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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY:  West T i s b u r y  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

The town of West T i s b u r y  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  of M a r t h a ' s  
V ineya rd ,  l y i n g  between 700 50 '  and 700 25 '  l o n g i t u d e  and 
410 95' and 410 30 '  l a t i t u d e .  The i s l a n d  c o v e r s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
249 s q u a r e  k i l o m e t e r s  and i s  cove red  by a  h i l l y  up land  w i t h  a  
maximum e l e v a t i o n  of 92 m e t e r s ,  a v e r a g i n g  59 m e t e r s ;  and c o a s t a l  
p l a i n  w i t h  e l e v a t i o n s  s l o p i n g  g e n t l y  southward  from a b o u t  29 
m e t e r s  t o  s e a  l e v e l .  West T i s b u r y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r o u g h l y  
c e n t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i s l a n d  bounded by t h e  Vineyard Sound and 
T i s b u r y  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  n o r t h ,  and e a s t ,  Edgartown i n  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  Ocean t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  and Chilmark t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  Major 
p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  town i n c l u d e  T i s b u r y  Grea t  Pond, James 
Pond, M i l l  R i v e r   rook), and o l d  T i a s q u i n  R i v e r .  

The u p l a n d s  i n  t h e  town a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  bounds of t h e  Nantucke t  
Mora ine ,  a  h i l l y  and rocky  a r e a  c o v e r i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c o a s t a l  a r e a  
i n  t h e  township .  The mora ine  i s  composed l a r g e l y  of c o a r s e  o r  
medium sand  and b o u l d e r s  of v a r y i n g  s i z e  ( L a t i m e r  1925 : lO) .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  s o i l s  a r e  sandy  and n o t  s t r a t i f i e d .  The s o u t h e r n  a r e a s  
of t h e  town a r e  w i t h i n  an  outwash p l a i n .  Outwash a r e a s  a r e  
s a n d i e r  and s t r a t i f i e d .  D r a i n a g e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s u b s u r f a c e ,  
a l t h o u g h  some s t r e a m s ,  b r o o k s ,  and ponds a r e  p r e s e n t .  E l e v a t i o n s  
a v e r a g e  150 f e e t  o r  less a l o n g  t h e  mora ine  and 50 f e e t  o r  l e s s  
a long  t h e  c o a s t  and on t h e  outwash p l a i n .  Nea r ly  t h e  e n t i r e  town 
i s  w i t h i n  an o a k / p i n e  v e g e t a t i o n  zone.  Some oak/maple i s  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  n o r t h  and dune v e g e t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

F i r s t  Middletown p u r c h a s e s  were made from n a t i v e s  i n  1669,  w i t h  
one m i l e  s q u a r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  s e t  a s i d e  a s  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  I n d i a n  
r e s e r v a t i o n .  Middletown was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  "T i sbu ry  Townet' i n  
1671 unde r  New York j u r i s d i c t i o n .  N o r t h e r n  "Chickemoo" t e r r i t o r y  
was pu rchased  i n  1659,  and annexed t o  T i s b u r y  Manor ( l a t e r  
Chi lmark)  i n  1671. These l a n d s  were annexed t o  T i s b u r y  i n  1736. 
Boundary d i s p u t e s  and l a n d  r i g h t s  l i t i g a t i o n  o v e r  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  
t e r r i t o r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  New n o r t h e a s t  
boundary was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1892 ,  w i t h  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of Vineyard 
Haven ( f o r m e r l y  Holmes Hole)  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  "T i sbu ry , "  w h i l e  
l a r g e r ,  w e s t e r n  t e r r i t o r y  was renamed West T i s b u r y .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

West T i s b u r y  i s  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  community on 
c e n t r a l  M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  w i t h  b o t h  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  
c o a s t s .  F i r s t  European s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  c a .  1666 ,  w i t h  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  home l o t s  and e a r l y  r e g i o n a l  m i l l  f o c u s  on M i l l  Brook 
c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  second m i l l  f o c u s  on Tiasquam R i v e r .  I n  1670,  
n a t i v e  l a n d s  i n  t h e  
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n o r t h w e s t  h i l l s  were s e t  o f f  a s  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  w i t h  
pre-1680 meet inghouse .  L a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  T i s b u r y  meet inghouse  
s i t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  S o u t h  Road b u r y i n g  ground.  D i s p e r s e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  
s e p a r a t i o n  of Holmes Hole a s  E a s t  P a r i s h  T i s b u r y  i n  1796.  C i v i c  
c e n t e r  s h i f t e d  s o u t h  w i t h  1833  mee t inghouse ,  and mid-19th c e n t u r y  
c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  deve loped  a l o n g  M i l l  Brook c o r r i d o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  
M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  F a i r  s i t e .  B a p t i s t  f o c u s  
s h i f t s  t o  mid-19th c e n t u r y  Nor th  T i s b u r y  h a m l e t ,  and Method i s t  
c e n t e r  d e v e l o p s  a t  Lamber t s  Cove i n  t h e  n o r t h .  Tax c o n t r o v e r s y  
w i t h  Vineyard  Haven/Holmes Hole l e d  t o  s e p a r a t i o n  of w e s t e r n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  community a s  West T i s b u r y  i n  1892. 

D i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f a r m s t e a d s  s u r v i v e ,  w i t h  
s e v e r a l  a r e a s  of f u n c t i o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e .  West T i s b u r y  
Center  r e t a i n s  a  mix of 1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  components ,  s e t  i n  
t h e  r u r a l  c o n t e x t  of t h e  M i l l  Brook v a l l e y .  L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
Chri s t i a n t o w n  c h a p e l  s u r v i v e s  n e x t  t o  e a r l i e r  b u r y i n g  ground.  A 
l a r g e  e a s t e r n  t r a c t  i s  now c o n t r o l l e d  a s  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  S t a t e  
F o r e s t .  N e w  suburban  development  h a s  been  d i s p e r s e d ,  w i t h  new 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a t  Nor th  T i s b u r y .  F u t u r e  growth  may t h r e a t e n  un ique  
r e g i o n a l  s u r v i v a l  of h i s t o r i c  r u r a l  l a n d s c a p e .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

A t  l e a s t  two major  i s l a n d  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  may have c r o s s e d  t h e  West 
T i s b u r y  a r e a .  One t r a i l  p r o b a b l y  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  Vineyard Sound 
c o a s t l i n e  c o n n e c t i n g  v i l l a g e  and c o a s t a l  a r e a s  i n  p r e s e n t - d a y  
T i s b u r y  and Oak B l u f f s  w i t h  t h e  Chilmark and Gay Head a r e a .  A 
s o u t h e r n  c o a s t a l  t r a i l  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  e x t e n d i n g  e a s t / w e s t  
n o r t h  of t h e  T i s b u r y  Grea t  Pond a r e a .  T h i s  t r a i l  may have  
connec ted  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  i n  Edgartown and Chappaquiddick I s l a n d  
w i t h  t h e  n a t i v e  t r a i l  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  Road a r e a  of 
Chilmark.  I n t e r i o r  s e c o n d a r y  t r a i l s  were a l s o  p r o b a b l y  l e a d i n g  
from main c o a s t a l  t r a i l s .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  on which s y s t e m a t i c  e s t i m a t e s  
of N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d  can  be  
made. Fu r the rmore ,  when e s t i m a t e s  a r e  g i v e n  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  
c o n t r a d i c t o r y  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n .  For  example,  R i t c h i e  
(1969:3)  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  Wampanoag p o p u l a t i o n  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard 
i n  1600 A.D.  a t  1 , 5 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Yet, i n  1642 a n o t h e r  a u t h o r  
e s t i m a t e s  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  3 ,000  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( C o l l e c t i o n s  
of t h e  Mass. H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  Vol. 111, p .92 ) .  E s t i m a t e s  of 
n a t i v e  ~ o ~ u l a t i o n  a r e  f u r t h e r  c o m ~ l i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

of '  1616-17 undoub ted ly  d r a s t i c a l l y  a i t e r e d  e x i s t i n g  
p o p u l a t i o n s  and a r e a s  of s e t t l e m e n t .  Thus,  i t  a p p e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  i s l a n d  were p r o b a b l y  more i n  t h e  
r a n g e  of 1 , 5 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a n  3 ,000 ,  a t  l e a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
Contac t  p e r i o d .  
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West T i s b u r y  may have  had one of t h e  l a r g e r  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  on 
M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  The a r e a  was known 
a s  Takemmy t o  t h e  n a t i v e s  and was r u l e d  by one of t h e  f o u r  major  
sagamores  of sachems i n  a u t h o r i t y  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  The impor t ance  of t h i s  a r e a  t o  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i s  
f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a  p r e f e r r e d  s e t t l e m e n t  
a r e a  on T i s b u r y  Grea t  Pond a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t l i n e  and by t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  were s t i l l  p r e s e n t  i n  1765. I n d i a n  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d  
p r o b a b l y  numbered i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of a  few hundred i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  West T i s b u r y  o r  on M a r t h a ' s  
Vineyard d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, some c o n t a c t  between 
n a t i v e s  and Europeans  i n  t h e  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  a r e a  undoub ted ly  
took  p l a c e  a s  European e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n  
f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  f rom e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  l ong  b e f o r e  
s e t t l e m e n t .  Most n o t a b l e  were  Gosno ld ' s  voyages t h r o u g h  t h e  
i s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  Cape and s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Cut tyhunk i n  1602. 

N a t i v e  Americans had s e t t l e d  t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a  f o r  some t i m e  
p r i o r  t o  European c o n t a c t .  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e  a r e  n o t  
known i n  t h e  town, b u t  s h o u l d  e x i s t .  The c o a s t a l  envi ronment  
a l o n g  t h e  Vineyard  Sound and s o u t h e r n  c o a s t  i n  West T i s b u r y  
conforms t o  a r e a s  of s i t e  l o c a t i o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  i d e n t i f i e d  
e l s e w h e r e  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  and i n  s o u t h e r n  New England.  
C o a s t a l  ponds ,  i n l e t s ,  c o v e s ,  and o t h e r  l and fo rms  a r e  common, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a long  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s h o r e .  Known s i t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  
a long  M i l l  Brook, b u t  t h e y  a r e  of unknown c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n .  

No e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  Con tac t  p e r i o d  
v i l l a g e  s i t e s .  However, i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h e y  e x i s t e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  
West T i s b u r y  a r e a  was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  by i t s  Algonquian  name, 
Takemmy, l e d  by one of t h e  r e p o r t e d l y  more power fu l  sachems on 
M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A n a t i v e  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  
West T i s b u r y  a r e a  i s  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many of 
t h e  a r e a s  of p u r c h a s e  and i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  were pu rchased  from 
l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  N a t i v e  p l a c e  names f o r  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard and t h e  
West T i s b u r y  a r e a  a l s o  p r o v i d e  c l u e s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which 
n a t i v e s  e i t h e r  i n h a b i t e d  a n d / o r  used t h e  a r e a .  For  example,  t h e  
T i a s q u i n  R i v e r ,  Watcha Cove, T i s s i s s a  neck ,  Seconquet  neck ,  and 
numerous o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  d e r i v e  t h e i r  name f rom Algonquian  r o o t s  
and a t t e s t  t o  t h e  impor t ance  of c o a s t a l  a r e a s  t o  l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  

Thus,  w h i l e  s p e c i f i c  Contac t  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  s i t e s  a r e  unknown f o r  
t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a ,  e x p e c t e d  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  
l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  p r e s e n c e  of n a t i v e  p l a c e  names and t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  had t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  r i g h t s  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  
l and  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s i t e s  of t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d  s h o u l d  e x i s t .  
N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  West T i s b u r y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  shou ld  
f o l l o w  r e g i o n a l  and i s l a n d  t r e n d s  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  
c o a s t a l  a r e a s  a long  ponds ,  e s t u a r i e s ,  and r i v e r s  o r  s t r e a m s .  
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I n l a n d  s i t e s  shou ld  a l s o  be  p r e s e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of 
c o a s t a l  s i t e s .  

D .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  were n o t  p r e s e n t  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard d u r i n g  
t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  Thus,  any t r a n s i e n t  Europeans i n  t h e  West 
T i s b u r y  a r e a  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  s i m i l a r  t o  
n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  While some food  was undoub ted ly  
c a r r i e d  w i t h  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n ,  t h e  b u l k  of 
t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  was p r o b a b l y  s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  
and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and t h e  t r a d e ,  
s t e a l i n g ,  o r  p u r c h a s e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  ( c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  e t c . )  
f rom t h e  l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  

N a t i v e  American s u b s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  West T i s b u r y  and M a r t h a ' s  
Vineyard a r e a  was p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  
a r e a s  on mainland Cape Cod. The combined use  of w i ld  and 
d o m e s t i c a t e d  food  r e s o u r c e s  formed t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  
sys tem.  I t  i s  unknown a t  p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  when a g r i c u l t u r e ,  o r  
more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  Cape and 
i s l a n d s  a r e a .  However, on M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  c a r b o n i z e d  c o r n  
k e r n e l s  were found a t  two s i t e s :  t h e  P e t e r s o n  s i t e  i n  t h e  town of 
Edgartown, and t h e  Hornblower I1 s i t e  i n  Gay Head ( R i t c h i e  1969) .  
A t  t h e  Hornblower I1 s i t e ,  c a r b o n i z e d  c o r n  k e r n e l s  were C14 d a t e d  
t o  A.D.  1160 + 80 y e a r s  ( R i t c h i e  1969 :52 ) ,  p l a c i n g  c o r n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  well w i t h i n  t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d .  Thus,  some form 
of a g r i c u l t u r e  may have been  p r a c t i c e d  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  f o r  
some time p r i o r  t o  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  by t h e  
Contac t  p e r i o d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  of c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  e t c .  were 
b e i n g  produced  f o r  s t o r a g e  and a t  times f o r  s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  
E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s .  S h e l l f i s h i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and h u n t i n g  were a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  On Mar tha1  s Vineya rd ,  v i r t u a l l y  
a l l  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Algonquian  p l a c e  names and s u s p e c t e d  v i l l a g e  
a r e a s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  e s t u a r i n e  
l o c a t i o n s  n e a r  e x t e n s i v e  s h e l l f i s h  beds  and anadromous f i s h  runs .  

Mixed s h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a  a r e  p r e s e n t  
main ly  i n  t h e  a r e a  of T i s b u r y  Grea t  Pond a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
s h o r e .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  s h e l l f i s h  s p e c i e s  may have i n c l u d e d  quahaug, 
bay s c a l l o p ,  s o f t  s h e l l  c lam,  m u s s e l s ,  and o y s t e r .  A l e w i f e  r u n s  
a r e  now p r e s e n t  i n  B l a c k w a t e r  Brook and t h e  T i s b u r y  Grea t  Pond 
e s t u a r y .  O t h e r  a r e a s  may have s u p p o r t e d  r u n s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  of mar ine  l i f e  were a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a .  S a l t w a t e r  f i s h  s u c h  a s  s t r i p e d  b a s s ,  
b l u e f i s h ,  s w o r d f i s h ,  p o r g i e ,  t a u t a o g ,  e e l s ,  m a c k e r e l ,  f l o u n d e r ,  
c o d f i s h ,  haddock,  and o t h e r s  were p r e s e n t  i n  c o a s t a l  and e s t u a r i n e  
a r e a s .  L o b s t e r ,  c r a b s ,  s n a i l s ,  and p o s s i b l y  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  of 
t e r r a p i n s  were p r e s e n t .  Sea  mammals s u c h  a s  wha le s  and s e a l s  
would a l s o  have been  a v a i l a b l e  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  I n  f r e s h w a t e r  
ponds ,  t r o u t ,  p e r c h ,  b a s s ,  and p i c k e r e l  were p r e s e n t .  
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The w e t l a n d s  and f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard and West 
T i s b u r y  p r o v i d e d  numerous s p e c i e s  of mammals and b i r d s  f o r  
h u n t i n g .  The h e a t h - h e n ,  o r  p i n n a t e d  g r o u s e ,  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  
up land  a r e a s  w i t h  numerous s p e c i e s  of ducks  and g e e s e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
c o a s t a l  l o c a t i o n s .  S e v e r a l  mammals were a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  which 
today  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e s e n t .  They i n c l u d e d :  d e e r ,  b e a r ,  
l y n x ,  f o x ,  o t t e r s ,  b e a v e r ,  r a b b i t ,  r accoon ,  and o t h e r s .  

Numerous t y p e s  of f l o r a  were a l s o  p r e s e n t  and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
s u b s i s t e n c e .  These i n c l u d e d  b e e c h n u t s ,  w a l n u t s ,  a c o r n s ,  
s a s s a f r a s ,  g r a p e s ,  s t r a w b e r r i e s ,  r a s p b e r r i e s ,  g o o s e b e r r i e s ,  
h u c k l e b e r r i e s ,  and o t h e r s .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Con tac t  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  used a s  well a s  
European p a t h s  l i n k i n g  new f a r m s t e a d s  a f t e r  1666. Scotchman ' s  
B r i d g e  Road may a l s o  have  been  l a i d  o u t  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i v i s i o n  
of l a n d  i n  c a .  1666,  a s  i t  connec ted  t h e  o r i g i n a l  home l o t s .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  American p o p u l a t i o n s  were s t i l l  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  West T i s b u r y  
a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  d e c l i n i n g  numbers 
from t h e  e a r l y  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  Exac t  f i g u r e s  a r e  unknown. 

European p o p u l a t i o n s  were n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a  
p r i o r  t o  1670,  when t h e  l a n d  was opened up f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  From 
1670 t o  1680  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  120  r e s i d e n t s  s e t t l e d  t h e  a r e a  (Banks 
1911:S) .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r  t r e n d s  of c o a s t a l  s e t t l e m e n t  
no ted  f o r  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  However, s e t t l e m e n t  d e n s i t y  was 
p r o b a b l y  i n  d e c l i n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  1616-17 p l a g u e .  No 
known n a t i v e  s i t e s  of t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  r e p o r t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  l a n d  
p u r c h a s e s  were made by Europeans  from t h e  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  
p r i o r  t o  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  1659 t h e  sachem J o s i a s  of Takemmy 
gave  f o u r  C h r i s t i a n i z e d  n a t i v e s  a  s q u a r e  m i l e  of l a n d  on t h e  n o r t h  
s h o r e  f o r  a  p r a y i n g  town. The town was known a s  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  and 
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a r e a  between Grea t  James Pond and Backwater  
Brook. L i t t l e  i s  known r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  l a y o u t  of t h i s  town, 
a l t h o u g h  i t  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  p a t t e r n s  of o t h e r  p r a y i n g  towns of a  
d i s p e r s e d  homestead n a t u r e .  European- type  houses  may n o t  have 
e x i s t e d .  

West T i s b u r y  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  p a r t  of T i s b u r y  i n  1671. I t  was 
n o t  u n t i l  1892 t h a t  West T i s b u r y  was formed a p a r t  f rom T i s b u r y .  
West T i s b u r y  had no known w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  b e f o r e  1670,  when t h e  
F i r s t  Pu rchase  was made and t h e  f o u r  p r o p r i e t o r s  of t h e  l a n d  
opened i t  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  H o m e  l o t s  were d e c l a r e d  a t  40 a c r e s  
e a c h  f o r  a  f u l l  s h a r e  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  b o r d e r i n g  on t h e  Old M i l l  
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R i v e r  n o r t h  f rom t h e  T i a s q u i n .  T h i s  was t h e  a r e a  s e l e c t e d  f o r  
mutual  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  most e a r l y  l o t s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  f  
t h e  brook .  The g e n e r a l  name f o r  t h e  new s e t t l e m e n t  was 
Middletown,  d e r i v i n g  i t s  name from i t s  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  between 
Grea t  Harbor and Nashowakemmuck. By c a .  1672,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of 
T i s b u r y  were i n  p o s s e s s i o n  of a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a n d s  of West 
T i s b u r y  e x c e p t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  and meadows o r  necks  ea s tward  of 
T i s s i s s a  t o  t h e  bounds of Edgartown,  and t o  t h e  s o u t h  of M i l l  P a t h  
(Banks 1911:117) .  The Chickemmoo a r e a  was a l s o  i n  d i s p u t e .  

D. Economic Base 

Both C h r i s t i a n i z e d  and t r a d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  West 
T i s b u r y  a r e a  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  combined u s e  of w i l d  and 
d o m e s t i c a t e d  food  r e s o u r c e s  a s  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  b a s e ,  much t h e  same 
a s  t h e y  had d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  Contac t  and p o s s i b l y  L a t e  Woodland 
p e r i o d s .  L i t t l e  s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of s h e l l f i s h  
and f l o r a l  r e s o u r c e s  combined w i t h  some form of c o r n  a g r i c u l t u r e  
were pu r sued .  

European s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a  p r o b a b l y  h u n t e d ,  
f i s h e d ,  and g a t h e r e d  much t h e  same way a s  t h e  n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t s  
d i d .  However, a g r i c u l t u r e  and husbandry  were of much g r e a t e r  
impor t ance .  Hay and " t u r k e y  wheat f1  o r  I n d i a n  c o r n  were major  
c r o p s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  f o l l o w e d  by r y e ,  o a t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
some b a r l e y .  S a l t  g r a s s  and meadow g r a s s  were h i g h l y  va lued  f o r  
c a t t l e .  Apple o r c h a r d s  may a l s o  have been  p l a n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  Domes t i ca t e  a n i m a l s  were a l s o  b r o u g h t  o v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  p e r i o d  of s e t t l e m e n t .  These i n c l u d e d  c a t t l e ,  hogs ,  h o r s e s ,  
s h e e p ,  g o a t s ,  f o w l ,  and p o s s i b l y  oxen. 

One m i l l  may have been  b u i l t  i n  West T i s b u r y  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t .  The g r i s t  m i l l  b u i l t  by Benjamin Church 
of Duxbury by 1669 had p o s s i b l y  been  a s  e a r l y  a s  ca .  1651-52 on 
t h e  T i a s q u i n  o r  Old M i l l  R i v e r .  No o t h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  known f o r  
t h e  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Con tac t  and P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  and p a t h s  p r o b a b l y  
c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  a s  w e l l  a s  European p a t h s  e s t a b l i s h e d  l a t e  d u r i n g  
t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  The e a r l i e s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  roadway i n  
West T i s b u r y  i s  found i n  1699 when t h e  M i l l  P a t h  l e a d i n g  from 
Edgartown t o  t h e  Old M i l l  Brook was l a i d  o u t .  The Schoo l  House 
P a t h  was a l s o  l a i d  o u t  a t  t h e  same time a s  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  
M i l l  P a t h  t o  t h e  Chilmark l i n e .  S c o t c h m a n l s  B r i d g e  Road was t h e  
f i r s t  highway no ted  i n  West T i s b u r y  a s  e a r l y  a s  1671. O t h e r  
r o u t e s  deve loped  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Holmes Hole P a t h  
( c a .  1 7 0 0 ) ,  Meet ing  House Way ( c a .  1 7 0 0 ) ,  t h e  Back Road ( 1 7 2 6 ) ,  
Pow-wow H i l l  Way ( 1 7 0 0 ) ,  and Lamberts  Cove Road (1751) .  
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  I n  1765 ,  t h e  f i r s t  P r o v i n c i a l  c e n s u s  was t a k e n ,  l i s t i n g  
39 n a t i v e s  ( 1 5  males  and 24 f e m a l e s )  i n  t h e  town of T i s b u r y  which 
West T i s b u r y  was s t i l l  a  p a r t .  No n a t i v e s  were l i s t e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  
of t h e  f i r s t  f e d e r a l  c e n s u s  of 1790. 

No known European p o p u l a t i o n  was p r e s e n t  i n  West T i s b u r y  b e f o r e  
1670 when t h e  a r e a  was opened up f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  Between 1670 and 
1680 a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100  p e r s o n s  s e t t l e d  t h e  town (Banks 1911:S) .  
By 1694 t h e  Simm A t h e r n  map shows 2 2  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  town which 
might app rox ima te  25 f  ami l i e s  of 125  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f o l l o w e d  by 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  150 p e r s o n s  i n  1700 (Banks 1911 :5 ) .  By 1757,  mus te r  
l i s t s  show 132 men l i s t e d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  p o s s i b l y  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  660 p e r s o n s  by t h a t  d a t e .  I n  1765 t h e  f i r s t  
P r o v i n c i a l  c e n s u s  l i s t e d  838 p e r s o n s  i n  T i s b u r y .  

West T i s b u r y  was formed from T i s b u r y  i n  1892. By t h e  1895 c e n s u s ,  
460 p e r s o n s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  West T i s b u r y  and 1 , 0 0 2  p e r s o n s  f o r  
T i s b u r y .  Thus ,  West T i s b u r y  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  can  r o u g h l y  be 
approximated  a t  o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  T i s b u r y  s t a t i s t i c s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

By 1736,  a l l  t h e  p r e s e n t  bounds of West T i s b u r y  were i n  p o s s e s s i o n  
of t h e  town of  T i s b u r y .  By 1683,  a l l  t h e  necks  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  of town were a c q u i r e d .  I n  1736 t h e  Chickemmoo a r e a  (now 
s p l i t  between West T i s b u r y  and  T i s b u r y )  was annexed t o  T i s b u r y  
from Chilmark.  N a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  were l i v i n g  i n  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n t o w n  and i n  o t h e r  a r e a s .  Records  i n d i c a t e  a  town meet ing  
was h e l d  a t  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  i n  1735. One meet inghouse  i s  r e p o r t e d  
t o  have e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  1680 ,  a n o t h e r  i n  1695. An I n d i a n  s c h o o l  
a l s o  r e p o r t e d l y  e x i s t e d  by 1714.  The n a t i v e s  i n  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  
were unde r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  P r o p a g a t i o n  of t h e  
Gospel t h roughou t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  E igh ty - two  r e s i d e n t s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  
i n  1698 ,  54 i n  1762 and 40 i n  1790.  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  l a n d s  were h e l d  
i n  common u n t i l  1828 when t h e  Gene ra l  Court  d i v i d e d  up l a n d s  
between t h e  e x i s t i n g  d e s c e n d a n t s  of t h e  P r a y i n g  I n d i a n s .  L i t t l e  
i s  known r e g a r d i n g  t h e  day - to -day  l i v e s  of t h e  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  
n a t i v e s .  

European s e t t l e m e n t  deve loped  q u i c k l y  a f t e r  t h e  p e r i o d  of i n i t i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  l a t e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  By 1694,  2 2  houses  and 
a  meet inghouse  were r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  town of T i s b u r y  m o s t l y  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of town i n  t h e  M i l l  Brook a r e a  n o r t h  of  T i s b u r y  
Grea t  Pond. Two houses  a r e  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Chickemmoo 
d i s t r i c t .  By c a .  1701 a  second meet inghouse  was b u i l t  on t h e  West 
Bank of t h e  Old M i l l  R i v e r  and was r e p l a c e d  by a  t h i r d  i n  1733. 

D.  Economic Base 

F i s h i n g ,  r a t h e r  h u n t i n g ,  was p r o b a b l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  b o t h  n a t i v e s  
and Europeans d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The g a t h e r i n g  of w i l d  p l a n t s  
and s h e l l f i s h  may a l s o  have been  i m p o r t a n t .  O t h e r w i s e ,  West 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: West Tisbury



T i s b u r y l s  economic b a s e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b u i l d  on f o u n d a t i o n s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  Farming and husbandry  
formed t h e  economic b a s e  of t h e  community. Mar i t ime  t r a d e  such  a s  
c o a s t i n g ,  t h e  whal ing  i n d u s t r y ,  and t h e  f i s h e r i e s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
g a i n e d  i n  impor t ance .  

Mills were a l s o  g a i n i n g  i n  impor t ance  i n  t h e  West T i s b u r y  a r e a .  
A t  l e a s t  one e a r l y  g r i s t  m i l l  was b u i l t  on t h e  T i a s q u i n  R i v e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  by 1760 o r  
e a r l i e r  a n o t h e r  g r i s t  m i l l  was b u i l t  on t h e  Old M i l l  R i v e r .  An 
o l d e r  m i l l  i s  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  f o r  which no r e c o r d  e x i s t s .  A l a t e r  
m i l l  was a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  f a r t h e r  up t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  from t h e  s h o r e  
m i l l .  A l l  mills were a p p a r e n t l y  g r i s t  mills. 

A f t e r  1700,  t a v e r n s  o r  i n n s  were a l s o  g a i n i n g  i n  impor t ance .  By 
1701,  Robe r t  C a t h c a r t  was l i c e n s e d  a s  a  t a v e r n e r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
v i l l a g e  of West T i s b u r y  on t h e  west  s i d e  of t h e  Old M i l l  R i v e r .  
By 1722,  two a d d i t i o n a l  l i c e n s e d  i n n - h o l d e r s  were p r e s e n t ;  one i n n  
p o s s i b l y  combined w i t h  a  g e n e r a l  s t o r e .  I n  a l l ,  e i g h t  l i c e n s e d  
i n n - h o l d e r s  were p r e s e n t  i n  West T i s b u r y  between 1701 and 1776. 

While  s t i l l  a  p a r t  of T i s b u r y  a t  t h e  end of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  p r e s e n t  town of West T i s b u r y  was an  a c t i v e  community 
c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  remnants  of a  n a t i v e  p r a y i n g  town, an  a c t i v e  farm 
community, s t o r e s ,  s c h o o l ,  i n n s ,  and a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of mills. 

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The known s u r v i v i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  
s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney, f i v e  bay ,  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  f o r m s ;  few a r e  documented t o  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town b u i l t  a  meet inghouse  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  by 
1 6 9 4 ;  i n  1700 a  new one was c o n s t r u c t e d  " a f t e r  t h e  manner and 
d imens ions  of t h e  meet inghouse  i n  Chilmark west of t h e  M i l l  Brook 
n e a r  t h e  cemetery."  I n  1733  a  t h i r d  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  30 x  35 f e e t  
w i t h  1 8 - f o o t  s t u d  h e i g h t ,  a  d o u b l e  door  i n  t h e  l ong  s i d e  and one 
s m a l l e r  d o o r  i n  e a c h  e n d ;  i n  1768 i t  was c u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  middle  t o  
add 1 5  f e e t  p l u s  two f e e t  on t h e  back s i d e .  S c h o o l s  were o r d e r e d  
f o r  t h e  v i l l a g e  and Chickemoo i n  1737,  20 x 1 6  f e e t  and 6  1 / 2  f e e t  
i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  a  chimney. A t  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  meet inghouses  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1680 and 1695,  and a  s c h o o l  i n  1724. 

VII .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The p r imary  r o a d s  c o n n e c t i n g  T i s b u r y  C e n t e r  wes t  t o  Chilmark 
( S o u t h  R o a d ) ;  e a s t  t o  Edgartown (Edgartown-West T i s b u r y  Road) ;  and 
n o r t h e a s t  t o  Holmes Hole (Old Vineyard  Haven Road) c o n t i n u e d  i n  
use .  A l o o p  was improved t h r o u g h  Nor th  T i s b u r y  (Vineyard  Haven 
Road) ,  w i t h  a  n o r t h  b r a n c h  t o  Lamberts  Cove. 
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P o p u l a t i o n  

West T i s b u r y l s  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  f rom t h o s e  of 
T i s b u r y  u n t i l  1892. However, based  on Freeman ' s  1807  enumera t ion  
of Holmes Hole ( e s t i m a t e d  a t  about  430 p e r s o n s ) ,  what i s  today  
West T i s b u r y  p r o b a b l y  had a b o u t  770 p e r s o n s  i n  1810.  

The growth  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  Holmes Hole l e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  
two p a r i s h e s  i n  1787.  The town h e l d  a  number of B a p t i s t s  who 
engaged i n  a  long  s t r u g g l e  a t  mee t ings  o v e r  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x a t i o n  
and u s e  of t h e  mee t inghouse .  I t i n e r a n t  M e t h o d i s t s  v i s i t e d  h e r e  
f rom Holmes Hole and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c l a s s  i n  1820. I n  1828 a  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  communal ly-held l a n d  a t  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  was d i v i d e d  
among d e s c e n d a n t s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r a y i n g  v i l l a g e r s ;  a t  t h a t  t ime  
t h o s e  i n  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  town numbered c a .  50. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

West T i s b u r y  remained t h e  meet inghouse  c e n t e r  (o f  West P a r i s h  
T i s b u r y  a f t e r  1 7 9 6 ) ,  w i t h  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c h u r c h  a t  t h e  b u r y i n g  
ground n o r t h  of Edgartown Road. A B a p t i s t  meet inghouse  was 
l o c a t e d  nea rby  on  S o u t h  Road a t  Four  Corners  i n  1821.  The v i l l a g e  
m i l l  f o c u s  c o n t i n u e d  on Edgartown Road a t  M i l l  Brook, w i t h  new 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s .  Second m i l l  f o c u s  deve loped  on Tiasquam 
R i v e r  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  w i t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  on S o u t h  Road. 
D i s p e r s e d  i n l a n d  and c o a s t a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  w i t h  m i l l  s i t e s  
i n  t h e  Lamberts  Cove a r e a .  

D.  Economic Base 

Most of West T i s b u r y l s  p o p u l a t i o n  made t h e i r  l i v i n g  from t h e  l a n d .  
Sheep r a i s i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  an i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  f o r  which 
f u l l i n g  and c a r d i n g  mil ls  were e r e c t e d  by l o c a l  e n t r e p r e n e u r  David 
Look (1766-1837) .  Look ' s  s t o r e ,  and g r i s t  and woolen mills gave  t o  
t h e  m i l l  v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  of t h e  T i a s q u i n  and M i l l  b rooks  
t h e  c l o s e s t  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  t o  a  mainland m i l l  v i l l a g e  of any of t h e  
towns i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : S u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g s  f rom t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  a  
s t o r y  and a  h a l f  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  i n t e r i o r  ch imney;  b o t h  f o u r -  and 
f i v e - b a y  examples  s u r v i v e .  S m a l l e r  numbers of 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  houses  
a r e  known. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A f t e r  s h a r i n g  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y ' s  
b u i l d i n g  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t h e  B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  own i n  
1820-21 n e a r  S c o t c h m a n l s  B r i d g e  Road. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Nor th  Road from Chilmark t o  Nor th  T i s b u r y  was o f f i c i a l l y  l a i d  o u t  
i n  1849,  a l t h o u g h  an  e a r l i e r  road  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  e x i s t e d  a long  
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t h i s  r o u t e .  T i a h  Cove Road loop  was l a i d  o u t  s o u t h  of Edgartown 
Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

There  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of West T i s b u r y  
from t h a t  of T i s b u r y .  However, w i t h  t h e  growth  of  Holmes Hole,  i t  
was p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  West T i s b u r y ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  was o v e r t a k e n  by t h a t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  T i s b u r y .  (By 1892,  
West T. would have l e s s  t h a n  a  t h i r d  of t h e  t o t a l  combined 
p o p u l a t i o n . )  I f  C h i l m a r k f s  h i s t o r y  i s  a n y t h i n g  t o  go by,  West 
T i s b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rowth  p r o b a b l y  peaked abou t  1855-60,  
b e g i n n i n g  t h e n  a  s low d e c l i n e .  

The B a p t i s t s  became an  independen t  s o c i e t y  i n  1832 ;  a  s e c e s s i o n  
o c c u r r e d  i n  1852 and t h e  g roup  worsh ipped  on Edgartown Road. 
Dukes County Academy was formed ca .  1833. The A g r i c u l t u r a l  
S o c i e t y  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard was formed i n  1858 and was based  h e r e .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The f o u r t h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  mee t inghouse ,  b u i l t  i n  1833 ,  was l o c a t e d  
t o  t h e  s o u t h  on  S o u t h  Road a t  Music S t r e e t .  The same y e a r ,  t h e  
Dukes County Academy b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  a t  an a d j a c e n t  s i t e .  The 
Academy b u i l d i n g  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1850,  and a g a i n  i n  1869.  I n  
1859,  an  A g r i c u l t u r a l  H a l l  was added t o  t h i s  c i v i c  f o c u s .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  development  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a :  e a s t  of 
M i l l  Brook on Edgartown Road and n o r t h  on Old Vineyard  Haven Road ; 
s o u t h  of t h e  c h u r c h  on  S o u t h  Road;  and wes t  on Music S t r e e t .  I n  
1847,  a  new B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  a t  
Middletown (now Nor th  T i s b u r y ) ,  where a  s e c o n d a r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c l u s t e r  deve loped  a l o n g  Vineyard  Haven Road. A Me thod i s t  c h a p e l  
was l o c a t e d  a t  Lamberts  Cove e a s t  of James Pond. 

D .  Economic Base 

I n  1845 t h e  m a r i n e r  and Holmes Hole whal ing  merchant  Thomas 
B r a d l e y  pu rchased  t h e  Look woolen m i l l .  There  he  t u r n e d  o u t  a  
p o p u l a r  b rand  of s a t i n e t  ("Vineyard S a t i n e t " )  f a v o r e d  by whalemen. 
The most s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t  of t h e  p e r i o d  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  a r r i v a l  
of D r .  D a n i e l  F i s h e r  (1799-1876) ,  t h e  Edgartown o i l  m a n u f a c t u r e r .  
B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  wheat c o u l d  be  grown and f l o u r  made on t h e  i s l a n d ,  
F i s h e r  b u i l t  f i v e  l a r g e  s t o n e  dams on M i l l  Brook f o r  s t o r a g e  
r e s e r v o i r s .  A t  t h e  l o w e s t ,  t h e  s i t e  of A t h e r n f s  e a r l y  m i l l ,  h e  
e r e c t e d  i n  1860 one of t h e  most comple te  mills " i n  t h e  U . S . l f  f o r  
g r i n d i n g  wheat and b o l t i n g  f l o u r ,  " c o n t a i n i n g  e v e r y  a p p l i a n c e  
known i n  t h e s e  d a y s  f o r  p e r f e c t  m i l l i n g "  ( G r i n n e l l ) .  H i s  p r o j e c t  
t o  grow whea t ,  however,  d i d  n o t  f l o w e r ,  and h e  was f o r c e d  t o  
impor t  a l l  h i s  wheat from Maryland.  A f t e r  F i s h e r ' s  d e a t h  i n  1876,  
t h e  m i l l  ground o n l y  c o r n .  

The combined Tisbury /West  T i s b u r y  had 125 f a r m s  i n  1865,  t h e  same 
number a s  Edgartown,  b u t  i t  had more t h a n  t w i c e  t h e  number of 
p e o p l e  employed i n  f a r m i n g ,  and i t  had more t h a n  h a l f  of t h e  
number i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  The same y e a r ,  o l d  T i s b u r y  a l s o  had o v e r  80% 
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of a l l  t h e  f i r ewood  h a r v e s t e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  r a n k i n g  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  
s t u d y  u n i t .  The t o w n ' s  553 t o n s  of E n g l i s h  hay a l s o  was more t h a n  
any o t h e r  town i n  Dukes County. Though c r a n b e r r i e s  were n o t  a  
major  c r o p  by s t u d y - u n i t  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  20 a c r e s  made up 
60% of t h e  coun ty  a c r e a g e .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  With t h e  g r e a t e r  c l u s t e r i n g  of s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e ,  more houses  a r e  known from t h i s  p e r i o d .  Town b u i l d e r s  
adop ted  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  form b u i l d i n g ,  p r i m a r i l y  of 1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  
i n  h e i g h t ,  t h r e e  bays  i n  w i d t h .  Two examples  added l a t e r a l  e l l s ,  
and two more were f o u r  bays  i n  w id th .  Most were t r e a t e d  i n  Greek 
R e v i v a l  o rnament ,  a l t h o u g h  I t a l i a n a t e  examples  a r e  known. These 
l a s t  i n c l u d e d  l a r g e r  h o u s e s  w i t h  f a c a d e  g a b l e s ,  e l l s ,  and a  
t w o - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y  example.  One 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  house  had t h e  
e x c e p t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s  of f a c a d e  g a b l e  and doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimneys.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Each denomina t ion  b u i l t  a new meet inghouse  d u r i n g  
t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d .  F i r s t  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  
(1833)  b u i l t  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  c h u r c h  w i t h  a  wide p o r c h  e n t r y  two 
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  c e n t e r  d o o r ,  s q u a r e  tower  s t r a d d l e s  back 
and p o r c h  and h a s  a  s p i r e ;  i t  was moved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  i n  
1865. The M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  a  s m a l l  house  on Lamberts  Cove Road 
(1845-46) ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  a  s q u a r e  tower  of two 
t i e r s .  The B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  a  second house  of unknown a p p e a r a n c e  i n  
1847. 

The forming  of Dukes County Academy meant a  number of b u i l d i n g s  
would be added t o  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I n  1833  t h e  f i r s t  were b u i l t ;  a  
l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e  40 x  26 f e e t  and 1 2  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1849.  The A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  H a l l  was b u i l t  i n  
1859. I t  i s  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  of 2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ;  i t s  f i r s t  
f l o o r  p o r c h  s u p p o r t s  a  second  s t o r y  l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  f i r s t ,  and i t  
i s  ornamented by b a r g e b o a r d s .  

Commercial: A h o t e l  known f i r s t  a s  T r a v e l e r s  Home began a s  a  1 
1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  house  w i t h  c r o s s  g a b l e s  and l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s ;  
i t  i s  now a  r e s i d e n c e .  

A l l e y ' s  S t o r e  i s  a  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c r o s s  
g a b l e s  and po rch .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The f rame woolen m i l l  of 1846 was 1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t  under  a  wide g a b l e .  

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  roadways c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: West Tisbury



B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

West T i s b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  a  s low d e c l i n e .  I n  
1895,  t h e  f i r s t  c e n s u s  y e a r  a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e r e  were 460 
yea r - round  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  of whom 3% were P o r t u g u e s e .  By 1905,  t h i s  
p e r c e n t a g e  had d o u b l e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  s l i g h t l y .  In  
1915,  West T i s b u r y  r e p o r t e d  441 r e s i d e n t s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  new development  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1870,  t h e  
s choo lhouse  a t  C h r i s t i a n t o w n  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  c h a p e l .  

D.  Economic Base 

Farming remained West T i s b u r y ' s  c h i e f  o c c u p a t i o n .  The p r o d u c t s  of 
h e r  d a i r y  f a r m s  i n  1915 made t h e  town t h e  l e a d i n g  town on t h e  
i s l a n d  f o r  m i l k ,  and t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
u n i t .  I n  v e g e t a b l e  g rowing ,  t h e  town a l s o  l e d  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
county .  

Most of t h e  t own ' s  mills c l o s e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The s a t i n e t  
m i l l ,  a d v e r t i s i n g  " t h e  r e a l  o l d  f a s h i o n e d  Vineyard s a t i n e t "  i n  
1873 ,  c l o s e d  n o t  l ong  a f t e r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A s  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a l l ,  few new 
d w e l l i n g s  were r e q u i r e d .  The g a b l e  f r o n t  f  orm remained p o p u l a r  
w i t h  few e l e m e n t s  of ornament r ema in ing .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The Academy was r e b u i l t  i n  1870 i n  t h e  Second 
Empire s t y l e  d e s i g n e d  by Har iph  S m i t h ;  t h e  main b u i l d i n g  i s  t h r e e  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  and r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  form.  The d o r m i t o r y / s t u d y  
h a l l  was two s t o r i e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The main r o a d s  t h r o u g h  N o r t h  T i s b u r y  and West T i s b u r y  were paved 
and improved. These i n c l u d e d  Nor th  Road-Vineyard Haven Road, 
Lamberts  Cove Road n o r t h  l o o p ,  S o u t h  Road-Edgartown West T i s b u r y  
Road, and t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o n n e c t o r  be tween  Nor th  T i s b u r y  and West 
T i s b u r y .  By p e r i o d ' s  end ( ? )  t h e  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  A i r p o r t  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a s t  a t  t h e  Edgartown b o r d e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

West T i s b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l u c t u a t e  downward: from 
441 i n  1915 t o  260 i n  1940. S l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  10% of t h e  1940 
r e s i d e n t s  were f o r e i g n  b o r n ,  of whom t h e  l a r g e s t  number were 
p r o b a b l y  Por tuguese .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Some d i s p e r s e d  c o a s t a l  summer r e s o r t  development  t ook  p l a c e ,  i n  
t h e  n o r t h  a t  Lamberts  Cove, and i n  t h e  s o u t h  a t  T i a h  Cove. 
M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard S t a t e  F o r e s t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  e a s t  
of West T i s b u r y  Cen te r .  

D .  Economic Base 

Very l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  of economic a c t i v i t y  i n  i d e n t i f i e d  s o u r c e s .  
Farming p r o b a b l y  remained p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  of l i v e l i h o o d  f o r  most 
f u l l - t i m e  r e s i d e n t s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

No new i n d i v i d u a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  known from t h i s  p e r i o d .  The 
townspeople  c o n t i n u e d  t o  u s e  t h e i r  mid-19th  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g  s t o c k .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The i n v e n t o r y  i n  p r o c e s s  h a s  f o c u s e d  on t h e  v i l l a g e  of West 
T i s b u r y  and t h e r e f o r e  o v e r r e p r e s e n t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  The 
l a r g e  number of d i r t  and p r i v a t e  r o a d s  make a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
d i s p e r s e d  homesteads d i f f i c u l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  Grea t  
Pond a r e a .  
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