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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY : Wende 11 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Wende l l ' s  a r e a  of  31.6 s q u a r e  m i l e s  i s  t h e  9 t h  l a r g e s t  t o t a l  of 
F r a n k l i n  County towns. The town i s  dominated by a  complex of moderate 
t o  rugged up lands .  E l e v a t i o n s  u s u a l l y  r ange  between 900 f e e t  and 1 2 0 0  
f e e t .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  O r c u t t  H i l l  (1306 f e e t )  sou thwes t  of  t h e  
v i l l a g e  of Wendell .  O ther  prominent  e l e v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  Bear Mountain 
(1274 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h - c e n t r a l  Wendell ,  B u l l a r d  H i l l  (1182 f e e t )  
i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  Wendell ,  and J e r u s a l e m  H i l l  (982 f e e t )  sou thwes t  of 
t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  t h e  Montague and Erving town l i n e s .  A number of s m a l l  
t o  moderate s i z e d  t r a c t s  of  marshland a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e s e  u p l a n d s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of town. Wende l l ' s  o n l y  major 
waterway i s  t h e  Millers River .  The r i v e r  demarca tes  Wendel l ' s  n o r t h e r n  
boundary s e p a r a t i n g  it from Erving.  The Millers River  i s  f e d  by a  
number of minor t r i b u t a r i e s  t h a t  f l o w  from t h e  n o r t h e r n  and c e n t r a l  
up lands  i n t o  t h e  r i v e r .  Most n o t a b l e  a r e  Mormon Hollow Brook, Osgood 
Brook and Whetstone Brook. The s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town i s  d r a i n e d  
p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  West Branch of t h e  S w i f t  River and s e v e r a l  s t r e a m s .  
The W e s t  Branch f e e d s  i n t o  t h e  S w i f t  River  i n  Shutesbury  w h i l e  t h e  
s t r e a m s  d r a i n  i n t o  Lake Wyola and t h e  Sawmill  R ive r  i n  Shutesbury  and 
L e v e r e t t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Loca l  f r e s h w a t e r  b o d i e s  c o n s i s t  of s e v e r a l  
m i l l  ponds and Wicke t t  Pond, Wende l l ' s  o n l y  n a t u r a l  body o f  w a t e r .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Sou the rn  s e c t i o n  o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  i n  Roadtown (Shu tesbury)  g r a n t  
of 1735 and n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  i n  E r v i n g s h i r e  g r a n t  of 1754 w i t h  
boundary a t  Millers River  ( E r v i n g ) .  E a s t e r n  boundary d e f i n e d  w i t h  
N e w  Salem i n  1753 and w e s t e r n  boundary w i t h  Montague i n  1754. Southern  
s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  Shu tesbury  i n  1761 i n c l u d i n g  wes te rn  boundary 
w i t h  Sunder land ( L e v e r e t t ) .  E r v i n g s h i r e  and North Shutesbury  i n c o r -  
p o r a t e d  a s  town of Wendell  i n  1781 w i t h  e a s t e r n  l i n e  of New Salem t o  
Orange and w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of Je rusa lem H i l l  annexed from Montague i n  
1803 a long  Lyons Brook. 

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

I s o l a t e d  h i l l  town w i t h  secondary  a c c e s s  t o  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  a long  
Mohawk T r a i l .  Located i n  c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  a l o n g  Millers River  w i t h  
l i m i t e d  n a t i v e  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l .  S e t t l e d  from Shutesbury  d u r i n g  l a t e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  n o t a b l e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  house on J e n n i s o n  Road from 
South  Cemetery. Limi ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  on up lands  w i t h  
meet ing  house l o c a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Wendell  Center  a f t e r  Revo lu t ion ,  
i n c l u d i n g  some w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  F e d e r a l  f a r m s t e a d s  on Depot Road and 
c o t t a g e s  t o  Wicke t t  Pond and New Salem Road. Wendell Cen te r  remained 
a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  th rough  mid-19th c e n t u r y  w i t h  modest Greek 
Rev iva l  church  and su r round ing  houses ,  i n c l u d i n g  broad g a b l e  example. 
M i l l e r s  R ive r  developed a s  i m p o r t a n t  r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  b e f o r e  
C i v i l  War w i t h  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Wendell  Depot i n c l u d i n g  p e r i o d  houses .  
S i m i l a r  r a i l r o a d  r e l a t e d  expans ion  from F a r l e y  i n c l u d i n g  n o t a b l e  
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I V .  

V i c t o r i a n  i r o n  t r u s s  b r i d g e  and some l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  houses a long  
Arch Road t o  Montague. Area remained i s o l a t e d  th rough  e a r l y  20th  
c e n t u r y  d e s p i t e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  Mohawk T r a i l  t o u r i s t  c o r r i d o r  a long  
M i l l e r s  R ive r  (Erving)  , a l t h o u g h  some e a r l y  a u t o  t r a i l e r s  s u r v i v e  on 
New Salem Road. P r e s e n t  development l i m i t e d  by r e s t r i c t e d  l o c a t i o n  
w i t h  mobi le  home expans ion  e v i d e n t  i n  upland s i tes .  Town c e n t e r  
r e t a i n s  v i l l a g e  s c a l e  w i t h  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  e v i d e n t  i n  Mormon Hollow from 
Montague and Wendell  Depot from Erv ing .  

CONTACT P E R I O D  (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

I s o l a t e d  h igh land  c o r r i d o r  from Millers River t o  Quabbin  v a l l e y .  
Secondary e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  r o u t e s  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed Montague Road 
and Baker-Far ley  Road t o  Wendell  Cen te r  h i l l  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  nor th - sou th  
connec t ion  a l o n g  N e w  Salem Road t o  Wendell  Depot a t  Millers River  
and E a s t  Road t o  S w i f t  R i v e r  v a l l e y .  P robab ly  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  from 
Lake Wyola (Shu tesbury)  t o  Quabbin  v a l l e y  l i k e l y  fo l lowed Jenn i son-  
Rockwell H i l l  Road o v e r  West Branch of S w i f t  R i v e r .  Secondary nor th -  
s o u t h  t r a i l s  from Millers River  may have been l o c a t e d  a l o n g  Mormon 
Hollow Brook t o  Wendell c e n t e r  h i l l  and a l o n g  Rush Road around O r c u t t  
H i l l  from S w i f t  R i v e r .  

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There were no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  s i tes.  The town ' s  upland 
t e r r a i n  and i t s  absence  of l a r g e  f r e s h w a t e r  b o d i e s  would have d i s -  
couraged e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n .  P e r i o d  s i tes  probab ly  
c o n s i s t e d  of s m a l l  t o  moderate s i z e d  f i s h i n g  and h u n t i n g  encampments 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of W i c k e t t  Pond, Wende l l ' s  moderate 
u p l a n d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  c e n t r a l  r ange  t h a t  Depot Road i s  s i t u a t e d  
on and t h e  l e v e l  a r e a  s o u t h  of F i s k e  Pond. T h i s  l a s t  l o c a t i o n  would 
have p rov ided  immediate a c c e s s  t o  Lake Wyola s i t u a t e d  j u s t  s o u t h  of 
t h e  Wendell /Shutesbury l i n e .  S m a l l e r  encampments may have been 
l o c a t e d  on t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of l o c a l  marshlands  and t h e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
l e v e l  t r a c t s  o v e r l o o k i n g  Millers R i v e r .  

C .  - S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Limi ted  n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have been under taken  on t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
l e v e l  s u m m i t  o f  t h e  h i l l  Wendell  v i l l a g e  i s  l o c a t e d  on. The most 
l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  a r e  Wicke t t  Pond and t h e  Millers 
R i v e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  r i v e r ' s  c o n f l u e n c e s  w i t h  Mormon Hollow Brook, 
Osgood Brook and Whetstone Brook. Hunting p robab ly  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of Wicke t t  Pond, s o u t h  o f  F i s k e  Pond and i n  and around l o c a l  
marshlands .  

D. Observa t ions :  

Wendell was p robab ly  used a s  a  secondary  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  by t h e  l a r g e  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  s i t u a t e d  i n  Montague and G i l l .  Na t ive  occupa t ion  
was l i k e l y  most e x t e n s i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g ,  l a t e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  
months. There i s  a  good p r o b a b i l i t y  of e x t a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of p e r i o d  s i tes  i n  t h e  previous ly-ment ioned l o c a t i o n s  because 
of t h e  town 's  con t inued  r u r a l  n a t u r e .  
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V I .  

PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Nat ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  secondary  r o u t e s  from Millers River  t o  
Quabbin v a l l e y  th rough  h i g h l a n d s .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Smal l  t o  moderate s i z e d  n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  bands probably  
con t inued  t o  occupy t h e  Wendell  a r e a .  

The town lacked  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  mid-18th c e n t u r y .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p r o b a b l y  remained b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base: 

Na t ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  m o s t  l i k e l y  w e r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  des -  
c r i b e d  i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  However, t h e r e  was probably  i n c r e a s e d  
n a t i v e  hun t ing  and t r a p p i n g  of f u r - b e a r i n g  an imals  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  
t h e  development  of t h e  Anglo-Indian f u r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  Middle Connec t i cu t  
R ive r  V a l l e y .  

Observa t ions :  

Wendell remained e s s e n t i a l l y  a  n a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  a r e a .  C o l o n i a l  
i n t e r e s t  i n  development of  t h i s  upland a r e a  was l i k e l y  d i scouraged  
by i t s  h i l l y  t e r r a i n  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of h igh  q u a l i t y  l a n d  i n  
t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  Wendell p robab ly  f e l l  under  
t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Pocumtucks c e n t e r e d  i n  p r e s e n t  D e e r f i e l d .  

COLONIAL PERIOD - (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  Montague-New Salem Road over  
Wendell Cen te r  H i l l  and Jennison-Rockwell  H i l l  Road from Locks 
V i l l a g e  (Shu tesbury)  t o  New Salem. Other  p e r i o d  highways may have 
i n c l u d e d  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o n n e c t o r  t o  Millers River  a long  Depot Road 
around Bear Mountain and e a s t - w e s t  branch a l o n g  Far ley-Baker  Road t o  
Montague and Mormon Hollow. Rangeway d i v i s i o n  highways from Roadtown 
survey (1737) a p p a r e n t l y  i n c l u d e d  n o r t h - s o u t h  West, B u l l a r d  and Locks 
H i l l  Road t o  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  of Montague Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Wendell p robab ly  was occup ied  by s m a l l  n a t i v e  bands w e l l  i n t o  t h e  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

There w e r e  no s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  town ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  
The m a j o r i t y  of "Old Shu tesbury '  s" (Shutesbury  , Wendell ,  p o r t i o n  of 
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New Salem) p o p u l a t i o n  was s i t u a t e d  i n  p r e s e n t  Shu tesbury .  Local  
s e t t l e r s  w e r e  former  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  L a n c a s t e r ,  S t e r l i n g ,  Westmins ter ,  
Leomins ter ,  Lexington and New Salem. Area r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  Congre- 
g a t i o n a l .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

None o f  t h e  secondary  s o u r c e s  r e f e r  t o  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i tes .  

C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was l a t e  and l i m i t e d .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  
r e p u t e d l y  took p l a c e  i n  c.1754 when Thomas Osgood, Richard  Moore 
and Wil l iam L a r n e d , f o m r  New Salem r e s i d e n t s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  homes i n  
Wendell. They w e r e  fo l lowed  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  by s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s  
who e r e c t e d  homes i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of W i c k e t t  Pond. A d d i t i o n a l  
p e r i o d  homes w e r e  p robab ly  e r e c t e d  on Montague/East Road and Depot 
Road. Loca l  r e s i d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  Shutesbury  Meeting House f o r  
church  s e r v i c e s  and town mee t ings  s i n c e  Wendell  l acked  i t s  own f a c i l i t y  
u n t i l  c.1781. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Loca l  r e s i d e n t s  passed  on l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  and p robab ly  lumbering.  
There w e r e  no documented p e r i o d  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  P e r i o d  m i l l s  
may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  on Whetstone Brook n e a r  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
E a s t  Road and Osgood Brook n e a r  Bowers Pond. P e r i o d  se t t lers  probably  
r e l i e d  on t h e  s e v e r a l  m i l l s  and t a n n e r i e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  p r e s e n t  
Shutesbury  . 
E .  Observa t ions :  

Wendell i s  one of t h e  more p o o r l y  documented p e r i o d  towns w i t h i n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  Research  shou ld  f o c u s  on 
d e t a i l i n g  t h e  community's p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  and economy. 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  of t h e  p e r i o d  homes e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Wicke t t  Pond shou ld  s u r v i v e  because  of t h e  l o c a t i o n b  l i m i t e d  
development . 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Loca t ion  of meet ing  house a t  Wendell  e e n t e r  (1783) confirmed r a d i a l  
highway system from a x i s  of Montague Road. Secondary c o n n e c t o r s  
from town c e n t e r  t o  Millers River i n c l u d e d  Depot Road a long  Osgood 
Brook and F a r l e y  Road a l o n g  Mormon Hollow. Gradual  improvement of 
e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  M i l l e r s  R ive r  w i t h  Arch and Davis Road from 
Montague connec t ing  t o  highway around base  of Bear Mountain (now 
abandoned) . Other  p e r i o d  highways i n c l u d e d  Wicke t t  Pond Road from 
Wendell Oenter  and E a s t  Road around Wigwam H i l l  t o  N e w  Salem. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Commenting on t h e  m i g r a t o r y  n a t u r e  of  Wende l l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t  i n  H o l l a n d ' s  H i s t o r y  of Western Massachuse t t s  (1855) 
no ted  t h a t  Wendell  : 
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has  been a g r e a t  t a v e r n  house ,  where f a t h e r s  and 
sons  have r e s t e d  a  few y e a r s ,  on t h e i r  way from 
t h e  ' lower towns'  t o  t h e  West; and,  i f  t h e  whole 
household d i d  n o t  g o  on,  t h e  s o n s  were s u r e  t o  
p roceed ,  e x c e p t  t h e  younges t ,  p e r h a p s ,  who remained 
t o  i n h e r i t  a  worn-out farm,  and -- t h e  worn-out 
p a r e n t s .  (Hol land ,  p .  457) 

Wendel l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  peaked i n  1810 a t  983 r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e r e a f t e r  
beg inn ing  a d e c l i n e  which con t inued  u n t i l  1960 -- l o n g e r  t h a n  a lmos t  
a l l  o t h e r  towns i n  t h e  V a l l e y .  I n  t h e  two decades  between 1790 and 
1810, t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  by a l m o s t  90%. D e s p i t e  t h e  l o s s  t o  
874 r e s i d e n t s  by 1830, t h e  town had a n e t  growth r a t e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  
of 68.4%, f i f t h  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  meet ing  house l o c a t i o n  a t  Wendell C e n t e r  
(1783) and secondary  f o c u s  a t  B a p t i s t  mee t ing  house on N e w  Salem Road 
(1819) .  Local  s e t t l e m e n t  ma in ta ined  around Locks V i l l a g e  from 
Shutesbury  w i t h  development from Millers River  i n  Mormon Hollow. 
Upland a g r i c u l t u r e  expanded t o  l i m i t s  o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  a long  a x i s  of 
Depot-Lock s H i l l  Road from Wendell  Center  and a long  West-Wicket Pond 
Road from Lockes V i l l a g e .  Highland s l o p e s  developed f o r  t imber  
r e s o u r c e s  from M i l l e r  R ive r  (Erv ing)  between Plontague and New Salem. 

D .  Economic Base: 

F o r  t h e  f i r s t  f i f t y  y e a r s  of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  
Wendell ,  t h e  peop le  depended a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  
upon t h e i r  farms f o r  a  l i v e l i h o o d .  G r a i n ,  f l a x ,  
c a t t l e ,  sheep and swine w e r e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  .... 
A f t e r  t h i s  [by t h e  1820s? ]  came a series of y e a r s  
when f o w l s ,  pork and g r a i n  were c a r r i e d  t o  Boston 
i n  t h e  w i n t e r ;  s h i n g l e s ,  broom h a n d l e s  and s t a v e s  
w e r e  shaved o u t  i n  stormy weather  and long  e v e n i n g s ,  
and t h e  women and c h i l d r e n  b r a i d e d  s t r a w  more, 
and spun less. (Hol land,  p .  457) 

I n  1815 John Sawin commenced making c h a i s e s  -- a b u s i n e s s  which 
c o n t i n u e d  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a h a l f  dozen houses of t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
s u r v i v e  i n  Wendell .  Amont t h e s e  a r e  s e v e r a l  two-story s t r u c t u r e s  and 
a few c o t t a g e s .  The p r e s e n c e  of houses  e x h i b i t i n g  a  v a r i e t y  of house 
p l a n s  suggesk  t h a t  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  b u i l t  over  a  long 
p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  from t h e  1780s th rough  t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d .  P e r i o d  
houses ,  se t  i n  d i s p e r s e d ,  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s ,  were obse rved  on Depot,  
Montague, W e s t  and Locks V i l l a g e  Roads. Examples n o t e d  i n c l u d e d  
double  i n t e r i o r  ( c e n t e r  h a l l )  and c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s  a s  
w e l l  a s  one end chimney c o t t a g e  of o n l y  t h r e e  b a y s '  width .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  two-story houses  tended t o  be l o c a t e d  a l o n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
r o a d s  and n e a r  t h e  town c e n t e r  w i t h  c o t t a g e s  on o u t l y i n g ,  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  r o a d s .  
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V I I I .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Most of t h e  t o w n ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  occur red  
i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  The f i r s t  meetinghouse of t h e  Congrega t iona l  
S o c i e t y  (formed 1774) was begun i n  1781 (1783 accord ing  t o  Hol land,  
H i s t o r y  of Western Massachuse t t s )  and f i n i s h e d  i n  1791. The s t r u c -  
t u r e  had d imensions  of 55 '  x  4 0 ' .  I n  1799, a  B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  was 
o r g a n i z e d ,  w i t h  a  meetinghouse b u i l t  e a s t  of Wendell Cen te r  i n  1819. 
B a p t i s t s  had m e t  i n  t h e  town from 1778 on. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i n  1791, 
f i v e  schoolhouses  w e r e  b u i l t .  The number of s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  was 
r a i s e d  i n  1827 t o  t e n ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  no a d d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l s  w e r e  
b u i l t  a s  on ly  f o u r  schoo lhouses  appear  on t h e  1830 map. Method i s t  
and U n i v e r s a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s  e x i s t e d  b r i e f l y  i n  t h e  town, c.1812 and 
c .1819,  and i n  1824, a  s o c i a l  l i b r a r y  ( w i t h  no b u i l d i n g )  was e s t a b -  
l i s h e d .  The on ly  b u i l d i n g  known e x t a n t  i s  t h e  B a p t i s t  meetinghouse,  
a  two-s tory  b u i l d i n g ,  t h r e e  bays  long by t h r e e  wide,  moved t o  t h e  
c e n t e r  i n  1845 and p r e s e n t l y  used a s  t h e  Town H a l l .  

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  Millers River  w i t h  
l o c a t i o n  of F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  m a i n l i n e  (18 48) from Erving t o  Montague 
w i t h  s t a t i o n s  a t  Wendell Depot and F a r l e y .  Local  road  system remained 
focused around Wendell Cen te r  w i t h  improved c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  F a r l e y  
through Mormon Hollow and Locks V i l l a g e  (Shu tesbury)  . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 

I n  t h e  1840s ,  Wende l l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  made s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s ,  r i s i n g  t o  
920 by 1850. Between 1850 and 1855,  t h e  town l o s t  n e a r l y  a  f i f t h  of 
i t s  r e s i d e n t s ,  and t h e  d e c l i n e  con t inued  i n  subsequen t  y e a r s ,  though 
a t  a  less r a p i d  pace .  By 1870 Wende l l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  539, down 
4 1 %  from t h e  1850 p o p u l a t i o n .  

I n  1855 t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  was s p l i t  n e a r l y  e q u a l l y  between 
13 n a t i v e s  of I r e l a n d  and 12 from Canada. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Wendell Cen te r  ma in ta ined  a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  abandonment of 
B a p t i s t  meet ing  house t o  town c e n t e r  (1846) . Loca l  s e t t l e m e n t  
remained from Locks V i l l a g e  i n  Shutesbury  and i n  Mormon Hollow from 
Montague. Loca t ion  of F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  a long  M i l l e r  River  (1848) 
s t i m u l a t e d  development of Wendell Depot from Erv ing  c e n t e r .  Upland 
farming remained a c t i v e  around Wendell Cen te r  w i t h  lumbering on 
h igh land  s l o p e s .  

D. Economic Base: 

Holland a g a i n  t a k e s  up t h e  n a r r a t i v e :  

[About 1830 ... f l a x  and wool d i s a p p e a r e d  from amonq 
t h e  town ' s  p r o d u c t s .  ] The women and c h i l d r e n  b r a i d e d  
palm-leaf  i n s t e a d  of s t r a w ,  The men e i t h e r  ceased  
c u t t i n g  down t h e  f o r e s t s ,  o r  c u t  them down f o r  a  f o r e i g n  
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market .  There a r e  now [I8551 1 4  sawmi l l s  i n  
t h e  town, w i t h  some machinery f o r  t u r n i n g .  

I n  1845 and ' 5 5 ,  Wendell  produced abou t  t h e  same q u a n t i t y  of lumber,  
1 ,258,000 board f e e t .  I n  1845 t h e  q u a n t i t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  1 0 %  of t h e  
county p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  town was second,  a f t e r  Orange i n  t h e  number 
of f e e t  c u t .  A decade  l a t e r  t h e  same q u a n t i t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  on ly  6 %  of 
t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  town had f a l l e n  t o  s i x t h  p l a c e  -- a  
p o s i t i o n  it r e t a i n e d  th rough  1865. 

Among t h e  wooden p r o d u c t  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  s t a r t  up i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  was 
t h e  p i a n o  f o r t e  c a s e  f a c t o r y  of Wil l iam B. Washburn and Jona than  E .  
S t o n e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  on b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  Millers River  i n  b o t h  Erving 
and Wendell ,  around which t h e  v i l l a g e  of S t o n e v i l l e  grew up. 
(According t o  t h e  1865 manufac tu r ing  r e t u r n s ,  70% of t h e  work a t  
S t o n e v i l l e  was done on t h e  Wendell  s i d e . )  

A new i n d u s t r y  i n  1865 was commercial c h a r c o a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  Of t h e  
s i x  towns i n  F r a n k l i n  County r e p o r t i n g  c h a r c o a l ,  Wende l l ' s  p roduc t ion  
of 10,000 b u s h e l s  (12% of t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n )  was second h i g h e s t  
i n  t h e  county a f t e r  Shu tesbury ,  Wende l l ' s  ne ighbor  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  con t inued  a t  a  s t e a d y  pace  
through t h e  1840s w i t h  approx imate ly  a  dozen Greek Rev iva l  houses 
and c o t t a g e s  observed i n  t h e  f i e l d .  C l u s t e r s  of hous ing developed a t  
Wendell Depot and a t  Wendell C e n t e r .  C o t t a g e s  predominated w i t h  less 
t h a n  a  h a l f  dozen two-s tory  houses  noted  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  For b o t h  
c o t t a g e s  and houses ,  t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  was t h e  most common form 
employed. S i d e h a l l  p l a n  Greek R e v i v a l  houses  and c o t t a g e s  were 
observed on Depot Road a t  Wendell Depot and Wendell C e n t e r .  More 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  p l a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o t h  c e n t e r  chimney and doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimney p l a n s ,  con t inued  t o  be used w i t h  f requency .  C o t t a g e s  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  f i v e  bay f r o n t s  w e r e  observed on West, Locks V i l l a g e ,  
Depot and Montague Roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The p r e s e n t  two-s to ry ,  doub le  e n t r a n c e  Greek Rev iva l  
Congrega t iona l  Church a t  Wendell  Cen te r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1846. 
The o n l y  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  no ted  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  town poor 
farm, purchased i n  1842. 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

F i  t chburg  Ra i l road  (Boston and Maine) con t inued  a s  pr imary  eas t -wes t  
c o r r i d o r  a long  Millers River  w i t h  l o c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  from Wendell 
Depot and F a r l e y  t o  Wendell  C e n t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  o r i g i n a l  i r o n  t r u s s  
b r i d g e  (1881) t o  Erv ing .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Wendell s p o p u l a t i o n  f l u c t u a t e d  downward between 1870 and 1915. 
Between 1880 and 1895,  t h e  town made m a r g i n a l  g a i n s ,  then  g a i n i n g  
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and l o s i n g  s m a l l  numbers u n t i l  1910. I n  1910-15, however, t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  dropped by 1 1 4  p e o p l e ,  r e a c h i n g  388 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  
A l t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  town had l o s t  28% of i t s  1870 p o p u l a t i o n  by 1915. 

The l a r g e s t  e t h n i c  g roup  i n  1905 were 23 P o l e s ,  fo l lowed by 1 0  
n a t i v e s  of French Canada. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  ma in ta ined  a t  Wendell Cen te r  w i t h  upland a g r i c u l t u r e  
on su r round ing  h i g h l a n d s .  Economic f o c u s  remained a t  Wendell Depot 
a long  M i l l e r s  R ive r  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  secondary  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  
F a r l e y  t o  Mormon Hollow and Montague. 

D .  Economic Base: - 

By 1875 Wende l l ' s  c h i e f  manufactured  p r o d u c t ,  va lued  a t  $45,000,  was 
t h e  p r o d u c t  of S t o n e ' s  P i a n o  Case f a c t o r y ,  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  66% of t h e  
town 's  t o t a l  p r o d u c t .  I n  t h e  1880s ,  it  was fo l lowed  by two paper  
m i l l s  -- a l s o  on t h e  Millers R i v e r .  A t  t h e  Boston & Albany Depot,  
t h e  Goodard Wood Paper  Company employed 19 i n  1885; and a t  F a r l e y ,  
t h e  F a r l e y  Paper  Company was e s t a b l i s h e d  a b o u t  1888. (The F a r l e y  
company t u r n e d  t h e  l o c a l  s p r u c e  and p o p l a r  trees i n t o  p u l p  and p a p e r ,  
and f o r  y e a r s  man i la  paper  and wood p u l p  c o n s t i t u t e d  i t s  p r o d u c t s . )  
By 1913 a  wooden box maker,  t h e  Millers River  Box Company, had a l s o  
l o c a t e d  a t  F a r l e y .  

Charcoa l ,  f i r ewood ,  and lumber remained i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t s  i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 

For t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  appeared  t o  have been a lmost  
no b u i l d i n g  whatsoever .  Of some two dozen p e r i o d  c o t t a g e s  observed 
i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  most s e e m  t o  d a t e  from 1900 o r  l a t e r .  Two-story houses 
a r e  a lmos t  n o n e x i s t e n t ;  c o t t a g e s  c o n s i s t  p r i m a r i l y  of s imple  one and 
one-and-a-half s t o r y  s i d e h a l l  Queen Anne o r  h i p  roof  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  
examples.  L a t e  1 9 t h / e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  noted  on Depot,  
West and Locks V i l l a g e  Roads. Two s m a l l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  a  
one-s tory  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  l i b r a r y  (c .1915)  and a  one-s to ry  g a b l e  
r o o f e d  Craftsman s c h o o l  ( c .  1910) , w e r e  observed a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  
A one-s to ry  commercial b u i l d i n g  (c .1900)  was no ted  a t  Wendell Depot. 

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Millers River  remained a s  pr imary  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  Boston and 
Maine r a i l r o a d  and Mohawk T r a i l  a u t o  highway (Route 2 )  i n  Erv ing .  
Local  highway improvement i n c l u d e d  nor th - sou th  a x i s  from Wendell Depot 
t o  Locks V i l l a g e  a l o n g  Depot Road (Shu tesbury)  th rough  Wendell c e n t e r  
w i t h  o r i g i n a l  c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e  (c .1915) t o  Erv ing  and l o c a t i o n  of Locks 
V i l l a g e  Road a long  P l y p t o n  Brook t o  T y l e r  Pond. 
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Wende l l ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  remained s t e a d y  between 1915 and 1940, c l o s i n g  
t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  on ly  f o u r  p e r s o n s  more t h a n  it had a t  t h e  beginning 
of t h e  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Wendell c e n t e r  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  economic a c t i v i t i e s  
a l o n g  Millers River  a t  Wendell  Depot and F a r l e y .  

D .  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  The F a r l e y  paper  m i l l  was t a k e n  over  
by t h e  L i n d a l e  M i l l s ,  manufac tu r ing  ( i n  1930) paper  box board  f o r  
t h e  p a r e n t  concern  i n  North Adams. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

No i n v e n t o r y  forms have been completed f o r  Wendell .  Pre-1850 s t r u c -  
t u r e s  a r e  few i n  number and should  a l l  be recorded .  Of n o t e  i s  t h e  
s u r v i v a l  of t h e  1819 B a p t i s t  meetinghouse (now Town H a l l )  , one of 
t h e  few e x t a n t  meet inghouses  of t h a t  denominat ion  and p e r i o d  i n  t h e  
r e g i o n .  Given t h e  f a c t  t h a t  1 3 1  d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  i n  t h e  town i n  1879 
( S y l v e s t e r  1879: ) and t h a t  p r o b a b l y  fewer  than  70 d w e l l i n g s  have 
s u r v i v e d ,  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  domes t i c  s i tes  shou ld  be  no ted .  Holland n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d e r  of t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  was Benjamin S t i l e s  
(Holland 1855: 457) . 
I n d u s t r i a l :  Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  b r i d g e  a t  F a r l e y  over  t h e  
M i l l e r s  River,  b u i l t  i n  1889 by t h e  N e w  York f i r m  of Dean & Westbrook. 
The p in-connected  P r a t t  through t r u s s  i s  t h e  o n l y  known example i n  
t h e  s t a t e  t o  u s e  t h e  Phoenix I r o n  Company's p a t e n t e d  wrought- iron 
"Phoenix columns". The b r i d g e  a l s o  r e t a i n s  i t s  two r ichly-ornamented  
name p l a t e s  on t h e  p o r t a l s  a t  e i t h e r  end of t h e  b r i d g e .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

None encoun te red  beyond t h o s e  i n  t h e  coun ty  and r e g i o n a l  h i s t o r i e s .  
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