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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date : September 1  980 Community : Watertown 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Town occupies approx imate ly  4.1 square m i l e s  near the western end o f  the  
Boston Basin.  Most o f  the town i s  s i t u a t e d  on t he  n o r t h  s i de  o f  the  Charles 
R iver ,  though a small area on t he  south s i de  was s e t  o f f  e a r l y  f rom the 
surroundi  ng town o f  Newton. Meet ing House H i  1  1  ( o r i  g i  na l  1  y  Strawberry 
H i l l )  and Whi te ' s  H i l l  a re  the  town's p r i n c i p a l  peaks, d ruml ins  s e t  i n  the  
otherwise r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l  f l o o d  p l a i n  o f  the  Charles R iver .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l  town g r a n t  o f  Massachusetts Bay Col ony i n  1630, w i  t h  much t e r r i  t o r y  
ceded t o  pe r i phe ra l  towns i n c l u d i n g  Wal tham t o  the  west ( 1  720), Cambridge 
t o  the e a s t  (1754), and Belmont t o  t he  n o r t h  (1859) .  Charles R i ve r  remained 
as 17 th  cen tu ry  d i v i s i o n  l i n e  w i t h  Newton except  f o r  the  1636 f i s h w e i r  
grant1 i n e  o f  1636 (Galen S t r e e t  area) on the  south s i de .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

E a r l y  suburban i n d u s t r i a l  town on p r imary  western c o r r i d o r  o f  Boston expansion. 
Located on Charles R i ve r  p l a i n  w i t h  impor tan t  r eg iona l  f o r d / f i s h w e i r  a t  
Watertown Square and documented n a t i v e  s i t e s  a long n o r t h  bank o f  Charles.  
Very e a r l y  Eng l i sh  occupat ion w i t h  d i f f u s e d  se t t l emen t  p a t t e r n  a long  M t .  Atiburn- 
Main S t ree t s  a x i s  d u r i n g  mid-17th cen tu ry ,  i n c l u d i n g  preserved p e r i o d  bu ry i nq  
ground and no tab le  l a t e  F i r s t  Per iod house. Economic focus developed a t  
Watertown Square due t o  m i l  1  s  and b r i dge  d u r i n g  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  w h i l e  c i v i c  
cen te r  remained on Meet ing House H i  11 a t  Belmont-Common S t ree t s .  Dur ing Federal 
per iod ,  Charles River-Mt.  Auburn S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  chosen as s i t e s  o f  suburban 
es ta tes  and U .S. arsenal  --a complex o f  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  b u i l  d ings ex tend ing  
through the C i v i l  and F i r s t  World Wars o f  qua1 i t y  design. Access by r a i l  road 
and s t r e e t c a r  d u r i n g  mid-19th cen tu ry  c rea ted  expansive commercial i n d u s t r i  a1 
cen te r  around Watertown Square w i t h  suburban pe r i od  s t y l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  no tab le  
I t a l i a n a t e ,  S t i c k  and Queen Anne examples, as we l l  as worker ' s  houses, around 
per iphery  o f  town cen te r .  I n d u s t r i a l  f r i n g e  a c t i v i t y  developed around East 
Wa te r t ow  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  a  p ic tu resque r u r a l  cemetery a t  M t .  Auburn 
o f  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  . Impor tan t  mid-19th cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  a1 ong 
Charles River ;  P leasant  S t r e e t  a t  Watertown Square ( H o l l  ingsworth & Whi tney 
paper m i l l s )  and a t  Bemis (Aetna M i l l s ) - - b o t h  o f  Late V i c t o r i a n  design w i t h  
ne ighbor ing  workers '  housing. Pressure o f  i nc reas ing  me t ropo l i t an  suburbaniza- 
t i o n  d u r i n g  e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  prompted development o f  n e a r l y  a1 1 remain ing 
open land .  Expansion o f  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  up Common S t r e e t  t o  
Meet ing House H i l l  i n c l u d i n g  range o f  ex tens ive  two- fami ly  subd i v i s i ons  
a long  M t .  Auburn, Main and Belmont S t r e e t  t r o l l  ey rou tes  by mid-20th cen tu ry .  
Charles R i ve r  remained an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  / i n d u s t r i a l  c o r r i d o r  d u r i n g  E a r l y  
Modern per iod .  Notable examples i nc l ude  : Perk ins I n s t i t u t e  a t  R ivers ide  w i t h  
1  andmark Goth ic  Revival  tower; Stan1 ey SteamerIBachrach Photography f a c t o r y  
a t  Nonantum ( e a r l y  concre te  des ign) ;  and Quincy Market Storage a t  Bemis ( l a t e  
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A r t  Deco s t y l e ) .  Watertown Square r e t a i n s  urban sca le  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  V i c t o r i a n  
and Neo-Classic b locks,  w h i l e  r e t a i l  sec t ions  o f  M t .  Auburn and Main S t ree t s  o 
r e t a i n  E a r l y  Modern gas s t a t i o n s  and d ine rs .  Present pressure o f  development 
most e v i d e n t  a1 ong Charles R i v e r - r a i l  road a x i s  w i t h  l a r g e  sca le  shopping 
complexes t h a t  t h rea ten  h i s t o r i c  i n d u s t r i a l  f a b r i c .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A.  T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

Ford across Charles R i ve r  near Galen S t r e e t  b r i dge  was an impor tan t  focus 
of r eg iona l  t r a i l s .  Documented East/West t r a i l  t o  f o r d  s i t e  f o l l owed  M t .  Auburn- 
Main S t ree t s  f rom Cambridge f i s h i  ng grounds a1 ong no r ths ide  o f  r i v e r  t o  western 
i n t e r i o r  as "Connect icut  Path".  A secondary r o u t e  from Fresh Pond fo l lowed 
East/West over  Meet ing House Hi1 1 as Belmont S t ree t ,  w i t h  con jec tu red  1 i n k  t o  
f o r d  a long  Orchard-Common S t ree t s .  Poss ib le  r ou tes  a1 ong r i v e r  f rom f o r d  
appear as fragments o f  R ivers ide ,  and Walnut-Cool idge  S t ree t s  t o  eas t  and 
Waltham S t r e e t  t o  west. Routes on south s i de  from f o r d  were Galen and F i f t h -  
Jackson S t r e e t s  t o  Newton. 

B .  Set t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

Whi le no p e r i o d  s i t e s  have been archaeolog ica l  l y  documented, some a re  known 
from documentary sources; e s p e c i a l l y  on n o r t h  s i de  o f  Charles on b l u f f s  around 
Perk ins I n s t i t u t e .  Other u n s p e c i f i c  s i t e s  a l l  a long  Charles and near Sawins 
pond. 

Subsistence Pa t t e rn  : 

An impo r tan t  area f o r  access t o  seasonal f i s h  runs i n  Charles.  Known we i r  
j u s t  south o f  Watertown Square. 

D. Observat ions : 

Area p robab ly  had a l a r g e  seasonal popu la t ion ,  depending on when f i s h  spawned. 
Access t o  coas t  a l s o  made t h i s  a  l i k e l y  area f o r  native-European t r a d i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  p r i o r  t o  c o l o n i a l  se t t lement .  

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: - 

Nat ive  t r a i  1 s  incorpora ted  as highways w i t h  p r imary  EastIWest r o u t e  t o  
Connect icut  a long  M t .  Auburn-Main S t ree t s .  Br idge  across Charles a t  Galen S t r e e t  
fo rd  by 1642. Town g r a n t  d i v i s i o n  highways o f  1630s su rv i ve  as s e r i e s  o f  
North/South l i n k s  between M t .  Auburn and Belmont S t ree t s  i n c l u d i n g  G r o ~ e ,  School, 
Common and Lex ington S t ree t s .  Warren S t r e e t  was i n t e r i o r  highway o f  1638 Town 
P l o t .  
B. Popu la t i on  
The o l d  town o f  Watertown ( i  nc l  u d i  nq Wal tham and Weston) was s e t t l e d  by 100 
f am i l i es .  By the  1650s t h i s  f igu reUhad grown t o  160 f a m i l i e s .  
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C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

V I .  

Watertown i s  impo r tan t  as e a r l y  example o f  the F a s t  Angl i a n  d ispersed 
se t t lement  system. There was no p rec i se  town cen te r ,  a  r e s u l t  o f  the  d i v i s i o n  
between economic focus a t  Charles R i ve r  f o r d  s i t e  (Watertown Square) and 
c i v i c  cen te r  a long  M t .  Auburn S t r e e t .  I n i t i a l  se t t l emen t  was a t  Oldham farm 
i n  1630 (Perk ins  I n s t i  tu te- - "Dorchester  F i e l d s " )  a long  Charles R iver ,  s h i f t e d  
t o  Ge r r y ' s  Landing a t  M t .  Auburn/Elmwood/Fresh Pond Parkway (now Cambridge) by 
1631 w i t h  f i r s t  meet ing house. Set t lement  o f  western lands prompted r e l o c a t i o n  
o f  meet ing house t o  M t .  Auburn and A r l i n g t o n  S t r e e t s  i n  1635 w i t h  bu ry i ng  
ground o f  1642 s u r v i v i n g .  A t  same t ime, f o r d  s i t e  a t  Watertown Square became 
impor tan t  i n  1630sdue t o  b r idge ,  f i s h  w e i r  and corn  m i l l  r e s u l t i n g  i n  Town 
P l o t  d i v i s i o n  o f  1638 (Mai n-Lexi  ngton-Belmont-Warren S t r e e t s )  . Became the  
pr imary cen te r  o f  house l o t s  w i t h i n  town. 

D. Economic Base : 

La rge l y  a g r i c u l  t u r e  and graz ing,  supplemented by f i s h i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  bass, 
shad, a lewives,  and smel t .  A  town we i r  was l o c a t e d  near the p resen t  Galen 
S t r e e t  Br idge .  The e a r l  j e s t  m i l l  was Mayhew's, b u i l t  i n  1634. The m i l l  was 
l o c a t e d  ad jacen t  t o  the M i l l  B r idge  (Galen S t r e e t )  and f ed  by a  s h o r t  power 
canal ( l a t e r  " M i l l  Creek") f rom a  stone dam a  few hundred yards upstream. 

COLONIAL PERIOD (1676 - 1776) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

Highway system remained f rom 17 th  cen tu ry  w i t h  p r imary  a x i s  a long  M t .  Auburn- 
Main S t ree t s  and improvement o f  Charles R i ve r  b r i dge  i n  e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  
( i n t a c t  t o  1906).  

B. Popu la t ion :  

No f i g u r e s  e x i s t  f o r  the  e a r l y  Co lon ia l  per iod ,  though by 1765, 11 7  f am i l  i e s  
had s e t t l e d  i n  Watertown proper  (693 persons) .  The number o f  houses i n  t he  
town was l i s t e d  as 103. 

C .  Set t lement  Pa t te rns  : 

Town remained d i v i d e d  between an economic cen te r  a t  Watertown Square and 
c i v i c  cen te r  on M t .  Auburn-Belmont S t r e e t s .  Meetinghouse i s  r e l oca ted  west t o  
Belmont and Common S t r e e t s  (Meet ing House H i l l )  i n  1695, and again t o  M t .  Auburn 
and Common S t r e e t s  about 1760 w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  Common S t r e e t  bu ry i ng  ground. 

D.  Economic Base: 

Predominant ly a g r i c u l t u r e  and graz ing,  though by 1700 the  number o f  c a t t l e  
had dec l i ned  t o  about ha1 f the 1650 f i g u r e .  The community tu rned  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
t o  sheep r a i s i n g .  A  number o f  farmers sen t  vegetables t o  Boston by c a r t  o r  
r i v e r  barge, and t imber  was sen t  t o  sh ipyards a t  Medford and e l  sewhere. 

E . Arch i  t ec  t u r e  : 

Res iden t ia l  : For a  town o f  cons iderab le  prominence i n  the 17 th  and 18 th  
cen tu r i es ,  Watertown has very  few e x t a n t  e a r l y  s t r u c t u r e s .  The Abraham Browne 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Watertown



House ( c .  1698) i s  the  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  F i r s t  p e r i o d  house, w h i l e  the h i p  
r oo fed  cen te r  chimney Fowle House, d a t i n g  from the  mid-18th century ,  i s  one 
o f  the  few s u r v i v i n g  pe r i od  examples. Commercial, I n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  I n d u s t r i a l  : 
no known s t r u c t u r e s  ex tan t .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1776 - 1830) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Improvement o f  East/West a x i s  f rom Boston across Char1 es wi t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  l o c a l  t u rnp i kes  i n  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry  (Arsenal and North S t r e e t s )  focus ing  
a t  Watertown Square. Other p e r i o d  roads f rom town cen te r  i n c l  ude Spr ing  and 
P l  easant S t ree t s .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

Moderate popu la t i on  growth f rom 1,057 i n  1776 t o  1,641 i n  1830. P r i n c i p a l  
r i s e  occurs between 1790 and 181 0, p o s s i b l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  new i n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i  v i  ty around M i  1  1  Creek. 

C .  Set t lement  Pa t te rns  : 

D i v i s i o n  between c i v i c  and economic a c t i v i t i e s  was p a r t l y  reso lved  as 
pr imary town cen te r  emerged a t  Watertown Sq.  during e a r l y  19th century. Charles River 
developed as an i n d u s t r i a l  f r i n g e  be1 t w i t h  m i l l  s i t e s  a t  Watertown Square 
and Bemi s  (Br idge  S t r e e t )  and U .S. Arsenal on Boston Turnpi  ke (181 6)  . I n  
con t ras t ,  h i  11 v i s t a s  a t t r a c t e d  a f f l  uent  Boston suburban es ta tes  w i t h  Oak1 ey 
(now count ry  c l u b  s i t e )  and Gore Place ( i n t a c t )  as impor tan t  area examples. 
Local r e s i d e n t i a l  area emerged on Main S t r e e t  west o f  square. 

D. Economic Base: 

G r i s t  m i l  1  es tab l i shed  by 1778 a t  Br idge  S t ree t ,  a f te rwards  expanding under 
Seth Bemis w i t h  m i l l s  on bo th  s ides  o f  the  r i v e r .  Bemis in t roduced e a r l y  
c o t t o n  sp inn ing  by machinery (1803) ; f i r s t  U.S. manufacture o f  c o t t o n  duck f o r  
s a i l s  d u r i n g  Embargo (1807);  f i r s t  recorded use of coal  gas i n  America i n  h i s  m i l l  
(1812-13) ; and unusual " ro l l ing  dam" (1822). 
A t  Gal en and Pleasant  S t ree t s ,  c o n t i  nous expansion; by 1800, severa l  m i l  1  s  
s t r add led  power canal ( " M i l  1  Creek") ad jacen t  t o  b r i dge  manufactur ing paper, 
dyes, medicines, soap and candles.  James Robbins ' soap and candle f a c t o r y  
appears t o  have l a i d  the  foundat ion  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t he  mid and 
l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  soap and s ta r ch  works. By 1829 A. Lewando had es tab l i shed  a  
dye house a t  Galen and Pleasant S t r e e t s .  

The p e r i o d  saw the  a r r i v a l  o,f t e x t i l e  workers f rom the  Eng l i sh  Midlands. 
Benjamin Fewkes es tab l  i shed s h o r t  1  i v e d  New England Lace Factory  (1820-23) , and 
t o  compete w i t h  Nott ingham 1  ace, in t roduced f i r s t  1  ace making machines i n  U .S. 

Watertown, as the head o f  nav iga t i on  on the Charles, was r e a d i l y  access ib le  t o  
barges and schooners, one reason f o r  the  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  
p lace.  The Watertown Arsenal was re l oca ted  here f rom Charlestown f o r  t h i s  
reason. 
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A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

Res iden t ia l  : A few t w i n  r e a r  w a l l  chimney houses of the pe r i od  su rv i ve  , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t he  neighborhood j u s t  south o f  Route 20. S u r v i v i n g  Federal 
p e r i o d  houses a r e  r a r e .  Though i t  burned i n  1927, Oakley, Ha r r i son  Gray 
O t i s '  coun t r y  house designed by Charles Bu l f inch ,  once s tood i n  Watertown. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : Alexander P a r r i  s  designed the  o r i g i n a l  Federal b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e s  compr is ing t he  Watertown Arsenal,  es tab l i shed  i n  1816. Commercial, I n s t i -  
tut ional  : no known s t r u c t u r e s  e x t a n t .  

V I I I  . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A .  T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Continued improvement of Boston connect ions w i t h  branch r a i l r o a d  f rom 
Cambridge a long  Charles R i ve r  p l a i n  t o  Arsenal and Watertown Square i n  1847 
( i n  p a r t  abandoned), and e a r l y  horse r a i l w a y  r o u t e  from Cambridge t o  Watertown 
on M t .  Auburn S t r e e t  i n  1857. 

Popul a t i o n  : 

Popu la t ion  rose from 1  ,641 t o  4,326 i n  1870, doubl i ng i n  the 25 years between 
1830 and 1855. O f  t h e  popu la t i on  i n  1865, I r i s h  immigrants represented nea r l y  
a  q u a r t e r .  

C.  Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

Watertown Square cont inued t o  develop as major  commercial cen te r  w i t h  
suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  on M t  . Auburn-Common S t r e e t s  ( though c u t  o f f  
f rom cen te r  by r a i l  road)  . East  Watertown became s i t e  f o r  Boston area f r i n g e  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  M t .  Auburn and Ca tho l i c  cemeter ies,  and i n d u s t r i a l  
development a long  r a i l r o a d  near Arsenal.  Workers' neighborhoods emerged around 
Watertown Sg;Riverside, as w e l l  as East  Watertown and Bemis. 

D. Economic Base: 

By 1832, Bemis's s a t i n e t  and c o t t o n  duck fac to ry ,  the  l a r g e s t  f a c t o r y  i n  town, 
produc ing $1 12,500 worth o f  goods annua l l y .  By 1837, the  c o t t o n  m i l l  on t he  
n o r t h  s i de  f u rn i shed  t h e  warp f o r  s a t i n e t  made i n  the  m i l l  on the south (Newton) 
s ide .  Purchased by the  Aetna M i l l s  30 years l a t e r ,  t he  complex switched t o  
produc ing f i n e  woolens and worsteds, en joy ing  a  l o n g  pe r i od  o f  p r o s p e r i t y .  
Another prosperous m i l l  i n  t he  1830s was the  May paper m i l l ,  a  few years l a t e r  
bought o u t  by one o f  May's employees, Leonard Whitney. The i n v e n t i o n  here i n  
1857 o f  a  bag making machine r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  the  packaging i n d u s t r y  and brouqht  
new p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  f i r m .  With a  new pa r tne r ,  E.A. Ho l l i ngswor th ,  the f i r m  
expanded d rama t i ca l l y ,  and much o f  the  p resen t  complex on Pleasant S t r e e t  dates 
t o  t h i s  1867 per iod .  

Ready-made s h i r t s ,  f i r s t  i n t roduced i n  New York i n  1832, were be ing produced 
i n  Watertown very  s h o r t l y  a f te rward ,  l a r g e l y  as a  home i n d u s t r y .  I n  1848, C.F. 
Hathaway entered the  business and i t  was p robab ly  n o t  l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  sewing 
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machines and f a c t o r y  p roduc t ion  were in t roduced.  The "Hathaway s h i r t "  became 
w ide l y  known throughout  New England. Associated w i t h  h i s  s h i r t  f a c t o r y  
Hathaway b u i l t  what l a t e r  became the  Me t ropo l i t an  Laundry, a  necess i t y  i n  the  
manufacture o f  wh i t e  s h i r t s  and operated as p a r t  o f  the s h i r t  f a c t o r y .  
Simultaneously,  about 1845, i s  t he  f i r s t  evidence o f  a  s ta r ch  f a c t o r y ,  an 
i n d u s t r y  which l a t e r  grew t o  cons iderab le  p ropo r t i ons .  

Thomas Dalby, an Eng l i sh  weaver f rom Le i ces te r ,  a r r i v e d  i n  Watertown du r i ng  
t h i s  per iod ,  and as business prospered b u i l t  the  p resen t  frame f a c t o r y  on 
Morse S t r e e t .  

The U.S. Arsenal d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  gained a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  t he  development o f  
c a s t  i r o n  guns, and under Thomas J. Rodman, a  p ioneer  i n  metal 1  urgy, developed 
the  Rodman Cast ing Process and the  Rodman seacoast gun. When the  f i r s t  news o f  
the C i v i l  War was known, Rodman, as commanding o f f i c e r ,  con t rac ted  o u t  cannon 
b a l l  s  and s h e l l s  t o  M i l e s  P r a t t ,  then a  s tove founder w i t h  foundry and wharves 
on Galen S t r e e t  a t  the  r i v e r .  The P r a t t  Co. was a l s o  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  the f i r s t  
e f f e c t i v e  coal  and combinat ion coal/wood s toves.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A  number o f  s imple Greek Revival  and I t a l i a n a t e  houses were 
cons t ruc ted  around Watertown Square and south o f  Route 20. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Several b u i l d i n g s ,  i n c l  ud ing Commandant's Quar te rs ,  con- 
s t r u c t e d  a t  Arsenal d u r i n g  C i  v i  1  War. 

Commercial : A  3 -s to r y  b r i c k  commercial b l ock  and a  commercial ho te l  were 
cons t ruc ted  a t  Watertown Square: no known e x t a n t  s t r u c t u r e s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

R a i l  system and roads remained f rom mid-19th cen tu ry  w i t h  f u r t h e r  extens ion 
o f  s t r ee t ca r  r ou tes  from Cambridge a long  Belmont S t r e e t  t o  Wal tham a long  Main 
S t r e e t  and t o  Newton a long  Galen S t r e e t  w i t h  T r o l l e y  rou tes  focused upon 
Watertown Square. O r i g i n a l  s t r e e t c a r  y a r d  surv ived  a t  Water S t r e e t .  

B . Populat ion : 

Popu la t ion  rose from 4,326 i n  1870 t o  16,515 a t  t he  end o f  the per iod .  The 
popu la t i on  doubled i n  t h e  30 years between 1870 and 1900; i t  near1 y doubled 
again i n  the  nex t  f i f t e e n  as s t r e e t  r a i l w a y s  and the  complet ion o f  t he  subway 
t o  Cambridge made suburban 1  i f e  a t t r a c t i v e .  The I r i  sh s t i l l  predomi nated among 
the  f o r e i g n  born popu la t ion ,  though by 1905 subs tan t i a l  numbers had a l s o  
a r r i v e d  f rom I t a l y .  East Watertown's Armenian popu la t i on  developed a1 ong w i t h  
t he  Hood Rubber Company beginn ing i n  t he  1  a t e  1890 's .  A f t e r  the  Adana Massacre 
i n  1909 immigrants f rom a l l  p a r t s  o f  Armenia began t o  s e t t l e  i n  Watertown. 

Set t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

Extens ion o f  t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  f rom Boston prompted f u r t h e r  development o f  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  a1 ong M t .  Auburn-Main S t ree ts ;  s i m i l a r  e f f e c t  on Galen S t r e e t  
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(Newton). A f f l u e n t  suburban area extended up Walnut and Common S t r e e t  h i 1  1s 
w i t h  worker ' s  d i s t r i c t  around GalenIBemis S t ree t ,  and East Watertown. I n d u s t r i a l  
a c t i v i t y  cont inued t o  expand a1 ong r a i l  road r i v e r  a x i s .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Th is  pe r i od  witnessed the major expansion and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  most o f  Water- 
town's  19 th  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i e s .  The Ho l l i ngswor th  and Whitney paper m i l l s  won 
major  awards f o r  qua1 i ty  papers ; Lewando ' s French Dyehg and C l  eansi  ng Establ  i sh- 
ment, under new ownership i n  the 1870s, exper ienced unprecedented expansion as 
new equipment--produced by Watertown's own Empire Laundry Machinery Co.-- 
d r a m a t i c a l l y  increased the  q u a n t i t y  o f  laundry  and c l ean ing  the company cou ld  
hand1 e . The Metropol  i tan  Laundry exper ienced a s im i  1  a r  p r o s p e r i t y  w i t h  equip-  
ment f rom t h e  same f i r m .  Starch and soap works expanded--among them Warren 
Soap Mfg . ("Warren Standard Soaps") , whose products  were known nat ionwide,  and 
the  Barker  and C rys ta l  Spr ings s t a r c h  f a c t o r i e s .  

By the  187Os, Watertown had become the  cen te r  o f  a  t h r i v i n g  c a t t l e  t rade .  
The Union Market Stockyards were repo r ted  " the  l a r g e s t  i n  the  coun t ry  i n  the 
vo l  ume o f  animals expor ted from the  p o r t  o f  Boston" (Hodges, p  .116) . A f t e r  
feeding,  the c a t t l e  were shipped across t he  r i v e r  t o  the  B r i g h t o n  slaughterhouse 
o r  e l s e  shipped on t he  hoof  t o  England. 

S t e r l i n g  E l l i o t t  e rec ted  a b i c y c l e  f a c t o r y  i n  1882 on the  south s ide ,  f o u r  
years 1 a t e r  i n v e n t i n g  the quadr icyc le ,  d i r e c t l y  r espons ib l e  f o r  automobi le s tee r -  
i n g  mechanisms. I n  1894, E l l i o t t  b u i l t  the f i r s t  b i c y c l e  w i t h  i n f l a t a b l e  t i r e s .  
Three years l a t e r  he s o l d  o u t  t o  the S tan ley  Bro thers  who began manufactur ing 
photographic d r y  p l a t e s .  I n  t h i s  f a c t o r y  i n  1897 they produced t he  f i r s t  steam 
car ,  1  a t e r  b u i l d i n g  a r e i n f o r c e d  concrete f a c t o r y  f o r  the  purpose, be1 ieved t o  
be the f i r s t  such concre te  s t r u c t u r e  i n  New England. I n  the  years preceeding 
World War I ,  the  business prospered, though the  business was s o l d  i n  1918. 

Dur ing most o f  t h i s  per iod ,  the  Aetna woo l len  m i  11 s  were the  1 a rges t  manu- 
f a c t u r e r  i n  the town ( i n  1865 producing $938,000 wor th  o f  goods) and most o f  
the  ex tens ive  b r i c k  m i l l s  now on t he  s i t e  date f rom t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y .  
Th is  supremacy was chal lenged a t  the  very  end o f  t he  p e r i o d  by the  Hood Rubber 
Company, founded i n  1896 i n  Watertown. By 1920, the company employed 10,000 
persons. 

Dur ing the  pos t  C i v i l  War per iod ,  t he  U .S. Arsenal achieved cons iderable 
fame f o r  r e s o l v i n g  the ques t i on  o f  s t e e l  use i n  cannon making. The Emery Tes t ing  
Machine, designed by A.H. Emery i n  1875, was i n s t a l l e d  i n  B u i l d i n g  71 i n  1881, 
and between then and 1917 made over t h ree  thousand t e s t s  on m a t e r i a l s  per  year .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : Many h i g h s t y l e ,  a r c h i  tec t -des igned  houses i n  t he  Second Empire, 
Queen Anne, and Co lon ia l  Revival  s t y l e s  were b u i l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the neighbor- 
hoods j u s t  n o r t h  and e a s t  o f  Watertown Square. Older  neighborhoods n o r t h  and 
south o f  the  Square, and south o f  Route 20, f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  s imp le r  I t a l i a n a t e ,  
mansard, Queen Anne, and Co lon ia l  Revival  co t tages  and houses, i n c l  ud ing  some 
double and two-fami 1  y houses. Several i so l  a  t e d  groupings i nc l  ude a we1 1 
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preserved c l u s t e r  o f  workers ' houses j u s t  west o f  M t .  Auburn Cemetery as we1 1  
as one ou ts tand ing  I t a l i a n a t e  house on Grove S t r e e t  and two w e l l  developed 
S t i c k  S t y l e  houses, one on Galen S t r e e t  and the  o t h e r  on Belmont S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  Pub1 i c  L i b r a r y  (Shaw and Hunnewell , 1882) 
and Town H a l l  b u i l t  a long w i t h  n e a r l y  a l l  e x t a n t  churches a t  t he  town cen te r .  
Several schools cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  s t y l e  and the  Perk ins 
School moved t o  t h e i r  Co l l  e g i a t e  Goth ic  Campus (1 91 2 )  . Jacobethan High School 
(Char les Brigham, 1914; now East J r .  H igh)  a l s o  b u i l t .  

Commercial: Many o f  the  major  commercial s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Watertown Square 
were cons t ruc ted  i n  t h i s  per iod ,  f rom t h e  e a r l i e s t  ex tan t ,  the  Romanesque 
Revival  O t i s  B u i l d i n g  (A.W. Haynes, 1889) t o  an ou ts tand ing  groupin!! o f  Beaux 
A r t s  bank b u i l d i n g s ,  a l l  r i s i n g  t o  3  s t o r i e s .  

I n d u s t r y :  Aetna M i l l s ,  Lewando's Cleaners, and Hood Rubber Company b u i l d i n g s  
were b u i l  t i n  t h i s  per iod ,  a l l  o f  b r i c k .  The Aetna M i l  1  s  company s t i l l  s tands. 
Hol 1  i ngsworth and Whi tney  and Stan1 ey Motor Carr iage Company complexes a1 so 
a re  e x t a n t .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

19 th  cen tu ry  r a i l  and t r o l l e y  rou tes  remained through mid 20th cen tu ry .  
Improvement o f  l o c a l  roads i n t o  autohighways, i n c l u d i n g  East/West U.S.  Route 20 
(Main-North S t r e e t s )  and l o c a l  Route 16 ( Watertown-Mt . Auburn S t r e e t s )  . 
O r i g i n a l  e a r l y  t r a f f i c  b l  i n k e r  a t  Wal n u t  S t r e e t  Metropol  i tan  D i s t r i c t  Commission 
parkways cons t ruc ted  a1 ong Charl es R i ve r  i n 1930s i n c l  ude Charl es R iver  Road 
and Nonantum Road w i t h  o r i g i n a l  p e r i o d  l i g h t p o s t s .  

B. Populat ion:  

The growth encouraged by suburban growth and new i n d u s t r y  cont inued u n t i  1  
1930 when i t  dropped t o  n e g l i g i b l e  p ropo r t i ons  w i t h  the  advent o f  t he  depression. 
Numerous I t a l  i a n  and Armenian-born fami 1  i e s  s e t t l e d  i n  Watertown du r i ng  the  
f i r s t  decade o f  t h i s  per iod .  The popu la t i on  reached 34,913 i n  1930. I t  was 
n o t  f a r  above t h a t  f i g u r e  i n  1975. 

C .  Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn :  

Near ly  e n t i  r e  area developed f o r  e i t h e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  . 
Suburban subd i v i s i ons  comple te ly  encompassed Meet ing House and Whi tney  Hi1 1  s  
w i t h  a f f l u e n t  a x i s  a long  Common S t r e e t  and two f a m i l y  houses on per iphery  
a1 ong t r o l l  ey rou tes  t o  Wal tham and Cambridge. Watertown Square cont inued t o  
expand as impor tan t  commercial cen te r  a long  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  secondary r e t a i l  
cen te r  i n  East Watertown (Grove S t r e e t ) .  I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  expanded a long 
r a i  1  r o a d - r i v e r  c o r r i d o r  w i  t h  major  complexes a t  Arsenal and Bemi s  and re1 a ted  
workers '  neighborhoods. In te rmed ia te  areas between Watertown Square and East 
Watertown developed i n t o  c i v i c  s i t e s  f o r  schools and coun t r y  c lubs ,  f rom former 
es ta tes  . 
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X I .  

Economic Base: 

Al though i n  1924 t he re  were o n l y  26 manufactur ing p l an t s ,  the  town was 
f i f t h  i n  the county i n  va lue o f  p roduc t ion .  Hood was the l a r g e s t  p l a n t  engaged 
i n  the manufacture o f  rubber  and canvas footwear .  I n  1929, the  concern was 
purchased by the  B.F. Goodrich Company and f o r  30 years cont inued t o  be 
Watertown's dominant employer. Faced w i t h  i nc reas ing  compe t i t i on  f rom 
impor ts ,  however, the p l a n t  f i n a l l y  c losed;  none o f  the  Hood b u i l d i n g s  su rv i ve  
today. 

Several f i r m s  engaged i n  the manufacture o f  rubber,  p l a s t i c s ,  and adhesives ; 
Underwood l o c a t e d  i t s  p l a n t  i n  Watertown i n  1907 ( though i t s  pe r i od  o f  
i nnova t i on  i n  the canning i n d u s t r y  had been i n  t h e  prev ious cen tu ry  and another 
p lace)  ; Lewi s-Shephard manufactured 1 i f t i ng  machines and i n d u s t r i a l  t r ucks .  
Most o f  the  20th cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  development was i n  the  eas t  p a r t  o f  the 
town near the Arsenal o r  t o  the  west a long  Pleasant  S t r e e t .  

Lewando's a f t e r  1900 had expanded g r e a t l y ,  making de l  i v e r i e s  a l l  over  t he  
East  coas t  f rom a number o f  separate es tab1 i shments . By 1930 when the  p resen t  
headquarters b u i l d i n g  was b u i l t  f a c i n g  Watertown Square, the  company was the  
1 a rges t  i n  the coun t ry .  Western E l e c t r i c ' s  monumental qua r te r s  i n  the  eas t  
end da te  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  year ,  b r i n g i n g  the  e l e c t r o n i c s  i n d u s t r y  t o  Watertown. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Much o f  the no r the rn  s e c t i o n  o f  Watertown was developed w i t h  
simp1 e Co lon ia l  Revival  and Craftsman 2-fami l y  s t r u c t u r e s .  Some good bungalows , 
Dutch Col o n i a l  and Col on i  a1 Revival  s ing1 e fami 1  y houses were a1 so b u i l  t . 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Some schools,  p o s t  o f f i c e  and p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  were b u i l t .  

Commercial : One and two s t o r y  b r i c k  commercial b locks  b u i  1  t a t  neighborhood 
corners.  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Many small sca le  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  b u i l  t a1 ong North,  Pleasant,  
and Arsenal S t ree t s  w i t h  one ou ts tand ing  i n t a c t  A r t  Deco example, the Quincy 
Market Cold Storage b u i l d i n g ;  a1 so Arsenal Labora to ry .  

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Watertown despera te ly  needs survey ing;  no th i ng  done. The town had l o s t  much 
o f  i t s  e a r l y  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  by the  t u r n  o f  the  20th cen tu ry ;  never the less,  
i t  r e t a i n s  severa l  w e l l  de f i ned  mid t o  l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighbor-  
hoods and these must, now t h a t  so much o f  Watertown's once impor tan t  17 th  and 
18 th  cen tu ry  f a b r i c  has been l o s t ,  be recognized as the  town's t r u e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s t r eng th .  These neighborhoods a re :  1  . west o f  Gal en S t r e e t  (work ing  and middle 
c l a s s  housing, Greek Revival  , I t a l  i a n a t e  and Second Empire; some S t i c k ,  some 
simple Queen Anne); 2. eas t  o f  M t .  Auburn f rom P h i l l i p s  t o  Walnut ( h i g h - s t y l e ,  
expensive Queen Anne, S t i c k ,  Sh ing le  and Second Empire) ; 3. n o r t h  o f  Main S t r e e t  
t o  Hudson (work ing  and midd le  c l ass  I t a l  ianate,Second Empire; some 1 a t e  Greek 
Revival  ) ; 4. west o f  M t .  Auburn Cemetery o f f  R i f l e  Cour t  (smal l  sca le  I t a l  i ana te  
and Queen Anne workers ' co t tages)  . The Arsenal complex i s  , o f  course, o f  major 
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s ign i f i cance ,  b u t  t he re  a re  many o t h e r  s u r v i v i n g  19 th  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  
complexes, whose p o t e n t i a l  has, so f a r ,  gone unrecognized. Another 
s i g n i f i c a n t  grouping i s  the  c l u s t e r  o f  bank b u i l d i n g s  a t  Watertown Square. 
Notable i n d i v i d u a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t he  Quincy Market Cold Storage 
P l a n t  (good l a t e  Deco) and an e c c e n t r i c  I t a l i a n a t e  house on Grove S t r e e t .  

No survey has as y e t  been conducted o f  t he  town. Among the  i n d u s t r i a l  
b u i l d i n g s  observed i n  t h e  reconnaissance: Ho l l i ngswor th  and Whitney Paper 
Co.'s Pequossette M i l l ;  Lewando's Dyeing and Cleansing Co.; Thomas Dalby 
K n i t t i n g  M i l l ;  t he  Aetna M i l l s ;  S tan ley  Steam Veh ic le  Co.; Quincy Market 
Cold Storage Warehouse; and the C rys ta l  Spr ings S ta rch  Works. Both Aetna 
and S tan1 ey Steamer a re  Nat iona l  Regi s t e r  qua1 i ty  ; probab ly  a1 so Lewando ' s 
and the  Pequossette M i l l .  The Watertown Arsenal,  bo th  f rom an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
and an eng ineer ing  p o i n t  o f  view, deserves t o  be a Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  
Landmark. 
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