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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

D a t e :  O c t o b e r  1 9 8 5  Communi ty :  West Newbury 

I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

West Newbury i s  a  r u r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  town o f  u n d u l a t i n g  t e r r a i n  on 
t h e  s o u t h e r n  s h o r e  o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  I t  c o n t a i n s  n o  
c o n f i r m e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  b u t  a r e a s  o f  l i k e l y  a c t i v i t y  a t  mou ths  o f  
A r t i c h o k e  and I n d i a n  R i v e r s  a t  t h e  M e r r i m a c k .  The f i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  
Eu ropean  s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  1686 when a  l a r g e  
s c a l e  d i v i s i o n  o f  " U p p e r  Commons" l a n d s  was made t o  Newbury 
R e s i d e n t s .  The m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  j u n c t i o n  o f  
A r t i c h o k e  and M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r s  b y  1689.  S u b s e q u e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t o w n  ( M a i n  S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y )  
l e d  t o  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  t o  t h e  w e s t  ( 1 7 0 9 ) .  The w e s t e r n  h a l f  
o f  t o w n  became a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h  w i t h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 7 2 9 ) .  
D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was p e r v a s i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  w i t h  t h e  Second P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  d e v e l o p i n g  a s  a  s m a l l  
r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s .  

A1 t h o u g h  p o s t - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  West Newbury was p r i m a r i l y  an 
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  town,  i t s  comb p r o d u c t i o n  was i n c r e a s i n g  i n  s c a l e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d .  A f t e r  t h e  economic  d o w n t u r n  o f  t h e  
1830s ,  t h e  town  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  boom ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  combs and s h o e s ) .  West Newbury v i l l a g e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
a t t r a c t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  town  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  s m a l l  shoe 
shops  a t t r a c t e d  t o  n a s c e n t  i n d u s t r i a l  f r i n g e .  

By t h e  C i v i l  War, West Newbury c e n t e r  h a d  become a  p r o s p e r i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l  age and t h e  t o w n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy, 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e p e n d e n t  upon  d a i r y i n g .  By t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  West N e w b u r y ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  had a l l  b u t  c e a s e d  and  t h e  
town,  was a l m o s t  w h o l l y  a  f a r m i n g  commun i t y .  By W o r l d  War 11, t h e  
i m p e n d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  95 began t o  a t t r a c t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l  d i n g  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  r u r a l  p e r i p h e r y  ( e s p e c i a l l y  i n  
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  r i v e r ) .  W h i l e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e  r e m a i n s  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
West Newbury has  e v o l v e d  i n t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  o u t l i e r  and d a i r y  
s u p p l i e r  f o r  t h e  n e a r b y  H a v e r h i l l - L a w r e n c e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  A rea .  
Commerc ia l  and c o n d o m i n i u m  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  t h i s  t i m e  r e m a i n s  
1  i m i  t e d .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  P l a n t a t i o n  o f  Newbury,  West 
Newbury c o m p r i s e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  2nd p a r i s h .  I n  1819,  
t h e  a r e a  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  P a r s o n s ,  o n l y  t o  be renamed West 
Newbury t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  The t o w n ' s  t e r r i t o r i a l  e x t e n t  has  
e s s e n t i a l l y  r e m a i n e d  unchanged  s i n c e  i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  
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I 1  I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town  o f  West Newbury i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  
Essex  C o u n t y ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  t o w n  1  i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  New E n g l a n d  S e a b o a r d  l o w l a n d ,  a  somewhat smooth  c o a s t a l  
s t r i p  o f  l a n d  w i t h  h i l l s  u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400 and  500 f o o t  
c o n t o u r s ,  I n  West Newbury ,  l a n d  s u r f a c e s  g e n e r a l l y  s l o p e  
s o u t h e r l y  and e a s t e r l y  f r o m  u p l a n d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  and n o r t h w e s t e r n  
a r e a s  o f  town.  Land s u r f a c e s  a v e r a g e  u n d e r  1 0 0  f e e t  t h r o u g h o u t  
much o f  t h e  town  a1 t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  h i l l s  i n  t h e  200 t o  250 f o o t  
r a n g e  a r e  p r e s e n t .  

West N e w b u r y ' s  b e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  a r e  composed o f  s e d i m e n t a r y  r o c k s  
o f  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  q u a r t z i t e  g r o u p  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  town .  
These d e p o s i t s  c o n t a i n  a c t i n o l  i t i c  q u a r t z i t e ,  d a r k  p h y l  l i t e  and 
s h a l e .  I n  s o u t h e r n  a r e a s  o f  t o w n  o t h e r  s e d i m e n t a r y ,  d e p o s i t s  o f  
t h e  M a r l b o r o  f o r m a t i o n  and i g n e o u s  q u a r t z  d i o r i t e s  a r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  S u r f i c i a l  g e o l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  t o w n  d e r i v e  f r o m  
L a t e  P l e i s t o c e n e  g l a c i a t i o n .  An u n d u l a t i n g  t e r r a i n  d o t t e d  w i t h  
kames d r u m l i n s  and k e t t l e s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  s u r f a c e  f e a t u r e s  o f  
g l a c i a l  o u t w a s h  o r i g i n .  I n d i c a t i o n s  o f  sea l e v e l  r i s e  a r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  

West N e w b u r y ' s  s o i l  a s s o c i a t i o n  a l s o  show t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  L a t e  
P l e i s t o c e n e  g l a c i a t i o n .  S o i l s  o f  t h e  C a n t o n - C h a r 1  t o n - S u t t o n  
a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r m  t h e  d o m i n a n t  s o i l  t y p e s  i n  t h e  town,  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  and c e n t r a l  a r e a .  These d e p o s i t s  
a r e  deep and o c c u r  i n  n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They a r e  
l oamy ,  w e l l  and m o d e r a t e l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d  and f o r m e d  i n  f r i a b l e  
g l a c i a l  t i 1  1 .  S o i l s  o f  t h e  H i n c k l e y - W i n d s o r - M e r r i m a c  a s s o c i a t i o n  
a r e  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  These s o i l s  a l s o  o c c u r  i n  
deep d e p o s i t s  and n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They a r e  sandy and 
loamy,  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d  and f o r m e d  i n  ou twash  d e p o s i t s .  S o i l s  
o f  t h e  S c a n t i c - M a y b i d - B o x t o n  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  some a r e a s  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t own  and i n  l i m i t e d  a r e a s  a l o n g  t h e  
M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  These s o i l s  o c c u r  i n  deep d e p o s i t s  i n  n e a r l y  
l e v e l  t o  m o d e r a t e l y  s l o p i n g  a r e a s .  They a r e  v e r y  p o o r l y  t o  
m o d e r a t e l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d  l o o m y  s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  l a c u s t r i n e  o r  m a r i n e  
s e d i m e n t s .  S o i l s  o f  t h e  Char1  ton -Rock  o u t c r o p - M e d i s a p r i s t  
A s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  a r e a  o f  t o w n  and  
a r o u n d  U p p e r  A r t i c h o k e  r e s e r v o i r .  D e p o s i t s  i n  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  
o c c u r  i n  deep, n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They i n c l u d e  r o c k  
o u t c r o p s  a s  w e l l  as  l oamy  and  mucky s o i l s .  They r a n g e  f r o m  w e l l  
d r a i n e d  t o  v e r y  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  and a r e  f o r m e d  i n  g l a c i a l  t i l l  and 
o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s .  

M a j o r  d r a i n a g e  i n  West Newbury i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  
w h i c h  d r a i n s  w e s t  t o  e a s t  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r .  
A d d i t i o n a l  d r a i n a g e  a1 so  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r ,  
I n d i a n  R i v e r ,  and Weaver B r o o k ,  a l l  d r a i n i n g  n o r t h e r l y  i n t o  t h e  
M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  Few ponds  e x i s t  i n  t h e  town.  They i n c l u d e  
L i t t l e  C r a n e  Pond, M i l l  Pond a n d  Lower  and Upper  A r t i c h o k e  
R e s e r v o i r s .  F r e s h  w a t e r  swamps a r e  common t h r o u g h o u t  much o f  t h e  
town.  
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The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  g r o w t h  i n  West Newbury a n d  Essex C o u n t y  i n  
g e n e r a l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  m i x e d  g r o w t h  o f  w h i t e  p i n e ,  oak ,  c h e s t n u t ,  
p o p l a r ,  map le ,  b i r c h  and some o t h e r  h a r d w o o d s  and c o n i f e r s .  
However,  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  p a t t e r n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  m o s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  
t o d a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  oak and c h e s t n u t  i n  u p l a n d s  t o  s c r u b  oak and 
p i t c h  p i n e  i n  a r e a s  o f  d r o u g h t y  and sandy  s o i l s .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  West Newbury a r e a  
e m p h a s i z e d  w a t e r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  r i v e r s  and c r e e k s .  A 
m a j o r  r o u t e  l i k e l y  e x i s t e d  on t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  
r o u t e s  on  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  and B e a v e r  B r o o k .  C o n j e c t u r e d  
t r a i l s  were  a l s o  p o s s i b l y  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r s  and  b r o o k s  
l i s t e d  above.  An i n t e r i o r  l a n d  r o u t e  may h a v e  been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  M i d d l e  S t r e e t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

West Newbury was p r o b a b l y  i n h a b i t e d  b y  members o f  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  
I n d i a n s  and r e l a t e d  g r o u p s  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  Saugus/Sa lem 
a r e a  n o r t h  t o  t h e  York  a r e a  o f  Ma ine .  L o c a l l y  t h i s  g r o u p  i n c l u d e d  
t h e  Penacook I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  l o w e r  M e r r i m a c k  
d r a i n a g e  and t h e  Agawam I n d i a n s  f a r t h e r  s o u t h  i n  t h e  
I p s w i c h - R o w l e y  a r e a .  G o o k i n  ( 1 7 9 2 )  l i s t s  ca.  3,000 men a s  
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  g r o u p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1617-1619  
e p i d e m i c s .  D u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  Mooney ( 1 9 2 8 : 4 )  l i s t s  2,000 
men b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  Penacook g r o u p .  These f i g u r e s  c o u l d  
r e p r e s e n t  a s  many as  12,000 n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  
e x a g g e r a t e d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e p i d e m i c s ,  f e w e r  t h a n  50 t o  1 0 0  
n a t i v e s  l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  West  Newbury a r e a  b y  1620.  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Few s i t e s  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  h a v e  been i d e n t i f i e d  i n  
e a s t e r n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  However,  r e g i o n a l  e t h n o h i s t o r i c  s o u r c e s  
and  known s i t e  1  o c a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  c o a s t a l  / e s t u a r y  zones  and m a j o r  
d r a i n a g e s  as  p r e f e r r e d  a r e a s .  Few Woodland P e r i o d  s i t e s  and no  
C o n t a c t  P e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  know f o r  t h e  West Newbury a r e a .  The 
mouth  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  and  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r s  a t  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  
may h a v e  been good s i t e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  h a b i t a t i o n  and v i l l a g e  t y p e  
s i t e s ,  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  s i t e s  ( f i s h i n g  s i t e s ,  s h e l l  m i d d e n s  and  
b u r i a l s )  may a l s o  h a v e  been p r e s e n t ,  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  o r  
a l o n g  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  i n t e r i o r  w e t l a n d s  such  as  ponds,  swamps and 
s t r e a m s .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  West Newbury a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  
o f  s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  
t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l  f i s h  and  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  
H u n t i n g  was a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  f o c u s i n g  on l a r g e r  mammals such  as 
d e e r  and  s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  Sea mammals such  a s  s e a l s  may a l s o  
h a v e  been a v a i l a b l e  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  U p l a n d  game b i r d s  
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and ducks  were  a l s o  h u n t e d ;  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  and o t h e r  f r e s h  
w a t e r  w e t l a n d s  w o u l d  h a v e  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  w a t e r  
f o w l  h u n t i n g .  I n t e r i o r  ponds ,  s t r e a m s  and  r i v e r s  a f f o r d e d  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h .  L a r g e r  r i v e r s  such  a s  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  
and p o s s i b l y  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r s  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  s e a s o n a l  r u n s  o f  
s m e l t ,  a l e w i v e s ,  shad,  sa lmon ,  s e a - r u n  t r o u t  and  s t u r g e o n .  
S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  f r e s h w a t e r  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  
West Newbury a r e a  p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e .  N a t i v e s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a  may a l s o  h a v e  f o c u s e d  on s h e l l  f i s h i n g  a t  t h e  mou th  o f  
t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  i n  n e a r b y  N e w b u r y p o r t .  D o m e s t i c a t e d  p l a n t s  
such as  c o r n ,  beans ,  p u m p k i n s ,  squash and t o b a c c o  were  i m p o r t a n t .  
The 1  o c a t i o n  o f  n a t i v e  f i e 1  ds  i s  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, however ,  t h e y  
were  l i k e l y  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  o r  n e a r  w e t l a n d  
a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

I n d i a n  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use  i n  t h e  West Newbury a r e a  
t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  Many t r a i l s  may h a v e  
been u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e  o r  c a r t  p a t h s  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t  1  i n k i n g  
Newbury w i t h  t h e  A n d o v e r I B r a d f o r d  a r e a .  Some w a t e r  t r a v e l  may 
a l s o  h a v e  been p r e s e n t  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k ,  I n d i a n  and A r t i c h o k e  
R i v e r s .  M o s t  l a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  West Newbury a r e a  was n o t  
l a i d  o u t  u n t i l  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  when t h e  Upper  Commons were  
d i v i d e d .  E a r l i e r  r o u t e s  may h a v e  been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  
M i d d l e  S t r e e t  and S o u t h  S t r e e t  a r e a s .  These r o a d s  were  n o t  
g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d  f r o m  n a t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and were  used  m a i n l y  t o  
move l i v e s t o c k  and t o  r e a c h  m i l l s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Few E u r o p e a n s  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  West Newbury a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Some c o l o n - i s t s  may h a v e  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  a r e a  o f  
t o w n  o r  i n  t h e  e a s t  i n  t h e  T u r k e y  H i l l I A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  v i c i n i t y  as 
s e v e r a l  l a r g e  Newbury g r a n t s  were  g i v e n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  The 
p e r m a n e n t  Eu ropean  p o p u l a t i o n  was p r o b a b l y  l e s s  t h a n  50 p e r s o n s  
p l u s  s e v e r a l  s e a s o n a l  herdsmen.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  t h a t  West Newbury was s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  The a r e a  i n c l u d e d  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  w h a t  was known as  t h e  
Newbury Upper  Commons o r  Upper  Woods, e x t e n d i n g  w e s t  and  s o u t h  
f rom t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  t o  t h e  B r a d f o r d  t o w n  l i n e .  T h i s  a r e a  was 
u s e d  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  w i t h  a n i m a l s  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  t o  r u n  f r e e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a .  As l a t e  as  1665,  t h e  r e m o t e n e s s  o f  t h i s  
a r e a  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h a t  pens  be b u i l t  f o r  c a t t l e  and  h o r s e  f o r  
s e a s o n a l  herdsmen.  

A f t e r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  New Town, Newbury,  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  l a n d s  
e a s t  o f  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  were  d i v i d e d  i n  1645.  T h i s  l a n d  
d i v i s i o n  was f o l l o w e d  b y  s e v e r a l  l a r g e  g r a n t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  West Newbury and  T u r k e y  H i l l  a r e a  b y  1655.  I t  i s  
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l i k e l y  t h a t  some s e t t l e m e n t  o f  e a s t e r n  o r  s o u t h e r n  West Newbury 
was made a t  t h i s  t i m e  o r  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  However,  t h e  a c t u a l  
l o c a t i o n s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t s  i s  n o t  known. M o s t  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t s  r e m a i n e d  e a s t  o f  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  b e y o n d  t h e  
b o u n d a r y  o f  West Newbury as  i t  e x i s t s  t o d a y .  O n l y  a  m i l l  s i t e  may 
h a v e  been p r e s e n t  on t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  b y  1640.  

Economic  Base 

As C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  West Newbury 
a r e a ,  t h e  h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g  o f  w i l d  f o o d s  were  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  However,  t h e  c o m b i n e d  u s e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
h u s b a n d r y  q u i c k l y  became t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  
economic  l i v e s  o f  West N e w b u r y ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  
01 d  Town Newbury was s e t t l e d  s e v e r a l  1  a r g e  f a r m s  were  g r a n t e d  i n  
w h a t  i s  now t h e  West Newbury a r e a .  A l t h o u g h  few  f a r m s  were  
p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a  number o f  d i v e r s i f i e d  f a r m  p r o d u c t s  were  
q u i c k l y  a d o p t e d .  These f a r m s  g rew g r a i n s  such  a s  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  
wheat ,  b a r l e y ,  o a t s  as  w e l l  a s  r y e  when p o s s i b l e .  F r u i t  and  
v e g e t a b l e s  were  grown b u t  g r a i n s  were  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c e .  
Hemp and f l a x  w e r e  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  g rown f o r  v e g e t a b l e  f i b e r s  t h o u g h  
n o t  as  a  m a j o r  c r o p .  West Newbury f a r m s  may have  a l s o  owned 
r i g h t s  t o  s a l t  marsh  h a y  i n  Newbury o r  N e w b u r y p o r t .  H u s b a n d r y  was 
an i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t y  on f a r m s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  C a t t l e  and  sheep 
r a i s i n g  were  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  t o w n  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e .  P i g  r a i s i n g  
was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  w e l l  as  cows f o r  d a i r y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Honey 
bees  w e r e  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t .  L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  
i n d i c a t i n g  m i l l s  were  p r e s e n t  i n  West Newbury d u r i n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  O t h e r  t h a n  a  w a t e r  powered  g r i s t  m i l l  w h i c h  
may h a v e  been p r e s e n t  on t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  b y  1640.  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Few n a t i v e  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d  b y  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  as  m o s t  
had  been u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e  p a t h s ,  c a r t w a y s  o r  o v e r g r o w n  b y  t h i s  
t i m e .  The M a i n  S t r e e t / M i d d l e  S t r e e t  and  S o u t h  S t r e e t  r o u t e s  
d e v e l o p e d  a s  t h e  m a j o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n  
l i n k i n g  t h e  West B o x f o r d  a r e a  w i t h  Newbury,  N e w b u r y p o r t  a n d  
A n d o v e r / B r a d f o r d .  A f t e r  West Newbury l a n d s  h a d  been d i v i d e d  
s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d .  These r o a d s  i n c l u d e  P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t ,  C o f f i n  Lane,  H a n o v e r  S t r e e t ,  Ash S t r e e t  Holman S t r e e t ,  
Crane Neck S t r e e t ,  B a c h e l o r  S t r e e t  and I n d i a n  S t r e e t .  Wa te r  
t r a v e l  was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one f e r r y  e x t e n d i n g  a c r o s s  
t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  w e s t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  R i v e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

By 1686,  1 6  p e r s o n s  o f  t h e  Newbury West D i s t r i c t  ( W e s t  Newbury 
a r e a )  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  b e  b u l l  t, r e p r e s e n t i n g  8 0  o r  
more  p e r s o n s  l i v i n g  i n  West Newbury.  I n  1693  t h e  t o w n  o f  Newbury 
v o t e d  t o  c h o o s e  a  m i n i s t e r  f o r  t h e  West End i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  w h i c h  
25 West End r e s i d e n t s  e n t e r e d  a  v o t e  o f  p r o t e s t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  as  
many a s  125 r e s i d e n t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
a n d  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  West N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew 
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s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  By 1729,  187 homes were  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  t o w n  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a s  many a s  935 i n d i v i d u a l s .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  West 
Newbury a r e a  may h a v e  d o u b l e d  f r o m  1 7 2 9  t o  as  many as  1 5 0 0  
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1775.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A t t e m p t s  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  Upper  Commons o f  West Newbury a r e a  were  
s l o w e d  b y  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  amongs t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  who were  n o t  
f r e e h o l d e r s  and w o u l d  n o t  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  R e s i d e n t s  
o f  Newbury made t h e  f i r s t  move i n  1679.  I n  1 6 8 3 - 8 4  a n o t h e r  v o t e  
was made t o  d i v i d e  6,000 a c r e s ,  1 0 0 0  a c r e s  t o  n o n - f r e e h o l d e r s  and 
s o l d i e r s ,  and  5,000 a c r e s  t o  f r e e h o l d e r s .  An a c t u a l  d i v i s i o n  was 
n o t  made u n t i l  1686.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  i t  was d e c i d e d  t o  d i v i d e  6,000 
a c r e s ,  e a u a l  s h a r e s  o f  3,000 a c r e s  t o  f r e e h o l d e r s  w i t h  a n o t h e r  
3,000 a c r e s  t o  i n h a b i t a n t s  and f r e e h o l d e r s  who p a i d  r a t e s  ( t a x e s )  
f o r  t h e  l a s t  two  y e a r s .  A t o t a l  o f  111 l o t s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t .  M o s t  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  West Mewbury a r e a  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  
a l t h o u g h  s e t t l e m e n t  may h a v e  o c c u r r e d  b y  1679.  

I n  1685 r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  West End o r  o l d  Upper  Commons and l a n d  
e a s t  o f  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  r e q u e s t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  
s e p a r a t e  p l a c e  o f  p u b l i c  w o r s h i p .  P e r m i s s i o n  was g r a n t e d  and  i n  
1689  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  
R i v e r  a t  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  
f o c u s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  1694-95  t h e  Newbury Second P a r i s h  was 
c r e a t e d  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  l a n d  f r o m  a b o u t  1 1 2  t o  1  m i l e  e a s t  o f  t h e  
A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  w e s t  t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  and B r a d f o r d  l i n e  
s o u t h  t o  a l i n e  r u n n i n g  a l o n g  S o u t h  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  L i t t l e  
C r a n e  Pond;  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  o f  p r e s e n t  West Newbury.  

Once t h e  Upper  Commons were  d i v i d e d  and Second P a r i s h  e s t a b l i s h e d  
s e t t l e m e n t  g rew q u i c k l y  i n  t h e  West Newbury a r e a .  M o s t  e a r l y  
s e t t l e m e n t  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  a r e a ,  r o u g h l y  
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  M o s t  d w e l l i n g s  were  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  where  l o t s  p r o b a b l y  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  
r i v e r .  O t h e r w i s e ,  s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was d i s p e r s e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  much o f  t h e  t o w n  a l o n g  a  n e t w o r k  o f  s t r e e t s  r u n n i n g  
p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  M a i n  S t r e e t  and M i d d l e  S t r e e t ,  p a r a l l e l i n g  M a i n  
S t r e e t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t own .  S e t t l e m e n t  was g r a d u a l l y  
s h i f t i n g  t o  t h e  w e s t .  The m e e t i n g h o u s e  was moved ( 1 7 0 9 )  t o  a  more  
c e n t r a l  p a r i s h  l o c a t i o n  on M a i n  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  P i p e  S t o v e  H i l l  e a s t  
o f  t h e  I n d i a n  R i v e r .  I n  1729  a  p e t i t i o n  was made t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  
C o u r t  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  Newbury Second P a r i s h  i n t o  t w o  p a r i s h e s .  I n  
1731 t h e  d i v i s i o n  was g r a n t e d  d i v i d i n g  t h e  two  p a r i s h e s  r o u g h l y  
a l o n g  Holman S t r e e t  n o r t h w e s t  t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  T h i s  
d i v i s i o n  c r e a t e d  t h e  Newbury F o u r t h  P a r i s h  i n  r o u g h l y  w h a t  w o u l d  
become t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  West Newbury.  A p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  w e s t  o f  M e e t i n g h o u s e  H i l l  and n o r t h  o f  
M e e t i n g h o u s e  S t r e e t .  I n  1760-61  t h e  F i f t h  P a r i s h  o f  Newbury was 
c r e a t e d  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  Second P a r i s h  l a n d s  e a s t  o f  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  
R i v e r ,  now p a r t  o f  N e w b u r y p o r t .  
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D .  Economic  Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and  h u s b a n d r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  economic  
b a s e  o f  West Newbury d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d .  I n d u s t r y  and 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  d e v e l o p e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  b u t  n e v e r  exceeded  t h a t  
o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and h u s b a n d r y  i n  e c o n o m i c  i m p o r t a n c e .  

C o r n  c u l t i v a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g row i n  i m p o r t a n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  p o s s i b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p i g  r a i s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  Cows, 
c a t t l e  and sheep w e r e  s t i l l  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n i m a l s .  S e v e r a l  
o f  West N e w b u r y ' s  sheep f l o c k s  were  l a r g e  b y  l o c a l  s t a n d a r d s .  

F i s h i n g  and  s h i p b u i l d i n g  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  p u r s u e d  i n  West Newbury 
a l t h o u g h  n e i t h e r  w e r e  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  The A r t i c h o k e  and 
I n d i a n  R i v e r s  p e r m i t t e d  a n c h o r a g e  o r  h a r b o r s  f o r  s m a l l e r  c l a s s  
v e s s e l s .  B o t h  r i v e r s  a l s o  had  s e a s o n a l  r u n s  o f  anadromous f i s h  
w h i c h  were  e x p o r t e d  b y  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s .  A f i s h e r y  may h a v e  
e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  Weavers,  t a n n e r s ,  shoemakers ,  
m o l s t e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  a n d  p e r s o n s  o f  many o t h e r  t r a d e s  were  
amongst  West N e w b u r y ' s  s e t t l e r s ,  T e x t i l e  p r o d u c t i o n  was a l s o  
p r o b a b l y  p u r s u e d  f o r  l o c a l  use .  

By 1 6 7 9 - 8 0  a t  l e a s t  one w a t e r p o w e r e d  g r i s t  m i l l  was known t o  e x i s t  
on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  West 
Newbury.  I n  1706  a  saw m i l l  and  t e m p o r a r y  dam were  b u i l t  a t  t h e  
mou th  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  R i v e r .  I n  1 7 7 0  a  comb b u s i n e s s  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  Enock Noyes,  a f a r m e r  who a l s o  made b u t t o n s .  Shoes 
m a n u f a c t u r e  may h a v e  a l s o  e x i s t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  t o w n  a r e  o f  t h e  
c e n t r a l  c h i m n e y  t y p e ;  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  o f  t h e  common 2  & 112  
s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  s y m m e t r i c a l  s i d e  g a b l e  t y p e  b u t  t w o  examp les  a r e  
know w i t h  a  s a l t  box  p r o f i l e ,  and t w o  o r  f o u r  b a y s  i n  w i d t h .  A 
s m a l l e r  number were  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  
i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  w i t h  g a m b r e l  r o o f s .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  houses  
w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  G e o r g i a n  p l a n ,  u s i n g  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  
ch imneys .  Some h a v e  been expanded  b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  b e v e r l y  
j o g s ,  a n d  one b y  a  r e a r  l e a n - t o .  A s m a l l  number o f  1 & 1 1 2  s t o r y  
e x a m p l e s  w e r e  b u i l t ,  i n c l u d i n g  t w o  e x a m p l e s  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n a l  b a y  
numbers .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  1685 j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  i t s  d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  Second P a r i s h  Newbury;  t h e  h o u s e  was 
r e p a i r e d  i n  1696,  moved i n  1711,  and  i t s  t u r r e t  removed i n  1742. 
The s e c o n d  house ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1759  m e a s u r e d  4 4 '  b y  4 0 '  w i t h  2 4 '  
s t u d s  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s .  J u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  F o r t h  
P a r i s h  i n  1 7 2 9  a  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  m e a s u r i n g  50 
x  3 8  f e e t  w i t h  2 0  f o o t  s t u d s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : A c a r r i a g e - m a k i n g  s h o p l r e s i d e n c e ,  ca .  1680 ,  s t i l l  
s t a n d s  a t  801 M a i n  S t r e e t ;  t w o - s t o r y  wood f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  
g a b l e d  r o o f ,  t h e  c h a i s e  e n t r a n c e  has  been a1 t e r e d  a n d  i s  now a  
doo r ,  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: West Newbury



V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775 -1830)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  and M a i n  S t r e e t ,  h a v i n g  become d u r i n g  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  e a s t l w e s t  c o r r i d o r s ,  p r o v i d e d  
t h e  f r a m e  f o r  West N e w b u r y ' s  d e v e l o p i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k .  
R i v e r  r o a d ,  M a i n  and M e e t i n g h o u s e  s t r e e t s  r a n  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  
M e r r i m a c k ,  a n d  M i d d l e  S t r e e t  emerged as  y e t  a  f o u r t h  
r i v e r - o r i e n t e d  a x i s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  N o r t h / s o u t h  r o u t e s ,  
s t r i k i n g  o u t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y  f r o m  t h e  M e r r i m a c k ,  i n t e r s e c t e d  t h e s e  
r o a d s  h a p h a z a r d l y ,  m a k i n g  t r a v e l  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  d i f f i c u l t .  
P a r t i c u l  a r l y  b e t w e e n  M i d d l e  and S o u t h  S t r e e t s  ( t h e  t o w n ' s  
i n n e r m o s t  r i v e r  s t r e e t s )  t h e s e  n o r t h l s o u t h  r o a d s  a r e  o f  F e d e r a l  
P e r i o d  o r i g i n .  I n  1795,  a  b r i d g e  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  "Rocks  V i l l a g e "  
b e t w e e n  H a v e r h i l l  and West  Newbury,  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  a s  t h e  o l d  
f e r r y  a t  " H o l t ' s  Rocks " .  Neve r  an i m p o r t a n t  r o u t e  a c r o s s  t h e  
M e r r i m a c k ,  t h e  b r i d g e ' s  c o n d i t i o n  d e t e r i o r a t e d  u n t i l  i t  was 
d e s t r o y e d  b y  i c e  i n  1818;  n o t  u n t i l  1 8 2 8  was i t  r e b u i l t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

I n  1820,  t h e  town c o n t a i n e d  1 2 7 9  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  t o  
1586  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1830,  a  g a i n  o f  24%. 

The Second P a r i s h  Newbury became n o m i n a l l y  P r e s b y t e r i a n  f r o m  1798  
t o  1807 when t h e  m i n i s t e r  r e s i g n e d  a f t e r  a  s t o r m y  p a s t o r a t e .  
Q u a k e r s  had  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  f r o m  1828.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

As d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  y e a r s ,  s e t t l e m e n t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  
( R t .  11  3 )  c o r r i d o r .  C l u s t e r i n g  o c c u r r e d  m o s t  i n t e n s i v e l y  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  t h r e e  c i v i c  l a n d m a r k s :  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  a t  Hanover  and M a i n ;  t h e  t o w n  
common ( t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d )  on  c e n t r a l  M a i n ;  and t h e  Second P a r i s h  
Church ,  a t  Church  and M a i n  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t .  By 1819,  t h e  t o w n ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  was s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m e r i t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  as an i n d e p e n d e n t  
town.  By p e r i o d ' s  end,  s o u t h e r n  M a i n  S t r e e t  ( e n c o m p a s s i n g  b o t h  
t h e  Second P a r i s h  C h u r c h  and  t h e  t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d ,  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  a s  
f a r  s o u t h  a s  F o r e s t  S t r e e t )  had  emerged as  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  
c o r r i d o r  o f  c i v i c  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  a c t i v i t y  (now West Newbury 
V i l l a g e ) .  Map le  S t r e e t ,  r u n n i n g  i n l a n d  f r o m  t h i s  c o r r i d o r ,  h a d  
begun t o  a t t r a c t  i n t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S t e w a r t ,  
M i d d l e  and  I n d i a n  H i l l  S t r e e t s  became t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n n e c t o r  t o  
B y f i e l d  and s i m i l a r l y  a t t r a c t e d  ( a t  a  s m a l l e r  s c a l e )  r e s i d e n t i a l  
b u i l d e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Beyond t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  a x i s  and t h e  
l e s s  i n t e n s i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n l a n d ,  t h e  town  r e m a i n e d  a  p r i m a r i l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  and i t s  s e t t l e m e n t ,  d i s p e r s e d  on i n d i v i d u a l  
f a r m s t e a d s .  

M i l l  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a  s m a l l  s c a l e  on t h e  I n d i a n  R i v e r  w h i l e  
s m a l l  s c a l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e f f o r t s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  combs and s h o e s )  
t e n d e d  t o  c l u s t e r  on M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  
c e n t e r .  A g r i c u l  t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e a s t  and s o u t h  o f  
M a i n  S t r e e t  ( e s p e c i a l l y  n e a r  C rane  Neck H i l l  ) ,  w i t h  L o n g  H i l l ,  
a d j a c e n t  t h e  M e r r i m a c k ,  a l s o  p r o v i n g  t o  b e  p r i m e  c u l t i v a b l e  l a n d .  
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D. Economic Base 

Though p r i m a r i l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  town,  West Newbury began  t o  
d e v e l o p  an i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  S t i l l  i n  1820,  
f o u r  o u t  o f  f i v e  p e o p l e  w o r k e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  
p r o d u c t  v a l u e  was o n l y  a r o u n d  $40,000, S e v e r a l  s m a l l  shoe shops 
d o t t e d  t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  C o o p e r s  shops u s e d  wood f o r  m a k i n g  b a r r e l s  
f r o m  P i p e  S t a v e  H i l l .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  c a r r i a g e - m a k e r s  b e g i n n i n g  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The l a r g e s t  shop was r u n  b y  Enock 
B a i l e y  who e m p l o y e d  t w e n t y  men i n  h i s  shop n e a r  t h e  t o w n  t r a i n i n g  
f i e l d .  Enoch Noyes f o u n d e d  t h e  comb i n d u s t r y  i n  West Newbury. 
He began  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  combs more  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  1777,  w i t h  t h e  
a s s i s t a n c e  o f  an unnamed H e s s i a n  comb-maker, whose t o o l s  and 
t e c h n i c a l  know-how g r e a t l y  i m p r o v e d  Noyes '  o p e r a t i o n .  By 1830 
t h e r e  w e r e  a t  l e a s t  2 5  comb-mak ing  shops  i n  town.  T h e i r  combs 
were  t a k e n  t o  B o s t o n  f o r  s a l e  and h o r n s  f o r  new combs b r o u g h t  b a c k .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A g r e a t e r  v a r i e t y  o f  h o u s e  f o r m s  s u r v i v e s  f r o m  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  N e a r l y  a l l  a r e  t w o  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  f i v e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h  
w i t h  p a i r s  o f  c h i m n e y s ,  b u t  d i f f e r  i n  t h e  number and c o n f i g u r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  rooms.  D o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  ch imney ,  G e o r g i a n  t y p e s  r e m a i n e d  
p o p u l a r  f o r  l a r g e  houses ,  a b o u t  1 0  a r e  i n v e n t o r i e d .  Even more  
numerous a r e  t h e  s m a l l e r  h o u s e s  e m p l o y i n g  p a i r s  o f  r e a r  w a l l  
c h i m n e y s ;  a l t h o u g h  a  s m a l l  number may b e  o n l y  a  s i n g l e  p i l e  i n  
d e p t h ,  i t  i s  f a r  more  common f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  r e a r  e l l s  o f  one 
o r  t w o  s t o r i e s  t o  f o r m  an  L - p l a n .  Houses w i t h  c h i m n e y s  on t h e  
l a t e r a l  w a l l s  a r e  r a r e r ,  i n c l u d e  b o t h  L  and  d o u b l e - p i l e  p l a n s .  
M o s t  o f  t h e s e  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  b u t  
i s o l a t e d  e x a m p l e s  a r e  known o f  h i p  and g a m b r e l  r o o f s ,  w h i l e  
L - p l a n s  o f t e n  j o i n  t h e i r  r o o f s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  " h a l f - h i p " .  
P o s s i b l y  d a t i n g  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  a  2  112  s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  h o u s e  o f  b r i c k ,  s t u c c o e d  and c o u r s e d  t o  r e s e m b l e  a s h l a r .  
The H o t e l  A l b i o n  was a  l a r g e  t h r e e  s t o r y  L  p l a n ,  h i p  r o o f e d  house  
w i t h  end w a l l  ch imneys ,  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The F o u r t h  P a r i s h  Newbury,  l a t e r  Second P a r i s h  
West Newbury,  b u i l  t a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  181  5-16,  a p p a r e n t l y  o f  
c h u r c h  p l a n  w i t h  a  t a l l  e n t r y  t o w e r  a t  i t s  g a b l e  end,  b u t  l a t e r  
a1 t e r e d .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  M o s t  comb and  shoe  m a k i n g  shops  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  
M a i n  S t r e e t .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  shoe and comb makers  w o r k e d  i n  
t e n - f o o t e r s ,  o r  s m a l l  shops  b e h i n d  t h e i r  homes, some a c t u a l l y  had  
shops i n  t h e i r  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n t s .  A o n e - s t o r y  f r a m e  shop w i t h  a  
c h i m n e y ,  u s e d  f o r  b o t h  shoe and  comb m a k i n g ,  s t i l l  s t a n d s  a t  504 
M a i n  S t r e e t .  A comb f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  ca .  1820,  a  t w o - s t o r y  f r a m e  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  g a b l e d  r o o f  a n d  t w o  c h i m n e y s ,  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  
and i r r e g u l a r  windows,  now s t a n d s  a t  39  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  c u r r e n t l y  
c o v e r e d  w i t h  wood and  a s b e s t o s  s h i n g l e s .  A s e c o n d  comb f a c t o r y  
was b u i l t  ca .  1820,  a  g a b l e - f r o n t  b a r n  w i t h  t w o  b a y s  o f  w indows a t  
248 M a i n  S t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  c a r r i a g e  a n d  c o o p e r s  
shops e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  a l l o w e d  t w e n t y  men t o  work  
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  
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T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The R o c k s / M e r r i m a c k  B r i d g e  a t  Rocks  V i l l a g e  
( 1 7 9 5 ) ,  s u p p o r t e d  b y  f i v e  p i e r s  and t w o  a b u t m e n t s ,  was a t  t h e  t i m e  
t h e  l o n g e s t  o f  a l l  b r i d g e s  s p a n n i n g  t h e  r i v e r .  An 1 8 2 8  image  
shows i t  t o  h a v e  been  a  c o v e r e d  b r i d g e ,  t h e  u p p e r  p o r t i o n  wooden 
i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and b e a r i n g  a  s h a l l o w  g a b l e  r o o f .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

West Newbury n e v e r  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  enormous change t o  i t s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  t h a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  d e l i v e r e d  t o  o t h e r  Essex  
towns .  Bypassed  on t h e  e a s t  a n d  s o u t h  b y  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  R a i l r o a d  
( 1  i n k i n g  N e w b u r y p o r t  t o  H a v e r h i l l  v i a  G e o r g e t o w n )  t h e  t o w n ' s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n e d  l o c a l i z e d ,  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  ( a n d  on a  
s e c o n d a r y  l e v e l ,  M a i n  S t r e e t )  c o n t i n u i n g  as West N e w b u r y ' s  s o l e  
r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t o r s .  The p e r i o d ' s  o n l y  o t h e r  change  was t h e  
o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  " R o c k s " / M e r r i m a c k  B r i d g e  a s  a  p u b l i c  h i g h w a y  i n  
1868.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  West Newbury showed o v e r a l l  g r o w t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  e x p a n d i n g  b y  a  t o t a l  o f  26.4% f r o m  1586  i n  1830  t o  2006 i n  
1870.  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a s  w e l l  as  a t  t h e  end,  t h e  p a t t e r n  was 
g e n e r a l l y  o f  l o s s ,  b e g i n n i n g  a  p a t t e r n  o f  d e c l i n e  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  
i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  t h i s  
s m a l l  t own  was a u i t e  h i g h ,  e q u a l l i n g  20.6% i n  1855. The l a r g e s t  
g r o u p  was t h e  I r i s h  ( 2 7 9 1 ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  E n g l i s h  ( 1 1 0 ) ,  and  
s m a l l  numbers  o f  Germans, S c o t s ,  and Canad ians .  The p r o p o r t i o n  
f e l l  t o  14.6% t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  

M e t h o d i s t s  me t  h e r e  c .  1832  b u t  l o c a t e d  l a t e r  i n  Newbury.  
B a p t i s t s  m e t  b u t  d i s b a n d e d  b e f o r e  t h e  c e n t u r y ' s  end. Roman 
C a t h o l i c s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  M e r r i m a c  f o r  s e r v i c e s .  A M u t u a l  F i r e  
I n s u r a n c e  Co. was f o r m e d  i n  1849.  A F a r m e r s  C l u b  was f o r m e d  i n  
1856 and  h e l d  f a i r s  on t h e  T r a i n i n g  F i e l d  f o r  50 y e a r s ,  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n  1842,  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  town  h a l l  a t  a  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  n e a r  
t h e  t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d  ended t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  t o w n  m e e t i n g s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  t w o  p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e s  ( o n  N o r t h  and  S o u t h  M a i n ) .  I t  
a p p e a r s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  an e f f o r t  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  town,  b u t  no  f u r t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  was 
a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  a r e a .  I n s t e a d ,  s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
i n t e n s i f y  a l o n g  s o u t h e r n  M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  West Newbury V i l l a g e .  The 
Second P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was r e m o d e l  l e d  (18561 ,  a  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  
e r e c t e d ,  and  s e v e r a l  s t o r e s  opened i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a1 t h o u g h  1  i m i  t e d ,  was m o s t  dense  on t h e  
s i d e  s t r e e t s  n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r ,  b u t  began  t o  push  n o r t h w a r d  
f r o m  t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  t o w a r d  t h e  R o c k s / M e r r i m a c k  B r i d g e ,  
a1 ong  Church ,  P r o s p e c t  a n d  B r i d g e  S t r e e t s .  S c a t t e r e d  b u i l d i n g  
o c c u r r e d  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n t e r i o r  r u r a l  r o a d s ,  By t h e  p e r i o d ' s  
end,  t h e  t o w n ' s  m u l t i p l e  shoe shops h a d  begun t o  s u g g e s t  a  
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m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f r i n g e  b e l t  a r o u n d  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  ( s o u t h  o f  
C rane  Neck H i l l  on M a i n  S t r e e t ,  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  George town  Road 
and Crane  Neck H i l l ,  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  and  a t  C o f f i n  and  
M a i n  s t r e e t s ) .  Near  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( r e b u i l t  i n  
1 8 4 0 ) ,  s c a t t e r e d  shoe shops c o u l d  a l s o  b e  f o u n d .  

Economic  Base 

West Newbury f a r m e r s  engaged i n  a  m i x e d  g r a i n  and h u s b a n d r y  
economy. W h i l e  a c r e s  d e v o t e d  t o  h a y i n g  and p a s t u r a g e  d e c l  i n e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  ( a s  d i d  t h e  number o f  l i v e s t o c k )  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a t t e n t i o n  was s t i l l  p a i d  t o  d a i r y i n g ,  f a t t e n i n g  a n i m a l s  f o r  
s l a u g h t e r ,  a n d  r a i s i n g  sheep  f o r  w o o l .  D a i r y  f a r m e r s  t u r n e d  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  m i l k  and  b u t t e r  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  away f r o m  cheese.  
From 1 8 4 5  t o  1865  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m i 1  k  g rew 30% w h i l e  c h e e s e  
p r o d u c t i o n  f e l l  79% t o  4750 I b s .  The g r a i n  h a r v e s t  h e l d  s t e a d y .  
From 1855  t o  1865 ,  t h o u g h  , t h e  g r a i n  a c r e a g e  d e c l i n e d  b y  22%. 
P o t a t o e s  became an  i m p o r t a n t  c r o p  a f t e r  1845.  By 1865  t h e  p o t a t o  
a c r e a g e  was s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  t h a t  d e v o t e d  t o  c o r n .  I n  t h a t  y e a r  
t h e r e  w e r e  1 2 8  f a r m s  t o t a l i n g  6680 a c r e s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  50% o f  
t h e  f a r m  l a n d  was u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  ( 4 1 5 ' s  o f  w h i c h  was h a y i n g  a n d  
o r c h a r d i n g  l a n d . )  G r a z i n g  l a n d  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  b e t t e r  t h a n  75% o f  
t h e  u n i m p r o v e d  a c r e a g e .  T h i s  l a n d  was w o r k e d  b y  1 9 1  p e o p l e  i n  
1865,  a  d r o p  o f  27% f r o m  1840 .  

The m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r  o f  West N e w b u r y ' s  economy was s u b j e c t  t o  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  f l u c t u a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1832,  305 men and 
women p r o d u c e d  goods w o r t h  n e a r l y  $150,000. F i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  o n l y  
175  p e o p l e  w e r e  engaged  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  goods w o r t h  $71,750. 
Comb m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were  e s p e c i a l l y  h a r d  h i t  b y  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  
t h e  l a t e  1830s,  w i t h  a  60% d r o p  i n  e m p l o y m e n t  and t h e  number o f  
comb-mak ing  shops  d e c l i n e d  f r o m  a t  l e a s t  25  i n  1 8 3 0  t o  o n l y  1 4  i n  
1837. The number e m p l o y e d  m a k i n g  b o o t s  and  shoes f e l l  f r o m  91 t o  
84 ,  and  t h e  number o f  p a i r s  and t h e  v a l u e  o f  goods p r o d u c e d  f e l l  
b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  40%. The m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c a r r i a g e s  a l s o  
s u f f e r e d , a n d  many c a r r i a g e  m a k e r s  moved t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  
Amesbury . 
F o l l  o w i n g  t h i s  b r i e f  e c o n o m i c  d o w n t u r n  West N e w b u r y ' s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r  g rew t r e m e n d o u s l y .  I n  1840  f a r m e r s  
o u t n u m b e r e d  t h o s e  d o i n g  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w o r k  b y  a  r a t i o  o f  a l m o s t  3  
t o  2  ( 2 6 1  t o  1 8 6 ) .  I n  1 8 5 5  t h e  number o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  j o b s  h a d  grown t o  a t  l e a s t  6 1 0  ( a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  2 2 5 % )  
and p r o b a b l y  o u t n u m b e r e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k e r s  b y  b e t t e r  t h a n  2  t o  
1. B o t h  t h e  shoe and comb i n d u s t r i e s  boomed. Shoe p r o d u c t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d  b y  450% t o  275,000 p a i r s ,  w i t h  more  t h a n  t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  
number o f  w o r k e r s  compared t o  1832.  The comb i n d u s t r y  f i g u r e s  
a l s o  s u r p a s s e d  1832  l e v e l s ,  t h o u g h  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  were  much l e s s  
d r a m a t i c .  Comb and shoe m a k e r s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  95% o f  a l l  p e o p l e  
e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  1855,  a n d  96% o f  t h e  t o t a l  p r o d u c t  
v a l u e .  B o t h  i n d u s t r i e s  s u f f e r e d  a  l o s s  o f  j o b s  and v a l u e  o f  goods 
d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. The number o f  j o b s  i n  shoe p r o d u c t i o n  f e l l  
b y  31% a s  t h e  i n d u s t r y  t u r n e d  f r o m  t h e  s l a v e  m a r k e t  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  
f o r  t h e  n o r t h ' s  s o l d i e r s .  The comb i n d u s t r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  an even  
g r e a t e r  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n .  New t e c h n o 1  ogy  m e a n t  t h a t  48% f e w e r  
w o r k e r s  t h a n  i n  1832  w e r e  a b l e  t o  p r o d u c e  720% more  combs. The 
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number o f  shops f e l l  f r o m  1 5  i n  1855  t o  3  i n  1865.  D e s p i t e  t h e  
i n c r e d i b l e  boom i n  comb p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  v a l u e  o f  combs p r o d u c e d  i n  
1865 was l e s s  t h a n  i n  1832.  The number o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w o r k e r s  
f e l l  41% f r o m  1855-1865  b u t  s t i l l  t w i c e  as  many p e o p l e  emp loyed  i n  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ( 3 5 7 )  as  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( 1 9 1  1. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Two t r a d i t i o n a l  f l o o r  p l  ans  r e m a i n e d  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d .  One and a  h a l f  s t o r y  h o u s e s  r e g a i n e d  p o p u l a r i t y  
d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  f i v e  b a y s  
w i t h  e x t e n d e d  s t u d d  h e i g h t ,  and d o u b l e - p i l e  d e p t h .  F o r  l a r g e  
houses  t h e  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y ,  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  b a y  t y p e  
r e m a i n e d  p o p u l a r .  An e x c e p t i o n a l  Greek  R e v i v a l  e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  
b r i c k ,  e n d - w a l l  c h i m n e y  N e w a l l  Farm. D u r i n g  t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y  y e a r s  
o f  e x p a n s i o n  houses  w e r e  o r n a m e n t e d  b y  b a y  w indows,  e l a b o r a t e  
c o r n i c e s ,  l a b e l s  and d o o r  hoods o f  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e .  An 
i s o l a t e d  e x a m p l e  i s  5 b a y s  i n  w i d t h  w i t h  i t s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
l e f t - m o s t  bay .  The t o w n ' s  o n l y  d o u b l e  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  i n  f o r m s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e s e  l a r g e  h o u s e s :  2  
& 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  d o u b l e  p i l e ,  p a i r  o f  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e i r  
6  b a y s ,  known f r o m  i n t e r i o r  and  e x t e r i o r  w a l l  ch imney  examp les .  
The new f o r m  i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  
f o r m ,  u s u a l l y  2  & 112  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  t h r e e  b a y  w i d t h  and 
s i d e  e n t r y ;  one e x a m p l e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  s t o n e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The F i r s t  P a r i s h  b u i l t  i t s  t h i r d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
1841;  i t  was g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  s q u a r e  t o w e r ,  b e l f r y  and  
s p i r e ,  a  f a c a d e  o r n a m e n t e d  b y  c o r n i c e  b o a r d s  and p i l l a s t e r s ,  
r e c e s s e d  e n t r i e s ,  a n d  a l l  s q u a r e  headed  o p e n i n g s .  The town  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  h a l l  i n  1842,  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s  w i t h  
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  i t s  t h r e e  b a y s ;  i t  was e n l a r g e d  and  
r e m o d e l l e d  i n  1880. The Second  P a r i s h  r e m o d e l l e d  w i t h  G o t h i c  
d e t a i l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b u t t r e s s e s ,  1  a n c e t  w indows,  a n d  p i n n a c l e s  i n  
1856. A s c h o o l h o u s e  o f  1867 s u r v i v e s ,  1  & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  
w i t h  a  s i d e  e n t r y .  The h i g h  s c h o o l ,  u n d a t e d ,  was a  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  
g a b l e  f r o n t  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s ,  c o r n i c e  b o a r d s  
and  p i l l a s t e r s .  A B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  o f  unknown a p p e a r a n c e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Shoe and  comb shops  and  f a c t o r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o t  
t h e  l a n d s c a p e .  Economic  d i  f f i c u l  t i e s  and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  changes  
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  number o f  comb shops and  an  i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e i r  s i z e .  The Noyes Comb F a c t o r y ,  was b u i l t  ca.  1840,  a  1  & 
1 1 2  s t o r y ,  wood f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  g a b l e d  r o o f  was b u i l t  a t  322  
M a i n  S t r e e t ;  i t  c u r r e n t l y  h o u s e s  a  r e a l  e s t a t e  o f f i c e .  I n  1850  
t h e  N o y e s '  b u i l t  a  l a r g e r  shop;  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  wood f rame,  n e x t  
d o o r  a t  320 M a i n  S t r e e t .  A f i r e  i n  t h e  1940s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  two 
u p p e r  f l o o r s ,  b u t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  one  s t o r y  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  (now w i t h  
a  f l a t  r o o f )  s t i l l  s t a n d s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  8 7 0 - 1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By 1884,  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  maps r e v e a l  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  many o f  
t h e  r o a d s  i n  s o u t h e r n m o s t ,  i n t e r i o r  West  Newbury. M i d d l e  S t r e e t ,  
o r i g i n a l  l y  t h e  r i  v e r - o r i e n t e d  t h r o u g h w a y  a c r o s s  c e n t r a l  West 
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Newbury,  had  now f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r ,  p o r t i o n s  u s e d  o n l y  as  
c o n n e c t o r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  segmen ted  n o r t h l s o u t h  r o u t e s  l e a d i n g  t o w a r d  
B y f i e l d  C e n t e r .  O t h e r  r o a d s  s u c c u m b i n g  t o  n e g l e c t  and d i s u s e :  
P i k e s  B r i d g e  Road, s o u t h e r n  C r a n e  Neck Road and  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
e x t e n t s  o f  b o t h  B a i l e y ' s  Lane and H a n o v e r  S t r e e t .  

R o u t e  11 3  c o n t i n u e d  a s  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  e a s t l w e s t  a u t o m o b i l e  
t h o r o u g h f a r e  w h i l e  n o r t h l s o u t h  t r a v e l  r e m a i n e d  b o t h  c i r c u i t o u s  and  
l o c a l i z e d  i n  n a t u r e .  I n  1883,  1 8 9 2  and  1894,  t h e  R o c k s I M e r r i m a c k  
B r i d g e  was r e p a i r e d  and s t r e n g t h e n e d .  By p e r i o d ' s  end i t  h a d  
become a  d raw b r i d g e  o f  m o d e r n  d e s i g n .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  West Newbury d e c l i n e d  s t e a d i l y ,  f r o m  a  
h i g h  o f  2012 i n  1875,  t o  1 4 0 5  i n  1905.  D e s p i t e  an i n c r e a s e  t o  
1 5 2 9  f r o m  1 9 0 5  t o  1915,  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  f e l l  b y  23.7% o v e r  
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d .  The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  a l s o  d r o p p e d  , t h o u g h  n o t  a s  s t e a d i l y  a s  t h e  t o t a l  
p o p u l a t i o n .  Between 1 8 7 5  and  1 8 9 5  t h e  f o r e i  g n - b o r n  f l u c t u a t e d  
a r o u n d  17%, b u t  b e t w e e n  1895  a n d  1 9 1 5  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  f e l l  f r o m  
16.3% t o  11.7%. The I r i s h  were  t h e  l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  g r o u p  i n  1885,  
61% o f  t o t a l  f o r e i g n - b o r n ,  B e s i d e  t h e  204  I r i s h ,  t h e r e  w e r e  70  
E n g l i s h  and  23 C a n a d i a n  i m m i g r a n t s .  As t h e  p e r i o d  advanced ,  t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  I r i s h - b o r n  f e l l  ( t o  52% i n  1895 and  23.5% i n  1 9 1 5 ) ,  
w h i l e  t h e  number and p e r c e n t a g e  o f  C a n a d i a n s  i n c r e a s e d  ( f r o m  6.9% 
o r  23  p e o p l e  i n  1885 t o  35.8% o f  6 4  p e o p l e  i n  1 9 1 5 ) .  

C a t h o l i c s  began  m e e t i n g  a t  S t .  A n n ' s  Church  i n  1878.  
E p i s c o p a l i a n s  h e l d  r e g u l a r  s e r v i c e s  a t  S a i n t  J o h n ' s  H a l l  b e g i n n i n g  
i n  1907.  I n  1913,  t h e  Emery f a m i l y ,  b u i l d e r s  o f  S t .  J o h n ' s  , 
endowed and  b u i l t  A l l  S a i n t s  Church .  A l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  was 
f o r m e d  b y  t h e  Good T e m p l a r s ,  a  t e m p e r e n c e  s o c i e t y ,  i n  1875.  I n  
1886  t h a t  w e r e  j o i n e d  b y  a  " l a d i e s  l i b r a r y  g r o u p "  a n d  a  l i b r a r y  
was e s t a b l  i s h e d  on M e c h a n i c  S t .  Then i n  1 8 9 4  t h e  t o w n  assumed 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f r e e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y .  I n  1886 
t h e r e  was one h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a  grammar s c h o o l ,  s e v e n  m i  xed  s c h o o l s  
and  one p r i m a r y  s c h o o l ,  a l l  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  town.  P r i o r  t o  1910  
t h e r e  w e r e  n i n e  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s .  I n  1 9 1 0  e i g h t  o f  t h e  n i n e  were  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  Schoo l  w i t h  c o n s o l  i d a t i o n .  

C, S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s l o w e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  Comb 
p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,  i t s  s m a l l  shops now c o n s o l  i d a t e d  i n t o  1  a r g e r  
f a c t o r i e s  a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  Shoe p r o d u c t i o n  r e m a i n e d  a  
f r i n g e  a c t i v i t y ,  and c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  a n d  
s e c o n d a r i l y ,  George town  r o a d ,  w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  
Long and Crane  Neck H i l l  a r e a s .  

M a i n  S t r e e t  f r o m  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d  c o n t i n u e d  
i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  as West N e w b u r y ' s  p r i m a r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  and  
c o m m e r c i a l  c o r e .  M a i n  a t  Hanover  S t r e e t  r e m a i n e d  a  s e c o n d a r y  
f o c u s  o f  c i v i c  and r e s i d e n t i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  t r a i n i n g  
g r o u n d ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  f o c u s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l  d i n g .  
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The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  S t .  A n n e ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 7 9 )  n e a r  
t h e  Second P a r i s h  Church ,  a n d  A l l  S a i n t ' s  E p i s c o p a l  ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  n e a r  
t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  M e e t i n g h o u s e ,  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  c i v i c  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  t w o  m e e t i n g h o u s e  v i c i n i t i e s .  The Second P a r i s h  
Church  b u r n e d  i n  1910  and was r e b u i l t .  A l s o  i n  1 9 1 0  e i g h t  o f  West 
N e w b u r y ' s  n i n e  s c h o o l s  were  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  S c h o o l ,  
l o c a t e d  a t  P r o s p e c t  and M a i n  S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  

D. Economic  Base 

D e s p i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  West Newbury r e v e r t e d  t o  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  t o w n  b y  t h e  
f i r s t  decade o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  o u t p u t  ( p r o d u c t  
v a l u e )  g r e w  b y  42% f r o m  1 8 6 5  t o  1875,  when 40  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s  
p r o d u c e d  goods w o r t h  $423,181, a  f i g u r e  a l m o s t  a s  h i g h  a s  t h a t  
a c h i e v e d  i n  1855.  Shoes and combs c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  
economy. E i g h t  s h o e - m a k i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  g e n e r a t e d  a l m o s t  
$250,000 w o r t h  o f  goods,  more  t h a n  a t  any p r e v i o u s  c e n s u s  d a t e .  
Two new comb f a c t o r i e s  b r o u g h t  t h e  t o t a l  t o  f i v e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  
w h i c h  $110,745 w o r t h  o f  combs were  made. T o g e t h e r  shoes and combs 
amounted t o  85% o f  t h e  1 8 7 5  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  O t h e r  
i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d e d  t w o  p a p e r b o x  f a c t o r i e s ,  two  c a r r i a g e  shops,  
t w o  c i d e r  m i l l s  and a  b u t c h e r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  By 1887  o n l y  t w o  
o f  t h e  comb makers ,  S.C. Noyes and Co., and  G.O. and  T.M. Chase, 
r e m a i n e d  i n  b u s i n e s s .  S t i l l ,  w i t h  s team powered  m a c h i n e r y  t h e y  
managed t o  p r o d u c e  as  many combs as  a l l  t h e  e a r l i e r  b u s i n e s s e s  had  
combined.  I n  1888  o n l y  one shoe f i r m ,  t h a t  o f  James D u r g i n  and 
Son, was s t i l l  i n  b u s i n e s s .  None o f  t h e s e  f i r m s  e x i s t e d  a f t e r  
1904,  n o r  were  a n y  combs made i n  West Newbury a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e .  
S e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1895,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  n i n e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  o f  a l l  k i n d s ,  e m p l o y i n g  o n l y  8 8  p e o p l e  a n d  
p r o d u c i n g  goods w o r t h  $125,000,  a  d e c r e a s e  o f  r o u g h l y  250%. 

The number o f  f a r m s  i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
M e a n w h i l e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n c r e a s e d  o n l y  
s l i g h t l y .  I n  1875,  42% o f  a l l  f a r m  a c r e s  were  u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n  
i n c l u d i n g  h a y i n g  l a n d .  By 1905,  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  f a r m  a c r e s  
had  i n c r e a s e d  b y  1 1 %  t o  8 5 4 0  a c r e s  and 47% o f  t h e  l a n d  was 
c u l t i v a t e d .  O f  t h e  l a n d  n o t  c u l t i v a t e d  e x c l u d i n g  w o o d l a n d  t h e  
v a s t  m a j o r i t y  was d e v o t e d  t o  p a s t u r a g e  Wood1 and  a c r e s  i n c r e a s e d  
59% ( 1 8 7 5 - 1 9 0 5 )  t o  612 a c r e s .  1 6 6 3  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z e d  on t h i s  l a n d  
i n  1885.  M i l k  cows and h e i f e r s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  50% o f  t h e  a n i m a l s . .  
As m i g h t  be  e x p e c t e d ,  m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  s k y r o c k e t e d .  From 1865 t o  
1875,  m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  f o r m  25,275 g a l l o n s  t o  201,095 
g a l l o n s ,  o r  b y  j u s t  u n d e r  700%. T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a t e  i n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d  t h e  m i l k  y i e l d  g rew s t e a d i l y ,  i n c r e a s i n g  b y  a n o t h e r  66% 
f r o m  1 8 7 5  t o  1905.  From 1900-1907  a  c r e a m e r y  made b u t t e r  w h i c h  
was s o l d  i n  G r o v e l a n d .  S l a u g h t e r i n g  o f  1  i v e s t o c k  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  The 141,964 I b s .  o f  mea t  d r e s s e d  i n  1875  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a  44% i n c r e a s e  f r o m  t e n  y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  F a r m e r s  a l s o  
t u r n e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  r a i s i n g  c h i c k e n s  f o r  t h e i r  eggs .  I n  1905 
c h i c k e n s  l a i d  46,889 eggs,  a  1 3 8 %  i n c r e a s e  f r o m  1875.  G r a i n  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  d e c l i n e d  s t e a d i l y .  I n  1905,  t h e  
y i e l d  o f  I n d i a n  c o r n  and  o a t s  had  d e c l i n e d  50% f r o m  1865.  By 1905  
t h e  v a l u e  o f  a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  was g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  
a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods,  a n d  West Newbury was f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  
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p u r p o s e s  a  f a r m i n g  commun i t y .  None t h e  l e s s ,  i n  1915 ,  t h o s e  
e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ( 2 5 8 )  s t i l l  o u t n u m b e r e d  t h o s e  emp loyed  
i n  f a r m i n g  ( 2 0 1  1, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  p e o p l e  t r a v e l l e d  t o  o t h e r  t owns  
f o r  such  w o r k .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  59  
p e o p l e  e m p l o y e d  i n  commerce, 22  i n  c l e r i c a l  j o b s  a n d  35  i n  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  wo rk .  From 1875  t o  1915 ,  t h e  number o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
j o b s  f e l l  b y  19% and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b y  43%, w h i l e  c o m m e r c i a l  
e m p l o y m e n t  r i s e  b y  55% 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  mean t  f ew  new houses  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  g a b l e  f r o n t s  
r e m a i n e d  p o p u l a r ,  o f t e n  w i t h  l a t e r a l  a d d i t i o n s  t o  f o r m  T - p l a n s ,  
and Queen Ann o r n a m e n t .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  p y r a m i d a l  - r o o f e d ,  
f o u r  s q u a r e  house  t y p e s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  
a r t e r y  R t e .  113. The r e m a i n s  o f  Ben P e r l e y  P o o r ' s  I n d i a n  H i l l  
Farm s u r v i v e  o f f  t h e  r o a d  o f  t h e  same name. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S t .  A n n ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church  was b u i l t  i n  1879 ;  
g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  g r a d u a t e d  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  t o w e r  and s p i r e ,  
l a n c e t  o p e n i n g s  and b u t t r e s s e s .  S t .  J o h n ' s  M e m o r i a l  H a l l  was 
b u i l t  i n  1907  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  an E p i s c o p a l  
p a r i s h ;  i t  i s  a  g a b l e - r o o f e d  b l o c k  o f  2  & 112  s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  
l a r g e  c l a s s i c a l  p o r t i c o  a s  w e l l  as h a l f - t i m b e r i n g .  I n  1912  A l l  
S a i n t s  was b u i l t  n e x t  d o o r ,  o f  b r i c k ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  a  
1  a r g e ,  s q u a r e ,  c e n t r a l  e n t r y  t o w e r ,  b u t t r e s s e s ,  a n d  1  a n c e t  
w indows,  w i  t h  c o n t r a s t i n g  s u r r o u n d s .  The Second P a r i s h  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  r e b u i l t  i n  1910,  a  c r u c i f o r m  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  on  a  
f i e 1  d s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  w i  t h  an e n t r y  t o w e r ,  a d j a c e n t  s e c o n d a r y  
e n t r i e s ,  a n d  ha1 f - t i m b e r i n g .  The S o l d i e r s  and S a i l  o r s  Monument o f  
1 9 0 0  i s  a  b r i c k ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  an o c t a g o n a l  c o r n e r  
t o w e r  and  o r n a m e n t  o f  l a b e l s ,  l a n c e t  o p e n i n g  a n d  t r e f o i l s .  A 
s m a l l ,  gab1 e - f r o n t ,  s h i n g l e d  g r a n g e  s u r v i v e s ,  u n d a t e d .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  I n  1883,  t h e  R o c k s I M e r r i m a c k  B r i d g e  was e q u i p p e d  
w i t h  a  s w i n g i n g  d raw o f  modern  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  1892,  t h e  b r i d g e  
was s t r e n g t h e n e d  and i n  1894,  t h e  H a v e r h i l l  s i d e  was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  
a  new i r o n  s t r u c t u r e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  c a .  1875 ,  t w o  new s team-powered  
comb f a c t o r i e s ,  and t w o  p a p e r  box  f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  N o t h i n g  
i s  know o f  t h e i r  d e s i g n  o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  were  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  

X.  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1  9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E x i s t i n g  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  and  saw some i m p r o v e m e n t .  The 
m a j o r  change  o f  t h e  p e r i o d :  b e t w e e n  1 9 5 0  and 1955,  n o r t h l s o u t h  
movement was f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  I n t e r s t a t e  95 
t h r o u g h  t h e  t o w n ' s  s o u t h e r n m o s t  c o r n e r .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A f t e r  an e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d  o f  d e c l i n e ,  West Newbury c l a i m e d  1 5 2 9  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  1915.  T h e r e a f t e r ,  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  v a r i e d  o n l y  
s l i g h t l y  u n t i l  1955,  c l o s i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o f  1621,  an  
i n c r e a s e  o f  6%. I t s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  c o m p r i s e d  11.7% o f  
t h e  t o t a l  i n  1915,  a n d  was d o m i n a t e d  b y  C a n a d i a n s  ( 6 3 ) ,  I r i s h  
( 4 2 ) ,  and P o l e s  ( 2 3 ) .  By 1940,  t h a t  f i g u r e  had f a l l e n  t o  5.3% o f  
t h e  w h o l e ,  a  d e c l i n e  f r o m  1 7 9  p e r s o n s  i n  1915 t o  8 1  i n  1940.  
I n  t h e  1 9 6 0  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  71% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  v o t e d  
r e p u b l i c a n  and 28% d e m o c r a t i c .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

West Newbury e v o l v e d  i n t o  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x u r b  and m i l  k - p r o d u c i n g  
c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  H a v e r h i l l - L a w r e n c e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Area.  R a i l r o a d s  
and  e x p r e s s w a y s  h a v i n g  s k i r t e d  t h e  town,  i t s  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  h a v e  
been u n a b l e  t o  s u r v i v e ,  and  i t s  r e t a i l  s t o r e s  r e m a i n  l i m i t e d .  I n  
1 9 3 9  a  l i b r a r y  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  and i n  1953,  a  B a p t i s t  
Church  was r a z e d .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a t t r a c t e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  R i v e r  Road, f r o n t i n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k ,  and  
t o  West N e w b u r y ' s  i n t e r i o r  r u r a l  roadways .  

D. Economic  Base 

A l l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  h a d  c e a s e d  i n  West Newbury b y  1915 .  
The 1 9 2 0  t a x  v a l u a t i o n  shows 1  i v e s t o c k  c o u n t s  as  f o l l o w s :  213 
h o r s e s ,  574 cows, 230 o t h e r  c a t t l e ,  21 sheep  a n d  71 s w i n e .  M i l k  
was c e r t a i n l y  a  p r i m a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t .  P a s t u r a g e  was an 
i m p o r t a n t  u s e  o f  l a n d ,  a s  was o r c h a r d i n g .  Those n o t  w o r k i n g  on  
f a r m s  o r  i n  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  t owns  w o r k e d  i n  r e t a i l  and  w h o l e  s a l e  
shops .  I n  1954  t h e r e  w e r e  1 1  f i r m s  e m p l o y i n g  20  p e o p l e ,  a n d  a t  
l e a s t  1 3  o f  t h e s e  were  e m p l o y e d  i n  s m a l l  r e t a i l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : S m a l l  numbers  o f  h i s t o r i c  r e v i v a l  h o u s e t y p e s  were  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n c l u d i n g  a  g a m b r e l  r o o f e d  t w o  s t o r y  house  w i t h  a  
gambre l  do rmer  o v e r  t h e  e n t r y ,  a  d u t c h  c o l o n i a l ,  and  s m a l l ,  s i m p l e  
cape  t y p e s .  A l l  S a i n t s  R e c t o r y  o f  1 9 1 6  i s  a  t h r e e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : C a r d i n a l  C u s h i n g  Academy, b u i l t  i n  1 9 2 6  a s  H o l y  
A n g e l s  Orphanage a n d  now b e i n g  c o n v e r t e d  f o r  use  a s  an e l e m e n t a r y  
s c h o o l ,  i s  a  l a r g e  H - p l a n  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  o f  4  s t o r i e s ;  i t  i s  
o r n a m e n t a l  b y  p a n e l l e d  b r i c k  and r o u n d h e a d e d  w indows,  a n d  a  t i l e  
r o o f .  N e x t  d o o r  i s  a  c l a s s i c a l ,  h i p - r o o f e d ,  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e .  
The G.A.R. M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  o f  1 9 3 9  i s  a  b r i c k  h i p  b l o c k  o f  1  & 
112  s t o r i e s  and  5  b a y s  w i t h  a  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  p e d i m e n t e d  
f r o n t i s p i e c e .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : No known i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l  d i n g s  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

F o l d e r  # 1  o f  t h e  i n v e n t o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  numbers  1  and  25, i s  
m i s s i n g ,  and as  many a s  20  - 25% o f  f o r m s  h a v e  no p h o t o g r a p h s .  
The c a .  1 7 5  f o r m s  c o v e r  many o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  s i g n i f i c a n t  
s t r u c t u r e s .  They were  c o m p l e t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1970s.  

Bypassed  e a r l i e r  b y  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  and  now b y  b o t h  I n t e r s t a t e s  95 
and  495, West N e w b u r y ' s  h i s t o r i c  i n t e g r i t y  r e m a i n s  i n t a c t ,  a n d  
p r o t e c t e d  a t  p r e s e n t  b y  t h e  f u n n e l i n g  o f  r e g i o n a l  t r a f f i c  a r o u n d  
i t s  p e r i m e t e r .  A r e s i d e n t i a l  o u t 1  i e r  o f  H a v e r h i l l  and  Lawrence,  
c o n d o m i n i u m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and t r a c t  d e v e l o p m e n t  pose  p e r h a p s  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  town.  A t  p r e s e n t  1 i t t l e  s u c h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
had  o c c u r r e d .  

X I I .  FINDING A I D  

F i r s t  P a r i s h  M e e t i n g h o u s e  I n v e n t o r y  # 117 
Second P a r i s h  M e e t i n g h o u s e  M a i n  and C h u r c h  S t r e e t s  
S t .  A n n ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  I n v e n t o r y  # 72 
A1 1  S a i n t s  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  I n v e n t o r y  # I 2 5  
Town H a l l  I n v e n t o r y  # I 8 5  
S o l  d i e r s  and S a i l o r s  Monument, 359 M a i n  S t r e e t  
GAR M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  I n v e n t o r y  $186 
C a r d i n a l  C u s h i n g  Academy M a i n  S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  Chase 

a n d  C o f f i n  S t r e e t s .  
T r a i n i n g  Ground L o c a l e  M a i n  n e a r  B a r l e y ' s  Lane 
( m i x  o f  1 7 t h - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g )  
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