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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984  COMMUNITY: Ya rmou th  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town  o f  Ya rmou th  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Wid-Cape a r e a  o f  Cape Cod. 
I t  l i e s  a t  l a t i t u d e  400  4 1 '  n o r t h  and i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  69  m i l e s  
f rom B o s t o n .  Yarmouth  i s  bounded  b y  Cape Cod Bay t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  
t h e  N a n t u c k e t  Sound t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  D e n n i s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and 
B a r n s t a b l e  t o  t h e  w e s t .  

G e o l o g i c a l l y ,  Ya rmou th  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g e n e r a l  a r e a s  w h i c h  
f o r m  t w o  n a t u r a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  town,  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  
p a r t .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  one m i l e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  Cape Cod Bay s h o r e l i n e ,  
a  r a n g e  o f  h i l l s  e x i s t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  an  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  Sandw ich  
M o r a i n e .  The h i l l s  e x t e n d  f r o m  e a s t  t o  w e s t  a c r o s s  t h e  t o w n  and 
t h e  e n t i r e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Cape f r o m  Sandw ich  and B o u r n e  
t o  O r l e a n s .  N o r t h  o f  t h e  m o r a i n e ,  l a n d  s u r f a c e s  a r e  uneven  and 
s l o p e  downward t o  t h e  Bay.  G e o l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
i n c l u d e  l a k e  and l a k e  b o t t o m  d e p o s i t s ,  swamp and marsh  d e p o s f t s ,  
beach  d e p o s i t s ,  and some u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  dune d e p o s i t s .  S o u t h  o f  
t h e  m o r a i n e  a r e a  a r e  H a r w i c h  Outwash P l a i n  d e p o s i t s  s l o p i n g  
s o u t h e r l y  t o  t h e  N a n t u c k e t  Sound. Beach and dune a s  w e l l  as  swamp 
and  marsh  d e p o s i t s  a r e  f o u n d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s h o r e l i n e  as  
w e l l .  Ground e l e v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  a v e r a g e  
1 0 0  f e e t  o r  l e s s ,  a l t h o u g h  h i g h e r  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t  (e.g. ,  
S c a r g o  H i l l  a t  1 0 0  f e e t ) .  S o u t h  o f  t h e  m o r a i n e  a r e a ,  e l e v a t i o n s  
a v e r a g e  5 0  f e e t  o r  l e s s .  

S o i l s  w i t h i n  t h e  town a r e  g e n e r a l l y  l i g h t  sandy d e p o s i t s  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  s u r f i c i a l  d e p o s i t s  n o t e d  above.  S o i l s  i n  
m o r a i n e  d e p o s i t s  a r e  m o s t l y  medium t o  v e r y  c o a r s e  sand and p e b b l e  
t o  c o b b l e  g r a v e l .  L a r g e  b o u l d e r s  a r e  common. I n  o u t w a s h  p l a i n  
d e p o s i t s  s o i l s  a r e  composed m o s t l y  o f  medium t o  v e r y  c o a r s e  sand 
and p e b b l e  t o  c o b b l e  g r a v e l  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  and medium t o  
f i n e  sand c o n t a i n i n g  s c a t t e r e d  p e b b l e s  and c o b b l e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
p a r t  ( O l d a l e  1 9 6 9 ) .  T i l l  and b o u l d e r s  a r e  common i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p a r t .  The Q u i v e t t  and S e s u i t  Necks  a r e  t h e  m o s t  f e r t i l e  a r e a s  i n  
t h e  town,  a s  a r e  l o w - l y i n g  a r e a s  i n  v a l l e y s  and a r o u n d  ponds.  
Wood lands i n  t h e  Y a r m o u t h  a r e a ,  l i k e  o t h e r  Cape a r e a s ,  were  c l e a r  
c u t  e a r l y  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  s e t t l e m e n t .  Oak and p i n e  now c h a r a c t e r i z e  
e x i s t i n g  wooded a r e a s .  

B o t h  s u r f a c e  and s u b s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  p a t t e r n s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  
Yarmouth  a r e a .  I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  
e x i s t s  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  l a k e s ,  ponds ,  c r e e k s ,  and b r o o k s .  These 
a r e a s  i n c l u d e  D e n n i s  Pond, Mathews Pond, Greenough Pond, Chase 
Garden C r e e k ,  W h i t e ' s  B r o o k ,  and M i l l  C r e e k ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r s  a l l  
d r a i n i n g  n o r t h w a r d  t o w a r d  t h e  bay .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  
t o w n  on t h e  o u t w a s h  p l a i n ,  d r a i n a g e  i s  s o u t h e r l y .  S u r f a c e  
d r a i n a g e  i n  t h e  a r e a  i s  t h r o u g h  M i l l  Pond, F o l l i n s  Pond, Long  
Pond, S e i n e  Pond, Bass R i v e r ,  P a r k e r ' s  R i v e r ,  L e w i s  Bay, M i l l  



Creek ,  and  Town B r o o k .  S i g n i f i c a n t  s u b s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  i s  a l s o  
p r e s e n t  i n  o u t w a s h  d e p o s i t s .  

Ya rmou th  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  c o a s t a l  i n l e t s  w h i c h  o f f e r  h a r b o r  
l o c a t i o n s  f o r  v e s s e l s  o f  m o s t  c l a s s e s  a s  w e l l  as  e x t e n s i v e  s a l t  
marshes .  S a l t  marshes  a r e  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t i d a l  c r e e k s  and r i v e r s  
on b o t h  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  s h o r e l i n e s .  A l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
s h o r e l i n e ,  h a r b o r  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Bass H o l e ,  Chase 
Garden  Creek  a r e a  and t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c t  o f  B a r n s t a b l e  
H a r b o r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  c o a s t a l  i n l e t s .  A l o n g  t h e  
N a n t u c k e t  Sound s h o r e 1  i n e ,  h a r b o r  a r e a s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  L e w i s  
Bay a r e a ,  t h e  P a r k e r ' s  R i v e r  a r e a ,  and i n  t h e  Rass R i v e r  a r e a .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  bounds  o f  Y a r m o u t h  t e r r i t o r y  were  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1641,  and t h e  w e s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  w i t h  B a r n s t a b l e  f r o m  
M i l l  C reek  s o u t h  t o  L e w i s  Bay has p e r s i s t e d  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  The 
o r i g i n a l  e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  r a n  f r o m  Q u i v e t t  Creek  t o  t h e  s o u t h  
s h o r e  e a s t  o f  H e r r i n g  R i v e r  ( i n  p r e s e n t  H a r w i c h ) ,  b u t  i n  1681  t h e  
l i n e  was s h i f t e d  t o  r u n  w e s t  o f  H e r r i n g  R i v e r .  Lands e a s t  o f  
Chase Garden R i v e r  and Bass R i v e r  were  s e t  o f f  as t h e  E a s t  
P r e c i n c t  i n  1721,  and w i t h  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  E a s t  P r e c i n c t  a s  
t h e  t o w n  o f  D e n n i s  i n  1793,  t h e s e  w a t e r  c o u r s e s  became Y a r m o u t h ' s  
e a s t e r n  b o u n d a r y .  

111.  HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Yarmou th  i s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  and r e s o r t  c o m m u n i t y  and a  c o m m e r c i a l  
c e n t e r  l o c a t e d  on  t h e  c e n t r a l  Cape Cod p e n i n s u l a  b e t w e e n  L e w i s  Bay 
and Bass R i v e r  on N a n t u c k e t  S o u t h  and M i l l  C reek  and Chase Garden 
Creek  o n  Cape Cod Bay. The t o w n  i s  c r o s s e d  b y  p r i m a r y  h i s t o r i c  
e a s t - w e s t  o v e r l a n d  c o r r i d o r s  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  s h o r e s .  
Many c o a s t a l ,  r i v e r i n e ,  and p o n d s i d e  n a t i v e  s i t e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  
a r e  1  i k e l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  "Matakeesel '  a n d  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  Bass  R i v e r  a r e a s .  F i r s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  
c a .  1 6 3 9  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  w i t h  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w e s t  o f  W h i t e ' s  B r o o k .  D i s p e r s e d  1 7 t h -  a n d  
1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  c o l o n i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on  t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e ,  w i t h  a  n a t i v e  f o c u s  i n  t h e  Bass  R i v e r  a r e a  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  L a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  p r o s p e r i t y  f r o m  f i s h i n g ,  s a l  t m a k i n g ,  and s h i p p i n g  
s t i m u l a t e d  s o u t h  s i d e  v i l l a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  Bass R i v e r  and S o u t h  
Yarmouth ,  w h i l e  1793  s o u t h  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  f o c u s  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  West Y a r m o u t h  a l o n g  t h e  C o u n t y  Road f o c u s  n o r t h e a s t  
o f  L e w i s  Pay. I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  Y a r m o u t h p o r t - Y a r m o u t h  
V i l l a g e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e v e l o p  as  a  p r o s p e r o u s  b a y s i d e  c o m m e r c i a l  
c e n t e r ,  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  l o c a l  c i v i c  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f ocus ,  and a s  
an  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  V i l l a g e  r e g i o n a l  c o r e  a l o n g  t h e  
n o r t h  s h o r e  c o r r i d o r .  C o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  Cape Cod r a i l r o a d  t o  i t s  
t e m p o r a r y  ( 1 8 5 4 - 6 3 )  e a s t e r n  t e r m i n u s  a t  Y a r m o u t h p o r t  f u r t h e r  
s t i m u l a t e d  l o c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  D e c l i n e  o f  t h e  r e g i o n a l  m a r i t i m e  
economy i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s u l t e d  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  l o c a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  l o s s ,  and t h e  t o w n  saw l i t t l e  new d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a1 t h o u g h  
r e s o r t - o r i e n t e d  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  Yarmau th  Camp M e e t i n g  
Grounds ( 1 8 6 3 )  a l o n g  t h e  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r ,  
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a l o n g  L e w i s  Bay e a s t  o f  H y a n n i s ,  and a t  Bass  R i v e r  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t .  S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  c o n t i n u e d  as  a  s e c o n d a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  and 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r .  S o u t h  s h o r e  r e s o r t  d e v e l o p e n t  i n t e n s i f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  a u t o m o b i l e  t o u r i s m  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  R o u t e  
28  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  h i g h w a y  c o r r i d o r .  

E x t e n s i v e  p o s t w a r  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  r a t e s  among t h e  
h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  has  f o l l o w e d  t h e  e a s t w a r d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  
H y a n n i  s  r e g i o n a l  c o r e .  I n t e n s i v e  c o m m e r c i a l  c o r r i d o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  
e x t e n d s  a l o n g  R o u t e  2 8  a t  West Yarmouth  and a l o n g  t h e  Bass 
R i v e r - S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  b y p a s s .  New s o u t h  s h o r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  L e w i s  Bay, o n  P a r k e r ' s  Neck, and a t  Bass  
R i v e r .  R e s i d e n t i a l  a r o w t h  has  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  o f  R o u t e  28  
a l o n g  s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Long  Pond a r e a  
n o r t h w e s t  o f  S o u t h  Ya rmou th .  M o t e l ,  condomin ium,  and c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  R o u t e  6A n o r t h e a s t  o f  Ya rmou th  t o  
D e n n i s .  W i t h  g e n t r i f i c a t i o n  and r e s o r t - o r i e n t e d  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  t h e  
Yarmou th  P o r t - Y a r m o u t h  V i l l a g e  a r e a  r e t a i n s  s i g n i f i c a n t  componen ts  
o f  i t s  m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c h a r a c t e r .  D i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h -  and  e a r l y  
1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  r u r a l  f a r m h o u s e s  r e m a i n  i n  t h e  W e i r  R o a d - N o r t h  D e n n i s  
Road a r e a  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  c r a n b e r r y  b o g  
l a n d s c a p e s  o n  N o r t h  D e n n i s  Road n o r t h  o f  R o u t e  6. I n  t h e  w e s t ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t  componen ts  o f  t h e  Y a r m o u t h  Camp M e e t i n g  Grounds  
s u r v i v e .  Commerc ia l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  R o u t e  2 8  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  
and  s o u t h  c e n t r a l  a r e a s  has  l e f t  o n l y  f r a g m e n t a r y  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  
p r e - 1 9 4 0  h i s t o r i c  l a n d s c a p e .  However,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  v i l l a g e  
c l u s t e r  r e m a i n s  a l o n g  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  a t  Bass R i v e r - S o u t h  
Yarmouth  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1 5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E x a c t  l o c a t i o n s  o f  N a t i v e  t r a i l s  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  a r e  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  However,  s e v e r a l  t r a i l s  a r e  c o n j e c t u r e d  
o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  s i t e  l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  and t h e  s i  g h t i n g s  o f  N a t i v e s  a n d  
e x p l o r a t i o n s  b y  e a r l y  E u r o p e a n  t r a v e l e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  e a r l y  
c o l o n i a l  roadways  were  o f t e n  d e v e l o p e d  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e s  o f  e a r l i e r  
N a t i v e  t r a i l s .  

A t  l e a s t  t w o  and p o s s i b l y  t h r e e  m a j o r  N a t i v e  t r a i l s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .  
One t r a i l ,  a  m a j o r  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t a l  r o u t e ,  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  t h e  
g e n e r a l  e a s t / w e s t  c o u r s e  o f  R o u t e  6 A  f r o m  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  t o  D e n n i s  
a r e a .  T h i s  t r a i l  s k e t c h e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  c r e e k s  and  
marshes  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t .  A s e c o n d  m a j o r  t r a i l  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town,  p o s s i b l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  R o u t e  28 
and  a l o n g  t h e  Bass R i v e r  t o  c o n v e n i e n t  f o r d i n g  p l a c e s .  A t h i r d  
p a j o r  t r a i l  may have  e x i s t e d  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  t w o  c o a s t a l  r o u t e s ;  
t h i s  t r a i l  may have  been p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  Bass R i v e r  o r  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  West Y a r m o u t h  Road. O t h e r  s e c o n d a r y  t r a i l s  a l s o  
p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  t o  b o t h  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  and 
t o  i n t e r i o r  ponds.  Bass  P . i v e r  a l s o  l i k e l y  s e r v e d  as  a  m a j o r  
n o r t h / s o u t h  w a t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e .  

Eu ropean  roadways  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  Yarmouth  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  f r o m  w h i c h  a c c u r a t e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  
p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  c a n  be made f o r  t h e  Yarmouth  a r e a .  N a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  o f  t o w n  a r e  n o t e d  as p r e s e n t  b y  
Eu ropeans  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  However,  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  and 
s i z e  o f  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i s  unknown. Assuming  t h a t  e a r l y  
e t h n o h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t s  a r e  c o r r e c t  and t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t ( s )  d i d  
e x i s t  i n  t h e  M a t t a c h e e s e ,  Bass R i v e r ,  and p o s s i b l y  L e w i s  Bay 
a r e a s ,  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  ( 2 0 0  t o  30C) N a t i v e s  may have  l i v e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  p r e s e n t  bounds  o f  Yarmouth .  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  w e r e  l i k e l y  
r e d u c e d  f o l l o w i n g  p l a g u e s  and e p i d e m i c s  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  Yarmou th  a r e a  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  However,  some c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  N a t i v e s  a n d  E u r o p e a n s  
i n  t h e  Y a r m o u t h  a r e a  u n d o u b t e d l y  t o o k  p l a c e ,  as  E u r o p e a n  e x p l o r e r s  
and f i s h e r m e n  f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  l o n g  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t .  F o r  
examp le ,  G o s n o l d  may have  v i s i t e d  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  a r e a  as  e a r l y  as 
1602,  o r  e v e n  C h a m p l a i n  l a t e r  i n  1605.  L a t e r ,  i n  1620,  e x p l o r e r s  
f r o m  t h e  M a y f l o w e r  may a l s o  have  e x p l o r e d  o r  t r a d e d  i n  t h e  bay  
a r e a .  O t h e r  M a y f l o w e r  e x p l o r e r s  o f  t h e  a r e a  may have  i n c l u d e d  
G o v e r n o r  B r a d f o r d  and a  p a r t y  a b o a r d  t h e  - Swan i n  1622  a n d  C a p t a i n  
S t a n d i s h  i n  1623.  

N a t i v e s  had s e t t l e d  t h e  Y a r m o u t h  a r e a  f o r  some t i m e  p r i o r  t o  
E u r o p e a n  c o n t a c t .  Known L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e a  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  town,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Bass R i v e r  a r e a .  L a t e  Woodland 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  may a l s o  b e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  S e s u i t  a n d  
Q u i v e t t  Necks .  The Y a r m o u t h  P o r t  a r e a  a l s o  b o r d e r s  a  known L a t e  
Woodland c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  H a r b o r / S a n d y  Neck a r e a .  
L a t e  Wood1 and  p e r i o d  a r t i f a c t  1  i s t i n g s  w i t h  g e n e r a l  t o w n  
p r o v e n i e n c e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h i s  a r e a  was 
s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  p e r i o d .  A l l  known s i t e s  and a r t i f a c t  l i s t i n g s  
g e n e r a l l y  e x h i b i t  s i t e  l o c a t i o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  c o a s t a l  
e s t u a r i n e  a r e a s .  However,  p o t e n t i a l  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  i n l a n d  pond l o c a t i o n s .  

W h i l e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown i n  t h e  Yarmou th  
a r e a ,  t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  i s  e x p e c t e d .  The l o c a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e  
s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Sandw ich ,  Ya rmou th ,  and D e n n i s  a r e a  has  been 
documented f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
l a t e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  documented f o r  t h e  
M a t t c h e e s e  a r e a  o f  Yarmouth  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e t h n o h i s t o r i c a l  
a c c o u n t s .  L a t e r ,  i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  known N a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  Bass  R i v e r ,  i n  M a t t a c h e e s e  and  
i n  t h e  S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  a r e a .  Thus w h i l e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  
n o t  c u r r e n t l y  known i n  Yarmouth ,  s i t e s  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  L a t e  
Wood land and s u b s e q u e n t  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  a r e  p r e s e n t .  
F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w h i l e  s i t e s  o f  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  a r e  n o t  p h y s i c a l l y  
known i n  Ya rmou th ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  

Thus, w h i l e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n s  o f  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  n o t  
c u r r n e t l y  known f o r  t h e  Yarrnouth a r e a ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e v i d e n c e  
i n d i c a t e s  t h e y  s h o u l d  e x i s t .  N a t i v e  s i t e s  a r e  documented f o r  t h e  
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L a t e  Woodland and l a t e r  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l a t e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  e n t h n o h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t s  a l s o  e x i s t  w h i c h  document  
N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  M a t t a c h e e s e  a r e a  o f  Ya rmou th  d u r i n g  t h a t  
e r i o d .  Thus n o t  o n l y  a r e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  e x p e c t e d  t o  be 
p r e s e n t  b u t  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  s h o u l d  f o l l o w  r e g i o n a l  and  Cape 
s e t t l e m e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  e s t u a r i e s ,  t i d a l  
r i v e r s ,  and ponds .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

S i n c e  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Yarmou th  a r e a  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  E u r o p e a n  s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  o f  
t h e  N a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  W h i l e  some f o o d  was 
u n d o u b t e d l y  c a r r i e d  w i t h  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n ,  
t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e i r  s l n b s i s t e n c e  was p r o b a b l y  s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  
h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and  
t h e  t r a d e ,  s t e a l i n g ,  o r  p u r c h a s e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  (e .g . ,  
c o r n  o r  t u r k e y  w h e a t )  f r o m  t h e  l o c a l  N a t i v e s .  

N a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  Y a r m o u t h  a r e a  
was p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  Cape a r e a s .  The 
comb ined  use  o f  w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e s  f o r m e d  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  s y s t e m .  I t  i s  unknown a t  p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  
when a g r i c u l t u r e  o r ,  m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  N a t i v e s  i n  t h e  Cape Cod a r e a .  However,  b y  t h e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  c o r n ,  beans ,  and squash 
w e r e  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  and a t  t i m e s  f o r  s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  
E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s .  S h e l l f i s h i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and h u n t i n g  were  a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  Numerous t i d a l  a r e a s  c o n t a i n  
m i x e d  beds o f  v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  t y p e  o f  s h e l l f i s h  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
Cape a r e a .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  s o f t - s h e l l  c l a m s  have  been h i t o r i c a l l y  
i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  B o t h  f r e s h  and s a l t w a t e r  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  
a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Yarmou th  a r e a .  The t o w n ' s  s e v e r a l  
f r e s h w a t e r  ponds  c o n t a i n  numerous s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  f o r  
c o n s u m p t i o n .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a l e w i v e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  and may have  had  
a  w i d e r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

Cape Cod Bay and t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  
o f  f i s h  f o r  u t i l i z a t i o n .  Sea mammals, s u c h  a s  w h a l e s  and s e a l s ,  
we re  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .  

The w e t l a n d s  and f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  o f  Ya rmou th  p r o v i d e d  numerous 
s p e c i e s  o f  mammals f o r  h u n t i n g .  Wolves  w e r e  p r e s e n t  as  were  d e e r  
and v a r i o u s  f u r - b e a r e r s .  V a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  o f  d u c k s  w e r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t  i n  f r e s h w a t e r  w e t l a n d s  and c o a s t a l  e s t u a r i n e  a r e a s .  

V.  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be used  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  t r a i l s  were  a1 so p r o b a b l y  u p g r a d e d  t o  r o a d w a y s  
and l a t e r ,  h i g h w a y s .  F o r  examp le ,  f o l l o w i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  an  
e a s t l w e s t  roadway  was p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  
o f  R o u t e  6 A .  The roadway  s k i r t e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y  o f  
m a r s h l a n d s  and e s t u a r i e s ,  p o s s i b l y  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  o f  an e a r l i e r  
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N a t i a v e  c o a s t a l  t r a i l .  Much o f  t h e  e a r l y  Eu ropean  s e t t l e m e n t  was 
a l o n g  t h i s  r o u t e - - a c t u a l l y  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  Sandw ich  
and B a r n s t a b l e .  A roadway  was a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
W e i r  Road d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The roadway  e x t e n d e d  s o u t h e r l y  f r o m  
t h e  R o u t e  6A a r e a  s o u t h  o f  M i l l  Pond, t h e n  a r o u n d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
s h o r e  o f  F o l l i n s  Pond i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  N o r t h  D e n n i s  Road and 
N a y f a i r  Road. A l o c a l  roadway  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  C e n t e r  S t r e e t  
may a l s o  have  been p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  N o r t h / s o u t h  
roadways  w e r e  p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  e a s t l w e s t  r o u t e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  F o r  example ,  a  r o a d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  West Ya rmou th  
r o a d  l e d  f r o m  Yarmou th  V i l l a g e  t o  t h e  L e w i s  Bay and West  Ya rmou th  
a r e a .  The Bass R i v e r  a r e a  f r o m  M i l l  Pond t o  t h e  N a n t u c k e t  Sound 
may have  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  a  m a j o r  r o u t e .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Y a r m o u t h  and e n t i r e  Cape Cod a r e a  were  
i n  c o n s t a n t  d e c l i n e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  N a t i v e s  were  s t i l l  
p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  Bass R i v e r  a r e a .  A s e t t l e m e n t  o r  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
was a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  M a t t a c h e e s e  o r  Ma takees  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  
o f  town.  I n  1674,  R i c h a r d  B o u r n e  r e p o r t e d  7 0  P r a y i n g  I n d i a n s  i n  
M a t t a c h e e s e .  However,  t h e r e  were  l i k e l y  m o r e  N a t i v e s  p r e s e n t .  A 
N a t i v e  r e s e r v a t i o n  was c r e a t e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  a r e a  d u r i n g  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  However,  1  i t t l e  i s  known r e g a r d i n g  N a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  was c r e a t e d  i n  
t h e  S o u t h  Yarmouth  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  However,  
l i t t l e  i s  known r e g a r d i n g  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  o r  p r i o r  t o  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  

E u r o p e a n  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  fr t h e  Yarmou th  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  a r e a  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s i n c e  Yarmouth  t o w n  
r e c o r d s  were  d e s t r o y e d  when t h e  town  c l e r k ' s  house  b u r n e d  i n  1674 
(Deyo 1890:  4 6 2 ) .  I n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was p r o b a b l y  s l o w ,  s p e e d i n g  
up  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  I n  1643  Deyo ( 1 8 9 0 :  4 5 5 )  l i s t s  52 
men a s  c a p a b l e  o f  b e a r i n g  arms i n  t h e  town.  However,  i t  i s  
u n c l e a r  how many o f  t h e s e  men l i v e d  i n  p r e s e n t - d a y  Yarmou th  o f  
D e n n i s .  L a t e r ,  i n  1670 ,  Deyo (1890 :  4 6 2 )  l i s t s  1 9  f r e e m e n  i n  t h e  
town .  However,  a g a i n ,  i t  i s  u n c l e a r  how many i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  f r o m  
D e n n i s  a n d  Yarmouth .  It i s  a l s o  u n c l e a r  how many men were  p r e s e n t  
b e s i d e s  f reemen .  I n  any  e v e n t ,  b y  1675 i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  200 
i n d i v i d u a l  s  r e s i d e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o w n  bounds .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  i n  g e n e r a l  i s  known o f  t h e  Y a r m o u t h  a r e a  p r i o r  t o  i t s  
s e t t l e m e n t  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h .  The a r e a  was p a r t i a l l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  
B a r n s t a b l e  u n t i l  1641,  when t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  s e t t l e d  t h e  b o u n d a r y  
l i n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  towns .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  Ya rmou th  i n c l u d e d  a l l  o f  
D e n n i s  and p a r t  o f  w e s t e r n  B r e w s t e r .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  phase o f  
i t s  s e t t l e m e n t ,  Ya rmou th  was known a s  M a t t a c h e e s e .  

P r i o r  t o  i t s  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  Yarmou th  a r e a  was e x p l o r e d  f r e q u e n t l y  
b y  P l y m o u t h  c o l o n i s t s .  However,  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  a r e a  
was n o t  u n t i l  1638  when S t e p h e n  H o p k i n s ,  one o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
M a y f l o w e r  company, was g i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  b y  t h e  C o l o n y  C o u r t  t o  
e r e c t  a  home a t  M a t t a c h e e s e  and c u t  hay  f o r  h i s  c a t t l e .  O t h e r  
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s e t t l e r s  fo l lowed Hopkins i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f a l l .  D u r i n g  t h e  next  
y e a r ,  i n  1639, t h e  a c t u a l  permanent and a u t h o r i z e d  s e t t l e m e n t  of 
t h e  town began. Three g r a n t e e s  were l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  a long w i t h  t e n  t o  f i f t e e n  o t h e r  s e t t l e r s .  W i t h i n  t h e  
next  y e a r ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  were j o i n e d  by a t  l e a s t  t en  o t h e r  
pe r sons  (males  ) .  During t h i s  phase of s e t t l e m e n t ,  s e t t l e r s  were 
f o r b i d d e n  from purchas ing  two h o u s e l o t s  o r  more and l a y i n g  them 
t o g e t h e r  f r  t h e  placement  of one house. T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  was 
in t ended  t o  make s e t t l e m e n t s  more compact f o r  s a f e t y .  Most of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  of Yarmouth were from t h e  e a s t e r n ,  midland,  and 
sou the rn  c o u n t i e s  of  England. Some s e t t l e r s  were a l s o  from Wales. 

The methods of d i v i d i n g  u p  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  l a n d s  i n  Yarmouth 
c r e a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s c o n t e n t  among t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  l a n d s  were d i v i d e d  by t h e  g r a n t e e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  
" s t a t e  and q u a l i t y "  (Deyo 1890: 460)  of each land  a p p l i c a n t .  As a  
r e s u l t  of t h i s  method of d i v i s i o n ,  s e t t l e r s  f e l t  l a n d  had been 
d i v i d e d  unequa l ly .  In o r d e r  t o  c l e a r  u p  t h e  m a t t e r  t h e  General 
Court  i n  1648 appo in ted  Cap ta in  S t a n d i s h  a s  a  commissioner t o  deal 
w i t h  t h e  problem. S t a n d i s h  immediately ab roga ted  a l l  former  land  
g r a n t s ,  r e v e r t i n g  l a n d s  t o  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  town. 
Subsequen t ly ,  1  ands were then  r e a s s i g n e d  by t h e  commission, 
a p p a r e n t l y  c l e a r i n g  u p  t h e  problem. By t h e  end of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  most of t h e  Yarmouth a r e a  was s e t t l e d .  Some s e t t l e m e n t  was 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  a long  t h e  c o a s t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  of t h e  town, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  Mat tacheese  o r  Yarmouth and Yarmouth P o r t  
a r e a .  However, s e t t l e m e n t  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  was s p a r s e .  

The p resence  of Nat ive s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Yarmouth a r e a  i s  
a t t e s t e d  t o  by a  number of f a c t o r s .  For example,  a t  l e a s t  two 
sachems i n  t h e  a r e a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  l and  s a l e s  t o  whi te  s e t t l e r s .  
Masshantampaigne was sagamore of t h e  N o b s c u s s e t t s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  
sachem f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  n o r t h e r n  ha l f  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Dennis a rea  and 
p o s s i b l y  p a r t  of  e a s t  Yarmouth. Janno,  a  s u c c e s s o r  of Jyannough, 
held a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  wes tern  p o r t i o n  of  Yarmouth t o  
Masshantampaigne 's  l a n d s  on t h e  e a s t ,  and from t h e r e  s o u t h e a s t e r l y  
t o  Bass R ive r .  All land  c l a i m s  were a p p a r e n t l y  s e t t l e d  by 1648. 
C h r i s t i a n  m i s s i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Na t ives  i n  t h e  
Yarmouth/Dennis a r e a  were begun by John E l l i o t  i n  1647-48. A 
Nat ive  congrega t ion  was r e p o r t e d  a t  Matakees by 1674 (Conkey, 
Bo i s seva in ,  and Goddard 1 9 7 8 ) .  Other  c o n g r e g a t i o n s  and 
s e t t l e m e t n s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  ne ighbor ing  Dennis a r e a .  In 1674 
Richard Bourne r e p o r t e d  70 Nat ives  i n  Ma t t acheese ,  probably  a  
v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  Matakees noted above. 

D .  Economic Base 

Yarmouth was i n h a b i t e d  by both Europeans and Na t ives  d u r i n g  t h i s  
pe i rod .  Wampanoag I n d i a n s ,  known l o c a l l y  a s  Mat t acheese ,  Hakanom, 
Nobscusse t ,  and Pawkunnawkuts con t inued  t o  combine wi ld  and 
d o m e s t i c a t e  food r e s o u r c e s  a s  t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  base.  Corn 
a g r i c u l t u r e  was i m p o r t a n t  and may have been c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town and l a t e r  i n  s o u t h e r n  a r e a s  and a long t h e  
Bass River .  Even t h e  terms Mat tacheese  and Mat t acheese t  r e f e r  t o  
Nat ive fa rming i n  t h e  a r e a .  Mat tacheese  s i g n i f i e d  o ld  l a n d s  o r  
p l a n t i n g  l a n d s ,  whereas Mat t acheese t  s i g n i f i e d  o l d  l a n d s  by a t h e  
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bodies  of  water .  H u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  were s t i l l  i m p o r t a n t  i n  
Nat ive  s u b s i s t e n c e .  D r i f t  whales and s h e l l f i s h  were a l s o  l i k e l y  
e x p l o i t e d  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  

Fol lowing t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of Mat tacheese  (Yarmouth) i n  
1638-39, a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  and husbandry were t h e  pr imary 
emphasis of t h e  s e t t l e r s .  Nat ive  c o r n ,  r y e ,  b a r l e y ,  wheat ,  
v e g e t a b l e s ,  and f r u i t  were grown, a s  was some Engl i sh  hay. S a l t  
hay was a l s o  h a r v e s t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from marsh a r e a s  i n  t h e  
n o r t h .  S a l t  hay provided  g r a z i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  an imals  which were 
p r e s e n t  from i n i t i a l  s e t t l e e n t s .  C a t t l e  were p r e s e n t  a s  were 
sheep ,  p i g s ,  h o r s e s ,  and oxen. Domest icate  fowl such a s  c h i c k e n s ,  
ducks ,  and geese  may a l s o  have been p r e s e n t .  

In a d d i t i o n  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  and husbandry,  European s e t t l e r s  a1 so  
hun ted ,  f i s h e d ,  and g a t h e r e d  wild p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h  t o  
supplement  t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  base .  Limited a t t e m p t s  a t  commercial 
f i s h i n g  may a l s o  have begun a t  t h i s  t ime.  Bass R i v e r ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  
r i v e r  on t h e  Cape, i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town, provided a  
ha rbor  and s h e l t e r  f o r  v e s s e l s  of most c l a s s e s .  In t h e  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  of town, t h e  Chase Garden Creek a r e a  and t h e  Yarmouth 
P o r t / M i l l  Creek a r e a  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  B a r n s t a b l e  Harbor a l s o  
provided h a r b o r s  f o r  v e s s e l s .  The h e r r i n g ,  code,  and whale 
f i s h e r i e s  where t h e  e a r l i e s t  f i s h e r i e s  probably  o r i g i n a t e d .  
F i s h e r i e s  a t  f i r s t  p robably  supplemented a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  on 
a  seasona l  b a s i s .  In t ime t h e s e  e f f o r t s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  
commercial .  S h i p b u i l d i n g  was a1 so  probably  s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
pe r iod  w i t h  small  v e s s e l s  be ing  b u i l t  i n  t h e n o r t h .  No record  of 
m i l l s  a r e  p r e s e n t  f o r  Yarmouth d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, a t  
l e a s t  one mi11 may have been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Mill Creek a r e a  a long 
t h e  Barnstahle/Yarmouth town l i n e .  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1 775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

Some Na t ive  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, 
c o l o n i a l  roadways were now c l e a r l y  t h e  major t r a v e l  r o u t e s .  
P l a n t a t i o n  pe r iod  roads  con t inued  i n  u s e ,  i n  many i n s t a n c e s  
upgraded t o  highways. The e a s t / w e s t  c o a s t a l  r o u t e  con t inued  i n  
use .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1691 a  roadway 40  f e e t  wide was opened 
e x t e n d i n g  from t h e  Sawtucket  River  westward t o  t h e  County Road of 
B a r n s t a b l e .  Roadways were a l s o  developed i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  township d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, t h e  Bass River  
con t inued  t o  o b s t r u c t  t r a v e l  t o  o t h e r  Cape a r e a s  a s  b r i d g e s  had 
not  y e t  been b u i l t .  The major roadway i n  t h i s  a r e a  s k i r t e d  t h e  
wes te rn  s h o r e  of t h e  Bass R ive r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Route 28 and 
North Main S t r e e t .  Other  roads  may a l s o  have been p r e s e n t  by t h e  
end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  such a s  South Sea Ave., t h e  North Deming Road, 
and p o s s i b l y  segments of S t a t i o n  Ave. n e a r  Long Pond. 

B .  Popu la t ion  

Na t ive  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  Yarmouth con t inued  t o  d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of near  e x t i n c t i o n  by 1775. E x t i n c t i o n  was 
a c c e l e r a t e d  b y  d i s e a s e  i n  1763, which e i p e d  ou t  many Na t ives .  In 
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S o u t h  Yarmou th  a  N a t i v e  r e s e r v a t i o n  was c r e a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
l a t e r  known a s  I n d i a n  Town. However,  how many N a t i v e s  l i v e d  h e r e  
and f o r  how l o n g  i s  unknown. P r a y i n g  I n d i a n s  were  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  
t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  o f  t own  i n  M a t t a c h e e s e  o r  M a t a k e e s  d u r i n g  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  However,  p o p u l a t i o n s  h e r e  and t h e i r  h i s t o r y  a r e  
a1 so  unknown. 

E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  and t o w n  g r o w t h  was r a p i d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  As t h e  town  r e c o r d s  were  b u r n e d  i n  1674, 
p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  d e t e r m i n e .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  s i n c e  o f f i c i a l  c e n s u s e s  w e r e  n o t  t a k e n  
u n t i l  1765  and  D e n n i s  was n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a p a r t  f r o m  Yarmou th  
u n t i l  1793,  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e .  The o f f i c i a l  c e n s u s  o f  1765 l i s t s  
1 ,740 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  Yarmouth ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  1,899 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
1776.  Assuming  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  D e n n i s  may have  been 
s l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  o n e - h a l f  t h a t  o f  Yarmouth ,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
Ya rmou th  may have  been a r o u n d  900  t o  1,000 i n  1765 and  a r o u n d  
1 ,200 i n  1776 .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

W h i l e  much o f  t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o w n  o f  Ya rmou th  was s e t t l e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t  d e n s i t y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d .  I n  N o r t h  
Ya rmou th  ( t h e  e n t i r e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  o f  t o w n ) ,  s e t t l e m e n t s  w e r e  
p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t / w e s t  c o a s t a l  h i g h w a y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  R o u t e  
6A. B o t h  Ya rmou th  P o r t  a n d  Yarmou th  were  r e a l l y  t h e  same v i l l a g e ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  o l d e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e a .  O t h e r  
s m a l l  v i l l a g e  a r e a s  were  a l s o  p r e s e n t ,  such  a s  t h e  c o a s t a l  v i l l a g e  
o f  Hockanom and t h e  r u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  o f  W e i r  V i l l a g e  ( M i l l  
Pond /We i r  Road a r e a ? ) .  

S e t t l e m e n t  d e n s i t y  i n  S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  l a g g e d  b e h i n d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
t h e  n o r t h .  A s m a l l  v i l l a g e  was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  West Yarmouth  a r e a ,  
a l t h o u g h  m o s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  h e r e  l a t e r  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d .  Be tween  1 7 1 0  and 1 7 1 5  t h e  common l a n d s  i n  t h e  town  w e r e  
d i v i d e d ,  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  l a n d s  w e r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  N a t i v e s  a s  a  
r e s e r v a t i o n .  These l a n d s  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  ones now 
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  S o u t h  Ya rmou th ,  l a t e r  known a s  
I n d i a n  town.  A l l  M a t i v e  l a n d s  were  s o l d  n  1 7 7 8  i n  o r d e r  t o  
r e i m b u r s e  t h e  town  f o r  expenses  s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  
s m a l l p o x  e p i d e m i c .  W h i l e  N a t i v e s  were  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
Ya rmou th  a r e a ,  e v i d e n c e  a t  hand i n d i c a t e s  w h i t e s  were  a l s o  s e t t l e d  
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A s m a l l  fish in^ h a m l e t  was r e p o r t e d l y  p r e s e n t  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  as  w e l l  a s  some b o a t - b u i l d i n g  a r e a s .  D e n n i s  
r e m a i n e d  p a r t  o f  Ya rmou th  u n t i l  1793.  

W h i l e  m o s t  N a t i v e s  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  l i v i n g  on  r e s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  i n  
t h e  S o u t h  Yarmouth  a r e a ,  N a t i v e s  may have  a l s o  been  l i v i n g  i n  
o t h e r  t own  a r e a s  a s  w e l l .  L i t t l e  i s  known o f  wha t  happened t o  t h e  
P a r y i n g  I n d i a n s  a t  M a t t a c h e e s e  o r  M a t a k e e s .  These N a t i v e s  were  
p r o b a b l y  r e l o c a t e d  t o  r e s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  i n  ca .  1715.  I s o l a t e d  
p o c k e t s  o f  N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  may a l s o  h a v e  been  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  
Bass R i v e r .  As l a t e  a s  1779,  a  s m a l l  c l u s t e r  o f  wigwams was 
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r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  of town about  one mi le  from t h e  
mouth of Bass R ive r .  

D .  Economic Base 

As t h e  popu la t ion  of  Yarmouth con t inued  t o  grow d u r i n g  t h e  
Colonia l  e p r i o d ,  i t s  economic base a1 so  expanded and d i v e r s i f i e d .  
A g r i c u l t u r e  and husbandry con t inued  t o  grow, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  a r e a  of town. However, i t  was i n d u s t r i a l  growth,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  mar i t ime a r e a  t h a t  was now r e c e i v i n g  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  emphasis .  This  emphasis may have been a c c e l e r a t e d  a s  
t h e  f e r t i l i t y  of t h e  land  was d e p l e t e d .  In t h e  n o r t h e r n  a r e a  of 
town, a b u s i n e s s  community never  r e a l l y  developed.  However, 
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  were c e n t e r e d  i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s .  The v i l l  age 
of  Hockanom became a  c e n e r  f o r  1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  fa rming and 
s h i p b u i l d i n g .  C o a s t i n g  v e s s e l s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t r a d e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  
between Mill Creek and Chase Garden Creek. F i s h i n g  was a l s o  
l i k e l y  pursued from s i m i l a r  l o c a t i o n s .  A t  l e a s t  one windpowered 
mill  was p r e s e n t  on t h e  common d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a s  was p o s s i b l y  
a  waterpowered mi11 on Mill Creek. Yarmouth P o r t  and Yarmouth 
developed a s  one v i l l a g e  of North Yarrnouth on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of 
Yarmouth. 

Whaling was a l s o  impor tan t  i n  Yarmouth d u r i n g  t h e  Co lon ia l  
p e r i o d .  However, whal ing a c t i v i t y  d e c l i n e d  t o  a v i r t u a l  h a l t  by 
t h e  end of t h e  pe r iod .  As e a r l y  a s  c a .  1680 b o u n t i e s  were paid 
f o r  t h e  s i g h t i n g  of  d r i f t  whales .  By 1690, s h a l i n g  i n  Yarmouth 
was a p p a r e n t l y  renowned t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  a  n a t i v e  of Yarmouth, 
Ichabod Paddock, was h i r e d  by t h e  people of Nantucket t o  t each  
them whal i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  ( k i l l  i n g  and o i l  e x t r a c t i o n )  from 
shore-based  b o a t s .  

Developments i n  South Yarmouth lagged behind t h o s e  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  
Other  than  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s ,  f i s h i n g  and some small  
b o a t - b u i l d i n g  were pursued p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  South Yarmouth a r e a  
a long t h e  Bass River .  Na t ives  were s t i l l  i n  occupancy of l a n d s  i n  
t h e  a r e a  through t h e  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d .  However, a l l  Nat ive  l a n d s  
were so ld  by 1778. Developments i n  t h e  South Yarmouth a r e a  boomed 
a f t e r  t h e  Revo lu t iona ry  War, p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  and 
e a r l y  19 th  c e n t u r i e s .  

Nat ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  Co lon ia l  pe r iod  was 1  i k e l y  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of s h e l l  f i s h  
and p l a n t s  much t h e  same a s  they  d i d  i n  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s .  Corn 
a g r i c u l t u r e  was a l s o  probably  conducted on a  l i m i t e d  s c a l e .  
Na t ives  may a l s o  have se rved  a s  crew aboard shore-based  whal ing 
v e s s e l s  and on c o d f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s .  However, l i t t l e ,  i f  any,  
documentat ion e x i s t s  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : U n r e l i a b l e  d a t i n g  makes p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  i d e n t i f y .  Seve ra l  of t h e  1  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney houses 
d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
form. A1 though most a r e  gab le  roof i n  form, two gambrel examples 
a r e  known. A small  number of 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  
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c h i m n e y  and e n t r y  houses  a r e  a l s o  known, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  O l d  
Ya rmou th  I n n  and S q u i r e  Doane h o u s e s .  As l a t e  as  1 7 6 5  t h e r e  were  
s i x  wigwams on t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  c a .  
1640,  was 3 0  x  40  f e e t ,  w i t h  1 3  1 / 2 - f o o t  p o s t s .  A  second  house ,  
o f  unknown a p p e a r a n c e ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1716;  t h e  house  was 
e n l a r g e d  i n  1768 when i t  was c u t  i n  h a l f  and  1 5  f e e t  added t o  t h e  
c e n t e r ,  and a  1 4 - f o o t  s q u a r e  p o r c h  added t o  t h e  s o u t h  end.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The B a x t e r  M i l l  i s  on  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The e s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  h i g h w a y s  r e m a i n e d  i n  use.  On t h e  
n o r t h  s i d e ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  r e m a i n e d  t h e  C o u n t y  
Road t h r o u g h  Y a r m o u t h  P o r t  and Y a r m o u t h  ( C r a n b e r r y  H i g h w a y - H a l l e t t  
S t r e e t - M a i n  S t r e e t ) ,  w h i c h  t h e n  p a s s e d  s o u t h  o f  M i l l  Pond t o  N o r t h  
P a r i s h  H a r w i c h  ( B r e w s t e r )  o n  W e i r  R o a d - N o r t h  D e n n i s  R o a d - M a y f a i r  
Road. E A s t  o f  Ya rmou th  V i l l a g e ,  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  b r a n c h  l e d  
n o r t h e a s t  t o  D e n n i s  ( M a i n  S t r e e t ) .  By 1800,  r o u t e s  l e d  s o u t h  f r o m  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  t o  H y a n n i s  (Summer S t r e e t ) ,  West Ya rmou th  (Wes t  
Yarrnouth Road) ,  and S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  ( U n i o n  S t r e e t - S t a t i o n  Avenue) .  
The s o u t h  s h o r e  c o r r i d o r  e n t e r e d  t o w n  f r o m  H y a n n i s  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  
b u t  Bass R i v e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  a  b a r r i e r  t o  e a s t w a r d  movement,  and 
t h e  o v e r l a n d  r o u t e  had t o  pass  n o r t h e a s t  f r o m  S o u t h  Yarmou th  a l o n g  
N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  and a r o u n d  F o l l i n s  Pond. By 1795 f e r r y  s e r v i c e  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  a c r o s s  Bass  R i v e r  b e t w e e n  S o u t h  Ya rmou th  and West 
D e n n i s ,  and an 1815  t o l l  b r i d g e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  f l o w  o f  t r a f f i c  
a c r o s s  t h e  s o u t h .  

M a r i t i m e  t r a n s p o r t  i n t e n s i f i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  A t o w n  dock  was 
b u i l t  a t  G r a y s  Beach i n  t h e  n o r t h  i n  1811,  and b y  p e r i o d ' s  end  
o t h e r  d o c k s  had been b u i l t  on W h i t e s  B rook  and a t  t h e  head  o f  
Hockamon Road. P a c k e t  s e r v i c e  t o  B o s t o n  was i n i t i a t e d  c a .  1821.  
I n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  m a r i t i m e  a c t i v i t y  f o c u s e d  on Bass R i v e r .  By 
1802,  s i x  wharves  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  on  t h e  Yarmou th  s i d e :  t h r e e  n e a r  
t h e  mou th  ( B a s s  R i v e r ) ,  and t h r e e  a  m i l e  n o r t h  ( S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h ) .  
By p e r i o d ' s  end, a  l i g h t h o u s e  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Gammon P o i n t  
o n  G r e a t  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  and a  r o a d  l e d  t h e r e  ( S o u t h  Sea 
Avenue)  f r o m  West Ya rmou th .  

0. P o p u l a t i o n  

Much o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  d i e d  i n  a  
s m a l l p o x  e p i d e m i c  i n  1777,  and l a t e r  t h e i r  r e s e r v a t i o n  l a n d s  w e r e  
s o l d .  P e r i o d i c  o u t m i g r a t i o n  o c c u r r e d :  20 f a m i l  i e s  t o  A s h f i e l  d  
d u r i n g  t h e  Rev01 u t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  t o  M e a d v i l  l e ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a  i n  1817,  
and l a t e r  t o  w e s t e r n  New Y o r k  and O h i o .  

A second  p a r i s h  was f o r m e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  Sea a r e a  i n  1 7 9 4  j u s t  
a f t e r  t h e  f o r m e r  E a s t  P r e c i n c t  became D e n n i s .  W i t h  n e i g h b o r i n g  
B a r n s t a b l e  townsmen f o r m e d  a  B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  i n  1809, and  a  S o u t h  
Ya rmou th  s o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1824.  Some t o w n  M e t h o d i s t s  
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w o r s h i p p e d  n e a r b y ,  and i n  1819 a  Y a r m o u t h p o r t  s o c i e t y  was f o l l o w e d  
b y  a  c h u r c h  i n  1821.  

Temperance r e f o r m  became p o p u l a r  c a .  1817.  A  U n i o n  L i b r a r y  was 
a c t i v e  f r o m  1808-18 ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  f o r m i n g  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  
t h e  I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  U s e f u l  Know ledge  i n  1829.  An Academy was 
f o r m e d  i n  1809.  

Ya rmou th  s t i l l  had a  s m a l l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1765,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  
wha t  was c a l l e d  " I n d i a n  town ,  'I now S o u t h  Yarmouth .  T h i r t y - o n e  
n a t i v e s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h a t  c e n s u s .  As l a t e  a s  1779 ,  T i m o t h y  
A l d e n  n o t e d ,  t h e r e  was a  c l u s t e r  o f  wigwams i n h a b i t e d  by t h e  
r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  Pawkunnawkut  I n d i a n s .  Many o f  them, h e  s a i d ,  d i e d  
i n  a  s m a l l p o x  e p i d e m i c  a b o u t  t h a t  t i m e .  The 1794  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
o l d  t o w n  o f  Ya rmou th  l e f t  Ya rmou th  w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  55% o f  h e r  
p o p u l a t i o n  ( b a s e d  on  1 8 0 0  c o u n t s )  a n d  54% o f  t h e  l a n d  a r e a .  Thus,  
Ya rmou th  had a  p o p u l a t i o n  d e n s i t y  seven  y e a r s  a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
o f  7 1 . 0  p e r s o n s  p e r  s q u a r e  m i l e - - f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  among t h e  1 3  o t h e r  
t owns  i n  B a r n s t a b l e  C o u n t y .  U n l i k e  D e n n i s ,  w h i c h  g rew r a p i d l y  i n  
t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  Y a r m o u t h ' s  m a j o r  p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h  a p p e a r e d  
b e f o r e  1810.  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  town  was t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  t o w n  
o n  t h e  Cape and t h e  l a r g e s t  w e s t  o f  B a r n s t a b l e .  I n  t h e  1820s,  
when o t h e r  t owns  saw an  expanded  f i s h i n g  t r a d e ,  Y a r m o u t h ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  was v i r t u a l l y  s t a g n a n t .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

T h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  l o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s  r e m a i n e d  
t h e  Yarmou th  P o r t / Y a r m o u t h  V i l l a g e  a r e a  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  
However,  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  new d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
s o u t h  p a r t  o f  town,  and b y  p e r i o d ' s  end  a  s t r o n g  s e c o n d a r y  f o c u s  
h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a t  S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  on t h e  Bass R i v e r  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t .  E a s t  P a r i s h  s e p a r a t e d  i n  1 7 9 3  a s  t h e  t o w n  o f  D e n n i s ,  
and b y  t h a t  t i m e ,  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  wha t  r e m a i n e d  
o f  Ya rmou th  was s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  a  S o u t h  Sea P a r i s h  t o  b e  f o r m e d .  

The 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a t  Ya rmou th  V i l l a g e  
on  M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  U n i o n  S t r e e t  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p e r i o d .  To t h e  w e s t ,  a  M e t h o d i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  a t  
Ya rmou th  P o r t  n e a r  t h e  H a l l e t  S t r e e t / S u m m e r  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
c a .  1819.  E a r l i e r ,  a n  academy ( 1 8 0 9 )  h a d  been opened a t  Yarmouth  
P o r t .  I n  1825,  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  Bank a l s o  was l o c a t e d  h e r e .  By 
p e r i o d ' s  end, l i n e a r  s e t t l e m e n t  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  t h e  C o u n t y  Road 
c o r r i d o r  f rom t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  l i n e  t o  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
m e e t i n g h o u s e .  R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l s o  e x t e n d e d  s o u t h  on 
Summer S t r e e t  and  S t r a w b e r r y  Lane a t  Y a r m o u t h  P o r t ,  and n o r t h  o n  
C e n t e r  S t r e e t  t o w a r d  t h e  w h a r f  a t  Bass H o l e  f r o m  Yarmou th  
V i l l a g e .  S a l t w o r k s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  bay  s h o r e ,  and numerous 
d a c k s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t i d a l  c r e e k s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

F r a g m e n t a r y  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  a t  t h e  
Bass  R i v e r  r e s e r v a t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  As l a t e  
a s  1779,  a  c l u s t e r  o f  wigwams was r e p o r t e d  one m i l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  
r i v e r  mouth .  A f t e r  c a .  1776,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  t o w n  began t o  s e l l  
n a t i v e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o l l o w e d .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  p e r i o d  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  s o u t h  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  t h e  M a i n  
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S t r e e t - N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  H y a n n i s  t o  t h e  w e s t  t o  
S o u t h  Ya rmou th .  A l o n g  t h i s  r o a d ,  t h e  S o u t h  Sea P a r i s h  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  was l o c a t e d  i n  1794,  w e s t  o f  P a r k e r s  R i v e r  n e a r  West 
Yarmouth  Road. S u b s e q u e n t  p e r i o d  r e l i g i o u s  a d d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  
t o o k  p l a c e  f u r t h e r  e a s t  a t  S o u t h  Yarmouth .  I n  1809,  a  Q u a k e r  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  on  N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  n e a r  Bass  R i v e r ,  and 
i n  1 8 2 5  a  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  R i v e r  
S t r e e t .  A M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  was a l s o  l o c a t e d  a t  S o u t h  Ya rmou th ,  
b e t w e e n  M a i n  and W i l l o w  S t r e e t  s o u t h w e s t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h .  
S a l t w o r k s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  L e w i s  Ray i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  and 
e x t e n s i v e  s a l  t w o r k s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  S o u t h  Yarmouth  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  and w e s t  o f  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t / N o r t h  M a i n  
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  A r o p e  w a l k  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 0 2  a l o n g  Bass  R i v e r  a t  
t h e  head o f  M a i n  S t r e e t .  By p e r i o d ' s  end,  t h i s  a r e a  a r o u n d  t h e  
S o u t h  Yarmouth  f e r r y  had  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  
i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  and s i d e  s t r e e t s  l e d  f r o m  M a i n  S t r e e t  s o u t h e a s t  t o  
numerous Bass R i v e r  d o c k s ,  w h i l e  a  s e c o n d  f o c u s  d e v e l o p e d  s o u t h  o f  
t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  a t  t h e  head o f  R i v e r  S t r e e t  a t  Bass R i v e r  t o  
t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  

n. Economic  Base 

The l i m i t e d  s o u r c e s  f o r  Y a r m o u t h  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s i l e n t  on t h e  
t o w n ' s  l a t e  1 8 t h - c e n t u r y  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h ,  b u t  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  
i n  t h e  1790s  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  d i s t r i c t  b e t w e e n  H y a n n i s  and D e n n i s  
P o r t  was t h e  mos t  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a c t i v e  a r e a  o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  The 
1 7 9 5  map o f  Ya rmou th  ( a  s e r i e s  n o t  known f o r  g r a t i t u t o u s  
i n f o r m a t i o n )  i d e n t i f i e s  a t  S o u t h  Ya rmou th  a  r o p e w a l k ,  a  l a r g e  
" f i s h w o r k s , "  and  a  p o t t e r ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t w o  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i v e  
w i n d m i l l s .  On L e w i s  Bay a c r o s s  t h e  w a t e r  f r o m  H y a n n i s  w e r e  marked  
"Gages w h a r f , "  a n d  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  " f i s h w o r k s . "  Freeman i n  1802  
commented on  t h e  " p r e s e n t  f l o u r i s h i n g  s t a t e  o f  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e "  
a n d  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  Y a r m o u t h  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x  w h a r v e s  on Bass R i v e r  
f o r  t e n  c o a s t e r s  and  t e n  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s ;  and on  L e w i s  Bay w e r e  
a n o t h e r  t e n  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s .  S h i p p i n g  a l s o  s a i l e d  f r o m  Bass H o l e  
on  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  was a l s o  s a i d  
t o  have  been c a r r i e d  on a t  Hockanom on C h a s e ' s  Garden  R i v e r .  I n  
1 8 1 5  t h e  F e d e r a l  Governmen t  e r e c t e d  a  l i g h t h o u s e  o n  P o i n t  Gammon. 
The f i e l d s t o n e  t o w e r ,  abandoned a s  a  l i g h t  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  B i s h o p s  & C l e r k s  i n  1858,  i s  t o d a y  t h e  o l d e s t  l i g h t  t o w e r  i n  
t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  Ya rmou th ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  mid-Cape 
towns,  was a l s o  among t h e  m o s t  p r o s p e r o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y .  I n  
1791 ,  897 a c r e s  were  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  3.1% o f  Y a r m o u t h / D e n n i s  - -  
second  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  a f t e r  h e r  n e i g h b o r  
H a r w i c h / B r e w s t e r .  The t w o  t o w n s  had  o v e r  40% o f  t h e  c o u l t y  
t i l l a g e  a c r e a g e .  C a t t l e  numbered 962, t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
a f t e r  S a n d w i c h  and H a r w i c h / B r e w s t e r .  

I n  company w i t h  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  s a l t  b y  
s o l a r  e v a p o r a t i o n ,  a s  i n v e n t e d  b y  J o h n  S e a r s  i n  D e n n i s ,  expanded 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  t h e  new c e n t u r y .  As i n  
D e n n i s ,  s a l t  had f i r s t  been p r o d u c e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  b e g i n n i n g  
a b o u t  1780.  I n  1802  Yarmou th  r a n k e d  t h i r d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  
( a f t e r  D e n n i s  and H a r w i c h / B r e w s t e r )  w i t h  a  p r o d u c t i o n  c a p a c i t y  o f  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Yarmouth



16,630 f e e t .  Under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Embargo, s e v e n  y e a r s  
l a t e r  t h i s  f i g u r e  had s w o l l e n  t o  30,750 f e e t .  N o t  u n t i l  1811,  
however ,  w e r e  s a l t  w o r k s  f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  S o u t h  Ya rmou th  ( a n d  
n o t  i n  West Ya rmou th  u n t i l  1 8 2 9 ) .  By t h e  1830s  t h e  s a l t  w o r k s  
d o m i n a t e d  S o u t h  Yarmouth ,  w h i c h  r e t a i n e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  f a r  l o n g e r  
t h a n  any  o t h e r  commun i t y  on t h e  Cape. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t w o  Rope Walks  ( K e l l e y ' s  a n d  D o a n e ' s ) ,  Ya rmou th  
a l s o  had a  s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e r  o f  t a c k l e  b l o c k s  - -  one  o f  two  known 
o n  t h e  Cape, t h e  o t h e r  b e i n g  i n  Chatham, used  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  
e q u i p m e n t  f o r  t h e  s a l t  w o r k s .  

As i n  B a r n s t a b l e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a c t i v e  f i s h i n g  and s a l t  t r a d e s  o f  
t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e ,  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  and c i v i c  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t o w n  
r e m a i n e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e ,  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  t h e r e  
o f  r e g u l a r  p a c k e t  s e r v i c e  t o  B o s t o n  and o t h e r  p o i n t s .  Yarmouth  
P o r t  was a l s o  f o r  many y e a r s  t h e  end o f  t h e  s t a g e  c o a c h  r o u t e  f r o m  
B o s t o n  and t h e  p o i n t  f r o m  w h i c h  s t a g e s  t o  P ' t o w n  a n d  Chatham 
d i v e r g e d .  I n  1825  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  Bank, t h e  c o u n t y ' s  s e c o n d  bank 
( a f t e r  t h e  F a l m o u t h  Bank o f  1 8 2 1 ) ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Yarmouth  
P o r t .  The B a r n s t a b l e  C o u n t y  M u t u a l  F i r e  I n s u r a n c e  Company ( 1  8 3 3 )  
l o a c t e d  h e r e ,  t h e  f i r s t  f i r e  i n s u r a n c e  company i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  
Amos O t i s  was i t s  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y .  The c o u n t y ' s  t w o  o l d e s t  
p a p e r s ,  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  P a t r i o t  ( 1 8 2 9 )  a n d  t h e  Yarmou th  R e g i s t e r  
( 1 8 3 7 )  w e r e  f o u n d e d  w i t h i n  a  decade o f  one a n o t h e r .  ( T h e  R e g i s t e r  
was f o u n d e d  b y  J o h n  Reed ( 1 7 8 1 - 1 8 6 0 ) ,  Amos O t i s ,  and o t h e r s  i n  
l a r g e  p a r t  t o  c o u n t e r  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  P a t r i o t ,  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  
" J a c k s o n  a n d  Van B u r e n  d y n a s t y "  [Deyo:  2'-d t o  p r o m o t e  J o h n  
R e e d ' s  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r .  The e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t w o  p a p e r s  
w e r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  b i t t e r  and p e r s o n a l  c o n t r o v e r s y . )  L a t e r  Ya rmou th  
P o r t  w o u l d  become t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  
s t a t i o n  ( 1 8 5 4 ) .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The m o s t  common b u i l d i n g  t y p e  s u r v i v i n g  f r o m  t h i s  
p e r i o d  r e m a i n s  t h e  1  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  f o r m .  
O v e r w h e l m i n g l y ,  t h e  n o s t  numerous a r e  t h o s e  o f  f i v e  b a y s  and 
c e n t e r  e n t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a b o u t  f o r t y  i n v e n t o r i e d  e x a m p l e s .  O f  
t h e s e ,  a b o u t  3 0  c o n t i n u e  t h e  l o w  p r o p o r t i o n s  w i t h  w indows l o c a t e d  
j u s t  a t  t h e  c o r n i c e  l i n e ;  c a .  t e n  emp loy  e x t e n d e d  s t u d  h e i g h t .  An 
a d d i t i o n  c a .  20  a r e  t h r e e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h ,  and ca .  1 0  a r e  f o u r  b a y s  
i n  w i d t h ;  h a l f  o f  each  g r o u p  a l s o  emp loy  e x t e n d e d  s t u d  h e i g h t .  
T w o - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  houses  w e r e  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  s m a l l  numbers ;  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  e x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e  SPNEA's 
W i n s l o w  C r o c k e r  House o f  1780,  and t h r e e -  a n d  f o u r - b a y  v a r i a t i o n s  
a r e  known among t h e  c a .  t e n  known. An a d d i t i o n a l  f i v e  a r e  h i p  
r a t h e r  t h a n  g a b l e  r o o f  i n  f o r m .  G e o r g i a n  p l a n  c e n t e r  
e n t r y / p a s s a g e  p l a n s  a r e  f a r  more  r a r e ;  f e w e r  t h a n  f i v e  t w o - s t o r y ,  
h i p - r o o f e d ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y  houses  a r e  known; 
houses  e m p l o y i n g  end c h i m n e y s  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  s c a r c e ,  t w o  e m p l o y  
g a b l e  and t w o  h i p  r o o f s ,  one uses  b r i c k  end  w a l l s .  Ornament  on 
t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  1  i m i  t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  doo rways  where  s i m p l e  
e n t a b l a t u r e s  a r e  m o s t  common, o c c a s i o n a l l y  o v e r  f a n 1  i g h t s .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A f t e r  a  s e c o n d  " S o u t h  Sea" p a r i s h  was f o r m e d ,  a  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1794,  unknown i n  a p p e a r a n c e .  The 
F r i e n d s  M e e t i n g h o u s e  i s  a  g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  1 8 0 9  d o m i n a t e d  
b y  t h e  e n t r y  p o r c h  on  i t s  l o n g  w a l l  h o u s i n g  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s .  The 
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  o f  1 8 2 6  i s  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  and s q u a r e  t o w e r  on  i t s  r o o f  r i d g e ;  t h e  t r i m  and o r i e n t a t i o n  
a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  an  1 8 6 0  r e m o d e l i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A  smock m i l l  o f  1791 s u r v i v e s .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  s y s t e m  r e m a i n e d  i n  use.  New r o a d s  
were  e x t e n d e d  i n  t h e  e a s t  t o  t h e  c a .  1 8 3 3  u p p e r  Bass  R i v e r  t o l l  
b r i d g e  t o  S o u t h  D e n n i s .  C e n t r a l  Whar f  was b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
i n  1832,  and Bass  R i v e r  r e m a i n e d  t h e  s o u t h  s h o r e  s h i p p i n g  f o c u s .  
The l o w e r  t o l l  b r i d g e  a t  S o u t h  Y a r m o u t h  was i n  p l a c e  b y  1858.  
B o t h  b r i d g e s  were  made f r e e  i n  1869.  I n  1854,  t h e  Cape Cad B r a n c h  
R a i l w a y  l o o p e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t own  on  i t s  r o u t e  
t o  H y a n n i s ,  and  Y a r m o u t h  S t a t i o n  was l o c a t e d  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  
Ya rmou th  P o r t .  E l e v e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1865,  t h e  l i n e ,  l a t e r  t h e  
Cape Cod C e n t r a l  R a i l r o a d ,  was e x t e n d e d  e a s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  
t o w n  t o  O r l e a n s ,  c r o s s i n g  Bass R i v e r  s o u t h  o f  K e l l y ' s  Bay. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

I n  1836 ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  town ,  f o l l o w e d  
i n  1843  b y  t h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  New J e r u s a l e m  ( S w e d e n b o r g i a n ) .  I n  
1 8 5 3  a  second  M e t h o d i s t  S o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  S o u t h  Ya rmou th ;  
M e t h o d i s t  camp m e e t i n g s  began  i n  1863.  I n  1 8 4 3  t h e  Yarmou th  
I n s t i t u t e  was fo rmed .  I n  1 8 5 4  t h e  t o w n  d i s t r i c t  s y s t e m  was 
a b o l i s h e d .  A  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  was f o r m e d  i n  1866.  The West 
Ya rmou th  Women's B e n e v o l e n t  S o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1840,  and a  
R o y a l  Arcanum m u t u a l  b e n e f i t  s o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1869 ;  Masons 
w e r e  f o r m e d  i n  1870.  

Ya rmou th  g rew e r r a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  c e n s u s  r e p o r t s ,  Ya rmou th  had  o n l y  t w o  s u b s t a n t i a l  
p e r i o d s  o f  g r o w t h :  1 8 3 0 - 4 0  a n d  1855-60.  I n  b o t h  p e r i o d s ,  t h e  
t o w n  grew on a v e r a g e  b y  o v e r  3 0  p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r .  B u t  f o r  a  
r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  1840s  ( 4  p p y ) ,  t h e  number o f  
Yarmouth  r e s i d e n t s  d e c l i n e d  a t  o t h e r  t i m e s .  

I n  1855 ,  3.2% o f  t h e  t o w n  p o p u l a t i o n  was f o r e i g n  b o r n ,  a b o u t  a 
p o i n t  u n d e r  t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e .  O f  t h e s e ,  mos t  w e r e  I r i s h  o r  
Canad ian .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

P e r i o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  b o t h  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  i n  t h e  Yarmouth  
P o r t / Y a r m o u t h  V i l l a g e  a r e a  and i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
Ya rmou th /Bass  R i v e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d .  O u t s i d e  t h e s e  p l a c e s  l o c a l  
g r o w t h  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  t h e  p r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  r o a d s  i n  t h e  n o r t h  and 
s o u t h .  L i t t l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  i n t e r i o r ,  
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a1 t hough  i n  1835 t h e  town house was l o c a t e d  nea r  t h e  t o w n ' s  
g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  ( F o r e s t  Road s o u t h  o f  O l d  Town House Road). A t  
t h e  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r ,  t h e  Sandwich D i s t r i c t  Camp M e e t i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  M e t h o d i s t  campground a l o n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  i n  
1863. 

A t  Yarmouth V i l l a g e ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  was t a k e n  down and 
r e p l a c e d  i n  1830. I n  1836,  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  t o  t h e  
wes t  on Church  S t r e e t .  A f t e r  ca .  1843,  a  Swedenborg ian c h u r c h  was 
a l s o  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  A Lyceum H a l l  was b u i l t  a t  Yarmouth 
P o r t  f u r t h e r  wes t  i n  1850. P e r i o d  commerc ia l  deve lopment  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  Yarmouth P o r t  a r e a  on H a l l e t  S t r e e t  west  o f  
Summer S t r e e t ,  and i n t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  
t h e  H a l l e t  S t r e e t - M a i n  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  f r o m  t h e  B a r n s t a b l e  l i n e  t o  
t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h .  A l t h a u g h  deve lopmen t  c o n t i n u e d  on s i d e  
s t r e e t s  l e a d i n g  n o r t h  t o  t h e  bay s i d e  wharves,  a f t e r  1854 
o r i e n t a t i o n  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o w a r d  Yarmouth R a i l r o a d  S t a t i o n  on 
W i l l o w  S t r e e t  s o u t h  o f  Yarmouth P o r t .  The town f a r m  was l o c a t e d  
a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  t o  Bass H o l e  w h a r f  i n  1831.  

I n  t h e  sou thwes t ,  l i n e a r  deve lopment  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x t e n d  a l o n g  t h e  
Ma in  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  and s o u t h  a l o n g  Sou th  Sea Avenue t o w a r d  G r e a t  
I s l a n d .  A new West Yarmouth C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  
1840. However, g r o w t h  i n  t h e  s o u t h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  nea r  
Bass R i v e r  where Sou th  Yarmouth r ema ined  a  f o c u s  o f  m a r i t i m e  
a c t i v i t y ,  l i g h t  i n d u s t r y ,  and s a l t  p r o d u c t i o n .  A new M e t h o d i s t  
c h u r c h  was b u i l t  h e r e  i n  1852 on Ma in  S t r e e t  nea r  t h e  N o r t h  Ma in  
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  An u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l  chape l  , K e l l e y  Chape l ,  eas 
b u i l t  wes t  o f  N o r t h  Ma in  i n  1860. L i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  
c o n t i n u e d  on Main  S t r e e t  f r o m  t h e  l o w e r  BASS R i v e r  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  and deve lopmen t  e x t e n d e d  e a s t  t o  t h e  r i v e r  f r o m  
t h e  Q u a k e r  Mee t i nghouse  s o u t h  t o  C rosby  S t r e e t .  F u r t h e r  sou th ,  
deve lopment  c o n t i n u e d  o n  R i v e r  S t r e e t  and W i l l o w  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  
Bass R i v e r  f o c u s .  

D. Economic Base 

The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  saw t h e  boom p e r i o d  f o r  t h e  s a l t  works 
i n  Yarmouth. I n  an a s - y e t - u n e x p l a i n e d  r i s e ,  Ya rmou th ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  
o f  s a l t  r o s e  f rom 50,000 b u s h e l s  i n  1832 t o  365,000 b u s h e l s  
( v a l u e d  a t  $109,560) f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  - -  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  more t h a n  
h a l f  t h e  e n t i r e  c o u n t y  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h o u g h  b o t h  t h e  number o f  works 
( 5 2 )  and t h e  number o f  men employed ( 5 2 )  were l e s s  t h a n  t h e  
f i g u r e s  o f  s i x  o t h e r  towns.  E i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  Ya rmou th ' s  s a l t  
p r o d u c t i o n  was g i v e n  as  72,840 bu. ($18,099)  - -  s t i l l  more t h a n  
t w i c e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i t s  n e a r e s t  c o m p e t i t o r ,  Denn is  ( w i t h  34,600 bu. 
w o r t h  $86501, t hough  Denn is  works  emp loyed  2 -1 /2  t i m e s  as many men 
and had 23 more s a l t  works .  I n  1865,  Yarmouth had 1 9  works  
p r o d u c i n g  13,780 b u s h e l s  ( t h i r d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  f o l l o w i n g  B r e w s t e r  
and D e n n i s ) ;  a  decade l a t e r  i t  wou ld  be t h e  o n l y  town r e p o r t i n g  
s a l t  m a n u f a c t u r e .  

A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s a l t  was t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
"magnes ia"  - -  magnesium s u l  f a t e  and magnesium c h l o r i d e  - -  begun 
a b o u t  1850 i n  Sou th  Yarwou th .  P r e v i o u s  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  
r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  s a l t  works ,  a f t e r  t h e  common and  Epsom s a l t s  had 
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been t a k e n  o u t ,  was a l l o w e d  t o  r e m a i n  upon t h e  g r o u n d  as  u s e l e s s .  
A f a c t o r y  o n  C l a p p ' s  P o i n t  p r o p o s e d  t o  e x t r a c t  t h e  s u l f a t e  and  
c h l o r i d e  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  R o x b u r y  c h e m i s t  F r a n k l i n  F e a r i n g  
and  Yarmou th  n a t i v e  A b i e l  A k i n .  The f a c t o r y  r e m a i n e d  i n  S o u t h  
Yarmouth  i n t o  t h e  1880s ,  when t h e  d i m i n i s h i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e g u l a r  s a l  t w o r k s  made t h e  o p e r a t i o n  u n p r o f i t a b l e .  

F o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  was t h e  c o d  and m a c k e r e l  
f i s h e r y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  m o s t  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d s .  The 
b u s i n e s s  r e a c h e d  i t s  peak i n  1845  when 24  v e s s e l s  w e r e  a t  sea w i t h  
297 hands.  I n  b o t h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  c o d  and t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a c k e r e l  
c a u g h t  t h a t  y e a r ,  t h e  t o w n  r a n k e d  t h i r d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  Though t h e  
l a s t  o f  t h e  Yarmou th  P o r t  f i s h i n g  f l e e t  was s o l d  i n  1863,  p r o b a b l y  
S o u t h  Ya rmou th  c o n t i n u e d  t h w  b u s i n e s s  l o n g e r .  T h e r e  was one 
v e s s e l  s t i l l  r e p o r t i n g  i n  1865 .  

I n  t h e  a l e w i v e  f i s h e r y ,  Ya rmou th  and  D e n n i s  t o g e t h e r  were  t h e  
l e a d i n g  towns  on t h e  Cape i n  1855.  I n  1843,  t h e  Long  Pond F i s h i n g  
Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d  t o  i m p r o v e  P a r k e r ' s  R i v e r  and t o  open a  
c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  Long and  Swan ponds.  I n  1855,  Yarmouth  men 
r e p o r t e d  831 b a r r e l s  o f  a l e w i v e s ,  s e c o n d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  
a f t e r  D e n n i s ' s  2,125 b b l s .  

W i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  P r o v i n c e t o w n ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  t o w n s  f o r  c o a s t a l  
t r a d i n g  w e r e  t h e  N a n t u c k e t  Sound c o m m u n i t i e s  b e t w e e n  B a r n s t a b l e  
a n d  H a r w i c h .  A l t h o u g h  Y a r m o u t h  had o n l y  a  q u a r t e r  a s  many c o a s t a l  
v e s s e l s  a s  D e n n i s  o r  B a r n s t a b l e  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  i t ,  t h e  70  men 
i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  1865  t h a t  y e a r  f a r  o u t n u m b e r e d  t h o s e  i n  t h e  
f i s h i n g  f l e e t .  A f t e r  1860,  one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  c o a s t w i s e  
t r a d i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  was H i r a m  L o r i n g ' s  West D e n n i s  g r a i n  and f l o u r  
f i r m ,  w h i c h  c a r r i e d  on  a  $50,000 t r a d e  w i t h  New York .  The 
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a  r e g u l a r  p a c k e t  s e r v i c e  be tween  B o s t o n  and 
Yarmou th  P o r t  was an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  e a r l y  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
summer v i s i t o r s  who b y  t h e  1840s  came t o  t h e  s a l t  marshes  o f  t h e  
n o r t h  s h o r e  t o  h u n t  and f i s h .  

O t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n c l u d e d  a  s h o r t - 1  i v e d  o i l  - c l o t h  f a c t o r y  
(1848-51  ) ,  w h i c h  u n t i l  i t  moved t o  F a l l  R i v e r  was housed  i n  t h e  
o l d  r o p e w a l k  i n  S o u t h  Ya rmou th .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t own  b u i l d e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  1  l / 2 - s t o r y ,  i n t e r i o r  ch imney ,  g a b l e  r o o f e d  houses ,  w i t h  
e x t e n d e d  s t u d  h e i g h t s  and Greek R e v i v a l  d o o r  s u r r o u n d s  and w i d e  
c o r n i c e  b o a r d s ;  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  e x a m p l e s  r e m a i n  t h e  m o s t  
common ( c a .  l o ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h r e e - b a y  ( c a .  7) and  a  h a n d f u l  o f  
f o u r - b a y  examp les .  A s i n g l e  e x a m p l e  adds a  p o r t i c o ,  w h i l e  ca .  
f i v e  use f a c a d e  g a b l e s  i n  a  G o t h i c  mode. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  
f a m i l i a r  d o u b l e  p i l e  t y p e s ,  c a .  t e n  s i n g l e  p i l e  v a r i a t i o n s  w i t h  
r e a r  e l l s  o r  l e a n - t o s  s u r v i v e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  b u i l d e r s  began 
t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  new house  fo rm,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m .  Here ,  as i n  
t h e  r e g i o n  a s  a  who le ,  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  s i d e  e n t r y  examp les  
a r e  t h e  m o s t  numerous ;  c a .  f o r t y  a r e  i n v e n t o r i e d .  A  l a r g e  number 
h a v e  s e c o n d a r y  e l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  an  a d d i t i o n a l  g r o u p  o f  ca .  t e n  w i t h  
an  e l l  f l u s h  t o  t h e  f a c a d e  o f  t h e  m a i n  b l o c k .  The n e x t  m o s t  
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common v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  i s  t h e  2  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  
s i d e  e n t r y  t y p e ,  a b o u t  a  dozen,  and a n o t h e r  s m a l l  g r o u p  w i t h  e n t r y  
on  t h e  l o n g  w a l l .  O n l y  c a .  t e n  examp les  a r e  known o f  2  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  
f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  h o u s e s .  The m o s t  u n u s u a l  o f  t h e s e  houses 
a r e  two examp les ,  o f  t h r e e  and f o u r  bays  w i t h  c e n t r a l  e n t r i e s ,  
w i t h  l a t e r a l  e l l s ,  somewhat n e o c l a s s i c a l  i n  d e s i g n .  The v a s t  
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  a r e  o rnamented  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  e l e m e n t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s q u a r e  t r a n s o m  and s i d e 1  i g h t s ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  and d o o r  
s u r r o u n d s ,  and w i d e  c o r n i c e  b o a r d s ;  a  s m a l l  number have  D o r i c  
e n t r y  p o r c h e s ,  and t h e  S e a r s  Arms e m p l o y s  a  f u l l  I o n i c  p o r t i c o  
o v e r  t w o - s t o r y  p o r c h e s .  F a r  s m a l l e r  numbers emp loyed  e i t h e r  
G o t h i c  o r  I t a l i a n a t e  e l e m e n t s .  A s i m i l a r l y  s m a l l  number o f  
mansard  r o o f  houses,  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  t w o -  and t h r e e - s t o r y  examp les .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1835  t h e  West Yarmou th  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  
was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m ,  1  1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  
w i t h  a  b e l f r y ,  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s ,  and l a n c e t  w indows;  i t  had been i n  

5' 
S o u t h  Yarmouth  u n t i l  12078.  I n  1836  t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  

q a  g a b l e  f r o n t  o f  s i m i l a r  d e s i g n ,  w i t h  a  t h r e e - s t a g e d  s q u a r e  t o w e r ,  
p a i r e d  e n t r i e s ,  l a n c e d  windows.  I n  1852  t h e  S o u t h  Yarmouth  
M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a  Greek R e v i v a l  mode, g a b l e  
f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  s q u a r e  t o w e r  and s t e e p l e ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  and 
s q u a r e - h e a d e d  o p e n i n g s ,  and f a c a d e  p i 1  a s t e r s .  A s m a l l e r  s t r u c t u r e  
now known a s  t h e  Q u a k e r  S c h o o l  i s  a  f o r m e r  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l ,  g a b l e  
f r o n t ,  s i d e  e n t r y .  W i t h  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  
1854,  new s c h o o l s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  one t h a t  s u r v i v e s  i n  
West Yarmouth :  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m ,  2  1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  
a  t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  f a c a d e ,  o rnamented  by  p i l a s t e r s  and w i d e  
c o r n i c e  b o a r d .  The u n d a t e d  Lyceum H a l l  i s  a 1  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  
f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  o f  e i g h t  b a y s  w i t h  a  d o o r  a t  each  end and a  
P a l l a d i a n  w indow i n  t h e  peak.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  A  s m a l l  number o f  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  s t o r e s  s u r v i v e s ,  o r n a m e n t e d  w i t h  Greek and  I t a l i a n a t e  
e l e m e n t s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A  1  1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  c a r p e n t e r  shop o f  1860 
s u r v i v e s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870-1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The m i d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  and r a i l r o a d  s y s t e m  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use.  
I n  1871, p a c k e t  s e r v i c e  t o  B o s t o n  ended,  no l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  compete  
w i t h  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Yarmouth  ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l  i n e d  s t e a d i l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
f r o m  2,423 i n  1 8 7 0  t o  1,415 i n  1915.  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r ,  a  s m a l l  
F i n n i s h  c o l o n y  ( n u m b e r i n g  2 2 )  r e p l a c e d  t h e  I r i s h  as t h e  l a r g e s t  
f o r e i  g n - b o r n  g r o u p .  

Y a r m o u t h ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  42% d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  among t h e  
h i g h e s t  r a t e s  o f  l o s s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  I n  1875  i t s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
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p o p u l a t i o n  s tood  a t  on ly  3%. Of t h i s ,  42% were I r i s h .  By 2905, 
w i t h  t h e  genera l  p o p u l a t i o n  decl  i n e ,  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  popu la t ion  
had r i s e n  t o  7%. Employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  shrank d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  In 1875,  29% of t h e  town 's  male workers  were l i s t e d  a s  
m a r i n e r s ,  18% a s  f i she rmen ,  and 19% a s  mechanics and 
m a n u f c t u r e r s .  By 1905,  only 9% were employed i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
and 5% a s  f i she rmen .  Meanwhile, employment i n  manufac tu r ing  r o s e  
s lowly  t o  22%, whi l e  27% of t h e  town 's  working men were c l a s s i f i e d  
a s  l a b o r e r s .  A g r i c u l t u r e  employed 11% i n  1875,  12% i n  1905. 
Sacred  Hear t  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church was b u i l t  a t  Yarmouthport i n  
1899. New v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Knightes  and Ladies  
of  Honor and t h e  New England Order of P r o t e c t i o n  a t  Yarmouthport ,  
and a  Mason lodge  and temperance s o c i e t y  a t  South Yarmouth. The 
Yarmouth Camp Meeting Grounds con t inued  t o  be a  f o c u s  f o r  
Methodis t  summer g a t h e r i n g s ,  a s  t h e  number of seasona l  v i s i t o r s  
i n c r e a s e d  through t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

W i t h  economic s t a g n a t i o n  and popu la t ion  decl i n e ,  r e l a t i v e l y  1  i t t l  e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  development took p l a c e ,  a l though  a  number of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a d d i t i o n s  wre made. Local summer r e s o r t  a c t i v i t y  
focused  a t  t h e  Yarmouth Camp Meeting Grounds i n  t h e  wes t ,  and i n  
Lewis Bay and Bass R ive r  a r e a s .  Yarmouth Village/Yarrnouth P o r t  
remained t h e  main l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r .  In 1870 a  new 
Congregat ional  church  was b u i l  t h e r e ,  l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  b locks  t o  
t h e  west of t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e .  The same y e a r  a  new 
Swedenborgian church  was e r e c t e d  o p p o s i t e  t h e  common on Main 
S t r e e t .  A y e a r  l a t e r ,  a  1  i b r a r y  was b u i l t  a t  Yarmouth P o r t .  When 
Lyceum Hall burned i n  1880,  i t  was promptly r e p l a c e d .  Sacred  
Hear t  Roman C a t h o l i c  Chapel was a l s o  l o c a t e d  a t  Yarmauth P o r t ,  on 
Summer S t r e e t  i n  1899. 

A t  South Yarmouth t h e  masonic lodge  b u i l t  a h a l l  on Main near  
Crosby S t r e e t  ( c a .  1875) .  By p e r i o d ' s  end r e s o r t  homes were b u i l t  
a long  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  R ive r  S t r e e t ,  and South S t r e e t .  A small  
commercial focus  developed near  t h e  Bass River  b r i d g e ,  and t o  t h e  
n o r t h  t h e  American Meta l i c  F a b r i c  Company l o c a t e d  i t s  f a c t o r y  on 
Kel ley  Road i n  1885. In t h e  wes t ,  t h e  Camp Meeting Grounds were 
expanded t o  f o r t y  a c r e s .  By t h e  l a t e  1870s ,  t h e  seasona l  meet ings 
were made of s e v e r a l  c i r c l e s  of f o r t y  s o c i e t y  t e n t s  su r round ing  
t h e  c e n t r a l ,  open a i r  canvas  t a b e r n a c l e .  An e s t i m a t e d  400 s m a l l e r  
f ami ly  t e n t s  were a l s o  s e t  i n  t h e  grounds,  and numerous campground 
c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t .  A k e e p e r ' s  house and A s s o c i a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  
were a l s o  e r e c t e d .  In 1890, a  wooden t a b e r n a c l e  was b u i l t .  
S e c u l a r  r e s o r t  development meanwhile ex tended i n t o  t h e  Lewis Bay 
a r e a  i n  t h e  southwest  from Hyannis a f t e r  t h e  1880s. By p e r i o d ' s  
end,  development had begun a t  Hyannis Park nea r  Harbor B l u f f ,  and 
a  dozen houses had been b u i l t  a t  Englewood Beach, a long  w i t h  t h e  
Englewood Hotel on Massachuse t t s  Avenue, and a  y a c h t  c l u b  a t  t h e  
head of  Berry Avenue. 

D .  Economic Base 

Yarmouth i n  t h e  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  had a  c u r i o u s  mix of 
economic a c t i v i t i e s ,  p robably  r e f l e c t i n g  i t s  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  i n  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Yarmouth



t h e  coun ty  mare t h a n  any o t h e r  f a c t o r .  In  1875,  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  
o f  manufac tu red  goods ,  $114 ,985 ,  was t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y ,  exceeded  on ly  by Sandwich and Falmouth.  Over h a l f  of  t h i s  
t o t a l ,  however,  was t h e  p r o d u c t  of seven  c l o t h i n g  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s ,  
shops  which p u t  o u t  work t o  women i n  t h e  town. T h i s  was t h e  
l a r g e s t  v a l u e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  coun ty  f o r  c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  an 
i n d u s t r y  which Yarmouth s h a r e d  w i t h  Harwich,  O r l e a n s ,  Well f l e e t ,  
and P rov ince town .  

The town a l s o  had more t h a n  i t s  s h a r e  o f  o t h e r  smal l  
" m a n u f a c t u r e r s : "  i n  1875  t h r e e  of  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  s i x  t a n n e r i e s  were  
i n  Yarmouth; f o u r  of  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  e i g h t  c a r r i a g e  f a c t o r i e s ;  and i t  
had t h e  on ly  sawmill  i n  B a r n s t a b l e  Co. In a d d i t i o n ,  Yarmouth was 
t h e  o n l y  town w i t h  a s  many a s  f o u r  g r i s t  m i l l s  s t i l l  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

B u t  f o r  i t s  c o a s t a l  s h i p p i n g ,  Yarmouth 's  m a r i t i m e  b u s i n e s s  had 
dwindled  away t o  a l m o s t  n o t h i n g .  In  1875  t h e r e  were s t i l l  16 
s c h o o n e r s  i n  c o a s t a l  t r a d i n g  ( p l a c i n g  t h e  town f o u r t h  i n  r ank  
a f t e r  P r o v i n c e t o w n ,  B a r n s t a b l e ,  and D e n n i s )  a s  we l l  a s  2 b a r k s  and 
a  s c h o o n e r  i n  "ocean  commerce." In  1885 Yarmouth came t h e  c l o s e s t  
t o  r i v a l i n g  Dennis i n  t onnage  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  town. The l a r g e s t  
coa l  s c h o o n e r  on t h e  Cape,  a  725- ton v e s s e l ,  de l  i v e r e d  c o a l  from 
B a l t i m o r e  t o  Boston ( a n d  Yarmouth?) ,  and two smal l  s c h o o n e r s  
c a r r i e d  mixed c a r g o e s  of  c o a l ,  g r a i n ,  and i c e .  The r e m a i n i n g  90% 
o f  Yarmouth ' s  s h i p p i n g ,  however ,  was ocean  t r a f f i c .  The 1885 
Census c r e d i t s  Yarmouth w i t h  f o u r  s h i p s  w i t h  a  t o t a l  t onnage  o f  
o v e r  6600 t o n s  ( t h o u g h  o n l y  two were d e t a i l e d ) .  One s h i p  s a i l e d  
w i t h  coa l  t o  San F r a n c i s c o  and Hong Kong; a n o t h e r  w i t h  g e n e r a l  
me rchand i se  t o  L i v e r p o o l  and A u s t r a l i a .  The owner of  t h e  l a t t e r  
s h i p  a l s o  ran  a  1174 - ton  bark  t o  L ive rpoo l  and J apan  w i t h  a  
s i m i l a r  c a r g o .  A s econd  bark  ( 8 1 3  t o n s )  s a i l e d  w i t h  c o a l ,  l umber ,  
n i t r a t e  of  soda ,  and pe t ro l eum be tween  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  C h i l e ,  and 
A u s t r a l i a .  

Nor was t h e  town any more t h a n  a  mode ra t e  f a r m i n g  community ( r a n k  
1 0 )  among o t h e r  B a r n s t a b l e  coun ty  towns.  C r a n b e r r i e s  were  an 
e x c e p t i o n :  i n  1895 t h e  p r o d u c t  of  h e r  bogs was va lued  a t  $25 ,166  
- -  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  a f t e r  Harwi c h ,  B a r n s t a b l e ,  and Falmouth.  

One of  t h e  most unusual  i n d u s t r i e s  ( r e l a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g )  t o  be 
i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  was t h e  American M e t a l l i c  F a b r i c  Company, 
begun i n  1886 by t h e  Yarmouth n a t i v e  and Boston a r c h i t e c t  Samuel 
D .  K e l l e y  (1838-1948)  no t  f a r  from t h e  Sou th  Yarmouth l o c a t i o n  o f  
t h e  ropewalk and o i l  c l o t h  f a c t o r y .  K e l l e y  r e p u t e d l y  deve loped  
t h e  f i r s t  loom t o  weave w i r e ,  and i t s  e a r l i e s t  p r o d u c t  was woven 
b r a s s  mesh. A t  an e a r l y  d a t e  a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  s t o c k  was a c q u i r e d  
by t h e  Sheany Bigelow Wireworks o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  though t h e  South 
Yarmouth company r ema ins  i n  o p e r a t i o n  t o d a y .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The c l u s t e r  of  campground c o t t a g e s  a r e  t h e  t o w n ' s  
most i m p o r t a n t  p e r i o d  r e s o u r c e s ;  a b o u t  20 of  t h e s e  smal l  
s t r u c t u r e s  have been i n v e n t o r i e d .  In form t h e s e  a r e  1  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  
t h r e e - b a y  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r i e s  i n t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f r o n t  
room; most  a r e  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form,  though o c c a s S o n a l l y  t h i s  i s  
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achieved  by only a  small  f a c a d e  g a b l e .  S ide  e l l s  a r e  common 
a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e s e ,  a l t h o u g h  many have been more s i g n i f i c a n t l y  
a1 t e r e d .  S u r v i v i n g  ornament i n c l u d e s  l a n c e t  windows, small  
b a l c o n i e s ,  can ted  c o r n e r s .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  West Yarmouth, l a r g e r  seasona l  homes were c o n s t r u c t e d ;  both 1  
1 / 2  and 2 112 s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  f u l l  po rches ,  
and ornamented by c l i p p e d  g a b l e s ,  c a n t e d  c o r n e r s ,  ornamental  
s h i n g l e s ,  and dormers;  gambrel roof examples a r e  a l s o  known. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  In 1870 t h e  F i r s t  Congregat ional  was r e b u i l t ,  w i t h  
g a b l e  f r o n t  and c e n t e r  e n t r y  tower w i t h  roundheaded windows and 
l a b e l s .  That  same y e a r ,  t h e  S o c i e t y  of  t h e  New J e r u s a l e m  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  S t i c k  S t y l e  church  w i t h  tower.  The 1899 Sacred  
Hear t  Church i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  w i t h  a  wide porch 
on t h e  long s i d e  ove r  i t s  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and a  s i d e  tower.  The 
C h r i s t i a n  Sc ience  Church (1904-431, now used a s  a  t r a v e l  and r e a l  
e s t a t e  agency,  was b u i l t  i n  a  Spanish Mission s t y l e  w i t h  gab le  
roof w i t h  wide overhang,  t i n y  b e l f r y ,  chimneys, and quo ins .  The 
l i b r a r y  of 1870 i s  composed of a  c e n t r a l  h i p  block w i t h  porch 
e n t r y  f l anked  by gab le  roo fed  e l l s .  The Masonic Lodge of c a .  1875 
i s  a  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  gab le  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a  
o n e - s t o r y  I o n i c  porch b u i l t  o r i g i n a l l y  a s  an e n t e r t a i n m e n t  h a l l .  

Commercial: S t o r e s  con t inued  t o  be c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  2  1 / 2 - s t o r y  
g a b l e  f r o n t  forms w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and f l a n k i n g  bay windows. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  A gab le  f r o n t ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  1  1 / 2 - s t o r y  p r i n t  shop 
of 1901 s u r v i v e s .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD (1  91 5-1940) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

By t h e  m i d  1920s ,  t h e  pr imary e a s t - w e s t  au tomobi le  highway 
c o r r i d o r  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  through t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  a s  U .  S. 
Route 6  through Yarmouth P o r t  and Yarmouth (Cranber ry  
Highway-Hallet  S t r ee t -Main  S t r e e t ) .  In t h e  s o u t h ,  Main S t r e e t  was 
improved a s  P.oute 28 w i t h  a  bypass  of Main S t r e e t  through Bass 
River  by t h e  mid-1930s. Upgraded l o c a l  roads  i n c l u d e d  S t a t i o n  
Avenue-Union S t r e e t  from Yarmouth t o  South Yarmouth, F o l l i n s  Pond 
Road t o  Dennis,  and Willow Road p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  
from Yarmouth P o r t  t o  Hyannis .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

Yarmouth's l ong  p e r i o d  of d e c l i n e  ended a b r u p t l y  i n  t h e  1920s when 
t h e  au tomobi le  brought  t h e  town ' s  r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  t o  a  c l o s e  
and a  sudden s u r g e  t o  t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s .  In t h e  two decades 
between 1920 and 1940,  t h e  town grew by 86%. making i t  one of t h e  
f a s t e s t  growing towns i n  t h e  s tudy  u n i t .  In t h e  e a r l y  ' 2 0 s  and 
e a r l y  ' 3 0 s ,  t h e  town grew by ove r  60 pe r sons  pe r  y e a r ,  c l o s i n g  t h e  
pe r iod  w i t h  2,286. 

Yarmouth saw a  62% r i s e  i n  p o p u a l t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  among t h e  
h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  In 1915, t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  made u p  8% of 
t h e  town 's  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w i t h  21% F i n n s ,  and 20% Bri t i sh .  By 1940 
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t h e  f o r e i  gn-born p o p u l a t i o n  remained 9%. In 191 5 employment 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  had grown s l i g h t l y ,  as employment i n  manufac tur ing  
r o s e  t o  39%. A g r i c u l t u r e  and f i s h i n g  combined employed 26% of t h e  
working males ,  and 13% were employed i n  t r a d e .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Per iod  development c o n s i s t e d  l a r g e l y  of summer r e s o r t  development 
a long t h e  Main S t r e e t  (Rou te  28)  c o r r i d o r .  Resor t  development 
con t inued  t o  ex tend  e a s t  from Hyannis on Lewis Bay, a t  Hyannis 
Park a long  Bayview S t r e e t  and Park Avenue; and a t  Englewood Beach 
a long  S t a n d i s h  Way, Lewis Road, and Berry Avenue. F u r t h e r  e a s t ,  
new r e s i d e n c e s  were b u i l t  on P a r k e r ' s  Neck ( S e a s i d e  Avenue, South 
Shore D r i v e ) ,  a long South S t r e e t  a t  Bass R i v e r ,  and P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t  a t  South Yarmouth. A h i g h  school  was l o c a t e d  on Main 
S t r e e t  a t  South Yarmouth i n  1930. New commercial development ,  
i n c l u d i n g  gas s t a t i o n s  and mote l s ,  ex tended a long  Route 28 t o  
s e r v e  t h e  t o u r i s t  t r a f f i c .  

D .  Economic Base 

In 1922, t h e  "two most l u c r a t i v e  i n d u s t r i e s "  i n  town were t h e  
c r a n b e r r y  b u s i n e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  West Yarmouth; and t h e  
s h e l l f i s h e r i e s .  In 1923 "abou t  35 men were engaged i n  
s h e l l f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  va lue  of o y s t e r s ,  c l ams ,  auahaugs ,  and 
l o b s t e r s  sh ipped from t h e  town t o  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of Massachuse t t s  
was between $30,000 and $40,000. A l a r g e  c o l d - s t o r a g e  p l a n t ,  
c a l l e d  t h e  Bay S t a t e  F r e e z e r ,  has  r e c e n t l y  been e r e c t e d  a t  
Yarmouthport a t  a  c o s t  of $200,000 o r  more" ( P o p u l a t i o n  & 
Resources ,  p .  8 0 ) .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The small  number of i n v e n t o r i e d  houses d a t i n g  t o  
t h i s  pe r iod  i n c l u d e  a  number of small  t h ree -bay  pyramidal houses 
and i s 0 1  a t e d  bungalows. 

Commercial: Gas s t a t i o n s  s u r v i v e  from t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  
small  s t u c c o  example w i t h  a  h i p  roof a s  well a s  one g r e a t l y  
a1 t e r e d .  

XI. S U R V E Y  OBSERVATIONS 

Th i s  i n v e n t o r y ,  conducted p r i m a r i l y  i n  1979,  e x h i b i t s  many of t h e  
problems common t o  su rveys  of t h i s  r e g i o n .  S t r u c t u r e s  c o n s i d e r e d  
emphasize t h o s e  d a t i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  m i d  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  and c o n s i s t  
n e a r l y  e x c l u s i v e l y  of hous ing .  Dating i s  a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y  based 
i n  v i s u a l  i n s p e c t i o n  , u n s p e c i f i e d ,  and s t a t e m e n t s  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  
dwell on ownership and anecdo te .  
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t o  Henry  t -o rd  Museum 1 9 3 0 ~ 1 .  

[Wing, D a n i e l  , I  Some o f  t h e  O l d e r  Landmarks  i n  S o u t h  Yarmouth ,  
Mass. Yarmouth ,  Mass . ,  1901  - 0 2  . t x t r a c t s  f rom t h e  Yarmouth 
R e g i s t e r  8 / 3 1 / 1 9 0 1 - 1 / 4 / 1 9 0 2 .  Bound c o l l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Mass. S t a t e  
L i b r a r y .  

Yarmouth H i s t o r i c a l  Commiss ion ,  Yarmouth--An H i s t o r i c a l  
I n v e n t o r y / O c t o b e r  1 9 8 0  ( Y a r m o u t h ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  
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