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M H C  R E C O N N A I S S A N C E  S U R V E Y  R E P O R T  

Date: 1984 C o m m u n i t y :  Winchendon 

I. T O P O G R A P H Y  

Winchendon i s  s i tua ted  in northern Worcester Coun ty  bordering New 
Hampshire on the north.  Unlike Royalston t o  the west a n d  
Ashburnham t o  the e a s t ,  Winchendon's surface i s  l e s s  h i l l y  a n d  i t s  
e levat ion changes l e s s  severe.  A1 t h o u g h  several h i l l s  r i s e  t o  
1 2 0 0  f e e t  above sea level  in the  e a s t ,  the general e levat ion o f  
the town i s  a b o u t  800-1000 f e e t  a.s .1.  

The major f ea tu re  o f  the  town i s  the  M i l l e r ' s  River, which has i t s  
source in  Lake Monomonac s i tua ted  in the northeast  corner o f  the 
town .  The r ive r  courses through the  town in a southwesterly 
d i rec t ion  f o r  approximately 1 4  miles. P r i e s t  Brook joins  the 
M i l l e r ' s  River from the  north a n d  the Otter River joins  i t  from 
the south in the southwesterly corner o f  the town .  Broad level 
t e r r a c e s  o f  Merrimac loamy coarse sand a r e  f o u n d  along the r ive r  
va l leys ,  a n d  la rge  areas  of Charlton loam a n d  f ine  sandy loam 
occur i n  a broad b e l t  running north t o  south through the cent ra l  
portion o f  the town.  Those s o i l s ,  i n  con t ras t  t o  the excessively 
drained a n d  gravel ly  Merrimac s o i l s ,  a re  very valuable 
ag r i cu l tu ra l  lands a n d  y i e ld  f i n e  crops o f  h a y ,  g ra ins ,  a n d  
vegetables.  

1 1  POLITICAL B O U N D A R I E S  

The "six-mile-square,"  ve terans '  p lanta t ion  o f  Ipswich C a n a d a  was 
granted in 1735 a n d  es tabl i shed  as the t o w n  o f  Winchendon in 
1 7 6 4 .  The "Royalston Leg," a narrow s t r i p  o f  l a n d  l e f t  a l o n g  the 
New Hampshire border by the Province Line o f  1740, was annexed by 
Winchendon i n  1780. The southeast  corner o f  t o w n  was included in 
the new town o f  Gardner in 1785. Border adjustments with Gardner 
were made in 1787, 1 7 9 4 ,  a n d  1851. 

I1 I .  HISTORIC O V E R V I E W  

Winchendon i s  a n  i ndus t r i a l  a n d  r e s iden t i a l  h i g h l a n d  community on 
the upper Millers River, on a n  h i s t o r i c  northwest cor r idor  t o  New 
Hampshire a n d  Vermont. Native s i t e s  a re  possible  a t  Monomonac 
Lake a n d  Lake Dennison. Permanent European set t lement  was 
es tabl i shed  by ca.  1 7 5 2 ,  together  with the h i l l  t o p  meetinghouse 
s i t e .  Dispersed u p l a n d  agr icul  tura l  set t lement  continues through 
the 18th and ear ly  19th c e n t u r i e s ,  w i t h  a s i g n i f i c a n t  local 
shingle industry.  Turnpike t r a f f i c  leads t o  ear ly  19th-century 
v i l l a g e  growth north o f  the meetinghouse center  along the Mil lers  
River cor r idor .  Text i le  manufacturing develops in the ear ly  19th 
century a l o n g  the North Branch Mil lers  River a t  the Spring Village 
(Winchendon Springs)  in the northeast  a n d  l a t e r  a t  Glen Allen 
Mills.  The woodworking industry i s  es tabl i shed  a t  Watervil le.  
Rail connections a n d  the development o f  the woodworking machine 
tool industry s t imulates  the continued 19th-century growth o f  
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Winchendon V i l l a g e  as  a  s e c o n d a r y  r e g i o n a l  f o c u s ,  w i t h  a  
c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  and d i s t i n c t i v e  w o r k e r  a n d  h i g h - i n c o m e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i  ghborhoods .  S m a l l  e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  a1 so 
p e r s i s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  S i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  
t o y  i n d u s t r y  and l a t e r  r e f r i g e r a t o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s u s t a i n  
Winchendon V i l l a g e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  
Modern c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  B i r c h  H i l l  f l o o d  c o n t r o l  a r e a  and t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  e x p a n s i o n  o f  Lake  D e n n i s o n  has removed o r  o b s c u r e d  
l o w - l y i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  wes t ,  and 
h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f o c u s  f o r  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Some 
d i s p e r s e d  h i  g h l a n d  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  r e m a i n  i n  use. 
Winchendon C e n t e r  r e t a i n s  much o f  i t s  e a r l y  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  s c a l e .  
The i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  a t  Winchendon S p r i n g s ,  G l e n  A1 l e n  M i l l s ,  
a n d  W a t e r v i l  l e  a l l  r e t a i n  b o t h  t h e i r  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and  
t h e i r  l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  m i l l s .  Winchendon V i l l a g e  r e t a i n s  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a  number o f  
c i v i c  1  andmarks,  and s e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  i n d u s t r i a l  comp lexes ,  
a1 t h o u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a  r e m a i n s  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  i n t a c t .  

I V .  CONTACT P E R I O D  ( 1  500-1  620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

H i g h l a n d  t r i b u t a r y  a r e a  on u p p e r  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r .  
E a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  i n f e r r e d  a l o n g  c o n t o u r  l i n e s  i n  n o r t h e a s t ,  n o r t h  
o f  Lake  J o n e s  t o  N o r t h  B r a n c h  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c r o s s i n g  a t  m i n e r a l  
s p r i n g s ,  t h e n  a l o n g  c o n t o u r s  g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w i n g  Elmwood Road and 
e x t e n d i n g  s o u t h  t o  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  f a l l s .  I n f e r r e d  r o u t e  t h e n  
e x t e n d s  on F r o n t ,  S c h o o l ,  and West S t r e e t s  t o  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  
c r o s s i n g  a t  B u l l a r d v i l l e ,  t h e n  on N o r t h  Roya l  s t o n  Road. S o u t h e r n  
b r a n c h  i n  e a s t  i n f e r r e d  as  N o r t h  Ashburnham Road t o  G a r d n e r  Road 
s o u t h  t o w a r d  C r y s t a l  Lake  ( G a r d n e r ) .  C o n j e c t u r e d  t r a i l  s o u t h  on 
G l e n  A l l e n  S t r e e t  t o  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c r o s s i n g ,  t h e n  H a l l  S t r e e t  
c o n n e c t i n g  t o  B a l d w i n s v i l l e  R o a d - O t t e r  R i v e r  Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i k e  so  many o t h e r  n o r t h e r n  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  t o w n s ,  n o  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  town.  I t s  l o c a t i o n  i n  
t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  v a l l e y  b r i n g s  i t  i n t o  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  i n f l u e n c e  
s h a r e d  b y  n o r t h e a s t e r n  c o u n t y ,  and a f f i l i a t e d  w i  t h  t h e  WEstern  
A b e r n a k i  Squakeags a s  opposed  t o  t h e  N ipmucks o f  t h e  s o u t h .  
O c c u p a t i o n  s i t e s  can  b e  e x p e c t e d  n e a r  t h e  meadows a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
M i l l e r s  R i v e r ,  Monomonac, W h i t n e y ,  and S t o d d a r d  ponds,  and  N o r t h  
B ranch .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

T h i s  a r e a  was v i s i t e d  s e a s o n a l l y  f o r  h u n t i n g  and  f i s h i n g  b y  s m a l l  
f a m i l y  and t a s k  bands f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e  base  camp t o  t h e  wes t .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Winchendon



V. PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1 6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E s t a b l  i s h e d  t r a i l  s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use.  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  
w i t h  some r e d u c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Squakeag r e m o v a l  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

A c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL P E R I O D  ( 1 6 7 5 - 1 7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou tes  

E a s t - w e s t  n a t i v e  t r a i l  i s  i m p r o v e d  a s  p a r t  o f  E a r l i n g t o n  o r  
N o r t h f i e l d  Road ( c a .  1 7 3 0 ) ,  b u t  i s  r e p l a c e d  b y  ca.  1760 b y  
e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  f r o m  D o r c h e s t e r  Canada [Ashburnham)  t h r o u g h  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  t o  R o y a l  s h i r e  ( R o y a l  s t o n )  on Tee1 Road-Hal e  
S t r e e t - R i v e r  S t r e e t .  The s o u t h w e s t  t r a i l  i s  i m p r o v e d  as  a  r o a d  t o  
T e m p l e t o n  C e n t e r .  A n o r t h w e s t  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  m a i n  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  
p a s s e s  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  f a l l s  a r e a  t o  New H a m p s h i r e  (Ash  
S t r e e t - F r o n t  S t r e e t - S c h o o l  S t r e e t  ).  A d i r e c t  r o u t e  s o u t h e a s t  t o  
W e s t m i n s t e r  i s  e s t a b l  i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  (01  d  
C o u n t y  Road).  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  town  w e r e  v e t e r a n s ,  and  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  
o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  f r o m  I p s w i c h ,  Mass., 60  i n  number. Ten a c t e d  on 
t h e i r  own b e h a l f ,  f i f t e e n  i n  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r s ,  t w e l v e  o f  
t h e i r  u n c l e s ,  e l e v e n  o f  t h e i r  b r o t h e r s .  The r e m a i n d e r  o f  
husbands ,  w i f e ' s  f a t h e r ,  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  o r  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  As i n  
m o s t  towns ,  however ,  f e w  o f  t h e s e  a c t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  town. 
S e t t l e m e n t  was s l o w e d  b y  f r o n t i e r  w a r f a r e ,  b u t  a f t e r  a  b o u n t y  was 
o f f e r e d  t o  s e t t l e r s ,  t e n  came t o  t h e  town i n  1752. By t h e  t i m e  o f  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i n  1763,  t h e  t o t a l  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  t o  3 0  f a m i l i e s .  
I n  1776 t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l l e d  519. The town  g a t h e r e d  i t s  
c h u r c h  i n  1762. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The a r e a  now Winchendon was g r a n t e d  t o  v e t e r a n s  f r o m  a  1 6 9 0  
e x p e d i t i o n  t o  Canada r e s i d e n t  i n  I p s w i c h .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  
p r o p r i e t o r s  made t h e  f i r s t  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a n d ,  i n t o  1 0 0 - a c r e  l o t s ,  
i n  t w o  g r o u p s :  i n  t h e  s o u t h  i n  t h r e e  t i e r s  o f  36, a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  i n  two  t i e r s  o f  t e n ,  one  o f  e i g h t ,  and a  t h i r d  o f  f i v e ;  t h i s  
l a r g e  b l o c k  was l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  b u t  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  I n i t i a l l y ,  a  f i v e - a c r e  l o t  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  
t h e  g r o u p s  was t o  b e  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  b u r y i n g  and 
t r a i n i n g  g r o u n d ,  and  e r e c t e d  a  f rame t h e r e ,  b u t  s h o r t l y  moved i t  
t o  t h e  h i l l  t o  t h e  wes t .  
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D. Economic Base 

L a t e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  1  i m i  t s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  town.  
L i k e  o t h e r  n o r t h  c o u n t y  t o w n s ,  however ,  we can  p r e d i c t  p o o r  
a g r a r i a n  town s t a t u s  1  i k e  i t s  n e i g h b o r i n g  towns  i n  t h e  P r u i t t  
C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  f o r  1771. T h i s  i n d i c a t e s  l o w  c o m m e r c i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  commun i t y  wea l  t h ,  a g r a r i a n  p r o s p e r i t y ,  c o r n  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  and p r o p e r t y 1  essness ,  b u t  m o d e r a t e  t o  h i  gh a g r a r i a n  
p o v e r t y .  Ve ry  soon a f t e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  g r i s t  a n d  saw m i l l s  were  
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  f o r m e r  on t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  b y  B a r t h o l e m e w  
P e a r s o n  i n  1759,  t h e  l a t t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  on a  t r i b u t a r y  
n e a r  B u l l  a r d v i l l e .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  V e r y  f e w  a p p a r e n t  s u r v i v a l s .  R i c h a r d  Day House 
( 1 7 5 2 )  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  ch imney  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  
p y r a m i d a l  r o o f .  Some e v i d e n c e  o f  s i n g 1  e - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  ch imney  
p l a n s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : R e p o r t e d  a t t e m p t s  a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
ca.  1751. F i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  i n  1 7 6 2  ( 3 5 x 4 5  f e e t )  
a t  s o u t h  end  o f  common. 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o l o n i a l  h i g h w a y s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use.  The W o r c e s t e r - F i  t z w i l l  i a m  
T u r n p i k e  i s  c h a r t e d  i n  1805 t o  r u n  f r o m  t h e  New H a m p s h i r e  l i n e  a t  
R o y a l  s t o n  t o  W o r c e s t e r .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  l a g s ,  however ,  a n d  o n l y  t h e  
segment  s o u t h  t o  B a l d w i n ' s  M i l l s  ( B a l d w i n s v i l l e )  i s  b u i l t  ( c a .  
1 8 1 5 ) .  L o c a l l y ,  t h e  p i k e  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e s t  p a r t  o f  t o w n  as  
New B o s t o n  Road. By 1830,  a new l o w l a n d  r o u t e  c o n n e c t s  f r o m  
Ashburnham t o  t h e  N o r t h  V i l l a g e  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  
( S p r i n g  S t r e e t ) ,  and a  new d i r e c t  r o a d  (Wes t  S t r e e t - H a r r i s  Road) 
e x t e n d s  n o r t h w e s t  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h  V i l l a g e  t o  New Hampsh i re .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew r a p i d l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  519 i n  
1776 t o  1,463 i n  1830,  n e a r l y  t r i p l i n g .  The g r e a t e s t  p e r i o d  o f  
e x p a n s i o n  came e a r l y ,  a d d i n g  o v e r  400 i n  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r t e e n  
y e a r s .  The o r t h o d o x  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  came i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
t h e i r  m i n i s t e r  o v e r  f a m i l  i a r  p r o b l e m s  o f  paymen t ,  t emperamen t ,  and 
h i s  A r m i n i a n  t e n d e n c i e s ;  h e  was d i s m i s s e d  i n  1799.  The c h u r c h  
r e m a i n e d  o r t h o d o x ,  r e s c i n d i n g  t h e  H a l  f-Way Covenan t  i n  1801,  and 
e x p e r i e n c e d  a  l a r g e  r e v i v a l  i n  1822  when t h e y  a d d e d  8 4  members. 

From 1783,  B a p t i s t s  m e t  i n  t h e  town,  f o r m i n g  a  c h u r c h  i n  New 
B o s t o n  i n  1798.  A t  l e a s t  one Q u a k e r  i n  t h e  town was exempted  f r o m  
t a x a t i o n .  M e t h o d i s t  p r e a c h i n g  b y  L o r e n z o  Dow began i n  1796,  a  
c h u r c h  was f o r m e d  b y  t w e l v e  i n  1800, and seven  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  
g r o u p  b u i l t  t h e  c o u n t y ' s  f i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h ;  i n  1824  t h e y  
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began a  S a b b a t h  s c h o o l .  A f t e r  t w o  r e p o r t s  b lamed  t h e  t o w n ' s  
p o v e r t y  on i n t e m p e r a n c e ,  a  p o o r f a r m - w o r k h o u s e  was p u r c h a s e d .  A 
1  i b r a r y  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  and i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e  f r o m  1810-25.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s ,  a n d  e a r l y  
1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l e r s  
R i v e r .  By t h e  end  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  N o r t h  V i l l a g e  h a s  s u r p a s s e d  
t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  as  t h e  m a i n  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s .  

The second  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i s  b u i l t  a t  Winchendon C e n t e r  i n  1792, and 
b y  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a  s m a l l  v i l l a g e  o f  l e s s  t h a n  a  dozen 
b u i l d i n g s  has  d e v e l o p e d  a t  t h i s  c r o s s r o a d s  a r e a .  A  M e t h o d i s t  
Church  i s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  on T a l l o w  H i l l  i n  1807, and  a  
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  New B o s t o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  i n  
1820.  T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i s  i n i t i a t e d  on t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  
N o r t h  B r a n c h  a t  Winchendon S p r i n g s  i n  1816,  w i t h  a  f a c t o r y  added 
i n  1826. Woodenware m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b e g i n s  a t  W a t e r v i l  l e  i n  1825. 
A f t e r  1820,  a  t r a n s p o r t  f o c u s  d e v e l o p s  a l o n g  F r o n t  S t r e e t  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  f o r  t r a f f i c  t h r o u g h  town f r o m  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  and 
b y  1830 ,  more  t h a n  a  dozen houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  N o r t h  V i l l a g e .  

D. Economic Base 

W i n c h e n d o n ' s  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  u n i m p r o v e d  l a n d  a n d  wood1 o t ,  90.9%, was 
t h e  c o u n t y ' s  h i g h e s t  i n  1784;  an a d d i t i o n a l  5.2% was c l a s s i f i e d  as 
u n i m p r o v a b l e .  The s m a l l  amount  o f  r e m a i n i n g  w o r k e d  l a n d  i n c l u d e d  
.9% u n d e r  t i l l a g e ,  2.8% meadow and mowing, and  4.8% i n  p a s t u r a g e .  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1  a t e  1 8 t h  and  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  W i  nchendon ' s  
economy was l a r g e l y  b a s e d  on a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  e x t r a c t i v e  
i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  s e t t l e m e n t  and  l a n d - c l e a r i n g :  
l u m b e r ,  p o t a s h ,  and wooden goods.  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
t h e  town  a c q u i r e d  a  r e p u t a t i o n  as  " s h i n g l e t o w n "  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  
q u a n t i t y  o f  s h i n g e l s  p r o d u c e d .  I n  1793 t w o  o r  t h r e e  p o t a s h  works ,  
s i x  s a w m i l l s ,  t w o  g r i s t m i l l s  and a  c l o t h i e r ' s  w o r k s  were  r e c o r d e d  
i n  t h e  town.  By 1830,  16 s a w m i l l s ,  f i v e  g r i s t m i l l s ,  t w o  w o o l e n  
m i l  1  s, a n d  f o u r  t a n n e r i e s  were  s c a t t e r e d  a c r o s s  t h e  t o w n  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e s  o f  W a t e r v i l l e ,  B u l l a r d v i l l e ,  New B o s t o n ,  H a r r i s v i l l e ,  and 
i n  t h e  "The V i l l a g e "  (now t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c e n t e r  
o f  t h e  t o w n ) .  

As W i n c h e n d o n ' s  wood1 ands w e r e  g r a d u a l l y  c l e a r e d ,  t h e  number o f  
a c r e s  o f  t i l l a g e  l a n d  d o u b l e d  b e t w e e n  1791 and 1831 f r o m  381 t o  
770 a c r e s ,  a n d  meadow and  p a s t u r e  l a n d  i n c r e a s e d  f o u r f o l d  d u r i n g  
t h i s  same p e r i o d .  A  common p r a c t i c e  among t h e  f a r m e r s  was t o  t a k e  
i n  c a t t l e  and  h o r s e s  f o r  p a s t u r i n g  and  f e e d i n g  on Winchendon 's  hay  
and p a s t u r e l a n d  p r i o r  t o  d r i v i n g  them t o  m a r k e t .  The town  a l s o  
h a d  a  m a r k e t  f o r  i t s  hay  and  f e e d  f o r  h e r d s  o f  c a t t l e ,  sheep,  and 
s w i n e  a s  t h e y  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  town d u r i n g  m a r k e t  d r i v e s  f r o m  
t h e  n o r t h  and wes t .  

Wate r -powered  t e x t i l  e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was begun a b o u t  1 8 1 8  when 
s p i n n i n g  m a c h i n e r y  was p u t  i n t o  a  s m a l l  m i l l  on t h e  M i l l e r ' s  
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River .  The y a r n  was p u t  o u t  f o r  homeweaving u n t i l  1825 when a  new 
f a c t o r y  r e p l a c e d  t h e  burned 1818 mil l  and power looms were added 
by owner Amasa Whitney t o  weave woolen c l o t h .  In 1837 t h i s  became 
t h e  Winchendon Mfg. Co. In 1826 a  second woolen f a c t o r y  was s e t  
u p  by Sylvanus Holbrook, an owner and o p e r a t o r  of s e v e r a l  woolen 
m i l l s  i n  t h e  B lacks tone  V a l l e y ,  a t  S p r i n g  V i l l a g e  on t h e  M i l l e r ' s  
River .  The manufac tu re  o f  woolen goods was repaced by c o t t o n  
manufac tur ing  i n  1831 a t  t h e  l a t t e r  s i t e .  J u s t  west  of  t h e  c e n t e r  
on t h e  M i l l e r ' s  River  a  dam and t a n n e r y  were e r e c t e d  a b o u t  1817 by 
I s s a c  Morse, c o n t i n u i n g  growth through t h e  p e r i o d .  

By t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y  i n  Winchendon 
was woodworking. T h i s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  manufac ture  o f  bobbins  f o r  t h e  
t e x t i l e  m i l l s  )begun by E . &  W .  Murdock nea r  t h e  t a n n e r y ) ,  
c l o t h e s p i n s ,  and p a i l s ,  t u b s ,  and woodenware ( a t  W a t e r v i l l e  by 
William Robbins i n  t h e  1820s ,  a t  H a r r i s v i l l e ,  and a t  B u l l a r d v i l l e ,  
begun c .  1 8 2 7 ) .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Center  chimney houses of both  one and two s t o r i e s  
occur  a long  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers o f  r e a r  wall  chimney houses ,  
f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  h ipped r o o f s .  Small e r  numbers of t w o - s t o r y ,  
double chimney houses s u r v i v e .  One p a r t i  cul a r l y  we1 1 p rese rved  
example has a  d e n t i l l e d  c o r n i c e  and pedimented door w i t h  f a n l i g h t  
and pi1 a s t e r s .  Another ,  gab le -on-h ip ,  double chimney house i s  
r eco rded .  Marvin (1868)  s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  1820 t h e r e  were on ly  20 
two-s to ry  houses.  He f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  most houses of  t h e  t ime 
were unpa in ted  and t h a t  o f  t h e  few t h a t  were,  most were e i t h e r  r ed  
o r  ye l low.  White was though t  t o  be p r e t e n t i o u s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Second meet inghouse was b u i l t  i n  1792 a t  t h e  no r th  
end o f  t h e  common and measured 50 x 60 f e e t  w i t h  10 x  14- foo t  
porches a t  each end ,  an e n t r y  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  f i v e - b a y ,  6 0 - f o o t  
f a c a d e ,  and quo ins .  A tower and b e l l  were added i n  1815. A 
Methodis t  meet inghouse ( n o t  e x t a n t )  was b u i l t  i n  1807 near  Tallow 
Hi l l  on Bosworth Road and measured 28 x  36 f e e t .  In 1820, a  
B a p t i s t  meet inghouse ( n o t  e x t a n t )  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  sou thwes t  a t  
New Boston. 

A b r i c k  schoolhouse  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  c a .  1786 ( 2 0  x  20 
f e e t ) .  Five o r  s i x  o t h e r  frame schoo lhouses  were b u i l t  about  t h e  
same t ime (18  x  18  f e e t ) .  By 1801,  t h e r e  were e i g h t  d i s t r i c t  
s choo lhouses .  One a p p a r e n t l y  e a r l y ,  s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  gab le -end ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  s t r u c t u r e  remains a t  Winchendon Spr ings  a s  a  
r e s i d e n c e .  

Commercial : Reference  t o  ho te l  i n  Winchendon V i l l a g e ,  1800-25. 

VI I I .  E A R L Y  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

The s o u t h e a s t - n o r t h w e s t  Chesh i re  R a i l r o a d  opens s e r v i c e  from 
Ashburnham Depot t o  Keene, New Hampshire a long  t h e  M i l l e r s  River  
c o r r i d o r  i n  1848,  w i t h  a  s t a t i o n  a t  t h e  North V i l l a g e .  The 
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Vermont  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  R a i l r o a d  ( 1 8 4 7 )  passes  t h r o u g h  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t o w n  on t h e  O t t e r  R i v e r - M i l l e r s  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  
t o  t h e  S o u t h  R o y a l s t o n  s t a t i o n .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g row a t  an  a c c e l e r a t e d  r a t e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  1,463 i n  1830 t o  3,398 i n  1870, more 
t h a n  d o u b l i n g .  The town  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  b r i e f  s e t b a c k  i n  1860 when 
t h e  f i g u r e  d r o p p e d  b y  123 b e f o r e  r e s u m i n g  i t s  e x p a n s i o n .  As i n  
a l l  t owns  t h a t  d e v e l o p e d  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  componen t  i n  i t s  economy, 
i m m i g r a n t s  came t o  t h e  town i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  numbers.  D u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  t h i s  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  I r i s h  g r o u p  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  12% o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  As t h e  new p o p u l a t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e ,  r e 1  i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  moved t h e r e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  i n  1832, B a p t i s t s  i n  1848, a  second  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  i n  1843,  and  a  U n i t a r i a n  g r o u p  i n  1851.  
The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t o w n  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h i s  change t h r o u g h  n a t i v i s t  
K n o w - N o t h i n g  p o l  i t i  c s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  p r o 1  i f e r a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  
t e m p e r a n c e  g r o u p s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Band o f  Hope, W a s h i n g t o n i a n s ,  
t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e ,  a n d  Good T e m p l a r s .  O t h e r  v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
f o r m e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  Odd F e l l o w s  ( 1 8 4 7 )  and Masons 
( 1 8 6 6 ) .  An Academy, w i t h  i t s  own b o a r d i n g  house ,  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  
town  f r o m  1843 t o  1853 when i t  was w i l l e d  t o  t h e  town f o r  use as a  
h i g h  s c h o o l .  Vo tes  t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  d i s t r i c t  s y s t e m  m e t  r e s i s t a n c e  
i n  1866,  b u t  a  y e a r  l a t e r  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  town s h o u l d  r e g a i n  
i t s  a n c i e n t  c o n t r o l  won o v e r .  P r i o r  t o  town t a k e o v e r ,  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l s  w e r e  used  f o r  Sabba th  m e e t i n g s  and he1 d  s m a l l  
l i b r a r i e s .  A  F a m i l y  L i b r a r y  was f o r m e d  i n  1835,  a  S c i e n t i f i c  and 
L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1851,  added t h e  A g r i c u l  t u r a l  L i b r a r y  i n  
1865 ,  and  was t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  t h e  town i n  1867.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  

S i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l e r s  R i v e r  
c o r r i d o r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  1840s  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s .  The 
m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o w t h  o c c u r s  a t  Winchendon V i l l a g e  ( N o r t h  
V i l l a g e )  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  b o t h  i t s  l o c a t i o n  as  a  m a j o r  r a i l r o a d  
j u n c t i o n ,  a n d  o f  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  w o o d w o r k i n g  m a c h i n e r y  
i n d u s t r y .  The V i l l a g e  becomes t h e  t o w n ' s  c i v i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  
f o c u s ,  a s  Winchendon C e n t e r  d e c l  i n e s  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  T e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  expands  a t  Winchendon S p r i n g s ,  as  does t h e  
woodenware i n d u s t r y  a t  W a t e r v i l l e .  D i s p e r s e d ,  s m a l l - s c a l e  wood 
i n d u s t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d ,  m o s t  n o t a b l y  a t  H a r r i s v i l l e  i n  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t ,  S i b l e y ' s  M i l l s  n e a r  t h e  R o y a l s t o n  b o r d e r ,  and  a t  
B u l l a r d v i l l e ,  where  a  b l a n k e t  m i l l  i s  a l s o  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

The ( N o r t h )  V i l l a g e  expands ,  m a i n l y  n o r t h e a s t  f r o m  F r o n t  S t r e e t  
a l o n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  b e y o n d  t h e  d e p o t  a r e a ,  as  t h e  
number o f  houses  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n c r e a s e s  f r o m  a b o u t  2 0  i n  1843 t o  an 
e s t i m a t e d  250 i n  1868. I n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  a  
s e r i e s  o f  power s i t e s  f r o m  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h  o f  R i v e r  and F r o n t  
S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  t o  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  o f  E l m  and Summer 
S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  e a s t .  T h i s  e a s t e r n  a r e a ,  n e a r  t h e  r a i l  c o r r i d o r ,  a  
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manufacturing complex develops t h a t  includes the Whi tney Machine 
Shops a n d  a n  1853 cotton mi l l .  A separate  indus t r i a l  focus 
develops a t  the northwest v i l l a g e  f r inge  a l o n g  the r a i l  cor r idor .  

Early in the period, the  Front S t r e e t  area develops in to  the 
town's c i v i c  focus, with a Methodist church (1833) a n d  Academy 
(1843) a t  the School/Front i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  a n d  the North 
Congregational Church (1843-4) t o  the e a s t  a t  the FrontISpring 
in te r sec t ion .  The T o w n  Hall (1851) i s  located toward the  e a s t  end 
o f  Front between Pleasant  a n d  Central .  Subsequent church 
construct ion extends northeast  along the  Central S t r e e t  a x i s ,  with 
the Bapt is t  Church (1848-9) north o f  the depot, the Unitarian 
church (1866) a t  Summer S t r e e t ,  a n d  the Catholic Church a t  Locus 
S t r e e t .  Commercial development a1 so concentrates  o n  Central 
S t r e e t ,  w i t h  one focus a t  the depot a rea ,  a n d  the o ther  a t  the 
t o w n  h a 1  1 (FrontICentral  extending t o  Summer S t r e e t ) .  

Residential development extends i n  several d i r ec t ions .  New 
housing i s  b u i l t  on Front S t r e e t  west of School S t r e e t  a n d  o n  O a k  
S t r e e t  t o  the north. A new res iden t i a l  area i s  es tabl i shed  north 
of Front S t r e e t  along Pleasant  a n d  Spruce extending t o  the 
r a i l road  corr idor .  To the  e a s t  o f  Central S t r e e t ,  a worker 
r e s iden t i a l  d i s t r i c t  develops on Beach, Chestnut, Walnut, a n d  
Summer S t r e e t s .  Residential growth extends northeast  o f  the r a i l  
co r r idor ,  primarily on  Central ,  Juniper ,  Maple, and Elm S t r e e t s .  
S o u t h  o f  the r i v e r ,  High S t r e e t  begins t o  develop as  a high-income 
corr idor .  A row i s  s ide  ent ry  residences i s  b u i l t  a l o n g  Prospect 
S t r e e t .  To the southeas t ,  the I r i sh  immi grant population appears 
concentrated in the SpringIAshlEmerald S t r e e t  area.  

A t  Watervil lelHydeville t o  the southwest, the expansion o f  wood 
indus t r i e s  a l o n g  the Mil lers  River i s  concentrated in the Murdock 
Wooden Ware complex around the River StreetIMain S t r e e t  
in t e r sec t ion  on b o t h  s ides  o f  the r i v e r .  Worker housing extends 
southwest on Main S t r e e t ,  a n d  west on River S t r e e t .  A secondary 
concentration develops t o  the north on Brown S t r e e t .  

In the nor theas t ,  the  mi l l s  a t  Winchendon Springs ( S p r i n g v i l l e )  
a re  r e b u i l t  and expanded in 1855 a f t e r  a f i r e .  A worker duplex 
c l u s t e r  i s  b u i l t  north o f  the  m i l l s ,  a n d  mixed l i n e a r  r e s iden t i a l  
development occurs along Glen Allen Road. 

D .  Economic Base 

During the  middle decades o f  the  1 9 t h  century,  Winchendon 
experienced tremendous growth as a r e s u l t  o f  several  f a c t o r s :  
connection by r a i l road  t o  an  expanded source o f  new mater ials  a n d  
markets (1847-48 Vermont a n d  Massachusetts Railroad, 1848 Cheshire 
Rai l road) ;  the  invent ion,  continued development, a n d  production o f  
machinery for  the manufacture o f  wooden tubs,  Pauls ,  b a r r e l s ,  a n d  
ware; a n d  continued growth i n  the t e x t i l e  industry.  During t h i s  
time the population more t h a n  doubled, experiencing i t s  g r e a t e s t  
growth during the  1840s when growth approached 50% f o r  the 
decade. The v i l l a g e  on the M i l l e r ' s  River grew from a small 
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c l  u s t e r  o f  16 houses ,  t a n n e r y ,  h o t e l ,  w o o l e n  m i l  1  and s l e i  gh shop 
t o  a  l a r q e  v i l l a g e  o f  more  t h a n  250 d w e l l i n g s ,  1 5 0 0  p e o p l e  ( h a l f  
t h e  town  s  p o p u l a t i o n ) ,  t h r e e  m i l l  dams w h i c h  powered  a  number o f  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  2  b a n k s ,  t h e  t o w n  h a l l ,  and  25  
s t o r e s  and shops.  G r o w t h  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  a t  S p r i n g v i l l e ,  
W a t e r v i l  l e ,  N y d e v i l  l e ,  and  B u l l  a r d v i l l e ,  s u p p o r t e d  l a r g e l y  b y  t h e  
e r e c t i o n  o r  en1 a r g e m e n t  o f  w o o d w o r k i n g  es t a b 1  i s h m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  
1 8 4 0 s  and e a r l y  1850s .  

Pe rhaps  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  Winchendon 's  woodenware 
i n d u s t r y  was t h e  i n v e n t i o n  and p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c y l i n d e r  o r  
b a r r e l  saw b y  Deacon Reuben Hyde d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1830s ,  w h i c h  
a l l o w e d  m e c h a n i z e d  s h a p i n g  and f o r m i n g  o f  wooden p a i l s ,  t u b s ,  
b a r r e l s ,  and  o t h e r  ware .  The m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  woodenware a1 r e a d y  
t h e  l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  Winchendon,  became a  town  s p e c i a l t y  a f t e r  
t h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  and  t h e  town  became t h e  l e a d i n g  p r o d u c e r  o f  
woodenware i n  t h e  Commonweal t h .  By 1875 n e a r l y  1 / 2  m i l l  i o n  
d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  woodenware was p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  a n n u a l l y .  
S e v e r a l  1  a r g e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  and 
e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d :  E l  i s h a  and 
E p h r a i m  Murdock,  who e r e c t e d  1  a r g e  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  a1 ong t h e  
M i l l e r ' s  R i v e r  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1827  a n d  a t  W a t e r v i l l e ;  
W i l l i a m  Beaman and O r l a n d o  Mason, c .  1843,  a l s o  a t  W a t e r v i l l e ;  
H a r r i s o n  A l d r i c k  and Co. a t  H a r r i s v i l l e ;  Whi tman & P a r k s ,  C h a r l e s  
B u l l a r d ,  L e v i  P a r k s ,  and Edward Loud a t  B u l l a r d v i l l e .  

W i n c h e n d o n ' s  r a p i d  r i s e  a s  a  c e n t e r  o f  woodenware m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
was f u r t h e r e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  a l s o  became a  m a c h i n e - m a k i n g  
c e n t e r .  A1 t h o u g h  t e x t i l e  m a c h i n e r y  was i n i t i a l l y  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  
t o w n ' s  mach ine  shops,  i t  was t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  w o o d - w o r k i n g  
m a c h i n e r y  t h a t  made t h e  t o w n ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  and d o m i n a t e d  t h e  
m a c h i n e - m a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  
t o w n ' s  and r e g i o n ' s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  q u a l i t y  
w o o d w o r k i n g  m a c h i n e r y .  The f i r s t  m a c h i n e  shop i n  Winchendon was 
s e t  up  b y  W i l l i a m  Murdock i n  1831 n e a r  t h e  Morse  t a n n e r y  be tween  
W a t e r v i l l e  and t h e  C e n t e r  v i l l a g e .  It was t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  woodenware m a c h i n e s  were  b u i l t .  I n  1846,  B a x t e r  D. 
Sh i  t n e y ,  a  f o r m e r  emp loyee  o f  Murdock and t e x t i l e  m a c h i n e  b u i l d e r ,  
e r e c t e d  h i s  m a c h i n e  shop n e a r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  dam i n  t h e  C e n t e r .  
A f t e r  a  f l o o d  i n  1852  w h i c h  washed away e v e r y  b r i d g e  and dam on 
t h e  M i l l e r ' s  R i v e r  i n  Winchendon,  W h i t n e y  r e b u i l t  h i s  shop and  
expanded  h i s  w o r k s  t o  i n c l u d e  a  f o u n d r y ,  woodenware shop, b r i c k  
c o t t o n  f a c t o r y ,  a  c a r r i a g e  shop,  and b l a c k s m i t h  shops.  Among t h e  
more t h a n  22 p a t e n t s  g r a n t e d  t o  Whi t n e y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  
i n c l u d e d  p a t e n t s  on m a c h i n e s  f o r  m a k i n g  c l o t h e s p i n s ,  p a i l  and 
t u b s ,  f o r  c u t t i n g  p a i l  e a r s ,  and f o r  c h a i r s  and  woodenware. I n  
1 8 5 7  he p a t e n t e d  a  s m o o t h i n g  m a c h i n e  and  i n  1860 a  gauge p l a n e r .  
Among h i s  more  i m p o r t a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  was a  r o t a r y - h e a d  c y l i n d e r  
p l a n e r ,  and  i n v e n t i o n  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  more t h a n  any o t h e r  d e v i c e  
t o  t h e  advancement  o f  a l l  w o o d w o r k i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  I n  1849,  t h e  
Goodspeed M a c h i n e  Co. was begun as R o b i n s o n  and Goodspeed, l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  w e s t  o f  B. D.Whi t n e y ,  a1 so m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w o o d w o r k i n g  
m a c h i n e r y .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Winchendon



Growth  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  A  new b r i c k  m i l l  
f o r  c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was b u i l t  b y  B.D. W h i t n e y  i n  1853-54  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  and o p e r a t e d  b y  N e l s o n  D. W h i t e  and Co., w h i c h  a l s o  
o p e r a t e d  t h e  N e l s o n  M i l l  i n  S p r i n g v i l l e  a f t e r  1843. A new b r i c k  
m i l l  was e r e c t e d  t h e r e  i n  1854,  and e n l a r g e d  i n  1859. J u s t  
u p s t r e a m  f rom W a t e r v i l  l e ,  t h e  Winchendon Mfg.  Co. e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1837, c o n t i n u e d  i n  s u c c e s s f u l  o p e r a t i o n  as  a  w o o l e n  m i 1 1  u n t i l  
1859,  when t h e  m i l l  b u r n e d .  I n  1855  t h e s e  m i l l s  p r o d u c e d  o v e r  1.6 
m i l l i o n  y a r d s  o f  c o t t o n  s h e e t i n g s  and d r i l l i n g s  and more t h a n  
200,000 y a r d s  o f  wool en s a t i n e t s  and k e n t u c k y  j e a n s ,  empl o y i n g  
more t h a n  200 men and women. Among t h e  towns  f a r m i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
r e g i o n ,  o n l y  t h e  m i l l s  i n  F i  t c h b u r g  a n d  T e m p l e t o n  exceeded  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  goods p r o d u c e d  i n  Winchendon i n  1855. By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  wooden goods and m a c h i n e r y  e m p l o y e d  n e a r l y  400  
p e r s o n s  i n  Winchendon i n  1855,  and t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h o s e  goods was 
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  p r o d u c e d  i n  any  o t h e r  town  o r  c i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  
b y  a  f a c t o r  o f  a t  l e a s t  2.5. 

The economic  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  town  d u r i n g  t h e  1840s ,  5 0 s  and 60s,  was 
accompan ied  b y  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  s e v e r a l  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The 
Winchendon S a v i n g s  Bank was founded  i n  1854,  w i t h  many o f  t h e  
l e a d i n g  b u s i n e s s m e n  i n  t h e  commun i t y  as  i t s  o f f i c e r s .  I n  1864 t h e  
Winchendon N a t i o n a l  Bank was o r g a n i z e d  b y  a  s i m i l a r  g r o u p  o f  
p r o m i n e n t  bus inessmen  and commun i t y  l e a d e r s .  

W inchendon 's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  r e m a i n e d  l a r g e  b y  t h e  
c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  m i x e d  g r a i n s ,  h a y ,  and c a t t l  e r a i s i n g .  The amount  
o f  c l e a r e d  l a n d  and m o s t  i n t e n s i v e  l e v e l  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  
peaked  d u r i n g  t h e  1860s o r  1870s ;  d a i r y i n g  began  t o  g a i n  
i m p o r t a n c e  t o w a r d s  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r a c t i c e s  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  change.  However,  t h r o u g h  m o s t  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  d a i r y i n g  r e m a i n e d  a  m i n o r  a c t i v i t y ,  u n l i k e  t h e  town  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  and s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  where  i t  g a i n e d  
dominance b y  t h e  1 8 4 0 s  o r  50s.  R a i s i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k  c o n t i n u e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  b e e f  s l a u g h t e r e d  
a n n u a l l y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The p r e d o m i n a n t  house  f o r m  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  
g a b l e - e n d  w i t h  e i t h e r  a  s i d e  passage  o r  c e n t e r  e n t r y .  M o s t  o f  
t h e s e  seem t o  o c c u r  i n  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  p e r i o d .  Some e a r l y  
p e r i o d  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  e x i s t s  e a s t  and n o r t h e a s t  o f  Winchendon 
V i l l a g e  a t  Winchendon S p r i n g s  and s o u t h  a l o n g  G l e n  A l l e n  Road. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e s e  a r e  d o u b l e  ch imney  d u p l e x e s  and some 
o n e - s t o r y ,  seven-bay ,  e n d  ch imney  d u p l e x e s  w i t h  t h e  d o o r s  a t  t h e  
ends o f  t h e  f a c a d e  r a t h e r  t h a n  c e n t e r e d .  The g a b l e - e n d ,  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n  r e m a i n s  t h e  m a j o r  house  t y p e  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  
o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a1 t h o u g h  t h e  numbers  seem t o  d e c r e a s e .  B o t h  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  and s y m m e t r i c a l  , c e n t e r  e n t r y  Second Empi r e  houses  
o c c u r .  S m a l l  numbers o f  a s y m m e t r i c a l ,  I t a l  i a n a t e  and Second 
E m p i r e  s t y l e  houses a r e  f o u n d  as  w e l l .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The t h i r d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 5 2 )  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  was 
b u i l t  f r o m  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  1792  b u i l d i n g .  The t h i r d  b u i l d i n g ,  a  
g a b l e - e n d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  r e c e s s e d  e n t r y  and f o u r  D o r i c  co lumns  
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i n  a n t i s ,  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  on a  s m a l l e r  s c a l e  t h a n  i t s  
p r e d e c e s s o r  because  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a d  l o s t  s o  many members t o  
t h e  N o r t h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church.  The N i n t h  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  
was b u i l t  ca .  1 8 4 3  i n  Winchendon V i l l a g e .  A d d i t i o n s  and 
a1 t e r a t i o n s  i n  1855,  1867,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  b e t w e e n  1902-5 h a v e  
t r a n s f o r m e d  w h a t  was p r o b a b l y  a  gab1 e-end,  Greek R e v i v a l  b u i l  d i n g  
i n t o  a  N e o c l a s s i c a l  d e s i g n .  A  M e t h o d i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  
t h e  V i l l a g e  i n  1833. The B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  ( 1 8 4 8 )  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e  i s  
a  g a b l e - e n d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  r e c e s s e d  e n t r y ,  p i l a s t e r s ,  and a  
s q u a r e  c l o c k  t o w e r  and be1 f r y .  I n  1867,  t h e  4 5  x  9 5 - f o o t  g r a n i t e  
G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e .  

The town  h a l l  ( 1 8 5 1 ? )  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  
s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  mansard  r o o f .  

The Academy b u i l  d i n g ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  a r c h e d  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
s t r u c t u r e  ( 3 0  x  40 f e e t ) ,  was b u i l t  i n  1843,  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  town  
f o r  i t s  h i g h  s c h o o l 9 1  i n  1853, and  s e r v e d  f o r  a  p e r i o d  a f t e r  1867 
as  an e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l .  The b r i  ck Romanesque h i g h  s c h o o l  was 
b u i l t  i n  1867.  

Commerc ia l  : The h o t e l  o f  I s a a c  Morse  was b u i l t  ca .  1 8 4 3  and l a t e r  
became known as  t h e  A m e r i c a n  House. Ca. 1850,  t h e  Monadnock 
House, l a t e r  t h e  T r e m o n t  House, was c o n s t r u c t e d .  B o t h  were  
l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The W h i t n e y  C o t t o n  M i l l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k ,  g a b l e d  
Greek R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  was b u i l t  i n  1854.  The s p i r e  was added 
i n  1890. E a r l i e r  m i l l  b u i l d i n g s  were  t h e  Murdock t u b  and p a i l  
f a c t o r y ,  w h i c h  b u r n e d  and was r e b u i l t  i n  1840,  and a  f rame f a c t o r y  
a t  Winchendon S p r i n g s  w h i c h  b u r n e d  i n  1854 and  was r e p 1  aced  w i t h  a  
t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i n  1855.  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870-1915)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Winchendon V i l l a g e  becomes a  m a j o r  r a i l r o a d  c e n t e r  as  new l i n e s  
e x t e n d  n o r t h ,  s o u t h w e s t ,  and  s o u t h e a s t  i n  t h e  1870s.  The Ware 
R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  i s  c o m p l e t e d  t o  Winchendon V i l l a g e  a f t e r  1871.  The 
B o s t o n ,  B a r r e ,  and G a r d n e r  R a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t s  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  t o  
Winchendon i n  1874. The Monadnock R a i l r o a d  e x t e n d s  n o r t h  i n  1872. 

P o p u l a t i o n  

The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g row a t  a  s l i g h t l y  s l o w e r  r a t e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  3,398 i n  1870 t o  5.908 i n  1915.  A  
s l i g h t  d i p  was e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  1910 when t h e  t o t a l  f e l l  b y  c a .  250, 
b u t  r e c o v e r e d .  Even as  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  grew, t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  grew l a r g e r ,  f r o m  17.4% i n  1875 t o  22.9% i n  1915.  By 
1885 t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  o u t n u m b e r e d  t h e  I r i s h  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  
expand  t o  ou tnumber  them b y  a  f a c t o r  o f  f o u r  i n  1905.  By 1915 
l a r g e  numbers o f  I t a l i a n s  came t o  t h e  town,  b u t  e q u a l l e d  o n l y  
o n e - t h i r d  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s .  The E n g l i s h  and Swedes came i n  
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s m a l l  numbers,  f o l l o w e d  l a t e r  b y  P o l e s .  The dominance o f  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  emp loymen t  g rew o v e r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f r o m  a  r a t i o  among 
men 's  o c c u p a t i o n s  o f  two  t o  one i n  1875 t o  n e a r l y  t e n  t o  one i n  
1 9 0 5 ;  by  1915 i t  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  60% o f  a l l  m a l e  employment .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  1  a r g e  numbers o f  women were  s i m i l a r l y  emp loyed ,  i n  a  
r a t i o  o f  ca .  f o u r  t o  one compared t o  ma les ,  a n d  b y  1915  h a l f  o f  
t h e  women w o r k i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  home were  so employed.  As t h e  
number o f  C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  town i n c r e a s e d ,  masses were  c e l e b r a t e d  
and a  c h u r c h  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  1879,  a1 t e r  g i v i n g  way t o  
t h e  l a r g e  I m m a c u l a t e  H e a r t  o f  Mary  a t  p e r i o d ' s  end.  I n  1 8 8 8  t h e  
Emmanuel c h u r c h  was f o r m e d  f o r  E p i s c o p a l  i a n s .  By 1893 C h r i s t i a n  
S c i e n t i s t s  m e t  t o g e t h e r ,  o r g a n i z i n g  i n  1901.  The number o f  
v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  town mu1 t i p 1  i e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  
o f  e t h n i c  c l u b s  such a s  H i b e r n i a n s  ( 1 8 8 1  1, A r t i s a n s  
C a n a d i a n s - F r a n c a i s  (1901  1, S t .  J e a n  B a p t i s t s  (19051,  and K n i g h t s  
o f  Columbus ( 1 9 0 9 ) ;  t h e  Grange ( 1 8 9 1  1, U n i t e d  Workmen (18871,  
r e 1  i e f  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and o t h e r s .  The Women's C l u b  s p o n s o r e d  
d i s t r i c t  n u r s i n g ,  and t h e  town  f o r m e d  a  B o a r d  o f  T r a d e  i n  1909. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n d u s t r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  a t  t h e  m a i n  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  c e n t e r s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  Winchendon V i l l a g e ,  where  new i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  
a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  a r e a ,  a n d  c o m m e r c i a l  and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n t i n u e s .  

I n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  a  new t e x t i l e  f a c t o r y  i s  b u i l t  i n  1886 on t h e  
M i l l e r s  R i v e r  N o r t h  B ranch .  The G l e n  A l l e n  M i l l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  
s o u t h  o f  Winchendon S p r i n g s ,  and  new w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
a l o n g  G l e n  A l l e n  Road. Some a d d i t i o n s  a r e  made t o  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  H y d e v i l l e ,  and  a t  W a t e r v i l l e  a  new woodenware 
f a c t o r y  i s  b u i l t  a f t e r  an 1895 f i r e ,  expanded  a l o n g  t h e  R i v e r  
S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r .  A  m i l l  i s  added t o  t h e  w e s t ,  n o r t h  o f  R i v e r  
S t r e e t ,  and t h e  Ware R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  S t a t i o n  i s  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  
t o  D e p o t  S t r e e t I L a u r e l  S t r e e t .  Worker  h o u s i n g  i s  added a r o u n d  t h e  
M a i n  S t r e e t I H a l e  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  A t  B u l l  a r d v i l l e ,  and p a i l  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f a c t o r y  s o u t h  o f  B u l l a r d v i l l e  Pond i s  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  
an 1890 f i r e .  

A t  Winchendon V i l l a g e  t h e  W h i t n e y  M a c h i n e  Shops expand,  b u t  new 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f a c i l  i t i e s  c o n c e n t r a t e  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  
Monadnock R a i l  r o a d  c o r r i d o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  C o n v e r s e  Toy ( 1  8 8 3 ) ,  Mason 
and  P a r k e r  Toys (19121,  and A l a s k a  F r e e z e r  (19021,  a l o n g  L i n c o l n  
Avenue, w i t h  a  w o r k e r  d u p l  ex  c l  u s t e r .  Commerc ia l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
c o n t i n u e s  on F r o n t  S t r e e t  and a l o n g  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t .  S o u t h  o f  t h e  
r i v e r ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  I r i s h  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d  s o u t h  o f  
t h e  F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  c o n t i n u e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on  C r o s s  S t r e e t .  
N o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  o c c u r s  a l o n g  F r o n t  and 
West S t r e e t s ,  and i n  t h e  Monument P a r k  a r e a  b e t w e e n  S p r u c e  and 
Schoo l  S t r e t s ,  n o r t h  o f  Oak S t r e e t  t o  M i l l  and P e a r l  S t r e e t s .  A  
new C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  ( 1 9 0 7 )  i s  b u i l t  a t  t h e  S p r u c e / G r o v e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  R e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  
i n  t h e  Mechan ic  S t r e e t / M a y n a r d  S t r e e t  a r e a .  N o r t h  o f  t h e  t r a c k s  
r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  e x t e n d s  on C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  and e a s t  on Map le ,  
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w i t h  i n f i l l  s o u t h  o f  Map le  S t r e e t  on  L i n d e n  S t r e e t .  A  new 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i s  l a i d  o u t  n o r t h  o f  M a p l e  and e a s t  o f  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t  ( H i  g h l  and, Wood1 awn, Cedar  S t r e e t s ) .  

D. Economic Base 

The l a s t  t h r e e  decades o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  o p e n i n g  decades o f  
t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  saw c o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  o f  W i n c h e n d o n ' s  economic  
b a s e  and s t e a d y  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  Town 's  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o u t p u t ,  d e s p i t e  s e v e r a l  r e c e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  m i d  
1 8 7 0 s ,  8 0 s  and  90s.  The 1  e a d i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  r e m a i n e d  woodwork ing ,  
t e x t i l e s ,  and mach ine -mak ing .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1870s,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  wooden t o y s  was begun b y  
C o n v e r s e  and Mason a t  W a t e r v i l l e  f o l l o w e d  b y  o t h e r  f i r m s ,  and  b y  
t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  Winchendon was known as  "The Toy Town o f  
t h e  W o r l d " ,  t a k i n g  w o r l d  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t o y s  f r o m  
w a r - d e m o n s t r a t e d  Germany i n  t h e  1920s .  New w o o d w o r k i n g  c o n c e r n s  
w e r e  begun  a t  B u l l a r d v i l l e  (1878,  Wm. Brown and Sons, woodenware) ,  
and expanded  t o  a  new p l a n t  i n  1898,  and  r e e d  f u r n i t u r e  was 
m a n u f a c t u r e d  a f t e r  1892  a t  W a t e r v i l l e  b y  MH P a r k s  and Co. 

The m a c h i n e - m a k i n g  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  r e m a i n e d  s t r o n g  a s  t h e  BD W h i t n e y  
and Goodspeed M a c h i n e  Companies c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o d u c e  h i g h  
h i g h - g r a d e  w o o d w o r k i n g  m a c h i n e s .  The W h i t n e y  shop was a  p i o n e e r  
i n  t h e  f i e 1  d  o f  d i r e c t  m o t o r - d r i v e n  w o o d w o r k i n g  m a c h i n e r y ,  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s i n g l e  p l a n e r  o p e r a t e d  b y  d i r e c t  m o t o r  d r i v e  i n  
1911.  T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was enhanced w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  l a r g e ,  3 s t o r y ,  b r i c k  G l e n a l l e n  M i l l  i n  1886 ( a n  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e ,  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g ,  t h o u g h  i n  
n e e d  o f  i m m e d i a t e  c a r e ) .  L o c a t e d  downs t ream f r o m  t h e  S p r i n g v i l l  e  
M i l l s ,  i t  was e r e c t e d  b y  N.D. Wh i te ,  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  b o t h  
m i l l s  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  p r o d u c i n g  c o l o r e d  c o t t o n  
goods.  

S i g n i f i c a n t  g r o w t h  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  t a n n e r y  a l o n g  t h e  M i l l e r ' s  
R i v e r  e a s t  o f  W a t e r v i l l e .  The o p e r a t i o n  was p u r c h a s e d  b y  N e l s o n  
and  R i v e r ,  a  l a r g e  t a n n i n g  c o n c e r n  i n  Shrewsbury ,  i n  1850.  They 
expanded  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  and  o p e r a t e d  t h e  t a n n e r y  u n t i l  t a k e n  o v e r  
b y  C.O. Green and Co., a l s o  o f  Sh rewsbury ,  a n o t h e r  m a j o r  t a n n i n g  
company. A g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a  g r a d u a l  s h i  f t  away 
f r o m  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  g r a i n s  t o  an emphas is  on d a i r y i n g .  The vo lume 
o f  m i l k  p r o d u c e d  d o u b l e d  n e a r l y  e v e r y  decade,  and  b y  1895 d a i r y  
p r o d u c t s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  n e a r l y  40% o f  t o t a l  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h a y  
p r o d u c e d .  By 1905  W i n c h e n d o n ' s  f a r m e r s  l e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  towns i n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  d a i r y  p r o d u c t i o n .  The 
g r o w i n g  v i l l a g e  and s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a l s o  s t i m u l a t e d  
m a r k e t  g a r d e n i n g  and o r c h a r d i n g .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P r i m a r y  b u i l d i n g  t y p e  i s  t h e  g a b l e - e n d  house  w i t h  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  p e r i o d  d e t a i l s :  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e ,  E a s t l a k e ,  S t i c k ,  a n d  
Queen Anne. T w o - s t o r y  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l  d i n g s  ( " d o u b l e - d e c k e r s " )  were  
n o t e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : New M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 7 6 )  on F r o n t  
S t r e e t .  The b r i c k ,  G o t h i c ,  I m m a c u l a t e  H e a r t  o f  Mary c h u r c h  was 
c o m p l e t e d  i n  1907.  

The b r i c k  Romanesque Murdock Schoo l  was b u i l t  i n  1887.  A  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l ,  f r a m e  s c h o o l  s t a n d s  o n  G l e n  A l l e n  Road s o u t h  o f  
Winchendon S p r i n g s .  

The t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  1  i b r a r y  d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  e a r l y  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Commerc ia l  : I n  1906,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  House was a  
t h r e e - a n d - a - h a 1  f - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  mansard  r o o f e d  b u i l  d i n g  w i t h  
m u l t i p l e  p o r c h e s .  The I. M. Murdock B u i l d i n g  ( 5 4  x 75.5 f e e t )  was 
b u i l t  on F r o n t  S t r e e t  i n  1875.  The t w o - s t o r y ,  m a n s a r d - r o o f e d  
Winchendon N a t i o n a l  Bank b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1870s.  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Two t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  m i l  1  b u i l  d i n g s  were  b u i l t  a t  
Winchendon S p r i n g s  i n  1886.  The b r i c k  m i l l  on W h i t n e y  Pond was 
b u i l t  ca .  1898.  

X .  EARLY M O D E R N  PERIOD ( 1  915-1940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By t h e  m i d  1920s,  t h e  R o u t e  1 2  c o r r i d o r  n o r t h w e s t  f r o m  F i t c h b u r g  
i s  i m p r o v e d  a s  p a r t  o f  a  m a j o r  r e g i o n a l  n o r t h - s o u t h  a u t o  h i g h w a y  
( S p r i n g  S t r e e t - F r o n t  S t r e e t - S c h o o l  S t r e e t ) .  A  new Rou te  32 ( l a t e r  
R o u t e  2 0 2 )  c o r r i d o r  i s  e s t a b l  i shed f r o m  Ba l  d w i n s v i l l e  n o r t h  
t h r o u g h  W a t e r v i l  l e ,  Winchendon V i l l a g e ,  and  Winchendon S p r i n g s  t o  
R idge ,  New Hampsh i re  ( M a i n  S t r e e t - R i v e r - F r o n t - C e n t r a l  -Map1 e  
S t r e e t - R i n d g e  Road).  By t h e  m i d  1930s  G a r d n e r  Road i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  i s  i m p r o v e d  as  t h e  R o u t e  6 4  ( l a t e r  Rou te  1 4 0 )  c o n n e c t o r  
n o r t h  t o  Rou te  12.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A1 t h o u g h  s l o w e d ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow, f r o m  
5,908 i n  1915 t o  6,575 i n  1940.  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  
d r o p p e d ,  however ,  t o  13.4%. M a n u f a c t u r i n g  emp loymen t  d r o p p e d  
s l  i g h t l y ,  w i  t h  o p e r a t i v e  and c r a f t  emp loymen ts  comb ined  a c c o u n t i n g  
f o r  59%. M o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  was t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  w i t h  
t o t a l  m a l e s  i n  t h e  work  f o r c e  d r o p p i n g  b y  ca. 300, w h i l e  126 w e r e  
engaged  i n  emergency empl oymen t  and  1 7 8  were  unempl oyed.  Female 
employment  as  o p e r a t i v e s  r e m a i n e d  c o n s t a n t .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  o u t s i d e  o f  Winchendon 
V i l l a g e ,  and New B o s t o n  i s  removed,  and B u l l a r d v i l l e  i s  p a r t i a l l y  
d e s t r o y e d ,  b o t h  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  B r i c k  H i l l  Dam p r o j e c t .  I n  t h e  
V i l l a g e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  Monument P a r k  a r e a ,  
and p e r i p h e r a l  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  made t o  t h e  n o r t h  and  w e s t  (Mason 
S t r e e t  a r e a  1 .  

D. Economic  Base 

The y e a r s  be tween  W o r l d  War I and W o r l d  War I 1  were  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  
Winchendon.  Though t h e y  opened w i t h  n e a r l y  a  decade o f  s u s t a i n e d  
g r o w t h ,  t h e  r e c e s s i o n  o f  m i d  1 9 2 0 s  i m p a c t e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  
i n d u s t r i e s .  The d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1930s was p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r s h  on 
Winchendon,  a s  b o t h  t h e  c o n v e r s e  t o y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and  t h e  N.D. 
W h i t e  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  company were  s h u t  down. By 1940 t h e  
w o r k f o r c e  and wage r a t e s  h a d  a g a i n  a t t a i n e d  t h e  1 9 2 9  
p r e - D e p r e s s i o n  1  eve1 s ,  b u t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods s t i l l  
l a g g e d  b e h i n d .  N e a r l y  a l l  t h e  p r e - D e p r e s s i o n  i n d u s t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  
t h o u g h  n o t  a l l  t h e  f i r m s  were  t h e  same. T e x t i l e s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  
30% o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  m a c h i n e - m a k i n g  f o r  23%, and  
f u r n i t u r e ,  t o y s .  and woodenware r e m a i n e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  n e a r l y  45% o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods and 
51% o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e .  

L i  ttl e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a r e  
a v a i l  a b l e .  U n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  t r e n d  t o w a r d  r e m o v i n g  m a r g i n a l  l a n d s  
f rom c u l t i v a t i o n  and  p a s t u r a g e  c o n t i n u e d ,  and  t h e  number o f  l a r g e  
a c t i v e  f a r m s  d e c l  i n e d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l ,  Bunga lows ,  a n d  F o u r  Square  p l a n  
houses  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  p o p u l a r  p e r i o d  house  f o r m s .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

I n v e n t o r y  a p p e a r s  t o  be  s p o r a d i c .  S e v e r a l  m a j o r  pub1 i c  b u i l d i n g s  
a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d .  S u r v e y e d  s i t e s  a r e  l i s t e d  on U.S.G.S. 

X I I .  SOURCES 
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