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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

 ate: 1985 Community: Glouces te r  

I. HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

Gloucester  is a mari t ime community of e x t e n s i v e  c o a s t 1  i n e  and i r r e g u l a r  
t e r r a i n  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Essex County. P robab le  n a t i v e  s i t e s  e x i s t  a t  t h e  
mouths of t h e  Annisquam, M i l l  and L i t t l e  R i v e r s  and a l o n g  t h e  town's 
l i t t o r a l .  The f i r s t  European s e t t l e m e n t  t o  Cape Ann, a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  a r e a ' s  
f i s h i n g  P o t e n t i a l ,  a r r i v e d  i n  1624 and 1625 when t h e  Dorchester  and Plymouth 
Companies v i e d  f o r  r i g h t s  t o  permanent occupat ion of t h e  a rea .  Not u n t i l  1642 
d i d  Gloucester  a t t r a c t  s u f f i c i e n t  c o l o n i s t s  t o  m e r i t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  E a r l i e s t  
s e t t l e m e n t  was wide ly  s c a t t e r e d ,  c l u s t e r s  emerging a t  t h e  coves and i n l e t s  o f f  
t h e  Annisquam River ,  Ipswich Bay, and Gloucester  Harbor. Although populat ion 
was a t t r a c t e d  t o  both t h e  e a s t e r n  and western  p a r t s  of town ( s e p a r a t e d  by t h e  
Annisquam R i v e r ) ,  d e n s i t y  was g r e a t e s t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  The f i r s t  meetinghouse 
was e r e c t e d  i n  1642 a t  t h e  Green (now Ashland P l a c e  and Washington S t r e e t ) ,  
where an e a r l y  c o r e  of s e t t l e m e n t  developed ( t h e  Town P a r i s h  1. F i s h i n g  was 
t h e  town's p e o p l e ' s  p r i n c i p l e  occupa t ion ,  with some a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
s h i p b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  By 1650, g r i s t  and saw m i l l s  could  b e  found i n  t h e  
e a s t ,  on Alebrook Brook and M i l l  R iver ,  and i n  t h e  west ,  a t  Freshwater  Cove, 
L i t t l e  R iver ,  and Walker Creek. 

Colonia l  Glouces te r  exper ienced r a p i d  growth and was t ransformed from a 
backwater v i l l a g e  t o  p r o s p e r i n g  s e a p o r t .  A s  popu la t ions  i n c r e a s e d ,  f i v e  
p a r i s h e s ,  with t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  meetinghouses,  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  From t h e  
f i r s t  a t  T r y n a l l  Cove ( a t  t h e  Green)  was spawned t h e  2nd (West) p a r i s h ,  1716; 
t h e  3 r d ,  1728, i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Cape; t h e  4 t h ,  a t  t h e  Green a s  t h e  Harbor 
V i l l a g e  assumed t h e  t i t l e  of 1st P a r i s h ,  1738; and t h e  5th  a t  Sandy Bay, 
1754. Fueled by t h e  town's f i s h i n g ,  s h i p b u i l d i n g  and e x t e n s i v e  t r a d i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  Harbor V i l l a g e ,  and s e c o n d a r i l y  Annisquam t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  d e n s i t y .  By 1775, Annisquam, c la imed 80 dwel l ings  t o  t h e  
Harbor V i l l a g e ' s  100, with a s m a l l e r  t e r t i a r y  node of s e t t l e m e n t  hav ing  
developed a t  Dogtown, and t i n y  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e s  a t  Eas te rn  P o i n t ,  Farm P o i n t ,  
and Freshwater  Cove. 

S u s t a i n e d  by f i s h i n g ,  s h i p b u i l d i n g  and t r a d i n g ,  Federal  p e r i o d  Gloucester  
con t inued  i ts  r a p i d  growth. Between 1800 and 1830, growth a t  t h e  Harbor 
V i l l a g e  o u t s t r i p p e d  a l l  o t h e r s .  I t  was t ransformed from a s k e l e t a l  v i l l a g e  of 
F r o n t ,  Middle and Back S t r e e t s  wi th  s c a t t e r e d  r e s i d e n c e s  t o  a t i g h t l y  
n u c l e a t e d  c o r e  of w a t e r f r o n t - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  and f i n e  c i v i c ,  commercial, 
and r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  Middle S t r e e t  con t inued  a s  t h e  town's preeminent 
c i v i c  and r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r r i d o r ,  and Front  S t r e e t ,  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a x i s  of 
mari t ime a c t i v i t i e s .  Residences c l u s t e r e d  nearby t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  f o c u s ,  by 
1830 occupying an a r e a  bounded by Washington S t r e e t ,  P rospec t ,  and P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t .  Quar ry ing  began i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Cape near p e r i o d ' s  end, and a t t r a c t e d  
s c a t t e r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  t o  its v i c i n i t y .  

During t h e  Ear ly  I n d u s t r i a l  decades, Glouces te r  exper ienced i ts  g r e a t e s t  
popu la t ion  i n c r e a s e  (105%) ,  bu t  f i r e  plagued t h e  town. An 1830 c o n f l a g r a t i o n  
g u t t e d  t h e  c o r e  of t h e  Harbor V i l l a g e ' s  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a t  Front  S t r e e t .  
Rebui lding proceeded immediately. By 1850 a dense c o r r i d o r  of 
mari time-r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  r i n g e d  t h e  h a r b o r ,  F ron t  S t r e e t  was a dense 
commercial c o r r i d o r ,  and c i v i c  b u i l d i n g  con t inued  i n  t h e  Middle t o  prospect  
S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y .  I n  1860, ano ther  f i r e  s t r u c k  t h e  downtown. Contemporaneous 
wi th  is r e b u i l d i n g  was a s h i f t i n g  of t h e  c i v i c  c o r e  from wes te rn  Middle S t r e e t  
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e a s t  t o  t h e  Dale  S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y .  Commercial f i s h i n g  r e p l a c e d  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  
a s  a  c h i e f  i n d u s t r y ,  and  w i t h  g r a n i t e  q u a r r y i n g ,  was s t i m u l a t e d  by  t h e  open ing  
of  t h e  Bos ton-Glouces te r  R a i l r o a d  a t  mid-century.  Both i n d u s t r i e s  a t t r a c t e d  
an  i n f l u x  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  I r i s h ,  Canad ians  and  P o r t u g u e s e .  A s  
r e s i d e n c e s  o c c u p i e d  a  w ide r  p e r i m e t e r  a round  t h e  downtown, s e t t l e m e n t  o f  r u r a l  
G l o u c e s t e r  c o n t i n u e d .  West G l o u c e s t e r ,  now t h e  town 's  f o c u s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  c o n t i n u e d  i t  p a t t e r n  o f  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r e  s e t t l e m e n t .  The  
n o r t h e r n  cape  underwent  t h e  most pronounced  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  w i t h  L a n e s v i l l e  
and Bay V i e w  emerging  a s  t h r i v i n g  v i l l a g e s  s u s t a i n e d  by  l o c a l  q y a r r y i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  s e a s o n a l  c o l o n i e s  began t o  a p p e a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Magnol ia ,  
Bass  Rocks, and  E a s t e r n  P o i n t .  

Led by  f i s h i n g ,  g r a n i t e  p r o d u c t i o n  and  t h e  r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  town c o n t i n u e d  
t o  grow. By c e n t u r y ' s  end,  40% o f  its p o p u l a t i o n  was f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Canad ians ,  P o r t u g u e s e ,  a n d  F i n n s .  The p r i m a r y  hub  of r e s i d e n t i a l ,  commercial  
and c i v i c  a c t i v i t y  remained  G l o u c e s t e r  c e n t e r .  Commercial f i s h i n g  a n d  r e l a t e d  
i n d u s t r i e s  l i n e d  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  f rom downtown t o  Rocky Neck ,  w h i l e  t h e  c i v i c  
c o r e  s t a b l i z e d  a t  Dale  S t r e e t .  R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  e s c a l a t e d  i n  t h e  
i n t e r i o r / r a i l r o a d  l o c a l e ,  f o r m i n g  a w ide r  and  d e n s e r  p e r i m e t e r  of s i n g l e  a n d  
e s p e c i a l l y  mu1  ti f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  a r o u n d  t h e  downtown a s  t h e  p e r i o d  
p r o g r e s s e d .  With t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  g r a n i t e  i n d u s t r y ,  L a n e s v i l l e  and  Bay 
V i e w  deve loped  i n t o  t h r i v i n g  v i l l a g e s .  I n  t h e  heyday  of  B o s t o n i a n s '  summering 
v i s i t s  t o  t h e  North S h o r e ,  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y  f l o u r i s h e d .  E a s t  
P o i n t  and ~ a g n o l i a  a t t r a c t e d  e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  a s  w e l l  a s  b o a r d i n g  
h o u s e s  and  h o t e l s .  Annisquam s t a b l i z e d  a s  a  p i c t u r e s q u e  r e s o r t  town. 

When t h e  g r a n i t e  i n d u s t r y  f a i l e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  p o p u l a t i o n  dropped i n  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  Cape.  Commercial f i s h i n g  emerged a s  t h e  t own ' s  economic 
m a i n s t a y ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y .  The O c e a n s i d e  i ts c e l e b r a t e d  
f o c u s ,  Magnolia became a hub of e l i t e  commercial  and  n i g h t c l u b  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Development a t  Bass  Rocks and  E a s t e r n  P o i n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  L a n e s v i l l e  a l s o  b e i n g  
s u s t a i n e d  by  s e a s o n a l  t r a f f i c .  S t i f l e d  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 1 s ,  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  r e s o r t  
i n d u s t r y  neve r  a g a i n  a c h i e v e d  i t s  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  opu lence .  C o t t a g e s  r e p l a c e d  
f i n e  h o t e l s  and  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s .  Day v i s i t o r s  i n c r e a s e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  
t h e  o p e n i n g  of Rou te  128 t o  G l o u c e s t e r  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  P o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  
i n  G l o u c e s t e r  c e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d ,  and  c o n t i n u e s ,  t o  i n c r e a s e .  More a n d  more 
f a r m l a n d  is now b e i n g  o v e r t a k e n  by  suburban  b u i l d i n g  a s  t h e  c i t y ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  
n e i  gh borhoods  pushed  deepe r  i n t o  t h e  r ur  a1 town. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

G l o u c e s t e r  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  an i n d e p e n d e n t  town i n  1642. The bounds 
be tween G l o u c e s t e r  and Manches te r  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1672,  and  i t s  F i f t h  
P a r i s h  (Sandy Bay) e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Rockpor t ,  1840. I n  1873,  G l o u c e s t e r  was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  c i t y .  T i d a l  b o u n d a r i e s  between t h e  town and Essex  and  
Ipswich  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1892. G l o u c e s t e r ' s  b o u n d a r i e s  h a v e  undergone  
l i t t l e  change  s i n c e  t h a t  time. 

I I I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town of G l o u c e s t e r  is l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of Essex  County, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  town 1 ies w i t h i n  t h e  New England  
Seaboa rd  Lowland, a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  
u s u a l l y  below t h e  400 and  500 f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  G l o u c e s t e r  is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  n i n e  
miles i n  l e n g t h  and  v a r i e s  from f o u r  t o  s i x  miles i n  w id th .  Cape Ann l a n d  
s u r f a c e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  uneven and  made u p  o f  rocky  h i l l s ,  g r a n i t e  l e d g e s  and  
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boulder strewn f i e ld s .  Land surfaces f luctuate  between 100 and 150 f ee t  w i t h  
several h i l l s  exceeding 200 feet .  Thompson's Mountain, the  highest elevation 
( 2 5 5  fee t  i n  the  area,  i s  located near the  western border of the  town. 
Bedrock deposits i n  the Gloucester area a re  mainly composed of igneous Quincy 
granites.  Northwest of Gloucester Center in the v ic in i ty  of Alewife Brook and 
in the Lanesville area on the  northern coast,  igneous formations Beverly 
Syenite area a l so  present. Igneous Squam granites area present i n  West 
Gloucester , northwest of Fernwood Lake. 

The majority of s o i l s  i n  Gloucester a r e  characterized by the  
chatfield-Hollis-Rock Outcrop Association. These s o i l s  are  present throughout 
most of t he  western portion of town, in  the  Eastern Point area ,  i n  the Bay 
View and Lanesville area,  and i n  l imited areas around Gloucester Harbor. 
Soi ls  in t h i s  Association range from moderately deep and shallow, gently 
sloping t o  steep,  well drained and somewhat excessively drained, loamy s o i l s  
formed i n  g lacia l  t i l l  (Fuller  and Francis 1984). Areas of exposed bedrock 
are  a l so  present. The second most common s o i l  group i n  Gloucester i s  the  
Annisquam-Scituate Association. These s o i l s  a r e  present i n  most areas west of 
Gloucester Harbor t o  the B & M Railroad l i ne ,  north t o  the Annisquam River 
wetlands. Smaller d is t r ibut ions  of t h i s  association a r e  present north of 
Route 128 t o  the Goose Cove area and a t  the t i p  of Eastern Point. These s o i l s  
a r e  found i n  deep, gently sloping t o  moderately s teep deposits. They a r e  well 
drained or moderately well drained, loamy s o i l s  formed i n  compact g lacia l  
t i l l .  Soils  of the  Ipswich-Westbrook-Udipsamments Association a r e  present i n  
coastal areas of Ipswich Bay, Essex Bay and along Annisquam River wetlands. 
They range from poorly drained mucky s o i l s  formed in organic deposits to  
excessively drained sandy s o i l s  formed i n  windblown sand. Other so i l  groups 
found i n  Gloucester include the  Canton-Woodbr idge-Freetown Association in a 
small area of West Gloucester northeast of Dykes Pond and the Urban 
Land-Udorthents Association i n  the  v ic in i ty  of Gloucester Center. 

Major drainage i n  Gloucester i s  through Ipswich Bay and the Annisquam River on 
t he  north and Gloucester Harbor on the  south. Both areas were connected by a 
canal cut i n  about 1644. The L i t t l e  River and Jones River drain in to  t h i s  
area from the  west and w i t h  the  M i l l  River and Alewife Brook draining from the  
east.  Coastal drainage a l so  ex i s t s  i n  the  northeastern portion of town i n  the 
v ic in i ty  of Essex Bay, Farm Creek and Walker Creek. Major Ponds i n  the  town 
include Haskell Pond, Dykes Pond, Lily Pond, Wallace Pond, Fernwood Lake, West 
Pond, Buswell Pond, Niles Pond and Babson Reservoir. Gloucester Harbor and 
the Annisquam area of Ipswich Bay a re  the two largest  natural harbors i n  the 
town. 

The original  fores t  growth i n  Gloucester and i n  Essex County i n  general 
consisted of a mixed growth of white pine, oak, chestnut, popular, maple, 
birch and some other hardwoods and conifers. However, second growth patterns 
characterize most of the town today, including second growth oak and chestnut 
i n  uplands and scrub oak and pitch pine in areas of droughty and sandy so i l s .  
Some birch,  cedar, juniper and white pine a re  a lso  present. 

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Native American transportation routes in the Gloucester area l ike ly  emphasized 
water travel  along the Annisquam River, M i l l  River, Jones River, L i t t l e  River 
and the  town's extensive coastl ine.  Coastal water travel  was l ikely  enhanced 
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due t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  h a r b o r s ,  coves ,  bays and i n l e t s  around Cape Ann. 
Conjectured t r a i l s  were a l s o  probably p r e s e n t  a long  r i v e r s  and s t reams ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  A major eas t /wes t  t r a i l  may have  
e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  sou thern  p o r t i o n  of town i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Route 127 (Western 
Ave) and Hesperus Ave. when a l a n d  b r i d g e  e x i s t e d  connec t ing  t h e  e a s t  and west  
s i d e s  o f  town. North of t h i s  a r e a  t h e  Annisquam River was a b a r r i e r  t o  
eas tward t r a v e l .  I n  t h e  wes te rn  p o r t i o n  of town c o n j e c t u r e d  t r a i l s  were a l s o  
probably present:  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Concord S t . ,  A t l a n t i c  Ave. and Essex Ave. 
I n  t h e  e a s t ,  t r a i l s  may h a v e  a l s o  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  Route 127, A t l a n t i c  Road, 
E a s t e r n  P o i n t  Boulevard and Main S t r e e t .  

B. Populat ion 

Gloucester  was i n h a b i t e d  by members of t h e  Pawtucket group which extended from 
t h e  Saugus/Salem a r e a  nor th  t o  t h e  York a r e a  of Maine. Loca l ly ,  t h i s  group 
may have been r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  e i t h e r  t h e  Agawam o r  Naumkeag I n d i a n s ,  both of 
which may have  been s u b - t r i b e s  of t h e  Massachuset ts  but  seemed t o  be  under t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  Penacooks. Gookin (1892) l is ts  around 3,000 men belonging 
t o  t h e  Penacook group p r i o r  t o  t h e  1617-19 epidemics ,  whi le  Mooney (1928:4) 
l is ts  2,000 men be long ing  t o  t h e  Penacook group, a s  many a s  12,000 n a t i v e s ,  
probably  exaggerated.  Samuel De Champlain, t h e  f i r s t  European t o  p o s i t i v e l y  
l a n d  i n  t h e  Cape Ann a r e a  i n  1604 documents Na t ive  Americans throughout Cape 
Ann. The n a r r a t i v e  of Champlain 's  voyage s t a t e s  a t  one p o i n t  t h a t  2,000 
n a t i v e s  (p robab ly  exaggera ted)  l i v e d  w i t h i n  a d a y ' s  t r a v e l  of Cape Ann. The 
Nat ive  American popula t ion  i n  Glouces te r  may h a v e  numbered i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
300 i n d i v i d u a l s  throughout much of t h i s  pe r iod .  Following t h e  epidemics ,  
fewer than  100 n a t i v e s  l i k e l y  remained. 

C. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n  

Few Woodland and no Contact  P e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  known f o r  t h e  Gloucester  a r e a .  
However, environmental  v a r i a b l e s  and l a t e r  17th c e n t u r y  documentary sources  
i n d i c a t e  s i t e s  of t h i s  p e r i o d  shou ld  b e  p r e s e n t .  The mouths of t h e  Annisquam, 
M i l l  and L i t t l e  R i v e r s  may have  been good s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  a s  we l l  a s  o t h e r  
l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r s  or  t h e  town's e x t e n s i v e  c o a s t l i n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
h a b i t a t i o n s  and v i l l a g e  t y p e  s i t e s ,  s p e c i a l  purpose  s i t e s  such a s  f i s h i n g  
sites, s h e l l  middens and b u r i a l s  were a l s o  probably  p r e s e n t .  These s i t e s  may 
have been l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  town's  r i v e r s  or  a long  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of i n t e r i o r  
wet lands  such a s  ponds, r i v e r s  and s t reams .  Accounts of e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s  such 
a s  Champlain i n  1604 a l s o  document n a t i v e  s igh  t i n g s  i n  t h e  Cape Ann a r e a ,  
probably  i n d i c a t i n g  nearby s e t t l e m e n t s .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

Na t ive  Americans i n  t h e  Gloucester  a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a v a r i e t y  of s e a s o n a l l y  
determined a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  of wi ld  
p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Hunting was a major a c t i v i t y  focus ing  
on l a r g e r  mammals such a s  deer and s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  Sea mammals such a s  
s e a l s  and d r i f t  whales may have been a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  c o a s t .  Upland game 
b i r d s  and ducks were a l s o  hunted.  I n t e r i o r  ponds, s t r eams  and r i v e r s  a f f o r d e d  
a v a r i e t y  of f reshwate r  f i s h .  Coasta l  r i v e r s  such a s  t h e  Annisquam and L i t t l e  
R ivers  may have con ta ined  s e a s o n a l  runs  of s m e l t ,  a l ewives ,  shad,  salmon and 
sea-run t r o u t .  A v a r i e t y  of marine  s p e c i e s  of f i s h  would have  been a v a i l a b l e  
i n  Ipswich Bay, G l o u c e s t e r  Harbor and t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean. Severa l  s p e c i e s  o f  
t e r r e s t r i a l  a s  wel l  a s  f r e s h  and s a l t  water p l a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  provided a 
v a l u a b l e  food resource .  Ga ther ing  a l s o  focused on s h e l l  f i s h .  Glouces te r  
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Harbor and the  Annisquam River estuary presently contain several species of 
she l l f i sh  which may have been available during the  Contact period. 
Domesticated plants such as corn, beans pumpkins, squashes and tobacco were 
a l so  important. The location of native f i e ld s  are  currently unknown, however, 
they were l ike ly  located along the  coast or near r iver ine  areas. 

V. PLANTAT ION PERIOD ( 162  0- 16 7 5 ) 

A. Transportation Routes 

Water travel  along t he  coast remained the  f a s t e s t  and a t  times the  most 
convenient mode of transportat ion between early f ishing s t a t i ons  and l a t e r  
settlements on Cape Ann and other settlements to  the  north i n  the  Ipswich 
/Rowley/Newbury area and t o  the  south in Salem, Boston and Plymouth. The 
Annisquam River, Gloucester Harbor and the  remainder of Cape Ann's irregular 
coastl ine provided sheltered and convenient t ravel  amongst the  areas dispersed 
settlements. Early water travel  was made by dugout canoes, shallops,  pinkies 
and ketches. 

Indian t r a i l s  l ikely  continued in use in the  Gloucester area throughout most 
of the  Plantation period. Crude European transportat ion routes a l so  
developed, i n  some areas prior to  permanent settlement. As temporary and 
l a t e r  permanent f ishing s t a t i ons  were established from 1623-25, early colonial 
paths and cartways were probably established a t  the  head of Gloucester Harbor 
in the  v ic in i ty  of Western Harbor, Inner Harbor and Southeast Harbor. After 
the town was incorporated in 1642-43 early paths and cartways were developed 
l inking the town w i t h  Salem t o  the  south, probably along Hesperius Avenue and 
Western Avenue. An early path or cartway a l so  probably existed northwesterly 
along Essex Ave. ( R t .  133) establishing a route t o  Ipswich and the  Chebacco 
area. A s  ear ly  as 1 6 4 4  a canal was a l so  excavated providing a water route 
between Gloucester Harbor and the Annisquam River. Early settlement and the 
town's ear ly  roadways were concentrated along t he  eastern and western 
periphery of the Annisquam River. I n  the  west these early routes may have 
included Atlantic Ave., several unnamed ways, and possibly the  Bray 
Street/Concord Street  area. I n  the  eas t ,  where most settlement was 
concentrated, the  Route 127 corridor north from Gloucester Center was probably 
the major route. I n  places t h i s  route included portions of R t .  127 ,  Main 
Street ,  Holly Street ,  Washington Street ,  Cherry Street  and several other 
unnamed ways. 

B. Population 

Europeans f i r s t  s e t t l e d  the  Gloucester area on a seasonal basis  i n  1623 when 
the  Plymouth Company established a f ishing s ta t ion  on Cape Ann. T h i s  
population probably ranged i n  the  v ic in i ty  of 25 males. I n  1623 the  
Dorchester Company established the f i r s t  permanent colony of 14 fishermen. By 
1625 fishermen w i t h  the i r  families resided i n  the colony which was abandoned 
l a t e r  that  year, several moving t o  Salem. By the  1 6 3 0 ' s  an unknown number of 
permanent squat ters  and seasonal residents again inhabited the  Cape Ann area. 
~t Gloucester 's incorporation in 1642 approximately 20  t o  30 families resided 
i n  the  town. From 1640 un t i l  1650, 82 s e t t l e r s  came to Gloucester. Of t h i s  
number, one-third remained i n  the  town, 13 went t o  New London, s i x  t o  
Falmouth, and 2 0  to  unknown destinations.  

The i n i t i a l  colonists  of Cape Ann from 1623-1625 were from Wales and the West 
Countries of England. The groups took an ins tant  d i s l i ke  to each other and 
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wanted  a s  l i t t l e  c o n t a c t  a s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  bo th  t h e  l o c a l  government  a n d  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church. Many c o l o n i s t s  c o n t e s t e d  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  bo th  
r e l i g i o u s  and  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  These  s o c i a l  p roblems p l u s  t h e  poor 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  p o t e n t i a l  of Cape Ann r e s u l t e d  i n  few f a m i l i e s  s t a y i n g  
i n  town. Most p e o p l e  who came t o  town p r i o r  t o  1640-1650 moved i n  a  few y e a r s  
a s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  began  a g a i n  i n  t h e  1630s.  Some s e a s o n a l  r e s i d e n t s  
came t o  Cape Ann f rom o t h e r  Mass. Bay and  Plymouth Colony towns.  A s  permanent  
s e t t l e m e n t  was r e v i v e d ,  t h e  new community was named G l o u c e s t e r  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  
n a t i v e  o r i g i n  of  a  g roup  o f  f a r m e r s  s h i p  c a r p e n t e r s  and  s e a f a r e r s  from Salem 
and o t h e r  Essex County towns who o r i g i n a l l y  e m i g r a t e d  from t h e  w e s t  o f  
England.  A l a r g e  g roup  o f  a b o u t  20 f a m i l i e s  f rom Wales l e d  by Reverend  
R i c h a r d  Blyman j o i n e d  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  t h i s  time. I n  1642,  Blynman g a t h e r e d  
G l o u c e s t e r  's F i r s t  Church. U n t i l  t h e  1650-1660 p e r i o d  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  
was u n s t a b l e  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  u n r e s t .  
Throughout  t h e  1 6 4 0 ' s  t h e  Welsh and  West Count ry  r e s i d e n t s  competed 
p o l i t i c a l l y  and  r e l i g i o u s l y  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  an u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  
r a t e  o f  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  West Count ry  s e t t l e m e n t s .  M o b i l i t y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  most  a r r i v a l s  a f t e r  1650-60. Of t h e  73 h o u s e h o l d e r s  who s e t t l e d  
i n  G l o u c e s t e r  by 1650 ove r  1 /2  moved b y  1660. Only a f t e r  1660 d i d  t h e  
p a t t e r n  o f  o u t - m i g r a t i o n  change.  A f t e r  1660 few o l d e r  s e t t l e r s  o r  t h e i r  grown 
s o n s  l e f t  town and  t h e  community 's  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  was becoming more 
homogeneous and  s t a b i l i z e d .  Whi le  G l o u c e s t e r  d i d  n o t  s u f f e r  p h y s i c a l l y  f rom 
I n d i a n  Wars l a t e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  t own ' s  r e s i d e n t s  were u n i f i e d  f o r  f e a r  of 
I n d i a n  a t t a c k s .  War c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d i s a p p e a r e n c e  o f  t h e  t own ' s  d i s t i n c t  
s e a f a r i n g  s u b c u l t u r e  by d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  l o c a l  f i s h e r y  a n d  f o r c i n g  most  men 
i n v o l v e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  m a r i t i m e  p u r s u i t s  t o  l e a v e  t h e  town a f t e r  t h e  mid 
1660s .  New a r r i v a l s  i n  town w e r e  now m a i n l y  f a r m e r s  from n e a r b y  New England 
towns such  a s  Ip swich ,  Newbury, Salem, B e v e r l y ,  and Maine towns. T r a d i t i o n a l  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s m  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  r e l i g i o u s  p a t t e r n s  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  Q u a k e r s  were p r e s e n t  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  from t h e  1660s  and 
grew t i l l  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  is known r e g a r d i n g  t h e  N a t i v e  American s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  i n  
G l o u c e s t e r  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a n d  n a t i v e s  may n o t  h a v e  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  town a t  
a l l  by  t h i s  time. The e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  were n o t  p r e s s u r e d  by l o c a l  n a t i v e s  and  
I n d i a n  l a n d  t i t l es  f o r  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  a r e a  were  n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  C o l o n i a l s  u n t i l  l o n g  a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t .  

The f i r s t  European s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  a r e a  o c c u r r e d  i n  1623 when 
E n g l i s h  C o l o n i a l s  f rom t h e  Plymouth Colony e s t a b l i s h e d  a t empora ry  f i s h i n g  
s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  Harbor  a r e a .  The D o r c h e s t e r  Company a l s o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  . However, t h i s  v e n t u r e  was 
d e s i g n e d  a s  a  permanent  co lony .  Both companies c l a s h e d  i n  1624 r e s u l t i n g  i n  
a n  armed c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i n  1625  i n  which t h e  Plymouth Company under  t h e  command 
of C a p t a i n  Miles S t a n d i s h  b a c k e d  down. L i t t l e  s u c c e s s  h a d  come from e i t h e r  
t h e  Plymouth o r  D o r c h e s t e r  Company a t t e m p t s  a t  t h e  Cape Ann f i s h e r y .  I n  1625 
t h e  D o r c h e s t e r  Company made one  f i n a l  a t t e m p t  a t  a  Cape Ann s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  
which t h e y  r e c r u i t e d  a  g o v e r n o r ,  Roger Conant ,  a n d  M i n i s t e r ,  Rev. John  Lyfo rd ,  
b o t h  r e c e n t  o u t c a s t s  f rom Plymouth Colony. T h i s  a t t e m p t  a t  a  co lony  a l s o  
f a i l e d  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  a r e a  b e i n g  abandoned f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
f o l l o w i n g  1625. Dur ing  t h e  1630s  t h e  governments  of  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay and  
plymouth r e v i v e d  a s e a s o n a l  f i s h e r y  w i t h  a  h a n d f u l  o f  s q u a t t e r s  i n  t h e  
G l o u c e s t e r  a r e a .  By 1642 t h e  Cape h a d  a t t r a c t e d  enough permanent  s e t t l e r s  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t e  a s  a  town. A f t e r  t h e  1 6 6 0 ' s  G l o u c e s t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  began t o  
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s t a b l i l i z e  p r o b a b l y  due  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Maine t r i b e s  and  King 
P h i l i p ' s  War. 

Throughout  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  e a r l y  h o u s e l o t s  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  were n o t  
s i t u a t e d  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  each o t h e r .  I n s t e a d  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  i r r e g u l a r  
c o a s t l i n e  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s e t t l e m e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  f r agmen ted  i n t o  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
and  w i d e l y  s e p a r a t e d  e n c l a v e s .  Local  s e t t l e m e n t  was c l u s t e r e d  a round  coves ,  
i n l e t s ,  a n d  c r e e k s  c r e a t e d  by  t h e  Annisquam R i v e r ,  Ipswich Bay and  G l o u c e s t e r  
Harbor.  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  was n a t u r a l l y  s p l i t  i n t o  two a r e a s  by t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  t h e  Annisquam R i v e r .  The l a r g e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  d e n s i t y  was on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  where t h e  mee t inghouse  was e r e c t e d  n e a r  T r y n a l l  Cove. T h i s  
l o c a t i o n  was c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n .  NO 

r e c o r d  e x i s t s  s t a t i n g  when t h e  f i r s t  meet inghouse  was b u i l t  a l t hough  i t  may 
h a v e  been p r e s e n t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1633. By 1644 a b u r i a l  ground was a s s i g n e d  f o r  
t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t .  Sometime b e f o r e  1644 a s econd  meet inghouse  was e r e c t e d  
s i n c e  by  t h a t  d a t e  a  t h i r d  h o u s e  was comple t ed  on Meetinghouse p l a i n  on 
Toyman's Cove. The  second  a r e a  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  s t r e t c h e d  a l o n g  
t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  Annisquam Rive r  t o  t h e  Chebacco,  Ipswich  b o r d e r .  
S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  d i d  n o t  n e a r l y  approach t h a t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  a l t hough  t h i s  a r e a  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  best a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t .  

An o f f i c i a l  l a n d  d i v i s i o n  d i d  n o t  occu r  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d .  I n s t e a d ,  s e t t l e r s  " l o c a t e d "  ( P r i n g l e  1892:30) on uncla imed l a n d  t h e y  
f e l t  best  s u i t e d  t h e i r  needs .  Pre-emption was c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  p o s s e s s i o n .  
Most l a n d  h o l d i n g s  were  s m a l l ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  100 a c r e s  o r  less. 
One e x c e p t i o n a l  g r a n t  o f  500 a c r e s  e x i s t e d  on t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  Annisquam 
Rive r .  P r i o r  t o  1661,  each d w e l l i n g  h o u s e  b u i l t  e n t i t l e d  i t ' s  p r o p r i e t o r  t o  a  
r i g h t  i n  common l a n d .  A f t e r  t h i s  d a t e  r i g h t s  i n  common l a n d  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  
o b t a i n e d  by c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  town. One pe r son  c o u l d  h o l d  more t h a n  one  r i g h t  
which c o u l d  be  bought  o r  s o l d .  

D. Economic Base 

A s  Eng l i sh  c o l o n i s t s  f i r s t  moved i n t o  t h e  Cape Ann a r e a  i n  c a .  1623-1625 
f i s h i n g  was t h e  main o c c u p a t i o n  o f  e a r l y  se t t le rs .  Hunt ing  and g a t h e r i n g  of  
w i l d  foods  was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  well a s  minor a t t e m p t s  a t  a g r i c u l t u r e  b u t  
f i s h i n g  was c l e a r l y  t h e  major o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e s e  c o l o n i s t s .  Cod, haddock,  
mackera l  and  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  of  f i s h  e x p l o i t e d  i n  n e a r b y  c o a s t a l  w a t e r s  and 
p r o b a b l y  on George ' s  Bank. I t  is unknown whether  o r  n o t  t h e  Grand Banks were 
e x p l o i t e d  a t  t h i s  time. By 1625 a t t e m p t s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f i s h e r i e s  by t h e  
Plymouth and D o r c h e s t e r  Companies h a d  bo th  f a i l e d  and f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  on t h e  
Cape were  abandoned.  A few c o l o n i s t s  l i k e l y  remained i n  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  a r e a  
over  t h e  n e x t  1 5  y e a r s  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a r e a  was l a r g e l y  u n s e t t l e d .  C o l o n i s t s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  combined h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  g a t h e r i n g  and 
some a g r i c u l t u r e  on a s u b s i s t e n c e  l e v e l .  A f t e r  G l o u c e s t e r  's i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  
1642 new a t t e m p t s  a t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f i s h e r y  were  s t a r t e d .  S h i p b u i l d i n g  was 
a l s o  s t a r t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s  well a s  a d d i t i o n a l  a t t e m p t s  a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t i o n .  However, u n t i l  t h e  1 6 6 0 ' s  G l o u c e s t e r  's p o p u l a t i o n  was u n s t a b l e  
and c l e a r l y  dominated  by  a s e a f a r i n g  s u b c u l t u r e .  I n  t h e  1660 ' s  and 1 6 7 0 ' s  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Maine ' s  I n d i a n  t r i b e s  and  King P h i l i p ' s  War s e r v e d  t o  s t a b i l i z e  
G l o u c e s t e r  's p o p u l a t i o n  and economic base .  Mar i t ime o c c u p a t i o n s  were  s t i l l  
i m p o r t a n t  b u t  t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n  was dominated  by  f a m i l i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  
f a rming  r a t h e r  t h a n  mar i t ime  p u r s u i t s .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  
G l o u c e s t e r  's r e s i d e n t s  took o n l y  a p a s s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  two r i c h e s t  
r e s o u r c e s ,  t imber  i n  t h e  woodlands and t h e  mar i t ime  f i s h e r y  (Heyrman 
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1984:12) .  A P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  sawmi l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  Beaver Dam i n  
1642. "Some y e a r s  l a t e r "  ( P r i n g l e  1892:27) an  a d d i t i o n a l  sawmil l  and 
g r i s t m i l l  were  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  on Sawmill R ive r  nea r  R ive r  d a l e .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

N a t i v e  T r a i l s  l i k e l y  h a d  been  upgraded t o  h o r s e p a t h s  o r  c a r t w a y s  by  t h i s  
time. Major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  r o a d  t o  Salem o r  
Route 127 which j o i n e d  Magnolia Ave, Western  Ave. and  Hesperus Ave. and  t h e  
r o a d  t o  t h e  Ipswich/Chebacco a r e a  a l o n g  R t .  133 o r  Essex Ave. A t l a n t i c  Ave. 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  major r o u t e  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  Annisquam 
Rive r .  Other  major  r o a d s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town i n c l u d e d  Concord S t . ,  
Summer S t .  and  Bay S t .  The Route 127 c o r r i d o r  was t h e  major  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
r o u t e  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  Annisquam Rive r .  Eas tward  from t h i s  r o u t e  
a  roadway e x i s t e d  b y  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s h o r e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  R t .  127  o r  t h e  Boss 
~ v e . / H a t c h e r  Road a r e a .  O the r  s o u t h e r l y  r o a d s  a l s o  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
Main S t  ., E a s t  Main S t .  and  E a s t e r n  P o i n t  Ave. G l o u c e s t e r  was l i n k e d  w i t h  
s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Sandy Bay a r e a  by a t  l e a s t  4  r o u t e s .  Route  127 i n  t h e  
ex t r eme  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  s i d e s  o f  town p r o v i d e d  l o n g  c i r c u i t o u s  r o u t e s  t o  
Sandy Bay. O the r  r o u t e s  were p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  " o l d  p a t h "  through t h e  woods 
f rom t h e  h e a d  o f  Lobs t e r  Cove and  a l o n g  E a s t e r n  Ave. t h rough  Beaver Dam, n o r t h  
of Cape Ann. Both l a t t e r  r o u t e s  p r o v i d e d  more o r  less d i r e c t  t r a v e l  r o u t e s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

By 1688 a t  t h e  f i r s t  d i v i s i o n  of  l a n d  i n  G l o u c e s t e r ,  80 males  over  21 were  
l i s t e d  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c u t  a n d  31 males  on t h e  west s i d e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  
a s  many a s  260 i n d i v i d u a l s  by  t h a t  d a t e .  I n  1693, 78  heads  of f a m i l i e s ,  
p o s s i b l y  390 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a r e  l i s t e d  on t h e  town 's  f i r s t  t a x  l is t .  I n  1704,  
170 male  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  p o s s i b l y  850 i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  l i s t e d  d u r i n g  a  d i v i s i o n  of 
common l a n d s .  By 1755,  558 f a m i l i e s  t o t a l l i n g  2745 i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  4.92 
p e r s o n s  pe r  f a m i l y  r esi ded i n  Glouces  t e r  . G l o u c e s t e r  's p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  
by  36.6% t o  a  t o t a l  o f  3743 i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  8.64% of  t h e  Essex County t o t a l .  
I n  1776,  4512 i n d i v i d u a l s  (8.86% o f  t h e  Essex County t o t a l )  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  
town, an i n c r e a s e  of  20.55% from 1765. 

G l o u c e s t e r  's p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a  t r e n d  o f  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  and homogeneity 
d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Out m i g r a t i o n  was d e c l i n i n g  wi th  more s e t t l e r s  
pe rmanen t ly  s e t t l i n g  i n  t h e  town. I n m i g r a t i o n  p i c k e d  u p  s h a r p l y  a f t e r  1690. 
From 1701 t o  1751,  of  t h e  87 s e t t l e r s  who came t o  G l o u c e s t e r ,  ove r  50 became 
permanent  r e s i d e n t s .  Most o f  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  new r e s i d e n t s  were from n e i g h b o r i n g  
Essex County towns,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Ipswi ch.  P a t t e r n s  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
were chang ing  a l s o .  G l o u c e s t e r  's somewhat e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y ,  i n  which 
p o l i t i c a l  and  economic power was s p r e a d  between many h a d  changed.  P o l i t i c a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  was now c o n t r o l l e d  by  a  h a n d f u l  of  c i t i z e n s ,  and  w e a l t h  was now i n  
t h e  hands  o f  a  s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of pe r sons .  The c l a s s  of  merchantmen and 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s  was growing r a p i d l y .  

E t h n i c a l l y  and  r e l i g i o u s l y ,  Glouces t e r  's p o p u l a t i o n  was composed o f  Engl i sh  
s t o c k  and worsh ipped  t r a d i t i o n a l  P u r i t a n  Congrega t iona l i sm.  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  
Quaker p o p u l a t i o n  expanded s i g n i f i c a n t 1  y  a r o u n d  1700. However, most r e s i d e n t s  
were h o s t i l e  t owards  Q u a k e r s ,  and t h e  g r e a t e s t  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  
was between t h e  town ' s  Orthodox C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m a j o r i t y  and  Quaker m i n o r i t y .  
T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  many E s s e x  County s e a p o r t  towns such  a s  
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G l o u c e s t e r ,  Newbury and Salem. By t h e  1730 ' s  few Q u a k e r s  remained i n  
G l o u c e s t e r  . "Negroes"  w e r e  a l s o  a  m i n o r i t y  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  c o n s t i t u t i n g  2.9% o f  
t h e  t o t a l  town p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1765.  

C. S e t t l  ement P a t t e r n  

S e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  deve loped  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  
c o n t i n u e d  th roughou t  most o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d .  The Annisquam R i v e r  s t i l l  
a c t e d  a s  a  n a t u r a l  b a r r i e r  s p l  i t t i n g  Glouces t e r  's i n h a b i t a n t s  i n t o  two a r e a s :  
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  remained more d e n s e l y  s e t t l e d  a r e a  t h e n  t h e  west s i d e  
s e t t l e m e n t .  Dur ing  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  g r a d u a l  i n c r e a s e  on a g r i c u l t u r e  
i n  G l o u c e s t e r  ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  development o f  s p a t i a l 1  y s e p a r a t e  
ne ighborhoods .  T h i s  development r e s u l t e d  f rom t h e  o v e r a l l  l a c k  of e x t e n s i v e  
t r a c t s  of  good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  p r e c l u d i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  n u c l e a t e d  
v i l l a g e  (Heyrman 1984 : 78-79). Neighborhoods began t o  c l u s t e r  a round  t h e  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s  o f  s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s .  I n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of  town where 
good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  t h e  Chebacco b o r d e r  c l u s t e r s  of  
s e t t l e m e n t s  deve loped  a l o n g  L i t t l e  R i v e r ,  S toney Cove, Long Cove, and W a l k e r ' s  
Creek. On t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  t h e  
Annisquam R i v e r  s t r e t c h i n g  from T r y n a l l  Cove n o r t h w a r d s  t o  Lobs t e r  and Goose 
Coves. The town ' s  b u r i a l  y a r d  and mee t inghouse  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  on 
Meetinghouse Green  n e a r  T r y n a l l  Cove where a  new h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  1700. 
~y 1698 s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  h a d  grown t o  t h e  p o i n t  where  
a  b u r i a l  y e a r s  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  

G l o u c e s t e r ' s  f i r s t  d i v i s i o n  o f  common l a n d  o c c u r r e d  i n  1688.  Each househo lde r  
o r  ma le  r e s i d e n t  ove r  21 y e a r s  o f  a g e  r e c e i v e d  s i x  a c r e s  o f  l and .  During t h e  
f i r s t  d i v i s i o n ,  82 l o t s  b e g i n n i n g  a t  F l a t  S t o n e  Cove and e n d i n g  a t  Back Beach, 
Sandy Bay, were g r a n t e d  t o  r e s i d e n t s  l i v i n g  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  c u t .  On 
t h e  west s i d e  o f  t h e  c u t  3 1  l o t s  were  l a i d  o u t  p redominan t ly  on t h e  Chebacco 
s i d e  of  town. While most l a n d  by  1700 was h e l d  by  i n d i v i d u a l  ownership ,  
s e v e r a l  l a r g e  t r a c t s  remained.  Access t o  common l a n d s  were  s t i l l  measured b y  
" r i g h t s " ,  numbering 112 i n  1704. R i g h t s  h a d  a  marked v a l u e  which on t h e  
a v e r a g e  d e c r e a s e d  th rough  time. Between 1700 t o  1707 s e v e r a l  g r a n t s  o f  l a n d  
were g i v e n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a n t s .  Only one o f  t h e s e  g r a n t s  was made i n  
c o n t i n u o u s  l o t s .  Most were made i n  d i s c o n t i n u o u s  segments .  Land was 
c o n t i n u a l l y  bought  and  s o l d .  Thus ,  w h i l e  d i s c o n t i n u o u s  g r a n t s  were g i v e n ,  
most  f a r m s  and  h o l d i n g s  were c o n t i g u o u s  p a r c e l s ,  u s u a l l y  of  100 a c r e s  o r  less 
accompanied by one or  more s m a l l e r  h o l d i n g s  o f  a round  s i x  a c r e s .  F u r t h e r  
d i v i s i o n s  o f  common l a n d s  were  made i n  1708,  1719 and 1725. I n  1775 common 
l a n d s  s t i l l  remained i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  

Dur ing  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  f i v e  p a r i s h e s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  I n  
1716 r e s i d e n t s  on t h e  west s i d e  of  t h e  r i v e r  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  town t o  be s e t - o f f  
a s  a  s e p a r a t e  p r e c i n c t .  
T h i s  r e q u e s t  was g r a n t e d  by  t h e  Gene ra l  C o u r t  l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r .  A mee t inghouse  
was a l s o  e r e c t e d  a b o u t  t h i s  d a t e  p r o b a b l y  nea r  t h e  b u r i a l  ground g r a n t e d  i n  
1698,  s o u t h  of Bray S t r e e t .  By 1680-1690 o n l y  3  o r  4 f a m i l i e s  had  s e t t l e d  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  a r e a  of Cape Ann be tween L o b s t e r  Cove and t h e  ocean ,  b u t  by 1726 
a b o u t  40 f a m i l i e s  i n h a b i t e d  t h a t  a r e a .  The T h i r d  P a r i s h  o r  p r e c i n c t  was 
c r e a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  1728;  a  mee t inghouse  was e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  
Lobs t e r  Cove a b o u t  t h i s  d a t e .  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  Four th  P a r i s h  was c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  
m i d s t  o f  what became known a s  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  Con t rove r sy .  A s  G l o u c e s t e r  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  became more commerc ia l i zed  and emphasized m a r i t i m e  p u r s u i t s  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  emphas is  moved s o u t h  t o  t h e  h a r b o r  a r e a .  R e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  h a r b o r  
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area voted t o  build a new meetinghouse in that  area.  T h i s  vote was met w i t h  
considerable discontent from the  res idents  of the northern portion of the 
F i r s t  Parish. By 1 7 3 7 ,  e ight  of the  southern harbor's principal inhabitants 
b u i l t  a new meetinghouse i n  the  harbor or Middle Street  area. This 
meetinghouse was offered t o  t he  members of the  F i r s t  Parish in 1738. The 
northern members of the F i r s t  Parish now demanded separation from the parish. 
Although the  move was opposed, t he  northern portion of the  F i r s t  Parish was 
set-of f as the Fourth Parish in 1743. The Fourth Parish meetinghouse remained 
the old F i r s t  Parish meetinghouse near Trynall Cove. By 1700 few people 
inhabited the north eas ter ly  end of Cape Ann. T h i s  settlement grew such that  
by 1754 the  F i f t h ,  or Sandy Bay, Parish was incorporated; a meetinghouse was 
erected about t h i s  date. 

D. Economic Base 

Agricultural production and husbandry c lea r ly  dominated attempts a t  f i shing 
and shipbuilding in  Gloucester a t  the S t a r t  of the  Colonial Period. This 
emphasis re f lec t s  the backgrounds of the  town's inhabitants rather than the  
agr icul tura l  potential  of the  town's so i l .  Gloucester was not par t icular ly  
well sui ted for agriculture.  Indian corn, wheat and barley were t he  most 
important food crops grown, as well as  rye when possible. Gradually corn 
became the  most important food crop. Fruit and vegetables were a l so  grown b u t  
grains were the most important food produce. Hemp and f lax  were probably 
grown for local use. Sa l t  marsh hay was exploited from marshes along coastal 
estuaries.  Husbandry was a l s o  an important a c t i v i t y  i n  Gloucester early i n  
t h i s  period. Catt le,  sheep, goats and pigs were kept on most farms. Horses 
were a l so  present for transportation. Fowl and oxen were important as well as  
cows for dairying a c t i v i t i e s .  Fishing, lumbering and shipbuilding were 
present for local  needs only. Before 1690 Gloucester had mixed economy of 
farming, f i sh ing  and lumbering designed for  subsistence and s e l f  sufficiency 
(Heyrman 1984 : 4 6 ) .  

During t he  f i r s t  half  of the  18th century Gloucester outgrew i t s  subsistence 
oriented economy. After 1690 Gloucester grew from a small backwater town t o  a 
large prospering seaport.  Gloucester 's growth was similar to 0 th  er north ern 
New England ports that  developed through trade in f i sh ,  timber, masts and 
ships to Europe and t he  West Indies. The town's s e l f  su f f i c i en t  economy was 
replaced through a di f ferent ia ted organization of an intensive f ishery and 
extensive trade network. Private ownership and f r e e  enterprise began to 
replace collectivism. Wealth was now concentrated in the  hands of a few as an 
upper c l a s s  of merchants and entrepreneurs developed. Gloucester had 
developed as  an important port ,  though secondary t o  Salem, Newbury and 
Ipswich. The increase in the  Gloucester f ishery coincided w i t h  a switch 
occuring throughout New England a f t e r  1675 from inshore shallop fishing t o  the 
bank f ishery employing larger vessels such as ketches and schooners (Vickers 
1981 1. In Gloucester, the greates t  fishery gains occurred from 1720-1740 and 
1760-1775. I n  1741 over 40 vessels were i n  Gloucester. Increases i n  
Gloucester 's f ishery stimulated both coastal and international  trade. Prior 
t o  1713, l i t t l e  information i s  present regarding New England shipping. In 
1717 only three Gloucester vessels  of small tonnage cleared the port of 
salem/~arblehead, two bound for the  West Indies and one for Europe. By the  
1750's the same port annually cleared about 30 of Gloucester's t rading vessels. 

Vessels of small tonnage continued t o  characterize t he  town' f l e e t .  
Shipbuilding i n  Gloucester increased w i t h  the town's f ishery and merchant 
trade.  Most vessels constructed on Gloucester 's shores were for local needs 
although several larger vessels were constructed for out of town merchants. 
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Shallops and sloops characterized most vessels  b u i l t  in the  1 7 t h  century. In 
1698 the f i r s t  ship was b u i l t  i n  Gloucester fo r  Boston merchants. Form 1703 
t o  1706 ,  e ight  brigantines of around 1 0 0  tons were constructed. Sloop 
construction accelerated from 1706 t o  1 7 1 2  when 30 vessels  of t h i s  type 
(usually 50 tons or l e s s )  were b u i l t .  In 1713 shipbuilding was 
revolutionized when the f i r s t  schooner was launched from Gloucester 's shores. 
From 1713 un t i l  the  revolutionary period numerous boats, vessels  and ships of 
a l l  c lasses  were launched from Gloucester 's shores along the Annisquam River 
and Gloucester Harbor. Many vessels  were constructed on vacant l o t s  of land 
as well a s  shipyards usually for  larger vessels. Most wood for vessel  
construction was from the  town's commons throughout t h i s  period. 

By 1675 a t  l e a s t  two m i l l s ,  a g r i s t  and sawmill were i n  operation probably on 
a stream flowing from Cape Pond. On or before 1677 t i d a l  m i l l s  were a l so  
present i n  Gloucester (Babson 1860:202) probably along the  western shore of 
t h e  Annisquam River. I n  1677 the  town voted to  b u i l d  a corn m i l l ,  which was 
constructed on Saw M i l l  River. I n  1682 sawmill r i gh t s  were given t o  Davis and 
others  for a m i l l  which was constructed on the  head of L i t t l e  River. Sawmill 
r i gh t s  were a l so  given t o  Parsons, Sargent and Cort for a stream or brook 
between Fresh Water Cove and Kett le  Cove. T h i s  privi lege was fo r fe i t ed  and 
l a t e r  granted t o  Allen and others  in 1693. Rights t o  setup a cornmill were 
granted to  Haskell and Haskell for Walker's Creek in 1690. I n  1698 a f u l l i ng  
m i l l  was noted on a creek on the  north s i de  of a lane of highway leading from 
the  F i r s t  Parish meetinghouse to t he  woods. By 1701 permission was given to 
Whitman and Pool t o  erect  a g r i s tmi l l  on Davidson's run a t  Sandy Bay. In 1702 
a m i l l  p r iv i lege  was given to John Haraden for a stream tha t  runs into Hogskin 
Cove. A pr iv i lege  was given t o  J d I n  Bennet in 1720 t o  s e t  up a corn m i l l  on 
F u l l i n g  M i l l  Brook on the  lower end of t he  brook near the  t ida l  l ine .  

As the maritime trades grew i n  Gloucester associated land based a c t i v i t i e s  
a l s o  emerged. Taverns and inns developed, mostly around the  meetinghouse and 
harbor areas. The locale  around the Harbor or Middle S t ree t  meetinghouse was 
par t i cu la r ly  important i n  regards to commercial development. Inns, taverns,  
homes and shops developed throughout the area. Other trades present included 
smithies, coopers, ropers, sailmakers, shoemakers, t a i l o r s  and general 
laborers for construction and work i n  the town warehouses and f ish  processing 
areas . 
E. Architecture 

Residential:  Few houses a r e  accurately dated to  the  f i r s t  period; cores of 
several houses f a l l  in to  t h i s  category including "Shakespeare" House, Norwood 
Hyatt (16641 ,  Edward Harraden (16561, the  Riggs House (1661, 1700). Houses 
constructed l a t e  i n  the  17th and ear ly  i n  the  18th century survive i n  a 
var ie ty  of forms; about f i v e  houses survive in the  2 & 1 / 2  s tory  w i t h  lean-to, 
center chimney, f i v e  bay, "saltbox" form; smaller numbers a r e  a l so  known of 1 
& 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  a s  well as 2 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  w i t h  three  or four bays. By the  
second quarter of the  18th century, symmetrical s ide  gable types predominated, 
b u t  s t i l l  displayed a var ie ty  of forms. A s  i n  most towns, t he  center chimney 
house of 2 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  was the most common, known from about 15 examples i n  
the  gable roof, f i v e  bay form; of par t icular  i n t e r e s t  a r e  the  dozen examples 
constructed wi th  gambrel roofs. Next i n  popularity a re  the three bay, 
in te r io r  chimney, s i de  entry form, known local ly  as the  "half house", about 
eight constructed w i t h  gable roofs, about three  wi th  gambrel roofs. About 
f i v e  houses were constructed of four bays w i t h  entry in to  the  2 n d  or 3rd bay. 
Among the 1 & 1 / 2  s tor ied  forms, gambrel roofs were employed wi th  par t icular  
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f r e q u e n c y ,  a b o u t  11 of f i v e  bays ,  w h i l e  a b o u t  e i g h t  were  b u i l t  w i t h  g a b l e  
r o o f s .  A h a n d f u l  o f  examples  s u r v i v e  o f  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  b a y s ,  wi th  gambrel o r  
g a b l e  r o o f s .  L a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a  small number of  h o u s e s  u t i l i z e d  m u l t i p l e  
chimneys t o  a c h i e v e  Georgian p l a n s ,  b u t  o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  a r e  known. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A mee t inghouse  of  unknown appea rance  was c o n s t r u c t e d  by 1633, 
even p r i o r  t o  church  f o r m a t i o n ;  by 1664 a  s e c o n d  h a d  been b u i l t .  A t h i r d  
h o u s e ,  t o  measu re  4 0  f e e t  s q u a r e  w i t h  16 f o o t  s t u d s ,  was v o t e d  i n  1697. The 
meet inghouse  was c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  2nd o r  West P a r i s h  i n  1716, wi th  g a l l e r i e s  on 
t h r e e  s i d e s  of t h e  i n t e r i o r .  The mee t inghouse  f o r  3 r d  o r  Nor th  P a r i s h  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  a l o n g  s i m i l a r  l i n e s  t o  2nd i n  1728. With t h e  r a p i d  expans ion  o f  
p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h e  h a r b o r  a  group o f  w e a l t h y  c i t i z e n s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a 
meet inghouse  t h e r e  i n  1738 and succeeded  i n  h a v i n g  i t  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  h o u s e  o f  
t h e  newly d e f i n e d  F i r s t  P a r i s h .  The o r i g i n a l  meet inghouse ,  newly d e s i g n a t e d  
4 t h  P a r i s h ,  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1752 w i t h  a  new meet inghouse  wi th  e n t r i e s  on t h e  
s o u t h  and east,  e n t r y  tower wi th  b e l f r y  and  s p i r e  on t h e  west, and  t h r e e  
i n t e r i o r  g a l l e r i e s ;  i t  was t a k e n  down i n  1840. 

The town had  an e x c e p t i o n a l  number of n o n - e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s .  
The town 's  f i r s t  s c h o o l h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1708, and measured  24 by 16 f e e t  
w i t h  s i x  f o o t  s t u d s ;  a s i n g l e  s t o r y  s c h o o l  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  h a r b o r  i n  1742; 
by  1758 a grammar s c h o o l  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  h a r b o r  by p r i v a t e  s u b s c r i p t i o n .  I n  
1719 a  workhouse was c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  poor ,  measu r ing  abou t  
25  f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  1 2  f e e t  i n  w i d t h ,  w i t h  s i x  f o o t  s t u d s ;  i t  was p o s s i b l y  
e n l a r g e d  i n  1732, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  i ts  u s e  d i s c o n t i n u e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  o r  
by 1748. A b a t t e r y  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1743. 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes  

E x i s t i n g  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  and  were improved. I n  1775 t h e  c n l y  s t reets  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  w e r e  F r o n t  (Main) ,  Back ( ~ i d d l e s )  and  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t s ,  
a s  well a s  an a n c i e n t  p a t h  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  lower and upper streets.  By 1830,  
however,  m u l t i p l e  new s t r ee t s  h a d  been opened t o  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  s p a c e  f o r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  Among o t h e r s ,  t h e s e  i n c l u d e  Washington,  P i n e ,  Church, 
School ,  G r a n i t e ,  and  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s ,  F r a n k l i n  Square ,  F e d e r a l  and  E l m  t o  
F e d e r a l  S t r e e t .  G l o u c e s t e r  g a i n e d  its f i r s t  r e g u l a r  ( o v e r l a n d )  communication 
w i t h  Boston i n  1788 when a  two-horse s t a g e  began twice-weekly r u n s  between t h e  
town. By 1805,  d a i l y  s e r v i c e  was a v a i l a b l e .  The town 's  p r i n c i p a l  wharves 
were i n  t h e  Harbor  Cove, t h e  b u s i e s t  o f  which was P e a r c e  M a r £ .  Only one  
wharf of impor t ance  e x i s t e d  a t  F o r t  P o i n t ,  and  o n l y  a  few p i e r s  between 
Duncan's  P o i n t  and t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  h a r b o r .  A t  Lane ' s  Cove, L a n e ' s  Cove P i e r  
Company was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  improve  t h e  cove  f o r  q u a r r y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  By t h e  
p i e r ' s  comple t ion  i n  1843, a t h r i v i n g  v i l l a g e  h a d  developed.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Dur ing  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  p o p u l a t i o n  grcwth i n  t h e  town e q u a l l e d  66.4%, 
r a n k i n g  f i f t h  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  Growth was g r e a t e s t  between 1776 and 1790, and  
between 1820 and  1830; Babson r e p o r t s  a  d r a m a t i c  d r o p  i n  t h e  number of p o l e s ,  
by h a l f  between 1775 and 1779. A s l i g h t  d r o p  o c c u r r e d  between 1790 and 1800.  
Although its 1830 p o p u l a t i o n  of  7510 was j u s t  h a l f  t h a t  of  Salem, i t  ranked  
second  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  is t h e  e a r l y  c o n v e r s i o n  of t ownspeop le ,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  
t h e  S a r g e n t  f a m i l y ,  t o  Un ive r sa l i sm.  I n  1775 t h e  American founder  o f  t h e  
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denominat ion  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  community as m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  Independant  C h r i s t i a n  
S o c i e t y  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1779. T h i s  S o c i e t y  and  F i r s t  P a r i s h  engaged i n  a  
p r o t r a c t e d  b a t t l e  ove r  t h e  l e g a l  s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  new group,  and  t h e r e f o r e  
t h e i r  t a x  o b l i g a t i o n .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  became s o  widesp read  
i n  t h e  town t h a t  i n  1811 t h e  F o u r t h  P a r i s h ,  and  i n  1820 t h e  Second P a r i s h  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  Un ive r sa l i sm.  I n  1829 t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  was i n t e r n a l l y  s p l i t  
between U n i t a r i a n s  and Orthodox C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s .  Two groups  of B a p t i s t s  
met b r i e f l y ,  a  C a l v i n i s t  group,  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1808, and a  F r e e  W i l l  g roup i n  
Annisquam b e g i n n i n g  i n  1810. Me thod i s t  p r e a c h i n g  began i n  t h e  town i n  1806,  a  
c l a s s  was formed i n  1821, and  a  s o c i e t y  i n  1826. A s  i n  many d e n s e l y  s e t t l e d  
p o r t  towns,  f i r e  c l u b s  became popu la r  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  combining  mutual  
a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  A S o c i a l  L i b r a r y  was formed i n  1796 
f o l l o w e d  i n  1830 by a  Lyceum. By 1804 t h e  town had  11 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  and  
a f t e r  1826 a  grammar s c h o o l  c i r c u l a t e d  among them. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Annisquam en joyed  economic b e n e f i t s  & r i n g  t h e  war b e c a u s e  o f  its s a f e r  
h a r b o r a g e .  By 1775 i t  had  grown t o  r i v a l  t h e  Harbor  V i l l a g e  i n  s i z e  ( 8 0  
d w e l l i n g s  t o  i ts  100)  a n d  economic impor t ance .  A t  t h i s  time, r e s i d e n t i a l  
h a m l e t s ,  p r i n c i p a l l y  of  f a r m i n g  and f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  a t  
Dogtown ( w i t h  40 h o u s e s )  a n d  t h o s e  a t  Farm P o i n t ,  F re shwa te r  Cove, and  E a s t e r n  
P o i n t  ( each  wi th  c a .  1 5  d w e l l i n g s ) .  A f t e r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  a  c e n t u r y  o f  
p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e  town saw l i t t l e  p h y s i c a l  change  between 1775 and  1799. The 
l a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  saw growth i n  t h e  Harbor  V i l l a g e  o u t s t r i p  t h a t  o f  a l l  
o t h e r s ,  and  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  r i s e  t o  become t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  commercial and 
r e l i g i o u s  c o r e  of  t h e  town. 

F r o n t  (Main)  S t r e e t ,  t h e n  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w a t e r f r o n t ,  was 
a l r e a d y  l i n e d  w i t h  shops  and dwe l l ings .  With t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  t h e  Customs 
House (1789)  a n d  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  ( 1 7 9 2 ) ,  it began its e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  t h e  
town 's  p r i n c i p a l  commercial c o r r i d o r .  As t r a d e  and f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  peaked 
d u r i n g  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  d e c a d e s ,  F r o n t  S t r e e t  became a  b u s t l i n g  avenue  
of  commercial  and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  A t  t h a t  time it was l i n k e d  by  
s e v e r a l  a l l e y s  l t i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  w a t e r  f r o n t .  Dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  f i n a l  decade ,  
l a r g e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  h e r e  g a v e  way t o  s m a l l e r  e n t e r p r i s e s  a s  s m a l l  wharves and 
s t o r e s  m u l t i p l i e d .  

With its e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  commercial  a c t i v i t i e s  now c o n g r e g a t i n g  on F r o n t  
S t r e e t ,  Middle S t r e e t  began i ts e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  a  c i v i c  and r e s i d e n t i a l  
t h o r o u g h f a r e .  With t h e  e r e c t i o n  i n  i ts  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  meet inghouses  of t h e  
B a p t i s t s  (1822) ,  F i r s t  P a r i s h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  (18291, and M e t h o d i s t s  (1828)  
Middle  S t r e e t  emerged a s  t h e  town 's  u n d i s p u t e d  c i v i c  c o r e .  The r e l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  meet inghouse  from F r o n t  (1780)  t o  Middle S t r e e t  i n  1830, 
t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s i n g  s e g r e g a t i o n  of  commercial  and c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Middle S t r e e t  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  P r o s p e c t ,  P i n e ,  and  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t s  and F r a n k l i n  S q u a r e  a l s o  
s e r v i n g  a s  i m p o r t a n t  c o r r i d o r s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  By 1830,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  o c c u p i e d  an a r e a  e x t e n d i n g  from t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  t o  
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  and from Washington S t r e e t  i n  t h e  e a s t  t o  E l m  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  
west. 

Among t h e  town's  o u t l y i n g  h a m l e t s ,  Annisquam emerged a s  a  v i l l a g e  of  shops  and 
a f  f l u e n t  d w e l l i n g s  by t h e  p e r i o d ' s  close, h a v i n g  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
a  B a p t i s t  Church t h e r e  i n  1828,  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  on Leonard and A r l i n g t o n  S t r e e t s .  Small f i s h i n g  h a m l e t s  
c o n t i n u e d  a t  L a n e s v i l l e ,  F o l l y  Cove, R i v e r d a l e  and  t h e  S t a g e  F o r t s  a r e a .  
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D. Economic Base 

Dur ing  t h e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  immedia te ly  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n  
G l o u c e s t e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u f f e r  t h e  consequences  o f  a  war t h a t  h a l t e d  most 
economic a c t i v i t i e s  conduc ted  on o r  a round  t h e  c o a s t .  Domestic and  f o r e i g n  
t r a d e ,  f i s h i n g  and  s h i p b u i l d i n g  a l l  p r a c t i c a l l y  c e a s e d  upon t h e  ou tb reak  of  
h o s t i l i t i e s ,  and  t h e  m a r i t i m e - r e l a t e d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  pre-war y e a r s  d i d  n o t  
resume u n t i l  t h e  1790s.  I n  1780 ca. 20% of t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  p o p u l a t i o n  was 
h e a v i l y  dependen t  on c h a r i t y .  T h i s  d e p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n  p r e v a i l e d  u n t i l  
G l o u c e s t e r  merchant  c a p i t a l i s t s  once  a g a i n  began i n v e s t i n g  i n  f o r e i g n  
commerce. 

Beginning  i n  1790 and  c o n t i n u i n g  u n t i l  a round  t h e  War of 1812, G l o u c e s t e r  
merchan t s  conduc ted  an e x t e n s i v e  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  t h e  West I n d i e s .  
With Surinam a s  t h e i r  p r imary  f o r e i g n  p o r t  G l o u c e s t e r  t raders s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  
t h e  e x p o r t a t i o n  of  f i s h  ( e s p e c i a l l y  h a k e ) ,  b e e f ,  po rk ,  ham, l a r d  and f l o u r  and  
i m p o r t  of s u g a r ,  m o l a s s e s ,  rum, c o f f e e  and  cocoa.  P r o f i t s  from t h e  Surinam 
t r a d e  were r e i n v e s t e d  w i t h  an eye  toward  expanding  t h e  t r a d e  network t o  Europe 
a n d  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s .  S h i p s  t r a v e l l i n g  t o  European p o r t s  b r o u g h t  f i s h  while 
t h e  r e t u r n  c a r g o e s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s a l t ,  f r u i t ,  w ine  and s p e c i e .  I n  1800 an 
a s s o c i a t i o n  was formed t o  p u r s u e  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  t r a d e ,  b u t  when t h e  f i r s t  
v e s s e l  was d e s t r o y e d  r e t u r n i n g  from Sumatra t h e  v e n t u r e  c o l l a p s e d .  

The  r e s t o r a t i o n  of f o r e i g n  t r a d e  r e i n v i g o r a t e d  t h e  f i s h i n g  and  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
i n d u s t r i e s .  Most Fede ra l  p e r i o d  f i s h e r m e n  worked t h e  Bay, Labrador and 
o f f s h o r e  f i s h i n g  l a n e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  more dangerous  and c a p i t a l  i n t e n s i v e  
b u s i n e s s  o f  f i s h i n g  t h e  Grand Banks. Thus,  s m a l l e r  "Chebacco b o a t s n  were i n  
g r e a t e r  demand. I n  1792 t h e r e  were  133  Chebacco b o a t s  a v e r a g i n g  11 t o n s  awned 
on  Cape Ann. Some of  t h e s e  were  b u i l t  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  Essex ,  o t h e r s  i n  
G l o u c e s t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f i s h i n g  b o a t s  G l o u c e s t e r  men b u i l t  l a r g e r  
sea-worthy b r i g s ,  s h i p s  and s c h o o n e r s  f o r  t h e  f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  I n  1791 t h e r e  
were 6524 t o n s  of  v e s s e l s  owned i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  Bes ide  employment i n  
s h i p b u i l d i n g  and f i s h i n g ,  men were needed t o  o u t f i t  t h e  v e s s e l s  w i t h  r o p e ,  
f i s h i n g  l i n e s ,  a n c h o r s ,  e t c .  a s  well a s  t o  l o a d  and un load  c a r g o e s .  I n  1791,  
t h e r e  were  two ropewalks  and a  t h i r d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1803. 

The r e t u r n  of commercial  p r o s p e r i t y  is s u g g e s t e d  by  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  
G l o u c e s t e r  Bank i n  1796. However, t h e  uneveness  w i th  which t h i s  wea l th  was 
d i s t r i b u t e d  is s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an a lmshouse  i n  t h e  same 
y e a r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  number o f  t e m p o r a r i l y  employed w a t e r f r o n t  day 
l a b o r e r s  G l o u c e s t e r  was con£ r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of numerous f i she rmen  who 
"were  a s  a  c l a s s  m i s e r a b l y  poor and g e n e r a l l y  i n  deb t  t o  some s t o r e k e e p e r  a t  
G l o u c e s t e r  h a r b o r "  (Morr i son  1921; r e p r i n t e d  1961 : 14 3) . P o v e r t y  was an even 
g r e a t e r  problem d u r i n g  t h e  decade from 1807 t o  1817 when t h e  t r a d e  embargo a n d  
t h e  War of 1812 once  a g a i n  s t i f l e d  t h e  town 's  maritime i n d u s t r i e s .  F i s h i n g  
and t r a d e  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  r e c o v e r  u n t i l  1818 when t h e  f e d e r a l  government began 
award ing  a  bounty  o f  two d o l l a r s  pe r  hundred  pounds of f i s h  caugh t .  

Other  economic a c t i v i t i e s  i n  F e d e r a l  G l o u c e s t e r  i n c l u d e d  g r a n i t e  q u a r r y i n g  and 
f a rming .  Small q u a r r i e s  were worked on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  Cape Ann t o  t h e  wes t  
o f  Annisquam. I n  1828 t h e  Lanes '  Cove P i e r  Co. was formed t o  c r e a t e  a  h a r b o r  
s u i t a b l e  f o r  h i p p i n g  g r a n i t e .  S t i l l ,  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  was o n l y  i n  i ts  in fancy .  
m i l e  some f a r m i n g  was done t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town t h e  pr imary  a r e a  was i n  West 
G l o u c e s t e r .  I n  a l l  t h e r e  were 10778 a c r e s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n  1791,  o n l y  
3% of which was under t i l l a g e ,  w h i l e  41% was devo ted  t o  p a s t u r e  and a n o t h e r  
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16% was haying land. Dairying and slaughtering were important a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  
1791 there  were f i v e  slaughter houses and four tan houses. Some harvesting of 
grain and wood p r o a c t s  is suggested by the  presence of f i v e  g r i s t  and 
sawmills. In 1820 the majority of Gloucester 's male working population was 
employed in f i shing while smaller numbers worked on farms (1631, in 
manufacturing (169) and i n  commerce (79) .  

E. Architecture 

Residential :  Housing i n  the  town continued t o  exhibit a var ie ty  of competing 
forms. Many builders retained the common Colonial form of central chimney 
house, though now employing t he  gable roof i n  most instances; about a dozen 
were constructed of the  large  f i v e  bay form, and another dozen of the three  
bay form, while only two four bays a r e  known. The a l t e rna te  roof form during 
period is the  h i p  roof, popularized in high s t y l e  examples, and was adopted i n  
about f i ve  addit ional  examples. Houses of 1 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  were consistently 
b u i l t  of f i v e  bays wi th  gable roofs, and about a dozen a r e  known. 
Multichimney house forms increased in popularity, but in  the  formal varient  
charac te r i s t i c  of the town. The c lass ica l  double in te r io r  chimney form was 
employed in large and s t y l i s t i c a l l y  ambitious homes; only about f i ve  a r e  known 
of t h e  2 & 1 / 2  s tory ,  f i ve  bay, gable roof form; s t i l l  rarer  a re  examples w i t h  
h i p  roofs,  only about f ive .  Three s tory ,  h i p  roof, h i g h  s t y l e  examples, 
however, a r e  known from about seven examples. Smaller houses, those employing 
s ingle  p i l e  or L-plan arrangements, u t i l i z ed  a range of chimney placements. 
Rear wall chimneys were most common for s ingle  p i l e  plans i n  houses of 2 & 1 / 2  
s t o r i e s ,  f i v e  bays, and center ent r ies .  L-plan houses were constructed w i t h  
e i the r  exter ior  wall chimneys, or a combination of in te r io r  and rearwall 
placements. Two brick houses were constructed w i t h  rearwall chimneys. 

I n s t i t u t i ona l  : The fledgling Universalists  constructed a meetinghouse i n  
1780, small w i t h  a gable roof; it was taken down and replaced in 1805-06 w i t h  
a new design by Col. Jacob Smith ;  i t  is gable front  in form w i t h  an entry 
porch of th ree  doors screening a semi-attached tower culminating in octagonal 
bel f ry ,  and dome. The F i r s t  Parish bu i l t  the i r  second meetinghouse in 1828, a 
gable front  w i t h  semi-attach ed tower culminating i n  octagonal be1 f ry ,  s tages,  
and dome. The F i r s t  Parish b u i l t  the i r  second meetinghouse i n  1828, a gable 
f ront  form with two lancet headed entrances, and or ig inal ly  a square 
semi -projecting t w e r .  That same year an addit ional  Congregational house was 
constructed by the  society a t  Lanesville; its form is gable front  w i t h  
semi-attached tower and screening entry pavi l l ion,  but i t s  Renaissance Revival 
ornament r e f l e c t s  the  enlarging and remodelling tha t  took place in 1853. The 
town ' s  smaller new denominations a l so  constructed meetinghouses, the Baptists  
in  1822, and t he  Methodists in 1828; both of unknown appearances. The Beacon 
Street  School is an exceptional period survival constructed in 1795, of two 
s t o r i e s  under a h ip  roof; i t  o r ig ina l ly  stood on Granite St reet  where it a l so  
held the town of f i ces  un t i l  1855 when it was moved and converted t o  primary 
c lass  use. A new school had been constructed a t  the  harbor in 1800, and by 
1804 there  were 11 d i s t r i c t s  i n  the  large  town. Additional public buildings 
included a Customs House (17891, workhouse (17961, and numerous enginehouses 
for the f i r e  soc ie t i es .  

Indust r ia l :  F i s h  houses, storehouse, s a i l l o f t s ,  forges and ropewalks were a l l  
b u i l t  during the period. I n  1791 these were two ropewalks and a t h i rd  was 
erected in 1803. One of these was located on Western Ave near Main Street .  A 
w i n d m i l l  was b u i l t  next door in 1814 and l a t e r  removed. Shipyards were a l so  
established around the  town. Two sawmills and two gr i s tmi l l s  were erected 
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p r i o r  t o  1830 a n d  p e r h a p s  much e a r l i e r .  Burnham's c o r n  m i l l  was l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  Essex R ive r  o f f  o f  Concord S t .  nea r  t h e  Essex bo rde r .  An e x t a n t  g r i s t m i l l  
was e r e c t e d  on M i l l  R ive r  a t  t h e  Washington S t .  b r i d g e .  H a s k e l l  's sawmil l  was 
l o c a t e d  on Essex Ave and Concord S t r e e t ,  and a n o t h e r  was e r e c t e d  n e a r  Essex 
Ave i n  t h e  Squam Rive r .  

Commercial: I s o l a t e d  examples s u r v i v e  from t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a t  Annisquam; a 1 & 

1/2  s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t o r e  w i th  a s i n g l e  c e n t e r  e n t r y  open ing  on its p r imary  
f a c a d e  is s a i d  t o  d a t e  t o  1775; t h e  Lane s t o r e  is a seven  bay,  1 & 1/2  s t o r y  
g a b l e  r o o f e d  b u i l d i n g  d a t i n g  t o  1815-20. A h o t e l  s a i d  t o  d a t e  t o  1810 t a k e s  
t h e  f a m i l i a r  domes t i c  form o f  3 s t o r i e s  an a basement ,  s i x  bay f a c a d e ,  and  end 
w a l l  chimneys. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

E x i s t i n g  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use .  S t r e e t s  c l a i m i n g  t h e i r  o r i g i n s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e :  t h e  Causeway o v e r  Goose Cove (1833-34) ; Gould Cour t  (be tween 
1851 and 1860) ; s e v e r a l  s t ree ts  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  and  w e s t e r n  downtown (1866)  ; 
Dale and R a i l r o a d  Avenues (1867) ;  a n d  P e a r c e  Street  (1870) .  I n  1847 t h e  P o i n t  
B r i d g e  Company e r e c t e d  a b r i d g e  w i t h  a twenty-two f o o t  draw over  L o b s t e r  Cove, 
now f a c i l i t a t i n g  o v e r l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  between Annisquam and downtown 
G l o u c e s t e r .  I n  1861,  t h e  o l d  b r i d g e  ( c a l l e d  t h e  Annisquam) was r e p l a c e d .  
Mass t r a n s i t  f a c i l i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  improve. S t a g e  t r a v e l  was q u i c k l y  
d i s c o n t i n u e d  by t h e  a d v e n t  o f  r e g u l a r  t r a n s p o r t  over  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  Branch of 
t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  (1847) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s t e a m b o a t s  began s e a s o n a l  o p e r a t i o n  
between G l o u c e s t e r  and Boston i n  1840. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Dur ing  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  town's  rate of  growth measured 105% a s  
i t  expanded f rom 510 t o  15,389,  a r a t e  t h a t  a g a i n  ranked f i f t h  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  
The p o p u l a t i o n  dropped b r i e f l y  between 1837 and 1840,  b y  n e a r l y  2500. Growth 
was m a s t  r a p i d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d s  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  I n  s i z e  t h e  town s t i l l  
ranked  f o u r t h  belaw t h e  r a p i d l y  expand ing  i n d u s t r i a l  communit ies  of Lawrence 
and Lynn a s  well as Salem. By 1855,  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  
town i n c l u d e d  13% f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  dominated  by  e q u a l  numbers of I r i s h  and  
Canadians  and s m a l l  numbers o f  E n g l i s h  and  P o r t u g u e s e  immigrants .  Ten y e a r s  
l a t e r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  h a d  expanded t o  1 9 %  a n d  t h e r e  were twice a s  many 
Canadians  a s  I r i s h ,  and n e a r l y  200 Por tuguese .  

R e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  m u l t i p l y  a s  t h e  town expanded. Orthodox 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s  were formed i n  1830 a t  West G l o u c e s t e r  and  
L a n e s v i l l e ,  w h i l e  t h e  l ike-minded w i t h i n  F i r s t  P a r i s h ,  t h e  m i n o r i t y  o f  t h e  
p a r i s h  b u t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h ,  withdrew t o  form a new church  i n  1837. 
The B a p t i s t s  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e i r  s o c i e t y  i n  1830, and  a s econd  s o c i e t y  was 
o r g a n i z e d  a t  East G l o u c e s t e r  ca. 1861. A s econd  Method i s t  S o c i e t y  was formed 
i n  t h e  R i v e r d a l e  a r e a  i n  1838. A s c h i s m  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  Independant  
C h r i s t i a n  S o c i e t y  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a new U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  i n  1841. I n  1849 
t h e  f i r s t  Roman C a t h o l i c  masses were c e l e b r a t e d  i n  t h e  town, a n d  t h e  former 
B a p t i s t  meet inghouse  was p u r c h a s e d  i n  1855. T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  Ep i scopa l  S t .  
J o h n ' s  p a r i s h  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1864. By 1840 t h e  town i n c l u d e d  2 3  d i s t r i c t s  
b u t  t e n  y e a r s  later t h e  d i s t r i c t  s y s t e m  was abandoned i n  f a v o r  o f  a town 
sys tem.  The Odd Fe l lows  o r g a n i z e d  h e r e  i n  1845,  a d d i n g  a s econd  g roup  i n  
1866;  t h e  Masons o r g a n i z e d  a Lodge i n  1865. 
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C. Settlement Pat tern  

A f i r e  i n  1830 destroyed over 40 houses and 60 s to res  in the  hear t  of the  
Vi l lage 's  business d i s t r i c t ,  including a l l  buildings between Front S t ree t  and 
the  harbor, and along Front from Washington Street  t o  Porter .  B u t  the  town 
quickly r ebu i l t  its commercial corridor,  and i ts  era of prosperity continued. 
By 1850, Gloucester Harbor had developed i n to  a major maritime community. 
Newly r ebu i l t  Front S t ree t  continued as the town's primary commercial 
corr idor ,  and a t  mid-century was s t i l l  linked via alleyways d i rec t ly  to the  
waterfront. The area between the  Front St reet  ax i s  and the harbor was densely 
occupied w i t h  waterfront-related a c t i v i t i e s ,  from small manufactories and 
warehouses, t o  f i sh  and f l ake  houses. 1850 saw Gloucester 's town house and 
two ho te l s  ( t h e  Gloucester House and Union House) c lus tered a t  the  
in tersect ion of Washington and Middle s t r e e t .  From t h i s  node, Middle S t ree t  
spanned eastward, a corridor of e l i t e  residences and the  principal  avenue of 
re l ig ious  s t ructures .  

The 1860's saw the  m s e t  not only of the  Civi l  War, but of a second 
conflagration (1864) which destroyed 130 buildings and wiped out Front 
S t r ee t ' s  e n t i r e  fabr ic  from Porter  S t r ee t  eas t  to Duncan and Pleasant. 
Rebuilding proceeded immediately. Front (Main) St reet  from Washington t o  
Chestnut remained t h e  town 's primary commercial corridor. Contemporaneous 
wi th  the  large  s ca l e  rebuilding of the central  business d i s t r i c t  was the 
efflorescence of the  Dale St reet  area as Gloucester 's c iv ic  focus. The 
ca ta lys t  t o  t h i s  development was the  relocation of the town house from western 
downtown a t  Washington and Middle St reets  to its more centra l  location m Dale 
Street .  Erected i n  1867, Gloucester 's new c i t y  ha l l  was razed by f i r e  i n  
1869, and immediately rebu i l t .  New additions to the  Middle/Dale St reet  
v i c in i t y  include a new Baptist  Church (18501, Unitarian Meetinghouse (18551, 
and high school (1851). 

Mid-century saw res iden t ia l  building pushing fur ther  east  and west from the  
v i l l age  center ,  w i t h  nearly a dozen houses appearing by mid-century on Rocky 
Neck, and a small node of settlement having emerged in East Gloucester ( a t  the 
Plum and East Main S t ree t  v ic in i ty  1. With the coming of the  ra i l road in to  the  
harbor v i l l age ,  set t lment a c t i v i t y  began to  move i n to  the  i n t e r i o r ,  away from 
the a c t i v i t i e s  a t  the  waterfront. The 1850 town was densely s e t t l e d  as fa r  
inland as Maplewood and Railroad Avenues, to  the  west beyond Wash ington Street  
t o  Babson, and to the eas t  as f a r  a s  Main and Prospect. A s  r e s iden t ia l  
densi t ies  rapidly increased, many of the  open es ta tes  s t i l l  in tac t  near the  
c i t y  center ,  were subdivided and developed. A t  period's end in the Habor 
v i l l age ,  Middle St reet  continued as a focus of a f f luen t  res iden t ia l  building, 
but was now challenged by the Beacon H i l l  area (Hovey and Summer S t r ee t s )  
overlooking t he  harbor. To house the  town's expanding immigrant populations, 
neighborhoods of s ing le  and multifamily worker housing began t o  r ing the  
downtown, especial ly below and behind t he  e l i t e  Hovey/Summer S t ree t  area to  
the  west, and t o  the eas t  along M t .  Vernon and Friend Street .  A Catholic 
chapel was erected in t h i s  v ic in i ty  (1855) t o  accommodate the g rwing  
Portuguese and I r ish  communities. The Oaks and Maplewood sections were s t  ill 
too remote for settlement. Within the centra l  c i t y ,  pockets of res iden t ia l  
building can be found on Main Street  from Washington t o  Porter ,  on Prospect 
and Dale S t ree t s ,  and on newly opened Gould Court. 

Several of Gloucester 's coastal  hamlets grew rapidly during the period. 
Lanesville developed from a t iny  f ishing v i l l age  of the  1820's in to  a 
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commercial c e n t e r  by mid-century ,  its most i n t e n s i v e  development f o c u s s e d  
a l o n g  Washington and Longford S t r e e t .  I n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  a n d  701s ,  concomi tan t  w i t h  
t h e  f l u r r y  o f  q u a r r y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  of t h e  Cape,  Bay 
V i e w  a l s o  emerged i n t o  a t h r i v i n g  v i l l a g e .  Only Annisquam, wi th  l i t t l e  
q u a r r y i n g  i n  its v i c i n i t y  a n d  now t o o  s h a l l o w  a h a r b o r  t o  compete w i t h  
G l o u c e s t e r  Harbor ,  saw l i t t l e  development. A f t e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  
Washington S t r e e t  and  Goose Cove Causeway (1834)  improved t h e  o v e r l a n d  l i n k  
between Annisquam and t h e  Harbor  V i l l a g e ,  n o t  o n l y  was permanent  r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g  s t i m u l a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  town b u t  summer v i s i t o r s  began t o  f low 
i n t o  G l o u c e s t e r .  I n c i p i e n t  s e a s o n a l  c o l o n i e s  began t o  a v e r a g e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  a t  
Magnolia ,  Bass Rocks and E a s t e r n  P o i n t ,  and  n o r t h  a l o n g  t h e  Annisquam Rive r  t o  
L o b s t e r  Cove, Annisquam, and t h e  n o r t h e r n  Cape. 

D. Economic Base 

I n  t h e  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War f o r e i g n  commerce and  f i s h i n g  were t h e  
pr imary  components of t h e  t h r i v i n g  G l o u c e s t e r  economy. m i l e  t r a d e  wi th  
Surinam and t h e  Mar i t ime P r o v i n c e s  was c r i t i c a l  t o  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
decades ,  phenomenal growth i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  from 1830 t o  1865 c a u s e d  a 
r e a l i g n m e n t  i n  t h e  economic h i e r a r c h y .  Con t inued  growth i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  s e c t o r  
was i n  f a c t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  v i r t u a l  c o l l a p s e  of  f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i n  t h e  
1860s .  Fo l lowing  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  Dutch Guinea  t h e  Surinam t r a d e  
was abandoned. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l a r g e  commercial  s h i p p i n g  f i r m s  l e f t  
G l o u c e s t e r  f o r  Bos ton ,  s i g n a l 1  i n g  t h e  g r  owing c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of c a p i t a l  i n  
l a r g e r  p o r t s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  firms engaged i n  t h e  Surinam t r a d e  were t h o s e  o f  Danie l  Roger 
and David P i e r c e .  When t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  r e a c h e d  its peak i n  1857 t h e y  i m p o r t e d  
c o f f e e ,  cocoa  and  o t h e r  goods worth $400,000. Vessels from o t h e r  American,  a s  
well a s  f o r e i g n  p o r t s  e n t e r e d  and l e f t  G l o u c e s t e r  w i th  goods. I n  1855, 232 
v e s s e l s  of 21,037 t o n s  b r o u g h t  goods t o  t h e  p o r t .  Meanwhile 308 v e s s e l s  of 
26,253 t o n s  l e f t  G l o u c e s t e r  f o r  o t h e r  p o r t s ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  town 
m a i n t a i n e d  a f a v o r a b l e  b a l a n c e  of t r a d e .  

While a g r i c u l t u r a l  and o t h e r  goods were c e r t a i n l y  among t h e  p r o d u c t s  e x p o r t e d ,  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e x p o r t  was f i s h .  G l o u c e s t e r  and Rockpor t  were t h e  o n l y  two 
n o r t h  s h o r e  towns i n  which t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  grew d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
Between 1837 and  1865,  t h e  number of v e s s e l s  engaged i n  t h e  mackerel and  cod 
f i s h e r i e s  i n c r e a s e d  f rom 221 o f  9824 t o n s  t o  341 o f  24,450 tons .  L i k e w i s e  t h e  
number of men employed on t h e s e  v e s s e l s  i n c r e a s e d  from 1580 t o  4590 a n d  t h e  
v a l u e  of t h e  c a t c h  jumped from a round  5500,000 t o  a round  5 3 m i l l i o n .  As t h e  
p e r i o d  advanced t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  s h i f t e d  from t h e  u s e  of  s m a l l  b o a t s  
o p e r a t i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  and s a i l i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  town 's  many coves  t o  t h e  u s e  
o f  l a r g e  v e s s e l s  f i s h i n g  on t h e  George ' s  and Grand Banks and s a i l i n g  
p r i m a r i l y  o u t  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  h a r b o r .  While t h e  Bank f i s h e r i e s  began i n  t h e  
1830s ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  burgeoned a f t e r  1846 when a r a i l  l i n k  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
be tween G l o u c e s t e r  and Boston. T h e r e a f t e r  G l o u c e s t e r  f i she rmen  were a b l e  t o  
compete w i t h  Boston f o r  a s h a r e  of  t h e  f r e s h  f i s h  b u s i n e s s .  Another  a s p e c t  o f  
t h i s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  was t h a t  t h e  f i s h i n g  b o a t s  came t o  be owned by "a d i s t r i c t  
c l a s s  of merchan t - sh ip  owners  who a l s o  k e p t  g e n e r a l  s t o r e s  and a c t e d  a s  
w h o l e s a l e  d i s t r i b u t o r s . "  They f u r n i s h e d  a l l  s u p p l i e s  and took  50% of t h e  
f i s h e r m a n ' s  c a t c h  i n  r e t u r n .  The G l o u c e s t e r  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  made f u r t h e r  
g a i n s  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War b e c a u s e  t h e  union army used f i s h  a s  a s t a p l e .  A s  a 
consequence  of  such changes  by  1865 G l o u c e s t e r  "was by f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
f i s h i n g  town i n  America." ( M o r i s m  1961:312) 
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A s  the maritime economy sh i f t ed  from commerce to f i shing t he  associated 
support indust r ies  l i k e  boat and shipbuilding, ba r r e l ,  rope, s a i l ,  block and 
pump-making made corresponding adjustments. Gloucester men invented the  purse 
se ine  and seine f ishing boat and perfected the cl ipper f i shing schooner. I n  
1855, 55 men in s i x  s a i l l o f t s  made 1270 s a i l s  worth almost $100,000. That 
year 700 seines ( ne t s )  and 500 masts and spars  were made, as were seven new 
vessels  of over 600 tons and 102 smaller boats. Iron work worth over $50,000 
was conducted i n  23 blacksmith ships. Ca. 1865 t he  Cape Ann Anchor Works was 
established and the  number of independent blacksmiths h o p s  was reduced to  
14. A small copper paint manufacturer, Tarr and Wonson, began operations 
around the  same time, making paint especial ly for  boats. Another important 
mari time-related sector  was the f ish  by-products industry. F i s h  o i l ,  soap, 
candles, glue, and other p r o a c t s  were manufactured in Gloucester. 

By 1865 a t  l e a s t  92% of employed men worked i n  f ishing-related jobs. Another 
4% worked in manufacturing; many no doubt making products to o u t f i t  f i shing 
vessels. The remaining 4% worked i n  agr icul ture .  

Farming continued in West Gloucester though the  number of farms and farmers 
decreased. Hay, grains,  market vegetables and m i l k  were the major 
agr icu l tu ra l  products. M i l k  and vegetables were p roaced  pr incipal ly  for the  
urban population residing near the harbor. The f ive  g r i s t  and sawmills 
operated throughout the  period. 

Small-scale manufacturing not d i rec t ly  re la ted  t o  the  maritime sector included 
a shoe factory in Annisquam and the manufacture of s n u f f ,  h a t s  and clothing. 

Granite quarrying continued on a moderate sca le  up un t i l  the  Civil  War. There 
were two firms i n  Lanesville and two i n  Bay View, as well as numerous two-man 
quarries sca t t e red  over the  northern s ide  of the  Cape. The four larger firms 
employed 56 men for s i x  months in 1865 and cut s t o r e s  worth 540,000. Ca. 1865 
a t h i r d  firm began operations in Lanesville. Two years l a t e r  the  industry 
took off  when the  l a rge  Cape Ann Granite Co. was formed by General Benjamin 
Butler. The products of these quarr ies  included building blocks, paving 
stones and special  cuts for monuments. 

During t he  period the  Cape Ann Savings Bank was incorporated (1846) a s  was/the 
Cape Ann Bank (1855) and the  F i r s t  National Bank (1864). 

E. Architecture 

Residential:  Local prosperity brought on an ac t i ve  period of new housing 
s t a r t s ,  bu t  the s h i f t s  toward speculat ive development brought increasing 
uniformity in house form. Isola ted examples i l l u s t r a t e  t he  persistance of 
t r ad i t iona l  forms and plans; large  homes of ten  employed t h e  2 & 1 / 2  s to ry ,  
f i v e  bay, center entry form , par t i cu la r ly  w i t h  Greek Revival and I t a l i ana te  
ornament, about 20 examples. A var ia t ion on these was used in the town's 
multifamily housing, where four units  were composed of three  bay, s ide  entry, 
2 & 1 / 2  s tory  forms. Also re la ted  t o  e a r l i e r  forms is the 1 st 1 / 2  s tory ,  f i ve  
bay, center entry house, d i f fe r ing  from ea r l i e r  examples in its use of 
extended s t u d  height, as well as period var ia t ions  from center chimney heat  
sources. A l a rge  number were constructed during t he  mid-century years w i t h  
Greek Revival ornament, about twenty examples; exceptional ones added small 
windows under the  front  eaves. E'acade gables were added in about 15 examples 
in  keeping wi th  the Gothic Revival s ty le .  Isola ted examples of three  bays 
were a l so  constructed. By f a r  t he  most common house type, as well as the  most 
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s i g n i f i c a n t  new development,  was t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  Gouse of  t h r e e  bays  wi th  
s i d e  e n t r y .  They were b u i l t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  G r e e k  Rev iva l  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s ,  a n d  i n  n e a r l y  e q u a l  numbers of 1 & 1 /2  a n d  2 & 1/2  
s t o r i e s .  S m a l l e r  numbers w i th  e l l s  t o  form a l a r g e r  p l a n  were a l s o  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S h i f t i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  p a t t e r n s  a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  town' 
meet inghouses ,  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ,  r e p l a c e m e n t ,  and demise. By t h e  1840s ,  b o t h  
t h e  Four th  and Second P a r i s h e s  had  d i sbanded  and  t h e i r  meet inghouses  were 
t aken  down. With t h e  s h i f t  t o  U n i t a r i a n i s m  by t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  E v a n g e l i c a l  
Congrega t iona l  S o c i e t y  was formed, and  a mee t inghouse  was c o n s t r u c t e d e d  i n  
1831,  o f  unknown appea rance .  T h e i r  s econd  h o u s e ,  b u i l t  i n  1854 i n  t h e  
Renna i s sance  Rev iva l  s t y l e ,  h a s  a  s c r e e n i n g  pedimented  e n t r y  po rch ,  
s e m i - p r o j e c t i n g  tower and b e l f r y ,  r e c e s s e d  e n t r a n c e s  and a l l  round-headed 
windows. The ear l ier  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  d i s b a n d e d  and  i n  1855 t h e i r  meet inghouse  
was p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s .  The new B a p t i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b u i l t  a  
meet inghouse  i n  1830,  a  new one i n  1851 which bu rned  i n  1869; no  i n f o r m a t i o n  
is a v a i l a b l e  on appea rance .  A b r i e f  w i thd rawa l  from t h e  Independan t  
C h r i s t i a n / U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  b r o u g h t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  meet inghouse  
which was s h o r t l y  s o l d  t o  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s ;  it l a t e r  s e r v e d  a s  a n  Opera House. 

New v i l l a g e s  r e q u i r e d  new mee t inghouses ,  a l s o .  Expanding Annisquam b r o u g h t  
t h e  r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  T h i r d  P a r i s h  Church i n  1831; it is a wide,  g a b l e  f r o n t  
form, wi th  s q u a r e  tower ,  b e l f r y  and  dome, and  a l l  l a n c e t  open ings .  The 
s h o r t - l i v e d  F r e e  W i l l  B a p t i s t  g roup  c o n s t r u c t e d  a meet inghouse  i n  1831; i t  is 
a wide g a b l e  f r o n t  form, g r e a t l y  a l t e r e d  d u r i n g  l a t e r  u s e  as a m e e t i n g h a l l  and 
l a te r  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e .  A t  R i v e r d a l e  a second Method i s t  meet inghouse  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1838; it s u f f e r e d  a f i r e  i n  1952, s o  changes  a r e  unknown: 
c u r r e n t l y  i t  is a s i n g l e  s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  w i th  e n t r y  porch  and b e l f r y .  A new 
Congrega t iona l  h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1834 i n  West G l o u c e s t e r ;  i t  is a g a b l e  f r o n t  
wi th  c e n t e r  e n t r y  porch t h a t  c o v e r s  most o f  t h e  f a c a d e ,  wi th  s q u a r e  tower and  
b e l f r y ;  i t  is now s i d e d .  The L a n e s v i l l e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  r e b u i l t  t h e i r  
meet inghouse  i n  t h e  Renna i s sance  R e v i v a l  s t y l e  i n  1866; i t  is a g a b l e  f r o n t  
form wi th  s q u a r e  tower ,  b e l f r y  and  s p i r e ,  which p r o j e c t s  beyond t h e  v e s t i b u l e  
a r e a ,  w i th  a l l  round  headed openings .  S t .  J o h n ' s  E p i s c o p a l  Church was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1864 i n  t h e  G o t h i c  Reviva l  s t y l e ;  a g a b l e  f r o n t  form wi th  e n t r y  
po rch ,  t r e f o i l  over  t h e  door ,  and e x c e p t i o n a l l y  nar row l a n c e t  windows. 

S e v e r a l  s c h o o l s  p r o b a b l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  town. 
Large  examples a r e  2 & 1/2 s t o r i e d ,  g a b l e d  f r o n t  forms wi th  c e n t e r  e n t r i e s ;  
t h e  Leonard  S t r e e t  example d a t e s  back t o  1837,  t h e  Bray School t o  1852; 
unda ted  examples  on Washington and E l m  S t r e e t s  h a v e  round  headed  windows i n  
t h e  second  s t o r y ;  a  1 & 1/2 s t o r y  v e r s i o n  from 1851 s u r v i v e s  a t  S t a g e  F o r t  
Park.  By 1840 t h e  town i n c l u d e d  23 d i s t r i c t s ;  t h e  f i g u r e  was t h e n  r educed  t o  
10 when t h e  town sys t em r e p l a c e d  t h e  o l d e r  system. A m e e t i n g h a l l ,  P y t h i a n  
H a l l ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1858-59 i n  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  and  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s ,  
t h r e e  bays  i n  width  wi th  a  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  h i p  r o o f ,  and  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e .  A 
f i r e  s t a t i o n  o f  1831 is now used  by t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ;  it i s  2 & 1/2 
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  and  o f  a n a r r m ,  two bay wid th .  I n  1844-45 a town house  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  t emple  f r o n t  form; 2 & 1/2 s t o r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t ,  t h e  c o l o s s a l  I o n i c  p o r t i c o  dominates  t h e  pedimented  f a c a d e ;  it now 
s e r v e s  a s  t h e  l e g i o n  Memorial H a l l ,  and  an a d d i t i o n a l  p o r t i c o  e n t r y  was added  
a t  t h e  time o f  l e g i o n  t a k e o v e r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f i s h  h o u s e s  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  mar i t ime  s t r u c t u r e s  
c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  emphasis  on t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  h a r b o r  area. By 1850 t h e r e  were 
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around 50 f i sh ing  companies a t  the  harbor, a s  well as others as the  various 
coves. The Wonson Co. erected wharves, a s a i l l o f t  and fishhouses on East Main 
Street  near Gerring Street  in 1850. The extant buildings have been a l t e red  to  
storefronts.  A f i s h  house, ca. 1850, 1 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  frame, wi th  gabled roof 
s t i l l  stands a t  1107 Washington S t .  Another f i s h  house, ca. 1840-50, a 2 & 
1/2  s tory frame building w i t h  a shallow gable roof s t i l l  stands on &ore Drive 
opposite Herperius Ave. The Cape Ann Anchor Works erected a machine shop, 
one-story, frame w i t h  gabled roof on Whittemore S t ree t  ca. 1865 (extant) .  A 
net  and twine factory was erected on the  s i t e  of the  saw m i l l  on the  Squam 
River in  West Gloucester. I t  was destroyed by f i r e  ca. 1873. A shoe factory 
was erected in Annisquam. Small shoe shops a l so  dotted the  town. 

Sheds and other buildings re la ted  to  the grani te  quarrying industry were 
erected & r i n g  the  period. The Cape Ann Granite Co. erected an o f f i ce  ca. 
1867, 2 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  frame, f i v e  bays by two bays w i t h  a gabled roof a t  924 
Washington Street .  Behind the  o f f i ce  is a large  wooden shed, 1 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  
w i t h  a s teep gabled roof. The company a l so  erected a large  brick building, 2 
& 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  h i g h  but only one floor with a f u l l  length ridge vent ca. 1867. 
These buildings st i l l  stand. 

Another t i d e  m i l l ,  Hodgkins g r i s t  and sawmill, was erected a t  672 Washington 
Street  i n  Goose Cove ca. 1834. T h i s  2 & 1 / 2  s tory  frame building w i t h  shingle 
s id ing and gable roof s t i l l  stands and is under res iden t ia l  use. A 1 & 1 / 2  
s tory  frame addition now serves as a garage. 

Commercial: After the  f i r e  of 1830, brick commercial blocks were constructed 
t o  replace f ree  standing frame s t ruc tu res ;  2 & 1 / 2  s tory  s t ruc tu res  under h i p  
roofs survive along Main S t ree t  in the  West End. Of par t icular  i n t e r e s t  is 
the grani te  Gloucester Bank of 1831, located a t  the corner of these brick 
blocks and terminating in t he  "apse" a t  m e  end; it too is 2 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  
under a h i p  roof wi th  a round headed s ide  entry. Some frame s t ruc tu res  
survive from mid-century adhering primarily t o  the  gable f ront ,  center entry 
forms, of 1 & 1 / 2  and 2 & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s .  After a second f i r e  in 1864, a s e r i e s  
of larger three  s to ry  brick commercial buildings were constructed fur ther  t o  
the east  on Main S t ree t .  

XIII. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (18 70-1915) 

A. Transportation 

In the  f i na l  decades of t he  century several large  es ta tes  i n  the  downtown 
Gloucester v i c in i t y  were subdivided and new roads constructed. A l l  nearby 
e i the r  the  ra i l road or the  expanding s t r e e t ca r  l i ne s ,  these new neighborhoods 
include: the areas of Eastern Point and Sayward/Bass Avenues in East 
Gloucester; in the central  town, t h e  Oak Grove Cemetery/Gloucester Avenue 
v i c in i t y ,  and the Task Oaks area (roughly bounded by Gloucester Avenue on 5th 
north, ~ o r e s t / ~ o u n t  Vernon on the  south, Sargent on the west, and Perkins on 
the e a s t ) ;  and to  the  west, the Winahoun, Rousts Island,  and Agamenticus 
areas.  

In 1886, a horse-drawn s t ree tca r  l i n e  was extended from Beverly to  Gloucester, 
and within a decade, an e l e c t r i c  car system was put in to  operation. I n  1870, 
a year-round steamboat service commenced between Boston and Gloucester . I n  
addit ion,  although the  Annisquam Bridge was kept i n  good repair ,  and by the  
turn-of-the-century used t o  reach t ro l l eys  and buses a t  the  s t a t ion  m 
Washington S t ree t ,  the  cove was s i l t i n g  up. By 1896, the  l a s t  large  vessel  
passed through its draw. 
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  expanded b y  59% from 1870 t o  1915. A f t e r  r e a c h i n g  a peak 
o f  28,211 i n  1895 t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f e l l  t o  24,478 a t  p e r i o d ' s  end. S t i l l ,  
G l o u c e s t e r  was t h e  f i f t h  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  1915. A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  Canadians  and I r i s h  accoun ted  f o r  55% a n d  21%, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  o f  
t h e  fo re ign -born  p o p u l a t i o n .  Over t h e  n e x t  two decades  many P o r t u g u e s e  and 
F inns  immigrated.  Whi le  Canad ians  s t i l l  r e p r e s e n t e d  50% o f  t h e  f  ore ign-born  
i n  1915,  t h e  n e x t  l a r g e s t  g roup  was P o r t u g u e s e  a t  12%. Immigra t ion  of  Swedes, 
Norwegians, Danes, I t a l i a n s  and  E n g l i s h  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  th roughou t .  

S e v e r a l  r e l i g i o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were formed d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  
f o u r t h  Method i s t  Church was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Bay V i e w  i n  1871. Tha t  y e a r  S t .  
John ' s  E p i s c o p a l  Church was r e o r g a n i z e d  and  t h e  F i r s t  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e  N e w  
Church (Swedenborgian was o r g a n i z e d ;  t h e  l a t t e r  suspended  mee t ings  i n  1887. 
I n  1874 a g roup  o f  Swedish M e t h o d i s t s  began meet ing .  The c i t y ' s  S i x t h  
U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  was o r g a n i z e d  a t  L a n e s v i l l e  i n  1876 w h i l e  a n o t h e r  was 
formed i n  E a s t  G l o u c e s t e r  i n  1884. I n  1884 t h e  F i r s t  Church of C h r i s t ,  
S c i e n t i s t  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  The f o l l o w i n g  yea r  a n o t h e r  Me thod i s t  chu rch  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  E a s t  G l o u c e s t e r .  A l s o  i n  1885 a nondenominat ional  church  was 
o r g a n i z e d  i n  Magnolia t o  meet t h e  r e l i g i o u s  needs  o f  t o u r i s t s .  Two y e a r s  
l a t e r  a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  w i t h  20  members o r g a n i z e d  t h e  Union 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church i n  Magnolia. I n  1903 a Jewish  c o n g r e g a t i o n  began 
mee t ing  i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  

I n  1872 a f r e e  l i b r a r y  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  under  t h e  name G l o u c e s t e r  Lyceum and 
Sawyer F r e e  L i b r a r y .  I n  1875 t h e  Cape Ann S c i e n t i f i c  and  L i t e r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
was formed w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of  p romot ing  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  s c i e n c e  and t h e  
n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  of  Cape Ann. Other  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  YMCA, o r g a n i z e d  
f o r  a  s econd  time i n  1873; t h e  S a l v a t i o n  Army, e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1897,  and  t h e  
Bus ines s  Men's A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a  group o f  G l o u c e s t e r  r e t a i l  d e a l e r s  who began 
m e e t i n g  i n  1898. I n  1912 t h e y  merged w i t h  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
G l o u c e s t e r  Board o f  Trade .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  

Main S t r e e t  now d i v i d e d  between its F e d e r a l  (Washington t o  P o r t e r  S t r e e t  a n d  
newly r e b u i l t  V i c t o r i a n  ( P o r t e r  t o  Duncan S t r e e t  s e c t i o n s ,  b u t  remained a 
c o h e s i v e  a x i s  of commercial  a c t i v i t i e s .  A t  t h i s  time a d j a c e n t  P l e a s a n t  and  
Duncan S t r e e t s  s i m i l a r l y  assumed a commercial  c h a r a c t e r .  Rogers  S t r e e t  now 
i n t e r v e n e d  between main ( F r o n t )  S t r e e t  and  t h e  h a r b o r .  Rogers ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
Main S t r e e t  e x t e n d e d  a s  it e n c i r c l e d  t h e  i n n e r  h a r b o r  t o  rocky  Neck ,  s e r v e d  a s  
t h e  l o c u s  of  t h e  town's  m u l t i p l e  w a t e r f r o n t - r e l a t e d  m a n u f a c t o r i e s .  
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o c u s  i n  t h e  Dale,  n a s c e n t  c i v i c  c e n t e r  
a r e a .  Added w i t h i n  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  f i r s t  t h r e e  decades  were S t .  Anne's Church 
(1876) ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  Grammar School  (1887-891, a  new h i g h  s c h o o l  (1888/9) ,  and  
t h e  YMCA ( 1 9 0 4 ) .  

Glouces te r ' s  premier  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  now c l u s t e r e d  bo th  i n  t h e  
p r e s t i g i o u s  c i v i c  c e n t e r  l o c a l e ,  and on Hovey and Summer s t r ee t s  o v e r l o o k i n g  
t h e  h a r b o r .  About 1875,  i n  a t t e m p t s  t o  h o u s e  t h e  town's  s w e l l i n g  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  downtown v i c i n i t y  i n t e n s i f i e d  and G l o u c e s t e r ' s  
r ema in ing  l a r g e  estates were s u b d i v i d e d .  Among t h e s e  new neighborhoods  were 
Winniahdin and Agamenticus H e i g h t s  i n  West G l o u c e s t e r ,  and t h e  Maplewood, 
Oaks, and  Beacon H i l l  a r e a s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  downtown. Dense s t r e e t s c a p e s  of 
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both s i n g l e  an m u l t i - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  much of t h e  l a t t e r  b u i l d i n g  
a s  worker  ne ighborhoods  f o r  t h e  expanding  immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n s  took form. 

The l e n g t h e n i n g  t r o l l e y  sys t em j o i n e d  G l o u c e s t e r ' s  o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  w i t h  t h e  
downtown and f a c i l i t a t e d  e x t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development a t  Rocky Neck  and 
E a s t e r n  P o i n t ,  a l o n g  Washington S t r e e t  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  Cape,  and  toward  
Manchester  a l o n g  w e s t e r n  Avenue. Not t h e  ne ighborhoods  o f  mu1 ti - f ami ly  
h o u s i n g  of t h e  c e n t r a l  c i t y ,  t h e s e  o u t l y i n g  communit ies  were l a r g e l y  t h e  
p r o d u c t s  of t h e  town ' s  booming s e a s o n a l  / t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  and  its f a b r i c  
p r i n c i p a l l y  of s i n g l e  f a m i l y  homes. Around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  h o t e l  and 
c o t t a g e  complexes a r o s e  a t  Bass  Rocks, on E a s t e r n  P o i n t  and t h e  l a r g e s t  ( t h e  
O c e a n s i d e )  a t  Magnolia. Magnol ia ,  d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  decades  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  
blossomed i n t o  one o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  a t t r a c t i o n s  of  B o s t o n ' s  Gold C o a s t .  
Beyond t h e  e x p a n s i v e  Oceans ide  complex, t h e  a r e a  a t t r a c t e d  numerous boar  d ing  
h o u s e  ( f o r  i ts  summer p o p u l a t i o n )  as well a s  e x t e n s i v e  e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d i n g .  A l so  a t  t h i s  time, s e v e r a l  o u t l y i n g  estates were d i v i d e d  and l a i d  
o u t ,  most n o t a b l y  open ing  up f o r  development t h e  Two Penny Loaf and  Farm P o i n t  
v i c i n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time. Towns of  t h e  n o r t h e r n  cape  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  
growth (Bay V i e w ,  Annisquam and L a n e s v i l l e ) ,  s u s t a i n e d  by p r o s p e r i n g  f i s h i n g ,  
g r a n i t e  and  i n c r e a s i n g l y ,  r e s o r t  i n d u s t r i e s .  

D. Economic Base 

The economy of G l o u c e s t e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be h e a v i l y  dominated  b y  t h e  f i s h i n g  
i n d u s t r y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Whether i n v o l v e d  d i r e c t l y  i n  c a t c h i n g  t h e  
f i s h  o r  i n  r e a d y i n g  it f o r  market, t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  and  c a p i t a l  
were engaged i n  t h i s  s e c t o r .  Fo l lowing  a 50% drop  d u r i n g  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  
of t h e  1870s  t h e  number of men employed i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  grew q u i c k l y  i n  t h e  
1880s  and 1890s. By 1895, t h e  peak y e a r ,  more t h a n  5500 men were  f i she rmen .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  a few thousand  were employed i n  s h i p b u i l d i n g  a s  l a b o r e r s  cn t h e  
wharves,  i n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  f i s h  and  i n  t h e  numerous f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s .  
P e r h a p s  80-90% were d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  employed i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  
The r ema in ing  10-20% worked m f a r m s ,  mines ,  s m a l l  manufac tu r ing  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
o r  i n  t h e  re ta i l  s e c t o r  s e r v i n g  t h e  g r w i n g  c i t y  and  t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y .  The 
v a l u e  o f  a l l  manufac tu r ing ,  food p r o c e s s i n g  and mining  i n c r e a s e d  from $4.8 
m i l l i o n  i n  1875 t o  $8.5 m i l l i o n  i n  1914,  o r  by 75%. The r i se  o f  t o u r i s m  g a v e  
impe tus  t o  t h e  house  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n d u s t r y  and t o  t h e  r e t a i l  t r a d e s .  I n  1875 
t h e  C i t y  N a t i o n a l  Bank was i n c o r p o r a t e d .  

Fol lowing t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  i n  t h e  1870s t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  f i s h  c a t c h  g a i n e d  
s t e a d i l y .  From 1885 t o  1915 t h e  f i g u r e  i n c r e a s e d  29% t o  j u s t  under $3.5 
m i l l i o n .  Throughout  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i s h  were cod,  macke re l ,  
h a l i b u t ,  haddock and h e r r i n g ,  and  i n  1915 G l o u c e s t e r  v e s s e l s  l a n d e d  120 
m i l l i o n  pounds o f  a l l  f i s h ,  up  from ca. 92 m i l l i o n  pounds i n  1886. During 
t h i s  p e r i o d  G l o u c e s t e r  f i s h e r m e n  t u r n e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  t h e  f r e s h  f i s h  
market .  F re sh  cod  o u t w e i g h t e d  s a l t e d  cod by more t h a n  2 t o  1 and o u t v a l u e d  i t  
b y  a round  f i v e  t o  one.  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  some c u r i n g  c o n t i n u e d .  I n  1870 t h e r e  
were 30 f i s h - c u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  whid-i c u r e d  f i s h  wor th  a l m o s t  $3.5 
m i l l i o n .  I n  1905 t h e r e  were 3 7  such e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  which employed a round  900 
p e o p l e  and h a d  a p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  $4.25 m i l l i o n .  F i sh -cu r ing  n e c e s s i t a t e d  
l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  s a l t .  (X t h e  s t r e n g t h  of s a l t  i m p o r t a t i o n ,  G l o u c e s t e r  
r anked  second  t o  Boston i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  f o r e i g n  commerce t r a n s a c t e d .  I n  1912, 
G l o u c e s t e r  was t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  i m p o r t e r  of  s a l t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Fish 
c u r e d  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  was s h i p p e d  b y  r a i l r o a d  th roughou t  t h e  U.S. 

Second t o  f o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n  were t h e  v a r i o u s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s  a n c i l l a r y  t o  
t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  Foremost among t h e s e  was s h i p b u i l d i n g .  I n  1895, 22 
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b o a t  and  s h i p b u i l d i n g  companies employed 8 0  men and  t u r n e d  o u t  v e s s e l s  worth 
more t h a n  $175,000. Other  i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d e d  s a i l ,  r o p e ,  n e t ,  box ,  b a r r e l ,  
a n c h o r ,  p a i n t ,  a n d  o i l e d  c l o t h i n g  makers .  The T a r r  and  Wonson P a i n t  F a c t o r y  
expanded o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1876 as d i d  t h e  Cape Ann Anchor Works. A f i r m  making 
o i l e d  c l o t h i n g  f o r  f i s h e r m e n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  c a .  1870. By 1875 f i v e  f i r m s  
made more t h a n  $100,000 wor th  o f  o i l e d  c l o t h .  S i x  s a i l - m a k e r s  a l s o  made goods  
wor th  over  $100,000. S i x  box and  b a r r e l s  makers  p r o a c e d  goods worth over  
$225,000 i n  1905. 

L ikewise ,  s e c o n d a r y  p r o d u c t s  d e r i v e d  f rom f i s h  were i m p o r t a n t  t o  G l o u c e s t e r  
economy, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  i s i n g l a s s  ( g l u e )  and f i s h  o i l .  S i x  
p r o Q c e r s  of f i s h  o i l  r e a l i z e d  a p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  more t h a n  $300,000 i n  1905. 
I n  1875 t h e  R u s s i a  Cement Co. was i n c o r p o r a t e d .  W e r  t h e  n e x t  h a l f - c e n t u r y  
t h i s  f i r m  produced  i n c r e a s i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  of  g l u e  f rom t h e  s k i n s  of f i s h  and  
expanded its p h y s i c a l  p l a n t .  

The o n l y  known m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o p e r a t i o n  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  was 
s h o e  making and p r o d u c t i o n  o f  h o s i e r y .  The  Cape Ann F u l l e r  Shoe Co. make 
women's s h o e s ,  employing  1 2 3  p e o p l e  i n  1891.  S e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  f i r m s  were  a l s o  
making shoes .  The Ipswich  H o s i e r y  Co. e s t a b l i s h e d  a branch  f a c t o r y  i n  
G l o u c e s t e r  c a  . 1900. 

G r a n i t e  q u a r r y i n g  g a i n e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  & r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  C m d u c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  
i n  L a n e s v i l l e  and Bay V i e w ,  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  r a p i d  growth i n  t h e  
1 8 7 0 s  and  c o n t i n u e d  modera te  expans ion  u n t i l  c a .  1900 when p o u r e d  c o n c r e t e  
began  t o  r e p l a c e  g r a n i t e  as a b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l .  Expansion of  t h e  Cape Ann 
G r a n i t e  Co. made it t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  b u s i n e s s  i n  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
G l o u c e s t e r .  I n  1892 t h e  company was bough t  by Rockpor t  G r a n i t e  Co. a f t e r  t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Cape Ann Co. was i n d i c t e d  f o r  embezzlement  o f  a Boston bank. 
Meanwhile a n o t h e r  company, t h e  L a n e s v i l l e  G r a n i t e  Co., was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1873. 
Q u a r r y i n g  employed 200-300 men th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d .  

Farming, p r i n c i p a l l y  i n  West G l  o u c e s t e r  , c o n t i n u e d  t h e  t r e n d  of  p roduc ing  f o r  
t h e  urban marke t .  By 1895 d a i r y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  m i l k )  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  51% o f  t h e  
t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  Other  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s  were h a y ,  f o d d e r ,  
v e g e t a b l e s ,  p o u l t r y  p r o & c t s  and  f r u i t s .  From 1870 t o  1905 t h e  v a l u e  of  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods i n c r e a s e d  from under  $30,000 t o  a l m o s t  $200,000,  a 566% 
i n c r e a s e .  The f i v e  g r i s t  and  s a w m i l l s  were still r u n n i n g  i n  1872. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of  h o u s i n g  f o r  yea r  round r e s i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
f a v o r  forms f a m i l i a r  from mid-century .  G a b l e - f r o n t  forms  were f a v o r e d ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  1 & 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  t h r e e  bay ,  s i d e  e n t r y  form, i n  s i m p l e  
n e a r l y  unornamented examples  a s  well a s  w i t h  Queen Ann e l emen t s  i n c l u d i n g  
o rnamen ta l  s h i n g l e s  and  t u r n e d - s u p p o r t  po rches .  A s  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d i n g  
c o n t i n u e d ,  t h e s e  v a r i e t i e s  were employed. Beg inn ing  i n  t h e  end o f  t h e  l a s t  
p e r i o d ,  h o u s e s  i n  f a m i l i a r  fo rms  m p l o y e d  t h e  mansard  r o o f  o f  t h e  Second 
Empire s t y l e ;  c e n t e r  e n t r y  fo rms  were f a v o r e d  i n  both  two and t h r e e  s t o r y  
examples , t o t a l l i n g  a b o u t  1 0 ;  e x c e p t i o n a l ,  a r c h i t e c t  d e s i g n e d  examples 
i n c l u d e d  Ben jamin F. Dwight ' s  1866 h o u s e  f o r  Ben jamin F. B u t l e r ,  and  G r i d l e y  
J.F. B r y a n t s  1872 h o u s e  f o r  L o u i s  P. Roge r s ,  b o t h  of g r a n i t e ;  s i d e  e n t r y  
examples  a r e  known from a b o u t  f i v e  examples.  La rge r  homes i n  t h e  Queen Ann 
s t y 1  e employed more complex f o r m s ,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p r i m a r y  b l o c k ,  p r o j e c t i n g  
f r o n t  and  s i d e  b a y s ,  dormers ,  t o w e r s ,  and p o r c h e s ;  a b o u t  30 examples  a r e  
known, a n d  g a b l e  f r o n t s ,  a n d  L-plan g a b l e  f r o n t s  a r e  f a v o r e d  f o r  t h e  main 
b l o c k  
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Beginn ing  i n  t h e  1880s  wi th  t h e  expans ion  of  r e s o r t  u s e  of  t h e  town's  
w a t e r s i d e  p o i n t s ,  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l a r g e ,  f a s h i o n a b l e  homes were b u i l t  by w e a l t h y  
summer r e s i d e n t s .  A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  SI i n g l e  s t y l e  dominated,  w i t h  
its u s e  o f  complex roof  forms,  p o r c h e s  and decks ,  s h i n g l e  w a l l s  c o v e r ,  and 
f i e l d s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s  and f i r s t  s t o r i e s .  The o v e r a l l  form o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s  
was dominated  by t h e  l a r g e  r o o f s ,  e x t r a o r  d i n a r  i l y  w i d e  g a b l e s  and gambre l s  
c o v e r i n g  t h e  upper two o f  t h e  t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  p u n c t u a t e d  b y  dormers  and 
p r o j e c t i n g  bays ,  o r  v a r i e d  wi th  i n t e r s e c t i n g  o r  c r o s s  r o o f s  and a n g l e  p l a n s .  
C o n s i s t a n t  w i th  t h e  wea l th  and power of t h e i r  w n e r s ,  many of  t h e s e  were 
d e s i g n e d  by well-known a r c h i t e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  Dodd, McKay, and  Appleton a n d  
S tephenson ,  and  a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  Bass Rocks and  E a s t e r n  P o i n t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : New church  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s lowed somewhat d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
Smal l  meet inghouses  were c o n s t r u c t e d  by  s h o r t - l i v e d  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  A 
r e o r g a n i z e d  T h i r d  P a r i s h  ( c a .  18751,  a U n i v e r s a l i s t  a t  L a n e s v i l l e  (ca. 18781, 
and  a t  E a s t  G l o u c e s t e r  (1886) .  T h i s  l a s t  was s o l d  i n  1894 t o  t h e  Method i s t s  
t h e r e ;  now known as t h e  Church and used  f o r  o f f i c e s ,  t h e  S t i c k  S t y l e  church is 
g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form w i t h  a h i p  r o o f e d  e n t r y  porch wi th  s q u a r e  tower above ,  and  
s h e d  r o o f e d  w a l l  dormers  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  A Me thod i s t  Cnurch was a l s o  
c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  t h e  new s o c i e t y  a t  Bay V i e w ;  it is a l s o  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  d a t i n g  t o  
1870; w i th  g a b l e  f r o n t  form w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  t w e r  wi th  c r o s s  g a b l e  r o o f ,  g a b l e  
door hood, and  a l l  l a n c e t  windows. The F i r s t  Me thod i s t  r e b u i l t  i n  1883, i t s  
a p p e a r a n c e  now unknown. I n  1893 a Union C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church is Magnolia  
f rom a d e s i g n  by D.H. Woodbury; t h e  main b lock  is composed o f  wide  c r o s s  
g a b l e s  w i t h  e n t r y  porch  and e n t r y  tawer  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h i s  g a b l e  on t h e  
l o n g  wall ,  w i t h  a s h i n g l e  w a l l  cover .  The B a p t i s t s  r e b u i l t  i n  1871,  G o t h i c  
Rev iva l  i n  s t y l e ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form wi th  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  s i d e  twer  w i t h  
b e l f r y  and  s p i r e ,  s e c o n d a r y  t u r r e t  a t  o p p o s i t e  c o r n e r .  A s h o r t - l i v e d  B a p t i s t  
s o c i e t y  i n  E a s t  G l o u c e s t e r  c o n s t r u c t e d  a S t i c k  s t y l e  church  i n  1877;  g a b l e  
f r o n t  i n  form wi th  a h i p  r o o f e d  e n t r y  po rch ,  t r i a n g l e  headed  windows, an  
ornamenta l  s h i n g l e s ;  i t  s e r v e d  a s  a M e t h o d i s t s  Church,  a F inns  S o c i a l i s t  
Meet ing  H a l l ,  and  p r e s e n t l y  a s  a Lu the ran  Church.  

The p e r i o d ' s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  development ,  however,  was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
f o u r  Roman C a t h o l i c  Churches.  S t .  Ann's b u i l t  a new church i n  1876,  g a b l e  
f r o n t  i n  form wi th  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  s i d e  a i s l e s  wi th  e n t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  a s i n g l e  
s i d e  e n t r y  tower ,  b u t t r e s s e s ,  a p s e ,  and  l a n c e t  open ings .  A s e c o n d  mis s ion  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  L a n e s v i l l e ,  and S a c r e d  H e a r t  was b u i l t  t h e  same y e a r ;  i t  is a 
g a b l e  f r o n t  church  wi th  a g a b l e  r o o f e d ,  p r o j e c t i n g ,  p a i r e d  e n t r y  po rch ,  a n d  
s m a l l  b e l f r y .  Our Lady o f  Good Voyage was b u i l t  by t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  community 
i n  1892, o f  unknown a p p e a r a n c e ,  and  bu rned  i n  1914. S t .  J o s e p h ' s  was b u i l t  i n  
1911,  s t u c c o  and s t o n e ,  a wide  g a b l e  form, wi th  p r imary  e n t r y  i n t o  a 
c r e n e l l a t e d  s i d e  tower ,  and  a s e c o n d a r y  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  l a t e r a l  
w a l l .  

P u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  by  t h e  town added s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  
l andscape .  I n  1870 t h e  new town h a l l  was comple ted ,  a s t r u c t u r e  whose s i z e  
a n d  s t y l e  dominated  t h e  town; d e s i g n e d  b y  Bryand and  Rogers ,  t h e  b r i c k  and 
s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t s  o f  a l a r g e  h i p  b lock ,  p u n c t u a t e d  by  numerous towers; 
on t h e  p r imary  f a c a d e  a h i g h  c l o c k  tower of f o u r  s t o r i e s  wi th  dome above ,  
s e r v e s  as an e n t r y  po rch ;  mansard r o o f s  a c c e n t  each o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  
c o r n e r s ;  g r a n i t e  trim ornaments  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  its e n t r y  p o r t i c o e s ,  
b e l t c o u r s e s ,  roun theaded  l i n t e l s ,  and b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e s .  Near ly  a s  
i m p r e s s i v e  is t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1889; t h i s  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  
d e s i g n e d  by T r i s t r a m  G r i f f i n  and  E z r a  P h i l l i p s  is a l a r g e  h i g h  h i p  b l o c k ,  w i t h  
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gabled entry bays on opposite ends, and a larger cross gable projection along 
the  l a t e r a l  wall; i t  too is accented w i t h  grani te  s i l ls  and l i n t e l s ,  and 
be1 t cour ses . Other sur viving br ick sch oolbuil dings include the  Forbes School 
(n.d. ), 2 & 1/2  s t o r i e s  on a basement w i t h  gable roof and f ront ispiece  w i t h  
t e r raco t ta  ornament, t he  Eastern Ave. School (1907), designed by Ezra 
Ph i l l ips ,  is a Georgian Revival building of cross h i p  blocks, w i th  center 
primary, as well as flanking secondary entrances and banks of windows; 
Magnolia's Blyman School (1892) is a shingle s tory ,  frame, h i p  block w i t h  
c l a s s i c a l  covered entry,  cupola, and eye b r m  dormers. Huntress Home was 
constructed as the  almshouse in 1872, of brick; it consis ts  of a large  gable 
block w i t h  l a t e r a l  gabled well, and is ornamented w i t h  cornice corbell ing;  i t  
is now used for c i t y  off ices .  The Armory was constructed of brick (n.d. 1 ,  is 
s imi lar ly  two s t o r i e s  on a basement w i t h  panelled brick and stone trim. In 
1897 the Addision Gilbert Hospital was constructed from designs by Gardner, 
Pyne, and Gardner; t h e  main brick block is three s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  f ront ispiece ,  
arched window openings, and coins, i n  a  Georgian Revival design. A f i r e  
s t a t ion  constructed in 1873 is an L plan s t r uc tu r e  w i t h  a  s ing le  garage entry 
and o f f i ces  above, w i t h  a  l a t e r  garage addition. 

Voluntary associat ions were a l s o  ac t i ve  in building construction. The Red 
Men's Hall (n.d. combined commercial and meeting space in a brick three  s tory  
mansard building w i t h  granite s i l l s  and l i n t e l s .  In 1887 the  Magnolia Library 
Association constructed a Queen Ann design by Charles A. Cummings, of 2 & 1/2  
s t o r i e s  and T-plan w i t h  a  prominant facade gable. The Riverdale Grange was 
constructed c.  1890, a 2 & 1 / 2  s tory  gable f ront  of f i v e  bays wi th  entry i n t o  
t h e  f i r s t  and fourth bays. I n  1904 t he  YMCA b u i l t  a  large brick building of 
four s t o r i e s  on a corner l o t  w i t h  f l a t  roof, s tone trim, and entry in to  a 
canted corner . 
Indust r ia l :  The Cape Ann Anchor Works were enlarged during t he  period. A new 
machine shop, a frame building 35 x 115 fee t  w i t h  brick foundation and 
s l i g h t l y  pitched roof, and attached frame one-story boi ler  house were bu i l t ,  
as was a frame forge shop of one s tory  wi th  a  gabled roof and steam chimney. 
Two other buildings, a  three s to ry  frame s t r uc tu r e  50 x 100 f e e t  w i t h  a  
s l i gh t l y  pitched roof and an at tached boiler  brick house of one-story, were 
b u i l t  on the  Iron Works property and occupied by the  Fuller Shoe Co. a t  l e a s t  
u n t i l  ca. 1900. T h i s  en t i r e  complex still stands on mittemore Street .  The 
Tarr and Wonson Paint  Co. b u i l t  a  f i ve  building complex ca. 1875. These 
well-preserved small, 2 & 1 / 2  s tory  brick buildings w i t h  gabled roofs, 
corbelled brick entablature,  segmentally arched windows and doorways s t i l l  
stands on theharbor  a t  the end of Horton S t ree t  on Rocky Neck. Prior t o  
1899 the  Gloucester Net and Twine Co. b u i l t  a  l i n e  factory and ropewalk. The 
large  three-story frame factory wi th  four-story s t a i r  tower and f l a t  roof 
(extant)  was erected a t  in tersect ion of Maplewood and Grove, as was a 
one-story brick boiler  house w i t h  pitched roof (extant) .  The building i s  
currently occupied by the  Harris  Awning and Shade Co. The Fort Square area 
was a l so  developed during the period. The Russia Cement Co. owned a factory 
b u i l t  before 1899, as  d i d  the  Tarr I s ing lass ,  Cod O i l  and F i s h  Packing Co. 
Other f i s h  packing, s t o r i ng  and processing plants  were bu i l t  in t h i s  area. 
The Russian Cement Co. b u i l t  a  large  complex of buildings which is a 
well-preserved indus t r i a l  s i t e  on Blossom Rd.  off of Essex Ave. The f i r s t  
s t ructure ,  a  frame factory w i t h  f ront  two s tory  projection,  was b u i l t  i n  
1876. Two other buildings, a 2 & 1 / 2  s tory  s t r uc tu r e  w i t h  corbelled cornice 
(1887) and a simple two-story wood frame building w i t h  gabled roof, were 
erected during the period. The Ipswich Hosiery Co. established a branch i n  
Gloucester ca. 1900, erect ing a large brick four-story factory w i t h  f l a t  roof, 
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b r i c k  a r c h e d  windows and one s i d e  o f  t h e r e  b u i l d i n g  c o v e r e d  wi th  wooden 
boards .  T h i s  wooden s i d e  was a " temporary  " ar rangement ,  pending  a d d i t i o n s  
which were never  b u i l t .  A o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  on t h e  f r o n t  of 
t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  which s t i l l  s t a n d s  on Maplewood Ave. s o u t h  of C leve land  S t .  and  
is o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  Mighty Mac C l o t h i n g  F a c t o r y  Outlet. Ice houses  were b u i l t  
on Fernwood Lake d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

S h e &  and o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  were e r e c t e d  i n  L a n e s v i l l e  and Bay V i e w  where  t h e  
q u a r r y i n g  companies were l o c a t e d .  

Commercial: O u t s i d e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d is t r ic t ,  r e t a i l  o u t l e t s  r e t a i n e d  
t h e  common 1 st 1/2 s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  form, p a r t i c u l a r l y  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  t h e  downtown a r e a  p o s t - f i r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a v o r  
l a r g e r  b l o c k s ,  o f  t e n  i n  b r i c k ,  and o f  two and t h r e e  s t o r i e s .  A s  Magnolia  
expanded f o r  t h e  r e s o r t  t r a d e ,  s i n g l e  s t o r y ,  s t u c c o  r e t a i l  a r e a s  were common, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Colonade (18901, t h e  Dorchian b u i l d i n g  (1908) ,  and t h e  Colonade 
( 1 9 1 5 ) ,  d e s i g n e d  by  E z r a  P h i l l i p s ,  and  t h e  c l a p b o a r d ,  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  
DePinnas. Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  is t h e  t e a  shop (1900-10) t h a t  l a t e r  became 
a popu la r  n i g h t c l u b ,  D e l  Monte's;  an  L-plan g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  c o r n e r  
is a c c e n t e d  by  a tawer, each end by  a s h o r t  e l l .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The  Annisquam Br idge  (1861)  i s  cne  o f  o n l y  two l o n g  span  wood 
p i l e  b r i d g e s  i n  Massachuse t t s .  I t  is 440.5 f e e t  l o n g  w i t h  28  x 1 5  f o o t  s p a n s  
p l u s  a  former 22 f o o t  draw s e c t i o n .  Its o r i g i n a l  d e s i g n  remains  i n t a c t .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

A l a r g e  a r e a  o f  r o a d s ,  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  T r a s k  O a k s  v i c i n i t y  i n  t h e  
l a t e  19th  c e n t u r y  no  l o n g e r  e x i s t .  Among t h o s e  which a r e  now dead end s t r ee t s  
a r e  G l o u c e s t e r  Avenue, T r a s k s  and  Gale Road. L a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  a r e a  
sou thwes t  of  Farm P o i n t  was s u b d i v i d e d  and r o a d s  opened. Between 1950 and  
1954, Route 1 2 8  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  I n i t i a l l y  open o n l y  t o  t h e  Washington S t r e e t  
Ro ta ry ,  by p e r i o d ' s  end  i t  h a d  been  e x t e n d e d  t o  East G l o u c e s t e r  and t h e  
Rockpor t  v i c i n i t y .  The 1930s  saw t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  Community 
F i s h  P i e r  a t  t h e  h e a d  of t h e  I n n e r  Harbor (1938)  and t h e  d i s c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  
e lec t r ic  s treet  r a i l w a y  s e r v i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  town. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

G l o u c e s t e r  's grawth ground t o  a  h a l t .  A f t e r  l o s i n g  6 %  o f  its p o p u l a t i o n  
between 1915 and 1920 t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  a  d e c l i n e  begun t h r e e  decades  ear l ie r ,  
t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l l e d  22,947. G l o u c e s t e r  was able t o  r e g i s t e r  o n l y  a  
6% r a t e  of  growth f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  a  whole,  and  r e a c h e d  25,966 i n  1955. The 
p e r c e n t a g e  of f o r e i g n - b o r n  p lunged f rom 28.4% i n  1915 t o  14% b y  1950. I n  1915 
Canadian  (mos t ly  Nova S c o t i a n s )  l e d  t h e  n a t i v i t i e s  (48% 1 ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  
i m p o r t a n t  groups  i n c l u d e d  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  (13 .5%) ,  Swedes ( 5 . 6 % ) ,  and  F i n n s  
(8 .8%).  By t h e  p e r i o d ' s  close, Canad ians  (41% s t i l l  dominated,  w h i l e  o t h e r  
n a t i v i t i e s  h a d  f a l l e n  f a r  b e h i n d  a new p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  I t a l i a n s  (17 .3%) .  

C. S e t  tl ement 

P o p u l a t i o n  s t a b l i z e d  and  g r m t h  slowed. L i m i t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  downtown a r e a ,  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e  (1932) ,  E l k s  Lodge (1934) ,  a n d  
F e d e r a l  B u i l d i n g  (1828) b e i n g  e r e c t e d  a round  t h e  c i v i c  c e n t e r / D a l e  S t r e e t  
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a r e a .  Commercial f i s h i n g  remained p reeminen t  w i t h i n  the town 's  economy, its 
a s s o c i a t e d  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s p a n n i n g  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  from t h e  downtown 
Roger ' s  Street v i c i n i t y  a r o u n d  t h e  h a r b o r  t o  Rocky Neck. The commercial  c o r e  
on Main S t r e e t  now l e n g t h e n e d ,  r e a c h i n g  a s  f a r  as Winches t e r  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  
e a s t  and  a c r o s s  and  now up Washington S t r e e t  t o  t h e  west. I n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  s i m i l a r l y  outgrew t h e i r  e a r l i e r  bounds,  now o v e r f l o w i n g  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  o n t o  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  and  occupying  a g e n e r a l  zone  from E l m  t o  
Church. A t  Magnolia  a s i g n i f i c a n t  commercial  d i s t r i c t  s e r v e d  t h e  r e s o r t  
community . 
R e s i d e n t i a l  development i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  c i t y  was v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  t h e  f a b r  i c  
a l r e a d y  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  i t s  maximum d e n s i t y  i n  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  
decades .  Suburban growth s p r e a d  ou tward  from t h e  c i t y  a l o n g  i ts major  
a r t e r i a l s  - on Western,  E a s t e r n ,  and  Essex Avenues and Washington S t r e e t .  The 
town 's  n o r t h e r n  v i l l a g e s  had  u t t e r l y  s t a g n a t e d  b y  t h i s  time, t h e i r  few 
commercial  a c t i v i t i e s  s u s t a i n e d  o n l y  by a growing t o u r i s t / r  s o r t  i n d u s t r y .  
With t h e  impending c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  r o u t e  128  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' ~ ~  bo th  commuter 
r e s i d e n t i a l  and s e a s o n a l  b u i l d i n g  e s c a l a t e d .  Commuter communi t ies  began t o  
deve lop  i n  t h e  Route 1 2 8  v i c i n i t y ,  occupy ing  a wide p e r i m e t e r  a round  t h e  c i t y ,  
w h i l e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  summer r e s i d e n c e s  was most c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g ,  
s c e n i c  v i l l a g e s  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  cape  and a l o n g  t h e  Annisquam Rive r .  

D. Eccnomic Base 

F i s h i n g  and f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  c r u c i a l  r o l e s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
While t h e  number of  men working  on f i s h i n g  b o a t s  d e c l i n e d  f rom 2057 t o  1461, 
(27% t o  22%)  be tween 1915 a n d  1952, t h e  number working  i n  f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  
o f f s e t  t h e  lass. I n  1931 C h a r l e s  B i r d s e y e  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  qu ick  f r e e z i n g  
p r o c e s s ,  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  t h e  food  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n d u s t r y .  By 1952 t h i s  f i r m  h a d  
grown and a l m o s t  1700 p e o p l e  worked i n  f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g .  The g r a n i t e  q u a r r y i n g  
i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e .  I n  1915 o n l y  161  men worked t h e  q u a r r i e s .  By 
t h e  end of W W I  t h r e e  of  t h e  f o u r  companies i n  L a n e s v i l l e  had  c e a s e d  
o p e r a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  Rockpor t  G r a n i t e  Co. h a d  c l o s e d  i ts  Bay V i e w  Q u a r r y  i n  
1930. Farmers i n  West G l o u c e s t e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  produce  m i l k ,  p o u l t r y ,  f r u i t  
a n d  v e g e t a b l e s  f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

The r e s o r t  and re ta i l  and s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  I n  1952 a l m o s t  30% of t h e  working  p o p u l a t i o n  was employed i n  t h e  
w h o l e s a l e ,  r e t a i l  and s e r v i c e  s e c t o r s  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  7 t o  10% worked i n  
government and p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o s i t i o n s .  Of t h e  2600 p e o p l e  working  i n  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ca. 60% worked i n  f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  and a n o t h e r  30% i n  of c l o t h i n g  
and chemica l  and a l l i e d  p r o d u c t s  i n d u s t r i e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
summer estates c o n t i n u e d .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  well known is Hammond's C a s t l e  b u i l t  
f rom d e s i g n s  by  A l l e n ,  C o l l i n s ,  and  W i l l i s  i n  1925-28 t o  r e semble  a 1 2 t h  
c e n t u r y  tower ,  a 14th  c e n t u r y  r e f e c t o r y ,  a c o u r t  o f  15 th  c e n t u r y  h o u s e s ,  and a 
Roman poo l .  French i n s p i r e d  d e s i g n  can be s e e n  a t  T h r e e  Wate r s  by Wal ter  
Chambers (1919-20) and t h e  Tower of  t h e  Four Winds by Ralph Adams Cram, a n d  
B l i g h t l y  (1920-22). I s o l a t e d  examples were a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h i s  time i n  
Georgian ,  Tudor, Renna i s sance  R e v i v a l ,  and Craf t sman s t y l e s .  Smal l  numbers o f  
py ramida l  f o u r  s q u a r e s  and r e l a t e d  bungalows a r e  a l s o  known among more 
modes t ly  s i z e d  homes. Depres s ion ,  war,  and post-war h o u s i n g  h a s  n o t  been  
i n v e n t o r i e d .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Our Lady o f  G o o d v o y a g e  was r e b u i l t  i n  1915; i t  is a Spanish  
d e s i g n  by Hal fdan  M .  Hansen; i t  is a s t u c c o  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  t h r e e  
e n t r i e s .  two c o r n e r  towers w i t h  ogee r o o f e d  b e l f r i e s ,  a  c a r i l l o n ,  a n d  
ornamented by v e r g e b o a r d  c o n s o l e s  on e i t h e r  side o f  a  c e n t r a l  s t a t u t e  of Our 
Lady. S t .  Anthony by  t h e  Sea was b u i l t  of  f i e l d s t o n e  i n  1925 f rom a d e s i g n  by 
Edward T.P. Graham; i t  is a c r u c i f o r m  church  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  and  l a t e r a l  w a l l  
e n t r y ,  l a t e r a l  w a l l  tower ,  and  b u t t r e s s e s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  
remained i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  S c h o o l s  remained i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  town, 
and  i n  1927 a s i n g l e  s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  , f i v e  bay c e n t e r  e n t r y  example was 
added i n  Annisquam. I n  1925 t h e  C e n t r a l  F i r e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  b r i c k  i n  a  
Georgian  Rev iva l  d e s i g n ,  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  f l a t  roof  s c r e e n e d  b y  a p a r a p e t ,  
w i th  o f f i c e s  above s p a c e  f o r  f i v e  e n g i n e s .  I n  Magnolia a  F i r e  S t a t i o n  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  (n.d.1 t o  h o u s e  two e n g i n e s  i n  b r i c k  A r t  Deco. A d d i t i o n s  were 
made t o  t h e  Add i s ion  G i l b e r t  H o s p i t a l  i n  1924-25 and 1933;  t h e  d e s i g n  is 
s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g ,  and  t h e  major  new b u i l d i n g  was t h e  two 
s t o r y  P r e n t i s s  Wing; t h e  t h r e e  s t o r y  f e d e r a l  J o n a t h a n  Brown House, s e r v e s  a s  
t h e  R o b e r t  L. French A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g .  The F e d e r a l  government a l s o  
c o n s t r u c t e d  b u i l d i n g s ;  i n  1928 t h e  F e d e r a l  B u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  b r i c k ,  
a  2 & 1 /2  s t o r y  b l o c k  wi th  f l a t  roof  s c r e e n e d  by  a p a r a p e t ,  a  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  
w i t h  banks  o f  windows on e i t h e r  s i d e ;  t h e  P o s t  Off  ice o f  1932 was des igned  b y  
James A. Wetman, and  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  g r a n i t e  i n  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  Rev iva l  s t y l e ,  o f  
e i g h t  bays  i n  w id th  wi th  a  prominant  p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t i o n  of  f i v e  bays  w i t h  
D o r i c  s c r e e n  over t h e  r e c e s s e d  e n t r y .  

Commercial : The o u t s t a n d i n g  commercial  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  is t h e  
C o o p e r a t i v e  Bank of  1927;  d e s i g n e d  i n  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  Rev iva l  s t y 1  e by Timothy 
W. H a l l o r a n ,  i n  g r a n i t e .  A t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  ex t reme,  Jimmy's Barbershop o f  1928 
is a s i m p l e  s i n g l e  s t o r y  f l a t  r o o f e d  b u i l d i n g .  Other  p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  remain 
u n i v e n t o r  i e d .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The  draw s p a n  of  t h e  Annisquam Br idge  was removed i n  1947. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  A d d i t i o n s  were mad t o  t h e  R u s s i a  Cement Co. complex on Blossum 
Rd. I n  1930 a two s t o r y  f r ame  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s  and f l a t  roof  
was e r e c t e d ,  a s  was a s h i p p i n g  f a c i l i t y  wi th  a p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r y  wi th  doubled  
l e a v e d  g a r a g e  door s .  A f o u r  s t o r y  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g  wi th  bands of 
windows c l u s t e r e d  i n  g roups  of  t h r e e  on each f l o o r  and a t r u c k  l o a d i n g  dock 
was a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  The complex is c u r r e n t l y  o c c u p i e d  
by L e  P a g e ' s  Pape r  Co. 

S e v e r a l  f i s h  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t s  and c o l d  s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t i e s  were b u i l t  a l o n g  
t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Many of  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  poured  c o n c r e t e  
o r  c o r r e a t e d  m e t a l .  I n  1925 t h e  B i r d s e y e  f r e s h  f r e e z i n g  p l a n t ,  a  Spanish  
c o l o n i a l / I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  s t u c c o  e x t e r i o r  was b u i l t  on Commercial S t .  
near  F o r t  Square .  T h i s  e x t a n t  two s t o r y  c o n c r e t e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  a  f a l s e  f r o n t  
f a c a d e  wi th  c r e n e l l a t e d  p a r a p e t :  symmet r i ca l  e n t r a n c e s  wi th  p i l a s t e r s ;  
e n t a b l a t u r e  and c o n s o l e  b r a c k e t s ;  a s q u a r e  tower a t  t h e  r e a r  and a f l a t  r o o f .  
A d d i t i o n s  and a l t e r a t i o n s  h a v e  been  made. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The G l o u c e s t e r  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e s  many forms ( n e a r l y  900)  o f  v a r y i n g  q u a l i t y .  
Those comple t ed  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t o  mid-1970s i n c l u d e d  d u p l i c a t e s  and are o f t e n  
meager i n  i n f o r m a t i o n .  L a t e r  forms a r e  a  v a s t  improvement, and  a r e  i n  most 
c a s e s ,  use£  u l l y  o r g a n i z e d  by  v i l l a g e .  Some d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s  i n c l u d e  a f a i l u r e  
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t o  d i s c u s s  p l a n  i n  a n y  way ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e  u n u s u a l  1 8  c h o u s e s  t y p e  s o  
common h e r e  w i th  chimney l o c a t e d  b e h i n d  t h e  d o o r )  a s  well a s  i n c o n s i s t a n t  
s t y l e  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c i t y ' s  numerous l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and 20 th  c e n t u r y  
r e s i  dences  . 
Zoning l aws  appea r  i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  c e n t r a l  G l o u c e s t e r  . T o u r i s t  a n d  commercial  
f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t e r m i n g l e  w i t h  g a s  s t a t i o n s  and  shopp ing  p l a z a s  bo th  
a l o n g  Roger S t r e e t  a t  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  and  i n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  v i c i n i t y  o f f  R a i l r o a d  
Avenue. The  h i s t o r i c  downtown, an  e n c l a v e  between t h e s e  20th c e n t u r y  s t r i p s ,  
a p p e a r s  both  s m a l l  a n d  a t  r i s k ,  many of  i ts  Main S t r e e t  s t o r e f r o n t s  a l r e a d y  
h a v i n g  succumbed t o  modern r e n o v a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  T r a c t  deve lopments  o f  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  c l u s t e r  i n  t h e  c i t y .  S i n g l e  f a m i l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a p p e a r s  
a s  i n f i l l  t h roughou t  G l o u c e s t e r ,  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  i t s  major  r u r a l  
a r t e r i a l s .  Major condominium development  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  seems c o n f i n e d  t o  
E a s t e r n  P o i n t .  

X I I .  FINDING A I D  

L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  upper  C e n t e n n i a l  Ave. 

Mid-19th c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c i r c a  1830 - commerc ia l  

V i c t o r i a n  commercial  

Gould C o u r t ,  Main S t r e e t  
f rom Wash i n g t o n  t o  P o r t e r  

Main S t r e e t  P o r t e r  t o  
Duncan 

18 th  c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g s  Nor the rn  P i n e  S t r e e t  

V i c t o r i a n  i n s t i  t u t i o n a l / r e s i d e n t i a l  D a l e  S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y  

A f f l u e n t  mid-19th c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  Hovey S t r e e t  

A f f l u e n t  C o l o n i a l / F e d e r a l r e s i d e n t i a l  M i d d l e s t r e e t  

L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s o r t  community Magnolia  

E a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  f i s h i n g  h a m l e t  Annisquam 
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