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MHC RECONNAI SSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: November 1981 Communi t y  : Wes t p o r t  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Westport has a very  deeply indented c o a s t l i n e  w i t h  dra inage v i a  the  eas t  
and west branches o f  t h e  Wes t p o r t  R i  v e r y  Wes t p o r t  harbor  be i  ng p ro tec ted  
by t h e  dunes a t  Horseneck beach. The t e r r a i n  i s  r o l l i n g  w i t h  uplands 
between the two branches o f  t h e  Westport R iver .  S o i l s  a re  gene ra l l y  sandy 
t o  g r a v e l l y .  

11. Pol i ti c a l  Boundaries 

Westport was i nco rpo ra ted  as a town f rom p a r t  o f  Dartmouth on J u l y  2, 1787. 
Par ts  o f  Dartmouth were annexed i n  1793, 1795 and 1805. Bounds between 
Wes t p o r t  and Dartmou t h  were es tab1 i shed i n  1828. Wes t p o r t  rece ived  some 
t e r r i t o r y  i n  t h e  se t t lement  o f  t h e  Rhode Is land/Massachusetts boundary 
d ispu te  i n  1861. The boundary between Westport and Fa1 1 R i ve r  was 
l o c a t e d  and de f i ned  i n  1894. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Westport  i s  a  p a s t o r a l  community on the Rhode I s l a n d  border.  Caught between 
New Bedford and F a l l  R iver ,  t he  town has managed t o  r e t a i n  an almost 18 th  
cen tu ry  ambience. 

Dur ing t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t he  f e d e r a l  p e r i o d  Westport  P o i n t  was a s a t e l l i t e  
o f  the  New Bedford whal ing i n d u s t r y ,  the remainder o f  t he  town being 
p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  Head o f  Westport  served as a break o f  bu lk  p o i n t  
and d i s t r i b u t i o n  cen te r  f o r  t h e  town. Wi th  the excep t ion  o f  Westport  
Fac to ry  the  town r e t a i n e d  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  focus du r i ng  t he  19 th  century .  
Whi le the Watuppa branch o f  t he  Old Colony Ra i l r oad  passed through the  
town i n  t he  1870s, the impact  was min imal  as the r a i l r o a d  bypassed 
v i  r t u a l  l y  a1 1 e x i s t i n g  popu la t i on  centers .  The Dartmouth and Westport 
S t r e e t  Rai 1  way ( 1894) , on the  o t h e r  hand, opened n o r t h  Westport t o  m i  l d  
suburbanizat ion f rom F a l l  R iver .  I n  the  1880s Westport Harbor began 
d i s c r e t e  development as a summer r e s o r t ,  an a c t i v i t y  which cont inues i n  
t he  town t o  t h i s  day. Summer r e s o r t  development i n  Westport  i s  b a s i c a l l y  
a t y p i c a l  o f  Buzzard's Bay i n  t h a t  i t  i s  o f  gene ra l l y  low dens i t y  and 
unpre ten t ious  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The development o f  Horseneck Beach as a S ta te  
Reservat ion and the c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  Route 88 t o  the  beach has g r e a t l y  
increased accessi  b i  1  i ty  i n  t he  town and opened t he  way f o r  increased 
development. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

The n a t i v e  t r a i l  system i n  p resen t  Westport  p a r a l l e l e d  t he  a rea ' s  
major  waterways and e v e n t u a l l y  converged on t he  coast .  The o n l y  documented 
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n a t i v e  t r a i l  was t he  Old Rhode I s l a n d  Way which r a n  between Plymouth and 
Newport, Rhode I s l a n d .  Th is  r o u t e  i s  thought  t o  have passed through the  Head 
o f  Westport p o s s i b l y  on t h e  Old County Road. A probable pr imary nor th -sou th  
n a t i v e  t r a i l  extended a long  Davis, G i f f o r d  and D r i f t  Roads p r o v i d i n g  access 
t o  t he  East Branch and Westport  Harbor.  An a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  t o  Westport Harbor 
may have been es tab l i shed  e a s t  o f  and p a r a l l e l  t o  Sanford Road and extended 
a long  an unimproved road, a  p o r t i o n  o f  Old County Road and Main S t r e e t .  A  
n a t i v e  t r a i l  ex tend ing  a long  the  eas t  s i de  o f  the  East Branch may have been 
o r i e n t e d  on Pine H i l l ,  New Pine H i l l  and Horseneck Roads, Two con jec tu red  
n a t i v e  t r a i l s  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  west and eas t  s ides  o f  t he  West Branch and 
f o l l  owed Old Harbor and Cornel 1  Roads, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The East and West 
Branches would have prov ided the  n a t i v e s  w i t h  an e x c e l l e n t  means o f  t ranspor -  
t a t i o n  t o  Westpor t ' s  coas t  and i n t e r i o r .  

B  . Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

There were no repo r ted  n a t i v e  Contact Per iod  s i t e s .  The o n l y  recorded 
archaeol og i ca l  s i t e s  were f i v e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  1  oca t i ons  s i t u a t e d  i n  c l ose  
p r o x i m i t y  t o  the  l owe r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Westport  R i ve r .  Two o f  these s i t e s  
were l o c a t e d  near the  eas te rn  bank o f  the West Branch w h i l e  a  t h i r d  was 
d iscovered a  s h o r t  d i s t ance  n o r t h  o f  Westport  Po in t .  The two remain ing s i t e s  
were found on the  eas t  bank o f  the  East  Branch a t  t he  r i v e r ' s  mouth and 
oppos i te  Great I s1  and, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  One source s t a t e d  n a t i v e  s e t t l  ement was 
concentrated a t  t he  mouths o f  Old Dartmouth's t h r e e  major  r i ve rs - -Westpor t ,  
Paskamanset, Acushnet--at  t he  t ime o f  t he  appearance o f  the  a rea ' s  f i r s t  
s e t t l e r s .  Heavy n a t i v e  se t t lement  probably  extended up the  East and West 
Branches i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  read i  l y  access ib le  r i v e r  i s l  ands . These 1  oca t ions  
were p a r t i c u l a r l y  conducive t o  se t t l emen t  because o f  t h e  a v a i l a b i l  i ty  o f  a  
d i ve rse  mar i  ne and r i v e r i n e  resource base, p o t e n t i a l  p l  a n t i n g  grounds and 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes .  I n t e r i o r  s i t e s  were probably  es tab l i shed  d u r i n g  t he  
c o o l e r  f a l l ,  w i n t e r  and e a r l y  s p r i n g  months ad jacen t  t o  t he  upper p o r t i o n  o f  
t he  East Branch and Devols and South Watuppa Ponds. 

C.  Subsistence Pat te rns  : 

Nat i ve  subs is tence rounds probably  focused on Wes t p o r t  ' s  coas t  and the  
mouth o f  t he  Westport R i ve r  (Eas t  and West Branches), p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  the  
l a t e  s p r i n g  and summer. A l a r g e  v a r i e t y  o f  f i s h ,  s h e l l f i s h  and mar ine mammals 
were r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h i s  area. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  1 6 t h  cen tu ry  and e a r l y  17 th  
cen tu ry  European-Indian t r a d e  probably  was undertaken on o r  near the Westport 
coas t .  Bartholomew Gosnold repu ted l y  s e t  f o o t  on t he  Old Dartmouth coas t  
(Gooseberry Neck, Westport; Round H i  11 , Dartmouth) when v i s i t i n g  1  ocal  na t i ves  
i n  1602 (Hurd 1883:191) . Engl i sh t r ade  goods were exchanged f o r  n a t i v e  f u r s .  
Add i t i ona l  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  1  i k e l y  occurred f u r t h e r  up the  East Branch, the  
Westport R i  ve r  ' s  numerous i n t e r i o r  t r i b u t a r i e s  and Devol s  and South Watuppa 
Ponds p r i m a r i l y  d u r i n g  t he  l a t e  f a l l ,  w i n t e r  and e a r l y  sp r i ng .  P o t e n t i a l  
p l a n t i n g  grounds were most p r o l i f i c  a long  the  banks o f  the  West and East 
Branches and t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  southern Westport .  

D.  Observat ions : 

Westport f e l l  w i  t h i  n  a  r e g i o n  o f  heavy n a t i v e  Contact pe r i od  se t t lement  
which s t r e t ched  from Narraganset t  Bay t o  Buzzard ' s  Bay. The pol  i t i c a l  boundaries 
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o f  the  Old Dartmouth n a t i v e s  appeared t o  be de f i ned  by r i v e r  drainages w i t h  
the  Westport  area n a t i v e s  des ignated the  Acoaxsets. The Acoaxsets a long  w i t h  
the  ne ighbor ing  Apponagansetts and Acushnets (p resen t  Dartmouth and New Bedford, 
FairhavenIAcushnet r e s p e c t i v e l y )  came w i t h i n  t h e  domain o f  t he  Pokanokets 
(Wampanoags) centered i n  Mount Hope, Rhode I s l and .  There i s  a  good l i k e l i h o o d  
o f  e x t a n t  archaeolog ica l  evidence o f  Contact p e r i o d  se t t lement  a long the  coast,  
the  mouth o f  the  Westport  R i ve r  and t he  banks o f  t he  East and West Branches 
because o f  t he  re1 a t i v e l y  1  i r n i  t e d  development i n  these areas.  Add i t i ona l  
archaeolog ica l  evidence probably  surv ives  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  the  1  iqht -moderate ly  
developed Oevols and South Watuppa Ponds. 

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A .  T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

V I .  

Na t i ve  t r a i l  s  were probably  u t i l i z e d  as p a r t  o f  t he  c o l o n i a l  road system. 
Development o f  t h i s  system was probably  1  im i  t e d  s ince  Enql i s h  pre-war se t t lement  
was minimal . The over1 and rou tes  were 1  i ke l  y u t i l  i z e d  as access rou tes  t o  
1  ocal  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  , meadow and t imber  1  and and reg iona l  thoroughfares.  

B. Popu la t ion :  

There a r e  no a v a i l a b l e  f i g u r e s  f o r  Westpor t ' s  n a t i v e  o r  w h i t e  popu la t ions .  
The area p robab ly  had a  cons iderab le  n a t i v e  popu la t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince  
Westport  appeared t o  1  ack a  s u b s t a n t i a l  Engl i sh popul a t i o n .  

C .  Se t t lement  Pa t te rns :  

The a v a i l  ab le  da ta  make no re fe rence  t o  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  l o c a t i o n s .  Engl i s h  
pre-war se t t l emen t  apparen t l y  was con f i ned  t o  Westport  P o i n t  and Horseneck Beach 
as a  p r o t e c t i v e  measure a g a i n s t  I n d i a n  a t t a c k  (Old Dartmouth H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  
1908:17). Th is  area was probably  s e t t l e d  between the  e a r l y  1650s ( o r i g i n a l  
d i v i s i o n  o f  Old Dartmouth) and 1765. The m a j o r i t y  o f  Old Dartmouth's pre-war 
s e t t l e r s  es tab l i shed  homes i n  p resen t  Dartmouth, Fairhaven and Acushnet 
(Ricketson 1858: ) .  

D . Economic Base : 

No da ta  concern ing the  n a t i v e  o r  w h i t e  economies. The Westport  area s e t t l e r s  
were probably  engaged p r i m a r i l y  i n  subs is tence farming and f i s h i n g .  Lumbering 
was 1  i k e l y  undertaken i n  p resen t  Wes t p o r t  I s  ex tens ive  wood1 ands . 
E. Observat ions: 

Both the pre-war n a t i v e  and wh i t e  communities a r e  p o o r l y  understood. The 
1  i r n i  t ed  da ta  suggest t he  e x i s t i n g  wh i t e  community was a  f r i n g e  se t t lement  
s i t u a t e d  on the  western per iphery  o f  Old Dartmouth. 

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Minimal documentation o f  the development o f  the  area ' s  pos t -war  road system. 
Operat ion o f  a  f e r r y  a t  t he  s i t e  o f  t he  p resen t  H i x  B r i dge  was i n i t i a t e d  p r i o r  
t o  1707. The f e r r y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  between t he  western and eas te rn  
p o r t i o n s  o f  the Westport  area. The f e r r y  was rep laced  by a  b r i dge  b u i l t  on the 
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same s i t e  between c .  1738 and 1745 by W i l l i a m  H i x .  The Reed Road may have been 
l a i d  o u t  i n  response t o  the  e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m i l l s  nor theas t  
o f  Head o f  Westport. 

B .  Popu la t ion :  

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  o r  w h i t e  popu la t i on .  By 1765, Old 
Dartmouth ( i nc l uded  Westport  u n t i l  1787) had a  popu la t i on  o f  4,506 res iden t s .  
Th is  f icrure increased t o  6,773 (50%) i n  1776. The Westport  area, as d i d  most o f  
Old Dartmouth, rece ived  a  heavy i n f l u x  o f  Quakers f rom southeastern Massachusetts 
and t he  Narraganset t  Bay reg ion .  

C .  Se t t lement  Pa t te rns :  

I t  i s  unc lear  what remained o f  the  n a t i v e  community a f t e r  K ing P h i l i p ' s  
War. A  l a r g e  number o f  Old Dartmouth n a t i v e s  were s o l d  i n t o  s l ave ry  i n  t he  
West I n d i e s  (O ld  Dartmouth H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie t y  1908:17). 

The whi t e  comnuni t y  i n  t h e  Westport  area was probably  hard  h i t  du r i ng  the  
war. O f  t he  t h i r t y  homes p resen t  i n  Old Dartmouth i n  1675, o n l y  two su rv i ved  
the Anglo- Ind ian c o n f l  i c t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  severa l  r e s i d e n t s  were k i l l e d .  Post-  
war se t t l emen t  took p lace  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t he  war ' s  end w i t h  t he  estab l ishment  
of  a  se t t lement  node a t  Head o f  Westport  and a  number o f  homes south o f  t h i s  
node i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  D r i f t  Road. By the  e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry ,  a  se t t lement  
node had probably  developed t o  t he  south i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  Centra l  V i l l a g e ,  
the  1  oca t i on  o f  the Westport  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  Quaker meetinghouse (pre-1761) . 
Add i t i ona l  e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  homes were e rec ted  on Westport  P o i n t  and Horseneck 
Beach. A  second Quaker meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  c .  1761 a t  the  j u n c t i o n  o f  
Old County Road and Main Road, p robab ly  i n  response t o  18 th  cen tu ry  se t t lement  
expansion west o f  Head o f  Westport. 

D. Economic Base: 

No documentation o f  n a t i v e  economic a c t i v i  t i e s .  The a v a i l  ab le  sources p rov ide  
1  i t t l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  wh i t e  community ' s  economic base. Ag r i cu l  t u r e  cont inued 
as a  p r imary  f a c e t  o f  the  Westport  a rea ' s  economy. The f i r s t  documentation o f  
l o c a l  m i l l  i n d u s t r y  occurred i n  t he  e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  George Lawton, 
Benjamin Wai t e  and John Tei  pp es tab l  i shed an i n d u s t r i a l  co rpo ra t i on  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  develop ing a  m i l l  complex n o r t h  o f  the  Head o f  Westport  i n  171 2  ( H u t t  1924: 
821).  The c o r p o r a t i o n  was p robab ly  r espons ib l e  f o r  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  saw 
m i l l  and g r i s t  m i l l  which appeared on the  1795 town map no r theas t  o f  the  j u n c t i o n  
o f  Old County Road and the  East  Branch. An a d d i t i o n a l  g r i s t  m i l  1  and i r o n  f o rge  
i n d i c a t e d  on the same map s l  i g h t l y  no r t heas t  (Eas t  Branch) o f  the  prev ious 
m i l l s  may a l s o  pre-date 1775. A  g r i s t  m i l l  and wind m i l l  s i t u a t e d  west o f  the  
j u n c t i o n  o f  Horseneck Road and an un-named stream ( e a s t  o f  Cadman Neck) and 
Westport Po in t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  may have pre-1775 c o n s t r u c t i o n  dates (Westport  
map, 1795) . A1 though n o t  documented, i t i s  1  i ke l  y  some pre-1775 small d r a f t  
s h i p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p lace  on the  shores o f  t he  West o r  East Branches when 
cons ide r i ng  t h e  eas t  o f  access t o  Buzzard 's  Bay and the waterways w e l l  she l t e red  
1  oca t ion .  

Arch i  t e c t u r e  : 

Resident i  a1 : Approximately a  ha1 f dozen houses o f  t h e  Co lon ia l  pe r i od  were 
observed i n  Westport  a long w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  number o f  p e r i o d  co t tages .  A l l  o f  
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these a re  i s o l a t e d  examples l o c a t e d  a long  e a r l y  roads o r  a t  c ross  roads 
l o c a t i o n s ;  pe r i od  houses were observed a t  G i f f o r d s  Corner, Head o f  Westport  
and a long D r i f t  Road. Other Co lon ia l  pe r i od  houses a re  known a t  Acoaxet. 
Several p l an  types were observed i n c l  ud ing th ree-quar te r  and ha1 f - p l  an houses 
and co t tages  as w e l l  as houses w i t h  the  more common f i ve -bay ,  center-chimney 
p lan.  A lso observed was a  center-chimney house w i t h  an i n t e g r a l  l ean - to  a t  
G i f f o r d s  Corner and an L -p lan  center-chimney house w i t h  a  h a l f  h i p  r o o f  a t  
Head o f  Westport .  The e a r l i e s t  houses a t  Westport  appear t o  have been cot tages,  
w i t h  a t  1  eas t  one example , the  Coggeshal 1  House, a  gambrel - roofed cen te r -  
chimney co t tage ,  known t o  surv ive ,  a1 though i t  has been moved t o  Newport, 
Rhode I s l a n d .  The Handy House a t  Handy Four Corners has p o r t i o n s  d a t i n g  t o  
1714 a l though i t  d i d  n o t  achieve i t s  f u l l  e igh t -bay  double chimney s ta tus  
u n t i l  1794; pedimented ent rance surrounds on t he  Handy House a re  some o f  the  
o n l y  Georgian d e t a i l s  observed i n  the  town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A Fr iends meetinghouse was es tab l  i shed  a t  Centra l  V i l l a g e  
i n  1766 and another  Fr iends meetinghouse i s  known t o  have been i n  ex is tence  
p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime.  Ne i t he r  o f  these su rv i ves .  

F. Observat ions: 

Post-war Westport  I s  phys ica l  growth was cha rac te r i zed  by d ispersed,  
decen t ra l i zed  se t t lement .  Th is  se t t lement  p a t t e r n  was p r i m a r i l y  due t o  t he  
presence o f  two major  waterways which d i v i d e d  a  cons iderab le  p o r t i o n  o f  t he  
area and Westpor t ' s  extreme l e n g t h .  The e x i s t i n g  community was p a r t  o f  a  
r e g i o n a l l y  impor tan t  Quaker popu la t i on  cen te r  encompassing Old Dartmouth and 
southeastern Narraganset t  Bay se t t lements .  The Westport  a rea ' s  l a r g e  popula- 
t i o n  o f  former Narraganset t  Bay r e s i d e n t s  and i t s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h i s  r eg ion  
suggest t he re  were c l o s e  economic and s o c i a l  t i e s  between these two areas.  
I t  i s h i g h l y  probabl e  t h a t  archaeol og i  c a l  evidence o f  p e r i o d  s e t t l  ement 
su rv i ves  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  Westport  Po in t ,  Centra l  V i l l a g e ,  G i f f o r d ' s  Corner 
and Head o f  Westport  due t o  t h e  1  ight-moderate development i n  these neighborhoods. 

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD (1  775 - 1830) 

A .  T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Improvement o f  e x i  s t i n g  c o l  o n i a l  roads, no new road cons t ruc t i on .  

B . Popul a t i o n  : 

Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  unava i l ab le  p r i o r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1787. A f t e r  a  
s l  i g h t  dec l  i n e  between 1790 and 1800, s l  ow growth t o  t h e  end o f  t he  per iod .  

C .  Set t lement :  

P r i n c i p l e  v i l l a g e  a t  Head o f  Westport  w i t h  secondary cen te rs  a t  Westport 
P o i n t  i n  t he  south and Westport  Fac to ry  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  Remainder o f  se t t lement  
cons i s ted  o f  farmsteads a long  e x i s t i n g  c o l o n i a l  roads and a  crossroads hamlet 
a t  Centra l  V i l l a g e .  
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D .  Economic Base: 

Per iod o f  growth f o r  bo th  Westport  P o i n t  and Head o f  Westport. A t  t h e  
Po in t ,  a c t i v e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  begun by 1775, t ransformed by e a r l y  19 th  
cen tu ry  i n t o  nascent whal ing p o r t .  F i r s t  wha l ing  voyage on reco rd  f rom the  
P o i n t  i n  1806. By 1837, f i v e  whalers recorded. Both f i s h i n g  and whal ing 
supported sh ipyards a t  P o i n t  and Head o f  Westport .  

In1 and manufacturers t ransformed under i n f l  uence o f  New Bedford demands 
f o r  t imber  and i r o n .  W i l l  iam G i f f o r d  and Lemuel M i l  k, 1789, engaged Jos iah 
Leonard as 113 p a r t n e r  i n  f o r g e  produc ing i r o n  implements f o r  New Bedford 
whalers . S i x  years 1 a t e r  p r i v i l e g e s  purchased by New Bedford whal i n g  magnate 
W i l l i a m  Rotch a long  w i t h  g r i s t  and saw m i l l s  as p a r t  of  i n t e g r a t e d  whal ing 
i n d u s t r y .  

Westport  Cot ton Mfg . Co. begun 181 2 though i ndus t r y  exper ienced n e a r l y  
cont inuous f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l  t i e s  and f r equen t  changes o f  ownership. E x i s t i n g  
stone m i l l  ("Upper M i l l , "  o r  " M i l l  No. 1 " )  b u i l t  1826. 

E.  A rch i  t e c t u r e  : 

Res iden t i a l  : The e a r l i e s t  c l u s t e r e d  se t t lements  began t o  develop i n  t he  
pe r i od  a t  Head o f  Westport, Westport  P o i n t  and Centra l  V i l l a g e .  Center chimney 
houses and co t tages  con t inued  t o  be b u i l t  a long  o u t l y i n g  roads, b u t  i n  the  
emerging v i l l a g e s ,  somewhat more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  houses began t o  be b u i l t .  Most 
o f  these a re  t h ree -qua r te r  p l a n  houses w i t h  pedimented ent rance surrounds 
c o n t a i n i n g  fan1 i g h t s .  The preval  ence o f  th ree-quar te r  p l  an houses i s  no tab le  
and apparen t l y  re1 a tes  t o  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a long t h e  coas t .  
Another popular  f e a t u r e  on pe r i od  houses and co t tages  a re  splayed l i n t e l s ;  these 
remained popular  through the pe r i od  and i n t o  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  town house b u i l t  i n  1789 s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t he  town's 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1787. Shown on t h e  1830 map a re  f i v e  meetinghouses, two 
Fr iends, two B a p t i s t  and one Methodis t ,  and t e n  schools.  O f  these s t r uc tu res ,  
o n l y  the  Fr iends meetinghouse a t  Centra l  V i l l a g e ,  b u i l t  i n  1818 a t  a c o s t  o f  
$1,198, s t i l l  stands. The f i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  church was founded and b u i l t  i t s  
f i r s t  church i n  1823; t h i s  denomination grew o u t  o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  church i n  
Westport. 

V I  11 . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1  830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads, no new road  cons t ruc t i on .  

B .  Populat ion:  

Popu la t ion  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  t o  end o f  per iod .  Fore ign born popu- 
l a t i o n  i n  1855 1% o f  t o t a l .  

C .  Set t lement :  

L i t t l e  o r  no expansion o f  se t t lement  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  due t o  extreme 
s t a b i l i t y  o f  the  popu la t i on .  
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D. Economic Base: 

Per iod was Westpor t ' s  e ra  o f  g r e a t e s t  economic expansion, as whal ing 
reached i t s  peak i n  1850s. By 1855, 22 whale sh ips  were employed i n  whale 
f i s h e r y ,  employing 462 men and n e t t i n g  $105,000 wor th  o f  sperm o i l  . By t he  
1830s, cod sloops p r i m a r i l y  transformed i n t o  coas t i ng  vessels,  haul i n g  o i l  
t o  New York and r e t u r n i n g  t o  t he  P o i n t  w i t h  supp l ies  o f  every  d e s c r i p t i o n .  
With the  d iscovery  o f  petroleum, whal i ng decl  i ned sharp1 y . By 1865 t h e r e  
were o n l y  10 vessels,  though sperm o i l  s t i l l  b rought  i n  $119,000. By 1875 
t he re  were no wha l ing  opera t ions  recorded. 

A c q u i s i t i o n s  i n  t h i s  pe r i od  o f  t h e  Westport  Cot ton Fac to ry  by a company 
l e d  by W i l l i a m  T r a f f o r d  b rought  new p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  Fac to ry  area, and i n  
succeeding decades t he  company b u i l t  f a c t o r y  s t o r e  and employee housing. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : The 1 a rges t  number o f  r e s i d e n t i  a1 s t r u c t u r e s  cons t ruc ted  
i n  t he  town were cons t ruc ted  i n  the  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  These i n c l u d e  
most o f  the  houses b u i l t  a t  Westport  P o i n t  and a t  Head o f  Westport. Among 
these a re  a number o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  cen te r  and end chimney p lan  center -ent rance 
co t tages  w i t h  Greek Revival  d e t a i  1 s; one p a r t i c u l a r l y  we1 1 -preserved grouping 
o f  pe r i od  workers '  co t tages  stands a t  Head o f  Westport  on D r i f t  Road. The 
s i d e h a l l  p l an  was very  popul a r  i n  t h e  pe r i od  as we1 1 , however, and a g r e a t  
many s i d e h a l l  Greek Reviva l  and I t a l  i a n a t e  co t tages  and houses were i n  t h e  
town, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  Westport  Po in t .  A common deco ra t i ve  element i n  Greek 
Revival  houses o f  t he  town a r e  small o n e - l i g h t  windows i n  t he  f r i e z e .  Toward 
the end o f  t he  per iod ,  kneewall f raming  became q u i t e  common f o r  I t a l i a n a t e  
cot tages,  a f a i r  number o f  which were b u i l t  across t h e  town. Among the most 
e labora te  res idences b u i l t  i n  the  pe r i od  a re  a one-s to ry  g r a n i t e  Greek Revival  
co t tage  w i t h  a low mon i t o r  a t t i c  embell i s h i n g  a gab1 e r o o f  and a t e t r a s t y l  e 
Dor ic  p o r t i c o  across t h e  facade (Howland House, 1830) and a square I t a l  i a n a t e  
v i l l a  a t  Head o f  Westport, no tab le  f o r  the  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  roundhead windows 
up i n t o  t he  b racke t t ed  co rn i ce .  Cottages w i t h  Goth ic  Revival  t r i m  o f  barge- 
boards and prominent c e n t r a l  gables began t o  be b u i l t  i n  l i m i t e d  numbers 
d u r i n g  the  pe r i od .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A number o f  schools and churches were b u i l t  i n  the  per iod.  
Churches es tab l i shed  i nc l uded  t h e  second C h r i s t i a n  (South Westpor t ) ,  1838, 
the  t h i r c i  C h r i s t i a n ,  Brownel l  I s  Corner, 1843, the  f i r s t  C h r i s t i a n ,  Nor th  
Westport, 1858, and the  t h i r d  C h r i s t i a n ,  Westport, 1839, as we l l  as t h e  P a c i f i c  
Union Congregat ional ,  1855. O f  these, t he  P a c i f i c  Union church (1855), a 
two-story  Greek Revival  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  Romanesque Reviva l  elements, and t he  
F i r s t  C h r i s t i a n  church (1857) a t  Nor th  Westport, a more t r a d i t i o n a l  one-story  
church w i t h  a square one-stage b e l f r y ,  a re  t he  o n l y  two known standing.  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  two schools s t i l l  stand; t he  Wolf P i t  school (1841) on 
Old County Road, a one-story  Greek Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  unusual f o r  i t s  overhanging 
Do r i c  p o r t i c o  and t h e  B e l l  School (1848) on D r i f t  Road, a w e l l  d e t a i l e d  two- 
s t o r y  Greek Revival  school w i t h  a square b e l f r y  a t  t he  gable end. Other 
schools may s t i l l  s tand conver ted t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  use. 
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X I .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Watuppa Branch o f  t he  Old Colony Ra i l r oad  through t h e  no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  
town i n  1872. New F a l l  R i ve r  Road (Route 6 )  l a i d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  
Dartmouth and Westport S t r e e t  Rai lway (1894) connected Westport w i t h  New Bedford 
and Fa1 1  River .  

B. Populat ion:  

S l i g h t  increase i n  1870-80, d e c l i n e  t o  1890, then  slow inc rease  t o  @ad o f  
t h e  per iod .  Fore ign born popu la t i on  increases f rom 11% o f  t o t a l  i n  1883 t o  
20% i n  1915. 

C. Set t lement :  

As i n  t he  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  t h e r e  was very  l i t t l e  expansion o f  e x i s t i n g  
se t t lements  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod ,  a l though t h e r e  appears t o  have been some r e s o r t  
development a t  Westport Po in t .  

D.  Economic Base: 

With t h e  disappearance of whal i ng, Westport tu rned  i ncreas i  n g l y  t o  a g r i c u l  t u r e  
and f i s h i n g  t o  accomodate needs of ne ighbor ing  c i t i e s .  Along t he  coas t  i n  t he  
l a t e r  decades o f  t h e  pe r i od  summer r e s o r t  co lon ies  sprang up. Carr iage making 
took up t h e  s l ack  a f t e r  t h e  disappearance o f  sh ipyards:  i n  1875 f o u r  c a r r i a g e  
makers were recorded. George H.  G i f f o r d  inven ted  a  popular  machine f o r  t u r n i n g  
c a r r i a g e  spokes. 

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Modest I t a l i a n a t e  houses and cot tages,  most w i t h  the  s i d e h a l l  
p lan, cont inued t o  be b u i l t  i n  some numbers, p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  Westport  Po in t ,  
Centra l  V i l l a g e ,  and Nor th  Westport .  A  few mansard r o o f  co t tages  were a1 so b u i l t  
a t  Head o f  Westport and Westport Po in t .  Very few Queen Anne houses were bu i  1  t 
i n  t h e  town, a l though some very  l a t e  examples of t he  I t a l i a n a t e  i nco rpo ra te  
elements o f  t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e .  A f t e r  t he  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry ,  l i m i t e d  r e s o r t  
development a t  Acoaxet and Westport  P o i n t  i n i t i a t e d  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  few 
Shing le  S t y l e  and Co lon ia l  Revival  houses a t  bo th  l o c a t i o n s .  More modest 
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred a t  Nor th  Westport a long  Sanford and G i f f o r d  
Roads where one s t o r y  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  and Craftsman workers '  cot tages were 
b u i  1  t as p a r t  o f  Fa1 1  R i ve r  ' s  suburban devel  opment . 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Several o f  t h e  town's  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  da te  from 
the  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  These c o n s i s t  p r i m a r i l y  o f  severa l  sh ing led  Co lon ia l  
Revival  schools, one s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  h i p  r oo f s ,  a t  Westport Po in t  and 
Nor th  Westport .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (191 5  - 1940) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

New F a l l  R i ve r  Road improved and des ignated Route 6 d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  
Improvement o f  e x i  s t i n g  roads. 
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B .  Populat ion:  

Popu la t ion  inc rease  cont inues from 1915 t o  1930 w i t h  subs tan t i a l  i nc rease  
between 1920 and 1930, then  decrease between 1930 and 1940. Fore ign born 
p o p u l a t i o n  remains a t  20% i n  1930. 

C. Set t lement :  

Set t lement  expansion t h a t  d i d  occur cons is ted  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  a long 
e x i s t i n g  roads i n  t he  southern p o r t i o n  o f  t he  town and a long  t h e  Dartmouth- 
Westport S t r e e t  Rai lway l i n e  i n  Nor th  Westport .  

D. Economic Base: 

Westpor t 's  p r imary  i n d u s t r y  f o r  most o f  t he  pe r i od  was t h a t  o f  the  Westport 
Cot ton Manufactur ing Company, by 1923 producing 1.5 m i l l i o n  pounds o f  c l o t h  
annua l l y .  Westport Po in t ,  connected t o  Horseneck Beach by a causeway i n  1923, 
was now almost e n t i r e l y  a  summer r e s o r t  community. The pe r i od  was brouqht  t o  a  
c l ose  by t he  hu r r i cane  o f  1938, r a t e d  as among the  c o s t l i e s t  d i s a s t e r s  i n  U.S. 
h i s t o r y .  Worst h i t  were s a i d  t o  be Horseneck Beach, washing o u t  v i r t u a l l y  t he  
e n t i r e  community o f  expensive summer homes, and Westport  Harbor. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  Res iden t ia l  development was l i m i t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  pe r i od  and 
cons i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  small workers '  houses and co t tages  a t  Nor th  Westport, 
a lonq  Sanford and G i f f o r d  Roads and a l s o  a long Route 6. Most o f  these a re  one 
and two s t o r y  h i p  o r  gambrel r o o f  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  one s t o r y  porches, exposed 
r a f t e r s  i n  t h e  Craftsman manner and o therw ise  s imple d e t a i l i n g .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The o n l y  known i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t he  per iod  a re  Our 
Lady o f  Grace Church, a  one-story  Co lon ia l  Revival  s t r u c t u r e  d a t i n g  from the  
1930s, on Sanford Road, and the  Town Hal 1  a t  Centra l  V i l l  age, a  two-s to ry  b r i c k  
Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g .  

Commercial: Most o f  the  commercial b u i l d i n g s  i n  t he  town da te  from the  
E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  and most a re  s imple one-story  frame b u i l d i n g s  l oca ted  along 
Route 6 and a t  Head o f  Westport, Centra l  V i l l a g e  and Westport  Po in t .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS: 

Westpor t ' s  survey inc ludes  o n l y  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  proposed h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s  
a t  Head o f  Westport and Westport  Po in t ;  o u t l y i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  a re  n o t  inc luded .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The town's  1  im i  t e d  survey inc ludes  he r  major  i n d u s t r i a l  1  and- 
mark, t he  Westport Mfg. Company's Upper M i l l ,  though n o t  t he  lower  m i l l  on 
Forge Pond. MDPW's survey o f  b r idges  i n  Westport  has i d e n t i f i e d  two o f  an 
apparen t l y  l a r g e  number o f  s tone-s l  ab br idges,  o t h e r  examples o f  which may s t i l l  
su r v i ve  i n  t he  town. 
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