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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE : 1982 COMMUNITY: Wil l iamsburg 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Will iamsburg i s  one of  t h e  nor the rnmos t  towns i n  Hampshire County. 
I t s  n o r t h e r n  border  a b u t s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  boundary of F r a n k l i n  County. 
Local  t e r r a i n  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  of moderate t o  rugged uplands .  
E l e v a t i o n s  g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s e  from 600 - 800 f e e t  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
Wil l iamsburg t o  h e i g h t s  w e l l  ove r  1200 f e e t  on t h e  town 's  wes te rn  
p e r i p h e r y .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  B a t t l e c o c k  H i l l  (1492 f e e t )  s i t u -  
a t e d  i n  sou thwes te rn  Wil l iamsburg  . Other  prominent  e l e v a t i o n s  
i n c l u d e  Bascom H i l l  (1242 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  s o u t h  of B a t t l e c o c k  H i l l ,  
Walnut H i l l  (1425 f e e t )  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Wil l iamsburg and t h e  twin  
peaks of  Davis  H i l l  (846 f e e t )  and S h i n g l e  H i l l  (767 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  
n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Haydenv i l l e .  These up lands  a r e  b i s e c t e d  by 
t h e  M i l l  R ive r  V a l l e y  which r u n s  th rough  them on a  n o r t h e a s t - s o u t h e a s t  
a x i s .  The M i l l  R i v e r  f l o w s  through t h e  v a l l e y  e v e n t u a l l y  d r a i n i n g  
i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  i n  Northampton. T h i s  r i v e r  i s  f e d  by a  
number of l o c a l  marshy lowlands of t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of town. 
The o n l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  f r e s h w a t e r  body i s  t h e  Mountain Road R e s e r v o i r ,  
a  p o r t i o n  of which i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  Wi l l i amsburg /Ha t f i e ld  l i n e .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  H a t f i e l d  Addi t ion  i n  1695 d e f i n i n g  wes te rn  
boundary (Ches te r f i e ld -Goshen)  , n o r t h e r n  boundary (Conway) , 
e a s t e r n  boundary (Whately) and s o u t h e r n  l i n e  w i t h  Northampton 
(Westhampton) . H a t f i e l d  d i v i s i o n  l o t s  surveyed i n  1752,  i n c o r -  

p o r a t e d  a s  Wil l iamsburg  d i s t r i c t  i n  1771 and e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town 
i n  1775. E a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  (Haydenvil le-Beaver Brook) a d j u s t e d  w i t h  
annex exchange from H a t f i e l d  i n  1845. 

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I n d u s t r i a l  h i l l  town on p r imary  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  between Northampton 
and P i t t s f i e l d .  Located i n  w e s t e r n  up lands  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  Connec t i cu t  
v a l l e y  a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o t e n t i a l  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i tes  a t  
Haydenv i l l e  and Wil l iamsburg .  S e t t l e m e n t  from H a t f i e l d  and Northampton 
d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  w i t h  some mid-18th 
c e n t u r y  houses  around o r i g i n a l  town c e n t e r  on V i l l a g e  H i l l  above 
Wil l iamsburg ,  and a u t h e n t i c  gambrel  c o t t a g e s  on Hyde H i l l  Road. 
Limi ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a f t e r  Revo lu t ion  w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  F e d e r a l  
f a r m s t e a d s i n  Beaver Brook v a l l e y ,  Unquomonk Brook and on Nash H i l l ,  
i n c l u d i n g  n o t a b l e  s e t  a l o n g  Conway Road. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  development of i n d u s t r i a l  s i tes  a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r  d u r i n g  
e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  from upland farms.  Commercial and c i v i c  c e n t e r  
r e l o c a t e d  from V i l l a g e  H i l l  t o  Wil l iamsburg  Center  w i t h  e a r l y  town 
house and b r i c k  t a v e r n  i n t a c t  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  (Route 9 ) .  Haydenvi l le  
developed a s  i m p o r t a n t  m i l l  v i l l a g e  w i t h  landmark set  of p o r t i c o e d  
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Greek R e v i v a l  ownels' houses  o p p o s i t e  o r i g i n a l  f a c t o r y  s i t e  and 
r e l a t e d  w o r k e r s '  hous ing a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r .  Farming main ta ined  i n  
f e r t i l e  v a l l e y s  of  Beaver Brook w i t h  p e r i o d  Greek R e v i v a l  examples 
a long  South S t r e e t .  Continued expans ion  of M i l l  R ive r  s e t t l e m e n t  
d e s p i t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  from 1874 Flood w i t h  n o t a b l e  V i c t o r i a n  b r i c k  
f a c t o r y  a t  Haydenv i l l e  and Neo-Classic  l i b r a r y  and church a t  
Wil l iamsburg i n  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  suburban s e t t i n g .  M i l l  R ive r  
v a l l e y  developed a s  i m p o r t a n t  a u t o  highway c o r r i d o r  t o  B e r k s h i r e s  
d u r i n g  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  w i t h  some o r i g i n a l  g a r a g e s  a t  Wil l iams- 
burg S t a t i o n .  A t  p r e s e n t  commercial expans ion  i s  e v i d e n t  a long  
Route 9 c o r r i d o r  from Northampton between Haydenv i l l e  and Wil l iamsburg ,  
w h i l e  town c e n t e r s  have undergone some r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  from t o u r i s t  
t r a f f i c .  Out ly ing  a r e a s  r e t a i n  h i s t o r i c  l andscape  c h a r a c t e r ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  on upland h i l l  s i t es ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  ev idence  of g r a d u a l  
suburban expans ion  on v i s t a  r o a d s .  

I V  . CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Impor tan t  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  of routeways th rough  wes te rn  up lands  
from C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  w i t h  pr imary  l o c a t i o n  a long  M i l l  R iver  a x i s .  
Major t r a i l  r o u t e  from Nonotuck (Northampton) t o  Housatonic  V a l l e y  
a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  a x i s  of Route 9 from Haydenv i l l e  t o  Unquomonk 
Brook w i t h  p robab ly  fordway a c r o s s  M i l l  R ive r  a t  Wil l iamsburg C e n t e r .  
From Wil l iamsburg  main t r a i l  i s  r e p o r t e d  over  V i l l a g e  H i l l  Road and 
a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t i n u e d  w e s t  a s  Old Goshen Road around upper M i l l  R iver  
(Deming, 1946, p .  71) . Connect ing  t r a i l s  t o  M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  appear  
l i k e l y  a l o n g  Beaver Brook from Capawonk ( H a t f i e l d )  a s  Mountain S t r e e t ,  
from Pocumtuck ( D e e r f i e l d )  and Whately a s  Nash S t r e e t  - Depot Road 
a l o n g  upper Wright  Brook o v e r  Nash H i l l ,  and a l o n g  B r i e r  H i l l  Road 
from upper D e e r f i e l d  River  (Conway) t o  V i l l a g e  H i l l .  I t  i s  a l s o  
l o g i c a l  t h a t  a  secondary  t r a i l  fo l lowed  Unquomonk Brook a l o n g  South  
S t r e e t  t o  Northampton W e s t  Farms and upper Manhan River. 

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no  r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  s i tes .  The a r e a ' s  rugged t e r r a i n  
s u g g e s t s  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was l i m i t e d .  Na t ive  p e r i o d  s i t es  
would have most l i k e l y  c o n s i s t e d  of s m a l l  t o  moderate s i z e d  encamp- 
ments e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r v a l e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  Unquomonk Brook 
and t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Wil l iamsburg  and t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  Beaver 
Brook. Smal l  hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  camps were p robab ly  s c a t t e r e d  
th roughou t  t h e  town' s up lands .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

The o n l y  a r e a s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  a r e  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y -  
mentioned i n t e r v a l e s .  Wil l iamsburg  was l i k e l y  a  pr imary  n a t i v e  
hun t ing  a r e a  because  of i t s  l a r g e  w i l d  game p o p u l a t i o n  which i n c l u d e d  
d e e r ,  b e a r ,  wolves ,  ca tamounts ,  beaver  and w i l d  t u r k e y .  Na t ive  
f i s h i n g  p robab ly  o c c u r r e d  on l o c a l  waterways,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  M i l l  
R iver  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Wil l iamsburg and Unquomonk 
Brook. 
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D. Obse rva t ions :  

The Will iamsburg a r e a  was p robab ly  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  hun t ing  
and f i s h i n g  a r e a  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e s  i n h a b i t i n g  t h e  more h e a v i l y  popu- 
l a t e d  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Norotucks s i t u a t e d  
i n  p r e s e n t  H a t f i e l d  and Northampton. The g r e a t e s t  p r o b a b i l i t y  of 
e x t a n t  p e r i o d  s i tes  would be  i n  t h e  Wil l iamsburg  V i l l a g e  and Beaver 
Brook i n t e r v a l e s .  

PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  ma in ta ined  a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  w i t h  p r o b a b l e  p a t h  t o  
w e s t e r n  B e r k s h i r e s  a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  (Route 9)  over  V i l l a g e  
H i l l  from Northampton. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

The l o c a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  was most  l i k e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  smal l  
hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  bands.  

The Will iamsburg a r e a  l acked  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  mid-1730's.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Three n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  remained b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same 
a s  t h o s e  sugges ted  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base: 

There was p robab ly  l i t t l e  change i n  n a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  rounds .  
C o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  of C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  towns such a s  H a t f i e l d  and 
Northampton may have hunted  and f i s h e d  i n  t h e  Wil l iamsburg  a r e a .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

Wil l iamsburg remained a  f r i n g e  a r e a  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e s  and r e c e n t l y  
a r r i v e d  c o l o n i a l  se t t lers  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  v a l l e y  s e t t l e m e n t  
c o r e .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Primary e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  remained a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  (Route 9) 
w i t h  s e t t l e m e n t  of Hatf i e l d  A d d i t i o n  ( a f t e r  1735) . Extens ion  of 
~ o r t h a m p t o n - P i t t s f i e l d  road  o v e r  Walnut H i l l ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a s  Hyde 
H i l l  Road ( 1 7 5 0 ) '  w i t h  Old Goshen Road improved a s  m i l i t a r y  
highway d u r i n g  Revo lu t ion  ( S y l v e s t e r ,  1879, I ,  p . 4 0 5 ) .  Expansion 
of secondary  highway network from V i l l a g e  H i l l  f o c u s  and Haydenvi l le  
a p p a r e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  O'Neil-Adams Road a s  e a s t - w e s t  connec to r  t o  
H a t f i e l d  and A s h f i e l d  Road a l o n g  Bradford  Brook t o  Conway. 

B .  Popu la t ion :  - 

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  what t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  was. 
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The colonial settlemment did not undergo serious growth until the 
17 60's. By 177 6, the community consisted of 53 4 individuals. 
Williamsburg's colonial population was comprised primarily of former 
residents of Hatfield, Northampton and Martha's Vineyard. Smaller 
numbers moved from southeastern and eastern Massachusetts (Plymouth, 
Rehoboth, Middleboro, Bridgewater, Boston) and Connecticut (New 
Haven, Simsbury, Haddam). 

C. Settlement Patterns: 

The first colonial settlement took place in c.1735 when John Miller 
built a home northwest of Haydenville at the eastern foot of Miller 
Hill. In c.1752, Samuel Fairfield established the second colonial 
home in Williamsburg, near the residence of John Miller. The first 
serious settlement of Williamsburg did not commence until the early 
17 60's. By the end of the period, a small settlement node had 
developed on and adjacent to Village Hill particularly in the general 
vicinity of Searsville Four Corners (slightly above village of 
Searsville). Peripheral settlement occurred in Northwestern 
Williamsburg, northeast of Walcott Hill and Nash Hill. The town's 
first meetinghouse was not erected until c.1779. 

D. Economic Base: 

Local colonial residents concentrated on agriculture, particularly 
livestock production. Emphasis was placed on the raising of beef 
cattle, sheep, and pigs. The hills adjacent to Route 9 and South 
Street were particularly well suited for livestock grazing. Fishing 
probably took place on Williamsburg's streams and the Miller River. 
John Miller trapped for beaver on Beaver Brook. Lumbering occurred 
throughout the town's extensive woodlands. Period industrial develop
ment was limited to several small scale operations. In c.17 70, a 
sawmill was erected on Beaver Brook while a grist mill was built on 
Meekin's Brook southeast of Walcott Hill. Locally produced potash 
was sent out to Boston. Rufus Hyde established the first blacksmith 
shop in c.1774. Samuel Fairfield opened the settlement's first 
tavern in c.1752 in Haydenville on Route 9. A second tavern was 
established by Josiah Dwight on Village Hill in c.1774. 

E. Architecture: 

Residential: The comparatively late settlement of the town is respon
sible for an almost total lack of Colonial residences. The only 
Colonial period houses known to survive are one-story, center chimney 
cottages which survive as ells of later houses. Houses which incor
porate 18th-century ells include the Hyde House (1821) with a c.1760 
ell, and the Josiah Hayden House (1839) with a mid-18th century ell. 

F. Observations: 

Williamsburg was one of the most sparsely populated settlements 
within the Connecticut River Valley study unit. The community's 
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l a t e  s e t t l e m e n t  d a t e  and s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  l a r g e l y  due t o  
Wil l iamsburg v u l n e r a b i l i t y  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  and i t s  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e  
base .  The town ' s  l i m i t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  probably  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  development of c l o s e  economic t i e s  w i t h  t h e  more 
p rosperous  r i v e r  communities such  a s  H a t f i e l d  and Northampton. 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  remains  of t h e  V i l l a g e  H i l l  s e t t l e m e n t  node probably  
s t i l l  s u r v i v e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r i o d  homes e s t a b l i s h e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  
t h e  v i l l a g e  of Haydenv i l l e  and t h e  Meekin Brook sawmil l .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Loca t ion  of mee t ing  house a t  V i l l a g e  H i l l  (1779) f o s t e r e d  l o c a l  r a d i a l  
network a l o n g  Old Goshen and Nash H i l l  Roads. S e t t l e m e n t  of  
Wil l iamsburg Cen te r  c r e a t e d  secondary  sys tem of  c o n n e c t i n g  highways 
a l o n g  E a s t  and Sou th  Main S t r e e t s ,  P e t t i c o a t  H i l l  Road and Will iamsburg 
V a l l e y  Road t o  Ashfield-Conway Roads. 

P o p u l a t i o n  : 

Will iamsburg i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  had many of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  charac-  
t e r i s t i c s  of a  h i l l  town, I ts  p o p u l a t i o n  peaked i n  1800 and began a  
d e c l i n e  which p r o b a b l y  would have con t inued  had n o t  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
development -- probab ly  mos t ly  a t  Haydenv i l l e  -- a t t r a c t e d  o p e r a t i v e s  
from nearby communities.  W i l l i a m s b u r g ' s  o v e r a l l  growth r a t e ,  1790- 
1830, of 17 .8%,  was w e l l  below t h e  60% county  a v e r a g e ,  b u t  t y p i c a l  of 
h i l l  towns l i k e  C h e s t e r f i e l d  (19 .6%) o r  M i d d l e f i e l d  (18 .4%)  . But 
W i l l i a m s b u r g ' s  growth i n  t h e  1820s l e f t  it i n  1830 w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  
of 1 ,236 ,  some 60 p e r s o n s  h i g h e r  t h a n  i t s  premature  "peak" t h i r t y  
y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  main ta ined  on V i l l a g e  H i l l  around upland farming d i s t r i c t  
on Goshen Road. S i g n i f i c a n t  economic development of M i l l  R ive r  w i t h  
pr imary  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e  a t  H a y d e n v i l l e  around t e x t i l e  m i l l  (1809) and 
commercial f o c u s  a t  Wil l iamsburg  c e n t e r  e x t e n d i n g  u p r i v e r  t o  S e a r s v i l l e  
m i l l s .  A g r i c u l t u r e  expanded on upland v a l e s  of Beaver Brook t o  H a t f i e l d  
and Unquomonk Brook t o  Northampton. 

D. Economic Base: 

Although Haydenv i l l e  may have been t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  t a w n ' s  e a r l i e s t  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  development  was l a t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of  b o t h  
S e a r s v i l l e  and Wil l iamsburg  v i l l a g e ,  where c l o t h i e r s '  m i l l s  and l a t e r  
woolen f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  begun p robab ly  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  l a s t  decade  of 
t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  S e a r s v i l l e  a f t e r  1795 a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  s e v e r a l  pro- 
minent  axe  manufac tu re r s .  H a y d e n v i l l e ' s  prominence,  b u t  5or  a  s m a l l  
c o t t o n  m i l l ,  d i d  n o t  occur  u n t i l  t h e  mid ' 2 0 s ,  p robab ly  c o i n c i d i n g  
w i t h  t h e  appearance  of t h e  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  i n  b u t t o n  making. 

The development of t h e  woolen i n d u s t r y  i n  Wil l iamsburg  i s  obscure  a t  
b e s t ;  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  secondary  s o u r c e s ,  Deming, and S y l v e s t e r ' s  1879 
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H i s t o r y  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y ,  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  vague o r  i m p r e c i s e  
i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  si tes of s e p a r a t e  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  (e . g . ,  
d i d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f u l l i n g  m i l l  p recede  a  woolen m i l l  a t  one s i t e ,  o r  
were t h e y  s e p a r a t e  a c t i v i t i e s  c a r r i e d  on pe rhaps  contemporaneously 
a t  d i s t i n c t  s i t e s ? )  Hannay (p.17)  n o t e s  t h a t  Wil l iamsburg "seems t o  
have been t h e  c e n t e r  f o r  c l o t h i e r s , "  a t  l e a s t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1793. 
S e v e r a l  woolen m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were a t t r a c t e d  t h e r e  from nearby towns: 
Arnbrose S t o n e  from Goshen; Enoch James from Whately; and p robab ly  
o t h e r s .  The f i r s t  c a r d i n g  machine ( i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y ? )  was 
i n s t a l l e d  by Roger Wing i n  1803, o n l y  a  s h o r t  t i m e  a f t e r  i t s  f i r s t  
appearance  i n  t h e  B e r k s h i r e s  w i t h  S c h o f i e l d .  With t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on impor t s  imposed by t h e  Embargo, s e v e r a l  f i r m s  s t a r t e d  up a b o u t  
1806. One was A.  H .  Bodman & Co.,  founded a s  a  p a r t n e r s h i p  of  
c l o t h i e r s  i n  1805; by 1813 t h e y  had b u i l t  a  woolen m i l l  a t  t h e  Unquomonk 
p r i v i l e g e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  ( n o t  t o  be con£ used w i t h  t h e  la ter  Unquomonk 
S i l k  m i l l  p r i v i l e g e  i n  S k i n n e r v i l l e )  , a p p a r e n t l y  t a k i n g  over  Arnbrose 
S t o n e ' s  c l o t h i e r s  m i l l .  A t  S e a r s v i l l e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  c l o t h i e r s  m i l l s ;  
V e r s e 1 1  A b e l l ,  Lewis Bodman, and Stephen Graves w e r e  a l l  mentioned a s  
having m i l l s  t h e r e .  But  i t  was N a t h a n i e l  S e a r s ,  f r e s h  from Cambridge- 
p o r t  where he l e a r n e d  t h e  d y e r s  t r a d e ,  t h a t  came t o  dominate S e a r s v i l l e  
and g i v e  h i s  name t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  sometime a f t e r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
h i s  m i l l  i n  1819. By 1832 t h e  p r o d u c t  of t h e  woolen m i l l s  ( o n l y  two 
w e r e  l i s t e d  t h a t  y e a r ,  and S e a r s '  m i l l  was a b s e n t )  was va lued  a t  
$83,500 -- n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  r e c o r d e d  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of t h e  town. Though 
c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  m i l l s  w e r e  a l s o  t r i e d  ( d u r i n g  t h e  War of 1812 t h e r e  
w e r e  two i n  Wil l iamsburg  v i l l a g e ,  one i n  S e a r s v i l l e ,  and one i n  Hayden- 
v i l l e ) ,  t h e i r  p r o s p e r i t y  d i d  n o t  ex tend  much beyond t h e  war y e a r s ,  and 
a l l  had c l o s e d  by 1818. 

S e a r s v i l l e  seems a l s o  t o  have been t h e  o r i g i n  of t h e  axe  i n d u s t r y  i n  
wes te rn  Hampshire County. Rufus Hyde, a  b lacksmi th  from Norwich, 
C o n n e c t i c u t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  triphammer shop i n  S e a r s v i l l e  i n  1795, and 
w i t h  h i s  s o n  Stephen e s t a b l i s h e d  a  r e g i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  q u a l i t y  
b l a d e s .  S h a r i n g  i n  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  a f t e r  a b o u t  1811 w e r e  Joseph Hannum 
(an  axe-making Hannum was a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i n  Hunt ington a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e ) ,  
Levi Hitchcock (1824?) , and Benjamin Baker (c .  1835) . The v a l u e  of 
a x e s  produced i n  1832 was $11,600,  i t s  peak recorded  v a l u e .  

Wil l iamsburg was a l s o  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  n a s c e n t  b u t t o n  i n d u s t r y  i n  
Hampshire County. C r e d i t  f o r  t h e  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  i n  c l o t h  b u t t o n s  
h a s  g e n e r a l l y  been g i v e n  t o  a M r s .  E l n a t h a n  Graves.  The e a r l y  b u t t o n s  
w e r e  made of wooden " b u t t o n  moulds" ( e v e n t u a l l y  t u r n e d  o u t  by s m a l l  
woodworking shops  a l l  over wes te rn  Hampshire C o u n t y ) ,  covered w i t h  
c l o t h .  About 1826 Levi  Hitchcock i n  S e a r s v i l l e  i n v e n t e d  f o r  M r s .  Graves 
a  round c h i s e l  t o  c u t  t h e  c l o t h  which c u t  t h e  was te  and g r e a t l y  
speeded h e r  p r o d u c t i o n .  M r s .  Graves '  son-in-law was Samuel W i l l i s t o n  
of Easthampton, who th rough  t h e  1820s watched t h e  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  of 
h i s  w i f e  and mother- in-law expand d r a m a t i c a l l y .  I n  1827 W i l l i s t o n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a g e n c i e s  i n  New York, Boston,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and o t h e r  
l a r g e  c i t i e s  f o r  t h e  s a l e  of b u t t o n s .  With in  a  s h o r t  t i m e  more t h a n  
a  thousand f a m i l i e s  i n  Hampshire County were s a i d  t o  be t u r n i n g  o u t  
b u t t o n s  f o r  t h e  W i l l i s t o n s .  
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I n  t h e  meantime, J o e l  Hayden had t a k e n  o v e r  h i s  u n c l e ' s  d e f u n c t  
c o t t o n  m i l l  i n  Haydenv i l l e  and e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a b o u t  1822, a  machine 
shop t o  make power looms f o r  weaving woolen b r o a d c l o t h .  (J .  & S. Hannum 
had begun making c a r d i n g  machines two y e a r s  e a r l i e r  ( i n  H a y d e n v i l l e ? ) . )  
Hayden had s e r v e d  h i s  a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  i n  Middletown, C o n n e c t i c u t  a t  a  
t i m e  when t h e  b r a s s  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  Naugatuck V a l l e y  was t h e  c e n t e r  of 
t h e  b u t t o n  i n d u s t r y .  (Another  Hayden, F e s t u s ,  p a t e n t e d  a  b u t t o n  machine 
i n  Waterbury i n  1830.) P robab ly  a b o u t  1826 W i l l i s t o n  b rough t  s e v e r a l  
English-made " F l o r e n t i n e  f l e x i b l e - s h a n k  b u t t o n s "  t o  t h e  Haydens w i t h  
t h e  o f f e r  t o  s h a r e  t h e  p r o f i t s  i f  t h e y  would d i s c o v e r  a  p r o c e s s ,  
c o n s t r u c t  t h e  a p p a r a t u s ,  and manufacture  b u t t o n s  by machinery.  I t  was 
w i t h  some d i f f i c u l t y ,  however, t h a t  t h e  work was under taken ,  and n o t  
u n t i l  W i l l i s t o n  m e t  an  E n g l i s h  mechanic,  F r a n c i s  S idney ,  whom he 
induced t o  come t o  H a y d e n v i l l e ,  t h a t  b u t t o n  machinery ,  i n  1834, was 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  produced and p u t  i n  o p e r a t i o n  (Lyman, 5 7 ;  though Hayden 
had r e c e i v e d  a  p a t e n t  on f  l e x i b l e - s h a n k  b u t t o n s  i n  1831) . By 1832 
Hayden was t h e  l a r g e s t  f a c t o r y  employer i n  town, w i t h  a  work f o r c e  of 
30 women and 1 2  boys. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  There  a r e  approx imate ly  a  dozen F e d e r a l  houses s u r v i v i n g  
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r s  o f  Wil l iamsburg  and Haydenv i l l e .  Comparat ively 
few of t h e s e  d a t e  from t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d .  Most of t h e  
houses  were b u i l t  a f t e r  1815, w i t h  a  l a r g e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of houses of 
t h e  1820s.  To some e x t e n t ,  t h e  l a c k  of  p e r i o d  houses a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  r e f l e c t s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  i n  t h e  Flood of 1874. 
Thus, it i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  F e d e r a l  houses  s u r v i v i n g  i n  some 
numbers i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  h i l l s .  P e r i o d  houses  w e r e  noted  on Hemenway, 
Depot and P e t t i c o a t  H i l l  Roads. The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  town ' s  p e r i o d  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  houses .  A 
few twin  r e a r w a l l  chimney c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  houses  a r e  a l s o  e x t a n t ;  
twin  r e a r w a l l  chimneys w e r e  n o t  common i n  t h e  r e g i o n  b u t  w e r e  a l s o  
b u i l t  i n  Northampton and H a t f i e l d .  One of t h e s e ,  t h e  h i p  r o o f e d  Ely 
House a t  Haydenv i l l e ,  i s  d a t e d  c .1790,  a  compara t ive ly  e a r l y  d a t e  f o r  
t h e  form. Of t h e  houses b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a t  l e a s t  two f o l l o w  a  
n e a r l y  i d e n t i c a l  form w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s ,  
h i p  r o o f s  and m o d i l l i o n  c o r n i c e s .  These a r e  t h e  E ly  House ( c .  1790) 
and t h e  Bodman House ( 1 8 1 8 ) .  One b r i c k  house (Hyde House, 1821) i s  
known a s  w e l l .  A l l  a r e  t y p i c a l  F e d e r a l  houses .  By 1830, however, 
two i n n o v a t i v e  Greek R e v i v a l  houses  had been b u i l t .  The f i r s t ,  t h e  
J o e l  Hayden House (1828) , f e a t u r e s  a  temple f r o n t  c e n t e r  main b l o c k ,  
w i t h  s i d e h a l l  e n t r a n c e  and Dor ic  p o r t i c o ,  f l a n k e d  by one-s to ry  colon- 
naded wings. The o t h e r ,  on Main S t r e e t  a t  Wil l iamsburg  C e n t e r ,  was 
a l s o  b u i l t  i n  1828. B u i l t  of b r i c k ,  t h e  house f e a t u r e s  end chimneys, 
g a b l e  f r o n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  and Greek R e v i v a l  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meet inghouse ,  f o r  which t h e  name of t h e  
b u i l d e r  ( C a p t a i n  J o n a t h a n  Warner) i s  t h e  o n l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e t a i l  
known, was b u i l t  c.1778. I n  1830, f o u r  schoo lhouses  s t o o d  i n  t h e  
town. 

Commercial: Secondary s o u r c e s  ( S y l v e s t e r  1879 : 409) i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a s  
many a s  seven t a v e r n s  o r  p u b l i c  houses  may have o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  
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p e r i o d .  Of t h e s e ,  o n l y  one (Wil l iams House, 1 8 1 2 ) ,  a  doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimney F e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  two-s tory  ve randa ,  s u r v i v e s .  

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

M i l l  R ive r  c o r r i d o r  remained a s  pr imary  r o u t e  a x i s  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  
improvement of Wil l iamsburg  b ranch  r a i l r o a d  (1868) th rough  Haydenvi l le  
t o  Wil l iamsburg S t a t i o n  (now abandoned) .  E x t e n s i o n  of  highways from 
Will iamsburg C e n t e r  t o  S e a r s v i l l e  a s  Route 9 and t o  C h e s t e r f i e l d  a s  
Route 143. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

The development,particularly o f  S k i n n e r v i l l e ,  and t h e  expansion of 
Haydenv i l l e  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  p robab ly  accoun t s  f o r  a  
good p a r t  of t h e  town ' s  growth r a t e ,  Between 1830 and 1870 t h e  town 
grew by 74 .6%,  s i x t h  f a s t e s t  growing town i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  and w e l l  
above t h e  46.7% coun ty  a v e r a g e .  Much of t h i s  growth occur red  i n  t h e  
1850s ,  when t h e  town grew on a v e r a g e  by over  55 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r .  By 
1870, a f t e r  a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War y e a r s  1860-65, Wi l l i amsburg ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  2,159.  

Wi l l i amsburg ' s  immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h r e e  p o i n t s  above t h e  13.3% 
county  a v e r a g e ,  was t h e  f i f t h  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  i n  t h e  county i n  
1855. Of t h i s  number, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  I r i s h  ( 7 0 8 ) ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  
numbers came from Germany (13%)  and England ( 1 0 % )  . 
C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

R e l o c a t i o n  of c i v i c  f o c u s  from V i l l a g e  H i l l  t o  Wil l iamsburg Cen te r  
i n  M i l l  R iver  v a l l e y  ( 1 8 3 4 ) .  Pr imary  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  expanded a t  
Haydenv i l l e  m i l l s  w i t h  secondary  c e n t e r  a t  S e a r s v i l l e .  A g r i c u l t u r e  
l i m i t e d  t o  Beaver Brook v a l l e y  and upland d i s t r i c t s  of Goshen- 
Ashf i e l d  road .  

D .  Economic Base: 

The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  saw t h e  peak and dominance of t h e  b u t t o n  
i n d u s t r y  u n t i l  it was moved t o  Easthampton i n  1847 by i t s  c h i e f  
promotor Samuel W i l l i s t o n .  Woolens, however, remained a n  i m p o r t a n t  
p r o d u c t ,  a s  d i d  t h e  growing p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  Hayden Brass  Foundry, 
by 1865 t h e  l a r g e s t  employer i n  Wil l iamsburg .  The new v i l l a g e  of  
S k i n n e r v i l l e  developed around Will iam S k i n n e r ' s  s i l k  m i l l  a f t e r  1853, 
which, l i k e  Hayden's 1847 c o t t o n  m i l l ,  w e r e  t h e  major  t e x t i l e  employers 
by t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d .  

Although Hitchcock c o n t i n u e d  making c h i s e l s  ( f o r  t h e  b u t t o n  i n d u s t r y ? )  
w e l l  i n t o  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  axe  b u s i n e s s  of S e a r s v i l l e ,  on t h e  whole, 
d e c l i n e d .  N a t h a n i e l  Sears 'own woolen m i l l  p r o s p e r e d ,  though he s o l d  
o u t  e a r l y  t o  Thomas Nash a t  t h e  h e i g h t  of h i s  p r o s p e r i t y ,  producing 
C i v i l  War b l a n k e t s .  
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I n  Wil l iamsburg v i l l a g e ,  a s  i n  S e a r s v i l l e ,  w e r e  s m a l l  b u t t o n  f a c t o r i e s ,  
b u t  t h e  l a r g e s t  b u s i n e s s ,  by 1855,  a p p e a r s  t o  have been i n  c a r p e n t e r s '  
t o o l s .  E z r a  Thayer had begun making c l o c k  c a s e s  i n  1831. H i s  
b r o t h e r ,  W i l l i s t o n  Thayer took o v e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  changing g r a d u a l l y  
over  t o  f u r n i t u r e  and hardware.  By 1855, 43 men w e r e  employed making 
mechanics t o o l s  (bench and molding p l a n e s )  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  worth $25,000. 
The o t h e r  ma jo r  employer i n  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  Unquomonk Woolen M i l l ,  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1847, was t a k e n  o v e r  by H .  L .  James i n  1853. Two y e a r s  
l a t e r  i t s  s a t i n e t  was v a l u e d  a t  $40,000. 

Haydenv i l l e  u n t i l  1847 was dominated by t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of J o e l  
Hayden and Samuel W i l l i s t o n .  I n  b o t h  census  y e a r s ,  1837 and 1845, t h e  
v a l u e  of  covered b u t t o n s  was more t h a n  t h a t  of a 1 1  t h e  o t h e r  manu- 
f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t s  combined. T h i s  major  i n d u s t r y  was removed from 
Haydenv i l l e  when W i l l i s t o n  bought  o u t  Hayden i n  1848 and r e l o c a t e d  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  Easthampton. But  Hayden, i n  company w i t h  A.  D .  Sanders ,  
a l r e a d y  had o t h e r  manufac tu r ing  i n t e r e s t s .  Chief among t h e s e  was t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  new c o t t o n  m i l l  i n  1846-47 (Hayden, w i t h  W i l l i s t o n ,  
was a l s o  an  i n c o r p o r a t o r  a t  t h e  same t i m e  of t h e  B e n s o n v i l l e  Mfg. Co. 
i n  F l o r e n c e ) ;  by 1855 c o t t o n  s h e e t i n g ,  w e l l  r e c e i v e d  i n  Boston and 
e l s e w h e r e ,  was v a l u e d  a t  $80,000. With 80 o p e r a t i v e s ,  i t  was then  
t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  town. The b r a s s  works a l s o  found a  new 
p r o d u c t  i n  plumbers goods ,  and by 1855 it had an employee r o s t e r  and 
p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  less t h a n  t h e  c o t t o n  m i l l .  

Beginning i n  t h e  1840s i n  Goshen, Wil l iamsburg  m i l l  owners began 
c o n s t r u c t i n g  s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r s  t o  supplement  t h e  M i l l  R ive r  f low a t  
d r y  p e r i o d s .  The M i l l  R ive r  i t s e l f ,  by 1855, was r e p u t e d  t o  be t h e  
s i t e  of 74 s e p a r a t e  manufac tu r ing  p l a n t s  -- 25 p e r c e n t  of a l l  t h e  
p l a n t s  i n  t h e  th ree -coun ty  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  

A second r e s e r v o i r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1865 a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  n o r t h  of 
Wil l iamsburg v i l l a g e ,  and a  t h i r d  i n  Goshen i n  1873. J o e l  Hayden was 
h imsel f  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  N e w  Haven & 
Northampton R a i l r o a d  t o  Wil l iamsburg  i n  1867, though a  p r o j e c t e d  
l i n e  t o  North Adams remained u n r e a l i z e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Many houses  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  Wil l iamsburg C e n t e r ,  S e a r s v i l l e  
and Haydenv i l l e  a s  i n d u s t r i e s  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l  River expanded. One-to- 
two s t o r y  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Greek Rev iva l  and I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  
b u i l t  a long  Main and South  Main S t r e e t s  a t  Haydenv i l l e  and on Main 
and V i l l a g e  H i l l  S t r e e t s  a t  Wil l iamsburg  C e n t e r .  Most of t h e s e  were 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  1850s and i n c o r p o r a t e  end g a b l e  pediments  (some w i t h  
roundhead windows),  s i d e  v e r a n d a s  and r e a r  e l l s .  A number of one-and- 
a -ha l f  s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e / G o t h i c  Rev iva l  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  workers '  c o t t a g e s  
were b u i l t  on High S t r e e t  i n  Haydenv i l l e  i n  1867. M u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  
housing i s  uncommon; however, two o u t s t a n d i n g  examples a t  Haydenvi l le  
shou ld  be no ted :  t h e s e  a r e  a  Greek R e v i v a l  double  house a t  South 
Main and High S t r e e t s  and a  S t i c k  S t y l e  doub le  house on Main S t r e e t .  
The Greek Rev iva l  house ,  w i t h  s t y l i s h  d e t a i l s ,  f e a t u r e s  two three-bay 
s i d e h a l l  u n i t s ,  one a t  t h e  f r o n t  and one a t  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  long ,  
r e c t a n g u l a r  s t r u c t u r e .  The S t i c k  S t y l e  house a p p e a r s  t o  d a t e  from 
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t h e  1860s and i n c l u d e s  board and b a t t e n  s i d i n g  and deep,  overhanging 
eaves .  Of n o t e  a r e  a  Goth ic  Rev iva l  board and b a t t e n  c o t t a g e  on 
Kings ley  Road, t h e  Second Empire Spelman House (1864) and t h e  J o s i a h  
Hayden (1839) House, a  temple f r o n t  Greek Rev iva l  house n e a r l y  iden-  
t i c a l  t o  t h e  1828 J o e l  Hayden House n e x t  door .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Many of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  two v i l l a g e s  
d a t e  from t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  The F i r s t  Congrega t iona l  Church 
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  b u i l t  i n  1835,  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  of t h e s e .  Subsequent  
a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n c l u d e  r a i s i n g  it one s t o r y  i n  1859 and 
adding a  new f a c a d e  i n  1897. A s  b u i l t ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a p p e a r s  t o  have 
been a  t h r e e  bay f a c a d e ,  one-and-a-half s t o r y  Greek Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  a  one-s tage  s q u a r e  b e l f r y .  I n  1848, t h e  Haydenv i l l e  Congrega t iona l  
Church was o rgan ized  w i t h  a  two s t o r y  Greek Rev iva l  church  b u i l t  i n  
1851. Other  n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  
Town H a l l  (1841) w i t h  a  heavy o c t a g o n a l  domed c u p o l a ,  t h e  Greek Revival  
High School  (1850; now Grange H a l l )  w i t h  a  Dor ic  p o r t i c o  and S t .  Mary 's  
C a t h o l i c  Church (1868,  O'Keefe and Hogan, S p r i n g f i e l d ) ,  a  two-story 
Gothic  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  s i d e  a i s l e s  and an  o f f s e t  b e l f r y  and 
s p i r e  tower. Other  s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
Greek R e v i v a l  Haydenv i l l e  C e n t r a l  School  (1859,  Wil l iam F .  P r a t t )  and 
t h e  b r i c k  S e a r s v i l l e  (1844) and South S t r e e t  (1842) s h c o o l s .  

Commercial: S e v e r a l  commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r  i n c l u d i n g  a n  1830 b r i c k  t a v e r n  and s e v e r a l  s t o r e s .  
The Hampshire House t a v e r n  i s  a  two-s tory  b r i c k  Greek Rev iva l  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  end chimneys. Other  commercial b u i l d i n g s  a r e  two s t o r y  
frame s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1850s.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The Wil l iamsburg  Blacksmith  Shop ( c . 1 8 4 0 ) ,  fo rmer ly  a  
c l o c k  shop,  i s  one of a  few i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  known e x t a n t .  The 
shop ,  a  frame b u i l d i n g  two s t o r i e s  t a l l  and s i x  bays wide by f o u r t e e n  
long ,  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  A l s o  s t a n d i n g  a t  Haydenvi l le  on 
Lower Main S t r e e t  was t h e  C o r t i c e l l i  S i l k  M i l l ,  a  f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  s i x  over  s i x  s a s h ,  b u i l t  i n  1847 by t h e  Hayden and 
Sanders  c o t t o n  company; i t  was r e c e n t l y  d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued improvement of M i l l  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  of  
suburban s t ree t  r a i l w a y  r o u t e  from Northampton t o  Haydenv i l l e  and 
Will iamsburg Center  a l o n g  Route 9 (by 1 9 0 0 ) .  

The c o l l a p s e  of much of W i l l i a m s b u r g ' s  manufac tu r ing  economy w i t h  
t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  f l o o d  of 1874 began a  long t r e n d  of d e c l i n i n g  census  
y e a r s .  But  an  unexpla ined r i s e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1870s ( a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
reopening t h e  b r a s s  works,  o r  t h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  of L e e d s ? ) ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  suburban Northampton growth 190 0- 1 0 ,  connected w i t h  t h e  
opening of t h e  s treet  r a i l w a y ,  l e s s e n e d  t h e  n e t  e f f e c t  of t h e  
d e c l i n i n g  r e p o r t s .  I n  1915, a s  a  r e s u l t ,  Wil l iamsburg  was on ly  4 1  
p e r s o n s  less t h a n  t h e  f i g u r e  45 y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  
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Though t h e  town ' s  fo re ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n  was f o u r  p o i n t s  above t h e  
county  average  i n  1880,  f o r  much of t h e  p e r i o d  (1905,  1 9 1 5 ) ,  t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  was s i x  p o i n t s  below it. I n  1880 t h e  l a r g e s t  immigrant 
group were t h e  French Canad ians ,  who made up s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  
h a l f .  A 1971 a c c o u n t  w r i t e s  t h a t  t h e y  came t o  work i n  t h e  s i l k  
m i l l s  and s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  "Frenchtown" i n  t h e  Haydenv i l l e  a r e a .  I f  
t h i s  i s  s o ,  however, it must have been t o  work i n  t h e  main Leeds 
p l a n t  nea rby ,  s i n c e  t h e  o l d  Haydenv i l l e  m i l l  was n o t  a c q u i r e d  by 
Nonotuck S i l k  u n t i l  1884. By 1915,  P o l e s  w e r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  immigrant 
group ( 4 3 % ) ,  probab ly  i n d i c a t i n g  an  i n c r e a s e d  emphasis  on farming 
over  manufac tu r ing .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  and commercial f o c u s  main ta ined  a t  Wil l iamsburg Center  w i t h  
expansion of a c t i v i t y  t o  Wil l iamsburg  S t a t i o n  ( 1 8 6 8 ) .  I n d u s t r i a l  
c e n t e r  ma in ta ined  a t  Haydenv i l l e  a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  w i t h  re- 
b u i l d i n g  of f a c t o r i e s  a f t e r  187 4 F lood.  Farming d i s t r i c t s  remained 
around Beaver Brook and A s h f i e l d  Road. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Though t h e  o r d e r l y  development  of Wil l iamsburg economy b o t h  b e f o r e  
and a f t e r  1874 may be i m p e r f e c t l y  c h r o n i c l e d  i n  t h e  secondary  s o u r c e s ,  
t h e r e  i s  no m i s t a k i n g  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  t h e  f l o o d  of May 1 9 ,  1874 
had on t h e  townspeople and i n d u s t r y  of t h e  town of  Wil l iamsburg .  The 
a c c o u n t s  o f  t h e  b r e a k i n g  of t h e  1865 dam on t h e  E a s t  Branch and t h e  
subsequent  l o s s  of l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  a r e  t o l d  i n  g r a p h i c  d e t a i l .  
( C u r i o u s l y ,  t h e  f l o o d  was fo l lowed less t h a n  two months l a t e r  by t h e  
b reak ing  of a n o t h e r  r e s e r v o i r  dam i n  M i d d l e f i e l d ,  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  m i l l s  i n  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  t h e r e , )  

S e a r s v i l l e  e scaped  t h e  impact  of t h e  f l o o d ,  b u t  i n d u s t r y  had a l r e a d y  
moved o u t  of t h a t  v i l l a g e .  P a r t s  of Wil l iamsburg  v i l l a g e  escaped ;  
T h a y e r ' s  Wil l iamsburg Tool  F a c t o r y  and t h e  H i l l  B r o t h e r s  But ton  Co. 
b o t h  s u r v i v e d  f o r  much of t h e  p e r i o d .  S k i n n e r v i l l e  was d e v a s t a t e d ,  
however, and Wil l iam S k i n n e r ,  i n s t e a d  of r e b u i l d i n g ,  a c c e p t e d  a  
promis ing  o f f e r  of  t h e  Holyoke Water Power Co. t o  b u i l d  a  new m i l l  
i n  t h e  Paper  C i t y .  A t  Haydenv i l l e ,  t h e  b r a s s  works was a t  once 
r e b u i l t ,  and it seems t o  have gone through s e v e r a l  changes of ownership.  
Though t h e  c o t t o n  m i l l  s u r v i v e d ,  i t  had f a i l e d  f i n a n c i a l l y  by t h e  
l88Os, and was t a k e n  over  by t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  Nonotuck S i l k  Co., 
headquar te red  i n  F l o r e n c e  immediately t o  t h e  s o u t h .  

I n  1897 t h e  b u t t o n  b u s i n e s s  g o t  a  f r e s h  s t a r t  when H e r b e r t  A .  Smith 
removed t h e  b u s i n e s s  of  t h e  Hampshire P e a r l  But ton  Co., from W e s t  
C h e s t e r f i e l d  t o  Haydenv i l l e .  

A g a z e t t e e r  of 1885 r e p o r t e d  13 m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i n  Wil l iamsburg .  O f  
t h e s e  t h e  l a r g e s t  was t h e  b r a s s  works,  employing 210 p e r s o n s ,  and 
t h e  James woolen, employing 52 o p e r a t i v e s .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Williamsburg



A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Comparat ively few houses  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  L a t e  Indus-  
t r i a l ,  a l t h o u g h  some r e b u i l d i n g  of houses  d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  1874 M i l l  
R ive r  Flood took p l a c e  i n  t h e  1880s and ' 9 0 s .  Most of t h e  houses 
b u i l t  a t  Wil l iamsburg  Cen te r  and Haydenv i l l e  a r e  s i d e h a l l  and L-plan 
one and two s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  s imple  S t i c k  S t y l e  o r  Queen Anne 
d e s i g n s .  Only a  v e r y  few more s u b s t a n t i a l  houses were b u i l t .  Among 
t h e s e  i s  t h e  Lyman James House (1892,  E .  C.  and G .  C .  G a r d n e r ) ,  a  
S h i n g l e  Style/Queen Anne S t r u c t u r e .  Other  Queen Anne houses w e r e  
observed on South  S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  most a t  Wil l iamsburg  Cen te r .  Among t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Helen 
James School  ( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  a  two s t o r y  b r i c k  Georgian Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g ,  
and t h e  Meekins L i b r a r y ,  (1897,  Putnam and B a y l e y ) ,  a  two-s tory  h i p  
r o o f e d  Renaissance  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  of rock  f a c e d  sands tone  a s h l a r  
l a i d  i n  narrow c o u r s e s .  I n  1897-98, t h e  F i r s t  Congrega t iona l  Church 
a c q u i r e d  i t s  c u r r e n t  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  f a c a d e .  Renovations w e r e  
des igned  by S p r i n g f i e l d  a r c h i t e c t s ,  E .  C .  and G .  C.  Gardner ,  who 
added a  f u l l  two-s tory  porch  w i t h  pediment ,  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s ,  P a l l a d i a n  
window and t r i p l e  e n t r a n c e s .  The Gardners  a l s o  embe l l i shed  t h e  
b e l f r y  w i t h  ca rved  l e a f a g e ,  a b a l u s t r a d e  and an  open o c t a g o n a l  domed 
cupo la .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  ve ry  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  S t i c k  
S t y l e  f i r e  s t a t i o n  was b u i l t  on V i l l a g e  H i l l  Road i n  1887. The 
s t a t i o n  f e a t u r e s  a  h i p  roof  and chamfered s t i ckwork  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
w a l l s .  I n  Haydenv i l l e ,  a  s m a l l  one-s to ry  n e o c l a s s i c a l  l i b r a r y  w i t h  
an  I o n i c  p o r t i c o  was donated  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1900 by Anna Hayden. 
A l t e r a t i o n s  w e r e  made t o  t h e  Haydenv i l l e  Church i n  1873 and 1886. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  The most  o u t s t a n d i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  town 
i s  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  Haydenv i l l e  B r a s s  Works ( 1 8 7 5 ) .  A t h r e e  s t o r y  
b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  h i p  roof  p a v i l i o n s  i n t e r r u p t i n g  a  g a b l e  r o o f e d  
Main b l o c k ,  t h e  Brass  Works i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  one of t h e  f i n e s t  m i l l s  
i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Abandonment of t r o l l e y  r o u t e  t o  Wil l iamsburg  and improvement of M i l l  
R iver  c o r r i d o r  a s  Route 9  w i t h  secondary  highway a l o n g  C h e s t e r f i e l d  
Road a s  Route 143 from Wil l iamsburg  Center .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

I n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d ,  Wil l iamsburg ,  d e s p i t e  some suburban 
development i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 ~ ~  l o s t  over  o n e - f i f t h  of i t s  popu- 
l a t i o n  between 1915 and 1940. I n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r ,  t h e  town had 1684 
r e s i d e n t s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Wil l iamsburg C e n t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  c i v i c  and commercial f o c u s  w i t h  
i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a t  Haydenv i l l e .  Gradual  expans ion  of highway 
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commercial a c t i v i t y  from Northampton a long  Route 9 ( M i l l  R i v e r )  t o  
Wil l iamsburg C e n t e r .  A g r i c u l t u r e  remained l i m i t e d  t o  Beaver Brook 
v a l l e y  and upland farms a long  A s h f i e l d  Road. 

D .  Economic Base: 

The development of Wil l iamsburg  i n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  i s  obscure  
a t  b e s t .  I n  H a y d e n v i l l e ,  t h e  b r a s s  works, p r o b a b l y  t h e  town ' s  l a r g e s t  
employer (175 o p e r a t i v e s  i n  1930) s u r v i v e d  th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
though Nonotuck S i l k  c l o s e d  i n  1931. The Thayer Mfg. Co. ,  i n  
Wil l iamsburg v i l l a g e ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  changes  i n  ownership ,  was t a k e n  
over  by a manufac tu re r  of r e p r o d u c t i o n  hardware.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  was g e n e r a l l y  conf ined  t o  
t h e  Route 9 a x i s  and c o n s i s t e d  of a  few g a r a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  one buff  
b r i c k  s e r v i c e  s t a t i o n ,  and a few c o t t a g e s .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  d i s t r i c t s  have been completed f o r  bo th  
Haydenv i l l e  and Wil l iamsburg  C e n t e r ;  survey i n  t h o s e  two a r e a s  of 
g r e a t e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i s  v i r t u a l l y  comple te .  Areas which 
remain t o  be  surveyed i n c l u d e  Sou th  S t r e e t ,  Wil l iamsburg S t a t i o n  and 
t h e  o u t l y i n g  r o a d s  of  t h e  town. A d d i t i o n a l  i n v e n t o r y  might  i n c l u d e  
a r e a  and i n d i v i d u a l  forms f o r  South  Main and Mountain Roads i n  
Haydenv i l l e  . 

X I 1  SOURCES 

A F u l l  and G r a ~ h i c  Account of t h e  T e r r i b l e  M i l l  R ive r  D i s a s t e r  Caused 
by t h e  Breaking of a  R e s e r v o i r  i n  Hampshire County, Massachuse t t s ,  
May 1 6 ,  1874..  . ( S p r i n g f i e l d ,  1874) . 

Deming, P h y l l i s  Baker,  comp., A H i s t o r y  o f  Wil l iamsburg i n  Massachuse t t s ,  
175 th  Anniversary  (Northampton, 1946) . 

Hanney, Agnes, "A C h r o n i c l e  of I n d u s t r y  on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r , "  Smith 
C o l l e g e  S t u d i e s  i n  H i s t o r y  2 1  (1935-36) . 

O'Connor, James P . ,  Wi l l i amsburg ,  Massachuse t t s ,  1771-1971. 
Commerating t h e  F i r s t  Two Hundred Years  (Wil l iamsburg ,  1971) . 

- .  
( n o t  examined) . 

Will iamsburg ,  Mass. B i c e n t e n n i a l  Committee, Wil l iamsburg B i c e n t e n n i a l ,  
1771-1971 Souvenir  Program ( n . p .  , 1971?) - 
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