
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report 
WESTBOROUGH 
 
Report Date: 1983 
 
Associated Regional Report: Central Massachusetts 
 
 
 
 
Reconnaissance Survey Town Reports, produced for MHC’s Statewide Reconnaissance Sur-
vey between 1979 and 1987, introduce the historical development of each of the Common-
wealth’s municipalities. Each report begins with an historic overview, a description of topogra-
phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
divided into seven periods: Contact (1500–1620), Plantation (1620–1675), Colonial (1675–
1775), Federal (1775–1830), Early Industrial (1830-1870), Late Industrial (1870–1915), and 
Early Modern (1915–1940/55). Each report concludes with survey observations that evaluate 
the town’s existing historic properties inventory and highlight significant historic buildings, set-
tlement patterns, and present threats to these resources. A bibliography lists key secondary re-
sources.   
 
Town reports are designed for use together with a series of town maps that demarcate settle-
ment patterns, transportation corridors and industrial sites for each historic period. These maps 
are in the form of color-coded, polyester overlays to the USGS topographic base map for each 
town on file and available for consultation at MHC.  For further information on the organiza-
tion and preparation of town reports, readers should contact MHC.  
 
Users should keep in mind that these reports are now two decades or more old. The informa-
tion they contain, including assessments of existing knowledge, planning recommendations, un-
derstanding of local development, and bibliographic references all date to the time they were 
written. In some cases, information on certain topics was not completed. No attempt has been 
made to update this information.  
 
Electronic text was not available for digital capture, and as a result most of the reports have 
been scanned as PDF files. While all have been processed with optical character recognition, 
there will inevitably be some character recognition errors.  
 
 
 
The activity that is the subject of the MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park 
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.  However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the 
Interior. This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties.  Under Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs.  If you believe you have been 
discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information please write to: Office of Equal Oppor-
tunity, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20240.  

 
 
 
 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Chair, Massachusetts Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02125 
www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 
mhc@sec.state.ma.us  /  617-727-8470 



MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: March  1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: Wes tbo rough  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

W e s t b o r o u g h  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  l a r g e  c e n t r a l  p l a i n  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  r o u n d  
h i l l s  on t h e  s o u t h ,  w e s t ,  and  n o r t h e a s t ,  r i s i n g  t o  700 f e e t  above 
sea l e v e l .  A 1  a r g e ,  l o w ,  c e d a r  swamp o c c u p i e s  t h e  e a s t e r n  end o f  
town.  These f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  g l a c i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  
p l a i n  and m a r s h  b e i n g  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  g l a c i a l  L a k e  A s s a b e t ,  w h i l e  
many o f  t h e  h i l l s  a r e  drum1 i n s  o r  r e m a i n s  o f  a  t e r m i n a l  m o r a i n e  
and  e s k e r s .  The s o i l  i s  a  l o o s e  sand  and  g r a v e l  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  
c l a y  d e p o s i t s  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  a  l o c a l  b r i c k w o r k s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  The 
t o w n  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  ponds .  The l a r g e s t  o f  w h i c h  i s  1 7 8  a c r e  
Chauncey Pond i n  t h e  n o r t h  end  o f  town.  Though no m a j o r  r i v e r s  
t r a v e r s e  t h e  town,  numerous b r o o k s  p r o v i d e d  s u i t a b l e  w a t e r p o w e r  
s i t e s  f o r  s m a l l  m i l l s .  Those i n  t h e  n o r t h  and  w e s t  d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  
A s s a b e t  R i v e r ,  w h i c h  f o r m s  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  b o u n d a r y ,  
w h i l e  t h e  s t r e a m s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  and  e a s t  p a r t s  o f  t own  d r a i n  i n t o  
t h e  S u d b u r y  R i v e r  w h i c h  has  i t s  s o u r c e  i n  Wes tbo rough .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1717 f r o m  p a r t  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h  c a l l e d  "Chauncey 
V i l l a g e , "  and o t h e r  l a n d s .  P a r t  o f  S u t t o n  annexed  1728.  P a r t  o f  
S h r e w s b u r y  annexed  1762 .  P a r t  o f  U p t o n  annexed  1763 .  P a r t  
e s t a b l  i s h e d  as  N o r t h b o r o u g h  D i s t r i c t  1 7 6 6  (Town 1 7 7 5 ) .  P a r t  o f  
S h r e w s b u r y  annexed  1793 .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A s u b u r b a n / i n d u s t r i a l  c o m m u n i t y  on  t h e  e a s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  
u p l a n d s ,  on t h e  h i s t o r i c  e a s t / w e s t  c o r r i d o r  t o  s o u t h e r n  W o r c e s t e r  
C o u n t y ,  w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e s  a t  Chauncey L a k e  and Hocomonco Pond. 
O r i g i n a l l y ,  p a r t  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h  w i t h  1  a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  
and  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  m e e t i n g h o u s e  n e a r  Chauncey Lake .  D i s p e r s e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  ,and good 
h i g h  s t y l e  and v e r n a c u l a r  e x a m p l e s  o f  C o l o n i a l  and F e d e r a l  
d w e l l  i n g s  r e m a i n .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  
s u p p o r t  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  c o m m e r c i a l  / p r o t o - i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  a t  
W e s s o n v i l l  e  and W e s t b o r o u g h  C e n t e r .  R a i l  r o a d  1  o c a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  
c e n t e r  i n  1834-1835  f o c u s e s  c o m m e r c i a l  , i n d u s t r i a l  , i n s t i t u t i o n a l  , 
and r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B o o t ,  shoe,  and s t r a w  goods 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a t t r a c t  a  g r o w i n g  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n .  
D i s t i n c t i v e  i n d u s t r i a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  
c l  u s t e r s  emerged i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 ) .  
Mu1 t i  - s t o r y  b r i c k  commeri  c a l  b l o c k s  ( 1  870 -1  8 9 0 ~ 1 ,  w o r k e r  c o t t a g e  
d i  t r i c t s ,  and m i d d l e  and  h i g h - i n c o m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  a r e  a l l  
w e l l  p r e s e r v e d .  I n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  s t a t e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  
Chauncey Lake  a r e a  w i t h  r e f o r m  s c h o o l  and  h o s p i t a l  c o m p l e x e s .  
W h i l e  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  3 0  y e a r s  has  a l t e r e d  much 
o f  t h e  r u r a l  l a n d s c a p e ,  t h e  m o s t  s e r i o u s  a l t e r a t i o n  has  come f r o m  
m a s s i v e ,  s i  d e s p r e a d  i n d u s t r i a l  p a r k  d e v e l  opment  b e t w e e n  t h e  R o u t e  
9 and B o s t o n - A 1  bany  r a i l  c o r r i d o r s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a r o u n d  t h e  1-495 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t own .  



I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The a r e a  i s  c r o s s e d  b y  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  t e n d i n g  p a t h s .  
P r i m a r y  r o u t e  r u n s  f r o m  n o r t h e a s t  t o  s o u t h w e s t  a l o n g  E a s t  and West 
M a i n  S t r e e t .  F o r k  a t  O a k - M i l k  S t r e e t s  c o n n e c t s  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
P a t h  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o f  N o r t h b o r o u g h .  F o r k  a t  Nourse  S t r e e t  i n  
t h e  s o u t h w e s t  p r o v i d e s  a l t e r n a t i v e .  J o i n e d  i n  n o r t h e a s t  b y  
G i l m o r e - F l  a n d e r s  S t r e e t s ,  and  a d d i t i o n a l  , more  s o u t h e r l y  a1 t e r n a t e  
r o u t e .  F i s h e r  S t r e e t  a s  s e c o n d a r y  r o u t e  t o  Hocomonco Pond. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

P r o b a b l e  s i t e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a r o u n d  Chauncey L a k e  
(Naggawoomcom) and  Hocomonco Pond ( E v i l  S p i r i t ) ,  as  w e l l  as  k n o l l s  
a d j a c e n t  t o  S u d b u r y  and  A s s a b e t  r i v e r s .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

S e a s o n a l  f r e s h  w a t e r  f i s h i n g  i n  ponds and r i v e r s  as w e l l  as 
s e a s o n a l  h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g ,  and a g r i c u l t u r e .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s  

L o c a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  p a t h  a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n d i c a t e s  h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  o f  
v i s i t a t i o n .  R e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  s u g g e s t  N ipmucks  i n  l o w  d e n s i t y ,  
s e a s o n a l l y  e x p l o i t i n g  f r e s h  w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s .  

V.  PLANTATION PERIOD 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e d u c e d  w i t h  p r a y i n g  t o w n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  t h e  
e a s t  and  s o u t h  b u t  l i t t l e  c o l o n i a l  use  due t o  t h r e a t s  o f  f r o n t i e r  
w a r f a r e .  

C .  S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n s  

G r a n t  t o  C h a r l e s  Chauncey ( 1 6 5 9 )  i n  t h e  n o r t h  a d j a c e n t  t o  ponds ,  
t o  Edward B o s w o r t h  t o  t h e  w e s t ,  and t o  T h e o p h i l  u s  E a t o n ' s  h e i r s  
( 1 6 8 0 ) ,  i n  t h e  w e s t ;  b u t  p r o b a b l y  n o t  i n c l u d i n g  p e r m a n e n t  
s e t t l e r s .  F i r s t  s e t t l e r  Thomas R i c e  n e a r  Chauncey Pond. The 
f i r s t  g r a n t  m e n t i o n s  a  wigwam l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  

Economic  Rase 

R e d u c t i o n  i n  s e a s o n a l  u s e  b y  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  as  w e l l  as l o c a t i o n  
o f  p a s t u r e  and  meadowlands o f  t h e  p a r e n t  t own  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Thomas R i c e ,  be1 i e v e d  t o  b e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r ,  o c c u p i e d  
l o g  house ,  1674 .  
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V I .  COLONIAL P E R I O D  ( 1  675-1 775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

P l a n t a t i o n  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  i m p o r t a n t ,  p r i m a r y  r o u t e  r e m a i n s  
E a s t / W e s t  M a i n  S t r e e t s .  M i l k  S t r e e t  added t o  commun ica te  t o  t h e  
n o r t h ,  Warren-Bowman S t r e e t s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  S e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  
i n c l u d e  Maynard  and Morse.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

I n  s p i t e  o f  some r a i d s ,  s e t t l e m e n t  a c c e l e r a t e s  a f t e r  K i n g  P h i l i p ' s  
War. T h i  r t y - o n e  p e t i t i o n e r s  g r a n t e d  town  s t a t u s  ( i n c l  u d i n g  
N o r t h b o r o u g h )  i n  1717.  8 7  f a m i l i e s  b y  1744;  p o p u l a t i o n  900 b y  
1776.  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i s p e r s e d  a f t e r  w a r .  

C.  S e t t l  ement P a t t e r n s  

I n c o r p o r a t e d  as  Chauncey i n  1717 t h o u g h  movement f o r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  
begun as  e a r l y  as  1688  due t o  d i s t a n c e  f o r m  M a r l b o r o ,  i t s  p a r e n t  
town,  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  C h u r c h  f o r m e d  1724,  m e e t i n g h o u s e  l o c a t e d  o f f  
M i l  k  S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  Lyman S c h o o l  where  p o p u l  a t i o n  c o n c e n t r a t e d .  
W i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  N o r t h  P r e c i n c t  ( N o r t h b o r o u g h )  i n  1744,  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  moved n e a r e r  t o  g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  t o  M a i n  S t r e e t  
where  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  was a l r e a d y  l o c a t e d  j u s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  
D i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  w i t h  e a r l y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on E a s t  M a i n  
S t r e e t .  R e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  r e s i d e n c e s  a t  J a c k s t r a w  P a s t u r e  and Cedar 
Swamp i n  t h e  e a s t .  

D. Economic  Base 

P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  f o c u s  on g r a i n s ,  p a s t u r e  o f  c a t t l e  and 
sheep,  g o a t s ,  o r c h a r d  p r o d u c t s ,  and c e d a r  s h i n g l e s .  G r i s t  m i l l  
( 1 7 3 0 )  b u t  m o s t  w a t e r  power  d e v e l o p m e n t  on  A s s a b e t  i n  
N o r t h b o r o u g h  I n c r e a s i n g  p o v e r t y  b y  m i  d - c e n t u r y  e v i d e n c e d  i n  
" w a r n i n g s - o u t "  and e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  w o r k h o u s e  ( 1 7 6 7 ) .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The f rame t w o - s t o r y  c e n t e r  ch imney  house  i s  t h e  mos t  
common t y p e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  S i x t e e n  f i v e - b a y  and f o u r  t h r e e - b a y  
examp les  a r e  r e c o r d e d .  T w o - s t o r y ,  f rame d o u b l e - c h i m n e y  houses  a r e  
t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  p o p u l a r  e x a m p l e s  p r e d a t i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a g a i n  
m o s t l y  o f  t h e  f i v e - b a y  t y p e ,  a l t h o u g h  one f o u r - b a y  house  has  been 
r e c o r d e d .  Two o n e - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  
known ( o n e  was demo1 i s h e d  i n  1 9 0 6 ) .  The r e m a i n i n g  examp le  d a t e s  
t o  ca .  1 7 3 0  b u t  was moved i n  1 8 3 0  and e m b e l l  i s h e d  w i t h i n  Greek 
m o t i f s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  Two t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  r e a r  w a l l  ch imney  
houses  s u r v i v e .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  a l l  t h e s e  d w e l l i n g s  have  
p e d i m e n t e d  e n t r a n c e s  w i t h  t r a n s o m s  and p i l a s t e r s ;  one segmenta l  
a r c h  r e p l a c e s  t h e  more common p e d i m e n t .  A  s m a l l e r  number d i s p l a y  
an e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p e d i m e n t .  The 
Morse Homestead, ca .  1 7 4 0  (demo1 i s h e d  i n  1 8 3 9 )  was a p p a r e n t l y  
b u i l t  i n  s t a g e s :  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n  was a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  
u n i t  t o  w h i c h  was added a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  s e c t i o n ;  a  w i n g  on 
t h e  e a s t  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  meet inghouse ( 4 0 '  x  30 '  ) was b u i l t  
between 1720-1 724 on Powder H i l l  nea r  Wessonvill  e  i n  t h e  
no r th -wes te rn  s e c t i o n  of t h e  town. By 1726,  school  d i s t r i c t s  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  In 1748,  t h e  second meet inghouse was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  
town c e n t e r ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  e l emen t s  ( such  a s  t h e  p u l p i t ,  pews, 
e t c . )  from t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g .  Second s t r u c t u r e  was t h r e e  s t o r i e s  
h i g h  and seven bays l o n g  w i t h  a  o n e - s t o r y  enc losed  porch roughly  
c e n t e r e d  on t h e  long  s i d e .  O r i g i n a l  s a sh  were 12/12 .  In 1801,  t h e  
congrega t ion  a c q u i r e d  a  Revere b e l l  and t h e  r a l l  narrow b e l l  tower 
was added t o  one of  t h e  fou r -bay  g a b l e  ends .  Records i n d i c a t e  t h e  
f i r s t  school  b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1760s.  In 
1767,  t h e  o n e - s t o r y  3 0 '  x  1 6 '  frame workhouse was b u i l t .  

Commercial: The f i r s t  t a v e r n ,  r epu ted  t o  d a t e  from 1699 and owned 
by Samuel Forbush ,  was d e s t r o y e d  i n  1793. Jacob Amsden o p e r a t e d  
t a v e r n  c a .  1719 which became G a l e ' s  Tavern by 1749. This  was a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  center -chimney s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  l e a n - t o  which 
s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  an a l t e r e d  form. The Breck Parkman Shop ( ? )  a  
o n e - s t o r y ,  four-bay  center -chimney s t r u c t u r e ,  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 
t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  M i l l s ,  axe and s c y t h e  making, and b l a c k s m i t h i n g  a l l  
r eco rded  d u r i n g  1  a t t e r  p o r t i o n  of p e r i o d .  

VI I  I .  F E D E R A L  PERIOD 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

The c o l o n i a l  roads  remain i n  use wi th  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  highway Main 
S t r e e t  from Marlborough /Southborough  t o  G r a f t o n ,  and a  major 
branch a long  Nourse S t r e e t  t o  North G r a f t o n .  Milk S t r e e t  
c o n t i n u e s  a s  t h e  main road t o  Northborough. The Boston-Worcester  
t u r n p i k e  i s  completed through town i n  1810. 

B .  Popu la t ion  

Popu la t ion  remains s t a b l e  a t  abou t  900 u n t i l  1810,  then  i n c r e a s e s  
t o  1830 ( 1 4 3 8 ) .  Decade of  g r e a t e s t  growth 1810-1820 ( + 2 7 8 ) .  
B a p t i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  formed 1811. Church c o n s t r u c t e d  on Eas t  Main 
and Lyman (away from c e n t e r )  1816. Church and town s e p a r a t e  
f u n c t i o n s  1825. 

S e t t l  ement P a t t e r n s  

P r i n c i p a l  development o c c u r s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  and a t  
Wessonv i l l e  on t h e  t u r n p i k e ,  w i t h  a  secondary  c l u s t e r  a t  t h e  
t u r n p i k e ,  Lyman S t r e e t ,  Main S t r e e t  a r e a .  In t h e  c e n t e r ,  
r e s i d e n t i a l  development e x t e n d s  sou thwes t  a long Main S t r e e t  and 
around a  t r i a n g l e  formed by Main, School and South S t r e e t .  
However, Wessonvill  e ,  t u r n p i k e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  t h r i v i n g  t a v e r n ,  
t h r e a d  f a c t o r y ,  and s t o r e  t h r e a t e n s  t o  o v e r t a k e  meet inghouse 
v i l l a g e  a s  t h e  town 's  growth c e n t e r .  
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D .  Economic Base 

E n t e r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  an economy f o u n d e d  on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
Wes tbo rough  c o n t a i n e d  two  g r i s t m i l l s  and two  s a w m i l l s .  By 1830  i t  
had  begun t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t o  a  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  and  m e r c a n t i l e  
c e n t e r .  The o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  B o s t o n  and W o r c e s t e r  T u r n p i k e  i n  1810 
s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  W e s s o n v i l l  e, a  commun i t y  w h i c h  
ove rshadowed  t h e  town c e n t e r  u n t i l  t h e  B o s t o n  and W o r c e s t e r  
R a i l r o a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1834.  A t  W e s s o n v i l l e  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  a  s t o r e ,  t a v e r n ,  and s h o r t  l i v e d  ca.  1827 s team-powered 
t h r e a d  m i l l  w i t h  f i r s t  u s e  o f  s team power  i n  Westborough.  O t h e r  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v e n t u r e s  begun d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  a  t a n n e r y  
(18261,  t w o  s m a l l  ax,  s c y t h e ,  and hoe m a n u f a c t o r i e s ,  a  b r i c k y a r d  
( 1 8 2 0 ~ ) ~  and b o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r e ,  begun on a  shop b a s i s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  i n  1828.  By 1 8 3 2  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  shops 
e m p l o y i n g  more t h a n  1 4 0  p r o d u c e d  $65,000 w o r t h  o f  b o o t s  and shoes;  
s l e i g h  m a n u f a c t u r e  begun on a  s m a l l  s c a l e  p r o d u c e d  1 5 0  s l e i g h s ,  
and e m p l o y e d  s i x  men; 200  f e m a l e s ,  emp loyed  l a r g e l y  a t  home, 
p r o d u c e d  18,000 s t r a w  b o n n e t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  town  c o n t a i n e d  a  
p l  owmaker, s e v e r a l  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  and h a r n e s s m a k e r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The p e r i o d  r e f 1  e c t s  a  r o u g h l y  even  b a l a n c e  be tween  
c e n t e r e d  c h i m n e y  d w e l l i n g s  and t h o s e  c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  d o u b l e ,  end,  
o r  r e a r  w a l l  ch imneys .  The f o r m e r  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
decade o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  One g a b l e  end  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1820.  M o s t  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  seems t o  come l a t e  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  1820-1830.  Between 1820-26,  N a t h a n  F i s h e r  
b u i l t  h i s  house  and s t o r e  a t  W e s s o n v i l l e  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  
f r a m e ,  t w o - s t o r y ,  e i g h t - b a y  mass. The d o o r  i n  t h e  s y m m e t r i c a l  
f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  p i l e  house  on t h e  e a s t e r n  end has an e l l i p t i c a l  
fan1 i g h t  w i  t h  s i  d e l  i g h t s  f r a m e d  b y  p i 1  a s t e r s  and a  f u l l  
e n t a b l a t u r e .  The w e s t e r n  t h r e e - b a y s  c o m p r i s e  t h e  s t o r e  ( w h i c h  was 
added  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  house  was b u i l t )  and t h e  e n t r a n c e  i s  
s i m i l a r  b u t  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  t h a n  t h a t  on t h e  d w e l l i n g  p o r t i o n ,  
l a c k i n g  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s .  The e n t i r e  s t r u c t u r e  has  a  h i p p e d  r o o f  
w i t h  a  m o n i t o r  ( r e s e m b l i n g  an e n c l o s e d  b a l u s t r a d e )  and  i n t e r i o r  
c h i m n e y s .  

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  and few b r i c k  houses ,  t h a t  o f  I s a a c  Amsden b u i l t  
i n  1830  a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The s i n g l e - p i l e  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  d w e l l i n g  has  end c h i m n e y s ,  6 / 6  sash  w i t h  j a c k  
a r c h e s  and  a  Greek e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d e d  w i t h  p i l a s t e r s ,  f u l l  
e n t a b l a t u r e ,  and s i d e 1  i g h t s  w i t h  deep a p r o n s .  The e l l  o f  t h i s  
house  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y  c e n t e r - c h i m n e y  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  d w e l l  i n g .  
A s e c o n d  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  d w e l l i n g ,  f i v e - b a y  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s i t e  o f  
a  b r i c k  y a r d  on E a s t  M a i n  a t  Lyons  S t r e e t ,  may d a t e  f r o m  t h e  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  

The 1 8 3 0  r e s i d e n c e  o f  D r .  H a r v e y  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  
d o u b l e - p i l e  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  end ch imneys  t o w a r d  t h e  f r o n t  t o  
t h e  house  as  w e l l  as  r e a r  w a l l  c h i m n e y s .  
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The J o s e p h  L a t h r o p  House, a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  W e s s o n v i l l  e  ( c a .  
1 8 2 5 ) ,  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r - p a s s a g e ,  d o u b l  e - p i 1  e  house  
w i t h  a  h i p p e d  r o o f  and i n t e r i o r  ch imneys .  The e n t r a n c e  d i s p l a y s  a  
f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e .  W e s s o n v i l l  e  r e m a i n e d  a  c e n t e r  o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  
t h e  town  f r o m  ca.  1810  u n t i l  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  1834.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n  1825,  t h e  B a p t i s t  r e f u s e  t o  pay  t a x e s  and t h e  
f o r m a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  and s t a t e  i s  made. Between 1825  and 
1830,  t h e  B a p t i s t s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h u r c h  w h i c h  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  town  u s e d  s o l e l y  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  p u r p o s e s .  L i t t l e  
o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  One t y p i c a l  f o u r - b a y  s c h o o l  house 
( 1 8 1 0 )  s u r v i v e s  as  a  r e s i d e n c e .  

Commerc ia l :  Nehemiah M i l l e r  e r e c t s  t a v e r n  i n  c e n t e r  i n  1800,  r u n  
b y  G r e g o r y  ( G r e g o r y ' s  I n n ) ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  d o u b l e  ch imneys  s o l d  t o  B r i g h a m  i n  1822,  B r i g h a m  adds p o r t  
known as  Wes tbo rough  H o t e l  i n  1824,  e n l a r g e d  1834  when r a i l r o a d  
a r r i v e s ,  p o r c h e s  added, 1 8 4 9  s o l d  and o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  removed and 
u s e d  a s  B r i  gham r e s i d e n c e ,  r e m a i n i n g  p o r t i o n  became s t r a w  shop,  
1 a t e r  known as U n i o n  B l o c k ,  r e c e n t l y  h e a v i l y  remode l  1  ed. Nathan 
F i s h e r  and  J o s e p h  L a t h r o p  o p e r a t e  s t o r e  a t  F i s h e r ' s  home i n  
W e s s o n v i l l  e. 1825-27,  S i l a s  Wesson b u i l  ds t a v e r n  a t  W e s s o n v i l l  e  
n e a r  o l d  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : S e v e r a l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b y  1830.  I n  
1820s,  N a t h a n  F i s h e r  b u i l d s  a  t h r e a d  f a c t o r y  powered  b y  s team a t  
W e s s o n v i l l  e. 

V I  I I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830-1  8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  h i g h w a y s  r e m a i n  i n  use,  b u t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
e v e n t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  
r a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1834-35.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  more  t h a n  d o u b l e s  f r o m  1 8 3 0  ( 1 4 3 8 )  t o  1870  ( 3 6 0 1 ) ,  w i t h  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n c r e a s e  n  t h e  1860s ,  ( + 6 8 8 ) .  447 I r i s h  p r e s e n t  i n  
1855.  F o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  16% i n  1865.  Re1 i g i o u s  
d e n o m i n a t i o n s  p r o 1  i f e r a t e .  O v e r c r o w d i n g ,  t h e 0 1  o g i  c a l  c o n f l  i c t s ,  
and u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  n e x t  t o  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  s p l i t  t h e  1  o c a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  i n t o  U n i t a r i a n  (new 
c h u r c h  1 8 3 4 )  and E v a n g e l i c a l  (new c h u r c h  1 8 4 8 )  S o c i e t i e s  i n  1834.  
O t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  f o r m  a r e  A d v e n t i s t  (18591,  
F i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  (1844 ,  c h u r c h  b u i l t  1 8 6 4 ) ,  and S t .  
L u k e ' s  C a t h o l i c  ( 1 8 5 0 ) .  S e c u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  f l o u r i s h ,  
i n c l u d i n g  M e c h a n i c s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( 1  8 3 8 ) ,  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  
( 1 8 3 9 ) ,  Odd F e l l o w s  ( 1 8 4 5 ) ,  and Masons ( 1 8 6 6 ) .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  1834 ,  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  
d e v e l  ops  as  t h e  t o w n ' s  c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
f o c u s  w i t h  e x p a n d i n g  and  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t s .  M e a n w h i l e ,  W e s s o n v i l l e  s t a g n a t e s .  I n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  t r a c k s  and e a s t  
o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  w i t h  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  w o r k e r  d i s t r i c t  f o r m i n g  e a s t  o f  
S o u t h  S t r e e t .  The i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  s h i f t s  away f r o m  t h e  o l d  
m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  s o u t h w e s t  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  l e d  b y  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  and  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h e s  (18351 ,  Town ha1 1  ( 1  8421, and  E v a n g e l  i c a l  S o c i e t y  
( 1  8 4 8 ) .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  1  e s s  p r o s p e r o u s  C a t h o l  i c  Church  a n d  
M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  r e m a i n  on M i l k  S t r e e t ,  f a c i n g  t h e  
r a i l  r o a d .  H i g h  i ncome r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on 
C h u r c h  S t r e e t  e x t e n d i n g  n o r t h  f r o m  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  a l s o  o c c u r s  b e t w e e n  H i g h  and Summer S t r e e t s  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  and  i n  t h e  C r o s s  S t r e e t I S c h o o l  S t r e e t  a r e a .  
Commerc ia l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e s  a t  t h e  M i l k  S t r e e t I M a i n  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  w i t h  mu1 t i  - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k s  u n d e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  b y  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 s .  

O u t s i d e  t h e  c e n t e r ,  W e s s o n v i l l e  t a k e s  on an e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n  
( W e s s o n v i l l e  S e m i n a r y ,  1 8 4 0 - 5 2 ;  W i l l  ow P a r k  S e m i n a r y  1 8 6 7 - 7 6 ) .  
N o r t h e a s t  o f  Chauncey Lake ,  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  S t a t e  Reform 
Schoo l  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1848 .  

D. Economic  Base 

The a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  W e s t b o r o u g h  C e n t e r  i n  1 8 3 4  
s t i m u l a t e d  economic  g r o w t h  i n  b o t h  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e c t o r s ,  t h o u g h  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  was e x p e r i e n c e d .  

I m m e d i a t e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  was i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i d e  o f  
t h e  economy. V e r y  soon a f t e r  1 8 3 4  m i l k  began  t o  b e  c o l l e c t e d  and  
s e n t  t o  t h e  B o s t o n  m a r k e t s .  By 1 8 4 0  t h e  Wes tbo rough  M i l k  Company 
was o r g a n i z e d  b y  J.A. F a y e r w e a t h e r ,  a  l o c a l  f a r m e r l s t o r e k e e p e r  who 
c o l l e c t e d  and m a r k e t e d  m i l k  f r o m  l o c a l  f a r m s .  I n  1 8 5 9  t h e  C y r u s  
B r i g h a m  & Co. m i l k  b u s i n e s s  o f  B o s t o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and b y  1890  
was t h e  l a r g e s t  m i l k  b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  c o l l e c t i n g  and  
m a r k e t i n g  m i l k  f r o m  Wes tbo rough  and o t h e r  t owns  i n  e a s t e r n  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  L o c a l  f a r m e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  M i l k  P r o d u c e r s  
c o o p e r a t i v e  i n  1865,  a n d  s e t  up  a  c h e e s e  f a c t o r y  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  1873.  By 1 8 7 5  W e s t b o r o u g h  was s e c o n d  i n  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  i n  
m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n ,  f i f t h  i n  t h e  number o f  a p p l e  t r e e s ,  t h i r t e e n t h  i n  
t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  p o r k  b u t c h e r e d .  An a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  was 
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1 8 3 9  a n d  he1 d  a n n u a l  f a i r s ,  s t i m u l  a t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  
and a i d e d  t h e  exchange o f  u s e f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

M a n u f a c t u r i n g  was i n i t i a l l y  b o o s t e d  b y  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
b o o t  and  shoe i n d u s t r y .  By 1855,  500 p e r s o n s  w e r e  e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  $421,000 w o r t h  o f  b o o t s  and shoes i n  s e v e r a l  1  a r g e  
f a c t o r i e s .  S l e i g h  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d  
s l e i g h s  i n  1 8 4 0  t o  3000  p e r  y e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  1870s  i n  e i g h t  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  S t r a w  and p a l m  1  e a f  h a t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was 
c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  a  f a c t o r y  i n  1863.  By 1 8 7 0  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  shops  
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p r o d u c e d  $ 1 , 1 1 2 , 0 2 0  w o r t h  o f  g o o d s  a n d  e m p l o y e d  more  t h a n  4 3 0  
p e o p l e .  S .  T u r n e r ,  a  W e s t b o r o u g h  man,  d e v e l o p e d  t he  A m e r i c a n  
S t r a w  S e w i n g  M a c h i n e  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  m a n u f a c t o r y  i n  1 8 6 9 .  I t  
s o o n  c l o s e d  a f t e r  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  o f  a  s u p e r i o r  m a c h i n e .  The r a p i d  
g r o w t h  o f  the  town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
t r a d e s  a s  c a r p e n t e r s ,  b u i l d e r s ,  m a s o n s ,  w o o d c u t t e r s ,  a n d  a  
b r i c k y a r d  p r o s p e r e d .  

Two b a n k s  were o r g a n i z e d  i n  W e s t b o r o u g h  by t he  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  and  
c i v i c  l e a d e r :  The F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank i n  1 8 6 4 ,  and  t h e  
W e s t b o r o u g h  S a v i n g s  Bank i n  1 8 6 9 .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  M a j o r i t y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  i n  o r  n e a r  town 
c e n t e r .  S i g n i f i c a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  s p u r t  b e t w e e n  1 8 3 0  a n d  1 8 4 0  c a n  b e  
1  i n k e d  t o  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  1 8 3 4 .  L a s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  
W e s s o n v i l l e  i s  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1 8 3 2  o f  W i l l i a m  W h i t e  House  
(Map1 es  C o t t a g e ) ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i  v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r - h o u s e  ( 1  8 3 5 )  i s  a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  f a c a d e ,  main e n t r a n c e  h a s  a  o n e - s t o r y  p o r c h  on 
D o r i c  c o l u m n s  w i t h  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  e n t r a n c e  i s  
f r a m e d  by p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  a  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  a n d  t r a n s o m .  The r o o f  
i s  h i p p e d  a n d  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  p a n e l l e d  c o r n e r b o a r d s .  

The G . W .  Morse  House  on the  c o r n e r  o f  High a n d  Main S t r e e t s  i s  a n  
e l a b o r a t e  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  gab1  e end  d w e l l  i n g  w i t h  a  
f l u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e  o r  r e c e s s e d  b a y s  b e t w e e n  p a n e l l e d  C o r i n t h i a n  
p i l a s t e r s  . Windows h a v e  hood m i l d s  a n d  a  s i d e  e n t r y  i s  s h e 1  t e r e d  
by a n  I t a l  i a n a t e  c a n o p y .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S e c o n d  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  e r e c t e d  ( 1  8 3 4 )  ; 1 8 3 4  
C a t h o l i c  w o r k e r s  b e g a n  h o l d i n g  s e r v i c e s ;  E v a n g e l i c a l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  
b u i l d s  m e e t i n g h o u s e  on  p r e s e n t  s i t e  ( 1 8 3 4 1 ,  s t r u c t u r e  e n t i r e l y  
r e m o d e l l e d  i n  1 8 6 9 ;  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  e n d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  r u s t i c a t e d  
g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  f l u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i o n  p e d i m e n t e d  b l o c k  
s u p e r i m p o s e d  w h i c h  i s  a l s o  o f  f l u s h b o a r d  w i t h  q u o i n s ,  f o u r  f l u t e d  
D o r i c  c o l  umns on p e d e s t a l  s s u p p o r t  p e d i m e n t e d  b l o c k  , s q u a r e  t o w e r  
w i t h  g u i l l o c h e  p a t t e r n  a n d  q u o i n s ,  e n g a g e d  c o l u m n s  a t  c o r n e r s  o f  
s e c o n d  l e v e l  o f  t o w e r ,  s p i r e .  S e c o n d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s o l d  ( 1 8 3 7 )  
b e c a u s e  t o o  c l o s e  t o  r a i l r o a d  and  c o n g r e g a t i o n  h a d  s p l i t ,  becomes  
" O l d  A r c a d e  B u i l d i n g " ;  U n i t a r i a n s  b u i l d  m e e t i n g  h o u s e  on p r e s e n t  
s i t e  ( 1  8 5 0 ) ,  o n e - s t o r y  Greek R e v i v a l  s t y 1  e ;  1 8 6 7  Wesson T a v e r n s o l d  
becomes  W i l l o w  P a r k  S e m i n a r y ;  t h i r d  o f  p r e s e n t  B a p t i s t  Church  
c o n s t r u c t e d  ( 1 8 6 9 1 ,  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  e n d  w i t h  f l  u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e ,  
c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l  i o n ,  o n i o n  dome; C a t h o l  i c s  buy  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  f o r  s e r v i c e s  i n  1 8 6 9 ;  S t a t e  Reform S c h o o l  f o u n d e d  
( 1 8 4 6 )  on  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  C h a u n c e y  L a k e ,  T h e o d o r e  Lyman c o n t r i b u t i n g  
t o t a l  o f  $ 7 2 , 0 0 0  t o  s c h o o l  o r i g i n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  e r e c t e d  1 8 4 7 - 4 8 ,  
e n l a r g e d  1 8 5 2 ,  b u r n e d  1 8 5 4 ,  r e b u i l  t c a .  1 8 6 0 ,  e a r l y  b u i l  d i n g s  
f o r m e d  a  q u a d r a n g l  e :  t h r e e - s t o r y  h i p p e d  b l o c k  w i t h  f l a n k i n g  
t o w e r s ,  I t a l  i a n a t e  i n  f e e l i n g ,  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  B u i l d i n g  ( 1 8 6 0 ) :  
t h r e e - s t o r y  g a b l e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c u p o l a  a n d  o n e - s t o r y  p o r t i c o  
( s h o w s  a s  h i p p e d  r o o f  i n  1 8 9 5 ) .  
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Commerc ia l  : Second m e e t i n g h o u s e  s o l d  ( 1  8371, c o n v e r t e d  t o  
c o m m e r c i a l  use  as  01 d  A r c a d e  B u i l d i n g  (demo1 i s h e d  1 8 9 1  ) ;  C a b l e s  
B l o c k  known i n  1839  a s  B r i c k  B l o c k ;  E a g l e  B l o c k  ( c a .  1 8 5 5 )  was a  2  
and one h a l f - s t o r y  m a n s a r d  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e ;  p r o p e r  t o  1867,  Wesson 
T a v e r n  f u n c t i o n s  as a  s a n i t a r i u m ;  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank c h a r t e r e d  i n  
1864;  Wes tbo rough  S a v i n g s  Bank i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1869;  1866-76 :  
b r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a p p e a r  i n  town c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  r e m a i n s  o f  m i l l s  t h a t  were  l o c a t e d  i n  
town c e n t e r .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

L o c a l  r o a d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a r e  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 s  and 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o n c r e t e  s i d e w a l k s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  b e g i n s  i n  1873.  
By t h e  e a r l y  1900s  t h e  B o s t o n / A l b a n y  R a i l r o a d  i s  r e r o u t e d  t o  pass  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r .  A t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a  s e t  o f  e l e c t r i c  
r a i l  l i n e s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  r a d i a t e  o u t  t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  N o r t h b o r o u g h ,  M a r l b o r o u g h ,  N o r t h  G r a f t o n ,  and 
H o p k i n t o n ,  p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  e x i s t i n g  m a i n  h i g h w a y s .  The 
B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  l i n e  c r o s s e s  town,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  t u r n p i k e  as f a r  
e a s t  as  W e s s o n v i l l e ,  t h e n  v e e r i n g  s o u t h  and o n t o  a  new e a s t / w e s t  
r o a d b e d  i n t o  S o u t h b o r o u g h .  

B. Popu l  a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  i n i t i a l l y  f r o m  1870-1875  ( + 5 4 1 )  t h e n  r e m a i n s  
s t a b l e  a r o u n d  5200 u n t i l  1895.  I t t h e n  r i s e s  t o  a b o u t  5400 and 
r e m a i n s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l  u n t i l  1910.  From 1910-1915  i t  i n c r e a s e s  
( + 4 7 9 )  t o  5925. I n  1875,  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  496 
I r i s h ,  351 C a n a d i a n s ;  i n  1885,  414 I r i s h ,  78  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  77 
Nova S c o t i a n s ,  67  Mew B r u n s w i c k e r s .  By 1905  t h e r e  a r e  415 I r i s h ,  
1 9 0  Nava S c o t i a n s ,  1 2 0  E n g l i s h ,  62 I t a l i a n s ,  51 F r e n c h  Canad ians ,  
and 51 New B r u n s w i c k e r s .  An E p i s c o p a l  Church  i s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1885 
and a  new Roaman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  i s  b u i l t  i n  1890.  New s e c u l a r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  a p p e a r .  B e s i d e s  t h e  many l o d g e s ,  
documented examp les  i n c l  ude t h e  r e f o r m  C l  ub ( 1  8 7 6 ) ,  H i b e r n i a n s  
( 1 8 7 5 ) ,  K n i g h t s  o f  L a b o r  ( 1 8 8 4 ) ,  Grange ( 1 8 8 5 ) ,  B u s i n e s s  M e n ' s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  (18861,  and B o o t  and Shoe Worke rs  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U n i o n  
( 1 8 9 0 ) .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

E x p a n s i o n  and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  
c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The i n d u s t r i a l  scene  expands  a c r o s s  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  some f a c t o r i e s  
l o c a t e  o n  M i l k  S t r e e t .  Commerc ia l  b l o c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  end o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  s p u r r e d  on i n  p a r t  b y  
d e s t r u c t i v e  f i r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
c l u s t e r  i n c l u d e  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 9 0 )  and P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y  ( 1  9 0 0 ) .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  expand 
a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  and s o u t h w e s t  b o r d e r  o f  t h e  c e n t e r ,  as f a r  as 
B l a k e ,  C h a r l e s ,  and Cedar  S t r e e t s ,  w i t h  1  i n e a r  e x t e n s i o n s  on 
R u g l e s  Road and S o u t h  S t r e e t .  The new, h i g h - i n c o m e  d i s t r i c t  
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s h i f t s  n o r t h  of t h e  c e n t e r  t o  t h e  High S t r e e t  a r e a .  New worker 
hous ing  e x t e n d s  o u t  M i l k  S t r e e t .  Dwell ings a r e  a lmos t  a l l  s i n g l e  
f ami ly  s t r u c t u r e s .  

Ou t s ide  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  S t a t e  Reform School (renamed Lyman Schoo l )  
i s  moved t o  Wessonvi l le  i n  1885,  and t h e  Westborough Insane  
Hosp i t a l  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  former school s i t e .  

Westborough E l e c t r i c  L igh t  Company i s  formed i n  1887. 

D .  Economic Base 

The pe r iod  opened w i t h  g r e a t  p r o s p e r i t y .  The s t r a w  and palm l e a f  
h a t  i n d u s t r y  dominated w i t h  ove r  1000 employees and s a l e s  of more 
than $1,000,000.  Boots and shoe  manufac ture  c o n t i n u e d  s t r o n g  t o  
t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  c e n t u r y  wi th  f o u r  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  
1895,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l a r g e  f a c t o r i e s  of Gould &Walker and George B.  
Bri gham & Sons. In 1895,  50 manufac tur ing  e s t a b l  i shments  e x i s t e d  
i n  16 d i f f e r e n t  i n d u s t r i e s ,  l e d  by c l o t h i n g  and drug m a n u f a c t o r i e s  
w i t h  seven f i r m s  i n  each c a t e g o r y .  I n d u s t r i e s  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  
Westborough d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  manufac ture  of wooden 
boxes ,  t r e l l  i s e s ,  p i ano ,  c a r p e t s ,  narrow f a b r i c s ,  and b i c y c l  e s .  
By 1889 Westborough was n i n t h  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e  v a l u e  of 
manufac ture  goods. However, by 1905 on ly  1 8  manufac tur ing  f i r m s  
remained,  dominated by s t r a w  h a t  and s l e i g h  m a n u f a c t o r i e s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  remained an i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y .  By 1895 i t s  p roduc t s  
ranked i n  t h e  top  e i g h t  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  11 c a t a g o r i e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  milk ( 6 t h ) ,  cabbages ( 5 t h ) ,  c e l e r y  ( 3 r d ) ,  squash ( 4 t h ) .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Devel opment a p p e a r s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  town c e n t e r .  
C l u s t e r  o f  m i d - t o - l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g s  a long High 
S t r e e t  i n c l u d e  popu la r  I t a l  i a n a t e ,  Second Empi r e ,  and Queen Anne 
s t y l e s  and a  major Co lon ia l  Revival example.  Workers c o t t a g e s  
grouped th roughou t  c e n t e r .  Southwest  ( ? )  of town c e n t e r  was 
C h r i s t o p h e r  ( ? )  Whitney house ,  a  2  112 s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  s t r u c t u r e  
w i t h  mansard roof  and c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i n g  pav i l  i o n ,  I t a l  i a n a t e  
porch ,  b r a c k e t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S t a t e  Reform School complex t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
Westborough S t a t e  Hosp i t a l  (1  884)  ; s t a t e  a c q u i r e s  p r o p e r t y  near  
Wessonvi l le  (1885)  and b u i l d s  new reform school  named i n  honor of 
Theodore Lyman, p a t r o n ,  f o u r  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  d o r m i t o r i e s  w i t h  
c o r b e l l e d  b r i c k  work s u r v i v e ;  C a t h o l i c  ( fo rmer  B a p t i s t )  church  
burns  i n  1886. C a t h o l i c s  b u i l d  a  frame Romanesque s t r u c t u r e  t o  
r e p l a c e d  i t  i n  1889; c a .  1870 High School i s  b u i l t :  a  2 and 112 
s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  e a r l i e r  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  a s  an 
e l l ;  1888 b r i c k  f i r e h o u s e ,  t w o - s t o r y  hipped roof  w i t h  tower ;  1898 
E p i s c o p a l i a n s  move from U n i t a r i a n  Church t o  conver t ed  barn  
( m i s s i o n  of S t .  Mark ' s ,  Sou thborough) ;  Colonia l  Revival grew 
b r i c k  1  i b r a r y  w i t h  s t o n e  t r i m  (1908)  by Penn Varney of Lynn. 
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Commercial:  B r i c k  P o s t  O f f i c e  Block ( 1 8 7 0 s )  i s  2  and 1 / 2  s t o r y  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  s l a t e  r o o f ;  c o n t i n u e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  b r i c k  
commercia l  b u i l  d i n g s  t h r o u g h o u t  1 8 8 0 s ;  new Arcade BUil d i n g  (1891 ) 
r e p l a c e s  f o r m e r  mee t inghouse  of  1748 ;  W h i  t n e y  House Hotel  ( 1 8 8 2 )  : 
f o u r - s t o r y  b r i c k  Col o n i a l  Rev iva l  w i  t h  p r o j e c t i n g  end p a v i l  i o n ,  
b a l u s t r a d e ,  b r a c k e t s  ( b u r n e d  1 9 0 7 )  ; 1890s  s t o n e  r a i l  r oad  s t a t i o n  
w i t h  shed  i n t a c t  ha s  b road  h ipped  r o o f  w i t h  f l a r e d  e a v e s ,  dormer ,  
b r a c e s  a t  e a v e s ,  v e r y  R i c h a r d s o n i a n .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  1902 b r i c k  weaving f a c t o r y  i n  town c e n t e r  s u r v i v e s ;  
f rame g a b l e  end m i l l  ( c a .  1 8 2 0 )  i n  P i c a d i l l y  v i c i n i t y .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1 940 )  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes  

By t h e  1920s  s t r e e t  c a r  l i n e s  a r e  abandoned and l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  
improved f o r  u s e  a s  au tomob i l  e  h i  ghways. In 1930-31 , t h e  
Bos ton-Worces te r  T u r n p i k e  i s  r e c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  f o u r - l a n e  highway 
(Rou te  9 ) .  By t h e  mid-1930s,  Route  135  and Route  30  a r e  paved a s  
ma jo r  t ho rough  f a r e s .  

P o p u l a t i o n  r i s e s  and f a l l s  i r r e g u l a r l y ,  showing a  g a i n  of  538 o v e r  
t h e  p e r i o d  t o  a  peak o f  6463 i n  1940 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  change  o c c u r s  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Some r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r s  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  e d g e  o f  t h e  c e n t e r .  A new 
High School ( 1 9 2 5 )  i s  added t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l u s t e r  on Main 
S t r e e t .  The Lyman School  and Westborough S t a t e  Hospi t a l  c o n t i n u e  
e x p a n s i o n .  

D.  Economic Base 

Though t h i s  p e r i o d  saw a  c o n t i n u e d  l o s s  of o l d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  such  a s  t h e  b o o t  and shoe  i n d u s t r y ,  a  number o f  
new f i r m s  a p p e a r e d .  The t e x t i l  e  and c l o t h i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n c r e a s e d  
i t s  domina t i on  o f  Wes tbo rough ' s  i n d u s t r y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
Westborough Underwear Co., begun i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  p e r s i s t e d  and 
employed a b o u t  50 p e r s o n s ;  J .S .  Mason & Sons produced t a p e s .  
b i n d i n g s ,  and narrow f a b r i c s  i n  t h e  Old G . B .  Brigham Boot and Shoe 
F a c t o r y ;  a  c u r t a i n  f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d ;  f e l t  and s t r a w  h a t  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  emp loye r ,  w i t h  
more t h a n  250 employees .  New i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d e d  Bay S t a t e  
A b r a s i v e s ,  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of  g r i n d i n g  w h e e l s ,  r e f a c t o r i e s ,  and 
a b r a s i v e  b r i c k s ,  J.R. Cooper Co., t a n n i n g  and f i n i s h i n g  s h e e p s k i n  
l e a t h e r ,  and two sc r ew  and machine s h o p s .  

D a i r y i n g ,  o r c h a r d s ,  and marke t  c r o p s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  though  t h e  number of  d a i r y  l a n d s  began a  s low 
d e c l i n e  t owards  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  
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E. A r c h i  t e c t u r e  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Town H a l l  ( 1 9 2 9 )  b y  K i l h a m ,  H o p k i n s  & G r e e l y  i s  a  
t w o - s t o r y  f i v e - b a y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 
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