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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), acting under 

statutory authority pursuant to Chapter 21, section 1; Chapter 92, sections 34B, 37, 38, 41; and Chapter 132A, 

sections 7, 7A of the General Laws, and in conformance with chapter 30A of the General Laws, will hold public 

hearings on proposed amendments to portions of 302 CMR 11.00 (Parkways, Traffic, and Pedestrian Rules) and 

302 CMR 12.00 (Parks and Recreation Rules) relating to disorderly conduct, the use of public address systems or 

audio devices on DCR property, and enforcement of DCR regulations. 

The following public hearings will be held to receive verbal and written comments on the proposed regulation: 

Notch Visitor Center    Wednesday, May 6, 2026 

Holyoke Range State Park   6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

1500 West Street 

Amherst, Massachusetts 

Botume House    Thursday, May 7, 2026 

4 Woodland Road    6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 

Stoneham, Massachusetts 

Verbal and written testimony may be presented at the public hearings; however, parties are requested to 

provide written copies of their oral testimony. Written comments will be accepted beginning April 27, 2026 and 

continue until 5:00 P.M. on May 11, 2026.  Please submit written comments to Laura Dietz via mail to 

https://www.mass.gov/orgs/department-of-conservation-recreation


Department of Conservation and Recreation, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 6620, Boston, Massachusetts 02114 or 

electronically to regs.comments@state.ma.us. 

A copy of the proposed regulation may be viewed on the Department’s website 

(http://www.mass.gov/info-details/dcr-agency-regulations) or obtained from Michael Tencellent by sending a 

request via e-mail to michael.tencellent@mass.gov. 
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Small Business Impact Statement 
(As required by M.G.L. c. 30A §§ 2, 3 & 5) 

CMR No: 302 CMR 11.00 (Parkways, Traffic, and Pedestrian Rules) 

Estimate of the Number of Small Businesses Impacted by the Regulation: 0 

• Will small businesses have to create, file, or issue additional reports? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Will small businesses have to implement additional recordkeeping procedures? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Will small businesses have to provide additional administrative oversight? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses 

• Will small businesses have to hire additional employees in order to comply with the proposed 

regulation? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses 

• Does compliance with the regulation require small businesses to hire other professionals (e.g. a 

lawyer, accountant, engineer, etc.)? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses 

• Does the regulation require small businesses to purchase a product or make any other capital 

investments in order to comply with the regulation? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses 

• Are performance standards more appropriate than design/operational standards to accomplish the 

regulatory objective? 

(Performance standards express requirements in terms of outcomes, giving the regulated party flexibility 

to achieve regulatory objectives and design/operational standards specify exactly what actions regulated 

parties must take.)   

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses 

• Do any other regulations duplicate or conflict with the proposed regulation? 

No. 302 CMR 12.00 (which will be amended contemporaneously with the amendment to 302 CMR 11) 

contains an identical definition for “Law Enforcement Officer/Official” and identical provisions relating to 

violations and enforcement (302 CMR 12.20). 



• Does the regulation require small businesses to cooperate with audits, inspections or other 

regulatory enforcement activities? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Does the regulation require small businesses to provide educational services to keep up to date with 

regulatory requirements? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Is the regulation likely to deter the formation of small businesses in Massachusetts? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Is the regulation likely to encourage the formation of small businesses in Massachusetts? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses.   

• Does the regulation provide for less stringent compliance or reporting requirements for small 

businesses? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Does the regulation establish less stringent schedules or deadlines for compliance or reporting 

requirements for small businesses? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Did the agency consolidate or simplify compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Can performance standards for small businesses replace design or operational standards without 

hindering delivery of the regulatory objective? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Are there alternative regulatory methods that would minimize the adverse impact on small 

businesses?   

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

  



Small Business Impact Statement 
(As required by M.G.L. c. 30A §§ 2, 3 & 5) 

CMR No:  302 CMR 12.00 (Parks and Recreation Rules) 

Estimate of the Number of Small Businesses Impacted by the Regulation: 0 

• Will small businesses have to create, file, or issue additional reports? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Will small businesses have to implement additional recordkeeping procedures? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Will small businesses have to provide additional administrative oversight? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Will small businesses have to hire additional employees in order to comply with the proposed 

regulation? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Does compliance with the regulation require small businesses to hire other professionals (e.g. a 

lawyer, accountant, engineer, etc.)? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Does the regulation require small businesses to purchase a product or make any other capital 

investments in order to comply with the regulation? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Are performance standards more appropriate than design/operational standards to accomplish the 

regulatory objective? 

(Performance standards express requirements in terms of outcomes, giving the regulated party flexibility 

to achieve regulatory objectives and design/operational standards specify exactly what actions regulated 

parties must take.) 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Do any other regulations duplicate or conflict with the proposed regulation? 

Yes. 302 CMR 11.00 (which will be amended contemporaneously with the amendment to 302 CMR 12) 

contains an identical definition for “Law Enforcement Officer/Official” and identical provisions relating to 

violations and enforcement (302 CMR 11.11). 



• Does the regulation require small businesses to cooperate with audits, inspections or other 

regulatory enforcement activities? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Does the regulation require small businesses to provide educational services to keep up to date with 

regulatory requirements? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Is the regulation likely to deter the formation of small businesses in Massachusetts? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Is the regulation likely to encourage the formation of small businesses in Massachusetts? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Does the regulation provide for less stringent compliance or reporting requirements for small 

businesses? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Does the regulation establish less stringent schedules or deadlines for compliance or reporting 

requirements for small businesses? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Did the agency consolidate or simplify compliance or reporting requirements for small businesses? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Can performance standards for small businesses replace design or operational standards without 

hindering delivery of the regulatory objective? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 

• Are there alternative regulatory methods that would minimize the adverse impact on small 

businesses? 

No. There is anticipated to be no effect on small businesses. 
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