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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE December 1979 COMMUNITY: Weymouth 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Located on gently rol l ing glacial  outwash plain.  Features include drumlins, 
eskers and kame terraces.  Sandy/gravelly but f e r t i l e  s o i l .  Out crops of 
s l a t e  i n  northern section of town, of granite i n  the southern. Irregular 
but accessible coastl ine between two r iver  estuaries - Weymouth Fore 
(Monatiquot) and Back Rivers. Two other small r ivers  (Mill and Old Swamp) 
drain in te r ior  ponds and bogs into these estuaries.  Large areas of swamp 
and bog i n  upland of southern th i rd  of town. 

POL1 TICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n i t i a l  settlement of Wessagusset, 1622. By 1630 par t  of Massachusetts Bay 
Colony. Incorporated as Town of Weymouth, 1635. Boundaries are  M t .  Wollaston 
l i n e  (1635) then Braintree l i n e  (1640) on west; Bare Cove or  Hingham l i n e  
(1636) on eas t ;  Old Colony Line (1640) to  south. Note: town s t i l l  retains 
these 17th century boundaries. Divided into two precincts,  north and south, 
1723. 

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Favorable coastal location on main axis t o  in te r ior  with good access t o  Boston 
Harbor and South Shore. Important Woodland settlement area with numerous 
potential  s i t e s .  Historically important as s i t e  of early European settlement 
(Wessagusett) on Boston Bay (1622) with original town boundaries in tac t  (1636). 
Developed several local centers of ac t iv i ty  along coast and in ter ior  with typical 
period architecture,  some of early date. Industrial  expansion of coastal and 
m i l l  s i t e s  with c ra f t  manufacture, especially boots and shoes. Eventually 
t i ed  to  Boston metropolitan area by turnpikes, railroads,  t rol leys and highways. 
Dispersed settlement pattern with no dominant center. Good Colonial-Federal 
examples i n  Weymouth Landing and Weymouth Heights and Victorian i n  S. Weymouth. 

I V  . CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. Transportation Routes: 
Imortant  iunction of coastal and in ter ior  t r a i l  system. Documented ~ a t h s  

incluhe the c6as t a l  t r a i l  (Comnercial St)  and i ts  bra&hes to  ~ e s s a g u s s e t ~  Beach 
(N. Wey.). North and Sea Sts and portions of East, Green and Neck Sts .  North/ 
south in t e r io r  t r a i l s  t o  Great 'Pond Summer Columbian. Forest and Randol~h Sts. - - -. -. . - - 

and Middle, Pond and Thicket ~ t s . w i t h  a-portion of the original path &tact 
between Park and Middle Sts (WPA, 1937), with branch of the main t r a i l  t o  
Accord Pond (Hingham) as pleasent and Pine Sts  . (Weymouth Historical Society, 
19 2 3) 

B. Settlement Pattern: 
Eleven reported s i t e s  with Woodland components - Four a re  specified as Late 

Woodland, o& as Contact. Located on glacial  outwash features- along r iver  
estuaries and large in te r ior  ponds. Extensive occupation i n  areas along bay and 
on leeward s ide of islands. 

C .  Subsistence Pattern: 
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Seasonal hunting, fishing and gathering as well as agriculture. Concentrated 
occupation because of proximity of marine food resources - clam f l a t s  and f i sh  
runs. Accessible coastl ine made t h i s  a prime location for  16th century and 
early 17th century native-European trade. 

D. Observations: 
An area of extensive native settlement during period, due t o  potential  for 

food gathering and for  trade with Europeans. S i t e  potential  should be 
considered high. Also, probable location for  temporary European fishing/trading 
camps of mid-16th to  early 17th century. 

FIRST SERLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. Transportation Routes: 
Native t r a i l  system remains as primary network with !'way to  Abingtonl' l a id  

out i n  the mid 17th century as Front and Pond Sts from Weymouth Landing t o  S. 
Weymouth (\IRIS, 1923) and improvement of coastal highway - Commercial S t  from 
Hingham to  Braintree. Suspected secondary roads of the period include Winter 
St  from Front to  Middle and Essex S t  from Middle t o  Commercial. - 
B .  Population: 

Small groups of English imigrants before 1630. Major influx 1635 - Joseph 
Hull and 21  families (100 people) from Weymouth, Dorset, brings population to  
350. By 1640, 150 families (900 people). Population pressure relieved by 
emigration inland (i .e.  1643, group t o  Rehoboth). Subsequent population 
growth was gradual. 

C .  Settlement: 
F i rs t  settlement by Thomas Weston's Company, 1622 - east  s ide of King's Cove 

(Adam, 1891). Failed within a year. Re-established by S i r  Ferdinand0 Gorges' 
Company, f a l l  1623. Episcopal church bu i l t  t ha t  year. F i r s t  locus of s e t t l e -  
ment on "Plain" between Great H i l l  and head of M i l l  cove - called "Old Spain" 
(North Weymouth). Soon extended across m i l l  cove toward King Oak H i l l .  Second 
locus around out le t  of Whitman's Pond, extended NW towards King Oak H i l l  (East 
Weymouth). Contemporary descriptions by Thomas Morton (1634) and W i l l i a m  Wood 
(1633). Old North Cemetery, a surviving landscape feature. Severe problems 
during King Phi l l ip ' s  War - two major raids (Feb, 1675 and March, 1676) plus 
several minor. Considerable property damage. 

D. Economic Base: 
Primarily agricultural  and grazing. Crops included wheat, rye, oats ,  corn. 

Considerable dairy ac t iv i ty  - butter  and cheese produced and sent to  Boston. 
Maverick notes tha t  Weymouth l i v e  "like bheir neighbors who have commerce with 
Boston". Fishing also a major ac t iv i ty ,  both for  local use and export. Some 
lumbering. Good milling potential  especially a t  ou t le t  of Whitman Pond. Grist 
and saw m i l l  bu i l t  there by W i l l i a m  Waltham, 1640. Also t i d a l  gr is tmil l  on 
Mill Cove, 1669. Products primarily fo r  local use. Other resources included 
s a l t  - produced by evaporation from 1635 (History of Weymouth p. 78) on and 
bog iron, used by Braintree Work, 1645. Some local shipbuilding. 
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E. Architecture: 
Extant architecture of the settlement period is l ike ly  to  be limited to  

central  chimney Cape Cod cottages and two-story houses, although it is 
extremely unlikely tha t  theyretain the i r  original appearances. The large 
number of dwellings bu i l t  i n  the mid-17th century t o  accomodate the town's 
relat ively large population, makes it l ike ly  that  some houses i n  the two 
major areas of or iginal  settlement possess portions of settlement-period 
structures.  The lack of a single town center i n  subsequent periods may have 
encouraged survivals from t h i s  period by dispersing pressures for  development 
rather than focusing them on an old center,  as was the case i n  many other 
communitites . 
F . Observations : 

Located on major t r a i l  network and w i t h  ample resources, an early and success- 
fu l  area fo r  development. Also a 'staging area' for  movement further inland. 
Economic success based on providing Boston w i t h  food and wood. 

COLONIAL PERIOD (1676 - 1776) 

A. Transportation Routes: 
Road network remained in tac t  from 17th century. Primary coast highway from 

Boston-Hingham along Commercial S t .  from Weymouth landing to  East Weymouth C t r .  
Main post road t o  Abington and Plymouth along Front and Pond Sts.  

B. Po ulation: 
h u a l  growth. Estimate of 128 heads of family (850 people), 1678-79. 

Approximately 1,200 people i n  1752, r i s ing  to  1,471 i n  1776; no known non- 
English s e t t l e r s .  

C .  Settlement: 
Primary area of development was around Whitman Pond out le t  (Weymouth-East 

Weymouth) . Fi r s t  school b u i l t ,  1681. Gradual s h i f t  towards in te r ior  during 
period, especially along Pleasant and Middle Streets .  Mills were a factor zn 
th is :  W i l l i a m  Reed, pre-1700, sawmill - Pleasant S t .  and Old Swamp r iver ;  
Gideon T i r r e l l ,  1693, ful l ing m i l l  and Sayle's Mill, 1700 - Middle S t .  and Mill 
River. Wo new loc i  of settlement: 1. South Weymouth area east  of Great 
Pond known as "Old City" a f t e r  1700 focus of settlement pr ior  t o  1720. Shi f t  
north to  "Great Plain1' (South Weymouth) a f t e r  1720. Church bu i l t  on what is 
now Columbian Square, 1723. School bu i l t  same year. Focal point for  south 
precinct. 2. Weymouth Landing - shipbuilding and settlement around mouth of 
Smelt Brook, l a t e  17th century. Arnold's Tavern, pre-revolutionary war. 

D. Economic Base: 
Continued reliance on agriculture and dairying. Fishing also remained import- 

ant.  Various e f for t s  t o  formalize - a joint-stock fishing company established 
during early 1700's. Increased milling ac t iv i ty ,  especially along Mill r iver  - 
primarily sawmills and gris tmil ls .  Products both for  local use and export t o  
Boston. Some attempt t o  exploit mineral resources - a f t e r  1700, bog iron removed 
from many of the Ponds. Some quarrying of s l a t e  for  roofing. 

Shoemaking was already a major industry i n  the town. By the mid 18th century, 
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shoemakers, working with 2-3 apprentices and 2 o r  more journeymen out of shops 
called 'llO-footersl' produced custom work for  specif ic  customers. 

E .  Architecture: 
Building types of the period include houses, barns, two meetinghouses, 

some schoolhouses and "ten footer workshops". Of these, only houses remain i n  
any substantial  number. The most popular local house-types were central-  
chimney Cape Cod cottages, followed by central-chimney houses; the largest  
concentrations appear to  remain along Commercial Street  and scattered around 
South Weymouth. In addition, a limited number of gambrel-roofed cottages were 
b u i l t ,  of which a t  l eas t  one remains (Pond St ree t ) .  

F. Observations: 
Development continued along the coastal zone with ever increasing movement 

inland as' well. Located on main transportation routes and with gooa agricultural  
and lumber production, Weymouth served as  an important supplier of raw materials 
t o  Boston and developed a diversified community. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. Transportation Routes: 
Colonial network remained in tac t  as both east-west coastal and north-south 

in te r ior  amplified by turnpikes (Wood 1919) of early 19th century from 
Braintree-Quincy (Boston) from Weymouth Landing to  Hingham (Washington St) 
1805. Primary l ink  between Quincy and Hingham as turnpike (1812) through 
N. Weymouth as Brid e S t .  (Route 3A). F i r s t  bridge over Fore River by 
Hingham and Quincy --a- B r i  ge and Turnpike Co. (1812) . Secondary cross l inks 
i n  S. Weymouth, West and Union S t s .  probably i n  early 19th century. 

B. Po ulation: 
h i e f  level l ing off  of population growth (1776 - 1790), growth 

of Weymouth's population was continuous throughout th i s  period with the 
largest  increases occurring between 1810 and 1830; a t  the close of the period 
only 7 residents were noted as being foreign born; the formation of new churches 
began i n  1810 and included 2 new congregations by 1830. 

C .  Settlement Location: 
Continued development of multiple centers from original  Colonial pattern i n  

Weymouth Heights, t b  Weymuth ~ a n h i n ~  (Fore River) a 2  E. Weymuth (kack 
River) with S. Weymouth and North Weymouth (Bridge St) emerging as d is t inc t  
areas; by middle par t  of period Weymouth Landing had become the town's leading 
commercial center, aided by the opening of the Boston-Plymouth Turnpike 
(Washington St) i n  1805. 

D. Economic Base: 
Continued expansion of mill  s i t e s  with lumber and milling, shipbuilding on 

Fore and Back r ivers .  Tumikes  serve t rave ler ' s  with taverns and t o l l  houses. 
Shoemaking continued to  be hone out of lllO-footersll but by the l a t e  18th century, 
an increasing amount was "extra-solef1 work sold i n  Boston by r e t a i l  houses. In 
the early 18001s, capitalist-entrepreneurs intervened, f i r s t  se l l ing  shoes 
direct ly  for  the shoemaker, and by 1808, se t t ing  up central  shops, "putting out" 
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various phases of the  work t o  local shoemakers. The central shop developed 
rapidly a f t e r  1820, one man i n  a central shop providing work fo r  40 domestic 
workers. 

E .  Architecture: 
Abundant examples of 

vernacular cottages t o  a 
late Ckorgian and Federalist houses ranging from 
s m a l l  number of high s ty le  examples; popular house- 

types remained the same as the  Colonial period u n t i l  ca. 1790 - 1810 when 
hiproofed Federalist houses began t o  be b u i l t .  Especially n o t m r t h y  are 
the dentil led mouldings, pedimented doorways, f luted p i las ters ,  modillioned 
cornices and other l a t e  Georgian pattern-book deta i l s  which appear on a rel- 
atively large number of houses and cottages with vicinity of Weymouth Landing, 
Cannercia1 Street and Weymouth Heights. Also present are a variety of Federalist 
s ty le  mouldings, doorways and other de ta i l s  bu i l t  on houses of varying types. 
Other building types of the period such as barns, "ten-footers" and district 
schools may remain, although l ikely t o  be altered in  appearance and use. 

F. S m r y  Observations : 
Economic expansion of Colonial industries,  with coastal location and 

proximity t o  urban Boston by turnpikes produced several settlement centers 
and a range of good period architecture, much of which retains excellent l a t e  
Georgian decorative detai ls .  

VIII. EARLY INDUSTRIAL (1830 - 1870) 

A. Transportation Routes: 
Federal period road system remain intact  with railroad l i n k z e  t o  Boston 

along h is tor ic  axis. 1nterior from Plymouth through S. Weymouth Old 
Colony (1845) and coastal from Hingham through E. Weymouth and Weymouth Ctr 
and Weymouth Landing as South Shore (1849). Cross linkage established on 
Broad St between E. IYeymouth and Weymouth Landing. 

B. Population: 
Growth w a s  particularly rapid throughout t h i s  period reaching a peak of 

2,373 new residents added between 1850 and 1860 (42% increase); t o t a l  increase 
i n  population fo r  the period was 6,173 (217% increase), of which s l ight ly  more 
than 1,000 were foreign-born imnigrants, including nearly 1,000 I r i sh ;  8 new 
religious societ ies  were f o m d  including a Catholic parish (1851-1859). 

C. Settlement m a t i o n :  
Expansion of industrial  centers, especially a t  E. Weymouth and F4eymouth 

Landing, with secondary growth a t  S. PIeymouth and N. Weymouth leaving Weymouth 
Heights as his tor ic  area with c iv ic  functions. Weymouth Landing (E. Braintree) 
remained primary economic center as an "aggregate of villages (FVPA, 1937). 

D. Econanic Base: 
Significant industrial  growth i n  mid-19th century with a diverse economic - 

base. Iron foundry i n  ~ast'-Weymouth (1830's) produ&d nai l s  and tacks for  
exploding shoe industry. L W e r  yards (1840's) i n  Weymouth Landing major 
transhipment point fo r  country. Decline i n  shipbuilding a t  Weymouth Landing 
for  railroad. Shoemaking throughout the town i n  "ten-footers" supplying 
central shops for  markets i n  Louisiana and California. According t o  Torrey 
(1953), the McKay machine w a s  conceived by Edward French of South IYeymouth 
( 1858-62 ) . 
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By the l a t e  1850's the large export orders - t o  California, Lousiana, and 
elsewhere had forced consolidation of many operations under one roof. 
F i r s t  true 'If actories" appear ( e  . g. , J . S . Fogg (1857), S . Weymouth) . 
The comnercial development of the town w a s  worked by the establishment of 
2 banks (1832 and 1833), an insurance company (1833) and a newspaper (1867), 
of which the banks and insurance company w e r e  located i n  IBeymouth Landing. 

E. Architecture : 
Although building from t h i s  period included a wide range of types, 

comnercial, industrial  and inst i tut ional  buildings have been generally 
heavily altered o r  demolished with the notable exceptions of the Fogg Factory 
(S. Weymouth) and a granite mil l  structure a t  East Weymouth. House types of 
the period range from center-entrance cottages with inter ior  end wall 
chimneys t o  several temple-front Greek Revival s ty le  houses. In general, 
side-hall cottages with simple Greek Revival, I ta l ianate Second Rnpire and 
other Victorian de ta i l s  form the largest number of houses extant, particularly 
i n  the v ic in i t ies  of North and East Weymouth. The most ambitious houses of 
the period are of side-hall o r  center entrance plans with simple de ta i l s  in  one 
of the several s ty les  then current .  In general, there is l i t t le  evidence of 
architect-designed houses, although as early as 1846 parts of the town were 
being occupied as the s m r  residences of Bostonians (Hayward-Gazetteer) 
scsne of which may have been designed by architects.  

F . Sumnary Observations : 
Economic prosperity from industrial  growth, produced an extended set of loc- 

a l  centers with a~mix  of ac t iv i t i e s  including shoernaking and iron foundaries. 

IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL (1870 - 1915) 

A. Transportation Routes: 
Road and railroad systems remained intact  from mid 19th century. Street 

railway routes expanded from Boston-Quincy t o  Weymouth i n  1890's. Primary route 
between Weymouth Landing and E. Weymouth along Broad St .  with branch t o  North 
VJeymouth and Upper Neck beach along Middle, North, Neck and River Sts .  Link 
t o  S. Weymouth from Vdeymouth Landing-E. Braintree v ia  Front and Main Sts  and 
from E. Weymouth along Pleasent S t  with branch t o  Rockland on Union St .  

B. Population: 
After 1870, local population grew steadi ly,  but by smaller amounts than it 

had between 1840 and 1870; of the 4,959 new residents added i n  t h i s  period 
approximately 1500 were foreign born; of these, the largest numbers were from 
Great Britain,  Nova Scotia and I ta ly ;  although I r i sh  imnigrants remained the 
largest foreign-born group, the i r  t o t a l  nurriber declined a f t e r  reaching a -peak 
of 1,107 i n  1885. 

C.  Settlement Location: 
Continuation of multi-centered pattern with continued development a t  Wey- 

mouth Landing and E. Weymouth as w e l l  as the emergence of a new cannercia1 
d i s t r i c t  a t  the junction of the street railway (Broad and Middle Sts )  i n  early 
20th century. Comnercial d i s t r i c t s  remain a t  Colurribian Sq. (S. Weymouth) and 
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Washington Street (Weymouth Landing). Development of N. Weymouth began with 
building of some sumner cottages and 3 hotels (1876-1888) and w a s  carried 
forward by large, speculative subdivisions of land (1890's-1909), the 
d e v e l o p n t  of which continued in to  the 1920's. Weymouth Heights by-passed 
by most d e v e l o p n t .  Residential d e v e l o p n t  on h i l l  w e s t  of Washington St 
a t  Weymouth Landing. 

D. Economic Base:  
Limited expansion of industr ial  base, especailly shoe manufacturing i n  S. 

Weymouth along Main St  axis,  and E. Weymouth along Comnercial S t .  Closure of 
early 19th firms, including iron and l d e r ,  with modest expansion of ice 
cutting on Whitman's and Great Ponds i n  1880's. Expansion of f e r t i l i z e r  and 
fireworks from f i s h - f m  ni t ra tes  i n  l a t e  19th century, eventually limited by 
abandonment of f i s h  runs i n  early 20th (lVPA,1937); steep decline i n  value of 
local production and employment between 1895 and 1905, perhaps reflecting a 
temporary recession. 

E. Architecture: 
A f u l l  range of building types constructed during t h i s  period; i n  general, 

major public and cannercia1 buildings were designed by Boston architects.  
1 )  Domestic frame houses i n  a wide range of sizes and architectural s ty les  
w e r e  constructed i n  a l l  of the town's villages during t h i s  period; the largest 
nmber are cottages and modest two-story houses; there is l i t t le  evidence of 
many architect designed houses, except perhaps, i n  some of the subdivisions i n  
N. Ieymouth. 
2) Inst i tut ional  architecture of the period is represented by a large number 
of schoolhouses bu i l t  between 1879 and 1915, designed by several different 
Boston architects;  also, there exis ts  a smaller rider of modest churches, 
town library and other s m a l l  public buildings. 
3) Ccarmercial architecture has been largely removed by more recent construction, 
although one exceptional Queen Anne s ty le  block rmains  a t  Columbian Sa.uare (S. Wey.) 
together with several wood-frame comnercial buildings. 
4) Industrial: few new cmplexes b u i l t ;  modern demolition has remved m t ,  
except fo r  the Keen Lmber Yard (Comnercial S t )  and scxne m i l l  buildings i n  E. 
Weymouth . 
F . Sumnary Cbservations : 

Continued growth of industrial  base and linkage t o  Boston metropolitan 
street railway system produced expansion of local centers, especially S. 
Weymouth. Focus of town remained fragmented around numerous small ccsmnercial 
nodes. Separate development of ocean-front property. 

EARLY MODERN (1915 - 1940) 

A .  Transportation Routes: 
Railroad and Street railway system declined with abandonment of local 

t rol ley routes i n  1920's-1930's. New autohighway network for  metropolitan 
Boston bu i l t  through area along tradi t ional  routes. Coastal l ink t o  Nantasket- 
Hingharn along former turnpike i n  N. Weymouth (Bridge St .  Route 3A), and inter ior  
north/south route along old turnpike Llain St  Route 18. Primary south-shore 
route from Boston around S. Weymouth as Route 128-Park Ave. 
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B. Population: 
Continued growth throughout t h i s  period as Weymouth became a cormruter 

suburb of Boston. Especially rapid growth a f t e r  World W a r  11, with the 
addition of approx. 21,000 new residents between 1945 and 1960. 

C. Settlement Location: 
Continued f r m n t a t i o n  of local centers with new c o m r c i a l  areas along 

autohighway routes i n  S. Weymouth (Park and Main S t s . )  i n  N. Pleymouth (Bridge 
St )  and secondary intersections of Middle and Washington Sts  (Center Square) - 
with High School and C i t v  H a l l  i n  1930's. Suburban develomnt  along 
coastalWhighland i n  N. e b u t h  and E. Weymouth overlookin& Boston BG continued. 

D. Economic Base: 
Restriction of industrial  ac t iv i t i e s  throwh general economic decline. 

although shoe industry remains active. Last phase of shoe factory d e v e l o h n t  
brought l a s t  holdouts of domestic m u f a c t u r e  into factory production with 
spread of 11cKay machine (1860ts, 70's) and Goodyear Welt Maching (af ter  1875). 
Two o r  three large factories  survived in to  the mid 20th century. 

Limited shipbuilding continued t o  1930's a t  Weymouth Landing. Suburban growth 
and the burgeoning e lec t r i c  power industry caused Boston Edison t o  locate (1923) 
on naviable coal-carrying waterway and close t o  suburban camunities it hoped t o  
serve. Naval airs tat ion (1942) with blimp hanger (demolished) i n  S. Weymuth. 

E. Architecture: 
Modest architectural examples of period i n  residential  design, h is tor ic  

revivals. Neo-Colonial c iv ic  examples i n  Town Hall of 1930's. Some concrete 
industrial  factories of period (shoe - Main S t ) ,  and good period gas s tat ions,  
expecially on Main St  (Route 18); principal comnercial developmnt limited t o  
one-story structures along Bridge Street (Route 3) and Washington St .  (F'ieyrmuth 
Landing). 

F. S u m n a ~ y  Observations : 
Industrial decline offset  by expansion of suburban-resort along coastal 

sites and auto-highway routes t o  south inter ior .  hbdest period examples of 
conservative design, except i n  industrial  architecture. 
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