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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY: W o r c e s t e r  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  P l a n t a t i o n  g r a n t  made i n  1668. I n c o r p o r a t e d  
as  t o w n  o f  W o r c e s t e r  i n  1684.  P a r t  c a l l e d  N o r t h  W o r c e s t e r  
e s t a b l i s h e d  as H o l d e n  i n  1741.  Lands  annexed i n  1743,  1785.  P a r t  
o f  L e i c e s t e r  annexed i n  1758.  P a r i s h  s e t  o f f  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  and 
o t h e r  towns  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  Ward ( l a t e r  A u b u r n )  i n  1778.  G r a f t o n  
g o r e  annexed i n  1838.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  as a  c i t y  i n  1848.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

H i g h l a n d  B l a c k s t o n e  R i v e r  t r i b u t a r y  a r e a  w e s t  o f  Lake  
Q u i n s i g a m o n d .  E a s t / w e s t  t r a i l  s o u t h  o f  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  i n f e r r e d  
a s  S u n d e r l a n d  Road-Heywood S t r e e t - a l o n g  c o n t o u r s  t o  Ward 
S t r e e t - C a m b r i d g e  s t r e e t - M a i n  S t r e e t  t o  K e t t l e  b r o o k  c o r r i d o r  
( L e i c e s t e r ) .  From t h i s  t r a i l  b r a n c h e s  a r e  i n f e r r e d  s o u t h  t o  t h e  
F r e n c h  R i v e r  ( W e b s t e r  S t r e e t ) ,  t o  Packachoag  H i 1  1  ( S o u t h b r i d g e  
S t r e e t - P a c k a c h o a g  H i l l  ) ,  t o  S i n g l e t a r y  Pond ( V e r n o n  
S t r e e t - G r e e n w o o d  S t r e e t ) ,  and t o  D o r o t h y  Pond ( M a s s a s o i t  r o a d ) .  
N o r t h e a s t  t r a i l s  i n f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  Nashua R i v e r  ( B u r n c o a t  S t r e e t )  
and n o r t h  o f  Lake  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  ( L i n c o l n  S t r e e t )  c o n v e r g e  a t  M a i n  
S t r e e t  w i t h  n o r t h w e s t  h i g h l a n d  t r a i l s  on  S a l i s b u r y  S t r e e t  and 
B a i l e y  S t r e e t - M o w e r  S t r e e t - P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  N o r t h / s o u t h  h i g h l a n d  
t r a i l  w e s t  o f  Lake  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  i n f e r r e d  as  P l a n t a t i o n  S t r e e t .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i k e  so many a r e a s  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r e g i o n ,  t h e  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  l o c a t e d  h e r e  a r e  o f  unknown c u l t u r a l  
a f f i l i a t i o n .  The w a t e r w a y s ,  however ,  p r o v i d e  p o t e n t i a l  l o c a t i o n s  
f o r  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  Wigwam H i l l ,  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  I n d i a n  Lake ,  Coo l  Pond, 
C u r t i s  ponds,  and T a t n u c k  B rook  i n  t h e  west ,  as w e l l  as t h e  
B l  a c k s t o n e .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

I t  i s  c o n j e c t u r e d  t h a t  t h e  l a t e r  p r a y i n g  town  o f  Pakachoag i n  
Auburn  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  as  w e l l  as  v i l l a g e s  a t  T a t n u c k  and 
Q u i n s i g a m o n d  o p e r a t e d  as g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e s .  One o r  more s e r v e d  as 
base camps f r o m  w h i c h  s m a l l e r  f a m i l y  and t a s k  g r o u p s  l e f t  f o r  
s e a s o n a l  v i s i t s  t o  u p l a n d  h u n t i n g  a r e a s ,  as w e l l  as s p e c i f i c  
r e s o u r c e  l o c a t i o n s  such  as t h e  q u a r r i e s  i n  M i l l b u r y  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  
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V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1  6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use,  w i t h  t h e  L a n c a s t e r  Way ( B u r n c o a t  
S t r e e t )  and t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Road ( L i n c o l n  S t r e e t )  e n t r y  r o u t e s  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e r s .  M a i n  S t r e e t  i s  l a i d  o u t  i n  1674.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  were  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  p r a y i n g  t o w n  a t  Pakachoag,  i n  A u b u r n  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r .  
N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  t h e r e  l a t e r  e x t i n g u i s h e d  t h e i r  c l a i m  t o  t h e  a r e a  
w i t h  a  deed i n  1684.  I n  1673,  when some c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  had  
t a k e n  up t h e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  g r a n t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  some 3 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
s i x  o r  seven  houses  p r i o r  t o  abandonment .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The a r e a  now W o r c e s t e r  l i e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  p r a y i n g  t o w n  o f  
Pokachoag,  now Auburn .  By m i d  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  some o f  t h e  a r e a  had  
been  g r a n t e d  b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t :  3,200 a c r e s  g r a n t e d  t o  
I n c r e a s e  N o w e l l  i n  1657 ,  1 ,000  a c r e s  t o  t h e  M a l d e n  c h u r c h  i n  1662,  
and 2 5 0  a c r e s  t o  Ens. Thomas Noyes o f  S u d b u r y  i n  1664.  I n  1 6 6 8  
t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  i n c l u d e d  t h e s e  a r e a s  i n  i t s  e i g h t - m i l e  g r a n t  t o  
Q u i n s i g a m o n d  P l a n t a t i o n ,  e x t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  u n d e v e l o p e d  M a l d e n  
g r a n t ,  s e l l i n g  t h e  Noyes t o  E p h r a i m  C u r t i s  who s e t t l e d ,  and 
a b s o r b i n g  t h e  m e a d o w - r i c h  N o w e l l  g r a n t .  The i n i t i a l  l a n d  d i v i s i o n  
p l a n  was f o r  9 0  l o t s  o f  25  a c r e s ,  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l l y  l o c a t e d  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  and s c h o o l h o u s e  on  a  2 0 - a c r e  t r a i n i n g  f i e l d .  M o s t  o f  
t h e  t h i r t y  f a r m s t e a d s  l a i d  o u t  b y  1675  were  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  
h a l f  o f  t h e  town ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Road o r  
L i n c o l  n  S t r e e t .  

I?. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

The N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  The c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  had l i t t l e  t i m e  t o  do 
more  t h a n  c l e a r  t h e  l a n d  and b u i l t  s h e l t e r s .  

V I .  COLONIAL PEPIOD ( 1  675 -1  7 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be i m p r o v e d  as  l o c a l  r o a d s  and r e g i o n a l  
h i g h w a y s .  The G r e a t  Road f r o m  B o s t o n  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  ( L i n c o l n  
S t r e e t - M a i n  S t r e e t )  emerged a s  t h e  m a i n  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  town ,  
p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  r o a d  s o u t h  t h r o u g h  Mendon t o  P r o v i d e n c e  
( F r o n t  S t r e e t  t o  G r a f t o n  S t r e e t - S u n d e r l a n d  R o a d - G r a f t o n  S t r e e t ) .  
A f t e r  1731,  when W o r c e s t e r  became t h e  s h i r e  t o w n  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  a  
r a d i a l  r o a d  n e t w o r k  d e v e l o p e d  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  a l l  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
towns  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  n a t i v e  and e a r l i e r  
c o l  o n i  a1 r o u t e s .  
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B .  Popu la t ion  

There were ca .  26 males  i n  r e s i d e n c e  i n  Worcester  d u r i n g  t h e  
second s e t t l e m e n t .  By 1718, f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r  
r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  town, t h e r e  were 58 houses and c a .  200 
i n d i v i d u a l s .  Growth was r a p i d ,  r e a c h i n g  1 , 4 7 8  i n  1765 and 1 , 9 2 5  
i n  1775. Ea r ly  s e t t l e r s  of t h e  town came from Sudbury, 
Marlborough, Br idgewate r ,  and Boston. There were a l s o  some 
S c o t s - I r i s h  immigrants ,  a l t h o u g h  many of t h e s e  l a t e r  moved t o  
Pelham, N . H .  

The town s u f f e r e d  s e v e r a l  p e r i o d s  of d i sag reemen t  w i t h  i t s  
m i n i s t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  of one who was unsympathe t ic  t o  
t h e  New L i g h t  p reach ing  of t h e  Grea t  Awakening, a s  well  a s  
problems of payment and c o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s i n g i n g .  The t o w n ' s  
S c o t s - I r i s h  formed a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  church  i n  1719,  and s u f f e r e d  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  T h e i r  meet inghouse was t o r n  down by a  group of 
townsmen, and t h e i r  r e q u e s t  f o r  r e l e a s e  from t a x a t i o n  was 
r e f u s e d .  As a  r e s u l t ,  most l e f t  t h e  town. 

The p resence  of t h e  c o u r t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  cosmopol i tan  atmosphere 
unique i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  Yearly meet ings  of t h e  S u p e r i o r  Court i n  
October ,  and a u a r t e r l y  mee t ings  of t h e  I n f e r i o r  Cour t  i n  May, 
August,  November, and February ,  brought  o u t s i d e r s  t o  t h e  town on a 
r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  Markets o f t e n  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  c o u r t  days ,  producing  
a  f a i r - 1  i k e  atmosphere of buying and s e l l i n g ,  s o c i a l i z i n g ,  even 
h o r s e - r a c i n g .  J u d g e s ,  l awyers  and c l e r k s  g a t h e r i n g  r e q u i r e d  inns  
and t a v e r n s  f o r  t h e i r  accommodation. These and o t h e r  s u p p o r t  
s e r v i c e s  expanded t h e  range of n o n a g r i c u l t u r a l  employment i n  t h e  
town. Raised t o  a  l e v e l  of r e g i o n a l  impor tance ,  t h e  town 
a t t r a c t e d  f a m i l i e s  of  b u s i n e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  a t  t h e  p rov ince  r a t h e r  than  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  Of 
p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was t h e  fo rma t ion  of t h e  American 
P o l i t i c a l  S o c i e t y  i n  1773,  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  " p r o p e r  methods t o  be 
pursued r e s p e c t i n g  common r i g h t s  and l i b e r t i e s ,  c i v i l  and 
r e l i g i o u s "  ( L i n c o l n ,  p .  7 2 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e s e t t l e m e n t  a f t e r  King P h i l i p ' s  War was de layed  u n t i l  1684 and 
t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  f r o n t i e r  w a r f a r e  de termined a  compact and d e f e n s i v e  
p lan .  The a r e a  was f i r s t  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a  s o u t h e r n  s e c t i o n  t o  be 
s e t t l e d  immedia te ly ,  and a  n o r t h e r n  (Holden)  undeveloped. Sha res  
i n  t h e  a r e a s  were de termined by t h e  a v a i l a b l e  marsh a c r e a g e .  The 
newly named town of Worces ter  g a t h e r e d  i t s  small c a .  1 0 0 - f o o t  
s a u a r e  h o u s e l o t s  w i t h i n  a  p a l i s a d e  near  L inco ln  Square ,  Main 
S t r e e t  and t h e  Common. The l a r g e r  10-  and 25-acre  t i l l a g e  l o t s  
were l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  t h i s  c i t a d e l .  Some s e t t l e r s  e v e n t u a l l y  b u i l t  
t h e i r  homes o u t s i d e  t h i s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a s  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  t o  
t h e  e a s t .  A second abandonment took p l a c e  i n  1702 d u r i n g  Queen 
Anne's War. 

A f t e r  t h e  Peace of U t r e c h t  i n  1713,  t h e  town was s e t t l e d  a  t h i r d  
t ime ,  permanent ly ,  by c o l o n i a l s .  The e x a c t  d i v i s i o n  plan a t  t h i s  
t ime i s  not known, b u t  t h e  60 e a r l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  r e p o r t e d  ( c a .  
1718)  h o u s e l o t s  t h a t  ranged between 20 and 213 a c r e s ,  though ha1 f  
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e q u a l l e d  3 0  o r  4 0  a c r e s .  The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was 
l o c a t e d  ( 1  7 1 7 )  a t  F r a n k l i n  and  Green  S t r e e t s ,  b u t  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r  
a  new one was l o c a t e d  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  common. G a r r i s o n s ,  
n u m b e r i n g  f o u r ,  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  u n p r o t e c t e d  
w e s t  s i d e  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t .  When t h e  t o w n  was made c o u n t y  s e a t  i n  
1731,  a  second  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  d e v e l o p e d  n o r t h  a t  L i n c o l n  
Square .  A t  t h e  f o r m e r  s i t e  o f  t h e  t o w n  j a i l  t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t h o u s e  
was c o n s t r u c t e d .  Between t h e s e  t w o  p o i n t s  on M a i n  S t r e e t  was a  
d e n s e r  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  g r o w i n g  s h i r e t o w n .  
N o n a g r i c u l  t u r a l  emp loymen t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b r o u g h t  c l u s t e r s  o f  
d w e l l i n g s  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  c e n t e r .  

D. Economic  Rase 

D u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  t h e  t o w n  s h a r e d  w i t h  i t s  n e i g h b o r s  a  
s i m p l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy. M i l l  B rook  p r o v i d e d  s i t e s  f o r  g r i s t  
and saw m i l l s  n e a r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s .  L a t e r  p o t a s h  w o r k s  ( f r o m  
1 7 6 0 )  were  e s t a b l i s h e d .  L i k e  m o s t  e a r l y  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  
and e a s t  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  i t  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  b y  P r u i t t  as  an  
E g a l i t a r i a n  Farm Town, w i t h  m o d e r a t e  c o r n  p r o d u c t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  i n  
s i m i  1  a r l y  m o d e r a t e  c o m m u n i t y  w e a l t h  and p r o p e r t y 1  e s s n e s s ,  p l  u s  
h i g h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  and l o w  a g r a r i a n  p o v e r t y .  I n  p a r t ,  
t h i s  i s  due t o  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  s h i r e t o w n  f r o m  1731 ,  b a s e d  on 
l o c a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e g i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e .  As d e s c r i b e d  u n d e r  
P o p u l a t i o n ,  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  t y p e s  o f  emp loymen t  a v a i  1  a b l e  i n  
t h e  t o w n  b e y o n d  t h o s e  e x p e c t e d  i n  a  s i m p l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t own .  The 
number o f  t a v e r n s  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y ,  and men l i k e  S a l i s b u r y  and 
Waldo e s t a b l i s h e d  r e t a i l  s t o r e s  w i t h  a  r a n g e  o f  i m p o r t e d  goods f o r  
s a l e .  By p e r i o d ' s  end,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  t o w n  s h a r e d  some o f  t h e  
p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  t o w n s ,  
v o t i n g  i n  a  w o r k h o u s e  i n  1763 ,  w h i c h  was on  F r o n t  S t r e e t  b y  1772.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  No b u i l d i n g s  a p p e a r  t o  have  s u r v i v e d  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  
two  a t t e m p t s  a t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1675  and  1684.  S c a t t e r e d  c e n t e r  
c h i m n e y  f a r m h o u s e s  f r o m  t h e  1 7 1 3  s e t t l e m e n t ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  B e n j a m i n  
F l a g g  House ( 1 7 1 7 )  and t h e  C h a m b e r l a i n - F l a g g  House ( 1 7 2 5 )  do 
s u r v i v e .  H i p p e d - r o o f ,  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  houses  s u c h  a s  t h e  
Smi t h - T h a x t e r - M e r r i  f i e 1  d  House ( p r e  1 7 5 0 )  a r e  a1 so known. 
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r i s e  o f  a  m e r c a n t i l e  and g o v e r n m e n t - b a s e d  c l a s s  
a f t e r  W o r c e s t e r ' s  d e s i g n a t i o n  as  t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t  ( 1 7 3 1 ) ,  s t y l i s h  
t r i m  on t r a d i t i o n a l  house  f o r m s  became more  e v i d e n t  i n  p e r i o d  
d w e l l i n g s ,  such  as  t h e  Oaks ( 1 7 7 4 )  and t h e  S t e p h e n  S a l i s b u r y  
M a n s i o n  ( 1 7 7 2 ) .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  second  c o u r t h o u s e  o f  
1751  ( c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  r e s i d e n c e  b e t w e e n  1 8 0 1 - 0 3 ) ,  no  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  e x t a n t .  The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  7 1 9 )  was 
b u i l t  n e a r  L i n c o l n  Square  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o u r t h o u s e .  
The f i r s t  c o u r t h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  when W o r c e s t e r  became t h e  
c o u n t y  s e a t  i n  1731.  I n  1765 ,  t h e  f i r s t  s c h o o l h o u s e  was e r e c t e d .  
B o t h  a r e  t h o u g h t  t o  have  been one-room, f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e s .  

Commerc ia l  : T a v e r n s  and i n n s  a r e  known t o  have  e x i s t e d  b y  1730.  
No s u r v i v i n g  e x a m p l e s .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : No b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e  f r om t h i s  p e r i o d .  E a r l y  
i n d u s t r i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  c o n s i s t e d  i n i t i a l l y  o f  saw and g r i s t  
m i l l s ,  f o l l o w e d  by f u l l i n g  m i l l s .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  f i r s t  
q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p o t a s h  was a l s o  an i n d u s t r i a l  concern .  

V I  I. FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1830)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

The main c o l o n i a l  p o s t  r o a d  f r o m  Bos ton  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  a l o n g  Main 
S t r e e t ,  and t h e  e x i s t i n g  r a d i a l  r o a d  ne two rk  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  
s e a t  f r o m  s u r r o u n d i n g  towns,  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use. To t h e s e  were 
added t h r e e  t u r n p i k e s :  t h e  Bos ton -Worces te r  T u r n p i k e  (1806 ) ,  
w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  a  d i r e c t  e a s t l w e s t  l i n k ,  t e r m i n a t e s  a t  L i n c o l n  
Square v i a  Be lmont  S t r e e t .  The H o l l a n d ,  Worces te r ,  and S t a f f o r d  
T u r n p i k e  ( S t a f f o r d  S t r e e t )  p r o v i d e d  a  d i r e c t  r o u t e  t o  t h e  
sou thwes t  a f t e r  1810, b e g i n n i n g  a t  Ma in  S t r e e t  a t  New W o r c e s t e r  
( l a t e r  Webster  Saua re ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  S i x t h  Massachuse t t s ,  o r  
Holden,  T u r n p i k e  ( 1 7 9 9 )  r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town 
( M o u n t a i n  S t r e e t )  t o  i t s  e a s t e r n  t e r m i n u s  i n  Shrewsbury .  I n  t h e  
c e n t e r ,  Mechanic  S t r e e t  was opened i n  1787, and Thomas S t r e e t  i n  
1806. 

S e r v i c e  on t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  Canal  began i n  1828, w i t h  t h e  head o f  
n a v i g a t i o n  e a s t  o f  Ma in  S t r e e t  between C e n t r a l  and Thomas 
S t r e e t s .  The c a n a l  e x t e n d s  s o u t h  p a r a l l e l  t o  Summer and G r a f t o n  
S t r e e t s  ( p a r t  o f  c a n a l  p a t h  now B l a c k s t o n e  S t r e e t ) ,  t h e n  sou thwes t  
p a r a l l e l  t o  Water S t r e e t  ( c a n a l  now H a r d i n g  S t r e e t ) .  A m a j o r  
h o l d i n g  b a s i n  was b u i l t  a t  what l a t e r  became Wash ing ton  Square. 

The s h i r e t o w n ' s  g r o w t h  was modera te  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  more t h a n  
d o u b l i n g  f r o m  1,925 i n  1776 t o  4,173 i n  1830. I t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y ,  based on s i z e ,  r o s e  f r o m  f i f t h  t o  f i r s t ,  t hough  t h i s  
r e f l e c t s  o t h e r  t owns '  l a t e  s u b d i v i s i o n s .  Though o t h e r  towns were 
l a r g e r  and grew more q u i c k l y ,  none e q u a l l e d  Worces te r  i n  d e n s i t y .  
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  rema ined  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  c a t e g o r y  i n  t h e  town, e m p l o y i n g  218 compared t o  126 
i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  Canal 
b r o u g h t  I r i s h  l a b o r e r s  t o  t h e  town, some o f  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  t o  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  Worces te r  was a l s o  one o f  
t h e  few towns w i t h  a  b l a c k  community.  D u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  t h e y  
j o i n e d  w i t h  b l a c k s  i n  B r i s t o l  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  c o n c e r n  f a r  
l i b e r t i e s  f o r  a l l  peop le .  I n  1828 an A f r i c a n  School  was o r g a n i z e d .  

As t h e  c o u n t y  s e a t ,  t h e  town p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  Shays 
R e b e l l i o n .  The c o u r t h o u s e  was t h e  s i t e  o f  an i n c r e a s i n g  number 
so f  d e b t  s u i t s ,  and t h e  f i r s t  c o u n t y  m e e t i n g  on t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
c r i s i s  was h e l d  h e r e  i n  1782. I n  1786 a  p r o l o n g e d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
between R e g u l a t o r s  and t h e  m i l i t i a  o v e r  t h e  open ing  o f  t h e  C o u r t  
o f  Common P l e a s  ended i n  a  r e t r e a t  by t h e  Shays f o r c e s .  

W i t h  i t s  l a r g e  and v a r i e d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a  
l a r g e  number o f  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  fo rmed s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  town d u r i n g  
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t h e  pe r iod .  In 1786 t h e  town formed a  p o l l - - i . e . ,  nongeographical  
pa r i sh - -one  of t h e  e a r l i e s t  o u t s i d e  of Boston, f o r  t h e  t o w n ' s  
U n i t a r i a n s .  Few a r e a  m i n i s t e r s  s h a r e d  t h i s  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n  
and Bancro f t  looked t o  e a s t e r n  county towns f o r  f e l l o w s h i p ;  he was 
t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  American U n i t a r i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  l a t e r  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d .  In 1790 a  c l a s s  of Method i s t s  was formed i n  t h e  
town. B a p t i s t s  found f o l l o w e r s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1795,  and formed a  
s o c i e t y  i n  1812. Quakers met w i t h  t h e  meet ing i n  nearby 
L e i c e s t e r .  In 1822 t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Congrega t iona l  i s t s  formed a  
s o c i e t y .  

The town ' s  common and grammar s c h o o l s  were supplemented by a  
p r i v a t e  Academy between 1784 and 1801. Other  p r i v a t e  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  formed d u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  i n c l u d e  t h e  American 
A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y  (18121,  an A u x i l i a r y  B i b l e  S o c i e t y  ( 1 8 1 5 ) ,  an 
Odd Fe l lows ,  L i t e r a r y  ( 1 8 2 0 ) ,  a  Lyceum of Natura l  H i s t o r y  
(1825-291, a  Lyceum (18291, and an Atheneum ( 1 8 3 0 ) .  A f u l l  
complement of v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  town, 
i n c l u d i n g  Masons (1793-18271, a s  well a s  Royal Arch ( 1 8 2 3 ) ,  a  
Thief  D e t e c t i n g  S o c i e t y  (17951, F i r e  S o c i e t i e s  ( f rom 1 7 9 3 ) ,  t h e  
protemperance Washingtonian Benevolent  S o c i e t y  (181 2 ) ,  and Knights  
Templar ( 1 8 2 5 ) .  S p e c i f i c  o c c u p a t i o n a l  groups a l s o  formed 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l  u d i n g  a  Medical S o c i e t y  (1804)  and A g r i c u l t u r a l  
S o c i e t y  (1818) .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i n e a r  development of t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  i n t e n s i f i e s ,  and 
eas tward  expans ion  i s  i n i t i a t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
development a t  t h e  head of t h e  Blacks tone  Canal c o r r i d o r .  
E l  sewhere ,  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  remains t h e  r u l e ,  
a l t h o u g h  a  number of secondary  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  do develop .  By 
p e r i o d ' s  end ,  Main S t r e e t  i s  h e a v i l y  developed w i t h  commercial ,  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  from Linco ln  Square  
sou th  t o  t h e  common. 

The n o r t h e r n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  a t  L inco ln  Square was s o l i d i f i e d  
w i t h ;  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church (1791 ) ,  T h i r d  
County Courthouse (1 8 0 3 ) ,  County J a i l  (1  81 9 ) ,  and A n t i q u a r i a n  
S o c i e t y  Hall (1819-20) .  The a r e a  a l s o  remains t h e  main commercial 
f o c u s  w i t h  t h e  S a l i s b u r y  and Waldo s t o r e s .  The s o u t h e r n  end of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  more c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  by t h e  town h a l l  (1825)  on t h e  
common and t h e  B a p t i s t  church  ( 1 8 1 3 )  f u r t h e r  e a s t .  Development of 
t h e  a r e a  between on Main S t r e e t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  C a l v i n i s t  church  
( 1 8 2 3 ) ,  a  number of commercial s t r u c t u r e s ,  a bank c l u s t e r  between 
Cen t ra l  and Mechanic S t r e e t s ,  and t h e  high-income r e s i d e n c e s  of 
" N o b i l i t y  H i l l , "  t h e  r a i s e d  t e r r a c e  on t h e  west s i d e  of Main 
S t r e e t .  

Ex tens ions  e a s t  occur  a long  School S t r e e t  toward t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
complex a t  t h e  head of t h e  B lacks tone  Canal ( 1 8 2 8 ) ,  and a long t h e  
common on Mechanic, F r o n t ,  and South ( l a t e r  F r a n k l i n )  S t r e e t s .  
The e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  d e f i n e d  by Summer S t r e e t .  The 
County House of C o r r e c t i o n  i s  b u i l t  he re  i n  1819. A second 
i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  ( i n c l u d i n g  a  d i s t i l l e r y )  deve lops  he re  a t  t h e  
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canal  ( l a t e r  Washington S q u a r e ) ,  and a  brewery i s  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
head of Gra f ton  S t r e e t .  The Mechanic S t r e e t  bury ing  ground i s  
opened i n  1793, and t h e  P i n d  P l a i n  bu ry ing  ground, f u r t h e r  e a s t ,  
i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1828. 

Ou t s ide  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  secondary  i n d u s t r i a l  development o c c u r s  
on a  number of small waterpower s i t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  I s a i a h  Thomas 
paper  mi l l  (1794)  on t h e  B lacks tone  R ive r ,  and t h e  S towel l  f u l l i n g  
(1785)  and c a r p e t  (1804)  m i l s  on Middle River  n o r t h  o f  Pakachoag 
Hi1 1 .  By p e r i o d ' s  end,  s m a l l ,  p e r i p h e r a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  c l u s t e r s  
have developed a t  t h e  Middle P i v e r  m i l l s  (Che l sea  S t r e e t  a r e a ) ,  
Tatnuck ( P l e a s a n t / C h a n d l e r  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n ) ,  and Webster 
Square  (Main S t r e e t ) .  

Economic Base 

A t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  Revo lu t iona ry  War, Worces ter  was s t i l l  a  
r e l a t i v e l y  small town d e s p i t e  i t s  s t a t u s  a s  t h e  county s e a t ;  i t  
ranked t h i r d  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  behind B r o o k f i e l d  and S u t t o n  w i t h  j u s t  
o v e r  2000 i n h a b i t a n t s .  The town 's  economic base  was p r i m a r i l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  a  number of small c r a f t  shops which produced 
p o t t e r y ,  rope ,  watches ,  c l o c k s ,  s h o e s ,  h a t s ,  hand c a r d s ,  and hand 
woven c l o t h  and c a r p e t s .  Seve ra l  t a v e r n s  and s t o r e s ,  among them 
t h e  s u r v i v i n g  1790 S a l i s b u r y  s t o r e ,  provided s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  town 
and i t s  v i s i t o r s  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  county  c o u r t s .  The 1791 
Massachuse t t s  v a l u a t i o n  r e t u r n s  l i s t e d  two t a n n i n g  houses ,  one 
s l a u g h t e r  house,  t h r e e  p a t  and p e a r l  ash works,  e i g h t  saw and 
g r i s t  m i l l s  and f o u r  f u l l i n g  m i l l s .  In 1794 I s a i a h  Thomas e r e c t e d  
a  two v a t  paper  m i l l  a t  Quinsigamond V i l l a g e  which con t inued  t o  
o p e r a t e  under s e v e r a l  owners u n t i l  purchased i n  1846 by Ichabod 
and C h a r l e s  Washburn f o r  t h e i r  South Works. 

The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  town ' s  land  i n  1791 was s t i l l  i n  woodland o r  
unimproved, bu t  by t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n c r e a s i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  of 
l and  were improved a s  t i l l a g e ,  p a s t u r e ,  and mowing . In 1791 
f o r e s t  and unimproved l a n d  t o t a l l e d  more than  12 ,000 a c r e s ;  by 
1831 l e s s  than  5000 a c r e s  were woodland o r  unimproved, w i t h  t h e  
l a r g e s t  amounts of land  i n  p a s t u r a g e  (10 ,262 a c r e s ) ,  Eng l i sh  
mowing (3932 a c r e s ) ,  and t i l l a g e  (1925 a c r e s ) .  Major c r o p s  were 
Ind ian  c o r n ,  hay, and o a t s .  Beef ,  po rk ,  and d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  of 
m i l k ,  b u t t e r ,  and c h e e s e ,  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  In 1818, t h e  
Worcester  County Agr icul  t u r a l  S o c i e t y  was o rgan ized  i n  Worces ter ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  n a t u r e  and i n c r e a s i n g  market  
o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  town ' s  and c o u n t y ' s  l e a d i n g  f a r m e r s .  T h e i r  
f i r s t  e x h i b i t i o n  was held t h e  next  y e a r  i n  Worces ter .  

The e a r l  i e s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  growth o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  
and t e x t i l e  machinery i n d u s t r i e s .  As e a r l y  a s  1789,  
f a c t o r y - o r g a n i z e d  t e x t i l e  manufac tu r ing  was a t t empted  by t h e  
Worces ter  Cotton Mfg. Co. which e s t a b l i s h e d  a  small  f a c t o r y  on 
Mill  Brook nea r  School S t r e e t  and produced v a r i o u s  t y p e s  of c o t t o n  
c l o t h  by hand. A small  hand c a r d  f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  7789, 
and t h e  e a r l i e s t  wool c a r d i n g  machines were i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  
town i n  1803. Hand weaving of c a r p e t s  was commmenced i n  1804 by 
P e t e r  and Ebenezer S t o w e l l ,  b u t  i t  was not  u n t i l  1810 t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  wa te r  powered s p i n n i n g  of c o t t o n  y a r n  occur red  a t  
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T r o w b r i d g e v i l l e  o r  New Worces ter  on K e t t l e  Brook a t  t h e  m i l l  of 
Joshua  Hale.  Add i t iona l  t e x t i l e  manufac tu r ing  f i r m s  were not  
e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1820s ;  by 1832 t h e  U.S. S e c r e t a r y  of 
t h e  T r e a s u r y ' s  Repor t  on Manufac tu re r s  l i s t e d  two S a t i n e t  m i l l s  on 
Curtis Pond nea r  Webster Square ,  a  woolen f a c t o r y  on Middle River  
a t  South Worces t e r ,  and t h e  C l a r k e v i l l e  Cot ton  Mfg. Co. 

The manufac ture  of t e x t i l e  machinery began about  1811 when Wil l iam 
Movey developed and produced a  s h e a r i n g  machine. In  1812 E a r l e  
and Wil l iams made c o t t o n  and wool s p i n n i n g  and c a r d i n g  machines.  
By 1832 a t  l e a s t  seven machine shops  produced a  v a r i e t y  of 
c a r d i n g ,  s p i n n i n g ,  weaving, and s h e a r i n g  machines f o r  t h e  growing 
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  

The p roduc t ion  of t e x t i l e  machinery began a  long  t r a d i t i o n  of 
metal working i n  Worces ter .  On 1825 t h e  f i r s t  cupola  f u r n a c e  i n  
Worcester  Co., and probably  t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  was e r e c t e d  by 
William Wheeler who had o p e r a t e d  an i r o n  foundry i n  Worcester  
s i n c e  1812. Wire drawing was begun about  1815 b u t  i t  was not  
u n t i l  1831 t h a t  Ichabod Washburn and Benjamin Jodard  began drawing 
w i r e  f o r  wood screws and c a r d  w i r e  i n  N o r t h v i l l e ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  
company t h a t  was t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  of t h e  very l a r g e  American Wire 
and S t e e l  Co. and t h e  l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

The McLane Report of 1832 a1 so l i s t e d  a  l e a d  p ipe  works,  
W i t h e r b e e ' s  plow and farm implement f a c t o r y  which was t h e  
f o r e r u n n e r  of an i m p o r t a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  implement i n d u s t r y  i n  
Worces t e r ,  a  woolen ware manufac to ry ,  s e v e r a l  shoe and c a b i n e t  
shops ,  t h e  Morse c u t l e r y  manufac tory ,  a  brewery nea r  Washington 
Square ,  a  ha t  manufac to ry ,  and a  twine  manufac tory .  

In 1824 coal  was d i s c o v e r e d  sou th  of  Coal Mine Brook n e a r  Lake 
Quinsigamond and t h e  Worces ter  Coal Co. was formed. The i n v e s t o r s  
hoped t h i s  coal  would supply  t h e  a r e a ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  and be expor t ed  
on t h e  Blacks tone  Canal then  under c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Loca l ly  i t  was 
used i n  t h e  Trumbell and Ward Brewery s i t u a t e d  on t h e  canal  b a s i n ,  
b u t  i t  proved t o  be of low q u a l i t y  w i t h  many i m p u r i t i e s  and t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  were abandoned seve raL  y e a r s  l a t e r .  

Perhaps t h e  major e v e n t  i n  t h e  economic development of Worcester  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  B lacks tone  Canal 
from Prov idence  t o  Worces ter .  The opening of t h e  canal  i n  1828 
marked t h e  beginning  of changes i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  c h a r a c t e r ,  lowered 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s ,  and provided  Worcester  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  new 
markets  and a  t i d e - w a t e r  p o r t .  The canal  doubled r e a l  e s t a t e  
v a l u e s  w i t h i n  six m i l e s  of  i t s  bed, c r e a t e d  new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  a s  a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  and power 
s o u r c e ,  and s t a r t e d  a  l a r g e  i n f l u x  of I r i s h  l a b o r e r s  who worked on 
t h e  c a n a l ,  and l a t e r  on t h e  r a i l r o a d s .  As t h e  n o r t h e r n  t e rminus  
of  t h e  c a n a l ,  Worcester  ga ined  i n f l u e n c e  and impor tance  a s  a  
c o l l e c t i o n  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  goods t o  and from n o r t h e r n  
and c e n t r a l  Worcester  County. 
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  W h i l e  i t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  and 
doub le  chimney house t y p e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be b u i l t ,  no p e r i o d  
d w e l l i n g s  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  A d d i t i o n s  made t o  t h e  S a l i s b u r y  
Mans ion i n  1818 a r e  t h e  b e s t  s u r v i v i n g  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  domes t i c  
F e d e r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : No p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  e x t a n t .  The t h i r d  c o u n t y  
c o u r t h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1803 f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  1751 
s t r u c t u r e  t o  a  p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g .  Ten s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  c o n s i s t i n g  
o f  one-room b u i l d i n g s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1800. 

Commercia l  : By t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  Main  S t r e e t  had become t h e  
commerc ia l  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  town. Wh i l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i  1  d i n g s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x i s t  a l o n g  Ma in  S t r e e t  between L i n c o l n  Square and 
t h e  Common, by t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  s t r e e t  was l i n e d  w i t h  
two-  and t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b l o c k s  and a l s o  i n c l u d e d  a  few g r a n i t e  
s t r u c t u r e s .  The f i r s t  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  were b u i l t  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
end o f  Main  S t r e e t ,  and t h e  s o u t h e r n  end t ended  t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  
g r a n i t e - f  r o n t  rows. 

The o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  t h e  L e v i  L i n c o l n  
b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  downtown W o r c e s t e r  (ca .  1818, 1830) ,  and 
t h e  Chadwick I n n  ( 1  797)  and S t e a r n s  Tave rn  ( 1 8 1 2 ) ,  b o t h  G e o r g i a n  
p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  As i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  no b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e  f r o m  
t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  W o r c e s t e r ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  deve lopment  due t o  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  deve lopment  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d  t o  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
M a j o r  i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  fo rmed f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Rev01 u t i o n  were:  wool  
and c o t t o n  ca rdmak ing  (1798 ) ,  s t a g e  and c a r r i a g e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
(1808) ,  screwmaking (1809 ) ,  and t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  mach ine ry  and 
c a s t i n g s  (1812 ) .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  (1830-1870)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes  

Worces te r  became t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a  r e g i o n a l  r a i l  ne two rk ,  and an 
i n t r a u r b a n  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  was i n i t i a t e d .  The i n i t i a l  e a s t / w e s t  
r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n  i s  t h e  Bos ton  and Worces te r  R a i l r o a d  o f  1831. 
T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by t h e  Weste rn  R a i l r o a d  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  ( 1839 ) ,  
t h e  No rw i ch  and Worces te r  (1840, w i t h  t r a c k s  a c r o s s  t h e  common), 
t h e  P r o v i d e n c e  and W o r c e s t e r  (1847, a l o n g  t h e  o l d  c a n a l  c o r r i d o r ) ,  
and t h e  Worces te r  and Nashua (1848 ) .  The n o r t h e r n  r o a d  t e r m i n a l  
was a t  L i n c o l n  Square, and t h e  o t h e r  l i n e s  had s t a t i o n s  a t  F o s t e r  
S t r e e t ,  Green S t r e e t ,  and Washington Square.  The ma in  f r e i g h t  
y a r d  was e a s t  o f  Wash ing ton  Square between Shrewsbury and F r a n k l i n  
S t r e e t s .  

I n  1849-50,  Ma in  S t r e e t  was paved w i t h  g r a n i t e  s t o n e s  f r o m  F r o n t  
S t r e e t  n o r t h  t o w a r d  L i n c o l n  Square, and  F r o n t  S t r e e t  was paved 
e a s t  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g .  The Worces te r  Ho rse  R a i l w a y  beg ins  
s e r v i c e  i n  1863, f r o m  t h e  L i n c o l  n / H a r r i  n g t o n  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
s o u t h  on Main S t r e e t  t o  New Worces te r ,  w i t h  b ranches  e a s t  on F r o n t  
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and Gra f ton  S t r e e t s  t o  t h e  Washington Square d e p o t ,  and a  
s h o r t - l i v e d  branch west on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  t o  West S t r e e t .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

T h i s  pe r iod  i s  marked by ex t remely  r a p i d  growth of t h e  town. 
D u r i n g  t h e  40 y e a r s  t h e  town ' s  s i z e  i n c r e a s e d  by n e a r l y  t e n  t i m e s ,  
frow 4 ,173 i n  1830 t o  41,105 i n  1870. This  expans ion  was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a p i d  d u r i n g  t h e  decades of t h e  1840s when t h e  r a t e  
of growth e q u a l l e d  127%. An i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  growth was 
t h e  con t inued  m i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  town of f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
I r i s h ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e  town of f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
I r i s h ,  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Ry 1855, t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  f o r  which a c c u r a t e  
f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  more than  4,000 I r i s h  were r e s i d e n t  i n  
Worces ter .  They were by f a r  t h e  most numerous group w i t h i n  t h e  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  e q u a l l e d  over  25% of t h e  t o t a l  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  Other  groups w i t h i n  t h e  town inc luded  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  
S c o t s ,  Germans, and i n  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers, Canadians .  The town 's  
more complex economy made i t  an a t t r a c t i v e  employment c e n t e r  f o r  
n a t i v e  Yankees a s  w e l l .  While t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  were c o n c e n t r a t e d  
i n  p o s i t i o n s  a s  l a b o r e r s  and domes t i c s ,  and i n  t h e  l e s s  s k i l l e d  
f a c t o r y  j o b s ,  t h e  Yankees had a  wider  range of o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The 
i n d u s t r i a l  component of t h e  town ' s  economy was v a r i e d  a s  well a s  
l a r g e ,  w i t h  a  number of m a n u f a c t u r e r s  employing s k i l l e d  workers  i n  
l a r g e  numbers. Manufac tur ing  was t h e  primary employment of t h e  
town, b u t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  number remained employed i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  
supp ly ing  t h e  needs f o r  p e r i s h a b l e s  by a  l a r g e  and dense  
p o p u l a t i o n .  In c o n t r a s t  t o  o t h e r  county  towns,  a  wider  range of 
both o l d  and new middle c l a s s  o c c u p a t i o n s .  In 1840, compara t ive ly  
l a r g e  numbers of t h e  townsmen were employed i n  commerce and t h e  
l e a r n e d  p r o f e s s i o n s .  By 1875, e q u a l l y  e x c e p t i o n a l  numbers were 
employed i n  t r a d e  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  a s  well  a s  government and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s .  In both s i z e  and d i v e r s i t y  t h e  town he ld  
a  unique p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  

A c l u e  t o  t h e  v a r i e t y  of c u l t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  town can be found i n  
t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  number of churches  t h a t  were formed d u r i n g  t h i s  
t ime of r a p i d  growth. The l a r g e s t  number added were i n  t h e  
v a r i o u s  P r o t e s t a n t  denominat ions .  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  brought  
t h e i r  number t o  f i v e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  fo rma t ion  of 
Union i n  1836,  Salem S t .  i n  1847, and Plymouth i n  1869. Most 
i m p o r t a n t ,  however, was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
Ichabod Washburn, of  t h e  f r e e  Mission Chapel f n  1855. Here 
Washburn and h i s  l ike-minded f e l l o w  r e f o r m e r s  worked t o  use 
e v a n g e l i c a l  r e l i g i o n  a s  t h e  c o r e  of t h e i r  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  " o r d e r "  
t o  t h e  working c l a s s  and e t h n i c  communities based on t h e i r  v a l u e s  
of t h r i f t ,  temperance,  and hard work. Methodfs ts  a l s o  added a  
number of new c o n g r e g a t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i n c l u d i n g  T r i n i t y  
(1831-34) ,  Laurel S t .  ( 1 8 4 5 ) ,  Webster Square ( 1 8 6 0 ) ,  and Grace 
( c a .  1867) .  B a p t i s t s  added two s o c i e t i e s ,  i n  1841 and 1853,  and 
U n i t a r i a n s  added a  second c h u r c h ,  Uni ty ,  i n  1845. New P r o t e s t a n t  
s o c i e t i e s  were a l s o  formed a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Episcopal  
A11 S a i n t s  i n  1836,  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  (1841 1, and t h e  town became an 
i m p o r t a n t  f o c u s  f o r  t h e  S o c i e t y  of F r i e n d s  from 1846 a s  an 
a l t e r n a t i v e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  Uxbridge Monthly Meeting. The town he ld  
a  number of M i l l e r i t e s  who formed a  Second Advent s o c i e t y  i n  
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1842. L a t e r  (1860)  a  group of t h e  D i s c i p l e s  of  C h r i s t  (growing 
o u t  of reform groups of t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  emphasized a  
s imple  u n i f y i n g  f a i t h )  formed a  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  town. The town ' s  
b l a c k s  o r g a n i z e d  Zion Methodis t  church i n  1846,  a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  of 
t h e  Af r i can  Methodis t  Zion Church i n  America. 

Of p a r t i c u l a r  impor tance ,  however, was t h e  beginning  of Roman 
Ca tho l i c i sm i n  t h e  r e g i o n  t o  s e r v e  t h e  l a r g e  I r i sh -domina ted  
group. By 1834, s e r v i c e s  were c e l e b r a t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime ,  and 
by 1841 a  chapel  was c o n s t r u c t e d .  In 1845 t h e  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  p a r i s h  
was formed and S t .  J o h n ' s  Church b u i l t .  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  
growing p o p u l a t i o n  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  second church ,  S t .  Ann's .  A t  
p e r i o d ' s  end ,  a  t h i r d  c h u r c h ,  S t .  Paul ' s ,  was b u i l t  i n  1869,  and 
f o r  t h e  French-speaking  p o p u l a t i o n ,  Notre Dame d e s  Candi ens i n  
1870. The community a l s o  formed a  number of a u x i l  i a r y  v o l u n t a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  i n c l  u d i n g  t h e  F a t h e r  Mathew Tota l  Abs t inence  S o c i e t y  
( 1 8 4 9 ) ,  t h e  S t .  J o h n ' s  Mutual R e l i e f  S o c i e t y ,  Young C a t h o l i c  
F r i end  S o c i e t y  ( b o t h  1 8 4 9 ) ,  a s  well  a s  t h e  Jackson Guards ( t o  
1 8 5 5 ) .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  no te  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  M t .  S t .  
James Seminary i n  1842, f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of p r i e s t s ,  l a t e r  t h e  
c o r e  of Holy Cross  C o l l e g e .  

Apar t  from t h e  e f f o r t s  of r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  most common f o r c e  f o r  
c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  town came from i n c r e a s i n g  numbers of temperance 
groups ;  t h e  i s s u e  came b e f o r e  t h e  town and c i t y  government 
r e p e a t e d l y ,  and d i v i d e d  t h e  town on c l a s s  a n d  e t h n i c  l i n e s .  Other  
i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  t h a t  r e v e a l e d  t h e  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n s  were 
a n t i - s l a v e r y ,  w i t h  a  range of p o s i t i o n s  from c o n c i l i a t o r y  through 
g a r r i s o n i a n  a l l  i n  Worces ter .  W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n  t h e  n a t i v i s t  Know-Nothing p a r t y  ga ined  f o l l o w e r s  h e r e .  
The f e a r s  t h a t  l ed  t o  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e s e  views had e a r l i e r  
l e d  t h e  town ' s  e l i t e  businessmen and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  t o  
promote a  s h i f t  t o  a  c i t y  from a  town form of l o c a l  government,  a s  
well a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a  p o l i c e  f o r c e  t o  p rov ide  muscle 
behind t h e i r  reform g o a l s  f o r  t h e  growing urban community. T h i s  
e l i t e  group con t inued  t o  use  e d u c a t i o n  and v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
t o  d e f i n e  themse lves  and t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  More e d u c a t i o n a l l y  
o r i e n t e d  c l u b s  were formed, i n c l u d i n g  a  number of m i l i t a r y  
companies ,  an H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  (1 831 ), H o r t i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  
( 1 8 4 0 ) ,  Law L i b r a r y  (18421, musical  g roups ,  t h e  Young Men's 
L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  (18521,  which merged w i t h  t h e  Lyceum (1856)  
and l a t e r  formed t h e  b a s i s  f o r  an e a r l y  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  i n  1859;  
t h e  Masons r e o r g a n i z e d  and formed s e v e r a l  l odges  a s  d i d  t h e  Odd 
Fe l lows.  The most i m p o r t a n t  new o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  however, was t h e  
Mechanics A s s o c i a t i o n  (1842)  formed by m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and some 
s k i l l e d  mechanics .  They o rgan ized  f a i r s ,  ran  summer s c h o o l s ,  
drawing c l a s s e s  f o r  a p p r e n t i c e s ,  and c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  
a tmosphere of encouraging  i n n o v a t i o n .  

Seve ra l  o t h e r  developments  w i t h i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s p h e r e  took 
p l a c e  a t  t h i s  t ime .  The town 's  system of i n f a n t ,  p r imary ,  and 
grammar s c h o o l s  was capped by t h e  C l a s s i c a l  and Eng l i sh  H i g h  
School (1845) .  A Truant  Schoo l ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  poor farm, d e a l t  
w i t h  t h a t  r e c u r r e n t  problem. A Manual Labor High School had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1832. Higher e d u c a t i o n  was provided by t h e  Female 
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Col lege (18561, Oread I n s t i t u t e  (1848) a n d  Worcester County Free 
I n s t i t u t e  o f  Indus t r ia l  Science (1862, l a t e r  Worcester Polytechnic 
I n s t i t u t e ) .  

C .  Settlement Pa t te rn  

Expansion a n d  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  transform the cent ra l  v i l l age  area 
i n t o  a complex urban nucleus, as the central  valley f i l l s , a  n d  
set t lement  pushes u p  the surrounding h i l l s i d e s .  Peripheral  
indus t r i a l  complexes develop on the many r a i l  cor r idors  radia t ing  
from the cen te r ,  a n d  secondary indus t r i a l  growth takes place on 
avai lab le  outlying water power s i t e s .  The period sees the 
development o f  d i s t i n c t i v e  commercial a n d  i ndus t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  as  
well as high, middle, a n d  low income res iden t i a l  neighborhoods. 
Barber (1839) c a l l s  Worcester "one o f  the f i n e s t  a n d  most 
considerable inland v i l l ages  in the New England s t a t e s . "  Growth 
over the next three  decades make i t  one o f  the na t ion ' s  important 
urban-industr ia l  cen te r s .  

By per iod ' s  end, h i g h  density set t lement  covers the cent ra l  
va l l ey ,  bounded roughly by Main a n d  Southbridge S t r e e t s  on the 
west, Summer, Water, a n d  Millbury S t r e e t  o n  the e a s t ,  Lincoln 
Square t o  the north,  a n d  Lafayette S t r e e t  t o  the south. A 
concentrated res iden t i a l  sec tor  i s  es tabl i shed  u p  a n d  over the 
h i l l  west o f  the va l l ey ,  bounded by Highland S t r e e t  on the north,  
Beacon S t r e e t  on the south,  a n d  extending west as f a r  as  West, 
F r u i t ,  Newberry, a n d  Wellington S t r e e t s .  To the e a s t ,  a separa te  
working-class c l u s t e r  develops north of the Pine Meadow Burial 
Ground. Less dense set t lement  surrounds the in tens ive ly  occupied 
cent ra l  area:  t o  the northeast  u p  Lincoln S t r e e t  a n d  the slopes 
o f  Green H i l l ,  t o  the e a s t  u p  Chandler, O a k ,  a n d  U n i o n  H i l l s ,  
south between Ward a n d  Millbury S t r e e t s ,  southwest along Main 
S t r e e t ,  a n d  west between Pleasant a n d  Chandler S t r e e t s .  

Indus t r ia l  expansion continues in the es tabl i shed  zone e a s t  o f  
Main S t r e e t  a n d  south of Lincoln Square. Major new indus t r i a l  
growth, however, occurs a t  points around the edge of the cent ra l  
buil t-up area ,  e spec ia l ly  where the r ad ia t ing  r a i l  1  ines emerge. 
These major indus t r i a l  s i t e s  include the Washburn a n d  Moen North 
Wire Works, north of Lincoln Square; the Washburn Iron Works eas t  
o n  B 1  oomi ngdale (Frank1 i n )  S t r e e t ;  a n d  the Junction Shops, located 
where Boston a n d  Albany, Norwich a n d  Worcester, a n d  Providence a n d  
Worcester r a i l  l i n e s  come together .  Further o u t  i s  the indus t r i a l  
development a t  S o u t h  Worcester, i n  the sec to r  between the 
Providence a n d  Worcester, a n d  Boston a n d  Albany t r a c k s ,  w i t h  
mult iple  foci a t  the S o u t h  Wire Works o f  Washburn a n d  Moen, the 
Adriat ic  Woolen Mil l s ,  a n d  the Tain ter  Machine S h o p ,  a n d  sca t te red  
worker housing i n  the areas  between. The Quinsigamond Wire Works 
(1870) a re  es tabl i shed  even f a r t h e r  south o n  the Blackstone River 
co r r idor ,  a n d  a secondary set t lement  develops around them. 
Text i le  mil 1 development continues on  Ket t le  Brook (Cherry Val l ey ,  
Jamesv i l l e ) ,  Beaver Brook a n d  Middle River (New Worcester), a n d  a t  
Tatnuck i n  the northeast .  All o f  these out lying areas  developed 
some res iden t i a l  c lus te r ing  near the mi l l s .  

Main S t r e e t  between Lincoln Square a n d  Madison S t r e e t  becomes 
almost exclusively commercial during the period, a t  f i r s t  w i t h  
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two- t o  f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  commercial b l o c k s ,  and l a t e r  w i t h  l a r g e r  
t h r e e -  t o  s i x - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s .  While through most of t h e  pe r iod  
t h e  commercial c o r r i d o r  e x t e n d s  only  from t h e  common n o r t h ,  i n  t h e  
a860s a  secondary  f o c u s  deve lops  sou th  of t h e  common a t  Federa l  
( t h e n  Frank1 i n )  Square .  Commercial development a1 so beg ins  t o  
ex tend  a  block t o  t h e  e a s t  and west of t h e  Main S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  development beg ins  t o  push o u t  of t h e  v a l l e y  i n  t h e  
1830s and 1840s ,  a s  commercial a c t i v i t i e s  t a k e  over  t h e  o ld  Main 
S t r e e t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r r i d o r .  New h i g h  income d i s t r i c t s  develop  t o  
t h e  west on Crown H i l l ,  t h e  L inco ln  E s t a t e  (Elm/Chestnut  S t r e e t s ) ,  
and Harvard S t r e e t .  To a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  high income r e s i d e n c e s  
a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  n o r t h e a s t  of Lincoln  Square ,  e a s t  of Summer S t r e e t  
on Chandler  and Belmont h i l l s ,  and t o  t h e  southwest  a long Main 
S t r e e t  and some of t h e  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  between Main and Beacon. 
R e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l l e y  i s  p r i m a r i l y  c o t t a g e  and 
m u l t i f a m i l y  hous ing  f o r  t h e  growing working c l a s s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
d i s p e r s e d  through t h e  a r e a  sou th  and e a s t  of t h e  common. The main 
immigrant group i s  t h e  I r i s h ,  w i t h  s t r o n g  c l u s t e r s  i n  t h e  Green 
S t ree t /Temple  S t r e e t  a r e a  around S t .  J o h n ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church 
( 1 8 4 5 ) ,  between Shrewsbury S t r e e t  and P ine  C o u r t ,  and on t h e  west 
s l o p e  of  Vernon Hi l l  a long t h e  Ward/Millbury S t r e e t  a x i s .  

The p e r i o d  i s  marked by expans ion  and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of both 
r e l i g i o u s  and s e c u l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The number of churches  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e .  Although they  c o n t i n u e  t o  be b u i l t  on Main 
S t r e e t ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n s i v e  commercial development of t h i s  a r e a  new 
church  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s h i f t s  t o  s i d e  s t r e e t s  ( E l m ,  P l e a s a n t ,  
Chatham) on t h e  h i l l  west of  Main ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  landmark S t .  
P a u l ' s  Ca thedra l  of  1 8 6 9 ) ,  i n  t h e  common/Salem Square a r e a  
( 1 8 4 0 s ) ,  and on Main south  of Madison. S m a l l e r ,  p o o r e r  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  l o c a t e  i n  t h e  conges ted  c e n t r a l  a r e a  e a s t  of Main 
S t r e e t .  Churches a l s o  begin  t o  l o c a t e  i n  working c l a s s ,  immigrant 
neighborhoods of t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  S t .  J o h n ' s  on Temple 
S t r e e t  (1835,  1 8 4 5 ) ,  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  C i t y  Mission (1854)  on Summer 
S t r e e t ,  and S t .  Anne's on Shrewsbury S t r e e t  ( a f t e r  1855) .  

As t h e  county s e a t ,  Worcester  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be a  c e n t e r  of p u b l i c  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S t a t e  Luna t i c  Hosp i t a l  (1831,  w i t h  
a d d i t i o n s  i n  1835-36)  on Summer S t r e e t ,  and t h e  f o u r t h  County 
Courthouse (1845)  a t  L inco ln  Square .  However, t h e  c e n t r a l  
s e c u l a r ,  landmark i s  Mechanics Hall (1857)  on Main S t r e e t .  

A number of e d u c a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l o c a t e  a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a .  In t h e  s o u t h e r n  Main S t r e e t  a r e a ,  Worcester  
Academy ( m i d  1830s t o  l a t e  1 8 4 0 s )  o p e r a t e s  u n t i l  i t s  r e l o c a t i o n  t o  
Union H i l l ,  a s  does t h e  Oread (Women's) I n s t i t u t e  (1848) .  To t h e  
nor thwes t  of Lincoln  S q u a r e ,  a long  S a l i s b u r y  S t r e e t ,  a r e  l o c a t e d  
t h e  Highland M i l i t a r y  Academy and t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of  I n d u s t r i a l  
Sc ience  (1868,  l a t e r  t h e  Worces ter  P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e ) .  In t h e  
s o u t h ,  on Packachoag H i l l ,  a  C a t h o l i c  seminary ( l a t e r  Holy Cross  
C o l l e g e )  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1842. Elm Park (New Common) i s  deeded 
t o  t h e  c i t y  i n  1854. P e r i p h e r a l ,  M t .  Auburn-type c e m e t a r i e s  a r e a  
opened,  w i t h  Rural Cemetery (1838)  on Grove S t r e e t ,  and Hope and 
S t .  J o h n ' s  c e m e t e r i e s  ( b o t h  1852)  i n  t h e  sou thwes t .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Worcester



D. Economic Base 

The p e r i o d  between t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  c a n a l  and t h e  C i v i l  War 
marked W o r c e s t e r ' s  f i r s t  i n d u s t r i a l  boom. Between 1835 and 1848 
f i v e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  were  opened f r o m  Worces te r  t o  Bos ton ,  New 
York, A lbany ,  P r o v i d e n c e ,  New London, and o t h e r  c i t i e s .  The 
c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  more t h a n  q u i n t u p l e d  i n  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s .  

The i n c r e a s e d  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  l e d  t o  t h e  deve lopment  o f  a  
d i s t i n c t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d i s t r i c t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1820s e a s t  
o f  Ma in  S t r e e t .  An i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  deve lopment  o f  t h i s  
a r e a  and i n  t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  new b u s i n e s s e s  was t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  
r e n t a l  f a c t o r i e s  by t h e  l o c a l  g e n t r y .  Between 1829 and 1832 
S tephen  S a l i s b u r y  I 1  e r e c t e d  t h e  C o u r t  M i l l s ,  l o c a t e d  j u s t  s o u t h  
o f  L i n c o l n  Square.  These m i l l s  r e n t e d  space and power t o  s m a l l  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  t h u s  f r e e z i n g  t h e  s m a l l  companies  f r o m  t h e  expanse 
o f  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r s h i p .  T h i s  sys tem a l l o w e d  many mechan ics  t o  work 
i n  c l o s e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  each o t h e r ,  an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  
i n n o v a t i v e  and i n v e n t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  W o r c e s t e r ' s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  
As b u s i n e s s  deve loped  i n  t h e  r e n t e d  q u a r t e r ,  many moved on t o  
b u i l d  t h e i r  own f a c t o r i e s  o r  i n t o  l a r g e r  q u a r t e r s  b u i l t  t o  o r d e r  
f o r  them by S tephen  S a l i s b u r y  11. T h i s  p a t t e r n  o f  f a c t o r i e s  w i t h  
r e n t a l  space and power was d u p l i c a t e d  i n  1835 by  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  
t h e  M e r r i f i e l d  B u i l d i n g  a l o n g  U n i o n  S t r e e t ,  t h e  Red M i l l  
( p r e - 1 8 4 0 )  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  Crompton Loom Works, and t h e  e x t a n t  
j u n c t i o n  and Lower J u n c t i o n  shops i n  1851 and 1854 a l o n g  t h e  
Western  and  No rw i ch  & W o r c e s t e r  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  
and wes t  o f  t h e  i n i t i a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d i s t r i c t  be l ow  L i n c o l n  
Square.  The j u n c t i o n  shop was one o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  m i l l  b u i l d i n g s  
i n  Worces te r  when b u i l t ,  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  power f r o m  two 50  
ho rsepower  steam e n g i n e s  made by  C o r l i s s  & N i g h t i n g a l e  o f  
P r o v i d e n c e ,  R . I .  D u r i n g  t h e  1850s,  t h e  J u n c t i o n  Shop housed 
manu fac tu res  o f  m a c h i n i s t s '  t o o l s ,  w a t e r  whee ls ,  and m e t a l  
c a s t i n g s ;  wood w o r k e r s ;  t e x t i l e  and wood -wo rk i ng  m a c h i n e r y  makers;  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  o f  c a l l i o p e s ,  l o c k s ,  c a r d - s e t t i n g  mach ines ;  and t h e  
J u n c t i o n  Found ry ,  w h i c h  m a n u f a c t u r e d  c a s t  i r o n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
ornament .  The Lower J u n c t i o n  shop was f i r s t  o c c u p i e d  by  a  gun 
m a n u f a c t u r e r  and l a t e r  as  a  woo len  m i l l .  

A d i s a s t e r o u s  f i r e  i n  1854 i n  t h e  L i n c o l n  Square i n d u s t r i a l  
d i s t r i c t  and economic  s lump u n t i l  t h e  C i v i l  War s i g n a l l e d  t h e  end 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  i n d u s t r i a l  boom i n  t h e  c i t y  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  m a j o r  
l a n d  use p a t t e r n s  and i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t  o f  t h e  c i t y  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  

A second i n d u s t r i a l  boom was b r o u g h t  on by  t h e  C i v i l  War, 
s t i m u l  a t i n g  r a p i d  p o p u l  a t i o n  g r o w t h  i n  a  p a t t e r n  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  
i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h ,  i n i t i a l l y  
f u e l e d  by w a r t i m e  demands f o r  arms, u n i f o r m  and b l a n k e t  c l o t h ,  
l e a t h e r ,  and gun c a r r i a g e s ,  c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  t h e  war as t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d i s t r i c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l i e r  expanded and came t o  
be dom ina ted  by  l a r g e  o w n e r - o p e r a t e d  companies  i n  l a r g e  f a c t o r y  
complexes.  Space i n  t h e  r e n t a l  f a c t o r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be a  
b r e e d i n g  g round  f o r  new f i r m s ,  however ,  as W o r c e s t e r ' s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  base g r e a t l y  expanded. 
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Impor tant  developments  and expans ion  occur red  i n  many of t h e  
W o r c e s t e r ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  making t h e  c i t y  second i n  New England only 
t o  Boston a s  a  manufac tur ing  c e n t e r .  Major growth occur red  i n  t h e  
metal working i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  w i r e ,  guns ,  machine t o o l s ,  
pape r ,  wood, t e x t i l e ,  and metal-working machinery,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
t o o l  s ,  r a i l  road c a r s ,  s t r u c t u r a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i r o n .  

One of t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  metal-working f i r m s  i n  Worcester  was 
t h a t  of Ichabod Washburn. The s i t e  of t h e  North Works of t h e  
Washburn and Moen Mfg. Co. on Grove S t r e e t  was f i r s t  occupied  i n  
1835 i n  a  f a c t o r y  b u i l t  by Stephen S a l i s b u r y  and powered by t h e  
wa te r  of S a l i s b u r y  Pond, n e a r l y  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h a t  purpose .  There 
Washburn produced c a r d  w i r e  and f i n e  w i r e .  Washburn expanded t h e  
company, pu rchas ing  t h e  N o r t h v i l l e  Works i n  t h e  l a t e  1830s ,  a  s i t e  
a t  South Worcester  which became t h e  C e n t r a l  Works i n  1840,  and i n  
1846 t h e  s i t e  of t h e  South Works i n  Quinsigamond, where t h e  f i r s t  
r o l l i n g  mil l  i n  Worcester  was e r e c t e d .  This  growth was s t i m u l a t e d  
by t h e  development of t h e  t e l e g r a p h  and t h e  demand f o r  t e l e g r a p h  
w i r e  a f t e r  1847; by t h e  p roduc t ion  of f i n e  p iano  wi re  i n  t h e  
1850s ;  and t h e  p roduc t ion  of c a r d  w i r e  and c r i n o l i n e  wi re  f o r  hoop 
s k i r t s .  A c o t t o n  m i l l  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  North Works ( e x t a n t )  i n  
1863 t o  produce t h e  c l o t h  t o  cove r  t h e  c r i n o l i n e  wi re  a s  t h e  f i r m  
con t inued  t o  branch i n t o  new a r e a s  of p r o d u c t i o n .  

By 1865 t h e  t h r e e  w i r e  m i l l s  employed n e a r l y  700 people and 
produced goods worth $1.5 m i l l i o n .  In 1869 major expans ion  a t  t h e  
North Works began,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  complex which remains today .  
Many t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advancements were made by Washburn d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d :  a  con t inuous  ha rden ing  and temper ing  p r o c e s s  f o r  c a s t  
s t e e l ,  and a  c o n t i n u o u s  a n n e a l i n g ,  c l e a n i n g ,  and g a l v a n i z i n g  
p rocess  employed i n  t e l e g r a p h  w i r e  p r o d u c t i o n .  

By 1860 Worcester  was t h e  l e a d i n g  manufac tu re r  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
t o o l s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  Seve ra l  l a r g e  f i r m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Ames 
Plow Co. l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  r e b u i l t  Cour t  M i l l s  ( f o r m e r l y  Ruggles ,  
Nourse, & Mason), Wal t e r  A. Wood Co., and Richardson Mfg. Co. 
l o c a t e d  on P r e s c o t t  S t r e e t  n o r t h  of Lincoln  Square  produced l a r g e  
q u a n t i t i e s  of plows, mowing machines ,  hay t e d d e r s ,  and manure 
s p r e a d e r s .  

E i g h t  t e x t i l e  machinery m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  c h i e f  among them t h e  
Crompton Loom Works, o p e r a t e d  by 1865, producing more t h a n  $1 
m i l l  i o n  worth of machinery and employing n e a r l y  600 hands. 
Although Wil l iam Crompton, t h e  i n v e n t o r  of t h e  fancy  woolen loom, 
b u i l t  t e x t i l e  machinery i n  Worcester  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  l a t e  1830s ,  
i t  was not u n t i l  1860 t h a t  George Crompton Williamson b u i l t  h i s  
own f a c t o r y  f o r  t h e  manufac tu re  of an improved broad f ancy  loom a t  
t h e  s i t e  of t h e  fo rmer  Red Nil1 on Green S t .  Other  i m p o r t a n t  
t e x t i l e  machinery m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were T.K.  E a r l e  & C o . ,  makers of 
machine c a r d s  i n  what was t h e  l a r g e s t  machine c a r d  f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y  when b u i l t  i n  1857; t h e  S a r g e n t  Card C l o t h i n g  Co. e r e c t e d  
t h e  s t i l l  e x t a n t  Sou thbr idge  S t r e e t  f a c t o r y  i n  1866, one of t h e  
most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  remain ing  i n  
Worces ter .  This  forms t h e  c o r e  of t h e  S a r g e n t  S t r e e t  
manufac tu r ing  d i s t r i c t  b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  from t h e  
J u n c t i o n  manufac tur ing  c e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  1860s and l a t e r .  Clo th  
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manufac tur ing  expanded t o  e l e v e n  woolens m i l l s  and two c o t t o n  
m i l l s  by 1865, l o c a t e d  most ly  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  c i t y  
a long K e t t l e  Brook i n  Cherry Va l l ey ,  on Middle Brook and a t  
Trowbr idgevi l  l e .  

W o r c e s t e r ' s  arms i n d u s t r y  expanded g r e a t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. 
Ethan Al len  & Co. produced c a r t r i d g e s ;  W . X .  S t evens  p a t e n t e d  t h e  
S tevens  P la toon  G u n  i n  1862; Char l e s  S .  Coleman inven ted  a  breach 
l o a d i n g  g u n ;  and B.F .  J o s l y n  a  new r i f l e  i n  1856. Nearly a l l  t h e  
i ron-working  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p roduc t ion  
of o rd inance  f o r  t h e  government a l s o .  Nathan Washburn of t h e  
Washburn c a r t o n  manufac tory  produced r i f l e  b a r r e l  i r o n  f o r  t h e  
S p r i n g f i e l d  Armory; Osgood Bradley swi tched  from Ra i l road  c a r s  and 
c a r r i a g e s  t o  g u n  c a r r i a g e s  and f o r g e s ;  and L.W. Pond b u i l t  r i f l e d  
cannon w i t h  t h e  J o d a r d ,  Rice & C O .  Machine Shops. 

Impor tant  growth a l s o  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l e a t h e r  and boot  and shoe 
i n d u s t r i e s  a s  Worces ter  became t h e  l e a d i n g  manufac tu re r  of b o o t s  
and shoes  and l e a t h e r  i n  t h e  county  by mid-century .  A number of 
f a c t o r i e s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  sou th  and west of Washington Square 
a long  Water and H i g h  S t r e e t s  ( a n  1850s f a c t o r y  on Water S t r e e t  
s t i l l  s u r v i v e s ,  though i n  d i s r e p a i r .  1. 

The manufac ture  of paper  p r o d u c t s  such a s  enve lopes  and g r e e t i n g  
c a r d s  was launched i n  Worcester  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1850s a f t e r  t h e  
i n v e n t i o n  of an envelope  f o l d i n g  machine by Dr. Russel C .  Hares of 
Worces ter .  By t h e  mid  1860s ,  Worcester  was t h e  l e a d i n g  
manufac tu re r  of enve lopes  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  con t inued  mechanical 
improvements and expans ion  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n .  

W i t h  t h e  r ap id  growth i n  W o r c e s t e r ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  s e c t o r  and 
p o p u l a t i o n  came an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  c i t y ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  
use .  By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  Worces ter  c o n t a i n e d  more farms 
than  any o t h e r  town i n  t h e  county and had more land  under t i l l a g e ,  
more cows, and l e d  i n  t h e  p roduc t ion  of n e a r l y  eve ry  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
commodity o v e r  a l l  t h e  towns i n  Worces ter  County. 

Market Gardens and small  d a i r y  fa rms s u p p l i e d  t h e  l a r g e  and 
growing p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  f r u i t ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  mi lk ,  meat ,  b u t t e r ,  
c h e e s e s ,  and g r a i n s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  development expanded g r e a t l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  E l i a s  C a r t e r ,  t h e  f i r s t  of numerous a r c h i t e c t s  t o  work i n  
Worcester  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  began h i s  c a r e e r  t h e r e  i n  
1829. He remained i n  Worcester  u n t i l  t h e  1840s d e s i g n i n g  Greek 
Revival s t y l e  houses.  By m i d  c e n t u r y ,  s i x  more a r c h i t e c t s  had 
a r r i v e d  i n  Wroces ter .  E l b r i d g e  Boyden and E d w i n  Lamb ach ieved  t h e  
w i d e s t  s u c c e s s .  C a r t e r ' s  houses were g e n e r a l l y  t w o - s t o r y ,  
h ipped- roof ,  Greek Revival dwell  i n g s ,  many w i t h  two-s to ry  
p o r t i c o s .  Examples a r e  t h e  Levi Dowley House (1842)  and t h e  
Draper Ruggles House ( 1 8 4 8 ) .  The form remained popu la r  and 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  adapted  I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s  
evidenced i n  t h e  HOratio Tower House (1850) .  Temple- f ront  houses 
a p p a r e n t l y  enjoyed a  b r i e f  p o p u l a r i t y .  
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The predominant house form was t h e  gab le -end ,  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p lan  
which spanned t h e  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  assuming t h e  d e t a i l s  of each 
c u r r e n t  s t y 1  i s t i c  t r e n d .  C a r p e n t e r  Gothic  dwell  i n g s  were a1 s o  
e r e c t e d  a t  mid c e n t u r y ,  a l though  only  a  few remain i n  a  
we1 1  -p rese rved  s t a t e .  

The I t a l  i a n a t e  i n f l u e n c e  reached Worcester  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1850s ;  
however, few h i g h  s t y l e  examples a r e  e x t a n t .  None of t h e  s tuccoed  
" v i l l a s "  des igned  by E l  b r i d g e  Boyden f o r  h i l l  s i d e  " e s t a t e s "  
s u r v i v e .  A few frame v i l l a s  remain ,  b u t  t h e  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p lan  
con t inued  t o  be t h e  most common house p lan  of t h e  p e r i o d .  The 
g r e a t e s t  number a r e  found today i n  t h e  Oxford-Crown H i l l  D i s t r i c t .  

Two oc tagonal  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  e x t a n t :  t h e  E l  i a s  Crawford House 
(1851 ) and t h e  Barbe r  House ( 1 8 5 5 ) .  

Pos t  C i v i l  War domest ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e  fo l lowed  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d s .  A 
s i g n i f i c a n t  number of n a t i v e  a r c h i t e c t s  were p r a c t i c i n g  i n  
Worcester  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Of t h e  t w e n t y - t h r e e  a r c h i t e c t s  i n  
town b e f o r e  1890, t h e  most p o p u l a r  appea r  t o  have been E l b r i d g e  
Boyden (Boyden and S o n ) ,  Stephen E a r l e  ( a  former  s t u d e n t  of 
C a l v e r t  Vaux and of Boyden),  James F u l l e r  ( F u l l e r  and E a r l e ,  
1867-1896; F u l l e r  and E a r l e ,  1867-1896; F u l l e r  and Delano, 
1879-1901 ) ,  Amos P.  C u t t i n g  (1867-1896) ,  A l b e r t  Barber  (Barbe r  and 
Nourse, 1880-1905),  Walter  B .  Nourse ( i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of Amos P .  
C u t t i n g  pre-1880;  Barber  and Nourse, 1880-1905),  and John B .  
Woodworth ( 1  877-1893).  

Popu la r  and h i g h - s t y l e  Second Empire d w e l l i n g s  were e r e c t e d  
beginning  i n  t h e  1850s ,  and by t h e  l a t e  1860s s e v e r a l  V i c t o r i a n  
Gothic  houses had been b u i l t  a long  Main S t r e e t  South.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  mental h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  s t a t e  was b u i l t  
i n  Worcester  i n  t h e  1830s and may have been t h e  work of El i a s  
C a r t e r .  The f o u r t h  county  c o u r t h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1844. 
The g r a n i t e ,  Greek Revival b u i l d i n g  was des igned  by Ammi B .  
Young. W o r c e s t e r ' s  tremendous growth d u r i n g  t h i s  c r e a t e d  t h e  need 
f o r  numerous neighborhood s c h o o l s .  By 1840,  t h e r e  was a  s h i f t  
from t h e  one-room school  b u i l d i n g  t o  l a r g e r ,  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  such 
a s  t h e  Oxford S t r e e t  School (1847)  and t h e  A s h  S t r e e t  School 
(1850) .  Many of t h e s e  s c h o o l s  were des igned by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s ,  
such a s  El b r i d g e  Boyden's Cambridge S t r e e t  School house #1 (1869) .  
A l a r g e  number of t h e s e  b r i c k  schoo lhouses  s u r v i v e .  

Numerous o t h e r  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  b u i l d i n g s  were a l s o  e r e c t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Of s p e c i a l  no te  i s  t h e  l a t e  Greek, o r  
c l a s s i c a l  l y - i n s p i  red Mechanics Hal 1  (1 8 5 7 ) .  Other  exampl e s  
i n c l u d e  Fenwick Hall (1852)  a t  Holy Cross  Co l l ege  and Boynton Hall 
(1868)  a t  Worcester  P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e .  Ea r ly  "Romanesque" 
i n f l u e n c e d  churches  a r e  Main S t r e e t  B a p t i s t  (1853,  1 8 5 5 ) ,  Mission 
Chapel ( 1 8 5 4 ) ,  and t h e  C a t h e d r a l  of S t .  Paul (1869) .  

Commercial development con t inued  t o  i n c r e a s e  a long  Main S t r e e t ,  
augmented by t h e  opening  of t h e  Blacks tone  Canal i n  1828. Between 
t h e  Common and Lincoln  Square ,  two- and f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  
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c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k s  were  e r e c t e d .  The Greek R e v i v a l  i n f l u e n c e  was 
s t r o n g  be tween  t h e  m i d  1 8 3 0 s  up u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1840s  when f o u r -  
and f i v e - s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  b l o c k s  w i t h  c a s t  i r o n  f r o n t s  were  b e i n g  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  A s m a l l e r  number o f  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  were  f a c e d  
w t i h  s a n d s t o n e  o r  g r a n i t e .  Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
commec ia l  d i s t r i c t  began t o  expand  s o u t h w a r d  t o w a r d  p r e s e n t - d a y  
F e d e r a l  Square ,  and t h e  newer  b u i l d i n g s  d i s p l a y e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
t h e  t h e n  p r e v a i l i n g  Second E m p i r e  and V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  s t y l e s .  
W h i l e  many o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  commec ia l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  
have  been a l t e r e d ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  examp les  a r e :  H a r r i n g t o n  C o r n e r  
( 1 8 5 0 ) ,  t h e  S t e v e n s  B u i l d i n g  ( 1 8 5 1 - 7 8 ) ,  t h e  Q u i n s i  gamond Bank 
B u i l d i n g  (18541,  t h e  Babcock and C o l t o n ' s  B l o c k s  ( b o t h  e r e c t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 s ) ,  and t h e  F i r s t  S t a t e  M u t u a l  L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  
Company B u i l d i n g  ( 1 8 7 0 ) .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  Cana l  p r o m o t e d  t h e  
g r o w t h  o f  i n d u s t r y  a s  w e l l  as  commerce i n  W o r c e s t e r .  Some o f  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  " r e n t a l  " f a c t o r i e s :  t h e  C o u r t  M i l l s  
( 1 8 2 9 ) ,  t h e  M e r r i f i e l d  B u i l d i n g  ( 1 8 3 5 - 4 0 ) ,  and Red M i l l  ( p r e  1 8 4 0 )  
b e i n g  among t h e  e a r l y  examp les ,  one o f  w h i c h  s u r v i v e s .  A l l  t h e s e  
p r e  1 8 4 0  m i l l s  were  w a t e r - p o w e r e d .  O f  t h e  p o s t  1840,  
s team-powered  r e n t a l  m i l l s ,  t h e  J u n c t i o n  ( 1  851 ) and  Lower  J u n c t i o n  
Shops s u r v i v e  and a r e  s t u c c o  o v e r  a  s t o n e  r u b b l e .  The A d r i a t i c  
M i l l  ( 1 8 5 4 )  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1 8 6 0  b y  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  Crompton  
M i l l s .  P o s t  C i v i l  War m i l l  b u i l d i n g s  were  g e n e r a l l y  t w o -  o r  
t h r e e - s t o r y ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  a  s t a i r  
t o w e r / l o a d i n g  bay on t h e  s h o r t e r ,  g a b l e  end. Some o f  t h e s e  l a t e r  
p e r i o d  m i l  1  b u i l d i n g s  were  o r n a t e  I t a l  i a n a t e  and Second Empi r e  
s t r u c t u r e s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870-1  91 5 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The B o s t o n ,  B a r r e  and G a r d n e r  R a i l r o a d  opens s e r v i c e  i n  1871.  I n  
1873  t h e  s team-powered W o r c e s t e r - S h r e w s b u r y  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  opens 
s e r v i c e  on a  l i n e  f r o m  W a s h i n g t o n  Square ,  r u n n i n g  e a s t  p a r a l l e l  t o  
t h e  B o s t o n  a n d  A l b a n y  t r a c k s ,  t h e n  l o o p i n g  t o  Lake  V iew on Lake 
Q u i n s i g a m o n d ,  w i t h  t e r m i n u s  a t  L i n c o l n  P a r k .  E l e c t r i c  s e r v i c e  
b e g i n s  on t h i s  l i n e  i n  1891,  when i t  becomes t h e  C o n s o l i d a t e d  
S t r e e t  R a i l w a y .  The same y e a r  s e r v i c e  i s  i n i t i a t e d  on M a i n  S t r e e t  
on t h e  W o r c e s t e r - L e i c e s t e r  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y ,  and i n  1 8 9 3  t h e  
W o r c e s t e r - M i l  1  b u r y  E l e c t r i c  R a i l  way b e g i n s  s e r v i c e .  The B o s t o n  
and W o r c e s t e r  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1901, and has i t s  
t e r m i n u s  a t  Salem Square ,  f o l l o w i n g  i n  p a r t  t h e  o l d  s team r a i l w a y  
r i g h t - o f - w a y .  

By p e r i o d ' s  end,  a  comp lex  r a d i a l  n e t w o r k  o f  r a i l w a y  l i n e s  
c o n n e c t s  t h e  c e n t r a l  c i t y  w i t h  o u t l y i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  
a r e a s ,  as  w e l l  a s  w i t h  s u r r o u n d i n g  towns .  The c e n t r a l  f o c i  o f  
t h i s  s y s t e m  a r e  t h e  W a s h i n g t o n  Square  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t ,  L i n c o l n  
Square ,  and t h e  Salem Square/Common a r e a ,  a l l  c o n n e c t e d  a l o n g  
m a j o r  downtown s t r e e t s .  To t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  l i n e s  r u n  on M a i n  
S t r e e t  t o  L e i c e s t e r ,  S t a f f o r d  S t r e e t  t o  J a m e s v i l l e ,  and t h e n  s o u t h  
o n  James and S o u t h  L u d l o w  t o  Auburn .  From Webs te r  Square  l i n e s  
r u n  on Webster  S t r e e t  t o  Hope Cemete ry ,  and on 
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Cambri dge-Can te rbu ry -Hammond-Sou thbr i  dge t o  downtown. A 1  i n e  runs  
s o u t h  on S o u t h b r i d g e  S t r e e t  t o  Auburn, w i t h  a  b r a n c h  on  C o l l e g e  
S t r e e t - C l a y  S t r e e t .  A l i n e  r u n s  e a s t  on F r a n k l i n - G r e e n  t o  K e l l e y  
Square, where b ranches  r u n  on M i l l b u r y  S t r e e t  t o  Qu ins igamond  
V i l l a g e ,  and on Vernon-Upsula-Providence-Ballard-Millbury S t r e e t  
t o  M i l l b u r y .  A l i n e  f r o m  F r o n t  S t r e e t - G r a f t o n  S t r e e t  r u n s  
s o u t h e a s t  on G r a f t o n  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  b ranches  on H a m i l t o n  S t r e e t ,  
B l o o m i n g d a l e  Road, and M i l  1  b u r y  Avenue. 

From Washington Square,  a  l i n e  r u n s  on Be lmont  S t r e e t  e a s t  t o  
Shrewsbury ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  b ranches .  N o r t h  f r o m  Wash ing ton  Square, 
1  i n e s  r u n  on L i n c o l n  S t r e e t  t o  Boy1 s t o n ,  B u r n c o a t  S t r e e t - N o r t h  
Avenue-Barber  Avenue t o  West B o y l s t o n ,  Grove S t r e e t  t o  Ho lden  
( w i t h  a  West B o y l s t o n  S t r e e t  b r a n c h )  and S a l i s b u r y  S t r e e t  t o  
F o r e s t  S t r e e t .  A l i n e  r u n s  n o r t h w e s t  f r o m  Main on  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  
t o  Ta tnuck ,  w i t h  s e v e r a l  b ranches ,  and on Chand le r  S t r e e t  t o  Pa rk  
Avenue, t h e n  s o u t h  t o  M i l l  S t r e e t  and Webster  Square. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  c i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow r a p i d l y ,  i t s  pace was 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  s l o w e r  t h a n  d u r i n g  t h e  k e y  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  
Second i n  t h e  r e g i o n  as a  whole ,  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  c i t y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  
s i z e  by  f o u r  t i m e s  f r o m  41,105 i n  1870 t o  162,697 i n  1915. Growth 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  between 1895 and 1900 when t h e  c i t y  added 
20,000 t o  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n .  I m m i g r a t i o n  rema ined  an i m p o r t a n t  
f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  g row th ,  and d u r i n g  t h i s  e r i o d ,  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  
t h e  f o r e i  gn -born  p o p u l a t i o n  changed s i  g n i  f i c a n t l y .  Not  o n l y  d i d  
t h e  number o f  g roups  coming  t o  t h e  c i t y  i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  t h e i r  
o r i g i n ,  o u t s i d e  Canada and t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  made them 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  u n f a m i l i a r  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d  t h e  F r e n c h  Canadians c o n t i n u e d  t o  a r r i v e  i n  t h e  c i t y  i n  
l a r g e  numbers. A l t h o u g h  t h e  I r i s h  were t h e  most numerous g roup  i n  
t h e  town t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  number n e a r l y  e q u a l l e d  them by  
p e r i o d ' s  end. Nex t  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e  were t h e  Swedes, who came 
i n  l a r g e  numbers b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1880s,  and by  1915 n e a r l y  
e q u a l l e d  t h e  I r i s h  and Canad ians  i n  t o t a l .  O t h e r  g roups  t h a t  came 
i n  l a r g e  numbers were R u s s i a n  F i n n s ,  Po les ,  I t a l i a n s ,  as w e l l  as 
c o n t i n u i n g  i m p o r t a n t  E n g l i s h  m i g r a t i o n .  The c i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
o f f e r  a  range  o f  o c c u p a t i o n s  t o  newcomers and r e s i d e n t s '  c h i l d r e n  
as  w e l l .  The i n d u s t r i a l  component rema ined  dominant ,  w i t h  f i r m s  
g r o w i n g  l a r g e r ,  i n  b o t h  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t e d  and l a b o r  employed, 
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  O f  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  men employed i n  t h e  
town i n  1915, 56% were employed i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  La rge  numbers 
were a l s o  employed i n  t r a d e  and c l e r i c a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  a  c o n t r a s t  t o  
most r e g i o n a l  commun i t i es .  Fewer women found  employment i n  
f a c t o r i e s  t h a n  i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  t e x t i l e  towns, and t u r n e d  t o  domes t i c  
and c l e r i c a l  work f o r  income. E t h n i c i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b r i n g  
s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  as t h e  I r i s h  and F r e n c h  moved i n t o  
t h e  more s k i l l e d  j o b s  i n  t h e  b o o t  and shoe i n d u s t r y ,  Swedes i n t o  
i r o n ,  Yankees i n  machine,  P o l e s  and F i n n s  t o  t h e  u n s k i l l e d  f a c t o r y  
work,  w h i l e  I t a l i a n s  d i d  n o n f a c t o r y  u n s k i l l e d  work and  Jews went 
i n t o  s m a l l  bus inesses .  

The v a r i e t y  o f  c u l t u r e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  can  s t i l l  be seen most  e a s i l y  
t h r o u g h  c h u r c h  f o r m a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  numbers o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  
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too  1  a r g e  t o  a1 low i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  some gene ra l  comments 
can be made. P r o t e s t a n t  denominat ions  con t inued  t o  add 
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  1  a r g e  numbers: t h r e e  new Congregat ional  
s o c i e t i e s  i n  t h e  1880s a l o n e ,  a s  well  a s  a  number of c h a p e l s  i n  
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s .  B a p t i s t s  a l s o  added s u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  w i t h  
f o u r  new churches  i n  j u s t  t h e  1880s.  The E p i s c o p a l i a n s  took u p  
t h e  goal of evange l i sm,  s e t t i n g  and accompl i sh ing  t h e  goal of a  
church i n  each quadran t - -gospe l  c h u r c h e s - - e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  
The s m a l l e r  denomi n a t i o n s  too  added c h u r c h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
U n i t a r i a n s ,  Universa l  i s t s ,  and Method i s t s .  New groups a l s o  came 
t o  t h e  c i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  Free  B a p t i s t s  and C h r i s t a d e l  ph ians .  The 
Black community added a  t h i r d  church  w i t h  t h e  fo rma t ion  of t h e  M t .  
O l ive  B a p t i s t  i n  1885. The Roman C a t h o l i c  Church con t inued  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  new churches  a s  t h e i r  c o r e l i g i o n i s t s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  
number: i n  1874 t h e  c i t y  was f i r s t  subd iv ided  i n t o  f o u r  
geograph ica l  and one n a t i o n a l  ( F r e n c h )  p a r i s h .  In t h e  y e a r s  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  e l e v e n  new churches  were formed, both geographic  and 
more n a t i o n a l  ( f o r  example,  S t .  Cas imir  f o r  L i t h u a n i a n s ,  Our Lade 
o f  Czestochowa f o r  P o l e s ,  and Our Lady of M t .  Carmel f o r  
I t a l i a n s ) .  As t h e  number of Scand inav ians  i n  t h e  c i t y  i n c r e a s e d ,  
new P r o t e s t a n t  churches  were formed p a r t i  cul a r l y  by t h e  Swedes, 
i n c l u d i n g  Evange l i ca l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t ,  B a p t i s t ,  Lu the ran ,  and 
U n i t a r i a n .  Germans and Norwegians a1 so formed a  Lutheran church .  
Armenians formed both t h e  f i r s t  Armenian Evange l i ca l  P r o t e s t a n t  
and Armenian A p o s t o l i c  churches  i n  t h e  coun t ry  h e r e  i n  t h e  1890s. 
The S y r i a n  Orthodox formed a  church  i n  1905,  t h e  Greek Orthodox i n  
1914. The growing Jewish community formed two c o n g r e g a t i o n s  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  pe r iod .  

P a r a l l e l  t o  church  fo rma t ion  t h e  c i t y ' s  e t h n i c  groups formed a  
f u l l  range of v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and s e l f - h e l p  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
These o r g a n i z a t i o n s  he lped  i n d i v i d u a l s  a d j u s t  t o  t h e  new 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of l i f e  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and i n  some i n s t a n c e s  
k e p t  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  a1 i v e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among t h e  French 
Canadians where t h e  i d e a l s  of s u r v i v a n c e  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i m p o r t a n t .  However, churches  and c l u b s  r e i n f o r c e d  landguage and 
c u l t u r e  t h a t  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  working c l a s s  i n t o  a  number of 
e x c l u s i v e  communit ies .  For t h e  immigrants  of t h i s  p e r i o d  were 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  working c l a s s :  making u p  70% of t h e  c i t y ' s  
b l u e - c o l l a r  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  t h e y  made u p  even l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n s  of 
l e s s  s k i l l e d  employment i n  i r o n ,  s t e e l ,  w i r e ,  and domest ic  a r e a s .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  d i v e r s i f i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  base  meant 
workers  held d i s s i m i l a r  t r a d e s ,  and l i t t l e  s ense  of common 
i n t e r e s t s  developed.  I t  i s  not  s u r p r i s i n g  then  t h a t  Worcester  was 
known a s  a  town w i t h  l i t t l e  l a b o r  u n r e s t  o r  o r g a n i z i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s .  E t h n i c i t y  and t r a d e  s t i f l e d  t h e  development o f  c l a s s  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n .  

A t  t h e  same t ime i t  would be a  mis t ake  t o  u n d e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  power 
of t h e  c i t y ' s  l e a d e r s  i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  community and d i r e c t i n g  
i t s  f u t u r e .  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  of f i r m s  fo rma l i zed  t h e  i n t e r l o c k i n g  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e  c i t y ' s  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s .  Cont ro l  of t h e  c i t y ' s  
government,  and t h e  f a i l u r e  of e i t h e r  p a r t y  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  
concerns  of t h e  worker added p o l i t i c a l  power t o  economic 
dominance. The expanding middle c l a s s  and c o n t i n u i n g  n a t i v i s t  
s e n t i m e n t s  among Yankees s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  e l i t e  t h e  g o a l s  of 
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con t ro l l ing  the foreign workers. The primary method remained 
temperance, as groups came i n t o  c o n f l i c t  over the a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
the few l e i s u r e  hours. Some members o f  each e thnic  group adopted 
temperance values, fo r  individual advancement a n d  s t a b i l i t y ,  a n d  
organizations endorsed i t  fo r  e thnic  s o l i d a r i t y  as  well a s  
accepting middle c l a s s  values.  The Swedes i n  p a r t i c u l a r  were 
successful i n  a d a p t i n g  t o  the indus t r i a l  cu l ture  o f  the period. 

This e l i t e  continued t o  use voluntary associa t ions  t o  show t h e i r  
power a n d  interconnectedness.  To the range o f  groups operating in 
the Early Indus t r ia l  period were added a Board of Trade, 
Associated Char i t i e s ,  Young Men's Chr is t ian  Association, Rotary, 
a n d  Knights o f  Columbus. Owner a n d  s k i l l e d  manufacturers 
continued to  organize together  i n  such associa t ions  as the 
Builders '  Exchange, Granite Dealers, E lec t r i ca l  Contractors ,  
Machine Tool Builders,  Employers, National Metal Trades 
associa t ions .  Evidence o f  Gilded Age concern w i t h  a r t  a n d  
cosmopolitan pursui t s  were the formation of more musical 
organiza t ions ,  more thea t res  in the c i t y ,  the Worcester Art Museum 
i n  1898. Pa ra l l e l ing  the e r a ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  organizing the l e i s u r e  
o f  the w o r k i n g  c l a s s  was the formation o f  country c lubs ,  beginning 
i n  1898. 

C .  Sett lement Pa t te rn  

Dramatic transformations in the urban landscape continued as a 
new, l a r g e r  sca le  o f  set t lement  was achieved, with b o t h  a n  
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the cent ra l  a rea ,  a n d  extensive 
indus t r i a l  a n d  r e s iden t i a l  expansion. By per iod ' s  end, the 
development o f  out lying manufacturing d i s t r i c t s  a n d  the spread of  
s t r e e t c a r  suburbs h a d  led t o  growth of  the bui l t -up area t o  the 
eas tern  a n d  western borders o f  the c i t y ,  a n d  well in to  the 
highlands north a n d  south o f  the central  val ley.  To the e a s t ,  
development spread u p  Chandler Hi l l  a n d  o u t  along the Belmont 
S t r e e t  a n d  Shrewsbury S t r e e t  co r r idors ,  a n d  suburban growth began 
in the Lake Park area west o f  Lake Quinsigamond. To the north,  
the Lincoln S t r e e t  area extended o u t  t o  Burncoat S t r e e t .  
Separate,  outlying c l u s t e r s  developed f u r t h e r  north along West 
Boylston S t r e e t  a t  Greendale, a n d  on the e a s t  shore o f  Indian 
Lake. To the northewest, suburban expansion t o o k  place along 
Sal isbury,  Highland, P leasant ,  June, a n d  Chandler S t r e e t s ,  a n d  on  
Richmond Avenue. To the  west o f  the cent ra l  d i s t r i c t ,  the e n t i r e  
sec to r  between Park Avenue a n d  Main S t r e e t  was developed, with 
extensions in to  Columbus Park e a s t  o f  Coes Reservoir, a n d  west 
along M a i n  S t r e e t  toward Cherry Valley. Development spread and 
i n t e n s i f i e d  in the lowland f r inge  region between Main S t r e e t  and 
Millbury S t r e e t  southwest t o  Cambridge S t r e e t .  East o f  Millbury 
S t r e e t  a n d  Water S t r e e t ,  set t lement  pushed u p  Vernon Hill  a n d  
Grafton Hill a n d  extended o n  Hamilton S t r e e t  beyond Plantat ion 
S t r e e t .  To the south,  a d i s t i n c t  c l u s t e r  emerged a t  Quinsigamond 
Village.  

I n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  a n d  ve r t i ca l  expansion continued in the cent ra l  
d i s t r i c t ,  w i t h  the growth a n d  mul t ip l ica t ion  o f  banks, o f f i c e  
bui ld ings ,  department s t o r e s ,  a n d  manufacturing es tabl  ishments. 
The three-  t o  s ix - s to ry  commercial blocks of  d o w n t o w n  were 
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overshadowed a f t e r  t h e  l a t e  1890s by a  number of t e n -  t o  
e l e v e n - s t o r y  s t e e l  - f rame s t r u c t u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  landmark S t a t e  
Mutual (18981, S l a t e r  (19071, and Park (1914)  b u i l d i n g s  on Main 
S t r e e t .  The e q u a l l y  imposing Bancro f t  Hotel (1914)  was l o c a t e d  on 
F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t ,  on t h e  southwest  s i d e  of t h e  Common. Monumental 
Union S t a t i o n s  were b u i l t  e a s t  of Main S t r e e t  i n  1875 and 1909. 
Cen t ra l  c i v i c  landmarks were r e b u i l t  on a  l a r g e r  s c a l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  C i t y  Hall (1898)  and t h e  Cour thouse  (1878,  1 8 9 8 ) ,  c e n t r a l  h i g h  
s c h o o l s  were added,  and mass ive  b r i c k  and masonry churches  were 
b u i l t  west of downtown and southwest  a long  Main S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  development focused  a t  e i t h e r  end of t h e  Main S t r e e t  
commercial c o r r i d o r ,  and extended i n t o  t h e  h igh lands  t o  t h e  wes t .  
L incoln  Square ,  a t  t h e  n o r t h  end of Main S t r e e t ,  became t h e  
pr imary  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s ,  w i t h  North High School (1889,  1 9 1 6 ) ,  
t h e  Armory ( 1 8 9 0 ) ,  t h e  Worces ter  H i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y  (1890) ,  t h e  
Worcester  Art Museum ( 1 8 9 8 ) ,  t h e  Worcester  Women's Club ( 1 9 0 2 ) ,  
and Boys' Trade School ( 1 9 0 9 ) .  A s m a l l e r  c l u s t e r  developed sou th  
of t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t  w i t h  t h e  Odd Fel lows Bu i ld ing  ( 1 9 0 6 ) ,  
Worces ter  Boys' C l u b  (19061, and Masonic Temple (1910) .  The new 
American A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y  b u i l d i n g  (1910)  was r e l o c a t e d  f a r  t o  
t h e  west a t  Park Avenue and S a l i s b u r y  S t r e e t .  

H o s p i t a l s ,  c o l l e g e s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and academies g e n e r a l l y  l o c a t e d  
on prominent  h i l l t o p  s i t e s  around t h e  edge of t h e  c e n t r a l  
d i s t r i c t .  The f i r s t  and pe rhaps  most s i g n i f i c a n t  development of 
t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  Mental Hosp i t a l  n o r t h  
of  Belmont S t r e e t  (1 871 - 7 9 ) .  C i t y  Hosp i t a l  and Memorial Hosp i t a l  
were l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  1880s,  and S t .  Vincent  Hosp i t a l  opened on 
Gra f ton  Hill i n  t h e  1890s.  The landmark Odd Fel lows S t a t e  Home 
was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  Greendale  i n  1892. Expansion of  Holy Cross  
Co l l ege  on Co l l ege  H i l l ,  Worces ter  P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e ,  and 
Worces ter  Academy con t inued  thorugh t h e  p e r i o d .  C l  a r k  U n i v e r s i t y  
was l o c a t e d  on South Main S t r e e t  i n  1889. Assumption C o l l e g e ' s  
main b u i l d i n g  was opened i n  t h e  no r thwes t  i n  1913. A g reen  be1 t 
of parks  a l s o  c i r c l e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  1890s ,  t h e  
l a r g e s t  of which was Green H i l l  Park e a s t  o f  Lincoln  S t r e e t .  

I n d u s t r i a l  development c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t  and 
outward a long t h e  r a d i a t i n g  v a l l e y  r a i l  c o r r i d o r s ,  and major new 
complexes were b u i l t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  w e s t ,  and s o u t h .  The Norton 
Company developed a  major complex and Greendale .  Expansion 
c o n t i n u e d  a long  t h e  Boston and Albany r a i l  c o r r i d o r ,  from t h e  
J u n c t i o n  Shops t o  beyond Webster Square.  To t h e  southwest  t h e  
Whi ta l l  C a r p e t  complex grew a t  Co l l ege  Square ,  and t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  
major development took p l a c e  a t  Washburn and Moen's Quinsigamond 
S t e e l  Works. A1 1  of t h e s e  developments  gene ra ted  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of mu1 t i  f a m i l y  worker  ;hous ing  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
manufac tu r ing  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  o f t e n  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i v e  e t h n i c  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s ,  such a s  t h e  Swedish communities a t  Greendale  and 
Quinsigamond V i l l a g e .  

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c e n t r a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  
were more dense ly  developed,  and a  number of mu1 t i s t o r y ,  b r i c k  
apar tment  neighborhoods emerged around t h e  downtown a r e a .  
Wood-frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  dominate ,  however, and w i t h  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Worcester



t h e  l o c a l  development of e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  1  i n e s ,  major expans ion  
of t h e  c i t y ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  zones took p l a c e .  New, s t y l i s h  middle 
and h i g h  income, s i n g l e - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b d i v i s i o n s  ex tended 
i n t o  t h e  h igh lands  nor th  and west  of downtown i n  t h e  E l m  Park 
a r e a ,  beyond Park Avenue, and i n  t h e  Woodland/May S t r e e t  a r e a  
a long  s o u t h e r n  Main S t r e e t .  Areas t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  e a s t ,  and nor th  
of t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  developed a s  e t h n i c ,  middle income and working 
c l a s s ,  m u l t i f a m i l y  ne ighborhoods .  A f t e r  1890,  e n t i r e  h i l l s l o p e s  
were s p e c u l a t i v e l y  developed w i t h  t h r e e - d e c k e r s ,  t h e  dominant 
hous ing  form of t h e  p e r i o d .  Throughout t h e  c i t y ,  neighborhood 
school  s ,  f i r e h o u s e s ,  s t o r e s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  and synagogues were b u i l t  
t o  s e r v e  t h e  growing p o p u l a t i o n .  

D .  Economic Base 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  development g e n e r a l l y  
fo l lowed t h e  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p rev ious  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  p lan  remaining  t h e  popu la r  form a t  l e a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  
e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d .  Approximately 5 ,700 d w e l l i n g s  were 
e r e c t e d  between 1898 and 1917. Local a r c h i t e c t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
produce popu la r  d w e l l i n g s  f o r  t h e  middle and upper c l a s s e s .  
Si xty-one a r c h i t e c t s  a r e  recorded  a s  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  Worcester  
between 1890 and 1918. George Clemence and F r o s t ,  Br iggs ,  and 
Chamberlain were added t o  t h e  l i s t  of t h o s e  a l r e a d y  p r a c t i c i n g  
b e f o r e  1890. 

V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  d w e l l i n g s  remained popu la r  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
decades of t h e  p e r i o d .  The F r a n k l i n  Wesson House ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  des igned  
by Amos P .  C u t t i n g ;  t h e  D .  Wheeler S w i f t  House ( 1 8 7 9 ) ;  and t h e  C .  
H. F i t c h  House (1878)  a r e  major  examples of t h e  s t y l e .  The 
p o p u l a r i t y  of t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of 
b u i l d i n g s  throughout  t h e  c i t y .  The houses of t h e  Norcross  
B r o t h e r s  (1878-79) ,  l o c a l  b u i l d e r s ,  appea r  t o  be some of t h e  
e a r l i e s t  examples of t h e  s t y l e .  Stephen E a r l e  was noted f o r  h i s  
Queen Anne d e s i g n s .  

Apartment houses began t o  be c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  1870s and were 
b u i l t  around Lincoln  Square ,  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  Chandler  S t r e e t ,  and 
a long  Main S t r e e t  South around Well i n g t o n  S t r e e t .  Apartment 
b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  20th 
c e n t u r y  and r e f 1  e c t e d  t h e  p r e v a i l  i n g  s ty1  i s t i c  t r e n d .  Notable  
examples a r e  t h e  V .  G .  Swan and Robinson b l o c k s ,  t h e  B r i g h t s i d e s  
des igned by F u l l e r  and Delano ( 1 8 8 9 ) ,  and t h e  B l i s s  Bu i ld ing  by 
Barker  and Nourse (1888) .  

Outnumbering a l l  of t h e  above were t h e  t h r e e - d e c k e r s  which were 
f i r s t  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1870s.  I n c r e a s e d  immigra t ion ,  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  of t h e  p o s t  C i v i l  War y e a r s ,  c r e a t e d  a  demand 
f o r  r e a s o n a b l y  p r i c e d  worker housing and t h e  m u l t i f a m i l y  
t h r e e - d e c k e r  was t h e  s o l u t i o n .  The o r i g i n  of t h e  t h r e e - d e c k e r  i s  
u n c e r t a i n .  They remain c o n c e n t r a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
a r e a s  sou th  and e a s t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  a l though  
they s u r v i v e  th roughou t  t h e  c i t y .  The a r c h i t e c t s ,  b u i l d e r s ,  and 
d e v e l o p e r s  who e r e c t e d  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  embe l l i shed  them w i t h  t h e  
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p o p u l a r  s t y 1  i s t i c  ornament  o f  t h e  day, i n c l  u d i n g  b r a c k e t t e d  
c o r n i c e s ,  bands o f  s h i n g l e d  s h e a t h i n g ,  and o f t e n  e l a b o r a t e  
po rches .  Many o f  t h e  t h r e e - d e c k e r s  have been demol i shed ,  and most 
o f  t h o s e  w h i c h  s u r v i v e  have undergone e x t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n  wh i ch  
g e n e r a l l y  i n v o l v e s  t h e  s t r i p p i n g  o f  ornament ,  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  
s y n t h e t i c  s i d i n g ,  and i n  some cases  removal  o f  f r o n t  po rches .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The m a j o r i t y  o f  s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
d a t a  f rom t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  when many p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e i t h e r  p u t  up t h e i r  f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  
r e b u i l  t / e n l a r g e d  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  

Churches o f  t h e  1870s t ended  t o w a r d  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  s t y l e ,  
w h i l e  t h o s e  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1880s and 1890s r e f l e c t  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  Romanesque R e v i v a l .  S tephen  E a r l e  was a  p o p u l a r  
p e r i o d  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t .  Examples o f  h i s  work  i n c l u d e  t h e  1885 
C e n t r a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church,  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  Romanesque R e v i v a l  
c h u r c h  i n  Worces te r ;  t h e  sands tone  and b r i c k  P i l g r i m  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  o f  1887; and S t .  M a r k ' s  E p i s c o p a l  Church,  
1888, w h i c h  was d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  work o f  H. H. 
R i cha rdson .  The 1894 Sou th  U n i t a r i a n  Church resembles  S t .  M a r k ' s  
i n  s e v e r i t y .  Un ion  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  (1895 )  i s  a  l a t e  G o t h i c  
d e s i  gn. Numerous p o s t  1900 ne ighbo rhood  chu rches  o f  s i m i l  a r  
p e i r o d  d e s i g n s  a l s o  s u r v i v e .  

A p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  and f i r e h o u s e s  a r e  a l s o  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  Worces te r  ne ighbo rhoods .  Some o f  t h e  popu l  a r  
l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  schoo lhouses  i n c l u d e :  George Clemence, B a r k e r  
and Nourse,  J. W .  Patson,  and W i l l i a m  Forbush.  B e g i n n i n g  i n  1873, 
t h e  c i t y  commiss ioned t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  ne ighbo rhood  f i r e h o u s e s ,  
many des igned  by t h e  p o p u l a r  l o c a l  f i r m s .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e s e  
w h i c h  s u r v i v e s  i s  t h e  1873 P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  f i r e h o u s e .  Those 
des igned  by F u l l e r  and Delano t ended  t o w a r d  t h e  Queen Anne; George 
Clemence f a v o r e d  t h e  Rena issance  R e v i v a l ;  numerous more e c l e c t i c  
s t r u c t u r e s  r e m a i n  i n t a c t .  

From t h e  l a t e  1880s t h r o u g h  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  c i t y ' s  
m a j o r  secondary  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  e r e c t e d  new b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  
p r e v a i l  i n g  p o p u l a r  s t y l e s .  These i n c l u d e  O'Kane H a l l  (1895)  a t  
H o l y  C ross  C o l l e g e ;  E l e c t r i c a l  L a b o r a t o r y  (1886-go) ,  Sa l  i s b u r y  
L a b o r a t o r i e s  (18881, and S t r a t t o n  H a l l  (1894)  a t  Worces te r  
P o l y t e c h n i c  I n s t i t u t e ;  C l a r k  Hal  1  ( 1887 ) ,  E n g i n e e r i n g  L a b o r a t o r i e s  
(18881, Adams H a l l  (18921, D e x t e r  H a l l  (18921, The Magaron 
(1896-1911 1, K i n g s l e y  L a b o r a t o r i e s  ( 1897 ) ,  and D a n i e l  s  Gymnasium 
(1915 )  a t  Worces te r  Academy. 

A new, V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  complex,  w h i c h  s u r v i v e s  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  
was b u i l t  between 1873-76 t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  e a r l i e r  W o r c e s t e r  County  
H o s p i t a l  f o r  t h e  I nsane .  

O t h e r  p e r i o d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  n o t e  a r e  t h e  Geo rg ian  
R e v i v a l  Amer ican A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y  (191  0 )  By Winslow, B ige low,  
and Wadsworth, t h e  Romanesque R e v i v a l  Worces te r  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y ,  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  Worces te r  War Memor ia l  and Worces te r  Boys 
C lub ,  t h r e e  C a r n e g i e  1  i b r a r i e s  o f  1913, t h e  Romanesque R e v i v a l  
Armory, a  new C i t y  H a l l  (1897-99) ,  an a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  
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by Stephen E a r l e  i n  1878,  fo l lowed by i t s  r e b u i l d i n g  and 
enlargement  i n  1898 i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  by t h e  f i r m  of Andrews, 
Jacques  and Ran tou l ;  and t h e  1900 Co lon ia l  Revival Greendale  
Improvement S o c i e t y  B u i l d i n g .  

Commercial: Most of t h e  s u r v i v i n g  commercial s t r u c t u r e s  i n  
downtown Worcester  d a t e  from t h i s  p e r i o d .  Ear ly  p e r i o d  s t y l e s  
t h a t  expe r i enced  p o p u l a r i t y  were t h e  Second Empire, V i c t o r i a n  
Gothic ,  and Queen Anne. By t h e  m i d  1890s ,  Main S t r e e t  was f u l l y  
developed a s  a  commercial c e n t e r .  Beginning i n  t h e  l a t e  1890s ,  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  row b u i l d i n g s  gave way t o  c l a s s i c a l l y - i n s p i r e d  
s k y s c r a p e r s .  S i g n i f i c a n t  examples of t h i s  new, " c o r p o r a t e '  
development a r e  t h e  U o r c e s t e r  Conso l ida ted  S t r e e t  Railway Barn 
(1893-1910) and t h e  Second S t a t e  Mutual Bu i ld ing  ( 1 8 7 1 ) ,  a t h e  
c i t y ' s  f i r s t  s k y s c r a p e r .  Other  n o t a b l e  p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e :  
t h e  F r a n k l i n  Bu i ld ing  ( 1 8 7 2 ) ,  Odd Fel lows Hall  ( 1 8 8 0 ) ,  Chase 
Bu i ld ing  ( 1 8 8 6 ) ,  Burns ide  Buil d ing  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  L o t h r o p ' s  Opera House 
(1 8 9 0 ) ,  Worcester  F i v e  Cen t s  Savings  Bank Buil d i n g  (1 891 ) ,  C e n t r a l  
Exchange Bu i ld ing  (1896-1902) ,  Day Bu i ld ing  (1897-1 9 0 0 ) ,  
E n t e r p r i s e  Bu i ld ing  ( 1 9 0 0 ) ,  Union Railway S t a t i o n  (1911 ) ,  
Worces ter  Market Bu i ld ing  ( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  and t h e  Beaux Arts Bancro f t  
Ho te l .  The d e n s i t y  and c o n t i n u i t y  of t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  
d i s t r i c t  has been d r a s t i c a l l y  d imin i shed  s i n c e  t h e  1960s c h i e f l y  
a s  a  r e s u l t  of d e m o l i t i o n  f o r  urban renewal and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of Route 290. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  I n d u s t r i a l  development c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e .  Mill 
b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  Late  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  were g e n e r a l l y  l e s s  o r n a t e  
and more f u n c t i o n a l  i n  appea rance .  S i g n i f i c a n t  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  
i n c l u d e  t h o s e  i n  t h e  Sou thbr idge  and S a r g e n t  S t r e e t s  manufac tur ing  
a r e a  (1866-921, t h e  Hammond Organ Reed F a c t o r y  (1868,  c a .  1875,  
c a .  1 8 8 0 ) ,  Washburn and Moen manufac tur ing  a r e a  which began t o  
develop  i n  t h e  1860s ,  Ashworth and J o n e s  ( 1 8 7 0 ) ,  Crompton Loom 
f a c t o r i e s  (1880s ,  1 9 0 0 ) ,  and t h e  Whit ta l  Mill b u i l d i n g s  1 ,  2 ,  and 
3 ,  t h e  Edgworth Mill and Worcester  C a r p e t  M i l l s  1  and 2  
(1870s-1910) .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD (1 91 5-1 940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

Abandonment of i n t e r u r b a n  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  s e r v i c e  o c c u r s  
by c a .  1930, a1 though c e n t r a l  c i t y  l i n e s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use through 
t h e  pe r iod .  By t h e  m i d  1920s ,  Worcester  has become t h e  c e n t e r  of 
a  r a d i a l ,  r e g i o n / i n t e r r e g i o n a l  au tomobi le  highway sys t em,  w i t h  
major l o c a l  f o c i  a t  L i n c o l n ,  Washington, and Ke l l ey  S q u a r e s ,  and 
a t  t h e  Main/Chandler/Madison and t h e  West Boy I s t an /Grove  
i n t e r s e c t i o n s .  As t r a f f i c  i n c r e a s e s ,  th rough t r a f f i c ,  o r i g i n a l l y  
r u n n i n g  through t h e  c e n t r a l  c i t y ,  i s  r e r o u t e d  around t h e  conges ted  
downtown a r e a ,  c r e a t i n g  new a u t o  o r i e n t e d  commerc ia l / se rv ice  
c o r r i d o r s .  

The main pre-1930 c o r r i d o r  i s  t h e  Boston-New York road ( o l d  Route 
5 ,  t hen  Route 20, l a t e r  Route 91, which a f t e r  c r o s s i n g  Lake 
Quinsigamond, e n t e r s  town on Belmont S t r e e t ,  t hen  f o l l o w s  
Shewsbury, F r o n t ,  and Main S t r e e t s .  The Shrewsbury/BeJmont S t r e e t  
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p o r t i o n  of t h i s  r o u t e  i s  widened c a .  1910 t o  form a  bou leva rd  
c o r r i d o r  from t h e  e a s t  t o  t h e  Washington Square f o c u s .  Through 
t r a f f i c  on t h i s  r o u t e  d e c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930s,  when t h e  Route 
20 "Southwest  C u t - o f f "  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a long  t h e  c i t y ' s  s o u t h e r n  
borde r .  

A second i m p o r t a n t  e a r l y  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e  i s  t h e  n o r t h / s o u t h  Route 
1 2  from F i t c h b u r g  through Worcester  t o  Webster a n d  Norwich, 
C o n n e c t i c u t .  T h i s  e n t e r s  t h e  c i t y  from t h e  nor th  on West Boy1 s t o n  
S t r e e t ,  then  f o l l o w s  Grove, Main, and Sou thbr idge  S t r e e t s .  
Highways from t h e  nor thwes t  a r e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  on Pl easant-Chandl  e r  
S t r e e t s  (Route  122)  and Grove S t r e e t  (Route  122A- la t e r  
Grove /Sa l i sbury  S t r e e t s ) .  These then  c o n t i n u e  s o u t h e a s t  on 
Gra f ton  S t r e e t  (Route  122)  and Vernon-Bal la rd-Mil lbury  S t r e e t s  
(Route  122A). 

By t h e  e a r l y  1930s ,  segments  of Routes 9,  12 ,  and 122 a r e  r e r o u t e d  
a long a f o u r - l a n d  Park Avenue c o r r i d o r  and through Lincoln  Square ,  
w i t h  a  new Route 9  c o n n e c t o r  on Highland-Belmont S t r e e t s ,  a  new 
Route 122 on Summer-Water S t r e e t s ,  and new Route 12 through 
Webster Square  and Webster-Hope S t r e e t s .  L incoln  S t r e e t  (Route 
70)  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  highway t o  C l i n t o n .  Local 
f o u r - l a n d  p e r i o d  au tomobi l e  bou leva rds  a r e  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
Mill and Hamilton S t r e e t s .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

W o r c e s t e r ' s  r a t e  of p o p u l a t i o n  growth con t inued  t o  slow down 
dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  20th c e n t u r y .  The c i t y  added only  
c a .  20% t o  i t s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  expanding from 
162,697 i n  1915 t o  193,694 i n  1940. The g r e a t e s t  amount of 
expans ion  occur red  i n  t h e  y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Depress ion ,  w i t h  t h e  
t o t a l  r e a c h i n g  190,757 i n  1925. R e s t r i c t i v e  immigra t ion  laws 
e n a c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  number of 
newcomers. T h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of f o r e i  gn-born 
w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y ,  dropping  from 32.3% i n  1915 t o  20.1% i n  1940. In 
s p i t e  of t h i s  t h e  town con t inued  t o  hold an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d i v e r s e  
e t h n i c  p o p u l a t i o n .  Swedes became t h e  most numerous f o r e i g n - b o r n  
group ( 5 , 4 6 8 ) ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  groups he ld  n e a r l y  equal  numbers, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  I r i s h  ( 4 , 9 9 1 )  and I t a l i a n s  ( 4 , 0 6 9 ) .  Next i n  
impor tance  of numbers came Eng l i sh  Canadians ( 3 , 6 3 3 ) ,  L i t h u a n i a n s  
( 3 , 5 7 3 ) ,  French Canadians ( 3 , 3 8 7 ) ,  Po les  (2 ,6771 ,  and F i n n s  
( 1 , 3 0 0 ) .  In s m a l l e r  numbers t h e r e  were Armenians,  P a l e s t i n i a n s  
and S y r i a n s ,  Greeks ,  and As ians .  

Church fo rma t ion  c o n t i n u e d ,  though a t  a  s lower  base .  By p e r i o d ' s  
end t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c s  dominated t h e  c i t y ' s  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  24 churches  and 15 p r a o c h i a l  s c h o o l s .  The 
expans ion  i n c l u d e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of new n a t i o n a l  p a r i s h e s ,  of 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t h e  A s s y r i a n  subgroups  of  Maroni tes  and 
Melch i t e s .  Next most numerous i n  t h e  c i t y  were B a p t i s t  c h u r c h e s ,  
which a1 s o  i n c l u d e d  e t h n i c  subgroups ,  i n c l  uding French ,  I t a l  i a n ,  
a s  we11 a s  a  union P o l i s h ,  L i t h u a n i a n ,  and Russian group. The 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  had 15  c h u r c h e s .  The g r e a t e s t  growth came 
w i t h i n  t h e  Jewish community, where t h e  number of c o n g r e g a t i o n s  
expanded t o  t e n .  Norwegian Evange l i ca l  Lu the rans  formed a  s o c i e t y  
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i n  1 9 1 6  b r i n g i n g  the  t o t a l  t o  s e v e n ,  wh i l e  M e t h o d i s t s  had  e i g h t .  
O r t h o d o x  g r o u p s  f o r m e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  R u s s i a n ,  A1 b a n i a n ,  a n d  A s s y r i a n  
A p o s t o l i c .  C h r i s t i a n  S c i e n c e  a n d  S a l v a t i o n  Army g r o u p s  w e r e  a1  s o  
f o r m e d ,  a s  well  a s  S e c o n d  a n d  S e v e n t h - D a y  A d v e n t i s t s  a n d  a  r a n g e  
o f  s m a l l ,  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  1  ess  well known P r o t e s t a n t  
d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  

V o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l o u r i s h  i n  t h e  c i t y .  
F r a t e r n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p e r s i s t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  new 
c i v i c - o r i e n t e d  g r o u p s .  The E x c h a n g e ,  K i w a n i s ,  L i o n s ,  C i v i t a n ,  
P r o p u s ,  a n d  Harmony c l u b s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c o m b i n e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  w i t h  
s o c i a l i z i n g .  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l e i s u r e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
among y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  were e s p e c i a l l y  p o p u l a r  and  s c o u t  g r o u p s  
f l  o u r i  s h e d .  Women's g r o u p s  a 1  s o  were f o r m e d ,  i n c l  u d i  ng A1 t r u s a ,  
Q u o t a ,  S o r o p t i m i s t s ,  B u s i n e s s  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  Women, T u e s d a y  
Lunch .  An e x t e n s i v e  r a n g e  o f  hobby  c l u b s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  
e m p h a s i s  on  o r g a n i z e d  l e i s u r e .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

E x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l t - u p  a r e a  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  s t r e e t c a r  
and  l a t e r  a u t o m o b i l e  s u b u r b  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  
e s t a b l i s h e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  z o n e s .  I n  t h e  e a s t ,  i n f i l l  o c c u r r e d  a t  
t he  o u t e r  e d g e s  o f  t h e  S h r e w s b u r y  a n d  P l a n t a t i o n  S t r e e t  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s ,  a t  Lake  P a r k ,  a n d  a l o n g  L a k e  Avenue  n o r t h  o f  
Be lmon t  S t r e e t .  New s u b u r b a n  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  t h e  
B u r n c o a t  S t r e e t  a r e a  and  e x t e n d e d  beyond  t h e  West B o y l s t o n  
S t r e e t / M o u n t a i n  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  N o r t h e r n  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l s o  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  H o l d e n  S t r e e t / A r r a r a t  S t r e e t  a r e a .  I n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t ,  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  G r o v e ,  F o r e s t ,  
S a l i s b u r y  , P l e a s a n t ,  and  F l  a g g  S t r e e t s ,  a n d  r e a c h e d  beyond  
T a t n u c k .  I n t e n s i v e  i n f i l l  o c c u r r e d  b e t w e e n  P l e a s a n t  a n d  May 
S t r e e t s .  To t h e  west ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  the  J u n e / M i l l  
S t r e e t  a r e a .  W e s t e r n  g r o w t h  e x t e n d e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  b e t w e e n  Main a n d  
S t a f f o r d  S t r e e t s .  I n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  Hope Avenue beyond  t h e  
c e m e t e r y  be1 t ,  S o u t h b r i d g e  S t r e e t ,  a n d  C o l l e g e  S t r e e t  a 1  1  
e x p e r i e n c e d  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  V i l l a g e  e x t e n d e d  
s o u t h  a l o n g  Greenwood Avenue .  I n  the  s o u t h e a s t ,  V e r n o n  Hi l l  was 
b u i l t  o v e r ,  nd the  G r a f t o n  Hi l l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  e x t e n d e d  o u t  a l o n g  
Heywood S t r e e t  a n d  b e t w e e n  Hamil t o n  a n d  G r a f t o n  S t r e e t s .  O u t l y i n g  
s u b u r b s  g r e w  a l o n g  M a s s a s o i t  Road. 

E x p a n s i o n  and  r e b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a  
s l o w e r  r a t e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  t h e a t r e s  were 
b u i l t ,  a n d  m a j o r  c i v i c  a d d i t i o n s  were made s u c h  a s  t he  W o r c e s t e r  
Memor i a l  A u d i t o r i u m  ( 1 9 3 3 )  a t  L i n c o l n  S q u a r e ,  and  t h e  F e d e r a l  
B u i l d i n g  ( 1 9 3 2 )  a t  F r a n k l i n  S q u a r e .  E x p a n s i o n  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  
h i g h l a n d  west o f  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  H o r t i c u l t u r e  H a l l  ( 1 9 2 3 ) ,  t h e  
New E n g l a n d  T e l e p h o n e  B u i l d i n g  ( 1 9 2 8 ) ,  a n d  t h e  Commerce High 
S c h o o l  Annex ( 1 9 2 8 ) .  R e l i g o u s  e d i f i c e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  b u i l t  i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Wesley U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  
( 1 9 2 5 )  o n  Main S t r e e t ,  and  N o t r e  Dame C h u r c h  ( 1 9 2 9 )  on  t h e  Common. 

Commerc i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  a r e a s  a t  t h e  e d g e  o f  o r  
o u t s i d e  t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  t h e  new 
r a d i a t i n g  a u t o m o b i l e  c o r r i d o r s .  A u t o m o b i l e  o r i e n t e d  s e r v i c e s  
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extended a long  well  t r a v e l e d  r o u t e s  such a s  Mi l lbu ry  S t r e e t ,  
Belmont S t r e e t ,  Shrewsbury S t r e e t ,  Harding-Summer S t r e e t ,  and West 
Boylston S t r e e t .  An "Automobile Row" developed on Park Avenue, 
w i t h  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of c a r  d e a l e r s ,  and t h e  R e g i s t r y  of Motor 
Veh ic l e s .  

The i n d u s t r i a l  boom d u r i n g  World War I  s t i m u l a t e d  expans ion  of 
some e x i s t i n g  manufac tu r ing  f a c i l i t i e s  and wartime hous ing  
shorages  l e d  t h e  Norton Company t o  d e s i g n  and c o n s t r u c t  a  new 
worker housing development on I n d i a n  Hi l l  nea r  i t s  p l a n t  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  c i t y .  In g e n e r a l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  con t inued  through t h e  p e r i o d ,  s t i m u l a t e d  by 
expanded e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e ,  and then  by widespread use of 
au tomobi l e s .  New high income development i n c r e a s i n g l y  l o c a t e d  i n  
o u t l y i n g  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  s u b d i v i s i o n s  and e s t a t e s  on t h e  west s i d e ,  
i n c l u d i n g ;  t h e  Hammond Heights  and Montvale a r e a s .  

C o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of middle income, s i n g l e - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n c e s  
developed i n  t h e  wes te rn  and n o r t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  c i t y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Tatnuck and Burncoat  S t r e e t  a r e a s .  S i n g l e -  and 
mu1 t i  - fami ly  e t h n i c  middle and working c l a s s  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  
con t inued  t o  expand t o  t h e  e a s t ,  sou th  and s o u t h w e s t ,  w i t h  
t h r e e - d e c k e r s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  f i l l  i n n e r  a r e a s  such a s  Vernon H i l l ,  
and modest c o t t a g e s  and two-family hous ing  i n  t h e  o u t e r  f r i n g e .  
Community s c h o o l s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  and s t o r e s  were i n c r e a s i n g l y  l o c a t e d  
t o  s e r v e  t h e  growing o u t e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  In 
genera l  , 1  i t t l e  pe r iod  r e s i d e n t i a l  development occur red  a f t e r  t h e  
e a r l y  1930s.  

D. Economic Base 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The d e c l i n i n g  r a t e  of p o p u l a t i o n  growth i s  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  t h e  number of b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  All s t y l e s  
of t h e  t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  a r e  e v i d e n t  i n  both popu la r  and high 
s t y l e  d w e l l i n g s :  i . e . ,  Co lon ia l  R e v i v a l ,  Arts and C r a f t s ,  
Bungalow, Four Square ,  and many " p e r i o d "  r e v i v a l  d e s i g n s .  Among 
t h e  l a t t e r  i s  t h e  F r e n c h - i n s p i r e d  Knollwood E s t a t e  (1912)  and t h e  
Paul Morgan and Aldus Higgins  houses of t h e  1920s which r e f l e c t  
Engl ish medieval a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The t h r e e - d e c k e r  remained t h e  most 
wide ly  b u i l t  house type  of t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The two major  p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  1918 Waldo 
S t r e e t  P o l i c e  S t a t i o n ,  a f i n e  example of t h e  Renaissance  Revival 
s t y l e  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n a l  t e r r a  c o t t a  work and a  S u l l  i vanesque  
f l a v o r ,  and t h e  end-o f -pe r iod  Higgins Armory Museum. 

Commercial: Commercial b u i l d i n g  dropped o f f  from t h e  boom of t h e  
p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d .  The p r e v a i l i n g  s t y l e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
con t inued  t o  be t h e  n e o c l a s s i c a l .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  No major  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  development ,  

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

XII .  SOURCES 
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Worcester


	Central_Mass_complete.pdf
	CEN-MA-002.pdf
	CEN-MA-003.pdf
	CEN-MA-004.pdf
	CEN-MA-005.pdf
	CEN-MA-006.pdf
	CEN-MA-007.pdf
	CEN-MA-008.pdf
	CEN-MA-009.pdf
	CEN-MA-010.pdf



