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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

D a t e :  A p r i l  1986  Communi t y  : Wenham 

I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Wenham i s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  t o w n  o f  l o w - l y i n g  t e r r a i n  i n  c e n t r a l  
Essex Coun ty .  N a t i v e  s i t e s  a r e  p r o b a b l e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t i e s  o f  
Wenham Swamp and Wenham Lake .  P r i n c i p a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  axes were  
i n  p l a c e  b y  m i d - s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y :  Bay Road ( R o u t e  1 A )  t o  
B e v e r l y  and T o p s f i e l d  Road. F i r s t  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  ca .  1 6 3 5  i n  
Wenham Lake  a r e a ,  and f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  b y  1641.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  
1643,  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was e s s e n t i a l l y  s t a b l e  u n t i l  1730. 
D i s p e r s e d  a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  C o l  o n i a l  
p e r i o d  commt ln i tv ,  w i t h  1  i m i  t e d  c o n g r e g a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  and 
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  v i c i n i t y .  Economic m a i n s t a y s  were  
a g r i c u l t u r e  and h u s b a n d r y .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a  p e r i o d  o f  g r o w t h  began.  The 1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  c o r e  a t  C h e r r y  and L a r c h  Row a t t r a c t e d  l i m i t e d  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  and m o d e s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  E l i t e  
d w e l l i n g s  were  drawn t o  1A a x i s .  D r a s t i c  change  accompan ied  t h e  
m i d - 1 9 t h  c n e u t y r  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d .  The l e a t h e r  
i n d u s t r y  was e s t a b l  i s h e d ,  a  p e r i o d  o f  m a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g  
commenced i n  t h e  Common and Rou te  1A v i c i n i t y ,  and c o m m e r c i a l  
a c t i v i t i e s  began t o  c l  u s t e r  a1 ong t h e  1  A c o r r i d o r .  A g r i  c u l  t u r e  
r e m a i n e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  m a i n s t a y ,  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  shoe m a n u f a c t o r y  and 
i c e c u t t i n g .  

D u r i n g  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  decades ,  Wenham's economic  
e f f l o r e n s c e n c e  faded.  W i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  s t r e e t c a r  c o n n e c t i o n s  
f r o m  B e v e r l y  ( t o  t h e  s o u t h )  u p  1A t o  H a m i l t o n  (Wenham's n o r t h e r n  
n e i g h b o r )  b y  1887,  t h e  t o w n ' s  c o m m e r c i a l  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r s  
f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  u n a b l e  t o  compete  w i t h  t h o s e  i n  t h e  a d j a c e n t  
towns.  Wenham's e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  a  p r i m a r i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  commun i t y  
began.  Shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r s  moved t o  Lynn  o r  e l s e w h e r e ,  commerce 
d e c l  i n e d ,  and a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  e f f o r t s  d i r e c t e d  f r o m  g r a i n s  and mea ts  
t o  t h e  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  and m a r k e t  v e g e t a b l e s  w e r e  needed  i n  t h e  
a d j a c e n t  u r b a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Commut inq p a t t e r n s  began  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers  o f  Wenham r e s i d e n t s  t r a v e l  i n g  t o  a d j a c e n t  
t owns  f o r  emp loymen t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
e s c a l a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s t i l l - p r e s t i g i o u s  R o u t e  1A c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  
s c a t t e r e d  and more  modes t  b u i l d i n g  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  r u r a l  r o u t e s .  

S t a b i l i t y  f r o m  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  e n s u e d  u n t i l  t h e  1940s ,  
when t h e  i m p e n d i n g  c o n s t r n , c t i o n  o f  R o u t e  128 s p u r r e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l  d i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town.  M o d e s t ,  l o w - s l u n g  d w e l l  i n g s  
e n c i r c l e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o r e  a t  C h e r r y  S t r e e t  n e a r  l A ,  and s p r e a d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r u r a l  t own ,  o c c u p y i n g  much o f  i t s  e a r l i e r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c r e a g e .  R o u t e  1  A ' s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  s u f f e r e d  
i n t r u s i o n  o f  a u t o m o b i l  e - r e 1  a t e d  commerci  a1 a c t i v i t i e s ,  and 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  l i e  a t  g r e a t e s t  r i s k .  
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11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n  1639,  l a n d  was g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  Sa lem p l a n t a t i o n  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  Sa lem V i l l a q e ,  now Wenham. I n  1643,  Wenham was 
f o r m a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as an i n d e p e n d e n t  town.  I n  1 6 7 9  t h e  bounds 
b e t w e e n  Wenham and B e v e r l y  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and i n  1905,  t h o s e  
b e t w e e n  Wenham and Hami 1  t o n .  

I I I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town  o f  Wenham i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  Essex Coun ty ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  I t  l i e s  a t  n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  42 d e g r e e s  3 6 "  and w e s t  
l o n g t i t u d e  7 0  d e g r e e s  52" .  The town  i s  bounded  on t h e  n o r t h  b y  
H a m i l  t o n ,  t h e  e a s t  b y  M a n c h e s t e r ,  t h e  s o u t h  b y  B e v e r l y  and t h e  
w e s t  b y  D a n v e r s  and T o p s f i e l d .  I t  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 & 1 1 2  m i l e s  
i n  l e n g t h  and r a n g e s  f r o m  112  m i l e  t o  2  & 114  m i l e s  i n  w i d t h .  
P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  t o w n  l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  New E n g l a n d  S e a b o a r d  
Low1 and, a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  
u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400 and 500  f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  L o c a l l y ,  c o a s t a l  
Essex C o u n t y  c o n t a i n s  more  h i l l y  c o u n t r y  t h e n  o t h e r  Seaboard  
L o w l a n d  a r e a s .  I n  Wenham, t h e  g e n e r a l  s u r f a c e  i s  l e v e l  w i t h  
s e v e r a l  l o w  and swampy a r e a s .  E l e v a t i o n s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  100 f e e t  
o r  l e s s  w i t h  some h i l l s  e x c e e d i n g  1 0 0  t o  1 5 0  f e e t .  L o r d ' s  H i l l  a t  
173 f e e t  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  town.  

B e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  i g n e o u s  
f o r m a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o l ~ t  t h e  town. Q u i n c y  g r a n i t e  i s  t h e  m o s t  
d o m i n a n t  t y p e    resent. Some f o r m a t i o n s  o f  B e v e r l y  s y e n i t e  and 
Salem g a b b r o - d i o r i  t e  ( d i o r i  t e  and g a b b r o - d i o r i t e )  may b e  p r e s e n t  
a1 ong  t h e  t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  b o u n d a r y .  

S o i l s  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  r e p r e s e n t  a  m i x t u r e  o f  t y p e s  f o r m e d  
t h r o u g h  g l  a c i  a1 o u t w a s h ,  o r g a n i c  d e ~ o s i  t s ,  a1 l u v i a l  and u r b a n  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  S o i l s  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c - H i n c k l e y - U r b a n  1  and 
a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  t h e  m o s t  common g r o u p  f o u n d  m a i n l y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p o r t i o n  o f  town. These s o i l s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  deep d e p o s i t s  i n  n e a r l y  
l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They a r e  l o a m y  and sandy s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  
o u t w a s h  d e p o s i t s  and i n  a r e a s  where  s o i l s  h a v e  been a l t e r e d  b y  
u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S o i l  s  o f  t h e  C h a t f i e l d - H o l l  i s - R o c k  o u t c r o p  
a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  These s o i l s  
o c c u r  i n  deep and s h a l l o w  d e p o s i t s  i n  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  t o  s t e e p  
a reas .  They a r e  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d  l oamy  s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  
g l  a c i a l  t i 1  1  c o n t a i n i n g  a c r e s  o f  e x p o s e d  b e d r o c k .  S o i l  s  be1 o n g i n g  
t o  t h e  P a x t o n - M o n t a u k - U r b a n  l a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  
e x t r e m e  w e s t e r n  and s o u t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  Wenham. They o c c u r  
i n  deep d e p o s i t s  and n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They a r e  w e l l  
d r a i n e d  l o a m y  s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  g l a c i a l  t i l l  and a r e a s  w h e r e  n a t u r a l  
s o i l s  h a v e  been  a1 t e r e d  b y  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S o i l s  o f  t h e  
F r e e t o w n - F l  u v a g u e n t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  town.  They o c c u r  i n  deep and n e a r l y  l e v e l  d e p o s i t s .  
They a r e  g e n e r a l l y  v e r y  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  l o a m y  and mucky s o i l s  f o u n d  
i n  o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s  and r e c e n t  a l l u v i n g .  
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M a j o r  d r a i n a g e  i n  Wenham i s  t h r o u g h  Wenham Swamp w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  
d r a i n s  i n t o  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 5 0 0  a c r e s )  i n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own  and Wenham Lake ( o v e r  200 a c r e s )  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own .  The M i l e s  R i v e r  d r a i n s  s o u t h e r l y  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  town. S m a l l e r  ponds,  3 0  a c r e s  o r  
l e s s ,  i n c l u d e  Cedar  Pond,  Muddy Pond,  P l e a s a n t  Pond and C o y ' s  
Pond. S e v e r a l  o t h e r  swamps, ponds,  and c r e e k s  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  c o v e r  i n  Wenham i n c l u d e d  a  heady g r o w t h  o f  
p i n e  m i x e d  w i t h  a l l  s p e c i e s  o f  oak,  c h e s t n u t ,  p o p u l a r ,  map le ,  
b i r c h  and some o t h e r  hardwoods and c o n i f e r s .  M a n c h e s t e r  woods, an 
o r i g i n a l  e x t e n s i v e  f o r e s t  was l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  e a s t  end o f  town.  
S e c o n d a r y  g r o w t h  p a t t e r n s  c o v e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  town  t o d a y .  These 
p a t t e r n s  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  oak and 
c h e s t n u t  i n  u p l a n d s  as w e l l  as w h i t e  p i n e ,  b i r c h ,  c e d a r  and 
.i u n i  p e r .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500 -1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  l i k e l y  
e m p h a s i z e d  w a t e r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  r i v e r s ,  b r o o k s  and t h e  m a r g i n s  o f  
m a j o r  w e t l a n d s  such  as Wenham Swamp o r  Wenham Lake.  C o n j e c t u r e  
t r a i l s  may h a v e  a l s o  been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  T o p s f i e l d  
Road and t h e  Ma in  S t r e e t  ( R o u t e  1 A ) I A r b o r  S t r e e t  a r e a s .  The 
l a t t e r  r o u t e  may have  p r o v i d e d  a  l a n d  t r a i l  t o  accompany w a t e r  
t r a v e l  a t  t h e  M i l e s  R i v e r .  These t r a i l s  w o u l d  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  
i n l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  Salem a r e a  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  and I p s w i c h  / T o p s f i e l d / E s s e x  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

B. P o p u l  a t i o n  

Wenham was i n h a b i t e d  b y  members o f  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  g r o u p  w h i c h  
e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  Saugus /Sa lem a r e a  n o r t h  t o  t h e  York  a r e a  o f  
Ma ine .  L o c a l l y ,  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h e  Agawam 
I n d i a n s  who may have  been a  s u h t r i b e  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b u t  
seemed t o  b e  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  Penacook.  G o o k i n  ( 1 6 7 4 )  
1  i s t s  ca. 3,000 men b e l o n g i n q  t o  t h e  Penacook g r o u p ,  as many as 
12 ,000  n a t i v e s ,  p r o b a b l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  The N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  may h a v e  numbered i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
1 0 0  o r  more  i n d i v i d u a l s  d u r i n g  much o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  F o l l o w i n g  a  
s e r i e s  o f  e p i d e m i c s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  f e w e r  t h a n  25 
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i f  any,  l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l  d  p l  a n t s ,  o o s s i b l y  she1 1  f i s h  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  
H u n t i n g  was a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  f o c u s i n g  on l a r g e r  mammals such  as 
d e e r  and s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  Sea mammals such  as s e a l s  and d r i f t  
w h a l e s  may h a v e  been  h u n t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  i n  t h e  B e v e r l y  H a r b o r  
a r e a s .  U p l a n d  game b i r d s  and d u c k s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  and a r o u n d  
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f r e s h w a t e r  wet1  ands and r i v e r i n e  a c r e s .  Ponds,  s t r e a m s  and r i v e r s  
a f f o r d e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h .  S m e l t  and a l e w i v e s  may h a v e  
been a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  M i l e s  R i v e r .  S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  
as w e l l  as f r e s h  w a t e r  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  a  
v a l u a b l e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e .  Nearby  s h e l l f i s h  beds i n  t h e  B e v e r l y  a r e a  
p r e s e n t l y  c o n t a i n  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  s h e l l f i s h  w h i c h  may h a v e  been 
a v a i l  a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  D o m e s t i c a t e d  p l a n t s  such  as 
c o r n ,  beans ,  pumpk ins ,  sauash and t o b a c c o  were  i m p o r t a n t .  The 
l o c a t i o n s  o f  n a t i v e  f i e l d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, however ,  t h e y  
w e r e  l i k e l y  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  shows o f  t h e  M i l e s  R i v e r ,  Wenham 
Swamp, Wenham L a k e  o r  o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  w e t l a n d s .  

D. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

S e v e r a l  Wood1 and b u t  no  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  known f o r  t h e  
Wenham a rea .  However,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  v a r i a b l e s ,  1  a t t e r  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  and t h e  somewhat h i g h  d e n s i t y  o f  
Wood1 and p e r i o d  s i t e s  i n d i c a t e  s i t e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  s h o u l d  b e  
p r e s e n t .  F o r  examp le ,  b o t h  t h e  Wenharn Swamp and Wenham Lake  a r e  
r e g i o n a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n 1  and w e t l a n d s  f o r  t h i s  a r e a  o f  Essex C o u n t y  
and may h a v e  been good s i t e  l o c a t i o n s .  B o t h  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  M i l e s  
R i v e r  may have  a l s o  been  i m p o r t a n t  s e t t l e m e n t  a reas .  Known 
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  i n  M a n c h e s t e r  
and t o  t h e  n o r t h  i n  I p s w i c h .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a b i t a t i o n  and 
v i l l a g e  t y p e  s i t e s ,  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  s i t e s  such  as f i s h i n g  s i t e s ,  
s h e l l  m i d d e n s ,  and b u r i a l s  w e r e  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t .  These 
s i t e s  may h a v e  been l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  w e t l a n d s  such  
as ponds,  r i v e r s ,  swamps and s t r e a m s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

I n d i a n  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  
t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  Wate r  t r a v e l  may h a v e  
a l s o  been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Wenham Lake,  A l e w i f e  Brook  
and t h e  M i l e s  R i v e r .  Eu ropean  l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  Wenham 
p r o b a b l y  began  i n  t h e  m i d  t o  l a t e  1 6 3 0 ' s  as I n d i a n  t r a i l s  were  
u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e p a t h s  and c a r t w a y s  l e a d i n g  t o  e a r l y  f a r m  g r a n t s  
and  g r a z i n g  a c r e s .  A t r a i l  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  s o u t h e r l y  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  R t .  1A t o  B e v e r l y  H a r b o r  where  an e a r l y  f e r r y  e x i s t e d  
l i n k i n g  t h a t  s i d e  o f  t h e  h a r b o r  w i t h  t h e  Salem s e t t l e m e n t .  Route  
1  A, a l s o  known as t h e  Bay o r  C o u n t y  Road and M a i n  S t r e e t ,  was l a i d  
o u t  b y  ca .  1 6 4 4 - 4 5  l i n k i n g  Sa lem and I p s w i c h .  The r o a d  t o  
M a n c h e s t e r  was a l s o  l a i d  o u t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1640. L a r c h  Row was 
l a i d  o u t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  M a n c h e s t e r  r o a d  w i t h  t h e  
C o u n t y  Road. A roadway  t o  T o p s f i e l d  e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
f r o m  t h e  town c e n t e r  and t h e  Ma in  S t r e e t  a r e a  a l o n g  C h e r r y  S t r e e t  
t o  t h e  R o u t e  97 a reas .  S e v e r a l  unnamed ways l i k e l y  c o n n e ~ t e d  
s c a t t e r e d  f a r m s  w i t h  t h e  C o u n t y ,  M a n c h e s t e r  and T o p s f i e l  d  Roads. 
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Wenham was p r o b a b l y  s e t t l  e d  b y  Eu ropeans  b e f o r e  1635,  b u t  1  i tt l  e  
i s  known a b o u t  t h i s  e a r l y  p o p u l a t i o n .  A t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1693 
t h e r e  were  a b o u t  1 5 0  i n h a b i t a n t s .  Between 1642  and 1647 ,  6 4  ma les  
s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  Wenham a rea .  A l l o w i n g  f o r  d e a t h s  and o u t m i g r a t i o n ,  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  may h a v e  r e s i d e d  i n  Wenham b y  1675.  
Wenham's e a r l y  i n h a b i  t a n t s  w e r e  a1 1  o f  Eng l  i s h  d e c e n t  p r o b a b l y  
m i g r a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  G r e a t  Wenham and L i t t l e  P a r i s h e s  n e a r  I p s w i c h  
i n  S u f f o l  k  Coun ty ,  E n g l  and. C o n q r e g a t i o n a l  i s m  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  
r e l i g i o u s  w o r s h i p  i n  Wenham d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Hugh P e t e r s  i s  
s a i d  t o  have  p r e a c h e d  t h e  f i r s t  r e l i g i o u s  sermon i n  Wenham i n  1642 
b u t  t h e  c h u r c h  was n o t  o r g a n i z e d  u n t i l  1644.  I n  1656 R e v e r e n d  
F i s k  and a  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  Wenham c h u r c h  removed t o  C h e l m s f o r d .  
Over  t h e  n e x t  few y e a r s ,  r e m a i n i n g  members may h a v e  a c t e d  
t o g e t h e r  as a  c o n g r e g a t i o n  t h o u g h  t h e  c h u r c h  was r e p o r t e d  t o  be  i n  
d i s a r r a y  u n t i l  1 6 6 3  when i t  was r e o r g a n i z e d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S e v e r a l  s e t t l e r s  p r i o r  t o  1 6 4 0  may h a v e  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  
i n d e p e n d a n t l y  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n s .  However,  t h e  t i t l e  f o r  a l l  Wenham 
l a n d s  d i d  n o t  p a s s  f r o m  t h e  n a t i v e s  t o  c o l o n i a l s  u n t i l  1700. 

Wenham was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  b y  Eu ropeans  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  1635 i n  t h e  
a r e a  o f  Wenham Lake.  D u r i n g  t h i s  e a r l y  o e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  
g r a n t s  o f  100  t o  200 a c r e s  were  g i v e n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were  t h e n  
r e s i d e n t s  o f  Salem; some o f  t h e  e a r l y  g r a n t e e s  l i v e d  on t h e i r  
l a n d ,  o t h e r s  d i d  n o t .  O f f i c i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  1639 when 
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p a s s e d  an a c t  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  v i l l a g e  
n e a r  t h e  M i l e s  R i v e r .  P r i o r  t o  1642  o v e r  2,000 a c r e s  were  g r a n t e d  
i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a  t o  a b o u t  2 0  f a m i l i e s ,  i n  g r a n t s  o f  1 5 0  t o  200 
a c r e s ,  w h i l e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  were  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  20  t o  8 0  
a c r e s .  A s m a l l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1641 b u t  few r e s i d e n t s  
w e r e  l i v i n g  n e a r  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  I n  1642,  t w o  r e s i d e n t s  e a c h  
g r a n t e d  1 0  a c r e s  on b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
new s e t t l e r s  t o  come t o  t h e  town and t o  s t i m u l a t e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
v i l l a g e  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t own .  T h i s  l a n d  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  
two  a c r e  l o t s  and g i v e n  t o  new s e t t l e r s  p r o v i d i n g  t h e y  b u i l d  homes 
f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  To f u r t h e r  e n s u r e  new 
s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  town  o f  Sa lem a l s o  o f f e r e d  g r a n t s  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  
f i v e  t o  1 0  a c r e s  each  a r o u n d  t h e  G r e a t  Pond. 

I n  1 6 4 3  Enon was i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  t h e  f i r s t  t own  t o  b e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  
t h e  m o t h e r  town o f  Salem. L a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  r e m a i n e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  town  t h a t  w e r e  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  d i v i d e d  among i n d i v i d u a l  
o w n e r s ,  b u t  he1 d  i n  common and known as commonlands.  I n  t o t a l ,  
t h e  Wenham commons t o t a l e d  4,000 a c r e s  i n  ca .  1643-44.  One l a n d  
t r a c t  o f  600  a c r e s  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  
e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  G r a p e v i n e  B r i d g e ,  as i t  was t h e n  c a l l e d  t o  t h e  
M a n c h e s t e r  l i n e .  Two o t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  t r a c t s  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  p a r t  
o f  t h e  G r e a t  Swamp l y i n g  i n  Wenham and an a r e a  n e x t  t o  L o r d ' s  
H i 1  1. S m a l l e r  t r a c t s  e x i s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town.  O w n e r s h i p  o f  
t h e s e  l a n d s  b e l o n g e d  t o  d e c e n d a n t s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  and 
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d e r i v e d  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t h r o u g h  i n h e r i  t a n c e ,  p u r c h a s e ,  o r  w e r e  v o t e d  
r i g h t s  b y  t h e  town,  The town a l s o  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  g r a n t  
commonlands t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  t o  t h e  town  o r  t o  
pay  t o w n  d e b t s .  The management o f  common l a n d s  was t h e  s o u r c e  o f  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e b a t e  i n  t h e  town.  M o s t  o f  t h e s e  l a n d s  w e r e  used  
f o r  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g  and wood c u t t i n g  f o r  p e r s o n a l  use .  As e a r l y  
as 1669 v o t e s  were  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  town t o  d i v i d e  a l l  common 
1  ands, b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  u s u a l l y  d e f e a t e d .  By 1 6 7 5  s e v e r a l  
t o w n s p e o p l e  who o r i  g i n a l l  y  h a d  meager h o l  d i n g s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e i r  
t o t a l  a c r e a g e  t o  h u n d r e d s  o f  a c r e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  p u r c h a s e  and 
d i v i s i o n  o f  common l a n d s ,  and some r e s i d e n t s  e v e n t u a l l y  h a d  
h o l  d i n q s  o f  o v e r  500 a c r e s .  

Wenham's f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1641 n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  
t own  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  l a t e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e s .  I n  1663 a 
new m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  s q u a r e  n e a r  t h e  
S o l d i e r s  Monument. A 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  t r a i n i n g  f i e l d  was a l s o  p r e s e n t  
w h e r e  t h e  l a t e r  t own  house  was b u i l t .  The f i r s t  b u r i a l  y a r d  i n  
Wenham was p r e s e n t  b e f o r e  1642  p r o b a b l y  n e a r  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  
The Dodges Row C e m e t e r y  i n  B e v e r l y ,  p a r t  o f  w h i c h  l i e s  i n  Wenham 
was a l s o  r e p o r t e d  t o  be  i n  u s e  s i n c e  t h e  m i d - 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

D. Economic Base 

As C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a ,  
h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g  w i l d  f o o d s  were  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e i r  
s u b s i s t e n c e .  However,  t h e  c o m b i n e d  u s e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
h u s b a n d r y  were  c l e a r l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  economi  ,c 
l i v e s  o f  Wenham's f i r s t  s e t t l e r s .  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  whea t ,  b a r l e y  and 
r y e  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  c r o p s ;  f r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e s  were  
a1 so grown,  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  s e t t l  ement ,  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  v e g e t a b l e  
f i b e r s  f r o m  hemp and f l a x  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  f a r m  p r o d u c t s .  
S ~ i n n i n g  and w e a v i n g  o f  t h e s e  f i b e r s  was p r o b a b l y  an i m p o r t a n t  
c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  E n g l i s h  h a y  may h a v e  been g rown  b y  
1675.  C a t t l e ,  h o r s e s ,  sheep and s w i n e  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
a n i m a l s  on l o c a l  f a r m s ,  as w e r e  Oxen and f o w l .  Even t h o u g h  w a t e r  
power  was n o t  v e r y  e x t e n s i v e  i n  Wenham, i n d u s t r y  was i m p o r t a n t  a t  
an e a r l y  d a t e .  A t  l e a s t ,  b l a c k s m i  t h i n g  was p r e s e n t  b y  1670.  Town 
r e c o r d s  make no  m e n t i o n  o f  m i l l s  b e f o r e  1 6 5 3  t h o u g h  some p r o b a b l y  
e x i s t e d .  The J o h n  Dodge m i l l  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  be  t h e  f i r s t  m i l l  i n  
t h e  town  r e p o r t e d l y  b u i l t  a t  t h e  s i t e  o f  a  saw m i l l .  R i c h a r d  
Dodge may have  had  an e a r l y  c i d e r  m i l l .  B e f o r e  1653 t h e  Hawes 
m i l l  was b u i l t  on a  b r o o k  f l o w i n g  f r o m  G r e a t  Pond (Wenham L a k e ) .  
P e a t  c u t t i n g  f r o m  t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  V a l l e y  Road was i m p o r t a n t  
f o r  b o t h  h o u s e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and f u e l  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e .  Bog i r o n  
was a l s o  m i n e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1  6 7 5 - 1 7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  had  been u p q r a d e d  t o  h o r s e p a t h s  and c a r t w a y s  b y  t h i s  
t i m e  o r  h a d  become o v e r g r o w n .  The R o u t e  1A c o r r i d o r ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  
Bay Road s y s t e m  b e t w e e n  I p s w i c h  and Salem, c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e v e l o p  as 
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t h e  m a j o r  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  town.  L o c a l l y  t h i s  r o a d  was known as 
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  t h e  m a i n  f o c u s  o f  Wenham's s e t t l e m e n t .  E a s t e r l y  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o c u s  on L a r c h  Row t o  t h e  M a n c h e s t e r  
Road. The T o p s f i e l d  Road was t h e  m a i n  r o u t e  o u t  o f  t o w n  t o  t h e  
w e s t .  Numerous unnamed ways 1  i n k e d  f a r m s ,  common l a n d s  and m i l l s .  

B. P o p u l  a t i o n  

Wenham's p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  g r a d u a l l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  and 
e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  A f t e r  1730  i t  r e m a i n e d  s t a t i o n a r y  f o r  100 
y e a r s  o r  more.  The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  been t h r e e  
t i m e s  l a r g e r  i n  1720  as i n  1673. Between 1675  and 1699,  23  new 
s e t t l e r s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Wenham a r e a .  I n  1733, 1 1 4  men p a i d  a  
p o l l  t a x  i n  t h e  town. By 1750,  o n l y  106  men a r e  r e p o r t e d  p a y i n g  
p o l l  t a x e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  
1765,  Wenham's p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  564 i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  1.3% o f  t h e  
Essex C o u n t y  t o t a l ;  a t  t h a t  t i m e  95 f a m i l i e s  r e s i d e d  i n  72 homes - 
t h e  r a t i o  o f  1.32 f a m i l i e s  p e r  house.  From 1765 t o  1775 t h e  
t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  b y  13.12% t o  638  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e p r e s e t t i n g  
1.25% o f  t h e  Essex C o u n t y  t o t a l .  I n  1765 f i v e  I n d i a n s  a n d  28 
b l a c k s  l i v e d  i n  Wenham. Wenham's F i r s t  Church ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  was 
t h e  on1 y  o r g a n i z e d  c h u r c h  i n  t h e  t o w n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d .  I n  1714  r e s i d e n t s  o f  I p s w i c h  H a m l e t  who w e r e  a t t e n d i n g  
w o r s h i p  i n  Wenham w i t h d r e w  and f o r m e d  a  c h u r c h  o f  t h e i r  own. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n  1705  a l l  commonlands were  d i v i d e d  e a u a l l y  among t h e  t o w n ' s  
p r o p r i e t o r s .  A t o t a l  o f  63 p e r s o n s  he1 d  71 s h a r e s  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  
common l a n d s .  Land  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  l o t s  o f  e a u a l  p r o p o r t i o n ,  
s e c t i o n e d  o f f  and r o a d s  l a i d  o u t  t o  l o t s .  Commoners were  t h e n  
g r o u p e d  i n t o  compan ies  o f  e i g h t  members i n t o  w h i c h  t h e  l a n d s  were  
d i v i d e d .  S m a l l e r  l o t s  o f  1  and w e r e  s o l d  t o  pay  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  
l a n d  d i v i s i o n .  The f i n a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  common l a n d s  o c c u r e d  i n  1715 
when t h e  G r e a t  Swamp and l a n d s  i n  t h e  e a s t  end  o f  t own  w e r e  
d i v i d e d .  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s e t t l  ement  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  
a l o n g  i n  t h e  R o u t e  1 A I M a i n  S t r e e t  a r e a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e t w e e n  C h e r r y  
S t r e e t  and L a c h  Row. A m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  t r a i n i n g  f i e l d ,  b u r i a l  y a r d ,  
homes and t a v e r n s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  (1688 ,  1 7 5 4 ) .  
S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  town  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  
d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  Wenham's f i r s t  s c h o o l h o u s e  was e s t a b l  i s h e d  
i n  1700-02.  I n  1 7 3 9  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l h o u s e  was 
e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  town.  The f i r s t  a c t u a l  m e n t i o n  o f  
a  c e m e t e r y  i n  Wenham was i n  1681,  o r o b a b l y  t h e  same b u r i a l  y a r d  i n  
use  f r o m  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  on o r  n e a r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  
Rev. F i s k ' s  farm. O t h e r  b u r i a l  y a r d s  i n  u s e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  p r o b a t e  F a i r f i e l d  Cemete ry  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  
town and t h e  D o u g l a s  Row c e m e t e r y ,  p a r t  i n  B e v e r l y ,  p a r t  i n  Wenham. 

D. Economic Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and h u s b a n d r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  m o s t  a s p e c t s  
o f  Wenham's e c o n o m i c  b a s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  G r a i n s  
r e m a i n e d  t h e  ma in  f o c u s  o f  m o s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  c o r n  
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as t h e  c h i e f  c r o p .  H u s b a n d r y  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  
a l t h o u g h  as common l a n d s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  d e c r e a s e d  i n  
f a v o r  o f  f a r m i n g .  A t  l e a s t  t w o  new b l a c k s m i t h s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
Wenham d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  1686 t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  g r i s t m i l l  was 
b u i l t  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  J o s i a h  Dodge c o r n  m i l l  n e a r  t h e  f o r g e  on t h e  
M i l e s  R i v e r  i n  1713.  T h r e e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s a w m i l l s  were  a l s o  
e r e c t e d .  The J o h n  Dodge s a w m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  1682. I n  1691 t h e  
P o r t e r  s a w m i l l  was a l s o  b u i l t  n e a r  L o r d ' s  H i l l .  The t h i r d  
s a w m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  1700  n e a r  where  J o h n  Leach t h e n  r e s i d e d .  One 
m a l t  m i l l  was p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  i n  1 6 9 9  on a  b r o o k  n e a r  t h e  E n s i g n  
P o r t e r  house.  I n  1 7 0 8  D a n i e l  M a c C l a t l  i n  was g r a n t e d  common l a n d  
where  h e  dammed a  b r o o k  f o r  a  t a n n e r y .  The G o t t  t a n n e r y  was b u i l t  
l a t e r  i n  ca. 1725. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The t o w n ' s  b e s t  documen ted  f i r s t  p e r i o d  houses a r e  
t h e  Thomas F i s k e  ( f o r m e r l y  C l  a f l  i n - R i c h a r d s ,  ca.  1 6 9 8 )  and t h e  
Go ldsmi  t h - P i c k e r i n g  ( c a .  17001,  b o t h  e m p l o y i n g  p l  ank c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
The f o r m e r  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  s i n g l e  room on each  s t o r y  w i t h  an 
e n t r y  p o r c h  and r e a r  e l l ,  w i t h  o t h e r  a d d i t i o n s  b r i n g  i t  t o  i t s  
p r e s e n t  f o r m  i n  1723 and b y  1768 ;  i t  has  b e e n  r e s t o r e d .  The 
l a t t e r ' s  o r i g i n a l  f o r m  m e a s u r e s  4 0  b y  2 0  f e e t  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s  on 
t h e  s o u t h  and one on t h e  n o r t h ;  i t  was l a t e r  b r o u g h t  t o  a  f u l l  t w o  
s t o r i e s ,  and e l l s  added t o  e a s t  and w e s t .  The t o w n ' s  i n v e n t o r y  
c l a i m s  t h a t  s e v e n  o t h e r  h o u s e s  i n c l u d e d  p o r t i o n s  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  b u t  l a t e r  expanded.  O n l y  a  s m a l l  number o f  houses  i n  
t h e  t o w n  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  2  & 112  s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  ch imney ,  
s y m m e t r i c a l  s i d e  g a b l e  f o r m .  A b o u t  f o u r  houses a r e  known t h a t  
e m p l o y  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  G e o r g i a n  p l  a n n i n g  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ;  b o t h  g a b l e  and gambre l  r o o f  f o r m s  a r e  used.  A 
s i n g l e  p i l e ,  r e a r  w a l l  house  i s  s a i d  t o  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The t o w n ' s  f i  r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  ca .  
1641;  i t  was soon  r e p l a c e d  ( 1 6 6 3 1  b y  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  m e a s u r i n g  24  
f e e t  s a u a r e  w i t h  12  f o o t  s t u d s ;  a  t h i r d  h o u s e  may h a v e  been b u i l t ,  
w i t h  a  t u r r e t ,  i n  1688 ;  r e p a i r s  w e r e  made i n  1714. A new 
m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  b e t w e e n  1 7 4 8  and 1754,  m e a s u r i n g  52  b y  42  
f e e t ,  w i t h  20  f o o t  s t u d s ,  w i t h  g a l l e r i e s  and a  s t e e p l e ;  t h i s  
s t e e p l e  was removed  i n  1759,  r e p l a c e d  soon a f t e r  w i t h  one 
m e a s u r i n g  12  f e e t  s a u a r e .  A s c h o o l h o u s e  o f  unknown a p p e a r a n c e  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1739.  

V I  I. FEDERAL P E R I O D  ( 1  775-1  8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Wenham's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k  was n e a r l y  c o r n p l e t e  b y  p e r i o d ' s  
end. I t s  m a j o r  a r t e r i e s  were  t h e  o l d  I p s w i c h  t u r n p i k e  ( p r e s e n t  
Rou te  l A ) ,  l i n k i n g  B o s t o n  and Sa lem v i a  Wenham and N e w b u r y p o r t  t o  
P o r t s m o u t h ,  and T o p s f i e l  d  Road, c o n n e c t i n g  B e v e r l y  w i  t h  Lawrence.  
The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  came w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
t h e  P o r t s m o u t h  and B o s t o n  S t a g e  Company. Because i t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  
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I p s w i c h  T u r n p i k e ,  t a v e r n s  w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  a c t i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  town .  
By 1838 ,  e i g h t  t o  t w e l v e  s t a g e s  p a s s e d  d a i l y  t h r o u g h  Wenham. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  f e l l  b y  4% f r o m  6 3 8  i n  
1776 t o  611 i n  1830,  r e a c h i n g  i t s  l o w e s t  p o i n t ,  476, i n  1800.  I n  
1 8 3 0  o n l y  t h e  town  o f  M i d d l e t o w n  was s m a l l e r  ( w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n ) .  
The t o w n  s u f f e r e d  s m a l l  pox  e p i d e m i c s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 7 0 ' s  and s e n t  
1 3 7  men t o  f i g h t  i n  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  I n  1 8 1 0  some townsmen 
a t t e m p t e d ,  b u t  f a i l e d ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  an academy. The 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  s u f f e r e d  i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  and l a t e r  a  r e v i v a l  i n  1826. B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  town,  
i n i t i a l l y  c o n v e r t e d  b y  a  t o w n  t e a c h e r ,  a t t e n d e d  i n  D a n v e r s p o r t ,  
and i n  B e v e r l y ,  b e f o r e  a  s o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1826. T h r e e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  town .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

E x p e r i e n c i n g  s l u g g i s h  g r o w t h  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a f t e r  1812  
p r o s p e r i t y  r e t u r n e d ,  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  f l o u r i s h e d  and commerce was 
r e v i v e d .  Near  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c o r e  on  t h e  O l d  P o s t  Road ( R o u t e  
1 A )  a t  C h e r r y  and L a r c h  Row, a  p o s t  o f f i c e  was o p e n e d  i n  1809,  and  
a  B a p t i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  e r e c t e d  i n  1826.  The t o w n ' s  l e a t h e r  
i n d u s t r y  was j u s t  b e g i n n i n g ,  s t i l l  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  o u t b u i l d i n g s  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  d w e l l i n g s .  A m i l l  s i t e  was l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  M i l e s  r i v e r ,  
b u t  s u c h  e n t e r p r i s e s  n e v e r  mu1 t i p l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  town.  

R e s i d e n t i  a1 b u i l d i n g  was p e r h a p s  a t  i t s  h i g h e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
a1 t h o u g h  compared t o  o t h e r  Essex  towns ,  i t  r e m a i n e d  m o d e s t  i n  
pace.  E l i t e  d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  a t t r a c t e d  t o  r o u t e  1A i t s e l f ,  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  t h e  m o s t  d e s i r e d  l o c a t i o n  f o r  
b u i l d i n g .  M o d e s t  homes w e r e  e r e c t e d  on a d j a c e n t  C h e r r y  S t r e e t  and 
L a r c h  Row, and an o u t l y i n g  p o c k e t  o f  d w e l l i n g s  e m e r g i n g  a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  L a r c h  and Dodge Row, w h e r e  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was 
e r e c t e d .  On t h e  w h o l e ,  homes w e r e  p r i n c i p a l l y  s c a t t e r e d ,  a l o n g  
t h e  t o w n ' s  r u r a l  r o a d w a y s .  

D. Economic  Base 

Wenham was a  s m a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t own  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  
o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  on t h e  f a r m  o r  i n  a  f e w  t r a d e s  t h a t  
s e r v e d  t h e  needs  o f  f a r m e r s .  The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p e o p l e  e m p l o y e d  i n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  r o s e  t o  69% b y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  
1 7 9 1 ,  247 a c r e s  (6 .7%)  o f  t h e  3650  t o t a l  f a r m  a c r e s  w e r e  u n d e r  
t i l l a g e ,  an a v e r a g e  p e r c e n t a g e  f o r  Essex  C o u n t y .  25% o f  t h e  l a n d  
was d e v o t e d  t o  h a y  and 42.7% t o  p a s t u r a g e .  H o r s e s ,  oxen ,  s w i n e ,  
s t e e r s  and cows, and p e r h a p s  sheep  g r a z e d  on t h i s  1  and. A n o t h e r  
25% o f  t h e  l a n d  was wooded o r  o t h e r w i s e  u n i m p r o v e d .  

T h e r e  w e r e  v e r y  f e w  a r t i s a n s  i n  Wenham. The p e r c e n t a g e  e m p l o y e d  
i n  v a r i o u s  c r a f t s  d e c l i n e d  f r o m  1 8 %  i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  t o  5% i n  t h e  f i r s t  a u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  
a l l  t h e r e  w e r e  n i n e  k i n d s  o f  a r t i s a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  shoemakers ,  
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b r i c k 1  a y e r s ,  c o o p e r s ,  j o i n e r s ,  masons, h o u s e w r i g h t s  and m i l l e r s .  
The town  had  a  g r i s t m i l l  and a  s a w m i l l .  I n h a b i t a n t s  r e l i e d  on 
n e i g h b o r i n g  B e v e r l y  t o  mee t  t h e i r  needs f o r  m a r k e t  goods.  W h i l e  
t h e r e  was some e c o n o m i c  i n e a u a l i t y  i n  Wenham i t  was m i n o r  compared 
t o  a  c o m m e r c i a l  t own  l i k e  B e v e r l y .  I n  1790,  20% o f  Wenham's 
t a x p a y e r s  c o n t r o l l e d  5 0  -60% o f  r e a l  p r o p e r t y  and 59% o f  p e r s o n a l  
p r o p e r t v ;  i n  B e v e r l y ,  b y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  e o u i v a l e n t  p e r c e n t a g e s  were  
70% and 89%. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : O n l y  a  s m a l l  number o f  houses  a r e  d a t e d  t o  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  l o s s  s u f f e r e d  
a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  D o u b l e  ch imney  f o r m s  were  u s e d ;  
b u i l  d i n g  p r e s u m a b l y  f o c u s e d  on t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s m a l l e r ,  e x i s t i n g  
homes as i n  t h e  Go ldsmi  t h - P i c k e r i n g  house .  An e x c e p t i o n a l  b r i c k ,  
2  & 112  s t o r y  h o u s e  w i t h  end  w a l l  c h i m n e y s  and a  ha1 f r o u n d  e n t r y  
d a t e s  t o  1826.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The F i r s t  P a r i s h  c h u r c h ' s  s t e e p l e  was b l o w n  down, 
and r e p l a c e d  b y  a  l o w e r  one i n  1815. The n e w l y  f o r m e d  B a p t i s t  
S o c i e t y  b u i l t  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1826,  m e a s u r i n g  51 x  3 8  f e e t  w i t h  
a  t o w e r  and s t e e p l e .  The a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t o w n  s c h o o l h o u s e s  i s  
unknown. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : Shoe and o t h e r  a r t i s a n s  shops may h a v e  been e r e c t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

V I  11. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830 -1870)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E x i s t i n g  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  and w e r e  i m p r o v e d .  New t o  t h e  
p e r i o d  were  A r b o r  S t r e e t  r u n n i n g  n o r t h  f r o m  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e .  
S t a g e  t r a v e l  r e a c h e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  vo lume i n  1 8 3 8  when 17 s t a g e s  
r a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  town  d a i l y .  I n  1838,  h o w e v e r ,  s t e a m c a r s  began t o  
r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  town o v e r  t h e  e a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d ,  c o m p l e t e d  
as f a r  e a s t  as I p s w i c h  t h a t  y e a r .  The t o w n ' s  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n s  
w e r e  t w o :  t h e  Wenham d e p o t  was l o c a t e d  j u s t  o v e r  t h e  town  l i n e  i n  
H a m i l  t o n ,  and t h e  n o r t h  B e v e r l y  s t a t i o n ,  i n  B e v e r l y  n e a r  t h e  
Wenham l i n e .  W i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  r a i l  s e r v i c e ,  s t a g e  t r a v e l  was 
r a p i  d l  y  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  I n  1853,  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  and W a k e f i e l  d  
b r a n c h  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  and M a i n e  R a i l r o a d  was opened t h r o u g h  t h e  
w e s t e r n  town. The n e a r e s t  s t a t i o n  was a t  t h e  P u t n a m v i l l e  F l a g  
s t a t i o n  i n  D a n v e r s .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

The town  d r a m a t i c a l l y  r e v e r s e d  i t s  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  t r e n d  and 
i n c r e a s e d  b y  61% f r o m  611 i n  1 8 3 0  t o  985 i n  1870,  and f o u r  r e g i o n  
t o w n s  w e r e  now s m a l l e r  i n  p o p u l  a t i o n .  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n c l u d e d  
o n l y  61  I r i s h  and 2 3  C a n a d i a n s  i n  1855. W i t h i n  1 0  y e a r s  t h e  
p r o p o r t i o n  f e l l  f r o m  8.5% t o  4.1%, o n l y  3 8  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
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A Female B e n e v o l e n t  S o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1833. The t o w n  v o t e d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  s a l e  o f  i n t o x i c a t i n g  l i q u o r s  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  a u a r t e r  
o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  A 1  i b r a r v ,  l y c e u m s  and d e b a t i n g  c l u b s  w e r e  
fo rmed.  A f o u r t h  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  was added a t  t h e  Neck and a  h i g h  
s c h o o l  was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1854. A f i r e  company was f o r m e d  i n  1835, 
and a  s e c o n d  i n  1849, 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A l t h o u g h  s t i l l  a  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  wedged among E s s e x ' s  l a r g e r  and 
more p r o s p e r o u s  towns ,  Wenham e x p e r i e n c e d  i t s  g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  A  B a p t i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 3 1 ) ,  a  
new 1 s t  P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  (18431 ,  and a  new t o w n  h a l l  ( o p p o s i t e  
t h e  s y m b o l i c  c o r e  a t  t h e  common) ( 1 8 5 4 ) .  The f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t  was 
r e o r g a n i z e d  and new e n g i n e  h o u s e  e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 4 9 ) ,  and a  new B a p t i s t  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  e a r l i e r  b u r n e d  down ( 1 8 6 0 ) .  The 
1  e a t h e r  b u s i n e s s  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  g r o w t h ,  s m a l l  shops  now s c a t t e r e d  
f r o m  Cedar  S t r e e t  n o r t h  t o  u p p e r  L a r c h  Row, Commerc ia l  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  were  few,  b u t  c l u s t e r e d  a l o n g  1 A  i n  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  v i c i n i t y  and n o r t h ,  t o w a r d  a d j a c e n t  Hami l  t o n .  By 
t h i s  t i m e ,  Wenham h a d  b e e n  o u t p a c e d  b y  i t s  n o r t h e r n  n e i g h b o r ,  i t s  
own c o m m e r c i a l  b u s i n e s s e s  s t i f l e d  as r e s i d e n t s  began t o  l o o k  t o  
H a m i l  t o n  f o r  many o f  i t s  s e r v i c e s .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  a g a i n  o c c u r r e d  a t  t w o  l e v e l s .  E l i t e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  was s m a l l  i n  s c a l e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  a t t r a c t e d  
t o  R o u t e  1A. Modes t  d w e l l i n g s  were  e r e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r u r a l  
town,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  s i d e  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e .  
The r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t i e s  o f  C h e r r y  and L a r c h  Row i n c r e a s e d  , and 
b u i l  d i n q  was a t t r a c t e d  t o  A r b o r  and Cedar  S t r e e t s .  

D. Economic  Base 

W h i l e  f a r m i n g  r e m a i n e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  economic  a c t i v i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  some shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was p u r s u e d  as w e l l .  
F a r m e r s  p r o d u c e d  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  b u t t e r  and m i l k ,  e n g l i s h  
mowing and w e t  meadow hay,  c o r n  and g r a i n s ,  p o t a t o e s ,  
c r a n b e r r i e s .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  town,  t h e r e  w e r e  many 
l i v e s t o c k .  I n  1865  a l m o s t  100,000 l b s  o f  d r e s s e d  mea t  was 
p r o d u c e d .  T h a t  y e a r  t h e r e  w e r e  6 8  f a r m s  and t o t a l  a c r e a g e  was up 
18% f rom t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d  t o  4331 a c r e s .  72% o r  3131 a c r e s  
w e r e  i m p r o v e d  l a n d ,  i n c l u d i n g  hay  and p a s t u r e  l a n d ,  w h i l e  28% was 
wooded o r  u n i m p r o v e d ,  f i g u r e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d .  
T h e r e  was one s a w m i l l .  

Shoemak ing  was done on a  s m a l l  s c a l e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1832 
e i g h t e e n  men made shoes w o r t h  l e s s  t h a n  $10,000. By 1855  more  
t h a n  200  men and women w e r e  engaged  i n  p r o d u c i n g  shoes b o t h  f o r  
l o c a l  shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r s  and on c o n s i g n m e n t  f r o m  shoe f i r m s  i n  
D a n v e r s  and Lynn,  87% o f  t h e  234,000 p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and shoes 
made i n  1855 were  f o r  D a n v e r s  and Lynn shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  Some 
t a n n i n g  o f  l e a t h e r  was a l s o  done d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War b y  a  M r .  
F l  i n t  who e s t a b l  i s h e d  a  t a n n e r y .  O t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and t r a d e s  
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i n c l u d e d  b l a c k s m i  t h i n g ,  house  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  morocco  d r e s s i n g ,  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c h a i s e s ,  wagons and s a d d l e s  and i c e  c u t t i n g .  I n  
1 8 4 3  C h a r l e s  L a n d e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  as i c e  c u t t i n g  b u s i n e s s  on Wenham 
Pond and r a n  t h e  f i r m  q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u n t i l  1850  when he s o l d  
i t  t o  A d d i s o n  Gage and Co. 

A r c h i  t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A l t h o u g h  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m s  p e r s i s t e d .  Two e x a m p l e s  a r e  known o f  2  
& 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  ch imney  houses  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  o r n a m e n t ;  
a b o u t  4  r e l a t e d  h o u s e s  s h a r e  t h e  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  b u t  a r e  1  & 1 1 2  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  e x t e n d e d  s t u d  h e i g h t .  More  common were  
h o u s e s  w i t h  mu1 t i p l e  ch imneys .  Rear  w a l l  and L - p l  an h o u s e s  o f  2  & 
1 1 2  s t o r i e s  r e m a i n  p o p u l a r  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  o rnamen t .  Facade 
g a b l e s  w e r e  a p p l i e d  t o  1  & 112  s t o r y  h o u s e s  w i t h  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  
zh i rnney t o  c r e a t e  a  G o t h i c  c o t t a g e .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
I t a l i a n a t e  o r n a m e n t  was e m p l o y e d  on l a r g e ,  2  & 112 s t o r y ,  d o u b l e  
i n t e r i o r  ch imney  houses .  G a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m s  a r e  r a r e  and a p p e a r  
o n l y  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  e x a m p l e s  u s i n g  L - p l  ans, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  K i m b a l l  
houses  w i t h  a  l a r g e  D o r i c  p o r t i c o ,  a  l a r g e  I t a l i a n a t e  houses  w i t h  
l o n g  w a l l  e n t r i e s ,  and f i v e  bay  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  c r o s s  g a b l e  fo rm.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  b u i l t  a  new 
m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1843;  m e a s u r i n g  60  x  54 f e e t ,  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  
i n c l u d e s  a  D o r i c  i n  a n t i s  s c r e e n  t o  i t s  p a i r e d  e n t i e s ,  a  
fl u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e ,  w i t h  s q u a r e  t o w e r  t o p p e d  b y  an o c t a g o n a l  be1 f r y  
and s p i r e ;  i n  1853 i t  was l e n g t h e n e d  b y  1 5  f e e t  t o  s e a t  600. 
A f t e r  t h e i r  c h u r c h  b u r n e d  i n  1859  t h e  B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  a  new c h u r c h  
f r o m  d e s i g n s  b y  George Hanson;  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  c h u r c h  has  a  
semi - a t t a c h e d  t o w e r  w i  t h  s t e e p 1  e  and p i n n a c l e s ,  1  a n c e t  o p e n i n g s ,  
and G o t h i c  o r n a m e n t .  I n  1837  t h e  town u s e d  i t s  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  
f e d e r a l  s u r p l  u s  r e v e n u e  t o  r e b u i l  d  i t s  s c h o o l h o u s e s ,  b u t  t h e i r  
a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown; t h e  town  h a d  f i v e  s c h o o l h o u s e s ,  i n  each  o f  
f o u r  d i s t r i c t s ,  as w e l l  as a  g r a m m a r l h i g h  s c h o o l  I n  1 8 5 4  t h e  
t o w n  h a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t w o  s t o r i e s  o v e r  a  basemen t  i n  a  T - p l  an 
w i  t h  cup01 a  and I t a l  i a n a t e  o r n a m e n t ;  i t s  o v e r a l l  d i m e n s i o n s  were  
3 8  by  5 4  f e e t ,  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  e l  1  m e a s u r i n g  1 6  x 2 0  f e e t ;  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  he1 d  s c h o o l ,  r e c i t a t i o n ,  d r e s s i n g ,  and s e l e c t m e n ' s  
rooms,  w i t h  a  h a l l  and a n t e r o o m  above.  . E n g i n e h o u s e  #1 was 
b u i l t  i n  1849,  a  s m a l l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  h i p  r o o f ,  s h o r t  s i d e  t o  t h e  
s t r e e t ,  w i t h  a  1  a t e r  a d d i t i o n  t o  accommodate t w o  e n g i n e s .  

Many shoe shops w e r e  e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  m o s t  o f  them 
t e n - f o o t e r s  a t t a c h e d  t o  o r  n e a r  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  A f e w  
l a r g e r  shoe f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d .  I n  1853 t h e  f i r m  o f  
J o n e s ,  F o s t e r  and P e r k i n s  b u i l t  a  f a c t o r y  o f  unknown m a t e r i a l s  a t  
an unknown l o c a t i o n .  The shops o f  o t h e r  a r t i s a n s  many a l s o  have  
been b u i l t .  
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IX. L A T E  INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  (1870-191 51 

A .  T ranspor ta t ion  Routes 

Exis t ing  roads were upqraded a n d  new s t r e e t s  opened. Among them 
were Po r t e r  a n d  School S t r e e t s  in the  nor thern  town, a n d  several  
c ro s s  s t r e e t s  in t h e i r  v i c i n i t y .  Monument S t r e e t  was opened from 
the  Meetinghouse t o  Cherry, a n d  Topsf ie ld  Road was extended t o  
Cedar. S t r e e t c a r s  were f i r s t  run from Gloucester  Crossing in  
Beverly to the  S o l d i e r ' s  Monument i n  Wenham ( fo l lowing  Route 1 A )  
i n  1886. Later  t h a t  same year ,  l i n e s  were extended to the  Wenham 
S ta t i on  i n  Hamil ton a n d  to  t h e  Camp Meeting Grounds a t  Ashbury 
Grove ( u p  Ashbury S t r e e t )  i n  Hamilton. By 1910, t h e  Boston a n d  
Northern E l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  railway ( fo l lowing  1 A )  was in ope ra t i on .  
Branch l i n e s  connected Wenham w i t h  t he  Gloucester  a n d  t h e  
Sal em/Lynn t r o l l  eys .  

B .  Populat ion 

Wenham h a d  t he  f i f t h  sma l l e s t  populat ion in Essex County in  1870, 
with a t o t a l  of only 985 people. Despite growing b y  15% t o  1068 
i n  1915 t h e  town h a d  f a l l e n  to t h i r d  sma l l e s t  in  t he  study u n i t .  
The fo re ign  populat ion increased from 54 people in 1875 t o  1 7 1  in 
1915 b u t  s t i l l  measured only 16% of t h e  t o t a l .  Throughout the  
period Canadians, Engl ish ,  I r i s h  a n d  S c o t t i s h  immigrants dominated 
t h e  fore ign-born.  By 1905 a few Swedes, French a n d  Germans h a d  
immigrated. The Wenham Vete ran ' s  Associat ion was organized i n  
1876, t h e  Wenham Mutual Benef i t  Associat ion was organized in  1876 
a n d  incorporated in 1883. In 1887 t h e r e  were f i v e  s choo l s ,  a 
grammar school ,  a primary school a n d  t h r e e  mixed schoo l s ,  t h e  
East ,  West a n d  Neck Schools. Beginning in 1909 Helen Clay Frick 
began a summer v i s i t  program f o r  working g i r l s  from L y n n  a n d  
Lowell on a l a r g e  farm purchased by her f a t h e r .  

C. S e t t l  ement P a t t e r n  

I t s  commerci a1 a c t i v i t i e s  now compl e t e l y  overshadowed b y  those  in 
Hamil t o n ,  Wenham continued i t s  development as a r e s i  den t i  a 1  
o u t l i e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  as a v i a b l e  commercial c en t e r .  Municipal 
improvements include the  e r e c t i o n  of the  Union Block (18701, a 
Bap t i s t  Chapel (18731, a C iv i l  War monument (18781, a n d  a new f i r e  
house (1901) ,  a l l  along the  Route 1 A  ax i s .  I t s  l e a t h e r  indus t ry  
h a v i n g  decl ined,  a g r i c u l t u r e  was t he  town's mainstay. As such,  
bu i ld ings  continued t o  be drawn to  the town's r u r a l  roads ,  t o  i t s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l andscapes ,  o r  t o  t he  nor thern  t o w n ,  near the  growing 
commercial nucleus a n d  Camp meeting a c t i v i t i e s  in South Hamil ton. 

D. Economic Base 

As the  few shoe manufacturers moved to L y n n  or  elsewhere,  Wenham 
rever ted  t o  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  cha rac t e r .  The number of farms he1 d 
s teady a t  a b o u t  65 throughout t he  per iod.  However, t h e  s i z e  of 
farms diminished as the  emphasis s h i f t e d  from g ra in s  a n d  meat t o  
d a i r y ,  pou l t ry  a n d  market vege tab les .  In 1885 t h e r e  were 4753 
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a c r e s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d ,  whereas  i n  1905  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  3817. 
D e s p i t e  t h i s  d r o p  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l a n d  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  53% i n  1885,  compared  t o  a  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e  o f  32%, 
t o  43% i n  1905. I n  1905  t h e r e  w e r e  62 f a r m s  o f  w h i c h  n i n e  were  
d a i r y  f a r m s  and f i v e  w e r e  p o u l t r y  f a r m s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  were  
t e n  m a r k e t  ga rdens .  The town  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  saw o r  g r i s t m i l l  
a f t e r  1885 as t h e  M i l e s  R i v e r  had become i n c r e a s i n g l y  s l u g g i s h .  
The v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  more  t h a n  d o u b l e d  b e t w e e n  1875 
and  1 9 0 5  when i t  t o t a l l e d  a l m o s t  $125,000. D a i r y  p r o d u c t s  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  28% o f  t h e  t o t a l ,  m a r k e t  v e g e t a b l e s  f o r  15% t h e  
p r o d u c t s  o f  m i n e s  and q u a r r i e s  f o r  8.3%, and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  f o r  
7.5%. 

W h i l e  v e r y  l i t t l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was p u r s u e d  l o c a l l y  ( o n l y  $34,00 
i n  goods p r o d u c e d  i n  1875 and even  l e s s  i n  18951  many Wenham 
i n h a b i t a n t s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  L y n n ,  B e v e r l y  and e l s e w h e r e  t o  work  i n  
t h e  shoe i n d u s t r y .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  w e r e  a l m o s t  as many men 
e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  I n  Wenham t h e r e  were  
t w o  s m a l l  shoe f i r m s ,  a  b l a c k s m i  t h y  and house  c a r p e n t e r s  and two 
c l o t h i e r s ,  e m p l o y i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  2 0  p e o p l e  i n  1895.  The Gage I c e  
Co. f o l d e d  ca.  1882. As t h e  p e r i o d  advanced  t h e  number o f  men 
e m p l o y e d  i n  r e t a i l  and who1 e s a l  e  t r a d e s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d .  By 1915,  102  men ( 3 4 . 9 % )  more t h a n  i n  e i t h e r  f a r m i n g  
o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  w o r k e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  economy a g a i n  
p r o b a b l y  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  towns .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  New h o u s i n g  s t a r t s  r e m a i n e d  m o d e r a t e  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Two s t o r y ,  s i  de e n t r y ,  and t h r e e - s t o r y  , c e n t e r - e n t r y  
m a n s a r d  r o o f  houses  w e r e  b u i l t .  Those i n  t h e  Queen Ann were  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s i m p l e  i n  f o r m ;  known e x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e  L  p l a n  and 
c r o s s  g a b l e  examp les  o f  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m ,  and p y r a m i d a l  ma in  
b l o c k  examp les .  E a r l y  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  a  s m a l l  number o f  
S h i n g l  e  S t y 1  e  houses  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n c l  u d i n g  a  g a b l e  b l o c k ,  
g a m b r e l  b l o c k ,  and d o u b l e  g a b l e  f r o n t  examp les .  R e v i v a l s  o f  
C o l o n i a l  f o r m s  a r e  a l s o  known, i n c l u d i n g  D u t c h  C o l o n i a l s ,  
G e o r g i a n s ,  and Capes. ( F o l l  o w i n g  s e n t e n c e  d o e s n ' t  make s e n s e )  
E x c e p t i o n a l  houses ,  P r o c t o r - M e a d e  h o u s e  ( c a .  19251,  a  b r i c k  house  
o f  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  c o m b i n i n g  G e o r g i a n  and T u d o r  e l e m e n t s ,  o f  2  & 112 
s t o r i e s  w i t h  l a t e r a l  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  e l l s ,  and a  l a r g e  s t o n e  Tudor  
e s t a t e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  s h i f t e d  f r o m  
e c c l e s i a s t i c  t o  m u n i c i  p l e  d u r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
p e r i o d .  A 1 9 0 1  f i r e  house  i s  a  h i p b l o c k  o f  2  & 112  s t o r i e s  f o r  
two  e n g i n e s  w i t h  r e a r  hose  t o w e r  and an e x t e n s i o n  f o r  s t a i r s  t o  
t h e  u p p e r  d o r m i t o r y  and o f f i c e .  The 1 9 0 7  s c h o o l  i s  a  2  & 1 1 2  
s t o r y  f r a m e  h i p  b l o c k  r a i s e d  on a  basemen t  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
f l a n k e d  b y  b a n k s  o f  w indows ;  i t s  s i z e  was d o u b l e d  i n  1920. The 
Wenham G o l f  C l u b  o f  1898  i s  o f  unknown a p p e a r a n c e .  

Commerc ia l  : The known s t o r e s  s u r v i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  f o l l o w  t h e  common 2  & 112 s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
f o r m .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  A M o r r o c c o  l e a t h e r  d r e s s i n g  f a c t o r y  was e r e c t e d  i n  
1886,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  s team power .  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  power  
house ,  t h e  2  & 112 s t o r y  c l a p b o a r d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  r i d g e  r o o f  s t i l l  
s t a n d s  a t  1 5 8  M a i n  S t r e e t .  The b u i l d i n g  has  been s l i g h t l y  
a1 t e r e d .  A d d i t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  made t o  t h e  Gage and Co. i c e  houses  
p r i o r  t o  1882.  A b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p - c a r r i a g e  shop e r e c t e d  i n  1890,  a  
1  & 1 / 2  s t o r y  c l a p b o a r d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  l o w  s t o r e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  
r i d g e  r o o f ,  s h e d  do rmer  and s i d e  f a c a d e ,  s t i l l  s t a n d s  a t  1 0 5  M a i n  
S t r e e t ;  t h e  b u i l d i n g  now houses  a  Texaco gas s t a t i o n .  

X.  EARLY MODERN PER I O D  ( 1  91 5 - 1 9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

L i  t t l e  has  changed  i n  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  Wenham's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
n e t w o r k .  Two p r i n c i p a l  n o r t h l s o u t h  h i g h w a y s  s e r v e  t h e  t o w n ;  R o u t e  
97  ( T o p s f i e l d  Road) r u n s  s o u t h e a s t  i n t o  Wenham f r o m  H a v e r h i l l ,  and 
R o u t e  1A r u n s  s o u t h  f r o m  Seabrook  N.H. and S a l i s b u r y ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  Rou te  128,  B o s t o n ' s  c i  r c u m f e r e n t i  a1 h i g h w a y ,  s k i r t s  
Wenharn t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  b u t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  w i t h  r a p i d  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s i t  v i a  I n t e r s t a t e  95. R a i l  s e r v i c e  
c o n t i n u e s  v i a  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  and M a i n e  
R a i l r o a d .  Commut ing t i m e  t o  B o s t o n  a v e r a g e s  45  m i n u t e s .  I n  t h e  
1 9 3 0 ' s  t h e  t o w n ' s  t r o l l e y  s y s t e m  was d i s m a n t l e d .  

0 .  P o p u l  a t i o n  

A f t e r  e x e r c i s i n g  s l u g g i s h  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h e  t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  
decades,  Wenham g rew s l  o w l y  b u t  s t e a d i l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
f i n a l l y  t a l l y i n g  a  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  o f  110% f r o m  1 0 6 8  i n  1915 
t o  2245 i n  1955. I t s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  c o m p r i s e d  o n l y  16% o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1915 and had  f a l l e n  t o  12.4% b y  1940.  Among 
t h e  n a t i v i t i e s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  1915 w e r e  C a n a d i a n s  ( a l l  o f  Nova 
S c o t i a )  ( 2 3 % ) ,  E n g l i s h  ( 2 1 % )  and I r i s h  ( 2 2 % ) .  

I n  t h e  1952 p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  88.5% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  v o t i n g  
p o p u l  a t i o n  o p t e d  Repub l  i c a n  and 11.5% D e m o c r a t i c .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

G r o w t h  e s s e n t i a l l y  came t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l .  L a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
however ,  w i t h  t h e  i m p e n d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  R o u t e  128 t o  t h e  
s o u t h ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s i n g 1  e  f a m i l y  d w e l l  i n g s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  
pace  i n  t h e  r u r a l  town.  Modern  c o m m e r c i a l  i n t r u s i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  
h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  Wenham t o o  p e r i p h e r a l  t o  make s u b s t a n t i a l  i n r o a d s  
i n t o  i t s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  I t ' s  o n l y  m u n i c i p a l  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  was 
t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  a  go1 f c l u b  i n  1929.  

D. Economic Base 

Wenham was g r a d u a l l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  f r o m  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  commun i t y  t o  
a  w e a l t h y  s u b u r b  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  W h i l e  some l a n d  c o n t i n u e d  
u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  many fa rms  were  c o n v e r t e d  t o  e s t a t e s .  S t i l l ,  
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even  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
i n d u s t r y ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r y  and r e t a i l  t r a d e .  I n  
1954 t h e s e  w e r e  f o u r  s e r v i c e  f i r m s  e m p l o y i n g  2 8  p e o p l e  and t h r e e  
r e t a i l  f i r m s  e m p l o y i n g  2 4  p e o p l e .  A n o t h e r  1 5  p e o p l e  w o r k e d  i n  
t h r e e  s m a l l  u n c l  a s s i  f i e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L a r g e  homes i n  h i s t o r i c  r e v i v a l  s t y 1  es c o n t i n u e d  t o  
b e  b u i l t  i n  s m a l l  numbers  p r i o r  t o  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  T h r e e  e x a m p l e s  
a r e  known o f  s t u c c o  E n g l  i s h  T u d o r  c o t t a g e  f o r m s  as w e l l  as an 
e c c l e c t i c  R e n a i s s a n c e  house.  S m a l l e r  y e a r  r o u n d  homes f o l l o w e d  
more  f a m i l  i a r  f o r m s  i n c l  u d i n g  p y r a m i d a l  r o o f e d  f o u r - s q u a r e s ,  o f  
one and two  s t o r i e s ,  t h r e e  bay  c a p e s ,  t h r e e  b a y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
h o u s e s  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s ,  as w e l l  as r a n c h  h o u s e s  f r o m  t h e  1950s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The L a k e v i e w  G o l f  C l u b  was b u i l t  i n  1929 b u t  no 
i n f o r m a t i o n  on a p p e a r a n c e  i s  a v a i l  a b l e .  I n  1941 t h e  I r o n  R a i l  
V a c a t i o n  House was c o n s t r l l c t e d  o f  b r i c k  i n  a  G e o r g i a n  R e v i v a l  
d e s i g n  t o  h o u s e  o f f i c e s  and gymnas ium i n  t h e  l a r g e  h i p  b l o c k  w i t h  
s m a l l  r e c t a n g u l a r  e l  1  ; i t  was b u i l t  b y  H e l e n  C l a y  F r i c k ' s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The 1 9 5 3  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  was d e s i g n e d  b y  I r v i n g  
H e r s e y  o f  Durham, a  l o n g  l o w  b r i c k  h i p  b l o c k  w i t h  c e n t r a l  
p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r y  p a v i l l  i o n  and r e 1  a t e d  1  a t e r  a d d i t i o n s .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  A r e s t a u r a n t  b u i l t  i n  1930  h a s  been  a l t e r e d ,  b u t  i s  
now a  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  
d o r m e r s  and r e a r  e l  1. A 1947  e q u i p m e n t  s t o r a g e  b u i l d i n g  i s  one 
s t o r y ,  fl a t  r o o f e d ,  o f  c i  n d e r b l o c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : No known i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The Wenham i n v e n t o r y  o f  a b o u t  1 2 5  f o r m s  p r o v i d e s  a d e q u a t e  c o v e r a g e  
o f  t h i s  s m a l l  t own .  

N e v e r  a  1  a r g e  c e n t e r  o r  s e t t l  ement ,  Wenham's h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  1  i n e s  
i t s  r o a d s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  R o u t e  1A. B u t  i t  i s  on t h i s  i n t e r f a c e  
t h a t  d e g r a d a t i o n  has  been  m o s t  s e v e r e ,  i n  a l l  o f  Essex  C o u n t y ' s  
t o w n s ,  h u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h e r e .  R o u t e  1A has  s u f f e r e d  t h e  
i n t r u s i o n s  o f  modern  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r i p  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and  many o f  i t s  
h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  e i t h e r  r a z e d  o r  a1 t e r e d  t o  new f u n c t i o n s .  The 
h e a r t  o f  Wenham l i e s  on R o u t e  l A ,  and  t h e  t h r e a t  t o  i t s  s u r v i v a l  
i s  enormous.  The n o r t h e r n m o s t  p a r t  o f  t o w n  ( a t  H a m i l  t o n )  now l i e s  
a t  g r e a t e s t  r i s k .  

X I I .  FINDER'S A I D  

1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  
and c i v i c  b u i l d i n g s  R o u t e  1  A a t  t h e  

m e e t i n g h o u s e  

F e d e r a l  and E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  d w e l l i n g s  Cedar  S t r e e t  and C h e r r y  
n e a r  1A 
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R u r a l  c r o s s r o a d s  v i l  1  age L a r c h  Row a t  Dodge Row 
and G r a p e v i n e  Road 
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