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MHC RECONNASISANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: December 1982 COMMUNITY : Whately 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Whately i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  western  banks of t h e  Connect icut  River.  
The e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town c o n s i s t s  of p r e h i s t o r i c  l a k e  bottom 
and r i v e r  f l oodp la in .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e s e  lowlands and t h e  lower po r t i ons  
of Whately 's  western  uplands  were covered by g l a c i a l  Lake Hitchcock. 
This  l a k e  inundated t h e  Connect icut  River Valley from c e n t r a l  Con- 
n e c t i c u t  t o  southern Vermont where it met Lake Upham. S ince  then ,  
t h e  Connect icut  River has  c u t  i n t o  t h e  eas ternmost  s e c t i o n  of t h e  
l a k e  bottom and depos i t ed  f e r t i l e  a l l u v i a l  s o i l s .  These lowlands 
a l s o  c o n t a i n  ex t ens ive  d e p o s i t s  of c l a y .  

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  16 p o t t e r i e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Whately between 
ca.1788 and 1861. A complex of moderate uplands  extend w e s t  from 
Whately 's  e a s t e r n  lowlands and dominate t h e  remainder of t h e  town. 
These uplands  a r e  p a r t  of t h e  e a s t e r n  f o o t h i l l s  of t h e  Green Moun- 
t a i n s .  E l eva t ions  i n c r e a s e  from 200  f e e t  t o  300 f e e t  on t h e  e a s t e r n  
per iphery  of t h e  uplands  t o  between 800 and 1,000 f e e t  near  t h e  
Whately/Williamsburg l i n e .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  an unnamed peak 
(1,065 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  i n  southwestern Whately. Addi t iona l  prominent 
e l e v a t i o n s  i nc lude  two o t h e r  unnamed peaks (1 ,061 f e e t ,  1,049 f e e t )  
f l ank ing  t h e  prev ious ly  mentioned h i l l ,  Chestnut  Mountain (770 f e e t )  
sou theas t  of West Whately, Mount Es ther  (980 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  i n  nor th-  
western Whately and Stone Mountain n o r t h e a s t  of Chestnut  Mountain. 
Whately Glen i s  t h e  s i t e  of a  s p e c t a c u l a r  s e t  of w a t e r f a l l s .  The 
western p o r t i o n  of town i s  dra ined  by W e s t  Brook which f lows from 
nor thwestern  Whately sou theas t  i n t o  t h e  M i l l  River i n  nor thern  
H a t f i e l d .  Despi te  i t s  s i z e ,  West Brook h a s  been u t i l i z e d  a s  a  
power source  f o r  18 m i l l s .  Eas te rn  Whately i s  d ra ined  by t h e  M i l l  
River which o r i g i n a t e s  i n  Conway. I t  f lows south through Whately 
and even tua l ly  d r a i n s  i n t o  t h e  Connect icut  River i n  southern Ha t f i e ld .  
Local f r e shwa te r  bodies  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  Northampton Reservoir  
and s e v e r a l  smal l  ponds. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  of t h e  H a t f i e l d  g r a n t  wi th  Hadley (1658) ,  extending 
along M i l l  River t o  Great  Swamp along t h e  Connect icut  River meadows. 
There was a t tempted s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Bashan (Hopewell) i n  1682, abandoned 
i n  1688. Western boundary e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1695 wi th  H a t f i e l d  Addit ion 
(Williamsburg) and nor thern  boundary wi th  Dee r f i e ld  Addit ion i n  
1712, de f ined  wi th  Conway i n  1767. North H a t f i e l d  p r e c i n c t  c r e a t e d  
i n  1761 and incorpora ted  a s  Whately i n  1771 wi th  southern boundary 
a t  H a t f i e l d  l i n e  (Hampshire County).  Northern boundary wi th  
Dee r f i e ld  a d j u s t e d  i n  1810 and Whately included wi th in  Frankl in  
County i n  1811. 
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111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Rural a g r i c u l t u r a l  town on primary nor th-south c o r r i d o r  from 
Deer f ie ld  t o  Northampton. Located a long t h e  west  bank of t h e  
Connect icut  River  extending t o  t h e  western  uplands ,  wi th  repor ted  
n a t i v e  a r e a  a t  Whately Glen and Grea t  Swamp I s l a n d ,  and suspected 
s i t e s  a long S t r a i t s  Road r i v e r  t e r r a c e .  S e t t l e d  from H a t f i e l d  
a f t e r  King P h i l i p ' s  W a r  wi th  a t tempted p l a n t a t i o n  a t  Bashan (Hope- 
w e l l )  abandoned wi th  l a t e  17 th  cen tury  n a t i v e  a t t a c k s .  Formal town 
e s t a b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Revolution a t  Whately Center  wi th  some 
wel l  preserved mid-18th cen tu ry  houses a long Chestnut  P l a i n  Road 
t o  Whately Glen. Expansion of a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l emen t  a long t h e  
Connect icut  River lowlands a t  Eas t  Whately dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  
cen tury  wi th  l i m i t e d  farming a long West Brook v a l l e y  i n  t h e  western 
h i l l s ,  inc lud ing  some per iod  c o t t a g e s  a long Conway Road. Civ ic  
c e n t e r  remained a t  Whately common through t h e  Federa l  pe r iod  wi th  
s e v e r a l  b r i c k  houses a long Chestnut  P l a i n  s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  t o  Whately 
Glen. 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of commercial tobacco and r eg iona l  r a i l r o a d  
connect ions  dur ing  t h e  mid 19 th  cen tu ry  expanded s e t t l e m e n t  along 
Depot Road t o  Eas t  Whately wi th  some pe r iod  Greek Revival  houses. 
Limited development of West Whately Center  dur ing  mid 19 t h  cen tury  
wi th  sawmills  and Vic to r i an  chape l .  Tobacco maintained through t h e  
e a r l y  20th cen tury  a t  Eas t  Whately wi th  Mission s t y l e  school and 
a u t o  highway a c t i v i t y  a long t h e  Route 5 c o r r i d o r  wi th  per iod  bungalows. 
A t  p r e sen t ,  development e v i d e n t  a long I n t e r s t a t e  91 t o  Dee r f i e ld  
whi le  Whately Center  r e t a i n s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c .  Uncer ta in  f u t u r e  
of tobacco farming t h r e a t e n s  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  Eas t  Whately 
landscape wi th  h i s t o r i c  pe r iod  ba rns ,  whi le  West Whately remains 
i s o l a t e d  wi th  l o c a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y .  

I V .  CONTACT P E R I O D  (1500-1620) 

A.  Transpor ta t ion  Routes: 

Important  c o r r i d o r  of r eg iona l  r o u t e s  a long t h e  Connect icut  River 
Valley wi th  secondary connec t ions  t o  t h e  western  uplands .  Primary 
north-south t r a i l  from Pocumtuck (Deerf i e l d )  t o  Capawonk ( H a t f i e l d )  
and Nonotuck (Nor th f i e ld )  documented a s  S t r a i t s  Road a long t h e  r i v e r  
t e r r a c e  (Temple 1972:48,120; Cane 1971:102). A l t e r n a t e  north-south 
r o u t e  a long t h e  edge of uplands  and M i l l  River r epo r t ed  a s  former 
Mother George Road, appa ren t ly  t o  Great  Swamp and Indian H i l l  
(Temple 1872:49; Cane 1971:lOl-102) . Connecting t r a i l s  through 

western  h i l l s  appear t o  have followed W e s t  Brook wi th  branch t o  
Beaver Brook (Williamsburg) and upper Dee r f i e ld  River  (Conway) from 
West Whately (Cane 1971: lOl) .  Other p o s s i b l e  connec t ions  a r e  
conjec tured  from Whately Glen over  Indian H i l l  from Great  Swamp. 

B. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s :  

There were no r epo r t ed  n a t i v e  Contact  pe r iod  s i t e s .  However, t h e  
presence of good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and e x t e n s i v e  water  sources  sugges t s  
t h e r e  was s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  pe r iod  se t t l emen t .  Nat ive  encampments 
most l i k e l y  focused on Whately 's  e a s t e r n  lowlands, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Connect icut  and M i l l  r i v e r s ,  t h e  g e n t l e  h i l l s  
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overlooking t h e  l a t t e r  r i v e r ,  Whately Glen and t h e  West Brook 
River Val ley.  "Indian H i l l "  ( n o r t h e a s t  of t h e  Glen) was reputed ly  
t h e  s i t e  of a  Pocumtuck v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  17 th  cen tury .  

C .  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s :  - 

The f e r t i l e  Connect icut  River f l o o d p l a i n  would have provided 
n a t i v e  pe r iod  occupants wi th  e x c e l l e n t  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  l and .  
Addi t iona l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  lowest  po r t i on  of 
t h e  West Brook Val ley,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  lower po r t i on .  The 
Connect icut  River and t h e  f a l l s  a t  Whately Glen were r i c h  sources  
of f i s h .  Whately h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been a  va luab le  n a t i v e  hunt ing 
a r e a .  Nat ive  hunt ing probably focused i n  t he  West Brook Val ley,  
and t h e  western  p o r t i o n  of l o c a l  lowlands, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Grea t  Swamp. 

D.  Observat ions:  

The Whately a r e a  probably conta ined  a  s i z e a b l e  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  
s i t u a t e d  on t h e  town's  g e n t l e  uplands  ( v i c i n i t y  of Chestnut  P l a i n  
Road). This  a r e a  appears  t o  have f a l l e n  on t h e  per iphery  of t h e  
Norwottucks, h i s t o r i c a l l y  cen te red  i n  Northampton and Hadley and 
t h e  Pocumtucks, who congregated i n  Dee r f i e ld .  Whately 's  c l o s e r  
proximity t o  Dee r f i e ld  sugges t s  t h e  a r e a  f e l l  under t h e  d i r e c t  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  Pocumtucks. This  des igna t ion  runs  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h a t  
of s e v e r a l  l o c a l / r e g i o n a l  h i s t o r i e s  which p l a c e  Whately under t h e  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  Norwottucks. Regional ly ,  t h e  va r ious  n a t i v e  occupants 
of t h e  Middle Connect icut  River Val ley f e l l  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of 
t h e s e  same Pocumtucks r a t h e r  than t h e  Nipmucs a s  claimed by some 
secondary sources .  Whately h a s  a  high l i k e l i h o o d  f o r  e x t a n t  per iod  
s i t e s .  The e a s t e r n  lowlands,  t h e  eas ternmost  uplands ,  Whately 
Glen and t h e  West Brook Val ley should be  cons idered  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a r chaeo log ica l ly  s e n s i t i v e .  

V.  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes : 

Primary nor th-south pa th  from Deerf i e l d  t o  Hatf i e l d  and Northampton 
improved a s  S t r a i t s  Road a long t h e  Connect icut  River  meadows (Eas t  
Whately) . 
B . Populat ion : 

Whately probably cont inued t o  have a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  populat ion 
dur ing  t h i s  pe r iod .  The town lacked a  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion .  

C. Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s :  

Nat ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  probably were s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  suggested 
f o r  t h e  Contact  pe r iod .  " Ind ian  H i l l "  (immediately no r th  of Whately 
Glen) i s  reputed  by some sources  t o  be  t h e  s i t e  of a  n a t i v e  per iod  
s t ronghold .  

The only c o l o n i a l  occupat ion t h a t  took p l a c e  c o n s i s t e d  of temporary 
camps e s t a b l i s h e d  by H a t f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s  hunt ing,  farming o r  overseeing 
l i v e s t o c k  g raz ing  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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D.  Economic Base: 

Nat ive  subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n s  were b a s i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  those  descr ibed  
f o r  t h e  preceding per iod .  Hunting and t r app ing  of fu r -bear ing  
animals  l i k e l y  i nc reased  wi th  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of an Engl ish  market 
f o r  n a t i v e  f u r s  by t h e  l a t e  1630s. Nat ive  t r a d e  c o n t a c t s  most 
l i k e l y  focused on t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  of H a t f i e l d ,  Northampton 
and S p r i n g f i e l d .  

E .  Observat ions:  

Whately remained r e l a t i v e l y  f r e e  of c o l o n i a l  development, l a r g e l y  
because of t h e  a r e a ' s  exposure t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  
of h igh q u a l i t y  l and  f u r t h e r  south  i n  t h e  more heav i ly  s e t t l e d  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  Connect icut  River  Val ley.  Deta i led  documentary 
r e sea rch  and a rchaeo log ica l  examination of Indian H i l l  should be  
undertaken t o  determine i f  t h i s  s i t e  was native-occupied.  

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  Transpor ta t ion  Routes : 

Survey of North H a t f i e l d  d i v i s i o n  (1701) e s t a b l i s h e d  north-south 
highway along t h e  upland f r o n t  a s  Chestnut  P l a i n  Road (1716) wi th  
eas t -west  connector  t o  S t r a i t s  highway a s  C h r i s t i a n  Lane-Depot 
Road (Crane 1971:lOO-101). Loca t ion  of Whately meetinghouse (1773) 
on Chestnut  P l a i n  Road c r e a t e d  r a d i a l  connectors  t o  western uplands 
i nc lud ing  Spruce H i l l  Road, Mount Es the r  Road and Grass Road from 
West Whately. Other pe r iod  highways inc luded  ex tens ion  of River 
Road from H a t f i e l d  a long Connect icut  l e v e e  and Egypt Road from 
Claverack (Westbrook) . 
B.  Populat ion:  

The outbreak of Anglo-Indian c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  Val ley i n  1675 s i g n a l l e d  
t h e  end of t h i s  a r e a ' s  occupat ion by a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  populat ion.  
However, smal l  n a t i v e  bands cont inued t o  occupy Whately seasona l ly  
u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1690s. I n  ca.1695, t h i s  band of Albany a r e a  n a t i v e s  
c o n s i s t e d  of 1 2  men, 9  women and 23 c h i l d r e n .  

Whately 's  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  c o n s i s t e d  of approximately 48 f a m i l i e s  
and 320 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1771. This  l a t t e r  f i g u r e  had grown t o  4 1 0  
i n d i v i d u a l s  by 1776. Most of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  pe r iod  r e s i d e n t s  
were former H a t f i e l d  i n h a b i t a n t s .  Others  moved from Ashf ie ld ,  
Watertown, Bridgewater and t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Colches te r ,  Connect icut .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s :  

The above-mentioned n a t i v e s  ( r epu ted ly  Norwottuck r e fugees )  t r a v e l l e d  
annual ly  from t h e  Albany a r e a  t o  Whately whi le  they e s t a b l i s h e d  
seasona l  hunt ing  camps. One s i t e  r epu ted ly  was l o c a t e d  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  per iphery  of t h e  g l a c i a l  f l o o d p l a i n  s l i g h t l y  sou th  of t h e  
Long P l a i n  and S t r a i t s  Roads i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Secondary sources  a l s o  
i n d i c a t e  Whately was on s e v e r a l  occas ions  occupied by h o s t i l e  
n a t i v e  f o r c e s  dur ing  King P h i l i p ' s  War (Temple 1871: 27,29) . 
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There a r e  c o n f l i c t i n g  c l a ims  concerning i n i t i a l  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l emen t .  
One source  s t a t e s  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  1680s i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of Hopewell (gene ra l  a r e a  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  junc t ion  of Long 
P l a i n  and S t r a i t s  Roads). The s e t t l e m e n t  was sho r t - l i ved ,  wi th  
abandonment occur r ing  i n  t h e  l a t e  1680s wi th  t h e  resumption of 
Anglo-Indian f i g h t i n g .  However, it appears  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  
homes were n o t  e s t a b l i s h e d  u n t i l  t h e  mid 1730s. Severa l  s e t t l e r s  
b u i l t  homes on t h e  e a s t e r n  lowlands i n  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
southern p o r t i o n  of Long P l a i n  Road and no r th  of " t h e  Zebira B a r t l e t t  
p l ace . "  These homes were abandoned wi th  t h e  outbreak of Anglo-Indian 
c o n f l i c t  i n  ca.1748 f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  of H a t f i e l d .  Reset t lement  took 
p l ace  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1750s. By t h e  mid 1 7 5 0 ~ ~  a  small  s e t t l e m e n t  node 
had developed i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Deacon J o e l  Dick inson ' s  p a l l i s a d e d  
r e s i d e n t i a l  complex, s i t u a t e d  immediately south of t h e  Chestnut  P l a i n  
/Haydenvil le Roads i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Addi t iona l  homes were e r e c t e d  
f u r t h e r  no r th  on Chestnut  P l a i n  Road between Es the r  and Roaring 
brooks.  By t h e  end of t h e  per iod ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  node had s h i f t e d  
s l i g h t l y  no r th  t o  Whately Center .  The town' s f i r s t  meetinghouse 
(ca.1773) was e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  junc t ion  of Chestnut  P l a i n  and Depot 
Roads. By t h e  e a r l y  1760s, s e t t l e m e n t  had a l s o  begun t o  expand 
south,  west ,  and southwest  of t h e  Whately Center  node. Homes were 
cons t ruc t ed  on t h e  southern p o r t i o n  of Chestnut  P l a i n  Road, i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Spruce H i l l ,  Chestnut  Mountain and t h e  v i l l a g e  of West 
Whately . 
D. Economic Base: 

The Albany a r e a  n a t i v e s  occupying t h e  town's  e a s t e r n  lowlands 
s u s t a i n e d  themselves by hunt ing  i n  l o c a l  woodlands and t r a d i n g  and/or  
begging i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  

P r i o r  t o  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  Whately was u t i l i z e d  by H a t f i e l d  
r e s i d e n t s  f o r  crop and g raz ing  land .  The e a r l y  1680s wi tnessed t h e  
d i v i s i o n  of Whately i n t o  l o t s  in tended  f o r  g raz ing  and c rop  product ion.  
The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of Whately focused p r imar i ly  on s tock r a i s i n g ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a t t l e  and sheep.  By 1771, Whately r e s i d e n t s  owned 
375 sheep. Primary c rops  w e r e  wheat, corn  and f l a x .  Small q u a n t i t i e s  
of tobacco were being c u l t i v a t e d  by t h e  e a r l y  1770s. The f i r s t  
i n d u s t r i a l  ope ra t ion  appears  t o  pre-date  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l emen t .  In 
ca.1709 Jeremiah Wait r epu ted ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  on West 
Brook, probably s l i g h t l y  w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of West Whately. 
Subsequent pe r iod  i n d u s t r i a l  development d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  
t h e  1760s. Adonijah Taylor e s t a b l i s h e d  a  g r i s t  m i l l  on Roaring 
Brook i n  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  of Whately Glen i n  ca .  1763. Shor t ly  
a f t e r  (ca.1765 o r  1766) he  b u i l t  a  sawmill n o t  f a r  from t h i s  s i t e .  
Reuben Belding began ope ra t ion  of a  g r i s t  and sawmill complex on 
t h e  lower p o r t i o n  of W e s t  Brook newar t h e  Whately/Hatf ie ld  l i n e  p r i o r  
t o  1770. A tannery was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  ca.1763 by Paul Belding,  
probably on t h e  western s i d e  of Mount Es ther .  Daniel  Morton ran t h e  
only documented pe r iod  t ave rn  (ca.1759) i n  h i s  home on Chestnut  P l a i n  
Road immediately no r th  of Whately Center .  In  ca.1768, Deacon Simeon 
Waite and h i s  son e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s t o r e  nea r  " t h e  s t r a i t s "  on C h r i s t i a n  
Lane. 

E. Arch i t ec tu re :  

No remaining s t r u c t u r e s  ev iden t .  
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F. Observat ions:  

V I I .  

Whately emerged from t h e  French and Indian Wars of t h e  18 th  
cen tury  r e l a t i v e l y  unscathed.  However, t h e  f i g h t i n g  slowed t h e  
community's economic and r e s i d e n t i a l  development. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  
Whately remained c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  H a t f i e l d  throughout t h i s  per iod .  
Fu ture  r e sea rch  should c l a r i f y  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d a t e  and 
l o c a t i o n  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  Addi t iona l  r e sea rch  should be 
devoted t o  determining t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  Albany n a t i v e s  who 
occupied Whately i n  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  cen tury .  Why d i d  they t r a v e l  
such g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  t o  hunt  and t r a d e  when s i m i l a r  resources  
were a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Hudson and Mohawk River v a l l e y s ?  Were they 
d i sp l aced  l o c a l  n a t i v e s  who maintained t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  subs i s t ence  
p a t t e r n s ?  The town has  e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a r chaeo log ica l  evidence 
of per iod  s e t t l e m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Chestnut  P l a i n  
Road and Long P l a i n  Road. S t r u c t u r a l  remains p r e s e n t  on t h e  western 
banks of West Brook i n  W e s t  Whately may be  t h e  remains of t h e  
reputed ca.1709 f u l l i n g  m i l l .  

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes: 

Primary nor th-south highway from Dee r f i e ld  t o  Whately Center  remained 
a s  Chestnut  H i l l  Road wi th  eas t -wes t  connector  t o  S t r a i t s  (Eas t  
Whately) a s  Depot Road-Christian Lane. 

B.  Populat ion:  

Between 1776 and 1790, Whately 's  popula t ion  grew from 4 1 0 ,  one of 
t h e  s m a l l e s t  i n  t h e  county,  t o  736, producing a  growth r a t e  of 79.5%, 
seventh h i g h e s t  among t h e  s i x t e e n  towns wi th  recorded popula t ions  
i n  1776. A f t e r  1790, t h i s  growth slowed, and Whately reached i t s  
19th-century peak popula t ion  of 1,111 i n  1830. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s :  

The c i v i c  focus  was maintained a t  Whately Center  (Chestnut  S t r e e t ) w i t h  
a  secondary v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  Connect icut  River  meadows a t  Eas t  Whately. 
Agr i cu l tu re  remained a s  t h e  primary a c t i v i t y  on t h e  f e r t i l e  lowlands 
wi th  l i m i t e d  farming a long t h e  West Brook v a l l e y  (West Whately). 

D.  Economic Base: 

Whately was predominantly an a g r i c u l t u r a l  town, whose ex t ens ive  
meadowlands provided s u b s t a n t i a l  c rops  of r y e  and o t h e r  g r a i n s .  By 
1789, Whately boas ted  of some of t h e  f i r s t  r ye  g i n  d i s t i l l e r i e s  i n  
t h e  s t a t e  ( C r a f t s ,  p.253, s ays  it was " t h e  f i r s t " ) .  Tobacco had 
been r a i s e d  i n  Whately and o t h e r  towns throughout much of t h e  18 th  
cen tu ry ,  b u t  it was n o t  grown f o r  market much b e f o r e  1800. A t  t h a t  
t ime,  Joshua Belden, Levi Morton, and Perez Wells ,  who were t h e  
l a r g e s t  growers,  began sending o u t  tobacco by peddle r  f o r  s a l e  i n  
t h e  h i l l  towns. The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of plug o r  p ressed  tobacco from 
V i r g i n i a ,  however, p u t  an end t o  tobacco growing u n t i l  t h e  1840s. 
The Belden Bro thers  and o t h e r s  turned then  t o  t h e  r a i s i n g  of broom 
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corn ,  begun i n  Whately about  1805 a f t e r  t h e  e a r l i e r  successes  of 
Levi Dickinson i n  Hadley. The bus ines s  of making brooms, however, 
d i d  n o t  assume much importance b e f o r e  1827 when F r a n c i s  Belden 
devised machinery t o  produce brooms i n  n e a t e r  shapes a t  l e s s  c o s t .  
By 1832, 1 0 0 , 0 0 0  brooms valued a t  $12,500 were Whately 's  l a r g e s t  
i ndus t ry  i n  terms of product  va lue ,  and t h e  i n d u s t r y  was second i n  
t h e  county t o  Dee r f i e ld .  

Another important  product  f o r  t h e  per iod  was p o t t e r y .  Whately c l a y  
proved a va luab le  raw m a t e r i a l  f o r  redware p o t t e r y ,  and by 1797, 
Stephen Orcu t t  was ope ra t ing  a  k i l n  nea r  t h e  H a t f i e l d  l i n e ,  probably 
in f luenced  by a  neighboring H a t f i e l d  p o t t e r ,  Jonathan P i e r c e  from 
Wethers f ie ld ,  who had moved t o  H a t f i e l d  and e s t a b l i s h e d  a  k i l n  by 
1778. One of O r c u t t ' s  employees may have been Thomas C r a f t s ,  who 
opened a  k i l n  i n  t h e  South Whately a r e a  i n  1802. U n t i l  t h e  1820s, 
C r a f t s  produced only redware, b u t  wi th  t h e  a r r i v a l  of Sanford S. 
Per ry ,  a  Troy, New York maker of b lack  t e a p o t s ,  C r a f t  himself  
tu rned  t o  t e a p o t s  i n  1822. by 1833, C r a f t s  had expanded i n t o  stoneware 
a s  we l l .  I n  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n  of b r o t h e r s ,  sons ,  and nephews, C r a f t s  
was r e spons ib l e  f o r  a  minor blossoming of t h e  p o t t e r y  i ndus t ry  i n  
Whately--and b r i e f l y  i n  Ashf ie ld- - tha t  l a s t e d  u n t i l  1860. 

The Federal  pe r iod  a l s o  saw t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of 
t h e  s i x t e e n  m i l l  p r i v e l e g e s  a long W e s t  Brook--said t o  be  one of t h e  
b e s t  m i l l  s t reams f o r  i t s  volume i n  t h e  s t a t e .  Saw, g r i s t ,  and 
tu rn ing  m i l l s ,  t o g e t h e r  wi th  smal l  f o r g e s  f o r  i r o n  edge and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  t o o l s  f l o u r i s h e d  he re .  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  c lo th -d re s s ing  
m i l l s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  wi th  successor  woolen m i l l s  i n  ope ra t ion  
by t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  per iod .  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Approximately two dozen Federa l  houses and c o t t a g e s  
surv ive  a c r o s s  t h e  town. These inc lude  a  f u l l  range of pe r iod  plan 
types  wi th  c e n t e r  chimney and c e n t e r  h a l l  (double o r  end chimney) 
plan houses surv iv ing .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  appears  t o  have 
been s teady  throughout t h e  pe r iod  a s  houses da t ed  from t h e  1780s through 
1830 were observed.  In  g e n e r a l ,  houses seem t o  outnumber c o t t a g e s ,  
an i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  town's  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h e  Federa l  per iod .  Another 
i n d i c a t i o n  of p r o s p e r i t y  i s  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a l i t y  of t h e  houses 
themselves:  most a r e  f u l l y  developed, f ive-bay,  c e n t e r  en t rance  
s t r u c t u r e s  two o r  two-and-a-half s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  Of n o t e  i s  an end 
chimney, h i p  roofed b r i c k  house on Chestnut  P l a i n  Road a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r .  Other Federa l  per iod  houses were observed a t  t h e  town 
c e n t e r ,  on North S t r e e t  nea r  Whately Glen, a t  W e s t  Whately, on 
Haydenvil le and Conway Roads and on River  Road a t  t h e  extreme 
nor thern  end of t h e  road.  Of s p e c i a l  no t e  a r e  wel l  preserved 
c l u s t e r s  of pe r iod  farmhouses a t  West Whately, on North S t r e e t  
a t  Whately Glen and a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  occurred i n  
t h e  per iod .  The only e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  was t h e  o rgan iza t ion  
of a  B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  i n  1789. Seve ra l  schools ,  however, were b u i l t  
i n  t h e  pe r iod ,  of which two surv ive .  In  1800, f i v e  schools  s tood i n  
t h e  town. I n  1780 t h e  town had voted t o  b u i l d  t h r e e  schools ,  b u t  
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t h e s e  were appa ren t ly  never  cons t ruc t ed .  I n  1810, two b r i c k  
schools ,  both  of which were e x t a n t  i n  1970, were cons t ruc t ed .  One, 
t h e  North S t r e e t  School, had dimensions of 30 x 24  f e e t  and 
probably i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  use .  The o t h e r ,  somewhat 
modified,  was moved and s t ands  a t  Storrowton i n  West S p r i n g f i e l d .  

Commercial: A t  l e a s t  f o u r  t a v e r n s ,  inc lud ing  t h e  Gad Smith Tavern 
(1779) ,  opera ted  i n  t h e  pe r iod .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-18 70) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes: 

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of nor th-south c o r r i d o r  wi th  Connect icut  
River Ra i l road  (1846) a c r o s s  p i n e  p l a i n  wi th  depot  a t  Whately 
S t a t i o n  (Depot Road). P a r a l l e l  ex tens ion  of nor th-south highway 
(Route 5-10) appa ren t ly  l a i d  o u t  from North H a t f i e l d  along Mother 
George Road t o  Great  Swamp Road. 

B.  Populat ion:  

Whatelyls  popula t ion  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t agnan t  dur ing  t h i s  
pe r iod ,  though l o s s e s  outnumbered ga ins .  Between 1830 and 1865, 
t h e  town l o s t  99 persons .  In  t h e  pos t -C iv i l  War y e a r s ,  pos s ib ly  
a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  boom i n  tobacco produc t ion ,  t h e  town gained 56 
persons ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  g a i n  i n  t h e  per iod .  

In  1855, 5.7% of Whately I s  popula t ion  were foreign-born,  wi th  
63% of t h a t  number being from I r e l a n d  and ano the r  18% from Germany 
and Holland. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s :  

The c i v i c  c e n t e r  was mainta ined a t  Chestnut  S t r e e t  focus  (Whately) 
wi th  formation of economic c e n t e r  a t  Eas t  Whately r a i l r o a d  depot  
(1846) .  Secondary v i l l a g e  developed a t  West Whately i n  western  
h i l l  l ands  a long t h e  West Brook v a l l e y .  Expansion of a g r i c u l t u r e  
wi th  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of commercial tobacco (1843) a long t h e  
Connect icut  River  lowlands wi th  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  a t  E a s t  Whately. 

D.  Economic Base: 

The t a r i f f  of 1828 had brought  about  a  r a d i c a l  change i n  woolen 
manufactures. Throughout t h e  v a l l e y ,  many smal l  woolen m i l l s  s t a r t e d  
up i n  t h e  y e a r s  immediately fol lowing.  By 1837, Whately had t h r e e  
woolen m i l l s  on West Brook, employing 36 men and women--the l a r g e s t  
non -ag r i cu l tu ra l  employment i n  t h e  town. The product  va lue  of t h e s e  
m i l l s  peaked i n  1845 a t  $40,935. With t h e  reduc t ion  of t h e  t a r i f f  
i n  1846, however, bus ines s  dec l ined  u n t i l  a  b r i e f  surge dur ing 
t h e  C i v i l  War, when Henry James, who a l s o  had a  s a t i n e t  m i l l  i n  
Williamsburg, produced s a t i n e t  valued a t  nea r ly  $87,000. By 
1870, t h e  i n d u s t r y  had come t o  an end. 
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The manufacture of pocketbooks had been i n i t i a t e d  i n  South 
Dee r f i e ld  by Dennis A r m e s .  In 1826 it was picked up i n  Whately by 
R.  B.  Howard, a  maker of pocket  combs and bu t ton  molds, and u n t i l  t h e  
i n t roduc t ion  of f a c t o r y  product ion i n  South Dee r f i e ld ,  Whately shops 
( t h r e e  by 1850) c o n s i s t e n t l y  l e d  t h e  county,  v a l l e y ,  and s t a t e  
product ion of t h e  a r t i c l e .  

Other i n d u s t r i e s  included product ion of p a s t e  b lack ing ,  wooden ware, 
s t one  and earthenware,  d r a i n  t i l e ,  b r i c k s ,  and tanned h ides .  But 
Whately 's  major i n d u s t r i e s  i n  t h e  Ear ly  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r iod  was i n  
t he  r a i s i n g  of broom corn and tobacco.  In  t h e  1830s, most of t h e  
farmers  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  and c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  town r a i s e d  broom 
corn ,  and q u i t e  a  good propor t ion  of them manufactured t h e  corn i n t o  
brooms. "Broom makers,"  wrote C r a f t s  (p .266) ,  "were seemingly 
a s  numerous a s  shoemakers i n  Lynn." Those who d i d  n o t  manufacture 
t h e i r  own brooms could r e a d i l y  f i n d  a  market f o r  t h e  corn.  By 
1850, t h e r e  were e i g h t  broom f a c t o r i e s .  F ive  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t h e  t o t a l  
product  va lue  of brooms, $19,719, was 4 0 %  of t h e  e n t i r e  county 
product ion,  a t  t h e  head of seven o t h e r  towns r e p o r t i n g .  The year  
1845, however, marked t h e  re-emergence of tobacco,  and much sconer  
than i n  H a t f i e l d  o r  Hadley, broom making and broom corn product ion 
was c u t  d r a s t i c a l l y .  By 1855, Whately 's  s h a r e  of t h e  county pro- 
duc t ion  had dropped t o  15%.  

In 1843, Steven Belden, who had con t r ived  a  machine f o r  t y ing  h i s  
corn brooms, brought  back some Connect icut  f i e l d  tobacco seed,  a  
b road lea f ,  f r a g r a n t  smoking tobacco,  and r a i s e d  some nex t  t o  h i s  
broom corn s t ands .  A f t e r  t r e a t i n g  it, he  shipped it i n  b a r r e l s  t o  
N e w  York wi th  h i s  corn  brooms. The success  of t h i s  ven ture  decided 
o t h e r s  t o  t r y  t h e i r  hands a t  it (Cane:75). by 1855, wi th  69 a c r e s  
p lan ted  i n  Connect icut  seed tobacco,  Whately l e d  t h e  Valley i n  
tobacco acreage.  The Gaze t tee r  of Massachusetts  t h a t  y e a r  counted 
97 g r e a t  tobacco ba rns  i n  Whately. Between 1855 and 1865, t h e r e  
was a  tremendous explos ion  i n  t h e  amount of l and  devoted t o  tobacco. 
Acres numbering 381 i n  1 4  towns expanded t o  5,400 a c r e s  i n  v i r t u a l l y  
every town i n  t h e  Val ley.  Whately 's  own acreage  inc reased  by 340%, 
al though it f e l l  t o  f i f t h  p l a c e  i n  t h e  Val ley.  P r i c e s ,  which 
averaged about  12.5C p e r  pound, g r e a t l y  s t imu la t ed  product ion.  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The pace of r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  remained s teady 
through t h e  mid 1 9  t h  cen tu ry ,  wi th  approximately two dozen houses 
of t h e  pe r iod  observed.  Houses and c o t t a g e s  appear t o  have been 
cons t ruc t ed  i n  approximately equal  numbers. The predominant p lan  types  
f o r  t h e  pe r iod  were t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l ,  double chimney and t h e  s i d e h a l l  
p l ans .  A few houses wi th  four-bay,  gab le  f r o n t  facades  were a l s o  
observed a s  were a few houses wi th  asymmetrical p l ans  i nco rpo ra t ing  
s i d e  e l l s .  In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  Greek Revival  s t y l e  predominated and 
most houses i nco rpo ra t e  en t r ances  wi th  s t r a i g h t  transoms and f u l l  
l eng th  s i d e l i g h t s .  Per iod  houses and c o t t a g e s  a r e  c l u s t e r e d  a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r ,  a t  West Whately and on Haydenvil le,  Conway, Webber and 
River Roads and North S t r e e t .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  f o r  t h e  pericd a r e  t h e  
number of we l l -de t a i l ed  mid-19th cen tu ry  ba rns  su rv iv ing ,  some of 
which inc lude  board and b a t t e n  s i d i n g  and d e c o r a t i v e  va lences .  
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I X .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  pe r iod  included 
t h e  founding of a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  (1839) ,  a  Second Congregational  
(1842) and Un i t a r i an  (1866) s o c i e t i e s  and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  
p r e s e n t  Congregational  meetinghouse (1843) and town h a l l  (1844) .  
The meetinghouse i s  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  Greek Revival bu i ld ing  
with  a  three-bay wide, c e n t e r  en t r ance  facade  and b e l f r y  wi th  s p i r e .  
The Town Hal l  o r i g i n a l l y  s tood only one s t o r y  t a l l ,  b u t  was enlarged 
i n  1871; a s  it c u r r e n t l y  s t a n d s ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  two-story three-bay 
by four-bay I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  f lushboard ing  and p i l a s t e r s  
on t h e  facade ,  roundhead windows and doors .  

Commercial: Severa l  commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  pe r iod  s tand  a t  
Whately Center  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Chestnut  Plain and Haydenvil le 
Roads. These c o n s i s t  of one- and two-story gab le  f r o n t  frame s t r u c t u r e s  
wi th  three-bay wide, c e n t e r  en t r ance  facades .  They were probably 
cons t ruc t ed  a f t e r  1840. 

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (18 70-1915) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes: 

Continued improvement of nor th-south c o r r i d o r  wi th  New York, New 
Haven and Har t ford  Rai l road  (1890) p a r a l l e l  t o  o r i g i n a l  Connecticut  
River mainl ine  (now 1 - 9 1  l o c a t i o n ) .  Extension of r u r a l  t r o l l e y  system 
from Northampton t o  Dee r f i e ld  w i t h  l o c a l  s t r e e t c a r  r o u t e  a long River 
Road through Eas t  Whately (1903) .  

B .  Populat ion:  

In t h e  y e a r s  immediately fol lowing t h e  Panic of 1873, which was 
such a  d i s a s t e r  f o r  l o c a l  tobacco growers,  Whately l o s t  over 1 0 %  
of i t s  popula t ion ,  reach ing  958 i n  1875. In  1880, t h e  populat ion 
made a  sudden l e a p  t o  1,074,  though a  good p a r t  of t h i s  ga in  was 
probably only  t h e  record  of t r a n s i t o r y  r a i l r o a d  l a b o r e r s ,  temporar i ly  
l oca t ed  i n  Whately t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  no r the rn  ex tens ion  of t h e  New 
Haven and Northampton Rai l road ,  completed i n  1881. In t h e  f i v e  
y e a r s  1885-1890, t h e  town l o s t  n e a r l y  a  q u a r t e r  of i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  
A f t e r  1895, however, a s  Po les  and o t h e r  Cen t r a l  Europeans began 
s e t t l i n g  i n  Whately a s  farm hands, l o s s e s  tu rned  t o  g a i n s ,  p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  opening of t h e  t r o l l e y  i n  1903 connect ing Whately 
wi th  Greenf ie ld  and Northampton. 

By 1915, Whately had t h e  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  immigration popula t ion  i n  
t h e  county,  o r  28.8%. Of this number, n e a r l y  t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  were 
Poles ,  g iv ing  Whately t h e  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  P o l i s h  community i n  t h e  
county. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  : 

Whately Center  was maintained a s  t h e  c i v i c  focus  on Chestnut  S t r e e t  
wi th  t h e  economic focus  a t  E a s t  Whately depot .  Secondary v i l l a g e s  
were a t  West Whately i n  western  h i l l  l and  and a t  Eas t  Whately 
along t h e  a x i s  of River  Road. Commercial tobacco remained a s  t h e  
primary economic a c t i v i t y  on f e r t i l e  lowlands wi th  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
s i t e  a t  Whately Glen (Roaring Brook).  
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D. Economic Base: 

By 1875, Whately 's  l a r g e s t  manufacturing i n d u s t r y  was El iphas  Wood's 
broom factory--an i n d u s t r y  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  compet i t ion from 
Midwestern brooms, would cont inue  i n t o  t h e  1890s. Other products  
from o t h e r  m i l l s  a long West Brook were p r imar i ly  wood r e l a t e d :  
brush handles ,  c roque t  s e t s ,  lumber and sh ing le s .  In  1900, what 
a c t i v i t y  remained a long West Brook was a l l  b u t  e l imina ted  wi th  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Northampton Reservoi r .  Three y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
South Dee r f i e ld  accomplished t h e  same f e a t  on Roaring Brook. 

But, whereas i n  manufactured produc ts  Whately ranked t h i r t e e n t h ,  
i n  t h e  va lue  of i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc ts  ( i n  1880) Whately 
ranked f o u r t h  i n  t h e  county.  In  onions ,  1ndian corn ,  and po ta toes ,  
Whately ranked 3rd ,  5 th  and 6 t h  among t h e  F rank l in  County towns. 
But it was tobacco t h a t  gave Whately i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  prominence. 

The average p r i c e  of tobacco i n  t h e  l a t e  1850s and e a r l y  1860s 
had been about  12.5C p e r  pound. But t h e  d e p r e c i a t i o n  i n  paper money 
i n  t h e  l a t e  1860s caused t h e  p r i c e  of tobacco t o  rise t o  t h e  
as t ronomical  h e i g h t s  of 30-35C p e r  pound. "The world seemed t o  
go wi ld  over  our  p r o f i t s , "  C r a f t s  wro te , "  and every e f f o r t  was 
used t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  ac reage . "  (p.269) The Panic of 1873, which 
brought  t h i s  h y s t e r i a  t o  a sc reech ing  h a l t ,  was succes s fu l  i n  
r u i n i n g  most of t h e  l o c a l  tobacco growers i n  Whately and t h e  r e s t  
of t h e  Val ley.  By 1885, Whately 's  tobacco c rop ,  mi r ror ing  exac t ly  
Frankl in  County 's ,  was valued a t  a q u a r t e r  of i t s  worth two decades 
before .  Another f a c t o r  i n  d e c l i n i n g  c rops  was t h e  r i s i n g  t i d e  of 
imports  from t h e  i s l a n d  of Sumatra, of a s u p e r i o r  l i gh t - co lo red  
tobacco l e a f .  The McKinley T a r i f f  of 1890 slowed impor ta t ion ,  and 
by 1905 t h e  tobacco i n d u s t r y  had l a r g e l y  recovered.  Whately 's  
product ion t h a t  yea r  was about  a t h i r d  of t h e  county product ion,  
whi le  i n  t h e  Val ley a s  a whole, Whately ranked t h i r d  a f t e r  H a t f i e l d  
and Hadley. The most important  development i n  tobacco r a i s i n g ,  
however, were t h e  experiments a t  t h e  Connect icut  Experiment S t a t i o n  
a t  Windsor i n  1899-1900, showing t h a t  t h e  Sumatra p l a n t  could 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  be grown under shade. In 1901, Whately 's  Lemuel 
Graves was among t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  Val ley t o  grow Sumatra tobacco 
under c o t t o n  c l o t h .  By 1911, shade-grown tobacco was no longer  
exper imental .  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S i g n i f i c a n t  new development occurred a t  E a s t  Whately 
i n  t h e  l a s t  decades of t h e  19 th  cen tu ry  and a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  
around t h e  t u r n  of tk cen tu ry .  In  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  accompanied t h e  growth of tobacco farming a long t h e  
River Road whi le  i n  t h e  second, l i m i t e d  summer house c o n s t r u c t i o n  
took p lace .  A t  Eas t  Whately, on Long P l a i n ,  S t r a i t s ,  Depot and River 
Roads, smal l  one and one-and-a-half s t o r y  ve rnacu la r  workers1 
c o t t a g e s  w i th  g a b l e  o r  h i p  r o o f s  and c e n t e r  en t r ance ,  t h r ee -  o r  
four-bay wide f r o n t s .  Some f e a t u r e  double facade  gab les .  In  
a d d i t i o n  t o  such c o t t a g e s ,  a few pyramidal h i p  roofed,  four-square  
plan Colonia l  Revival two-story houses were a l s o  b u i l t  a t  Eas t  
Whately. An a r e a  of s i m i l a r  development, which a l s o  included a 
f a i r  number of modest l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  and Queen Anne s i d e h a l l  p lan 
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c o t t a g e s ,  i s  l o c a t e d  a long Route 10.  A t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  very 
much more p r e t e n t i o u s  housing was cons t ruc t ed  around t h e  t u r n  
of t h e  cen tury .  Approximately a  h a l f  dozen Queen Anne and Colonial  
Revival houses were b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  ca.1900, most along 
North S t r e e t  and Chestnut  P l a i n  Road. Notable examples inc lude  
a  Queen Anne/Craftsman bungalow, a  gambrel roofed Queen Anne 
c o t t a g e  and t h e  Colonia l  Rev iva l i za t ion  of a  1778 c e n t e r  chimney 
house. In  a d d i t i o n  t o  houses,  many tobacco ba rns  were b u i l t  i n  
t h e  pe r iod ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on River  Road and Route 10.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took 
p l a c e  i n  t h e  pe r iod ;  only  t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  known t o  have been 
b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i d ,  b u t  of t h e s e ,  two a r e  of some n o t e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y .  
These a r e  t h e  b r i c k  Georgian Revival  Center  School (1910) a  very 
we l l -de t a i l ed  g a b l e  on h i p  roof end chimney b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  wi th  
a  pedimented e n t r y  and a  c e n t e r  cupola ,  and t h e  Eas t  Whately 
School (1915) .  The Eas t  Whately School i s  a  gab le  roofed T-plan 
s tucco  Tudor Revival  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  coped parapeted gab le s  and 
banded windows wi th  d r i p  molds. Also b u i l t  i n  t h e  pe r iod  was t h e  
one-story Queen Anne West Whately Chapel (1896) .  

Commercial: Commercial s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  pe r iod  c o n s i s t e d  of 
s e v e r a l  h o t e l s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and a  few smal l  s t o r e s  a l s o  a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r  and i n  va r ious  o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s .  The Maplewood 
Hotel ,  a  temple f r o n t  Greek Revival  house wi th  Colonia l  Revival 
a d d i t i o n s ,  opera ted  from t h e  end of t h e  cen tu ry  u n t i l  1910, when 
it burned. S t i l l  s t and ing  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  i s  t h e  Whately Inn 
(1874; remodelled l 8 9 7 ) ,  a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  ve rnacu la r  
I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  two-story verandas.  A few smal l  one- and 
two-story s t o r e s  were b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and on Route 1 0  i n  
t h e  pe r iod .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes: 

Abandonment of New York, New Havenland Har t ford  Rai l road  (1930) 
and Eas t  Whately t r o l l e y  l i n e  (1924) .  Continued improvement of 
north-south c o r r i d o r  a s  a u t o  highway U.S. Route 5 and S t a t e  Route 
1 0  (by 1930) a long M i l l  River  and Great  Swamp Road from Northampton 
t o  Dee r f i e ld .  

B .  Populat ion:  

Whately 's  growth cont inued u n t i l  1920. Then, pos s ib ly  a s  a  
r e s u l t  of t h e  new immigration laws, it a b r u p t l y  ceased,  and f o r  t h e  
remainder of t h e  pe r iod  t h e  town l o s t  r e s i d e n t s .  The l a r g e s t  
s i n g l e  pe r iod  of l o s s  was i n  1935-1940, when t h e  town l o s t  13% 
of i t s  popula t ion .  I n  1940, t h e  popula t ion  s tood  a t  979. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s :  

The c i v i c  focus  was mainta ined a t  Whately Center  a long Chestnut  S t r e e t  
wi th  development of commercial highway a c t i v i t y  a long Route 5  a x i s  
from Dee r f i e ld  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  s i t e  a t  Whately Glen. Gradual 
development of extended s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  a long  C h r i s t i a n  Lane (Depot 
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S t r e e t )  from Whately Center  t o  Eas t  Whately wi th  i s o l a t e d  c i v i c  
c e n t e r  a t  West Whately i n  West Brook v a l l e y .  Tobacco and onions 
maintained a s  primary farming on Connect icut  lowlands wi th  
development a long River Road. 

D. Economic Base: 

For much of t h e  per iod ,  Whate ly l s  major c rops  were po ta toes ,  
onions ,  and tobacco,  t h e  l a t t e r  g iven a  s p e c i a l  boos t  when Japan 
invaded t h e  Dutch Eas t  I n d i e s ,  i nc lud ing  Sumatra. No f u r t h e r  
manufacturing i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re :  

Very l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  per iod .  Almost a l l  of 
t h e  a c t i v i t y  cen te red  a long Route 10 .  Surviving from the  1920s 
a r e  s e v e r a l  small  c o t t a g e s ,  a  motor c o u r t ,  an overs ized  milk 
b o t t l e  d a i r y  b a r  s ign  and some gab le  overhang one-story gas  
s t a t i o n s .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General: Whately does  n o t  a t  p r e s e n t  have any inventory recorded.  
Given t h e  ou t s t and ing  q u a l i t y  of p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  town1 s Federal  
and 19th-century a g r i c u l t u r a l  landscape,  inventory  work should be  
made a  major p r i o r i t y .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  of 
p re se rva t ion  i n  t h e  western  h a l f  of t h e  town (West Whately, 
Haydenvil le and Conway Roads) and a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  In t hose  
a r e a s ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  landscapes  wi th  farmhouses and ou tbu i ld ings  a r e  
very wel l  p reserved  wi th  few i n t r u s i o n s .  The town c e n t e r  i s  of 
ou ts tanding  q u a l i t y ,  wi th  many f i n e  houses,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
commercial b u i d l i n g s .  A l a r g e  number of houses f o r  s a l e  were noted 
i n  t h e  town and sugges t  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  i s  i n  t r a n s i t i o n  and p o t e n t i a l l y  
t h rea t ened .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

Cane, Ena M. Whately, 1771-1971: A New England P o r t r a i t .  Northampton, 
1972. 

C r a f t s ,  James Monroe. His tory  of t h e  Town of Whately, Massachusetts .  
Orange, 1899. 

I 
Temple, Jo s i ah  Howard. His tory  of t h e  Town of 

Boston, 1872. 

Watkins, Lura Woodside. Ear ly  New England P o t t e r s  and The i r  warbs. 
Cambridge, 1950 (pp.101-109). 

I 
I 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Whately




