
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
REHOBOTH 
 
Report Date: 1981 
 
Associated Regional Report: Southeast Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Uate: October 1981 Community: Rehoboth 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Moderate r o l l  i ng t e r r a i n  w i t h  ex tens ive  swamp1 ands . Drainage v i a  
Carpenter Brook/Palmer R i ve r  i n  the  west, Oak Swamp and Bad Luck Brooks 
i n  the c e n t r a l  and eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  the town. S o i l s  gene ra l l y  sandy 
t o  g r a v e l l y  . 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Kenoboth was es tab l i shed  as a  town on June 4, 1645 (o .s . ) ,  i t  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  known as Seacunck. P a r t  was i nc l uded  i n  the new town o f  
Wannamoisett (Swansea) i n  1667. The Nor th  Purchase was granted i n  1671 
aird was es tab l i shed  as the  town o f  A t t leborough i n  1694. The m i l e  and 
a  ha1 f o f  l a n d  ceded t o  A t t leborough i n  1710. Annexed p a r t  o f  Ba r r i ng -  
ton  i n  1757. P a r t  e s t a b l i s h e d  as Seekonk i n  1812. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Rehoboth i s  an h i s t o r i c  pas to ra l  community i n  B r i s t o l  County. The 
o r i g i n a l  town o f  Renoboth encompassed the p resen t  towns o f  A t t l  eboro , 
North At t leborough,  Seekonk and Rehoboth i n  Massachusetts and Cumberland 
Kumford and East Providence i n  Rhode I s l a n d .  The o r i g i n a l  se t t lement  
o f  the  town was l o c a t e d  near the  Seekonk R i ve r  a t  the "Ring o f  the 
Green". As popu la t i on  grew and spread throughout  the  town the need f o r  
e a s i l y  access ib le  meet ing houses l e d  t o  a  s low a t t r i t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y .  
By 1312 when Seekonk was i nco rpo ra ted  Rehoboth had l o s t  n o t  o n l y  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  town c e n t e r  and a lmost  a1 1  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  development 
i n  the form o f - w a t e r  power s i t e s  b u t  a l s o  the  s i t e  o f  S l a t e r ' s  Cot ton 
M i l l  , the e a r l i e s t  i n  the  U.S., now i n  Pawtucket. The town o f  Rehoboth 
r e t a i  ned a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  1  and and the  economic base d u r i n g  most o f  the 
19 tn  cen tu ry  was a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  r e t e n t i o n .  The severa l  small f a c t o r y  
s i t e s  a t  P e r r y v i l l e  and Palmer R i ve r  p rov ided  an inadequate base f o r  
ex tens ive  i n d u s t r i a l  expansion. The l a c k  o f  a  we1 1  de f i ned  town cen te r  
and the  var ious  churcnes i n  town c rea ted  a  number o f  i n s u l a r  neighbor- 
hoods w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  church as nucleus. Having been c u t  o f f  f rom 
the Providence R i ve r  as a  source o f  cowmunication, Rehoboth was e n t i r e l y  
dependent on i t s  road system ( t h e  r a i l r o a d  was never in t roduced t o  
Rehoboth) . Dur ing t he  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20th c e n t u r i e s  Rehoboth acted 
as a  breadbasket supp ly ing  produce t o  i t s  daughter towns. A1 though 
there  has been some 1  i g h t  i n d u s t r i a l  i z a t i o n  and suburban i n f i l l  , 
p r i m a r i  1  y  pos t  World War I I, the town r e t a i  ns i t s  pas to ra l  cha rac te r .  

I V .  COIYTALT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

A probable major  n a t i v e  t r a i l  extended a long  the  p resen t  r o u t e  o f  
Anawan Road. Several poss ib l e  secondary paths branched o f f  o f  the  Anawan 
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r o u t e  i n c l u d i n g  a  r o u t e  which f o l l owed  Summer, Elm and County S t ree t s  
eas t  i n t o  Dighton and a  second which p a r a l l e l e d  the  m a j o r i t y  o f  
Chestnut, Brook and Mason S t r e e t s .  A pr imary east -west  t r a i l  may 
have e x i s t e d  a long  the p resen t  r o u t e  o f  Tremont S t ree t ,  p o s s i b l y  
extending e a s t  t o  the Taunton R i ve r  and the Seekonk R i ve r  t o  t he  west, 
two major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes  and food sources. 

B.  Set t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

There were no documented n a t i v e  Contact Per iod  s i t e s .  A probable 
Contact Per iod  v i l  1  age s i t e  was repo r ted  oppos i te  the  Steven 's  Corner 
cemetery, near the  j u n c t i o n  o f  two suspected major  n a t i v e  rou tes  
( recorded a r t i f a c t s  i nc l uded  one copper p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t ) .  A poss ib l e  
p e r i o d  b u r i a l  was repu ted  t o  have been s i t u a t e d  on the  n o r t h  s i de  o f  
Davis S t r e e t  approx imate ly  midway between Mason and F i r s t  S t ree t s .  
Add i t i ona l  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  was 1  i k e l y  ad jacen t  t o  the Anawan t r a i l  
and Palmer R i ve r  and the  Anawan Rock, a  convenient  rockshel  t e r ,  and 
Great Meadow H i l l .  The l a s t  was u t i l i z e d  as a  re fuge  by Anawan 
(Pokanoket sub-ch ie f  under P h i l i p )  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  
death o f  K ing P h i l i p .  A  l a r g e  number o f  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  
c l u s t e r e d  about Shad Fac to ry  Pond and n o r t h  and south o f  the  pond a long 
the  Palmer R i ve r  a re  p o t e n t i a l  p e r i o d  s i t e s .  The pond area i s  a  
p d r t i c u l  a r l y  promis ing s i t e  f o r  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  s ince  h e r r i n g  spawn 
annua l l y  a t  the  head of the  pond. The excel  l e n t  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  l a n d  
e a s t  o f  Manwhague Swamp probably  encouraged n a t i v e  occupat ion o f  t h i s  
drea. 

C .  Subsistence Pa t t e rn  : 

There was good f i s h i n g  a1 ong the lower  p o r t i o n  o f  the  Palmer R iver .  
Annual h e r r i n g  runs  occur red  on the r i v e r  as f a r  n o r t h  as Shad Factory  
Pond. Ag r i cu l  t u r a l  1  and was 1  i m i  t e d  due t o  the  prevalence of marshland 
and h i l l y  t e r r a i n  throughout  p resen t  Rehoboth. There were p o t e n t i a l  
p l a n t i n g  grounds ad jacen t  t o  t he  southern p o r t i o n  o f  the  Palmer River ,  
t he  Davis S t r e e t  b u r i a l  s i t e  and the  probable Contact Per iod  v i l l a g e  
ad jacen t  t o  the  Steven 's  Corner cemetery. 

D. Observat ions:  

The widespread rugged uplands and marshlands and absence of  l a r g e  
f reshwater  ponds probably  discouraged ex tens ive  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  i n  the 
Rehoboth area. E x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  was p robab ly  heav ies t  i n  
the  lower  p o r t i o n  o f  the  Palmer R iver ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f rom the Shad Factory  
Pond south towards Swansea. There i s  a  h i gh  p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  s u r v i v i n g  
archaeolog ica l  remains o f  Contact Per iod  occupat ion i n  t h i s  area s ince  
l a t e r  development has been minimal . The Davis S t r e e t  and Steven 's  
Corner cemetery s i t e s  a re  a l s o  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  promis ing f o r  the  same 
reason. The Rehoboth a re  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  was probably  c l o s e l y  t i e d  
t o  the Pokanokets (Wampanoags) because o f  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  the  former 
n a t i v e s '  c e n t r a l  se t t l emen t  (Mt. Hope, Rhode I s l a n d ) .  
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FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Read i l y  a v a i l  ab le  da ta  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the pre-1675 c o l o n i a l  t r anspo r ta -  
t i o n  network was sparse. The e x i s t i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system was probably  
1  i m i  t e d  s ince  the m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  pre-war c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  occurred 
a long the  Seekonk R i ve r  i n  p resen t  Pawtucket, Rumford and East Providence, 
Rhode I s 1  and. The pre-war s e t t l e r s  (Soutnern p o r t i o n  o f  Palmer R i ve r )  
undoubtedly made use o f  the e x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  t r a i l s .  These probably  
i n c l  uded the Broad S t ree t /R i  ve r  S t ree t /Carpen te r  S t ree t ,  Summer/Elm S t r e e t  
and Mason S t r e e t  paths.  The f i r s t  two rou tes  l i k e l y  func t ioned  as pr imary 
roads t o  the  cen te r  o f  Old Rehoboth, Dighton and Taunton. The t h i r d  
would have p rov ided  the  Palmer R i ve r  s e t t l e r s  w i t h  access t o  the pre-war 
se t t lements  and marine resources i n  p resen t  Swansea, Ba r r i ng ton  and 
Warren (Rhode I s l a n d ) .  A pre-1675 access r o u t e  t o  the Shad Factory  Pond 
area and Summer/Elm S t r e e t  pa th  may have extended a long  the  Reed, Water, 
Lake and French S t r e e t s  t r a i l  . 

Popul a t i o n  : 

There were no a v a i l a b l e  f i g u r e s  f o r  the n a t i v e  o r  w h i t e  popu la t ion .  
The f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  o r i g i n a l l y  r es i ded  i n  p resen t  East  Providence and 
Rumford, Rhode I s l a n d  ( o r i g i n a l  f oca l  p o i n t  o f  Old Rehoboth) . 
C .  Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

Minimal documentation o f  n a t i v e  se t t lement  1  oca t ions  . The s u r v i v i n g  
post-epidemic n a t i v e s  p robab ly  ma in ta ined  t h e i r  Contact Per iod  se t t lement  
pa t t e rns ,  w i t h  the  excep t ion  o f  the  Shad Fac to ry  Pondl lower Palmer R iver  
area ( c o l  on i  a1 se t t l emen t  area)  . 

The f i r s t  wh i t e  se t t l emen t  i s  s a i d  t o  have taken p lace i n  c .  1652 i n  
response t o  the  expanding popu la t i on  a long  the Seekonk R i ve r .  Sca t te red  
homes were es tab l i shed  a long  the southern p o r t i o n  o f  the Palmer R iver  
w i  t n  the Shad Fac to ry  Pond se rv i ng  as the  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  f o c a l  p o i n t .  The 
Palmer R i ve r  se t t l emen t  1  acked c i v i c / r e l  i g i o u s  f a c i l  i t i e s .  These were 
sought i n  p resen t  Rumford, Rhode I s l a n d .  

D. Economic Base: 

The n a t i v e  subs is tence pa t t e rns  were probably  r e t a i n e d  a1 though Anglo- 
I n d i a n  t r ade  assumed an i n c r e a s i n g l y  impo r tan t  r o l e  i n  the  n a t i v e  economy. 
It was h i g h l y  probable t r ade  occurred between t he  n a t i v e s  and t he  Palmer 
R i ve r  s e t t l e r s .  

Ag r i cu l  t u r e  formed the bas i s  o f  the  Palmer R i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  economy. 
Farmland was a v a i l a b l e  near Shad Fac to ry  Pond and the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  
the Palmer R i ve r .  Subsistence and commercial f i s h i n g  were probably  i n  the 
lower  p o r t i o n  o f  the Palmer R iver .  Area s e t t l e r s  p robab ly  hunted and 
1  umbered i n  Kehoboth ' s  ex tens ive  wood1 ands . The communi ty  ' s  1  im i  t e d  demo- 
g raph ic  development d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was l i k e l y  a  key f a c t o r  i n  the  
se t t l emen t ' s  minimal i n d u s t r i a l  base. The o n l y  r epo r ted  mi 11 ope ra t i on  was 
a  g r i s t  and saw m i l l  complex e rec ted  i n  c .  1662 on t he  upper end o f  Shad 
Factory  Pond near Water S t r e e t  (N.A. 1968: 1 9 ) .  
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E .  Observat ions: 

E x i s t i n g  secondary sources v i r t u a l  1  y  ignore  the  n a t i v e  community 
du r i ng  the F i r s t  Se t t lement  Per iod.  The Palmer R i ve r  se t t lement  was 
s i t u a t e d  on the eas te rn  f r o n t i e r  o f  Old Rehoboth. The se t t l emen t ' s  
v i r t u a l  1  ack o f  commercial , i n d u s t r i a l  and c i v i c / r e l  i g i o u s  f a c i l  i t i e s  
were pr imary reasons f o r  i t s  s t r ong  t i e s  t o  t he  o r i g i n a l  cen te r  o f  Old 
Rehoboth . There i s  an excel  1  e n t  p robab i l  i t y  o f  e x t a n t  archaeol og i ca l  
remains o f  the pre-1675 se t t l emen t  because o f  minimal commercial 
and r e s i d e n t i a l  development i n  the p r o x i m i t y  o f  Shad Fac to ry  Pond and 
the southern p o r t i o n  o f  the Palmer R iver .  

V I .  COLOiiIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

A s e r i e s  o f  new roads extended o f f  o f  the  eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  Tremont 
S t r e e t  and AnawanIPlain S t r e e t  as post-war se t t l emen t  expanded o u t  t o  
t he  nor th ,  south and eas t  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  se t t l emen t  node a t  Palmer 
R i ve r .  The f i r s t  o f  these rou tes  may have been Rocky H i l l  Road ( c .  1680?) 
which would have p rov ided  the  Rocky H i l l  s e t t l e r s  access t o  Seekonk and 
tne AnawanIPlain S t r e e t  Road v i a  Carpenter Road. The eas te rn  p o r t i o n  
o f  Fa i rv iew Avenue ( l a i d  o u t  c .  1720) probably  was cons t ruc ted  as an 
i n d u s t r i a l  access r o u t e  hand1 i n g  t r a f f i c  t o  Anawan Road/Pl a i n  S t r e e t  and 
Uignton. A  r o u t e  f o l l o w i n g  the eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  Brook S t ree t ,  a  
segment o f  P l a i n  S t r e e t  and Cedar S t ree t ,  may have been 1  a i d  o u t  i n  
response t o  the development o f  the Oak Swamp neighborhood. The Hornbine 
Road i s  probably  contemporary w i t h  t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  t he  Hornbine 
neighborhood . 

B .  Popu la t ion :  

There were no n a t i v e  popu la t i on  f i g u r e s .  Those f o r  the  w h i t e  popu- 
l a t i o n  were r e s t r i c t e d  t o  the  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  By 1765, Rehoboth had one 
o f  the 1  a rges t  popu la t ions  (3690 r e s i d e n t s )  i n  the  southeastern Massa- 
chuse t t s  s tudy u n i t .  Th is  f i g u r e  increased 13.6% t o  4191 res iden t s  i n  
1776. 

C .  Set t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

The o n l y  re fe rence  t o  post-1675 n a t i v e  se t t lement  was the  encampment 
es tab l i shed  by Anawan and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  a t  Anawan Rock. 

The l i m i t e d  data suggest the  Rehoboth area s u f f e r e d  cons iderab le  
damage du r i ng  King P h i l i p ' s  War (N.A. 1968: 15-16, T i l t o n  1918: 71) .  
I t i s  unc lear  whether t h e  community was abandoned d u r i n g  the  f i g h t i n g .  
The e a r l  i e s t  r epo r ted  post-war se t t lement  occurred i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  Rocky 
H i l l  p r i o r  t o  1680 ( T i 1  t o n  1918: 90) .  The pre-1675 Palmer R i ve r  s e t t l e -  
ment area con t inued  as a  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  c o l o n i a l  se t t lement .  I t  was 
es tab l i shed  as a  p r e c i n c t  o f  Rehoboth i n  1715. The p r e c i n c t  meetinghouse 
was e rec ted  on the  s i t e  o f  the Palmer R i ve r  cemetery ( immediate ly  n o r t h  
of  Lake S t r e e t )  i n  c .  1715. A  sma l l e r  se t t lement  node (Great  Meadow 
neighborhood) was es tab1 i shed by the  f i r s t  decade o f  the 18 th  cen tu ry  i n  
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the v i c i n i t y  o f  the  j u n c t i o n  o f  Palmer R i ve r  and Fa i rv iew Avenue, an area 
o f  cons iderab le  e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  development. A community 
o f  S i x t h  P r i n c i p l e  B a p t i s t s  developed a t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Brook, 
Pleasant and Chestnut S t r e e t s  by the  e a r l y  1730s. The neighborhood church 
was s i  tua ted  w i  t h i n  the t r i a n g l e  c rea ted  by these s t r e e t s  (moved f rom i t s  
o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  on B u r i a l  Place H i l l  i n  c .  1732).  Se t t lement  rough ly  
contemporary w i t h  t h a t  i n  t he  Oak Swamp neighborhood centered around a 
S i x t h  P r i n c i p l e  B a p t i s t  church i n  Nor th  Rehoboth on Tremont S t r e e t  a  
s h o r t  d i s t ance  eas t  o f  t he  r o u t e ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Anawan S t r e e t .  Th is  
church was es tab l  i shed  i n  1740 as a resu l  t o f  a  sp l  i t  w i t h i n  the  Oak 
Swamp church. T h i r t y  members o f  the  Second B a p t i s t  church o f  Swansea s e t -  
t l e d  i n  southeastern Rehoboth a long Horbine Road i n  t he  e a r l y  1750s. The 
Hornbine church ( S i x t h  P r i n c i p l e  B a p t i s t )  was e rec ted  i n  c .  1753 on the  
corner  o f  Horbine Road and Baker S t r e e t .  The F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  church was 
organized by Jacob H i x  i n  1773. I t s  meetinghouse was probably  l oca ted  
w i  t h i n  an area enclosed by P l a i n  S t r e e t  and two unimproved roads extending 
south and e a s t  o f f  o f  Gorham and Brook S t ree t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A town 
meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  c .  1773 eas t  o f  the  " V i l l a g e  cemetery" 
(p robab ly  j u n c t i o n  o f  Anawan Road and County S t r e e t )  probably  i n  response 
t o  the  popu la t i on  s h i f t  e a s t  o f  Palmer R i ve r  ( o r i g i n a l  pr imary s e t t l e -  
ment node). 

D. Economic Base: 

Tnere was no documentation o f  the  post-war n a t i v e  economy. A g r i c u l t u r e  
remained t he  foundat ion  o f  c o l o n i a l  Rehoboth's economy. The f oca l  p o i n t  
o f  the s e t t l e m e n t ' s  post-1675 commerc ia l / i ndus t r ia1  development was an 
area west o f  Great Meadow Hi1 1 on the  Palmer R i ve r .  An i r o n  furnace o r  
f o rge  d a t i n g  as e a r l y  as c .  1704 was e rec ted  severa l  hundred yards n o r t h  
o f  the  Palmer R i  ver /Fa i  r v i e w  Avenue i n t e r s e c t i o n  . Th is  ope ra t i on  was 
f o l l owed  by an i r o n  f o rge  and trip-hammer es tab l i shed  by Ebenezer Peck 
i n  c .  1722, a  s h o r t  d i s t ance  below the r i v e r  and Fa i r v i ew  Avenue j u n c t i o n  
(operated u n t i l  the  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry ) .  The f o rge  was suppl i e d  w i t h  
r e f i n e d  i r o n  c a r t e d  i n  f rom B r i s t o l ,  Rhode I s l a n d  (N.A. 1968: 21, 67) .  
A sawmil l  was b u i l t  s l i g h t l y  upstream i n  c .  1747. An a d d i t i o n a l  sawmil l  
appearing on the 1795 town map on the Palmer R i ve r  near t he  no r the rn  end 
o f  Great Meadow H i  11 may pre-date 1775. Several poss ib l e  pre-1775 commercial / 
i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l  i t i e s  were s i t u a t e d  i n  the Rehoboth v i l l a g e  area. The 
Gof f  I n n  was cons t ruc ted  i n  c .  1714 on the p resen t  s i t e  o f  t he  Goff Memorial 
H a l l  (Bay S ta te  Road). Th is  i n n  handled stages t r a v e l i n g  t o  Taunton, 
Prov i  dence and Newport. A poss i  b l  e  pre-1775 sawmi 11 and g r i  s  tmi 11 compl ex 
was es tab l i shed  by Abraham and Eleazer  B l i s s  on the  East Branch o f  the  
Palmer R iver  i n  Rehoboth v i  11 age. A poss ib l e  p e r i o d  sawmi 11 was b u i  1  t by 
Cromwell on Bad Luck Brook immediately before i t  crosses County Road. 
As many as t h ree  i n d u s t r i a l  opera t ions  may have been b u i l t  on the  southern- 
most p o r t i o n  o f  the Palmer R i ve r  and Rocky Run p r i o r  t o  1775. Operat ion 
o f  a  tannery l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  the r i v e r  and County S t r e e t  may 
pre-date 1775. A b r i c k y a r d  was es tab l i shed  i n  c .  1767 a s h o r t  d is tance  
west o f  the Rocky Run and Palmer R i ve r  i n t e r s e c t i o n  (operated u n t i l  e a r l y  
19 th  cen tu ry )  . A g r i  s  tmi 11 appearing on the 1795 town map eas t  o f  the  
Rocky Run and Mason S t r e e t  j u n c t i o n  may pre-date 1775. 
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E . Arch i  tec  t u r e  : 

Res iden t ia l  : The e a r l i e s t  house s u r v i v i n g  i n  Rehoboth i s  the  two- 
s t o r y  added l e a n - t o  cen te r  chimney K ings ley  House ( c .  1680).  As 
Renoboth was i nco rpo ra ted  a t  a  compara t i ve ly  e a r l y  da te  (1  745), a  
number o f  houses undoubtedly were cons t ruc ted  i n  the F i r s t  Set t lement  
Per iod  b u t  the  K ings ley  House i s  the  e a r l  i e s t  known t o  su rv i ve .  A 
number o f  o t h e r  res idences o f  the Co lon ia l  pe r i od  su rv i ve  across t he  
town i n c l u d i n g  approx imate ly  15 c e n t e r  chimney houses and a t  l e a s t  
t h ree  dozen center-chimney co t tages .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those houses, a l l  
o f  which e x h i b i t  the  f u l l y  developed two-room, f i ve -bay  p lan,  a  few 
more modest houses o f  the  pe r i od  a re  a l s o  known t o  su rv i ve .  These 
i n c l  ude approx imate ly  a  ha1 f-dozen houses w i t h  a  th ree-quar te r  p l an  
and a  s i m i l a r  number o f  h a l f  and t h ree -qua r te r  p l a n  co t tages .  The 
use o f  the  gambrel r o o f  i s  compara t i ve ly  common. Res iden t ia l  develop- 
ment i n  Rehoboth f o l l o w s  a  d ispersed p a t t e r n  w i t h  no c l u s t e r i n g  o f  
houses d u r i  ng the  Col on i  a1 pe r i od .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Rehoboth ' s  f i r s t  meetinghouse was cons t ruc ted  i n  
1721 on the  Palmer River ;  the  congregat ion was gathered o u t  o f  the  
f i r s t  p a r i s h  o f  the  town, now East Providence. P r e c i n c t  s t a t u s  was 
n o t  granted t o  Rehoboth u n t i l  1759, when i t  became the Second P r e c i n c t  
o f  Rehoboth . The f i r s t  meetinghouse was rep1 aced i n  1773 w i t h  a  new 
s t r u c t u r e ,  50 '  x  4 0 ' .  Rehoboth i s  no tab le  f o r  i t s  e a r l y  B a p t i s t  
con t ingen t ;  a  B a p t i s t  church was founded a t  Oak Swamp i n  1732 and a  
second B a p t i s t  congregat ion was formed i n  1753 a t  Hornbine. The 
o r i g i n a l  Hornbine B a p t i s t  meetinghouse (1753), a  very  s imp le  one-story  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  shal low,  pen t - roo fed  shed across t he  f r o n t ,  s t i l l  
s tands. I t  i s  probably  the e a r l  i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  B a p t i s t  meetinghouse i n  
the  s tudy u n i t .  

F. Observat ions: 

The development o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  small semi-autonomous post-war ne igh-  
borhoods w i t h i n  Rehoboth appears t o  be p r i m a r i l y  due t o  t he  town's 
l a r g e  s i ze ,  the presence o f  ex tens i ve  m a r g i n a l l y  h a b i t a b l e  l a n d  and the 
community's r e1  i g i o u s  d i v e r s i t y .  There i s  a  good p robab i l  i ty  the  e a r l y  
1 8 t h  cen tu ry  Great Meadow neighborhood and i n d u s t r i a l  complex remains 
a rchaeo log ica l  l y  i n t a c t  because o f  the minimal amount o f  post-1 775 
development i n  t h i s  area. 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775 - 1830) 

T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

Cons t ruc t ion  o f  pos t  road marks beg inn ing  o f  pe r i od .  Nor thern p o r t i o n  
o f  r o u t e  Uean/Tremont/Anawan, southern p o r t i o n  unc lear  t o  Myles Br idge  i n  
Swansea. End o f  p e r i o d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Providence-Taunton Turnpike, 
1826-29 (Wi n th rop  S t r e e t )  . No o t h e r  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  ; some improvement 
o f  e x i  s  ti ng c o l  on i  a1 roads. 
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6 .  Populat ion:  

Growth 1775 t o  1790, then r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  t o  1810. I n c o r p o r a t i o n  
o f  Seekonk i n  1812 c rea tes  popu la t i on  d e c l i n e  f rom which the  town does 
n o t  recover  d u r i n g  f ede ra l  pe r i od .  

C.  Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

Pr imary i n d u s t r i a l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  s e t t l  ements and growth d u r i n g  the  
f i r s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  pe r i od  a long  Providence R i ve r  . . . t e r r i t o r y  l o s t  
t o  Rehoboth when Seekonk was incorpora ted .  Set t lement  w i t h i n  the p resen t  
bounds o f  Rehoboth p r i o r  t o  Seekonk's i n c o r p o r a t i o n  cons i s ted  o f  two 
small i n d u s t r i a l  nodes a t  t he  Forge P r i v i l e g e  j u s t  south o f  Great Meadow 
H i l l ,  and a t  the  Palmer R i ve r .  Farming hamlets w i t h  c i v i c / r e l  i g i o u s  
nodes were l o c a t e d  a t  Oak Swamp, a t  Hornbine and a t  Steven 's  Corner 
(Nor th  Renoboth). The p resen t  town c i v i c  cen te r  had n o t  f u l l y  c r y s t a l  1  i z e d  
by the end o f  t h i s  per iod .  The remainder o f  the  town possessed sca t t e red  
farmsteads a1 ong e x i s t i n g  c o l o n i a l  roads. 

D. Economic Base: 

By 1790 a t  l e a s t  seven sand and g r i s t  m i l  1  p r i v i l e g e s  i n  use, w i t h  fo rge  
on Palmer R i ve r  East Branch. P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  economy augmented 
1809-10 by c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  two c o t t o n  y a r n  m i l l s  a t  Rehoboth Centre (Rehoboth 
Union Mfg. Co.) and on Shad Fac to ry  Pond (Palmer 's  R i ve r  Mfg. Co:, l a t e r  
Ide  Mfg. Co.). By 1822, l a t t e r  s i t e ,  thought  t o  be one o f  the  f i r s t  t o  s p i n  
the  f i n e  #16 yarn,  inc luded  10 looms i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  600 sp ind les .  A  decade 
l a t e r  the  combined p roduc t  o f  the  m i l  1  s  was 1  i s t e d  as $36,000. 

E . Arch i tec  t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A  g r e a t  many houses and co t tages  were cons t ruc ted  i n  
Rehoboth d u r i n g  t he  Federal per iod ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  two dozen center-chimney 
houses and a lmost  t h ree  dozen center-chimney co t tages  d a t i n g  f rom the  
p e r i o d  known t o  su rv i ve .  A1 though the b u i  1  d i n g  s tock  i s  we1 1  preserved, i t  
i s  a l s o  conserva t i ve ,  w i t h  a lmost  no end o r  double chimney houses o r  
co t tages  cons t ruc ted  i n  the  Federal pe r i od .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  most o f  the 
Federal p e r i o d  res idences a re  very  s imp ly  d e t a i l e d .  Very few houses 
i nco rpo ra te  we1 1  -developed Federal d e t a i l s ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  a  few houses w i t h  
f a n l i g h t s  were observed. Most Federal houses have s t r a i g h t  transoms 
f i l l  i n g  the  space between the  t o p  o f  the  door and the  co rn i ce .  A1 though 
gable r o o f s  a re  most common, a  few co t tages  w i t h  gambrel r o o f s  a re  known 
t o  da te  f rom the  Federal pe r i od .  

I n s t i  t u t i  onal : Rehoboth ' s  Poor Farm ( c  . 1800) , a  doubl e  chimney house 
on Winter  S t r e e t  and a  one-story  school ( D i s t r i c t  #5, c .  1820) w i t h  a  two- 
bay f r o n t  and s i d e  ent rance l o c a t e d  on Homestead Avenue a re  the  o n l y  two 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  known t o  s u r v i v e  from t h e  Federal pe r i od .  No 
meetinghouses were b u i l t  i n  the per iod .  

Commercial : A t  l e a s t  one t ave rn  o f  the  p e r i o d  i s  known t o  surv ive ;  t h i s  
i s  B r i g g ' s  Tavern ( c .  1780), a  double p l an  double chimney Federal house on 
Anawan S t r e e t .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : Two m i l l s ,  the  V i l l a g e  f a c t o r y  and the Orleans f a c t o r y ,  
were b u i l t  i n  the  pe r i od .  Both were t h r e e - s t o r y  frame s t r u c t u r e s  and 
ne i  t h e r  s u r v i  ved the  19 th  cen tu ry .  

V I  11. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 330 - 1870) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

No new cons t ruc t i on ,  some improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads. No r a i l  road 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  town. 

B .  Popu la t ion :  

Popu la t ion  con t inues  dec l  i n e  noted i n  prev ious per iod .  I n f l u x  o f  87 
f o r e i g n  born  noted i n  1855 census, n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  balance ou tm ig ra t i on .  

Set t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

The severe drop i n  popu la t i on  due t o  the  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  Seekonk 
con t inued  through t h i s  p e r i o d  and prec luded any ex tens ive  expansion o f  
se t t lement .  New r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  appears t o  have been rep1 acement 
r a t h e r  than new development. The c i v i c  node a t  Bay S ta te  Road was developed 
d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od .  

Economic Base : 

Rehoboth reached the peak o f  i t s  manufactur ing a c i t i v i  ty i n  t h i s  per iod,  
w i t h  t h ree  c o t t o n  m i l  1  s  i n  ope ra t i on  ( t h e  Shad Fac to ry  Pond m i l  1  , now the  
"Or1 eans Mfg . Co. " mi 11 , had been r e b u i  1  t i n  stone i n  1832), though none 
seem t o  have su rv i ved  under one owner f o r  long .  The town a l s o  produced 
subs tdn t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  I n d i a n  corn  and potatoes, and bee f  c a t t l e ,  w i t h  
323 farms repo r ted  i n  1865. 

A t  P e r r y v i l  l e y  the  Perry  fami ly  developed a  smal l  v i l l  age around wood- 
work ing shops and a  r i n g  t r a v e l e r  f ac to r y .  T i 1  t o n  c la ims  t h a t  Ezra Perry 
was the  f i r s t  i n  the  coun t r y  t o  manufacture bobbins f o r  c o t t o n  f a c t o r i e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : Comparat ively few houses were b u i l t  i n  the  per iod .  O f  the  
houses b u i l  t i n the per iod ,  a lmost  none were we1 1  devel  oped examples o f  two 
p r e v a i l  i n g  s t y1  es o f  the  day (Greek Reviva l  and I t a l  i ana te )  . Conservat ive 
designs remained common through the  p e r i o d  w i t h  end chimney, center -ent rance 
co t tages  be ing  the  predominant house type. Only one house w i t h  we1 1  
developed Greek Reviva l  d e t a i l  s  was observed; t h i s  i s  the  Go f f  House on 
Bay S ta te  Road, a  two-story ,  double chimney house w i t h  a  cen te r  entrance 
w i t h  a  recessed ent rance w i t h  Dor ic  columns i n  a n t i s .  Use o f  the  s i d e h a l l  
p l an  i s  a lmost  unknown. I n  1845, a  stone co t tage  (which s t i l l  s tands) was 
b u i l  t on M a r t i n  S t r e e t .  A  few center -ent rance I t a l  i ana te  co t tages  w i t h  
roundhead windows i n  a  cen te r  gable were observed on New S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were cons t ruc ted  du r i ng  
the  pe r i od .  These i n c l u d e  the  F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  church (1834), a  t h ree -  
bay square one-story  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  b l i n d  l a n c e t  f a n  i n  the  gable, the  
u n i t e d  Method is t  church (1843) a t  Nor th  Rehoboth, a  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  one-and- 
a-ha1 f s t o r y  Greek Reviva l  w i t h  a  doubl e-entrance f r o n t i s p i e c e  w i t h  
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I X .  

pediment and two-stage square tower and the Rehoboth Congregat ional  church 
(1835-39), a two-s to ry  Greek Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a three-bay, cen te r -  
entrance f r o n t i s p i e c e  w i t h  p i l a s t e r s ,  pediment and square b e l f r y  w i t h  
s p i r e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  these churches, a Method is t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  
i n  1843; t h i s  i s  a s imple two-s to ry  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h ree  bays wide w i t h  a s i de  
entrance. A number o f  schools were a1 so b u i l t  i n  the per iod ,  severa l  o f  
which s t i l l  s tand. Among these a re  the Hornbine School (1862) and the 
Stevens ( D i s t r i c t  15)  School ( c .  1850), bo th  one-s to ry  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  
t h ree  bay facades and cen te r  ent rances.  The f i r s t  Town House (Bay S ta te  
Road) was probably  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t he  p e r i o d  as w e l l  ; i t  i s  a very  s imple 
one-story  , gab1 e - roo fed  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a cen te r  ent rance.  

Commercial : The o n l y  commercial b u i l d i n g  known t o  s u r v i v e  f rom the  
pe r i od  i s  the  Ho r ton ' s  S to re  on Chestnut S t ree t ,  a one-story  b u i l d i n g  now 
used as an o u t b u i l d i n g .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Taunton-Pawtucket S t r e e t  Rai 1 way, 1899 a1 ong ParkITremont S t ree t s .  
Providence-Taunton S t r e e t  Ra i l  way, 1898 a1 ong W i  n t h rop  t o  Anawan, then 
a long  p r i v a t e  r i gh t -o f -way  through v i l l a g e ,  then a1 ong Winthrop f rom 
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  R i ve r  S t r e e t  t o  Seekonk. Some improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads, 
no r a i l r o a d .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  bottom o u t  i n  1890, then begins a gradual increase 
t o  end o f  per iod .  Fore ign born  popu la t i on  grows f rom 6% o f  t o t a l  i n  1885 
t o  over 20% o f  t o t a l  i n  1915. I t  appears t h a t  the  i n f l u x  o f  Portugese 
p r i o r  t o  1915 was respons ib le  f o r  the turnaround i n  the town's popu la t i on  
f i g u r e s  . 
C.  Set t lement :  

Continued 1 ack o f  c l u s t e r e d  se t t l emen t  growth, new c o n s t r u c t i o n  
cons i s ted  o f  i n f i  11 on e x i s t i n g  roads, farmsteads con t inue  t o  predominate . 

Economic Base : 

By the  1880s, the  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  had a l l  b u t  ceased, and Rehoboth's 
c h i e f  manufactur ing i n d u s t r i e s  were i n  tu rned  and o t h e r  wood products,  
c h i e f l y  f rom the  Per ry  m i l l ,  i n co rpo ra ted  i n  t he  1890s as t he  Charles 
Per ry  Manufactur ing Co., though t h i s  was s h o r t  l i v e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : Simple s i d e h a l l  p l an  I t a l  i ana te  and Queen Anne houses and 
co t tages  were b u i l  t a long  e x i s t i n g  roads and a t  a few crossroads v i  11 ages 
( P e r r y ' s  Corner, Rehoboth, Nor th  Rehoboth). Late I t a l i a n a t e  houses were 
probably  b u i l t  i n t o  the  1870s, w i t h  cross-gabled Queen Anne houses be ing  
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b u i l t  by  the 1890s. A  very  few houses o f  the  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  a re  
known, w i t h  one w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Craftsman house w i t h  a  Do r i c  ent rance hood 
s tanding on Tremont S t r e e t  a t  Nor th  Rehoboth. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The most ambi t ious i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  the  
pe r i od  was the  f i r s t  Goff Memorial H a l l ,  a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  Queen 
Anne b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  h i gh  double h i p  r o o f  and p r o j e c t i n g  square tower 
w i t h  a  h i p  r o o f .  Designed by Providence a r c h i t e c t s  W i l l i a m  R.  Walker 
and Son and cons t ruc ted  i n  1884-85, the Hal 1  i nco rpo ra ted  school -rooms, 
a  1  i b r a r y ,  meet ing h a l l  and a n t i q u a r i a n  museum. It burned i n  1911 a f t e r  
be ing  s t r u c k  by 1  i gn t n i  ng . The Hal 1  was rep1 aced by 191 5 w i  t h  the  present  
Gof f  H a l l ,  a  two-story ,  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  on Bay S ta te  Road; w i t h  Georgian 
and Tudor Revival  d e t a i l s ,  the H a l l  i s  one o f  t he  most s u b s t a n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n  Rehoboth. A lso b u i l t  i n  the p e r i o d  were a t  l e a s t  two 
schools,  a t  Nor th  Rehoboth and Rehoboth (Anawan Jun io r  H igh) ;  bo th  a re  
one-story  b r i c k  Georgian Reviva l  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  Craftsman d e t a i l  s  . 

Commercial: Only one commercial b u i l d i n g  o f  the  p e r i o d  was observed, 
a one-story  general  s t o r e  ( c .  1910) on Reservo i r  Avenue a t  Pe r r y ' s  Corner. 

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Winthrop S t r e e t  des ignated Route 101 (now Route 44) i n  1930s. 
Taunton-Pawtucket S t r e e t  Rai 1  way ceased ope ra t i on  i n  191 8. Providence- 
Taunton S t r e e t  R a i l  way went t o  buses i n  1928. 

. Popu la t ion  : 

Although t he re  was a  s l i g h t  d e c l i n e  i n  popu la t i on  between 1915 and 1920, 
the remainder o f  the p e r i o d  saw a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t he  pre-World War I 
popu la t ion  growth. The 1930 f o r e i g n  born popu la t i on  dropped below 15%. 
I t was n o t  u n t i l  1955, however, t h a t  t he  popu la t i on  exceeded the p re -  
rev01 u t i o n a r y  war t o t a l  . 
C.  Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

What se t t l emen t  growth t h a t  does occur  c o n s i s t s  o f  i n f i l l  a long  e x i s t i n g  
roads. 

0. Economic Base: 

With the  c l o s i n g  o f  the s t r e e t  r a i l w a y ,  the  b r i c k  c a r  barn a t  Rehoboth 
Centre was used f o r  a  t ime by the  Rehoboth Po rce la i n  Enamel Co. The o n l y  
o the r  new i n d u s t r y  i d e n t i f i e d  was the  shoe f a c t o r y  o f  A. L.  V incent  Shoe 
Co. , 1920-1 938. Several o f  t h e  dams a1 ong the  Palmer R i ve r  were rebu i  1  t 
by the  B r i s t o l  & Warren Waterworks about 191 1  . 
E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Very 1  i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p lace  i n  the per iod ,  a1 though houses were 
b u i l t  a t  Nor th  Rehoboth. One concre te  b l ock  house, p o s s i b l y  d a t i n g  from 
the  1930s, was observed on Danfo r th  S t r e e t .  The Beckwi t h  and Palmer R iver  
school s  may bo th  have been b u i  1  t i n  the per iod .  
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Survey thorough ly  documents 18 th  and e a r l y  19 th -cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  
and i n s t i  t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  b u t  does n o t  i n c l u d e  mi d-19th-century residences 
o r  l a t e r  19 th -cen tu ry  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Rehoboth's survey i nc l uded  n e i t h e r  the  b r i c k  c a r  barn 
a t  the  v i l l a g e  cen te r ,  nor  the  spec tacu la r  stone r u i n s  o f  the  Orleans 
Cot ton Mfg . Co. The stone c o t t o n  m i  11 , b u i l  t i n  1832, burned i n  1884, and 
i s  now p a r t  of  t he  Shad Factory  Conservat ion Land. 
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