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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: West 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The t o p o g r a p h y  o f  West B o y l s t o n  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  t h e  
S o u t h  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  Nashua R i v e r ,  f o r m e d  b y  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  
S t i l l w a t e r  and Q u i n a p o x e t  R i v e r s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end o f  t own .  
Shaped d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  g l a c i a t i o n ,  t h i s  v a l l e y  was t h e  b e d  o f  
g l a c i a l  Lake  Nashua, and  i s  now a g a i n  f l o o d e d  b y  t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  
W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  8 7 0  a c r e s  o f  f e r t i l e  b o t t o m l a n d  and a  
v a l u a b l e  l a r g e  w a t e r  power  s i t e s ,  w h i c h  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
c o n t a i n e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  town,  w e r e  
submerged i n  1905  t o  p r o v i d e  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r  f o r  t h e  g r o w i n g  B o s t o n  
a r e a .  

Sandy l o a m  and  g r a v e l  t e r r a c e s  b o r d e r  t h e  R e s e r v o i r ,  p r o v i d i n g  
p r o d u c t i v e  f i e 1  ds f o r  m a r k e t  g a r d e n i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  p l a i n  i n  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t own .  The s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  l a n d  r i s e s  
s t e a d i l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  and w e s t ,  c l i m b i n g  t o  n e a r l y  900 f e e t  on t h e  
w e s t e r n  b o u n d a r y  w i t h  H o l  den.  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Second P a r i s h  o f  B o y l s t o n  fo rmed  i n  1796.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town,  
f r o m  p a r t s  o f  B o y l s t o n ,  H o l d e n  and S t e r l i n g ,  1808 .  P a r t s  o f  
B o y l  s t o n  annexed,  1820.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A s u b u r b a n ,  c e n t r a l  u p l a n d s  commun i t y ,  on t h e  Nashua R i v e r  
C o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  p e r m a n e n t  Eu ropean  s e t t l e m e n t  a f t e r  1 7 2 0  as p a r t  o f  
B o y l  s t o n .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  1795 .  T h r i v i n g  e a r l y  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r .  A v a i l a b l e  w a t e r  power  o f  Nashua 
R i v e r  and t r i b u t a r i e s  s t i m u l a t e s  g r o w t h  o f  v a l l e y  f a c t o r y  v i l l a g e s  
o f  H a r r i s v i l l e  and Oakda le ,  w h i l e  C e n t r a l  V i l l a g e  a l s o  becomes t h e  
m a i n  c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s .  I n d u s t r i a l  e x p a n s i o n ,  w i t h  s p e c i a l  i z a t i o n s  
i n  t e x t i l e s  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  b y  
n o r t h - s o u t h  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n  i n  1848.  Peak o f  g r o w t h  1870s .  
M a j o r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  u p s e t  and l a n d s c a p e  a l t e r a t i o n  w i t h  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r  and W a t e r s h e d  ( c o m p l e t e d  
1 9 0 5 ) .  P o s t - w a r  d e v e l o p m e n t  as  n o r t h e r n  s u b u r b  o f  
W o r c e s t e r ,  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  a1 o n g  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  i n  
s o u t h e a s t ,  and c o m m e r c i a l  s t r i p  d e v e l  opment  a1 ong R o u t e  12.  Many 
good e x a m p l e s  o f  v e r n a c u l a r  and h i g h  s t y l e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d  u p l a n d  
f a r m  d w e l l i n g s  s u r v i v e ,  and s u b u r b a n i z a t i o n  c u r r e n t l y  p o s e s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  t o  r e m a i n i n g  f u n c t i o n a l  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f a r m s t e a d s  
on  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  s o u t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r .  
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IV. C O N T A C T  PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r i l y  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e s :  Map le  a n d  P r o s p e c t  j o i n i n g  a  p a t h  
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  bed  o f  t h e  Nashua  R i v e r  f r o m  e a s t  t o  n o r t h ,  c u r r e n t  
f l o o d e d  by W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

P r o b a b l e  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  i n  a r e a  o f  known Woodland s i t e  n e a r  
Nashua R i v e r ,  b e t w e e n  P i e r c e ,  H a r t w e l l  and  S h r e w s b u r y  S t r e e t .  
Others l i k e l y  on t e r r a c e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  a n d  i t s  
c o n f l  u e n c e  w i  t h  t h e  S t i l l w a t e r  a n d  Q u i n a p o x e t  r i v e r s .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  B a s e :  

S e a s o n a l  f i s h i n g  on r i v e r s ,  p r o b a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  on t e r r a c e  
o v e r 1  o o k i n g  r i v e r s '  c o n f l u e n c e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e a s o n a l  h u n t i n g .  

D .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  b u t  Nipmucks  g r o u p ,  Nashaways ,  
l o c a t e d  p e r m a n e n t  camp i n  t h e  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and  p r o b a b l y  
e x p l o i t e d  t h i s  a r e a  s e a s o n a l l y  f o r  f i s h i n g ,  h u n t i n g  a n d  g a t h e r i n g ,  
and  a g r i c u l  t u r e .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1  6 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Same a s  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e d u c e d  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r a y i n g  t o w n s .  
C o n t i n u e d  r a i d s  on  L a n c a s t e r  i n h i b i t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  and  west. 

A p o r t i o n  a l l o t e d  a s  i n d i v i d u a l  g r a n t s :  D a v e n p o r t  ( 1 6 5 0 )  a n d  
Malden  ( 1 6 6 5 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u e d  s e a s o n a l  u s e  by  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ;  b u t  no e v i d e n c e  o f  
c o l  o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n .  

D .  Economic  B a s e :  

Same a s  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  
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V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  676 -1  7 7 6 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

L o c a t i o n  o f  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n d i c a t e s  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  n a t i v e  
t r a i l  s, w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  r o u t e s  i n c l u d i n g  L a n c a s t e r  S t . ,  F a i r b a n k s  
S t . ,  L a u r e l  S t . ,  Hosmer S t . ,  S h r e w s b u r y  S t . ,  and Temple  S t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

O r i g i n a l l y  a  p o r t i o n  o f  B o y l s t o n ,  S t e r l i n g  a n d  H o l d e n ,  f o r m e d  as a  
p r e c i n c t  ( 1 7 9 6 )  w i t h  8 8  v o t e r s ,  33  churchmembers .  No f i g u r e s  f o r  
e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s .  

S e t t l  emen t  P a t t e r n :  

P r o b a b l y  more  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  where  g a r r i s o n  l o c a t e d ;  
p r i m a r i l y  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t  t owns  t o  
t h e  e a s t ,  n o r t h  and s o u t h w e s t .  

D. Economic  Base:  

G r a i n s ,  r y e ,  c o r n  and o a t s ,  and  c i d e r  p r o d u c e d  and t r a d e d  t o  
B o s t o n .  G r i s t  and c l o t h i e r s  m i l l s  a t  w h a t  w o u l d  become t h e  t o w n  
c e n t e r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P r e d o m i n a n t  house  f o r m  i s  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  t w o - s t o r y  
house  o f  t h r e e  o r  f i v e  b a y s .  L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  o t h e r  d w e l l i n g  
t y p e s  a l t h o u g h  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  p l a n s  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  
p o s s i b l e .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  1764 s t r u c t u r e  o f  E z r a  Beamer ( t h e n  p a r t  o f  B o y l s t o n )  
i s  o n l y  r e c o r d e d  t a v e r n .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n ~ ~ ~ r t a t i ~ n  R o u t e s :  

The C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  r o u t e s  r e m a i n  i n  use ,  w i t h  r o a d s  r a d i a t i n g  o u t  
o f  and a l o n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l l e y .  P r o s p e c t  S t .  i s  t h e  m a i n  
n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e ,  w i t h  M a p l e  S t r e e t  and  a1 t e r n a t i n g  r o u t e  t o  
W o r c e s t e r ,  Gooda le  S t .  t o  H o l d e n ,  and a  v a l l e y  h i g h w a y  (name 
unknown)  f r o m  B o y l s t o n  t o  S t e r l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r .  

P a r t  o f  B o y l s t o n  t o  1808 .  P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  1 8 1 0  ( 6 3 6 )  t o  
1 8 3 0  ( 1 0 5 5 ) .  Second P a r i s h  f o r m e d  ( 1  7 9 5 )  a f t e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  
c o n t r o v e r s y .  B a p t i s t s  o r g a n i z e  1 8 1  3. 
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S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

M e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  e s t a b l  i s h e d  on 01 d  common 1795.  S e t t l  ement  
f o c u s  q u i c k l y  s h i f t s  t o  v a l l e y ,  w i t h  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  use  o f  power  
s i t e s  on Q u i n a p o x e t ,  S t i l l w a t e r ,  and  Nashua R i v e r s .  B a p t i s t  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  1818.  C o t t o n  m i l l s  i n  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  b y  1808,  
i n  O a k d a l e  b y  1814.  

Economic  Base:  

When s e p e r a t e d  f r o m  B o y l s t o n  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town i n  1808,  
West B o y l s t o n  c o n t a i n e d  a  c o t t o n  y a r n  m i l l ,  begun  i n  1806,  2 g r i s t  
m i l l s ,  2  s a w m i l l s ,  a  c l o t h i e r s  m i l l ,  a  t a n n e r y ,  one c a b i n e t m a k e r ' s  
shop,  2 book b i n d e r i e s ,  f o u r  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  and s i x t y  f a r m e r s .  
However,  t h e  l a r g e  w a t e r  power  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  S t i l l w a t e r  was 
soon  r e a l i z e d  and h a r n e s s e d ;  b y  1832,  f o u r  t e x t i l e  m i l l s ,  
e m p l o y i n g  226 p e r s o n s ,  and  a  t e x t i l e  m a c h i n e  m a n u f a c t u r e r  
e m p l o y i n g  23 were  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  p r o d u c i n g  goods w o r t h  more  t h a n  
$1 50,000. 

I n  1 8 1 4  t h e  s e c o n d  c o t t o n  m i l l ,  c h a r t e r e d  t o  t h e  West B o y l s t o n  
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company, was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Oakda le ,  t h e n  
c a l l e d  W h i t e ' s  V i l l a g e .  T h i s  m i l l ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e r  m i l l  
o p e r a t e d  b y  J o h n  S l a t e r  and Company, l o c a t e d  a t  Lower  F a c t o r y  
V i l l a g e ,  e m p l o y e d  54 p e r s o n s  and p r o d u c e d  y a r n ,  s h e e t i n g ,  p l a i d s  
and c a n d l e w i c k i n g  w o r t h  $30,000 i n  1820 .  O t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
r e c o r d e d  t h a t  y e a r  i n c l u d e d  a  s c y t h e  and  edge t o o l  f a c t o r y ,  3  
s a d d l e  and h a r n e s s  makers ,  2  c l o t h i e r s  w i t h  c a r d i n g  m a c h i n e s ,  and 
a  c o o p e r ,  a  b a s k e t ,  a  c a b i n e t  maker  and a  wagon maker .  

B o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was begun d u r i n g  t h e  1820s  on a  s m a l l  
s c a l e ;  o n l y  4 men w o r k e d  a t  i t  i n  1832.  A s m a l l  t a n n e r y  was a l s o  
i n  o p e r a t i o n .  Pa lm l e a f  h a t s  and s t r a w  b r a i d  m a n u f a c t u r e  e m p l o y e d  
t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  6 0  women p e r  week i n  t h e  home p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
13 ,000 h a t s  and 50,000 y a r d s  o f  b r a i d  i n  1832  

A g r i c u l t u r e  was p r a c t i c e d  b y  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
r a i s i n g  s t o c k ,  h a y ,  g r a i n s ,  and f r u i t .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : One and  t w o  s t o r y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n  houses  
c o n t i n u e  i n t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  b u t  a r e  o u t  numbered b y  d o u b l e  
and few r e a r  w a l l  c h i m n e y s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t w o  b r i c k  d o u b l e  p l a n s  ( o n e  
d o u b l e - p i l e ,  c e n t e r  p a s s a g e )  and an 1805  b r i c k  r e a r  w a l l  ch imney  
house.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i s  b u i l t  i n  1793.  Town fo rmed 
f r o m  B o y l s t o n  i n  1808 ,  and f o u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  c r e a t e d  and 
s c h o o l  houses  e r e c t e d .  B a p t i s t s  o r g a n i z e  i n  1813;  e r e c t  c h a p e l  a t  
O a k d a l e  i n  1818.  L i b e r a l  S o c i e t y  i s  f o r m e d ,  1822.  

Commerc ia l  : No r e c o r d  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s i d e  
f r o m  n e c e s s a r y  s t o r e s .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  By f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  town i n  1808 ,  t h e r e  were  
e s t a b l i s h e d  two g r i s t  and saw m i l l s ,  a  c l o t h i e r  m i l l ,  a  t a n n e r y ,  
f o u r  b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p s ,  a  c a b i n e t  maker ,  and two book b i n d e r s .  

V I I I .  E A R L Y  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s :  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  road  n e t w o r k  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be used .  
Worces t e r  and Nashua R a i l r o a d  p a s s e s  between o l d  common and 
c e n t r a l  v i l l  a g e ,  and on t h r o u g h  H a r r i  s v i l l  e/Oakdal e (1 8 4 8 ) .  

P o p u l a t i o n  a l m o s t  t r i p l e s  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1830  ( 1 0 5 5 )  t o  1870 
( 2 8 6 2 ) ,  w i t h  g r e a t e s t  growth i n  1840s  ( + 5 6 2 ) .  Fo re ign -bo rn  19% of 
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1865.  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  s p l i t s  i n  1832 ,  a f t e r  
f i r s t  mee t inghouse  b u r n s ,  two new c h u r c h e s  a r e  b u i l t .  Second 
B a p t i s t  chu rch  b u i l t  1832 .  M e t h o d i s t  s o c i e t y  i n  Oakdale  1858.  
C a t h o l i c s  o r g a n i z e  i n  1859 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Con t inued  i n d u s t r y - r e l a t e d  growth i n  v a l l  ey  v i l l  a g e s  a round  
t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  w i t h  more d i s p e r s e d  growth r e l a t e d  t o  b o o t  
and shoe  p r o d u c t i o n  and b a s k e t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  C e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  
becomes t h e  main commercia l  / i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s ,  w i t h  s e c o n d a r y  
c e n t e r s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  a t  O a k d a l e / H a r r i s v i l l e  and a round  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  west o f  t h e  C e n t e r .  A l i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  
deve l  ops  a1 ong Main S t r e e t .  

Un ive r sa l  i s t s  b u i l t  new mee t inghouse  on o l d  common ( 1 8 3 2 )  w h i l e  
B a p t i s t s ,  C a l v i n i s t s  ( b o t h  1 8 3 2 )  and C a t h o l i c s  ( 1 8 5 9 )  l o c a t e  i n  
c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e .  M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l d  i n  Oakda le  ( 1 8 5 8 ) .  S t o r e s  i n  
c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  on Main S t r e e t  west of S t e r l i n g  Road i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

D .  Economic Base:  

West B o y l s t o n ' s  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  i n c r e a s e  t h rough  t h i s  p e r i o d .  By 1837 ,  seven  c o t t o n  m i l l s ,  
employ ing  257 p e r s o n s ,  were  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  Nashua R i v e r  and i t s  
two t r i b u t a r i e s .  An i n t r i c a t e  sy s t em o f  dams, c a n a l s ,  ponds,  and 
r a c e s  p a r a l l e l e d  t h e  Nashua R i v e r ,  s u p p l y i n g  power t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  
c o t t o n ,  saw, and g r i s t m i l l s .  Between 1830  and 1855 ,  p o p u l a t i o n  
more t han  d o u b l e d ,  l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  growth i n  
t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  

A f t e r  c o t t o n ,  t h e  bo t t oming  o f  b o o t s  was t he  l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r y .  By 
1842 ,  2 ,000-3,000 b o o t s  were  bot tomed d a i l y  f o r  W o r c e s t e r  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  A f a c t o r y  was e r e c t e d  i n  1850 n e a r  t h e  uppe r  
r a i l r o a d  d e p o t ,  f o l l o w e d  i n  1856 by a  second  shop .  P r o d u c t i o n  
peaked a round  1865 ,  when 186  p e o p l e  were  employed i n  p roduc ing  
b o o t s  wor th  $375,000.  A t  l e a s t  two b o o t  and shoe f a c t o r i e s  and 
f i v e  shops  were  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1870;  and a d d i t i o n a l  t w e l v e  men 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  boo tmake r s .  
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B a s k e t m a k i n g  was a  s m a l l  b u t  p r o f i t a b l e  b u s i n e s s  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  A t  l e a s t  t w o  s h o p s  p r o d u c e d  b a s k e t s  o f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s ,  b u t  
m o s t l y  l a r g e  b a s k e t s  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  m i l l s .  A n o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o p e r a t i n g  as  an a d j u n c t  t o  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  was t h e  shop o f  
D a v i d  Murdock ,  who p r o d u c e d  w a r p e r  s t o p  m o t i o n  m a c h i n e s  f r o m  1830  
t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  h o l d i n g  a  v i r t u a l  m o n o p o l y  i n  i t s  
p r o d u c t i o n .  O t h e r  s m a l l - s c a l e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  p r o d u c e d  sash ,  d o o r s ,  
and b l i n d s  ( o n e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ) ,  t i n w a r e  ( o n e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ) ,  
s a d d l e s ,  h a r n e s s e s  and t r u n k s ,  and p a l m  l e a f  h a t s .  

A g r i c u l  t u r e  a1 s o  p r o s p e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
i n c r e a s e  o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  number o f  f r u i t  t r e e s  c u l t i v a t e d  and 
w i t h  a  s h i f t  i n  d a i r y i n g  t o  m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n .  Between 1855 and 
1875,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  m i l k  m a r k e t e d  i n c r e a s e d  n e a r l y  t w e n t y - f o l  d  
t o  137,000 g a l l o n s .  P o u l t r y ,  eggs ,  and  m a r k e t  g a r d e n i n g  o f  
v e g t a b l e s  a l s o  began t o  t a k e  on g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  a s  f a r m e r s  had  
a  good l o c a l  m a r k e t  i n  West B o y l s t o n ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e s  and 
i n  W o r c e s t e r  and B o s t o n .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  T h e r e  a r e  s e t t l e m e n t  c l u s t e r s  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  and 
f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r a i l r o a d  and  Nashua R i v e r  n o r t h w e s t  t o  t h e  H a r r i s  
f a c t o r y  a n d  O a k d a l e  m i l l s ,  and  N o r t h e a s t  f r o m  t h e  C e n t e r  a r o u n d  
t h e  Beaman M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Company. M a j o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s  
a r e  now f l o o d e d .  E v i d e n c e  o f  Greek  s i d e h a l l ,  c e n t e r  and d o u b l e  
ch imney  p l  ans, some s i d e h a l l  I t a l  i a n a t e  p l  ans ,  G o t h i c  house  w i t h  
b a r g e b o a r d s ,  and some m o d e s t  t w o - s t o r y  Second E m p i r e  d w e l l i n g s .  
T y p i c a l  Greek  R e v i v a l  and I t a l  i a n a t e  p e r i o d  w o r k e r s '  s i n g 1  e - f a m i l y  
h o u s i n g  s u r v i v e s  i n  O a k d a l e ,  and one may assume t h e  same e x i s t e d  
a t  H a r r i s v i l l e  t o  t h e  s o u t h  b e f o r e  i t  was f l o o d e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : F i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 7 9 5 )  b u r n e d  i n  1832 and  was 
r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Mashua R i v e r  
v a l l e y .  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  b u i l t  i n  1832  on  w e s t  s i d e  o f  C e n t e r .  The 
l i b e r a l  S o c i e t y  f o r m e d  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h  and e r e c t e d  a  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  on t h e  common i n  1832;  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e y  d i s b a n d e d  
s h o r t l y  b e c a u s e  b y  1841-1842,  M e t h o d i s t s  w e r e  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  
" u n o c c u p i e d  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h . "  M e t h o d i s t s  c o n s t r u c t  a  "Freedom 
H a l l "  i n  O a k d a l e  i n  1851 ,  and f i n a l l y  e r e c t  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h u r c h  i n  
O a k d a l e  i n  1859.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  W o r c e s t e r  and Nashua R a i l r o a d  i s  b u i l t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
C e n t e r  and n o r t h w e s t  t o  t h e  m i l l  t owns  o f  H a r r i s v i l l e  and O a k d a l e  
a r o u n d  m i d - c e n t u r y .  Va l  1  e y  H o t e l  ( a 1  o n g  Nashua?)  d e s t r o y e d  b y  
f i r e  i n  1853.  Assume c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  C e n t e r ,  
H a r r i s v i l l e ,  and O a k d a l e  c o n c i m i  t a n t  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  m i l l  i n d u s t r y .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Beaman M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Co. a t  C e n t e r ,  O a k d a l e  m i l  1 s  
( W e s t  B o y l s t o n  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Co.)  and  H a r r i s v i l l e  m i l l s  a r e  
c e n t e r s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  p e r i o d .  No s u r v i v i n g  
b u i l  d i n g s .  
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870 -1  91 5 )  

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  C e n t r a l  D i v i s i o n ,  B o s t o n  and Ma ine  R a i l r o a d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  Nashua V a l l e y  i n  1890s .  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  f l o o d s  r o a d  a n d  r a i l  n e t w o r k  i n  V a l l e y .  New b r i d g e s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a c r o s s  r e s e r v o i r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h r o u g h  r o u t e s .  By e a r l y  
1 9 0 0 s ,  s t r e e t - c a r  l i n e s  pass  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  n o r t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  new 
B o y l s t o n  C e n t e r  t o  S t e r l i n g .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  r e m a i n s  s t a b l e  a t  2,900 f r o m  1870-1895,  t h e n  c u t  i n  
ha1 f b y  1 9 0 5  (1,571 1, w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  
F u r t h e r  d e c l i n e  t o  1 9 1 5  ( 1 , 3 1 8 ) .  New C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  b u i l t  i n  
1882,  new B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  b u i l t  i n  1890 .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

L i t t l e  e x p a n s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  1 8 7 0 s .  New c h u r c h e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  b y  C a t h o l i c s  ( 1 8 8 4 ) ,  and B a p t i s t  ( 1 8 9 0 ) .  M a j o r  
e v e n t ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r  ( 1 9 0 5 ) ,  w h i c h  d e s t r o y s  
t h e  t o w n ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  base .  S i x  m i l l s ,  e i g h t  s c h o o l  h o u s e s ,  f o u r  
c h u r c h e s ,  360 houses  o c c u p i e d  b y  o v e r  1,700 p e o p l e  d e s t r o y e d .  
C e n t r a l  V i l l a g e ,  H a r r i s v i l l e ,  and m o s t  o f  O a k d a l e  d i s a p p e a r .  
T w e n t y - f i v e  houses  moved, some t o  t h e  o l d  common a r e a ,  w h i c h  
becomes t h e  new i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  t o w n  h a l l  ( 1 9 0 4 )  and 
B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  ( 1 9 0 2 ) .  

D. Economic  Base:  

The l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw c o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  i n  
West B o y l s t o n ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  and i n  c i v i c  i m p r o v e m e n t .  By 1880,  
f i v e  b r i d g e s  c r o s s e d  t h  S t i l l w a t e r ,  Q u i n a p o x e t ,  and Nahua r i v e r s .  
The f i r s t ,  a  t h r e e - a r c h  s t o n e  b r i d g e ,  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 5 6  a c r o s s  t h e  
Nashua R i v e r  a t  V a l l e y  V i l l a g e .  I n  1875,  an i r o n  b r i d g e  o f  
1 0 0 - f o o t  span was e r e c t e d  a t  C e n t r a l  V i l l a g e ;  i t  was f o l l o w e d  i n  
1 8 7 9  b y  a  5 0  f o o t  span i r o n  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  S t i l l w a t e r  a t  Oakda le ,  
and i n  1 8 8 0  a n o t h e r  50  f o o t  i r o n  span o v e r  t h e  Q u i n a p o x e t  a t  
H a r r i s v i l l e .  

F o u r  o f  t h e  f i v e  r e m a i n i n g  m i l l s  expanded  o r  b u i l t  new m i l l s .  S.  
R .  W a r f i e l d  b u i l t  a  l a r g e  s a t i n e t  y a r n  and w a r p  m i l l  and  shoddy 
m i l l  i n  H a r r i s v i l l e  i n  1882,  d o u b l i n g  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  h i s  1868  
m i l l .  I n  1868 ,  t h e  West B o y l s t o n  Mfg .  Co. e r e c t e d  a  s e c o n d  s t o n e  
f a c t o r y .  F i r e  d e s t r o y e d  b o t h  t h e  o l d  and  new m i l l s  i n  1872,  b u t  a  
s i n g l e  l a r g e  m i l l  was r e b u i l t .  By t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  
company owned 3 2  houses  and t e n e m e n t s  i n  O a k d a l e  t o  h o u s e  i t s  
emp loyees .  The C l a r e n d o n  M i l l s  a t  Lower  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  added a  
b l e a c h e r y  i n  1881,  and e m p l o y e d  190.  A s e c o n d  e n l a r g e m e n t  
o c c u r r e d  i n  1891.  The H a r r i s m i l l  a l s o  b u i l t  an a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  
m i l l  i n  1893.  
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I n  1895,  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  W a t e r  B o a r d  announced i t s  p l a n  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  t h e  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r .  Ove r  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  
B o a r d  p u r c h a s e d  a l l  t h e  m i l l s ,  b u i l d i n g  and p r o p e r t y  a l o n g  t h e  
t h r e e  r i v e r s ;  b y  1899 ,  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  shoe f a c t o r y  a n d  f i v e  
r e m a i n i n g  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  c l o s e d  and w e r e  demo1 i s h e d .  The West  
B o y l s t o n  Mfg .  Co. removed  t o  E a s t h a m p t o n ,  Mass. i n  1900,  and  i n  
1927  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  moved f r o m  t h e r e  t o  Montgomery ,  Alabama. 
C l a r e n d o n  M i l l s  moved i t s  m a c h i n e r y  t o  West P e t e r b o r o u g h ,  New 
H a m s h i r e  and  J o n a t h a n  G o u l d  moved h i s  shoddy  o p e r a t i o n  t o  
S h i r l e y .  West Boy1 s t o n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  d r o p p e d  f r o m  2968 i n  1895 t o  
1571 i n  1905 .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  d i d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  a  s i m i l a r  d e c l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  because  t h e  m a r k e t  f o r  
i t s  p r o d u c t s  l a y  l a r g e l y  b e y o n d  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  i n  W o r c e s t e r  and 
B o s t o n .  The q u a n t i t y  and v a l u e  o f  goods a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  
s h o w i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  j ump  b e t w e e n  1895 and  1 9 0 5  t h a n  i n  any  o t h e r  
decade o f  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  D a i r y  p r o d u c t s  made up  
42% o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  goods s o l d  i n  1905,  h a y  and  f o d d e r  - 24%, 
v e g t a b l e s  - l o % ,  and p o u l t r y  and e g g s  - 6%. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The r e s e r v o i r  s p l i t  t h e  town c e n t e r  i n t o  West 
B o y l s t o n  and S o u t h  B o y l s t o n .  Town s u f f e r e d  a  m a j o r  d e c l i n e  i n  
p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  o f  i n d u s t r y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f l o o d i n g  o f  t h e  
r e s e r v o i r .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o w t h ;  some f o u r - s q u a r e  d w e l l  i n g s  and 
b u n g a l  ows. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1891,  B a p t i s t s  b u i l d  on s i t e  o f  1 8 3 2  c h u r c h  a  
s t o n e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  c h u r c h  w i t h  c o r n e r  t o w e r  (abandoned  b u t  s t i l l  
s t a n d i n g  on  t h e  edge o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r ) .  F i e l d s t o n e  M t .  Vernon 
Chape l  e r e c t e d  i n  c e m e t e r y  e a s t  o f  common b u i l t  i n  1891 .  1 0 0  f o o t  
H a l l  and b r i c k  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  T r u a n t  S c h o o l  (Mass. Y o u t h  
I n s t i t u t e )  b y  1898.  I n  1902 ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  b u i l t  a  
Queen A n n e / C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  a f t e r  t h e  MDC t o o k  o v e r  t h e  1 8 3 2  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
t h e  v a l l e y  ( b u i l d i n g  was b r i c k - f a c e d  i n  1 9 5 4 ) .  T w o - s t o r y ,  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  d e s i g n e d  b y  Cooper  & B a i l e y .  B o s t o n ,  
i n  1903,  t h r e e - b a y  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  Beaman M e m o r i a l  L i b r a r y  
i n  1912 .  

Commerc ia l  : L i t t l e  a p p a r e n t  e x p a n s i o n  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  
a f t e r  1900 .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  I n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  end w i t h  t h e  
f l o o d i n g  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  m i l l  s i t e s .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1 9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

By t h e  1920s ,  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  a r e  abandoned  and  l o c a l  h i g h w a y s  a r e  
d e v e l o p e d  as  a u t o m o b i l e  r o a d s .  By e a r l y  1920s ,  R o u t e  1 2  i s  i n  u s e  
a s  t h e  m a i n  h i g h w a y  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  t o  F i t c h b u r g ,  w i t h  R o u t e  1 1 0  
( L a n c a s t e r  S t r e e t )  a  c o n n e c t o r  t o  C l i n t o n .  By t h e  m i d  1930s ,  
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R o u t e  6 4  i s  i m p r o v e d  as a  c o n n e c t o r  t h r o u g h  O a k d a l e  t o  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t ,  and b y  1 9 4 0  i t  becomes p a r t  o f  R o u t e  140 ,  w i t h  
c o n n e c t o r s  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  

I n c r e a s e  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  s u b u r b a n  g r o w t h  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r ,  
f r om 1 9 1 5  (1 ,318 )  t o  1 9 3 5  ( 2 , 1 5 8 ) .  D r o p  f r o m  1935-1940  ( - 3 3 6 ) .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Suburban  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o r n e r  o f  
town,  n e a r  t h e  W o r c e s t e r  b o r d e r ,  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  R o u t e  
1 2 / B u r n c o a t  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r ,  and a l s o  a l o n g  Ma lden  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t .  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  T u b e r c u l o s i s  H o s p i t a l  e s t a b l  i s h e d  
a1 ong  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  b o r d e r  w i t h  Boy1 s t o n .  

D. Economic  Base 

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a y e d  a  m i n o r  r o l e  i n  West B o y l s t o n ' s  economy 
d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  Few a c c u r a t e  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e .  A  s m a l l  c h u r c h  o r g a n  m a n u f a c t o r y  o p e r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  
1920s  t o  t h e  1940s ;  a  h a y  and g r a i n  d e a l e r ,  E.F. Cowee, o p e r a t e d  a  
p r o s p e r o u s  b u s i n e s s  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The economy was l a r g e l y  
d o m i n a t e d  b y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  w i  t h  d a i r y i n g ,  v e g t a b l  es ,  
and p o u l  t r y  c o n t i n u i n g  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

No s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: West Boylston




