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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: JULY 1981 COMMUNITY : WEST BRI DGEWATER 

I Topography 

West Bridgewater i s  an inland town north of Narragansett Basin. Drain- 

age i s  via the Hockomock River and Coweeset Brook t o  the  west, Black Betty 

and West Meadow Brooks and Town River i n  the central  portion, and the Sal i s -  

bury Plain River in the northeast .  The western portion of the town i s  re la-  

t i  vely 1 eve1 with moderate topographic re1 i e f  i n  the central  and eastern 

portion of the town. Some swamp land along Town River and Salisbury Plain 

River. Soi ls  a r e  general l y  sandy to  gravelly,  with some s i l  t and muck along 

the r ive rs  . 
I I Pol i t i c a l  Boundaries 

West Bridgewater was incorporated as a town on February 16, 1822. I t  was 

the second of the Bridgewaters to< incorporporate', however, i t  was the area of 

f i r s t  set t lement i n  the original  town. Part  of the town ceded t o  Brockton 

i n  1894. 

I11 His tor ic  Overview 

West Bridgewater i s  an h i s t o r i c  pastoral community south of Brockton. 

Possible Contact period native s i t e s  . F i r s t  period European settlement a t  

Town R i  ve ry  economic base primari l y  agri cul tura l  . Area around town r i  ver 

served as re1 igious and c iv i c  center  f o r  the town. L i t t l e  indust r ia l  

development pr ior  to  Colonial period. Ames Triphammer shop during 1 a t e  

Colonial major indust r ia l  a c t i v i t y  . Late 18th century concentration of 

settlement a t  Bennetts Corner near town mi l l s .  Twofold economic base divided 

between the mil ls  and agr icu l tu re .  Early-mid 19th century development remained 

concentrated a t  Bennett 's  corner although some development a t  Cocheset, Matfield 

and Westdale, the l a t t e r  two maintained strong t i e s  t o  East Bridgewater. Late 

19th century decl i ne of i ndustri a1 base marked return to  o r i  gi nal agri cul tural  

base. Settlement remained dispersed unt i l  end of Early Modern period. Post 



World War I1  i n d u s t r i a l  expansion along Manley St ree t .  

IV CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. Trafisportakion Routes : 

Regional focus o f  routes around Town River  w i t h  pr imary connections 

east/west from Pembroke Ponds. No t r a i l  s  documented i n  1  i te ra tu re .  

Probable east/west rou te  over Town River  appears t o  f o l l o w  Ash S t .  t o  

South S t .  fo rd  (Bennet t 's  corners)  t o  Prospect-Center Sts (Route 106). 

Connecting routes from Satucket River  (East Bridgewater) apparent ly  

f o l l o w  Union-East Sts t o  M a t f i e l d  and west t o  Town River  f o r d  as Ma t f i e ld -  

Copeland-Main Sts (Route 28).  Other poss ib le  t r a i l s  from Town River  f o r d  

t o  Hockomock River  may inc lude po r t i ons  o f  Southy Elm, and Forest  Sts. 

T r a i l  routes t o  Coweeset Brook appear as po r t i ons  o f  West and Spring Sts 

w i t h  o r i g i n a l  cement poss ib ly  i n t a c t  a t  Walnut S t .  

B .  Sett lement Pat terns:  

There were no repor ted  n a t i v e  contac t  per iod  s i t e s .  However, there 

was a  s i t e  w i t h  a  Woodland component and f o u r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  

A l l  f i v e  o f  these s i t e s  were s i t u a t e d  on lowlands adjacent t o  freshwater 

streams o r  rovers.  The Woodland component and two u n i d e n t i f i e d  s i t e s  

were loca ted near the  Town River,  wh i l e  the remaining two u n i d e n t i f i e d  

s i t e s  were adjacent  t o  the Coweeset Brook and the Hockomock River .  The 

Hockomock River  s i t e  appeared t o  be a  l a r g e  v i l l a g e .  Add i t iona l  contac t  

per iod  s i  tes may occur a1 ong 'the Town River  south of  Bennet t 's  'corner, due 

t o  thb  presence o f  p o t e n t i a l  p l a n t i n g  grounds, abundant sources o f  f i s h  

and a navigable t ranspor ta t i on  rou te .  

C .  Economic Base: 

Seasonal f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing, c o l l e c t i n g ,  and h o r t i c u l  t u re .  The m a j o r i t y  

o f  present West Bridgewater i s  composed of lowlands and gent le  h i l l s ,  land 
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conducive t o  h o r t i  cu l  t u r e  . Numerous streams and the Town River  p rov i  ded 

extensive stocks o f  freshwater f i s h  . Wi ld game and t imber was ava i l ab le  

throughout the extensive marsh and woodlands. 

D. Observations : 

West Bridgewater appeared t o  have a moderate na t i ve  popu la t ion  dur ing 

the contac t  per iod.  Local l y  , the ma j o r i  ty o f  na t i ve  s e t t l  ement occurred 

i n  the western ha1 f o f  Middleborough and the southwestern p o r t i o n  o f  

Bridgewater (Taunton R ive r ) .  These areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y  Middleborough, 

were blessed w i t h  several major freshwater sources ( i  .e., Assawampsett 

Pond compl ex, Tispaquin Pond and the Nemasket and Taunton River,  resources 

t h a t  the  West Bridgewater area lacked. The West Bridgewater area nat ives  

were probably l o c a l  1y a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  the T i  ti c u t  set t lement  s i t ua ted  

i n  the southwestern p o r t i o n  o f  Bridgewater.  Regional ly,  the  na t ives  were 

t i e d  t o  the  Pokanokets (Wampanoags) centered i n  M t .  Hope ( B r i s t o l ) ,  Rhode 

I s 1  and. 

FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. Transportat ion Routes: 

Formation o f  Bridqewater as a town center  by mid-17th century created 

r a d i a l  highway network from regional  n a t i v e  t r a i l s .  Period roads t o  meeting 

house inc lude Ash and South Sts t o  Middleborough, Ma t f i e ld ,  and Copeland 

Sts t o  Weymouth and Hingham, and Prospect-Center and West Sts t o  Wrentham. 

Bounds o f  o r i g i n a l  town g r i d  (1660) apparent ly  surv ive  as Main, Howard, 

and South Sts . 
B . Populat ion: 

There were no popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  the n a t i v e  populat ion.  

Those f o r  the  wh i te  community a re  1 i m i  ted. A t  the  outbreak o f  King Ph i l  i p ' s  

War t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  "Old Bridgewater" had 64 wh i te  males 19yrs+. The 

m a j o r i t y  o f  the s e t t l e r s  moved from Duxbury w i t h  a smal ler  number from 

Sal em. 
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C. Set t lement  Pat terns - : 

Limi  t ed  documentation made i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  assess n a t i v e  set t lement  

patterns', s ince  the wh i te  community was conf ined p r i m a r i l y  t o  t he  Town 

R iver .  Present West Br idgewater was the  f i r s t  s e t t l e d  p o r t i o n  o f  "Old 

Bridgewater" (Br idgewater,  Brockton, East B r i  dgewater, West B r i  dgewater) . 
White se t t lement  was encouraged w i t h  the  Plymouth Colony Cour t ' s  

g ran t i ng  l and  "about Satucket" (Old Bridgewater) t o  Duxbury i n  1645 as 

compensation f o r  p roper ty  l o s t  as a r e s u l t  of the i nco rpo ra t i on  o f  Marsh- 

f i e l d .  Deacon Samuel Edson i s  reputed t o  be t h e  f i r s t  wh i te  s e t t l e r  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a home i n  ca. 1649 on the  south s ide  o f  t h e  Town R iver  j u s t  

above the Howard Br idge (N .A. 1899:7). Add i t iona l  s e t t l e r s  fo l lowed 

Edson, e r e c t i n g  sca t te red  homes along the  Town River  below the Junct ion o f  

Main and East Center S ts .  and eas t  toward the  present  West and East Br idge- 

water 1 i ne .  The f i r s t  meetinghouse was erected ca. 1661 and appears t o  

have been l oca ted  e i t h e r  on South Elm o r  Howard Sts.  ( N . A .  1899: 9, Old 

Bridgewater Tercentenary Comrii t t e e  1956 : N .P .) . A second s t r u c t u r e  rep1 aced 

t h i s  meetinghouse i n  ca. 1671 and was s i t u a t e d  near t he  monument on Central  

Square (01 d Bridgewater Tercentenary Commi t t e e  1956: N.P.) . These f a c i l i t i e s  

served the re1  i g i o u s  and c i v i c  needs o f  Old Bridgewater throughout t h i s  

per iod .  S h o r t l y  before the  outbreak o f  King P h i l i p ' s  War, a  wooden stockade 

was b u i l t  on the  south s ide  o f  t he  Town R iver  adjacent  t o  Fores t  S t .  

D. Economic Base: 

Nat ive  popu la t ion  probably main'tai ned t h e i r  t r a d i  t i o n a l  seasonal 

rounds due t o  the  1 i m i t e d  wh i te  se t t lement  i n  Old Bridgewater.  However, 

the  presence o f  a  permanent wh i te  popu la t ion  would have encouraged Anglo- 

I nd ian  t rade.  Agr i  c u l  t u r e  was the  foundat ion o f  t he  whi t e  communi t y  ' s  

economy. The area 's  woodlands were probably harvested f o r  t imber, t a r ,  
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and p i n e  p i t c h .  The community's d e s i r e  f o r  d r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  g r i s t  

m i l l  ( c l o s e s t  m i l  1  u n t i l  1662 was i n  Taunton) r e s u l t e d  i n  t he  e r e c t i o n  

of a  g r i s t  m i l l  by Samuel Edson i n  ca. 1662 (near  h i s  home?). Add i t i ona l  

i n d u s t r i a l  development was probably  discouraged by t h e  community's v u l -  

n e r a b i l i t y  t o  I n d i a n  a t t a c k .  John Howard es tab l i shed  a tavern  i n  ca. 1670 

on t h e  corner  o f  R i ve r  and Howard Sts.  (operated u n t i l  1812). 

E. Observat ions: 

Th is  p o r t i o n  o f  Old Br idgewater  f unc t i oned  as t h e  c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  

cen te r  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  community. However, t h e  a rea ' s  l i m i t e d  popu la t ion ,  

commercial development , and i t s  mi 1  i t a r y  v u l  nerab i  1  i t y  probably  r e s u l t e d  

i n  t h e  West Br idgewater  s e t t l e r s  r e l i a n c e  on o u t l y i n g ,  more h i g h l y  developed 

communities (e.g., Duxbury, Plymouth, Taunton) f o r  m i l  i t a r y  suppor t  and 

commerc ia l / i ndus t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  Fu tu re  research should be devoted t o  

c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  community's development du r i ng  t he  F i r s t  Set t lement  Per iod. 

E x i s t i n g  secondary sources do. n o t  deal  w i t h  i t  adequately.  The h i  s t o r y  

o f  t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  weak. 

V I  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Highway system remained focused upon Br idgewater  meetinghouse. 

Pr imary eas t lwes t  a x i s  improved as Center-Prospect Sts  (Route 106) w i t h  

no r t h / sou th  a x i s  on Ash-Main-Copeland S ts  (Route 28).  Local  roads o f  the  

p e r i o d  i nc l ude  Crescent, Nor th  and Spr ing S ts  around West Meadow Brook, 

Walnut and Manley Sts  a t  Manley 's  Corner, and L inco ln ,  Scotland, and 

Elm Sts  near Hockomock R iver .  

B. Popu la t ion  : 

No n a t i v e  popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  w h i l e  those f o r  t h e  w h i t e  popu la t i on  

con t inue  t o  be l i m i t e d .  Terminat ion o f  Anglo- Ind ian h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  1676 

encouraged cons iderab le  w h i t e  se t t lement  i n  Old Br idgewater.  By 1764, 
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the West Parish of Old Bridgewater (West Bridgewater) consisted of 121 

families, 880 residents and 106 houses ( N . A .  1899: 10). By th i s  date, 

the West Parish was the leas t  populous of the Bridgewater parishes. 

There was a decrease in growth of Old Bridgewater's population between 

1740 and 1764 due to  the migration of a number of residents to western 

Massachusetts and Maine who sought better agricultural land. 

C.  Settlement Patterns: 

Despite the destruction of a large number of s e t t l e r  homes and live- 

stock during King Phi l ip ' s  War, Old Bridgewater was not abandoned during 

the fighting. Many s e t t l e r s  sought refuge in the stockade situated near 

Forest S t .  The postwar period witnessed i n f i l l  of the original center 

of present West Bridgewater in the early 18c. Reverend Daniel Perkins 

xettled ca. 1740 on Bryant S t .  , while John Ames erected a home in Bennet's 

Corner in ca. 1743, Additional settlement occurred away from the settlement's 

original center along South, Ash, South Elm, Union, and Copeland Sts. in the 

l a t e  17th century and 18th century. Considerable population growth 

throughout Old Bridgewater resulted in the division of the larger community 

into several parishes in the early 18th century. In 1716, Old Bridgewater 

was separated into the North (now Brockton, East and West Bridgewater) and 

South (Bridgewater) Parishes. Five years l a t e r ,  the North Parish was 

divided into the West (Brockton, West Bridgewater) and the East (East 

Bridgewater) Parishes. A f inal division took place in 1738 when present 

Broclton was established as the North Parish. Throughout these changes, 

West Bridgewater remained the s i t e  of Old Bridgewater's town meetings. 

A new meetinghouse was bui l t  on the s i t e  of the second in the 1730s, most 

1 i kely to  accomodate the town ' s expanding population. 

D. Economic Base: 

The growing white community undoubtedly had a major impact on native 
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subsis tence rounds. Expansion o f  t h e  w h i t e  se t t lement  away from the  

o r i g i n a l  cen te r  would have i n h i b i t e d  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing,  and c o l l e c t i o n  

rounds. As a  r e s u l t ,  t he  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  would i n c r e a s i n g l y  be f o r ced  

t o  adopt a  sedentary l i f e s t y l e .  Many probably  tu rned  t o  t h e  wh i t e  community 

f o r  employment. Increased n a t i v e  dependence o f  Anglo- Ind ian t r a d e  f o r  

subs is tence i tems. White community ' s  economic development p o o r l y  documented. 

A g r i c u l t u r e  p e r s i s t e d  as t he  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  p r imary  economic p u r s u i t .  

There w a s p r h a b l y  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t imber ,  t a r ,  and p ine  p i t c h  product ion.  

Minimal evidence o f  i n d u s t r i a l  expansion. A  triphammer shop es tab l i shed  

by John Ames i n  ca. 1774 on t h e  Town R i ve r  south o f  Bennet t ' s  Corner 

was t h e  o n l y  r epo r ted  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t y  es tab l i shed  du r i ng  t h i s  per iod .  

However, i t  i s  conceivable t h a t  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  opera t ions  were l oca ted  

i n  West Br idgewater  because o f  t h e  numerous streams and r i v e r s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  Comparat ively few houses o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a re  known t o  surv ive .  

Only one house o f  t h e  l a t e  F i r s t  p e r i o d  (1675-1725) i s  known, t he  K e i t h  

Parsonage on R i ve r  S t ree t ,  a  t h ree -qua r te r  p l an  two-s to ry  house w i t h  an 

i n t e g r a l  lean- to ,  s a i d  t o  da te  f rom ca. 1662-1664. The pre-King P h i l i p ' s  

War da te  o f  the house i s  somewhat susp ic ious  (a1 though l o c a l  legend says 

i t  was spared through t h e  Reverend K e i t h ' s  work i n  suppor t  o f  l o c a l  n a t i v e s ) ,  

and, i f  corroborated,  would be o f  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  as an unusua l l y  

e a r l y  s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  The o n l y  o t h e r  house w i t h  documentation t o  t he  

p e r i o d  i s  t he  Ames house of 1743, no tab le  f o r  i t s  ve ry  e a r l y  double house 

p lan;  a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  double i n t e r i o r  chimneys and 

a  f i ve -bay ,  centered facade on t h e  gable end, t he  house i s  a l s o  an e a r l y  

example o f  t h e  use o f  double chimneys. Very few o t h e r  two-s to ry  houses 

o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known i n  t h e  town, and i t  i s  probable t h a t  few were 
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constructed; of those s u r v i  v inq, none stands i n  unal t e red  cond i t i on  and 

none are ambi t ious ly  d e t a i l e d .  One center-chimney house probably o f  the  

per iod  stands on Elm S t r e e t  a t  Brooks Place and another on South S t r e e t  

a t  t h e  town center .  Far more numerous a re  center-chimney cottages, most 

o f  the standard double-cel led, f ive-bay, center-entered p lan.  O f  the 

many cottages standing i n  town, i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  a  number can be dated 

t o  t h e  Colonia l  per iod.  A t  l e a s t  one gambrel - roofed cot tage i s  known 

on M a t f i  e l  d  S t r e e t  w i t h  a 1 a t e r  two-s t o ry ,  h i  p- roofed Federal house added, 

b u t  most cot tages e x h i b i t  the standard gable r o o f .  Concentrations o f  

center-chimney cot tages stand a t  Arch and R iver  S t ree ts ,  on South S t ree t ,  

on Scot land and Prospect S t ree ts  w i t h  o thers  l i k e l y  on Crescent and Ash Steets.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meetinghouse was constructed i n  1660 and replaced 

i n  1674 w i t h  a small meetinghouse, 401x26'x14' .  I n  1739, t he  t h i r d  meeting- 

house (501x38 'x22 ' )  was constructed, t o  which a s p i r e  was added i n  1764. 

No school s  are known t o  have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  per iod,  c lasses being he ld  

i n  houses across the  town w i t h  a c i r c u i t  schoolmaster. 

F . Observations : 

West Br idgewater 's  importance as t h e  center  o f  Old Bridgewater was 

d imin ished i n  t he  18th century  w i t h  t h e  demographic and commercial development 

o f  t he  remaining po r t i ons  o f  Old Bridgewater.  This  change was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

ev ident  i n  t h e  establ ishment  o f  par ishes i n  t he  e a r l y  18th century.  However, 

i t i s  d i f f i c u l  t t o  adequately assess West B r i  dgewater ' s  commercial /i n d u s t r i a l  

development dur ing  the l a t e  17th century  and 18 th  century  because o f  the 

l a c k  o f  secondary sources dea l ing  w i t h  t h e  sub jec t .  

V I  I Federal Per iod (1775-1830) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Road system remained from 18th century  w i t h  focus upon town center .  

Local improvements o f  t h e  pe r i od  appear as Map1 e-Pleasant Sts over  Hockarnock 

R iver  and East S t  f rom Ma t f i e l  d  t o  Bridgewater.  
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B . Populat ion : 

Populat ion f i gu res  are  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  1820. 1820 populat ion, 

1055; 1830, 1042. 

C .  Sett lement:  

Main r e s i d e n t i a l  - i n d u s t r i a l  set t lement  a t  Bennet t 's  Corner, some 

farming set t lement  a t  Cochesett. Scattered farms along major roads. Some 

r e s i d e n t i a l  farming set t lement  a t  Mat f ie l  d. 

D. Economic Base: 

M i l l  s i t e  a t  Bennet t 's  Corner on Town River  the  s i t e  o f  "Town" g r i s t ,  

saw, and f u l l i n g  m i l l s  by 1794. Probably here ov adjacent  t o  Ames house, 

opposite, John Ames operated blacksmith shop ca. 1774-1803, when Arnes' son 

O l i v e r  removed t o  Easton. John Ames i s  be l ieved t o  have i n i t i a t e d  shovel 

manufacture here, b u t  though saw, g r i s t ,  and f u l l  i n g  m i l l s  are mapped a t  

t h i s  s i t e  i n  1794, there  i s  no evidence o f  a shovel " f ac to ry "  r e q u i r i n g  

water power. There were no o the r  m i l l s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h i n  the  l i m i t s  o f  

West Bridgewater a t  t h i s  t ime. 

About 1829, Forbes, Reed & Co. b u i l t  a n a i l  f a c t o r y  immediately upstream 

of the  "canal br idge;" By 1832, w i t h  a product worth $4,000 and employing 

seven hands, t he  company was the  l a r g e s t  manufacturer i n  the  town. The 

f i r s t  furnace, probably b u i l t  i n  t he  1820s on Sa l isbury  P l a i n  Brook a t  

Belmont S t ree t ,  was marked "Ke i th 's  Furnace" i n  1831. 

E . Archi t ec tu re  : 

Resident ia l  : A wider range and greater  number o f  houses o f  t he  Federal 

per iod  surv ive  than do from the  Colonia l  per iod.  Most o f  these are two- 

s t o r y  farmhouses standing outs ide  the town center  w i  t h  a few houses and 

double houses a t  the town center .  Center and double i n t e r i o r  chimney 

cottages a re  found across the  town i n  some numbers. The f i r s t ' u s e  o f  

b r i c k  occurs i n  the Federal per iod  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  one b r i c k  end-wall Federal 

house known on South Elm St ree t .  Other Federal houses w i t h  h i p  roo fs  and 
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end i n t e r i o r  chimneys a re  known on East Center, South, Pleasant, East, 

and M a t f i e l d  S t ree ts .  I n  a reversal  o f  the usual pa t te rn ,  t he  more ambitious- 

l y  d e t a i l e d  houses are  l oca ted  away from the town center ,  w h i l e  those 

Federal per iod  houses standing a t  the center  inc lude a double house and 

houses o f  l ess  than the  f u l l  double-cel led, f ive-bay facade plan. D e t a i l i n g  

f o r  both houses and cottages i s  very simple, usua l l y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s i d e l i g h t s  

o n l y  i n  t he  door surround w i t h  no transom o r  f an l i gh t ;  porches and por t icoes 

are  a l so  very ra re .  

I ns  t i t u t i o n a l  : The present meetinghouse a t  t he  town center  was constructed 

i n  1801; i t  i s  a two-and-a-ha1 f s to ry ,  gable-roofed s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a shallow, 

p r o j e c t i n g  pedimented p o r t i c o ,  Pal l a d i a n  window, and square be1 f ry  tower w i t h  

ocatagonal be1 f r y  and sp i re .  The 1739 meetinghouse became the Town House 

i n  1802 and was demolished i n  1823. Also b u i l t  i n  the  per iod  was a B a p t i s t  

meetinghouse i n  1785. 

V I I I  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

A. Transportat ion Routes : 

Improvement o f  north/south a x i s  w i t h  main1 i n e  o f  Fa1 1 River  r a i l r o a d  

(1847) from Boston/across Sal i sbu ry  P l a i n  River  and Town River  t o  B r i  dgewater 

Local roads o f  t he  per iod  inc lude Elm-North Sts and real ignment o f  nor th/  

south Main S t .  (Route 28) from Bridgewater t o  North Bridgewater (Brockton) . 
B . Populat ion: 

Populat ion growth from 1830 t o  1860, then s tab le  t o  end o f  per iod.  

Foreign born popu la t ion  272 i n  1855 (257 I r i s h ) .  

C .  Sett lement:  

Some expansion a t  Bennet t 's  Corner (West Bridgewater Center) however, 

major p o r t i o n  o f  community farming and r e s i d e n t i a l  set t lement  cons is ts  

p r i m a r i l y  o f  farmsteads scat te red  throughout t he  town. 
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D. Economic Base: 

I n  t he  1830s, two more furnaces f o r  c a s t i n g  hollowware were erected - 

both poss ib l y  a t  the  Town M i l l s  s i t e  a t  Bennet t ' s  Corner. One was b u i l t  by 

D. Forbes (poss ib l y  an extension o f  t he  n a i l  f a c t o r y ) ;  t he  o the r  was 

probably b u i l t  by the  Ames shovel works i n  Easton t o  a l l o w  the company t o  

p a r t l y  manufacture t h e i r  product  here, w i t h  f i n i s h i n g  done i n  Easton. 

Cas t - i ron  ploughs, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  shovels, spades, forks, and hoes, were 

manufactured here. 

The town's major i n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s  per iod,  however, was the  home 

manufacture o f  boots and shoes. Between 1837 and 1845 the  annual value o f  

t h i s  product  t r i p l e d .  By 1855, 300 men and women ( i n  r a t i o  o f  2 : l )  were 

employed , producing $178,460 worth. 

E . Archi  t ec tu re  : 

Res ident ia l  : Comparatively few cot tages o r  houses i n  the  Greek Revival 

s t y l e  were constructed i n  t he  town, w i t h  most pe r i od  residences probably 

b u i l t  a f t e r  1850. A few broad-gabled Greek Revival , u s u a l l y  three-bay wide 

by a s i n g l e  room deeep, were b u i l t .  The predominant house form o f  the 

pe r i od  i s the  s i d e h a l l  , s tory-and-a-ha1 f gab1 e-roofed cottage, subs tan t i a l  

numbers o f  which were constructed across the  town. Most % h i  b i  t t r a n s i t i o n a l  

Greek Revival  / I  t a l  i ana te  s t y l  i ng w i  t h  side1 i ghts , door hoods and p a r t i  a1 

gable re tu rn ,  r a t h e r  than t h e  f u l l  pedimented gable o f  the  Greek Reviva l .  

The prevalence o f  t he  form and i t s  use throughout t he  pe r i od  i n d i c a t e  the 

town's conservat ism and modest economic base du r i ng  the per iod.  Two-s t o r y  

houses, a1 though unusual , are n o t  unknown, s u r v i v i n g  examples being modest 

s i d e h a l l  -p lan  s t ruc tu res  w i t h  very simp1 e d e t a i l  ing ;  1 a t e r  exampkes incorpora te  

polygonal bays and verandas. T r a d i t i o n a l  center-entered, f i  ve-bay facade, 

double i n t e r i o r  chimney p lan  houses w i t h  overhanging eaves a t  t he  gable end 

were b u i l t  i n t o  the  1860s i n  o u t l y i n g  sec t ions  o f  town. 
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Ins t i tu t ional  : A t  l e a s t  two churches were b u i l t  in the period, one of 

which, the Methodist church (1841) a t  Cochesett, survives; i t  i s  a two- 

and-a-ha1 f s tory ,  gabl e-roofed s t ruc tu re  w i  t h  a modest be1 f r y  with d i  s -  

t inc t ive  ogivla-arched openings and an ogival cupola. The other s ec t  

founded in  t h i s  period were the Swedenborgians, who b u i l t  a church i n  

1847. A1 though several schools were undoubtedly constructed in  the period, 

none a r e  known t o  survive. I t  i s  1 ikely t ha t  these were the tradidtional  

double-entrance gable-roofed story-and-a-half s t ruc tu res ,  probably b u i l t  

in a t rans i t ional  Greek Revival/I tal ianate s t y l e ,  l i k e  many of the cottages 

of the period. Some may survive in a1 tered form as dwell ings . 
Commercial : A few commercial blocks , modest center-entered, three-bay 

facade, story-and-a-ha1 f ,  gabl e-roofed, Greek Revival11 ta l  ianate buildings 

were constructed a t  Cochesett and a t  Bennett 's Corner during the period; 

only one survives in  almost unal tered condition, a t  Cochesett. 

IX LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A .  Transportation Routes : 

Expansion of ra i l road network with east lwest  l i n e  through West Bridgewater 

ceneter  t o  Easton (ca . 1885) from Matfield junction ( p a r t i a l l y  abandoned). 

Continued improvement of  north/south axis  from Brockton by 1890s with 

s t r e e t  r a i  1 way 1 i nes through town center  on Elm-North-Center-Mai n S ts  , and 

1 oop from East Bridgewater through Matfield. 

B . Population: 

Population decreased to  1885, increased i n  1890, decreased between 

1890 and 1900, then increased to  end of period. Foreign born population 

308 in  1885, majority I r i s h ,  increased to  558 i n  1915 w i t h  Portuguese 

domi nan t . 
C .  Settlement: 

Settlement patterns remain v i r t ua l l y  the same as during the previous 
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period. Some i n f i l l  along ex i s t ing  roads, b u t  1 i t t l e  additional c lus ter ing 

of s t ruc tu res .  

D. Economic Base: 

Boot and shoe production continued t o  expand a f t e r  the War. In 

1875, the l a s t  year f o r  which census f igures  a r e  avai lable ,  two fac to r ies  

produced $235,000 worth of boots and shoes, while four other shops added 

another $81,000 in  shoes alone. The Ames Foundry ac t i v i t y  continued a t  

Bennett 's  Corner, producing $45 $00 worth of shovel p la tes  in 1875, while 

a new steam foundry operated by James 0. Alger a t  Scotland and S. Elm 

s t r e e t s  produced steam bo i le r  cas t ings ,  s toves,  and iron fencing. (Rela- 

t ionship of James 0 .  Alger t o  Cyrus Alger 1782-1856 , founder of the 

South Boston Iron Works, who was born here?) 

Agricul t u r e ,  however, appears t o  have been the  principal business, 

In 1865, there were 145 farms, and the strawberry was extensively cul t ivated.  

According to  one gazetteer  in 1874, Herman Copeland sen t  9,000 boxes 

of strawberries to  rnarket in 1873. Two years l a t e r ,  a f e r t i l i z e r  manufacturer 

by the  name of Ward ( locat ion unknown), was producing $18,000 worth. 

The paucity of sources make the town's development i n  the l a s t  quarter  

century unclear. Probably, however, the shoe fac to r ies  and shops had 

disappeared by 1900, faced with competi t ion from the larger  shoe tawns nearby. 

I t  i s  a l so  unlikely t ha t  the small-scale iron a c t i v i t i e s  survived long a f t e r  

1900. 

E . Archi tec  ture  : 

Residential : A number of modest cottages were b u i l t  during the period, 

pa r t i cu la r ly  a f t e r  the a r r iva l  of the ra i l road i n  the mid-1880s, and 

especialiTy w i t h  the ar r ival  of the s t r e e t  railway i n  the 1890s. Most 

roads were developed w i t h  s tory-and-a-ha1 f hi p-roofed cottages w i t h  s i  dehall 

plans, raf ted  dormers and kneewall porches in  the Craftsman manner; 
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a1 te rna te  forms inc lude Colonia l  Revival s t y l e  cottages w i t h  gabl e  o r  

gambrel roo fs  as we l l  as a  few bungalows w i t h  exposed j o i n e r y  i n  the 

manner o f  Green and Greene. The predominant form o f  the  e a r l y  years of 

the period, and one which cont inued t o  be constructed i n t o  the 1890s, 

was the  s ideha l l  -plan, story-and-a-ha1 f, gable-roofed Queen Anne cot tage 

w i t h  pat terned sh ing le  d e t a i l  ing,  verandas w i t h  turned and sawn t r im ,  

chamfered corners and gabled dormers. I n  form, the cot tage i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  

and l i t t l e  change can be discerned from the  plan-type and massing o f  the 

mid-century s  i d e h a l l  cottage; i n  f a c t ,  t r a n s i t i o n a l  I t a l  iandte/Queen Anne 

cottages su rv i ve  i n  some numbers. A t  l e a s t  a few very we l l  - de ta i l ed  

Queen Anne/Colonial Revival cottages a re  known w i t h  on ly  one house o f  

g rea ter  p re ten t ion ,  a  1  arge h i  p-roofed Colonia l  Revival house on Route 106, 

r e c e n t l y  destroyed i n  a  f i r e .  For more subs tant ia l  two-story construct ion,  

there seem t o  have been very few opt ions:  almost a l l  two-story houses 

b u i l t  i n  the  per iod  are  modest Colonia l  Revival houses w i t h  steep h i p  

roofs, kneewall porches and four-square p l  ans . Large numbers o f  these 

were constructed along the s t r e e t c a r  routes across the town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The most imposing i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  the per iod  ( and per- 

haps a l l  per iods)  was the  Howard I n s t i t u t e  (1883), a  three-and-a-ha1 f 

s t o r y  b r i c k  High V i c t o r i a n  Gothic school w i t h  a  mansard roo f ,  cen t ra l  

pavi 1  i o n  w i t h  broached sp i re ,  polychromatic voussoi r s ,  co rbe l l ed  corn ice 

and steep gabl e  dormers ; i t no 1  onger stands . Other s t ruc tures  inc lude 

the  two-and-a-half s to ry  S t i c k  S t y l e  Methodist Church (ca.  1870) and a  

one-and-a-half s t o r y  S t i c k  S t y l e  B a p t i s t  Church w i t h  an o f f s e t  tower w i t h  

open be1 f r y  and h ip - roo fed  sp i re ;  n e i t h e r  o f  these i s  thought t o  surv ive.  

The Town Ha l l  (1894) i s  a  conservat ive l a t e  I t a l  ianate/Queen Anne s t r u c t u r e  
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tow-and-a-ha1 f s t o r i e s  t a l l  w i  t h  a gable r o o f .  A s i n g l e  b r i c k  Colonia l  

Revival school (ca.  1910) i s  known on Center S t ree t ,  b u t  o the r  per iod  

school s do n o t  seem t o  have surv ived . 
Commercial : Modest c o m e r c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  were bu i  1 t a t  E l m  Square, Bennett I s  

Corner, and Matf  i e l  d. These i ncl  ude an unusual , four-square plan, 1 ow 

hip-roofed l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  b lock a t  E l m  Square, an e a r l y  20th century 

Queen Anne grocery s t o r e  a t  Ma t f i e ld ,  and a number o f  s imple gable-roofed 

frame commercial blocks a t  Bennet t 's  Corner. 

X EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. Transportat ion Routes : 

Abandonment o f  t r o l l  ey routes from Brockton by 1920s and improvement of 

l o c a l  highways as reg iona l  auto routes through the town center .  Primary 

nor th/south a x i s  from Brockton as Route 28 (Main S t )  and secondary east lwest  

ax i s  as Center S t  (Route 106) w i t h  A r t  Deco concrete br idge (1936) a t  West 

Meadow Brook. 

B . Populat ion:  

Continuous popu la t ion  growth t o  1935, then s l i g h t  dec l i ne  between 

1935 and 1940. Post World War I 1  populat ion growth continuous b u t  n o t  

dramatic.  S t .  Ann's Catho l ic  Church es tab l ished 1928. 

C .  Sett lement:  

Sett lement pa t te rn  remains s t a t i c .  

D.  Economic Base: 

"The town i s  predominantly a g r i  cu l  t u r a l  ," wrote the WPA Gu.i de i n  1937, 

"growing potatoes and the  smal ler  garden crops, and s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  d a i r y i n g  

and poul t r y - r a i s i n g . "  I n  1936 the town dedicated a new War Memorial Park 

on the  s i t e  o f  t h e  Town M i l l s .  Designed by Evelyn C .  Johnson, the  park 

used many o f  the  s u r v i v i n g  features from the 19th century i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y .  
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E . Architecture: 

Residential : Very few houses were bui l t  in the Early Modern period, a1 though 

a t  l eas t  a few of the modest cottages and bungalows of the Late Industrial 

may have been buil t a f t e r  1915. Modest Dutch Col oni a1 and Craftsman 

houses and cottages are located on Copeland Street  and on Prospect Street .  

Insti tutional : No structures are known to have been bu i l t  in th is  period. 
c' 

Commercial : A few one-story commercial blocks, including one with glass 

block detail ing and subdued Moderne sty1 ing, were bu i l t  on Route 28 a t  

Matfield. 

XI SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Almost no survey has been completed in West Bridgewater; only the 

ea r l i e s t  houses connected with figures important in ecclesiastical or 

economic development are  surveyed. Whi 1 e the town i s  characterized 

by a generally modest economic base and diffused settlement, perhaps as 

many as two dozen structures,  primarily residential and insti tutional , 

and dating from the Colonial through Early Industrial periods, should 

be documented more thoroughly whi 1 e i sol ateci exampl es of 1 a te r  archi tectural 

s tyles  should be noted. Good surviving period landscapes a t  Arch and 

River Streets (Colonial /Federal ) , Belmont and Matfield Streets (Early 

Industrial ) , River and Forest Streets (Colonial ) , South Elm Street  (Federal ) , 

and Matfield (Late Industrial ) . A1 so notable are we1 1 -preserved 19th 

century farmsteads on East Street  and in the southern half of the town. 

Industrial : Relatively 1 i t t l e  of the town's 19th century industrial 

ac t iv i ty  survives. Most of i t  has been identified,  a t  l eas t  in a broad 

sense, in the town's War kmorial Park. However, an excel lent  opportunity 

exis ts  here to  further interpret  the town's i ndus t r i  a1 development . 
Further study might we1 1 indicate that  the s i t e  remained sufficiently 

intact  to merit a National Register nomination. 
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Until the 1960s the town had an unusual number of f ine  stone-arch 

bridges. Many of these have since been rep1 aced. Two tha t  have not been 

are  the celebrated "three-arch bridge" and a 30-foot arch span on Belmont 

S t r ee t ,  both of which should be considered e l i g i b l e  fo r  National Register 

s t a tu s .  Three stone-slab bridges a lso  e x i s t :  the Skimmil k bridge, Elm 

S t r ee t  bridge, and the Canal bridge. The mill s t ructure  a t  171 Crescent 

should a l so  be fur ther  studied.  

Developmental Pressures : Intensive i ndustri a1 park expansion along Route 

24 (Boston expressway) from Route 106 interchange along Manley S t  ser.iously 

affect ing remaining agr icul ture  i n  area.  Related commercial a c t i v i t y  

extended a1 ong Route 106 axis  a t  Pleasant Hi 11 -Cochesett threateni ng 

remaining h i s t o r i c  fabr ic  around Route 24 junction. Similar a c t i v i t y  

a t  Route 28 and 106 junction has eroded in tegr i ty  of West Bridgewater 

center ,  a1 though h i s to r ic  meeting house s i t e  survives as  isolated 

d i s t r i c t .  Suburban expansion from Boston i s  evident along Route 28 axis 

and Elm .St ,  w i t h  Matfield v i l l age  surviving as i n t a c t  d i s t r i c t .  
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