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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984  COMMUNITY: West B r o o k f i e l  d  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

L o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  b o r d e r  o f  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y ,  West 
B r o o k f i e l d  1  i e s  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  a  h i g h ,  uneven  r a n g e  o f  
h i l l s  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  War ren  n o r t h  t o  H a r d w i c k  and B a r r e .  The M i l l  
B r o o k  V a l l e y  and Wickaboag  Pond c u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  town i n  a  n o r t h - s o u t h  d i r e c t i o n .  To t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  v a l l e y  w a l l  
r i s e s  s t e e p l y  t o  e l e v a t i o n s  e x c e e d i n g  1,000 f e e t  above  sea l e v e l ;  
Ragged H i l l ,  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  town,  i s  t h e  
h i g h e s t  peak i n  t h e  r a n g e ,  r i s i n g  t o  1,227 f e e t .  

E a s t  o f  M i l l  B rook  and Wickaboag  Pond, t h e  r i s e  i s  much more  
g r a d u a l .  S e v e r a l  h i l l s  a p p r o a c h  1 ,000 f e e t ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  
l i e s  b e t w e e n  700 and 900 f e e t  above  sea l e v e l .  The v i l l a g e  o f  
West B r o o k f i e l d  o c c u p i e s  a  b r o a d  p l a i n  b e t w e e n  Wickaboag  Pond on 
t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  Quaboag  R i v e r  on t h e  s o u t h ,  and  Coys B r o o k  on t h e  
e a s t .  

The town s t r a d d l e s  t h e  w e s t e r n  edge o f  a  n o r t h - s o u t h  b e l t  o f  
B r o o k f i e l d  s e r i e s  s o i l s .  The w e s t e r n  r a n g e  o f  h i l l s  i s  composed 
l a r g e l y  o f  G l o u c e s t e r  l o a m  and  s t o n y  l oam;  e a s t  o f  M i l l  B r o o k ,  
B r o o k f i e l  d  1  oam and s t o n y  1  oam p r e d o m i n a t e s .  M e r r i m a c  sand  l o a m  
o c c u p i e s  t h e  b r o a d  p l a i n  a r o u n d  t h e  v i l l  age.  Formed a s  a  r e s u l  t 
o f  g l a c i a l  a c t i o n  and d e p o s i t e d  u n d e r  s h a l l o w  m o v i n g  w a t e r ,  t h i s  
s o i l  m a r k s  a  b r o a d  t e r r a c e  o r  d e l t a  d e p o s i t  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge 
o f  t h e  f o r m e r  g l a c i a l  L a k e  B r o o k f i e l d ,  w h i c h  c o v e r e d  t h e  b r o a d  
Quaboag V a l l e y .  These s o i l s  a r e  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  hay  
and g r a s s e s ,  g r a i n s ,  and p o t a t o e s .  Many o f  t h e  h i l l s i d e s  w e r e  
f o r m e r l y  u s e d  f a r  mowing o r  f o r  p e r m a n e n t  p a s t u r e .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

P a r t  i n c l u d e d  i n  o r i g i n a l  1 6 6 0  Quaboag  P l a n t a t i o n  g r a n t ,  
p r o v i s i o n a l l y  e s t a b l  i s h e d  as t o w n s h i p  o f  B r o o k f i e l d  i n  1673.  
I n c l u d e d  i n  e n l a r g e d ,  e i g h t - m i l e - s q u a r e  t o w n s h i p  g r a n t e d  i n  1718.  
I n c o r p o r a t e d  as a  town ,  f r o m  p a r t  o f  B r o o k f i e l d ,  i n  1848 .  

111.  HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

R e s i d e n t i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t y  on t h e  Quaboag R i v e r  
c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  r e p u t e d  m a j o r  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  s i t e  a t  s o u t h  end o f  
Wickaboag Pond, and many o t h e r  l o c a l  s i t e s  l i k e l y .  F i r s t  Eu ropean  
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  a r e a  i n  1 6 6 5  on F o s t e r  H i l l ,  a t t r a c t e d  b y  e x t e n s i v e  
meadows, i n t e r v a l e s ,  and g r a s s l a n d s  c l e a r e d  b y  n a t i v e  b u r n i n g .  
" Q u a b o a g  P l a n t a t i o n "  was d e s t r o y e d  b y  n a t i v e  a t t a c k  i n  1675.  
A l t h o u g h  r e s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  b y  1692,  t h e  town s u f f e r e d  f r o m  
n a t i v e  a t t a c k s  and h a r r a s s m e n t  d u r i n g  Queen A n n e ' s  War, w i t h  1  a s t  
l o c a l  f a t a l  i t y  i n  1710.  Second B r o o k f i e l  d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  1  o c a t e d  on 



F o s t e r  Hil l  i n  1 7 1 6 .  F i r s t  P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  r e l o c a t e d  t o  p l a n  
s o u t h e a s t  o f  Wickaboag  Pond i n  1 7 5 4 .  P r o s p e r o u s ,  d i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  w i t h  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d ,  P o s t  Road v i l l a g e  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r .  C e n t r a l  
v i l l a g e  g r o w t h  i s  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  by 1 8 3 9  W e s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  
c o n n e c t i o n ,  b u t  1  o c a l  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was 
r e l a t i v e l y  m i n o r .  P o p u l a t i o n  d e c l  i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  
t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  l a k e s i d e  c o t t a g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  d i s p e r s e d  
s u b u r b a n  g r o w t h  h a v e  f o l l o w e d .  S i g n i f i c a n t  f u n c t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  1  a n d s c a p e s  r e m a i n ,  a n d  t h e  F e d e r a l  / E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  r e m a i n s  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t .  

IV. CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

Q u a b o a g  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  main  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  a l o n g  F o s t e r  
H i l l  Road-Main S t r e e t - O l d  War ren  Road ,  w i t h  n o r t h e a s t  b r a n c h  on 
N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d  Road. N o r t h e r n  h i g h l a n d  t r a i l  c o n j e c t u r e d  on 
Wigwam Hill  r o a d .  W e s t e r n  t r a i l  t o  Ware R i v e r  V a l l e y  o v e r  
h i g h l a n d s  c o n j e c t u r e d  on Ware R o a d - C u t l e r  Road-Ware Road-Coy Hi l l  
r o a d ,  w i t h  n o r t h w e s t  b r a n c h  on  P i e r c e  Road-Ragged H i l l  
Road-Kennedy Road. 

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

T h i s  a r e a  i n c l u d e d  i n  a  l a r g e r  r e g i o n  known a s  Q u a b o a g ,  well 
w a t e r e d  by t he  r i v e r  o f  t h e  same name,  and  b a s e d  on t h e  word  
" S q u a b a u g , "  r e d  w a t e r  p l a c e .  S e v e r a l  " v i l l a g e s "  w e r e  l o c a t e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  w i t h i n  West B r o o k f i e l d  
Wekabaug /Wickabaug ,  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  pond o f  t h a t  name a n d  t he  
r i v e r .  T h i s  p r o v i d e d  a  b a s e  f o r  l a r g e  a n d  l o n g - t e r m  r e s i d e n c e ,  
whi le  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  were v i s i t e d  by s m a l l  e r  g r o u p s .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

The " v i l l a g e "  o f  Wickabaug  p r o v i d e d  a  b a s e  f o r  g a t h e r i n g  
s e a s o n a l l y  t he  d i s p e r s e d  members  o f  t h e  Q u a b o a g  g r o u p ,  p r i m a r i l y  
f o r  f i s h i n g .  Nea rby  a r e a s  were v i s i t e d  f o r  s e a s o n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e  
a n d  h u n t i n g  by f a m i l i e s  and  t a s k  g r o u p s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1  6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e .  E a s t  West Q u a b o a g  t r a i l  
was i m p r o v e d  a s  r o u t e  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  t o  B r o o k f i e l d  by 1 6 7 3 .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

Few c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  came t o  t h e  g r a n t  p r i o r  t o  K ing  P h i l i p ' s  
War, w h i c h  b r o k e  up t he  new s e t t l e m e n t .  S i x  o r  s e v e n  f a m i l i e s  
w e r e  i n  t he  town when 1 6  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e c e i v e d  l a n d  g r a n t s  i n  
1 6 6 7 .  When t h e  town was  d e s t r o y e d  i n  1 6 7 5 ,  20 h o u s e s  w e r e  
b u r n e d .  Most came f r o m  I p s w i c h  a n d  E s s e x  c o u n t i e s ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
home o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r s .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The a r e a  now West Brookf i e ld  was p a r t  of a  s i x - m i l e  g r a n t  t o  
Ipswich p e t i t i o n e r s  i n  1660. This  g r a n t  preceded by f i v e  y e a r s  
t h e  purchase  from a  Na t ive  American named S h a t t o o c k a u i s .  Actual 
s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  no t  proceed immedia te ly ,  b u t  by 1667,  1 6  famil  i e s  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  l a n d  d i v i s i o n .  F o s t e r ' s  H i l l  was 
chosen a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a l l  h o u s e l o t s ,  near  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
l a r g e  g r a n t .  Each l o t  measured abou t  20 a c r e s  and was 
supplemented by meadow and up1 and g r a n t s ,  i n c l  uding an encl  osed 
f i e l d  of 95 a c r e s  on t h e  p l a i n  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Grants  were t o  be 
l i m i t e d  t o  200 a c r e s  u n t i l  t h e  r e q u i r e d  30-40 f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e d .  

D .  Economic Base 

The Nat ive  popu la t ion  con t inued  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
Contac t  p e r i o d ,  punc tua ted  by i n t e r t r i b a l  w a r f a r e .  C o l o n i a l s  
g a t h e r e d  i n  a  small  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community w i t h  a  modif ied  open 
f i e 1  d system of p r o d u c t i o n .  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

The main e a s t - w e s t  P o s t  Road i s  l a i d  o u t  i n  1753 ( F o s t e r  Hi l l  
Road-Main S t r e e t - 0 1  d Warren Road).  The 01 d n o r t h e a s t  t r a i l  (Nor th  
B r o o k f i e l d  Road) c o n t i n u e s  a s  an i m p o r t a n t  road t o  t h e  Second 
P a r i s h  of B r o o k f i e l d .  T r a i l s  a r e  improved, and o t h e r  roads  a r e  
l a i d  o u t  from t h e  meet inghouse t o  o u t l y i n g  f a r m s t e a d s .  

B .  Popu la t ion  

Rese t t l emen t  a f t e r  K i n g  P h i l i p ' s  War was slowed by f r e q u e n t  
a t t a c k s  d u r i n g  t h e  35-year  p e r i o d  of f r o n t i e r  w a r f a r e  t h a t  ended 
i n  1713. Only one f a m i l y  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s  r e t u r n e d .  This  
p r e c a r i o u s  e x i s t e n c e  l e d  t h e  General Court  t o  r e q u i r e  an e x t e r n a l  
commit tee t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  t o w n ' s  a f f a i r s  d u r i n g  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  
p e r i o d .  In 1698 t h e  famil  i e s  numbered on ly  t w e l v e ,  and were 
augmented s l i g h t l y  by a s s i g n e d  s o l d i e r s .  The town r e c e i v e d  he lp  
from t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government toward a  v i s i t i n g  m i n i s t e r .  The 
number of a d u l t  males i n c r e a s e d  t o  23 i n  1704,  and t o  38 i n  1706. 
Temple (1887)  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  due t o  t h e i r  v a r i o u s  o r i g i n s ,  from 
o l d e r  towns i n  t h e  e a s t  and t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y ,  t h e y  l acked  
t h e  " s o c i a l  u n i t y "  and s o  were slow i n  becoming an independent  
community. By 1717 t h e r e  abou t  100 t axpay ing  households and t h e  
committee d i s s o l v e d  i n  1718. Three y e a r s  e a r l i e r  t h e  town was 
s t a b l e  enough t o  s e t t l e  i t s  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r .  By m i d  c e n t u r y  
p o p u l a t i o n  had grown s u f f i c i e n t  t h roughou t  t h e  l a r g e  g r a n t  t h a t  
t h e  town was subd iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r i s h e s .  In 1765 t h e i r  t o t a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l l e d  1 , 8 1 1 ,  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  coun ty ,  and grew by c a .  
50% t o  2,649 i n  1776,  t o  second i n  t h e  county .  

S e t t l  ement P a t t e r n  

The focus  con t inued  t o  be F o s t e r ' s  H i l l  where t h e  c h i e f  g a r r i s o n  
was l o c a t e d  and where t h e  church s e r v i c e s  were h e l d .  The 
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c o m m i t t e e  r e q u i r e d  c o m p a c t  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  1  i g h t  o f  t h e  r e p e a t e d  
a t t a c k s  on t h e  f r o n t i e r .  O t h e r  g a r r i s o n s  were  l o c a t e d  w e s t  o f  
W ickaboag  Pond, n e a r  t h e  B r o o k f i e l d  b o r d e r  and a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
pond.  

When t h e  town c e a s e d  t o  be  g o v e r n e d  b y  c o m m i t t e e  i n  1718 ,  t h e  
g r a n t  was r e s u r v e y e d  and e x t e n d e d  t o  e i g h t  s q u a r e  m i l e s .  

By m i d  c e n t u r y ,  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  d i s p e r s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a r g e  
g r a n t  so  t h a t  i t  was s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r i s h e s .  The a r e a  now 
West B r o o k f i e l d  r e m a i n e d  a s  f i r s t  p a r i s h  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  
second ,  o r  n o r t h ,  i n  1750 ,  and t h i r d  o r  s o u t h  i n  1754.  The 
m e e t i n g h o u s e  was moved f r o m  i t s  h i l l  t o p  l o c a t i o n  t o  t h e  p l a i n  t o  
t h e  w e s t  i n  1 7 4 9  when n o r t h e r n  r e s i d e n t s  began  a g i t a t i n g  f o r  
i n d e p e n d e n c e .  T h i s  was t h e  g e o g r a p h i c ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
c e n t e r  o f  t h e  town .  

D. Economic  Base 

The f r o n t i e r  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  town s l o w e d  i t s  economic  d e v e l o p m e n t  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  when h o s t i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  ceased,  t h e  
l a r g e  town g rew r a p i d l y  as  t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
c o u n t y .  Good s o i l s ,  w e l l  w a t e r e d ,  made f o r  a  m o d e r a t e  p r o s p e r i t y  
f o r  t h e  t o w n ' s  f a r m e r s .  The t o w n ' s  e a r l i e s t  m i l l s  were  l o c a t e d  
n o r t h  o f  W ickaboag  Pond on  S u c k e r  and M i l l  b r o o k s ,  and t o  t h e  
w e s t e r n  L a m b e r t o n  B r o o k .  The town i s  n o t  r e p o r t e d  f o r  1771,  b u t  
p r o b a b l y  f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  E g a l i t a r i a n  Farm Town c a t e g o r y  o f  P r u i t t .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  F o u r  p e r i o d  houses  a r e  r e c o r d e d :  a  f i v e - b a y  " c a p e " ;  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n s  and a  d o u b l e  house ;  and  
one t w o - s t o r y ,  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  house .  The C o l .  J o s e p h  D w i g h t  House 
i n  t h e  C e n t e r  i s  s a i d  t o  be  t h e  o l d e s t  house  i n  t o w n  ( 1 7 3 1 )  and i s  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f o u r - b a y  s t r u c t u r e .  O r i g i n a l  l y  t h e  b u i l  d i n g  i s  s a i d  t o  
h a v e  been a  l e a n t o .  I t  may h a v e  been a  " t h r e e - q u a r t e r  house ; "  now 
i t  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  r e s t o r e d .  The ca .  1 7 4 0  d w e l l i n g  on  R o u t e  9  (Ware 
Road) i s  t w o  s t o r i e s  and f i v e  bays  w i d e  w i t h  a  h i p p e d  r o o f  and  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  and i s  d e s c r i b e d  a s  h a v i n g  t w o  f r o n t  rooms and a  
k i t c h e n  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  w i d t h  o f  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  house .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  1673,  second  
was b u i l t  i n  1 7 x x .  I t  was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  t h i r d  i n  1755.  

Commerc ia l  : X X X X  T a v e r n  d a t e s  f r o m  t h e  m i  d - 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  moved 
f r o m  i t s  o r i g i n a l  l o c a t i o n  and  a l t e r e d .  Ye O l d e  T a v e r n  was 
s e v e r e l y  damaged b y  f i r e s  i n  1938.  The s h e l l  r e m a i n s  t o d a y .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775-1 8 3 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

C o l o n i a l  r o a d s  and h i g h w a y s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use.  
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B .  Popu la t ion  

A v a i l a b l e  f i g u r e s  cove r  t h e  e n t i r e  town of B r o o k f i e l d ,  u n t i l  t h e  
fo rma t ion  of North Brookf i e ld  i n  1812. The town grew from 1,811 
i n  1776 t o  3,284 i n  1800. The f i g u r e  dropped even b e f o r e  t h e  
d i v i s i o n ,  t o  3,170 i n  1810,  and then t o  2,292 i n  1820,  and 
rebounded t o  2,342 i n  1830. A g r i c u l t u r e  remained t h e  l a r g e s t  
employment, b u t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  number, o n e - t h i r d  of t h e  t o t a l  
r e p o r t e d  i n  1820, were engaged i n  manufac tu r ing .  W i t h i n  t h e  
Congregat ional  Church, t h e  Hal f-Way Covenant was e l  imina ted  i n  
1818,  fo l lowed by a  wave of r e v i v a l s .  Beginning c a .  1800 t h e  town 
was p a r t  of Connec t i cu t  Methodis t  p reach ing  c i r c u i t s ,  and t h e  
group b u i l t  a  meet inghouse on t h e  nor thwes t  bo rde r  i n  1823,  t h e  
f o u r t h  i n  t h e  county .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Dispe r sed ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s ,  and a  
commercial - r e s i  d e n t i a l  v i l l  age develops  a t  t h e  meet inghouse c e n t e r  
a long  t h e  P o s t  Road on t h e  p l a i n  southwest  of Wickaboag Pond. The 
f o u r t h  meet inghouse i s  b u i l t  he re  i n  1795. A Female Seminary i s  
a1 s o  e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  A high-income r e s i d e n t i a l  c l  u s t e r  
develops  around t h e  common a t  t h e  Pos t  Road/North Brookf i e ld  Road 
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  w i t h  v i l l a g e  e x t e n s i o n s  west on t h e  P o s t  Road beyond 
M i l k  S t r e e t ,  no r th  on Wickaboag Valley Road, and e a s t  on F o s t e r ' s  
H i l l  Road t o  Coy 's  Brook. 

Ou t s ide  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  Wesleyan Methodis t  Church i s  b u i l t  near  
t h e  n o r t h w e s t  bo rde r  on Lyon Road. 

D .  Economic Base 

West Brookf i e ld  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  was 
a  p rospe rous  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community w i t h  a  long  t r a d i t i o n  a s  a  
h i g h e r - o r d e r  c e n t e r  i n  wes tern  Worcester  County. 

In t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  small  p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
town ' s  a r e a  was unimproved o r  woodlo t ,  43%, and an a d d i t i o n a l  
7.23% c l a s s e d  a s  unimprovable.  A high p e r c e n t a g e ,  5 .9%, was under 
t i l l a g e ,  wh i l e  n e a r l y  equal amounts of l a n d  were i n  meadow and 
mowing and i n  p a s t u r a g e ,  12.6% and 12 .8%,  a l s o  somewhat h i g h  
f i g u r e s .  Mixed husbandry w i t h  s p e c i a l  emphasis on sheep-  and 
c a t t l e - r a i s i n g  was widely p r a c t i c e d ,  w i t h  much l a n d  devoted t o  
mowing and p a s t u r e .  Wool, h i d e s ,  and meat were impor tan t  animal 
p r o d u c t s ,  a s  were cheese  and b u t t e r ,  produced by every  f a rmer .  
Emphasis i n  l i v e s t o c k - r a i s i n g  s lowly  s h i f t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  decades 
of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a s  sheep ho ld ings  d e c l i n e d  and c a t t l e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  m i l k  cows, i n c r e a s e d .  Indian  corn was t h e  1  ead ing  
c e r e a l  grown, a long  w i t h  r y e ,  o a t s ,  and b a r l e y .  P o t a t o e s  were 
a l s o  widely  c u l t i v a t e d ,  f o l l o w i n g  c l o s e  by behind corn i n  a c r e a g e .  

Most e a r l y  n o n a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  were t i e d  i n  some way t o  
a g r i c u l t u r e .  By 1830,  t h r e e  sawmil l s  and g r i s t m i l l  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  
town, and a  number of  a r t i s a n s  provided  s e r v i c e s  such a s  
b l a c k s m i t h i n g ,  l e a t h e r - m a k i n g ,  c l o t h  f u l l  i n g  and d r e s s i n g ,  and 
woodworking. A p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1798,  and 
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I s a i a h  Thomas produced t h e  f i r s t  newspaper i n  t h e  B r o o k f i e l d s  
t h e r e .  L a t e r  t h e  o f f i c e  a1 s o  p r i n t e d  numerous a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a c t s  
and almanacs.  Shoemaking was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  a r e a  e a r l y  i n  
t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  and was c a r r i e d  on i n  small  shops and i n  t h e  
home on a  " p u t t i n g - o u t "  b a s i s .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  chimney form remains p o p u l a r ,  
b u t  i s  overshadowed by a  s i g n i f i c a n t  double c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  hipped roof  double  chimney p l a n s .  All appear  
t o  be d o u b l e - p i l e .  Of t h e s e ,  t h e  Jobez Upham House (1790)  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  doorway enframed by Doric  p i l a s t e r s  
s u p p o r t i n g  a  s e m i c i r c u l a r  fan1 i g h t  above which i s  a  pedimented 
f r i e z e  capped by a  d e n t i l l e d  pediment.  End chimney and r e a r w a l l  
chimney t y p e s  occur red  i n f r e q u e n t l y .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Between 1792-94, a  f o u r t h  meet inghouse was b u i l t .  
The Female C l a s s i c a l  Seminary,  which opened i n  1825,  was housed i n  
a  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  g a b l e  end s i d e - p a s s a g e  s t r u c t u r e .  

Commercial: Col. F i s h e r ' s  S t o r e  of  ca .  1800, now a  r e s i d e n c e ,  i s  
a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f o u r - b a y ,  double  chimney s t r u c t u r e .  A c a .  1820 b r i c k  
s t o r e  o p e r a t e d  by Amasa Walker was demo1 i s h e d  i n  1859 t o  make way 
f o r  t h e  town h a l l .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The c a .  1820 Merriam P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  now a  
r e s t a u r a n t ,  i s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  hipped roof  double p i l e  ( ? )  
b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e .  The c e n t e r  e n t r y  r e t a i n s  a  f a n l i g h t ,  b u t  f i r s t  
f l o o r  windows have been a1 t e r e d .  Bu i ld ing  was used a s  1  a t e  a s  
1840+ ( ? )  a s  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e .  

VII I .  E A R L Y  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 830-1 870)  

The Western Ra i l road  opened s e r v i c e  i n  1839 through t h e  Quaboag 
River  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  a  depot  sou thwes t  of t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e .  

B .  P o ~ u l  a t i o n  

The popu la t ion  of t h i s  a r e a  of Brookf i e ld  e q u a l l e d  c a .  800 b e f o r e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1840. The f i r s t  a c c u r a t e  f i g u r e ,  f o r  1850,  
e q u a l s  1 ,344.  Growth was p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a p i d  between 1855 and 1860 
when popu la t ion  i n c r e a s e d  from 1 , 3 6 4  t o  1 , 5 4 8 ,  and between 1865 
and 1870,  when i t  reached 1 ,842.  Although t h e  number of fa rmers  
was q u i t e  l a r g e  f o r  a l l  of Brookf i e ld  i n  1840,  t o t a l l i n g  827, i t  
i s  not  known how many of  t h e s e  were i n  t h e  w e s t ;  manufac tur ing  
empl oyment a1 s o  i n c r e a s e d ,  t o  261 , b u t  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  small  e r  
p r o p o r t i o n ,  one q u a r t e r .  Immigrants t o  t h e  town were p r i m a r i l y  
I r i s h ,  b u t  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  was s m a l l ,  12 .5%,  and they  met 
i n f o r m a l l y  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  When s e p a r a t e  s o c i e t i e s  
r e p l a c e d  c i r c u i t s  among t h e  M e t h o d i s t s ,  t h e  f o c i  became Ware and 
Brookf i e ld  mee t ings .  W i t h  r e v i v a l s  i n  t h e  1850s ,  however, t h e  
town formed i t s  own independent  s o c i e t y  (1851)  and b u i l t  a  
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meetinghouse i n  t h e  town c e n t e r .  Ea r ly  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  p r i o r  t o  
1848,  t h e  town e s t a b l i s h e d  a  poor farm. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Expansion of t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  o c c u r s  a f t e r  t h e  1839 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of r a i l  s e r v i c e ,  w i t h  t h e  development of t h e  Cen t ra l  
S t r e e t  between Main S t r e e t  and t h e  depo t .  A t  t h e  head of Cen t ra l  
S t r e e t  a t  Main, t h e  town h a l l  was b u i l t  i n  1859,  and t h i s  a r e a  
developed a s  a  commercial f o c u s .  Cen t ra l  S t r e e t  was developed 
p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  r e s i d e n c e s ,  a1 though some 1  i g h t  i n d u s t r y  l o c a t e d  
nea r  t h e  depot  end. R e s i d e n t i a l  s i d e  s t r e e t s  (High ,  Mechanic) 
were e s t a b l i s h e d  from C e n t r a l ,  and some c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  on 
M i l k  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  wes t .  The 1795 meet inghouse was remodel led i n  
1838,  and t h e  Methodis t  Episcopal  church moved t o  t h e  c e n t e r  i n  
1859. Co t t ages  a r e  b u i l t  n o r t h  of Main S t r e e t  on Co t t age  S t r e e t ,  
n o r t h  of  t h e  cemetery on Wickaboag Valley Road, and n o r t h e a s t  of 
t h e  common on Winker S t r e e t .  

Economic Base 

D u r i n g  t h e  pe r iod  West Brook f i e l  d developed t h e  most p r o d u c t i v e ,  
most p r o s p e r o u s ,  and most commercial a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy of t h e  
B r o o k f i e l d s .  By 1850,  77% of  i t s  l and  was improved, and t h e  
inves tmen t  i n  farm t o o l s  was g r e a t e r  i n  West Brookf i e ld  than  i n  
Brookf ie l  d o r  North Brook f i e l  d .  S h e e p - r a i s i n g  had decl  ined  t h e r e  
more than i n  t h e  o t h e r  towns, b u t  c a t t l e - r a i s i n g  had i n c r e a s e d ;  by 
1850,  West B r o o k f i e l d ' s  f a r m e r s  averaged  n e a r l y  tw ice  a s  many cows 
a s  t h e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  , c o n s e r v a t i v e  Brookf ie l  d f a r m e r s .  West 
B r o o k f i e l d ' s  f a r m e r s  a l s o  c o n c e n t r a t e d  more on Dairy and meat 
p roduc t ion .  Although more than  86,000 g a l l o n s  of milk were s o l d  
a n n u a l l y  by 1865,  t h e  l a r g e  number of cows a l lowed high cheese  
p roduc t ion  a s  w e l l .  Before t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  median number of 
pounds of b u t t e r  produced on West B r o o k f i e l d ' s  farms t o t a l e d  only  
abou t  100,  compared t o  150 i n  Brookf i e ld  and 146 i n  North 
B r o o k f i e l d ,  wh i l e  t h e  median l e v e l  of c h e e s e  produced i n  West 
Brookf i e ld  was 705 pounds, much h i g h e r  than t h e  101 and 106 I b s .  
median l e v e l s  of Brookf ie l  d and North Brookf i e l  d .  These f i g u r e s  
made West Brookf i e ld  an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  s t r o n g  d a i r y  producer  a t  
mid-century  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  county .  

West Brookf ie l  d ' s  manufac tu r ing  and nonagr i cu l  t u r a l  s e c t o r  
i n c r e a s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  two decades b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War, b u t  t h e  
workshops remained re1 a t i v e l y  s m a l l .  Shoemaking was t h e  1  e a d e r ,  
employing 131 men and 1 7  women i n  1855 i n  t h e  p roduc t ion  of 41,000 
p a i r s  of boots  and 20,000 p a i r s  of s h o e s ,  l a r g e l y  f o r  t h e  Southern 
t r a d e .  By 1865 t h e s e  f i g u r e s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  327 men and 27 women 
who produced 300,000 p a i r s  of b o o t s ,  va lued  a t  $905,000,  a  more 
than e l e v e n f o l d  i n c r e a s e  i n  v a l u e  ove r  t h e  p rev ious  decade.  S ix  
boot  and heel manufac tu re r s  e x i s t e d  i n  1870,  and t h e  l a r g e s t ,  G .  
H .  F a l e s ,  employed more than 150. Smal l e r  a r t i s a n - b a s e d  
p roduc t ion  inc luded  h a t s ;  c u r r y i n g ;  s a d d l e s ,  h a r n e s s e s ,  and 
t r u n k s ;  wagons, s l e i g h s ,  and o t h e r  v e h i c l e s ;  c h a i r s  and 
c a b i n e t w a r e ;  axe hand les  and o t h e r  wooden t o o l  p a r t s ;  and 
t i n w a r e .  The p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e  d i d  job work and a  small  type  and 
s t e r e o t y p e  foundry was o p e r a t e d .  A c o r s e t  f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l  i shed  
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d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1860s ,  and by 1875 employed 73 women and g i r l s  and 
seven men. Two m i l k  and cheese  f a c t o r i e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  1860s.  W .  K .  Lewis & Co. of Boston o p e r a t e d  a  condensed m i l k  
f a c t o r y  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  WAr o f f  Dar i s  Road, j u s t  sou th  of t h e  
Quaboag River .  A f t e r  t h e  war,  t h e  f a c t o r y  con t inued  t o  be used 
f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  of condensed m i l k  a s  well  a s  f o r  c h e e s e ,  
b u t t e r ,  and a p p l e  b u t t e r .  The West Brookf i e ld  cheese  f a c t o r y  
o p e r a t e d  on North Brookf i e ld  Road e a s t  of t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  In t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  few c e n t e r  
chimney forms a r e  r e t a i n e d .  Two-story,  double chimney houses ,  
i n c l u d i n g  two d o u b l e - p i l e  p l a n s ,  one of b r i c k ,  s u r v i v e .  Of no te  
i s  a  c a .  1840-55 example,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  double chimney 
house w i t h  a  hipped r o o f .  Q u o i n s ,  p a i r e d  b r a c k e t s  a t  t h e  c o r n i c e ,  
p r o j e c t i n g  window heads w i t h  b r a c k e t s ,  and a  one s t o r y  porch w i t h  
p a i r e d  b r a c k e t s  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  f e a t u r e s .  Four t w o - s t o r y ,  
doubl e -p i1  e ,  end chimney dwell i n g s  a r e  r eco rded .  The predominant 
form i s  t h e  two-s to ry ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  gab1 e  end ,  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p lan .  

Double chimney houses from t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  p e r i o d  d i s p l a y  
I t a l i a n a t e  b r a c k e t s  and c o r n i c e s ,  and s e v e r a l  mansard r o o f s  
s u r v i v e .  The two-s to ry  double chimney Gothic  Revival s t y l e  house 
i s  r eco rded .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : In 1838 t h e  meet inghouse (1 7941, was t u r n e d  a t  
r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  f a c e  t h e  common and moved back one rod .  A porch 
w i t h  f o u r  l a r g e  columns was added. In 1859 t h e  W h i t e f i e l d  United 
Methodis t  church a c q u i r e d  t h e  former  Templeton U n i v e r s a l i s t  church 
and moved i t  t o  West B r o o k f i e l d .  I t  i s  one s t o r y ,  has a  b e l l  
tower w i t h o u t  a  s p i r e .  

A town h a l l  was b u i l t  i n  1859. Three gab le  end schoo lhouses  
s u r v i v e  from t h e  p e r i o d .  

Commercial : A c a .  1852 t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  l e a t h e r  shop,  l a t e r  
hardware s t o r e ,  s u r v i v e s  today a s  a  beauty  shop w i t h  a  20th  
c e n t u r y  a1 uminum s t o r e f r o n t .  

A o n e - s t o r y ,  e i g h t - b a y ,  frame r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  d a t i n g  from t h e  
mid-19th c e n t u r y  s u r v i v e s .  Severa l  of i t s  doors  have t ransoms 
w i t h  f o u r  panes d i s p l a y i n g  Gothic  t r a c i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The W .  K .  Lewis & Co. condensed m i l k  f a c t o r y  ( l a t e r  
Eagle Brand and Borden) ,  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, was a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  two-s to ry  frame I t a l  i a n a t e  d e t a i l e d  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  
cupo la .  The s t r u c t u r e  burned i n  1910. 

IX. L A T E  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 870-191 5 )  

In t h e  1890s ,  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  from Warren a long 
Main-South Main S t r e e t  through t h e  c e n t e r  and e a s t  t o  Spencer .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

The growth t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  end of t h e  l a s t  pe r iod  con t inued  
through 1880 when t h e  t o w n  reached i t s  g r e a t e s t  s i z e ,  1 ,917 .  From 
t h a t  p o i n t  on ,  however, d e c l i n e  was r a p i d ,  t o  1 , 2 8 8  by 1915. 
Immigration remained re1 a t i v e l y  un impor tan t ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  
p e r c e n t a g e  of f o r e i g n - b o r n  w i t h i n  t h e  town was 13.3% i n  1875,  and 
f e l l  t o  11% by 1915. The I r i s h  con t inued  t o  be most numerous, b u t  
fo l lowed by French Canadians ,  small  numbers of Engl i s h ,  a n d  i n  
191 5 ,  a l s o  Po les .  A g r i c u l t u r e  remained i m p o r t a n t ,  empl oying ca .  
150 ,  w h i l e  manufac tu r ing  employment among ma1 e s  dropped by n e a r l y  
40%. The C a t h o l i c s  con t inued  t o  meet i n f o r m a l l y  i n  t h e  town o r  
w i t h  t h e  North B r o o k f i e l d  miss ion  u n t i l  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Sacred 
Hear t  Church i n  1889. The town 's  school  system con t inued  t o  be 
o rgan ized  by d i s t r i c t s .  The P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  was opened i n  1874. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  change took p l a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  where come 
commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a d d i t i o n s  were made, and some 
r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  and p e r i p h e r a l  growth occur red .  The f i f t h  
meet inghouse was b u i l t  i n  1882,  and i n  1889 t h e  Sacred  Hear t  
C a t h o l i c  Church was b u i l t  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of Main S t r e e t  nea r  
Milk S t r e e t .  The Merriam L i b r a r y  (1880)  was b u i l t  on Main S t r e e t  
o p p o s i t e  t h e  town h a l l  a c r o s s  Co t t age  S t r e e t .  A commercial block 
was added i n  1893. The main r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  inc luded  t h e  
e x t e n s i o n  s o u t h  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  Quaboag C o r s e t  Company, 
t h e  West/Cross S t r e e t  a r e a  sou th  of Main a n d  wes t  of Milk,  and t h e  
Lake S t r e e t  a r e a  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

D .  Economic Base 

West Brook f i e 1  d ' s  manufac tu r ing  p roduc t ion  decl  ined  s t e a d i l y  
through t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  prosperous  y e a r s  of t h e  C i v i l  War. This  was l a r g e l y  t h e  
r e s u l t  of a  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  boot  and shoe i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  p roduc t s  of 
which i n  1865 were va lued  a t  $905,000. The d i s r u p t i o n s  of t h e  
C i v i l  War on t h e  Southern  t r a d e  and f a i l e d  c r e d i t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
s e v e r e l y  impacted t h e  i n d u s t r y .  P roduc t ion  s h i f t e d  t o  heavy boo t s  
f o r  t h e  Western t r a d e ,  b u t  d e c l i n e d  a f t e r  t h e  1880s u n t i l  on ly  one 
f a c t o r y ,  Macintosh & Co., remained i n  1895. The Bay S t a t e  C o r s e t  
Co., headquar t e red  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  o p e r a t e d  a  manufactory i n  West 
B r o o k f i e l d  through t h e  p e r i o d ,  employing 175 d u r i n g  i t s  peak i n  
t h e  1880s.  A new t h r e e - s t o r y ,  wood frame f a c t o r y  was e r e c t e d  by 
t h e  company on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  i n  1893. 

Other  f i r m s  and o c c u p a t i o n s  i n c l  uded t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f f i c e ;  ha rness  
and s a d d l e  r e p a i r ;  wagon and s l e i g h  r e p a i r ;  b l a c k s m i t h i n g ;  
c a r p e n t r y  and b u i l d i n g ;  and watch ,  c l o c k ,  and j ewe l ry  r e p a i r .  By 
1905 no manufac tu r ing  was l i s t e d ,  b u t  s e v e r a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  
remained. Popu la t ion  c l  o s e l y  f o l l  owed t h e  economic t r e n d s  i n  West 
Brookf ie l  d .  During t h e  1870s ,  p o p u l a t i o n ,  empl oyment, and 
manufac tur ing  were a t  a  peak. By t h e  mid 1880s ,  a l l  t h r e e  began 
t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a  s t e a d y  d e c l i n e ,  which l a s t e d  u n t i l  World War 11. 
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A g r i c u l t u r e  a l s o  underwent a  number of changes a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  
War. Some d e c l i n e s  i n  t o t a l  farm a v e r a g e ,  number of f a rms ,  and i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  c r o p  c a t e g o r i e s  o c c u r r e d ,  b u t  t hey  were more than  
ba lanced  by t h e  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  impor tance  and v a l u e  of milk 
and o t h e r  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s .  By 1905,  432,000 g a l l o n s  of milk were 
s o l d ,  a  more than 400% i n c r e a s e  ove r  1875,  and n e a r l y  20,000 
q u a r t s  of cream were a l s o  s o l d .  B u t t e r  p roduc t ion  f e l l  t o  9,400 
I b s .  p e r  y e a r  i n  1905,  and c h e e s e ,  once t h e  l e a d i n g  product  of t h e  
d a i r y ,  ceased  t o  be made i n  any s i g n i f i c a n t  amounts by t h e  l a t e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The remaining  c h e e s e  f a c t o r y ,  f o r m e r l y  t h e  W .  K .  
Lewis & Co. condensed milk f a c t o r y ,  was purchased by t h e  Brigham 
M i l k  Co. of Boston and t h e  p roduc t ion  of condensed m i l k  was 
r e i n t r o d u c e d .  The cul t i v a t i o n  of c e r e a l  g r a i n s ,  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  of c o r n ,  began a  s t e a d y  d e c l i n e  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, a s  
d id  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of p o t a t o e s .  

However, t h e  g r e a t e r  impor tance  of d a i r y i n g  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e s  i n  
a c r e a g e  of  mowing l a n d ,  which remained high through t h e  p e r i o d .  
In 1905, 2,700 a c r e s  were i n  mowing and 5,272 i n  permanent 
p a s t u r e ;  i n  1865,  on ly  2,049 a c r e s  were i n  mowing and 4,800 i n  
permanent p a s t u r e .  Poul t r y - r a i s i n g  f o r  eggs and meat and 
o r c h a r d i n g  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y .  

The g r e a t e s t  changes i n  t h e  number and s i z e  of farms occur red  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  In 1865,  211 farms 
c o n t a i n e d  12 ,882 a c r e s ,  a v e r a g i n g  a b o u t  61 a c r e s  per  fa rm;  by 
1895,  98 mixed husbandry farms and 11 d a i r y  farms were r e c o r d e d ,  
and t h e i r  ac reage  s i z e  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  a lmos t  100 a c r e s .  Over 
t h e  nex t  decade d a i r y  farms t r i p l e d  i n  a c r e a g e  and i n c r e a s e d  i n  
number and s i z e  t o  21 farms a v e r a g i n g  154 a c r e s ,  wh i l e  mixed 
husbandry farms d e c l i n e d  i n  number t o  95 and i n  ave rage  ac reage  t o  
51,  a s  t h e i r  t o t a l  a c r e a g e  f e l l  by 50%. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : P r i m a r i l y  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end dwell i n g s  s u r v i v e  
from t h e  p e r i o d ,  both two and t h r e e  bays i n  w i d t h .  One t w o - s t o r y ,  
t h r e e - b a y ,  double  chimney Queen Anne house i s  r eco rded .  Severa l  
somewhat e l a b o r a t e l y  f i n i s h e d  Queen Anne/SEcond Empire houses 
s u r v i v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  one des igned  by W .  D .  P re s ton  of Boston i n  1873 
and s a i d  t o  resemble a  P res ton-des igned  house i n  West Newton. The 
1  l / 2 - s t o r y  d o u b l e - p i l e  house i s  two bays wide w i t h  a  s i d e  e n t r y  
and a  3  1 / 2 - s t o r y  polygonal c o r n e r  tower.  The mansard roof  i s  
covered w i t h  s h i n g l e s .  A c a .  1900 Colonia l  Revival s t y l e  b r i c k  
house ,  two s t o r i e s  h i g h ,  f i v e  bays wide,  w i t h  a  hipped r o o f ,  end 
chimneys and a  d o u b l e - p i l e  p l a n ,  was noted .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : In 1881,  t h e  1794 meet inghouse ( r emode l l ed  1838)  
burned and was r e b u i l t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  Sacred  Hear t  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  Church was e r e c t e d  i n  1889 and i s  a  g a b l e  end Gothic  
Revival s t r u c t u r e  wi th  ang led  b u t t r e s s e s  which c o n t i n u e  t h e  p i t c h  
of t h e  broad roof  and a  s i d e  e n t r a n c e  tower.  

The Merr iam-Gi lber t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  was b u i l t  i n  1880 from a  des ign  
by Joseph R .  R ichards  of Boston. The b u i l d i n g  i s  a  1  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  
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b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e d  e n t r y ,  
b a n d i n g ,  c e n t r a l  d o r m e r  w i t h  d a t e  s t o n e ,  and p a r a p e t  g a b l e  ends.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  The Wickaboag  House opened d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The 
h o t e l  was a  m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e  b a y  d w e l l i n g .  

The D i l l a r d  Edson B l o c k ,  b r i c k ,  was b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 3  as was t h e  
modes t ,  t w o - s t o r y  Conway B l o c k ,  a  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  m e t a l  
s i  d i n g ,  s e v e r a l  s t o r e f r o n t s  ( w e l l  p r e s e r v e d ) ,  and a  d r o p p e d  
b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e .  T h i s  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  been t h e  m a j o r  b u s i n e s s  
b l o c k  i n  town.  A l s o  s u r v i v i n g  i s  a  ca .  1 9 1 0  o n e - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  
s t o r e f r o n t  b u i l  d i n g .  

The t h i r d  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n ,  e r e c t e d  a f t e r  1885 ,  i s  a  l o w ,  
o n e - s t o r y ,  s t o n e ,  h i p p e d  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  b r a c e s  v i s u a l l y  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r o o f .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1  9 4 0 )  

M a i n  S t r e e t  was i m p r o v e d  e a r l y  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  m a i n  B o s t o n  t o  New 
York  a u t o  r o u t e  t h a t  p a s s e s  w e s t  t h r o u g h  War ren  ( R o u t e  5, l a t e r  
R o u t e  2 0 ) .  By t h e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 s ,  Ware Road was i m p r o v e d  as  a  
n o r t h e a s t  r o u t e  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  W i t h  t h e  s h i f t  
o f  R o u t e  2 0  s o u t h ,  c a .  1930,  M a i n  S t r e e t - W a r e  Road became p a r t  o f  
R o u t e  9. The West B r o o k f i e l d - W a r r e n  r o u t e  became p a r t  o f  R o u t e  
19 .  W i t h  t h e  u p g r a d i n g  o f  t h e  N o r t h  B r o o k f i e l d  Road i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  
t h i s  and t h e  R o u t e  1 9  segment  became p a r t  o f  R o u t e  67. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The t o w n ' s  s i z e  r e m a i n e d  a t  ca .  1 ,300 t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
e x p e r i e n c i n g  a  l o w  a t  1,255 i n  1 9 3 0  and a  h i g h  o f  1,387 i n  1940.  
The f o r e i g n - b o r n  d i m i n i s h e d  f u r t h e r  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  t o  7.6% i n  1940.  A  m o d e r a t e  segment ,  16.7%, w e r e  
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r u r a l  t h a t  y e a r .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  change  o c c u r r e d .  The 1882  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  was 
d e s t r o y e d  i n  1938 ,  and n o t  r e p l a c e d  u n t i l  1942.  A  number o f  
c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  on  t h e  s h o r e s  o f  W ickaboag  Pond. 

D. Economic  Base 

I n  t h e  decade '  f o l l o w i n g  W o r l d  War I, West B r o o k f i e l d ' s  economy 
e x p e r i e n c e d  an e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r ,  as s e v e r a l  
w i r e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town .  A t o y  and wooden 
d o l l  f a c t o r y  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  1922,  when i t  was p u r c h a s e d  b y  
t h e  G a n t t  Mfg .  Co., m a k e r s  o f  t e l e p h o n e  c o r d s  and i n s u l a t e d  w i r e  
and c a b l e .  I n  1 9 2 4  t h e y  moved f r o m  t h e i r  Long H i l l  Road s i t e  t o  
t h e  f o r m e r  Grange H a l l  on S o u t h  M a i n  S t r e e t .  The Long  H i l l  Road 
f a c i l i t y  was o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  Varnum Y e a s t  Co., l a t e r  t h e  Cap i  t o 1  
Y e a s t  Co. A s e c o n d  w i r e  f i r m ,  t h e  Wheeldon W i r e  Co., o c c u p i e d  t h e  
f o r m e r  Quaboag  C o r s e t  Co. b u i l d i n g  o n  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  u n t i l  1928,  
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when i t  was p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  Seneca W i r e  Co. S e v e r a l  new 
b u i l  d i n g s  and m a c h i n e r y  i n c r e a s e d  c a p a c i t y  f i v e f o l d  i n  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  t w i s t e d  and  s t r a i  g h t e n e d  w i r e s ,  s o f t  w i r e s  
f o r  s p e c i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  and  h i g h  c a r b o n  s t e e l  w i r e .  The w o r k s  
c l o s e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  d u r i n g  t h e  1930s  and i n  t h e  1940s  w e r e  
a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  S p e n c e r  W i r e  Co. The f o r m e r  Macintosh & Co. 
B o o t  and Shoe F a c t o r y  was u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1920s  and 1930s  b y  a  
c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  and  t h e  Quaboag Co. 
c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t o r y .  The P u r i t a n  B r a i d  Co. p r o d u c e d  shoe l a c e s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  r e m a i n e d  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  economy and  l i f e w a y s  
o f  West B r o o k f i e l d ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  means o f  1  i v e l  i h o o d  t o  
many o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  r e s i d e n t s .  D a i r y i n g  was s t i l l  t h e  l e a d i n g  
a c t i v i t y ,  and  o r c h a r d s  and p o u l  t r y  f a r m s  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  
Wood1 and i n c r e a s e d  a s  m a r g i n a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  l a n d s  w e r e  a l l  owed t o  
become r e f o r e s t e d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : S c a t t e r e d  exampl  es  o f  m o d e s t  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l  e  
h o u s e s  and  b u n g a l o w s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  p e r i o d  h o u s i n g  s t o c k .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The t o r n a d o  o f  1 9 3 8  s e r i o u s l y  damaged t h e  1882  
F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church .  The s t r u c t u r e  was r e b u i l t  i n  1942  
and  i s  now a  1  1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  h i p p e d  r o o f  b l o c k  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  
g a b l e d  w i n g  s h e a t h e d  i n  s h i n g l e s  ( p o s s i b l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  1 8 8 2  
s t r u c t u r e ) ;  a  t o w e r  e n t r y  a n d  l o n g  g a b l e d  e l l  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  
t h e  s h i n g l e d  w i n g  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  1 9 4 2  " c o l o n i a l . "  

C o m m e r c i a l :  A 1 9 1 9  f r a m e  gas s t a t i o n  a p p e a r s  as  a  s i n g l e - s t o r y  
r e c e s s e d  s t o r e f r o n t  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  p a r a p e t  c o r n i c e  and an 
a t t a c h e d  two-bay  g a r a g e .  A l s o  s u r v i v i n g  i s  a  1 9 3 5  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  s t y l  e  c i n d e r b l o c k ,  t h r e e - b a y  gas s t a t i o n .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : 1918  c o n c r e t e  b l o c k  t o y  f a c t o r y .  
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