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' MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY : WALES 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY -- 
Wales t e r r a i n  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by rugged up lands  which extended 
th roughou t  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  
u n i t .  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o r t i o n  of t h e s e  up lands  s t o o d  1000'  o r  more 
i n  e l e v a t i o n .  The s l o p e  of t h e s e  h i l l s  moderate somewhat toward t h e  
town ' s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c e n t e r .  The l a n d s c a p e ' s  nor th - sou th  g r a i n  was 
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  up lands  and waterways. A h a n d f u l  of minor t r i b u -  
t a r i e s  of t h e  Quinnebaug River  f lowing  down from B r i m f i e l d  c u t  through 
t h e  up lands .  S e v e r a l  s m a l l  ponds were s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
h a l f  of Wales. Limi ted  upland marsh. The s o i l  was b a s i c a l l y  sandy. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES -- 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  P l a n t a t i o n  Adjo in ing  S p r i n g f i e l d  i n  1701 
and e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  town of B r i m f i e l d  by 1714. Sou the rn  boundary 
a t  Massachuse t t s -Connec t i cu t  s t a t e  l i n e  surveyed i n  1714 from o r i g i n a l  
1642 Woodward and S a f f e r y  l i n e .  Western boundary set i n  1760 w i t h  
f o r m a t i o n  of Monson from B r i m f i e l d .  E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  independent  town 
of South Brimf i e l d  ( i n c l u d i n g  Hol land)  i n  1762 w i t h  n o r t h e r n  boundary 
a t  B r i m f i e l d  l i n e .  E a s t e r n  boundary surveyed a l o n g  County Road i n  
1783 w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  of Hol land a s  independen t  town from South B r i m f i e l d .  
Name changed from South  B r i m f i e l d  t o  Wales i n  1828. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Smal l  upland town on secondary  c o r r i d o r  between S t u r b r i d g e  and 
S t a f f  o r d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t .  Located a t  headwaters  of Quinnebauq d r a i n a g e  
between rugged h i l l s  w i t h  s u s p e c t e d  n a t i v e  s i t e  a t  Lake George. 
S e t t l e d  from B r i m f i e l d  d u r i n g  mid-18th c e n t u r y  a s  South  B r i m f i e l d  
p a r i s h  w i t h  town c e n t e r  a l o n g  extended s t r e e t .  Wel l -preserved L a t e  
C o l o n i a l  bury ing  ground a t  Lake George and r e p o r t e d  Hess ian  cemetery 
n e a r  Vin ica  Brook. Plodest development  d u r i n g  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  
l i m i t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  Town c e n t e r  r e t a i n s  remarkable  e a r l y  
19 th -cen tu ry  c h a r a c t e r  a s  s t r e e t  v i l l a g e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  s t y l i s h  
b r i c k  houses  and Greek Rev iva l  meet ing  house (now d e r e l i c t )  . Other 
p e r i o d  l andscapes  p r e s e r v e d  on Haynes H i l l  and a l o n g  S t a f f o r d  Road. 
No s i g n i f i c a n t  growth d u r i n g  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  b u t  l i m i t e d  development 
i n  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  w i t h  summer c o t t a g e s  around Lake George. P r e s e n t  
growth r e l a t e d  t o  r e c r e a t i o n a l  l a n d u s e  around B r i m f i e l d  S t a t e  F o r e s t  
and Lake George w i t h  town c e n t e r  i n t a c t  a s  p o t e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ,  
a l t h o u g h  some abandonment of n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

No n a t i v e  t r a i l s  documented through a r e a .  However i t  would appear  
p robab le  t h a t  a  secondary  f o c u s  of t r a i l  r o u t e s  was c e n t e r e d  around 
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Lake George and a  major  e a s t - w e s t  r e g i o n a l  t r a i l  i s  documented a s  
Longmeadow P a t h  from Monson a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w i n g  e a s t  from Norcross  
Ponds t o  V i n i c a  Pond a l o n g  V i n i c a  Pond t o  Lake George (Moulton, map 
p . 3 7 ) .  Other  c o n j e c t u r e d  t r a i l  r o u t e s  from Lake George appear  t o  
f o l l o w  c o u r s e  of Holland Road e a s t  and Hollow Road n o r t h  t o  Quinnebaug 
River .  Sou the rn  r o u t e  from Lake George i s  p r o b a b l e  a l o n g  Union Road 
t o  South Meadow and Massapaug Pond i n  C o n n e c t i c u t .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

There w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  s i tes  i n  Hol land .  Nat ive  p e r i o d  s e t t l e -  
ment would have focused  around Lake George, a n  a r e a  favored  wi th  a  
moderate amount of good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  and f r e s h w a t e r .  The s i t e  
of t h e  town ' s  f i r s t  b u r i a l  ground s i t u a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge of t h e  
l a k e  may have a l s o  have been u t i l i z e d  a s  a  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  b u r i a l  s i t e  
when c o n s i d e r i n g  i t s  l o c a t i o n  on a  s l i g h t  r i se  and p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  
l a k e .  A d d i t i o n a l  b u t  s m a l l e r  s i tes  may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  
summits of t h e  modera te ly  s l o p i n g  up lands  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  Lake George 
a r e a .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

P o t e n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  was s i t u a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  around Lake George. 
F i s h i n g  would have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h a n d f u l  of s t r e a m s  and ponds. 
E x t e n s i v e  up lands  and marsh o f f e r e d  e x c e l l e n t  h a b i t a t s  f o r  w i l d  game. 

D .  Obse rva t ions :  

A s  w i t h  ne ighbor ing  Hol land ,  Wales l acked  s u f f i c i e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  land 
and f r e s h w a t e r  s o u r c e s  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  
Loca l  s e t t l e m e n t  would have focused  on t h e  f e r t i l e  lowlands of B r i m f i e l d .  
I n  t u r n ,  t h e  Wales,  Hol land,  B r i m f i e l d  a r e a  a p p e a r s  t o  have l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of a  major  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  node l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
i n  t h e  B r o o k f i e l d s .  T h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  c e n t e r  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  be t h e  pr imary  
s e a t  of t h e  Quabaugs. R e g i o n a l l y ,  t h e  Quabaugs p robab ly  w e r e  p o l i t i c a l l y  
a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Nipmucs, t h e  dominant n a t i v e  group i n  C e n t r a l  
Massachuse t t s  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

Nat ive  t r a i l s  remain a s  r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t o r s  w i t h  l o c a l  f o c u s  of r o u t e s  
around Lake George. Longmeadow P a t h  from Monson a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed 
a long V i n i c a  Brook t o  Lake George and e a s t  t o  Quinebaug River  a s  Holland 
Road (Moulton, map p  . 3  7 )  . 
B. Popu la t ion :  

There w e r e  no f i g u r e s  f o r  a  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  
n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  - 

No r e f e r e n c e  t o  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  

D .  Economic Base: - 

Assuming n a t i v e s  remained i n  t h e  a r e a ,  it i s  d o u b t f u l  t h e r e  were 
s u b s t a n t i a l  changes i n  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s .  

E .  Obse rva t ions  : 

T h i s  p e r i o d  i s  a  v i r t u a l  b lank i n  secondary  s o u r c e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
Wales a r e a .  

COLONIAL PERIOD 

A. - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of South  B r i m f i e l d  town c e n t e r  a t  head of Lake George 
c r e a t e d  r a d i a l  highway p a t t e r n  from meet ing  house d u r i n g  1 7 3 0 ' s  
(Hyde, Goodhue map 1877) . Major r o a d s  of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  Haynes 

H i l l  Road n o r t h  t o  B r i m f i e l d ,  Reed H i l l  Road w e s t  t o  Monson, S t a t e  
Route 19 s o u t h  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  l i n e ,  w i t h  improvement of e x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  
t r a i l s  a s  Union and Hol land Roads south and e a s t  of town c e n t e r .  Other  
meet ing  house r o a d s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a p p a r e n t l y  i n c l u d e  McBride, Monson 
and Hitchcock Roads t o  w e s t e r n  a r e a ,  and Walker and Ainsworth H i l l  
Roads from Lake George ( S m i t h ' s  Pond) . 
B. Popu la t ion :  

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  whether  a  post-war n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  
Wales. The o n l y  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  encompass a l l  
of South  B r i m f i e l d  (Wales and H o l l a n d ) .  T h i s  d i s t r i c t  had 850 r e s i -  
d e n t s  i n  1776. The m a j o r i t y  of Wales'  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  came from 
S p r i n g f i e l d  and B r i m f i e l d .  A s m a l l e r  number h a i l e d  from Salem. A 
d i v e r s i t y  of se t t lers  o c c u r r e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  
moving from e a s t e r n  and s o u t h e a s t e r n  Massachuse t t s  ( e . g . ,  Roxbury, 
Middleboro) and C o n n e c t i c u t  ( e  . g  . , Union, T o l l a n d ,  Windham, Mansf i e l d )  . 
C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

S e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  Wales u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 7 2 0 ' s  d e s p i t e  
t h i s  a r e a ' s  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1701 g r a n t  made t o  s e v e r a l  
S p r i n g f i e l d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  t h r e a t  of n a t i v e  
a t t a c k  and a  l e g a l  d i s p u t e  i n v o l v i n g  l a n d s  w i t h i n  Old B r i m f i e l d  d i s -  
couraged e a r l i e r  s e t t l e m e n t .  The f i r s t  r e p u t e d  s e t t l e r s  were Anthony 
Needham and John B u l l e n  who e r e c t e d  homes i n  c.1726 a d j a c e n t  t o  Lake 
George, a  c h o i c e  q u i t e  l i k e l y  based on t h e  p r e s e n c e  of good a g r i c u l -  
t u r a l  l a n d ,  a  s o u r c e  of f r e s h  water and a  s u s p e c t e d  n a t i v e  t r a i l .  
Succeeding homes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  l o c a l e  f o c u s i n g  p r i m a r i l y  
a long  t h e  p o r t i o n  of Route 19 t h a t  p a r a l l e l e d  Lake Goerge. A d d i t i o n a l  
b u t  somewhat more d i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  a long  
Route 19 .  Wales'  f i r s t  b u r i a l  ground was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  c.1732 on a  
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s m a l l  h i l l  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s h o r e  of  Lake George. Wales'  
f i r s t  meetinghouse ( c .  1760) a p p e a r s  t o  have been s i t u a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  
t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  s h o r e  of  Lake George. T h i s  e d i f i c e  was b u i l t  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  growing r e l i g i o u s  t e n s i o n s  among t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  
D i s t r i c t  of South  B r i m f i e l d .  The c o n f l i c t  u l t i m a t e l y  l e d  t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t ' s  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  e a s t  (Hol land)  and w e s t  (Wales) p a r i s h e s  i n  
1765. The West p a r i s h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  c e n t e r  of South B r i m -  
f i e l d ' s  B a p t i s t  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  E a s t  p a r i s h  s e r v e d  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s .  Secondary s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e  l i t t l e  i d e a  of how t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  f a r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  wars of t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Wales '  economy was based on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  most  of it probab ly  o c c u r r i n g  
a d j a c e n t  t o  Lake George and t h e  lower p o r t i o n s  of t h e  h i l l s  sur rounding 
t h e  l a k e ,  L i t t l e  ev idence  of m i l l  i n d u s t r y  most l i k e l y  due t o  t h e  
s m a l l  number of p o t e n t i a l  m i l l  s t r e a m s .  A c.1750 g r i s t  m i l l  was 
e r e c t e d  by Shubael  Dimmick on " M i l l  Brook". P h i n e a s  Durkee e s t a b l i s h e d  
a  t a n n e r y  i n  c .1752.  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

Wles was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  
V a l l e y  th roughou t  most of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Even w i t h  t h e  e l i m i -  
n a t i o n  of t h e  I n d i a n  t h r e a t  by t h e  mid-e igh teen th  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  s e t t l e -  
ment remained b a s i c a l l y  a  r u r a l  h i l l  town w i t h  a  l i m i t e d  economy. The 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of former C o n n e c t i c u t  n a t i v e s  and t h e  community's 
p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h i s  s t a t e  s u g g e s t s  t h e r e  w e r e  f a i r l y  e x t e n s i v e  s o c i a l  
and commercial t i es  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t .  The town ' s  con t inued  r u r a l  n a t u r e  
p o i n t s  t o  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  l i k e l i h o o d  of e x t e n s i v e  p o r t i o n s  of  Wales' 
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  s u r v i v i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y .  The a r e a  
a d j a c e n t  t o  Lake George and t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of Route 19 should  be 
regarded  a s  e s p e c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S e v e r a l  c o t t a g e s  and a  house of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a r e  
known t o  s u r v i v e  i n  Wales. The e a r l i e s t  of t h e s e  f o r  which a  d a t e  i s  
g i v e n  i s  t h e  Nelson C o t t a g e  of c .  17 4 0 ,  a  f i v e  bay c e n t e r  chimney 
s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  one house,  t h e  Munger House on Main S t r e e t ,  
a p p e a r s  t o  be e a r l i e r  s t i l l .  The Munger House i s  a  two-s tory ,  e l l -  
p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  h a l f  h i p  roof  and c e n t e r  chimney. On t h e  
e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e ,  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  e x h i b i t s  a  f ive -bay  f e n e s t r a t i o n  b u t  
e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  p a t t e r n  i s  t h r e e  bays t o  a  w a l l .  The h a l f  h i p  r o o f ,  
e l l  p l a n  and t h r e e  bay f e n e s t r a t i o n  a r e  t y p i c a l  of e a r l y  18th-century  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  and s o  may i n d i c a t e  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  i n  
t h e  1730 ' s .  Another e a r l y  r e s i d e n c e  i s  t h e  D a r i u s  Rogers c o t t a g e  
( c .  1750) . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The e a r l i e s t  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  i n  Wales were t h e  
B a p t i s t s ,  o rgan ized  c.1734-1736. T h i s  f a c t  r u n s  c o u n t e r  t o  t h e  
predominant  p a t t e r n  of Congrega t iona l i sm a s  t h e  pr imary  c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  
e n t i t y .  A meetinghouse was n o t  e r e c t e d  by t h e  B a p t i s t s  u n t i l  c.1760 
( o r  1 7 6 3 ) .  The s t r u c t u r e ,  which s t o o d  45' x  35 '  x  2 0 ' ,  was never  
f i n i s h e d  and was l a t e r  s o l d  t o  a  C o n n e c t i c u t  p a r i s h .  
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V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Local  highway sys tem r e t a i n e d  f o c u s  around South  B r i m f i e l d  town c e n t e r  
a t  Lake George ( S m i t h ' s  Pond) .  Main nor th - sou th  highway from B r i m f i e l d  
improved a s  Route 19 f o l l o w i n g  Wales Brook from Holland Road. S t a f f o r d  
Turnpike l o c a t e d  th rough  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  i n  1803 (Lover ing ,  1915, map).  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Wales'  p o p u l a t i o n  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  a f t e r  Hol land was t a k e n  o f f .  I n  1830, t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  665, 
was on ly  59 r e s i d e n t s  above t h e  f i g u r e  i n  1790. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Civic and economic a c t i v i t i e s  remained focused around town c e n t e r ,  
ex tended a s  s treet  v i l l a g e  a long  Route 19.  

D.  Economic Base: 

Mostly a g r i c u l t u r a l  town w i t h  s m a l l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
though Copeland r e p o r t s  t h a t  

t h e r e  was some a t t e m p t  a t  manufac tu r ing ,  wagons, 
and o c c a s i o n a l l y  c a r r i a g e s ,  farm t o o l s ,  and 
v a r i o u s  a r t i c l e s  of wearing a p p a r e l ,  c h i e f l y  h a t s ,  
b e i n g  t h e  main p r o d u c t s .  

A t a n n e r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  1 7 5 0 ' s  s p u r r e d  t h e  n a s c e n t  boo t  and shoe 
i n d u s t r y  and by 1837 Wales r e p o r t e d  t h e  second h i g h e s t  v a l u e  of b o o t s  
and s h o e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  a f t e r  B r i m f i e l d .  

Probably  s p u r r e d  by t h e  t a r r i f  of 1828, t h e  Wales Woolen Mfg. Company 
e r e c t e d  a  s m a l l  woolen m i l l  i n  1828-29. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen F e d e r a l  houses  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e  
i n  Wales. Most of t h e s e  a r e  c e n t e r  chimney c o t t a g e s ,  a l t h o u g h  a  few 
c o t t a g e s  w i t h  e i t h e r  end o r  double  chimneys a r e  a l s o  known. Two-story 
houses  a r e  more unusua l  w i t h  on ly  a  few c e n t e r  chimney examples known. 
Almost a l l  o f  t h e ' p e r i o d  houses  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  s t a n d a r d  five-bay-wide 
f a c a d e ,  b u t  h a l f  and t h r e e - q u a r t e r  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  a r e  a l s o  known. I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e ,  a t  l e a s t  one c o t t a g e  on S t a f f o r d  Road, d a t e d  1813, 
i n c l u d e s  a  h a l f - s t o r y  a t t i c  w i t h  eyebrow windows i n  t h e  c o r n i c e .  
Remaining p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  s imply  d e t a i l e d ,  v e r n a c u l a r  b u i l d i n g s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1802,  t h e  B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e i r  second 
meetinghouse,  known a s  t h e  Union House a s  i t  was used c o l l e c t i v e l y  by 
t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  and C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  a s  w e l l  a s  by t h e  B a p t i s t s  
themselves .  The b u i l d i n g  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  conceived was probably  a  two- 
s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  i n  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  w a l l .  I t s  
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p r e s e n t  appearance  d a t e s  from an 1845 remode l l ing .  The b u i l d i n g  has  
always f u n c t i o n e d  f o r  a  number of purposes  and a p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  Town 
House was l o c a t e d  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  t h e  church  a u d i t o r i u m  on 
t h e  second.  While t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  had o r g a n i z e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  c .1780,  
a  Congrega t iona l  f a c t i o n  d i d  n o t  o r g a n i z e  u n t i l  1819. 

V I I I  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Highway system remained i n t a c t  from F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  l i t t l e  improve- 
ment. No r a i l r o a d s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  p r o j e c t e d  through a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Wales1 p o p u l a t i o n ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h a t  of many of h e r  n e i g h b o r s ,  remained 
r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t .  I n  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, however, wi th  
t h e  expans ion  of t h e  woolen m i l l s ,  Wales s t a r t e d  t o  grow. I n  t h e  f i v e  
y e a r s  1865-70, t h e  town grew by a l m o s t  20%,  r e a c h i n g  831 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  
y e a r .  Of t h e  town ' s  1855 p o p u l a t i o n ,  o n l y  3% w e r e  f o r e i g n  born  -- 9 
from I r e l a n d  and 11 from England. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Wales town c e n t e r  remained a s  c i v i c  and economic f o c u s  developed 
modest ly  a s  extended s t reet  v i l l a g e  from Lake George t o  base  of 
Haynes H i l l .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Wales i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  became an  i m p o r t a n t  woolen town 
under t h e  Wales Mfg. Company, and l a t e r  t h e  Shaw Mfg. Company. By 
1855 t h e  woolen m i l l s  produced a lmos t  a  t h i r d  of t h e  s a t i n e t  made i n  
t h e  coun ty ,  va lued  a t  $125,696. By 1865 t h e  m i l l s  employed over  100 
men and women and r e p r e s e n t e d  by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  town. 
Even t h e  manufacture  o f  b o o t s  and s h o e s  -- 2 2 %  of t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n  
i n  1855 -- had dwindled t o  n o t h i n g  by t h a t  d a t e .  Two s m a l l  b r i c k  y a r d s ,  
a  box shop,  and a  s m a l l  soap  f a c t o r y  were a l s o  i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1865. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  was one of r e l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  
i n  terms of house c o n s t r u c t i o n .  During t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  number of houses 
were c o n s t r u c t e d  a l o n g  Route 19 (Main S t r e e t )  and t h e  town a c q u i r e d  
much of i t s  p resen t -day  appearance .  S i d e h a l l  p l a n  houses and c o t t a g e s  
were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a l m o s t  e q u a l  numbers t o  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  c e n t e r  
h a l l  s t r u c t u r e s .  Houses and c o t t a g e s  a l s o  s e e m  t o  have been b u i l t  i n  
a lmos t  e q u a l  numbers. Approximately 60 r e s i d e n c e s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  
known t o  s u r v i v e ,  most  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  Among t h e s e  a r e  s e v e r a l  
b r i c k  houses  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Dimmock House, t h e  C o r n e l i u s  M i l l e r  House 
(c .1830) and t h e  Plympton House (1837) . Of t h e s e ,  perhaps  t h e  f i n e s t  
i s  t h e  Dimmock House, a  s i d e h a l l  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  d e s i g n  wi th  
a  g a b l e  l i g h t  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  c i r c l e  e n c l o s e d  i n  a  t r i a n g l e ;  t h a t  
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d e t a i l  used by Asher Benjamin i n  t h e  Alexander House (1811) i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  was a  common mot i f  of s t y l i s h  houses  of t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  
and ' 4 0 ' s .  Other  n o t a b l e  houses  a r e  t h e  S o u l s  House ( 1 8 4 3 ) ,  a  
t emple - f ron t  l a t e  Greek R e v i v a l  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e ,  and t h e  
Louisa  Sou le  House ( c .  1860) , a  s i d e h a l l  I t a l i a n a t e  house w i t h  a  
sha l low h i p  roof  and doub le  one-s to ry  wings. B u i l d e r s  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  t h e  town d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  were Dan ie l  N .  Green 
and C a l v i n  Vinton.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The major  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  p e r i o d  
was t h e  Greek R e v i v a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  1802 B a p t i s t  meetinghouse c.1845. 
A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a  Dor ic  p o r t i c o  and two-stage s q u a r e  b e l f r y  were added 
t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  I n  1830, a  Method i s t  church  was o rgan ized  w i t h  a  
meetinghouse b u i l t  i n  1832. Although a n  A d v e n t i s t  s o c i e t y  was formed 
i n  1842, no church  was b u i l t .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

L i t t l e  improvement of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system w i t h  l o c a l  highways remained 
focused around Wales town c e n t e r .  No t r o l l e y  r o u t e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  
p r o j e c t e d  th rough  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

With t h e  expans ion  of t h e  woolen m i l l s ,  Wales r eached  h e r  peak popu- 
l a t i o n  i n  1880, w i t h  1 ,033 p e r s o n s .  From t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  town began a  
r a p i d  d e c l i n e  s o  t h a t  by 1915,  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  of 337, t h e  town had 
l o s t  67% of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  35 y e a r s .  Franch Canadians and I r i s h  
were t h e  two major  immigrant  g roups  i n  t h e  1905 fo re ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
17% of t h e  t o t a l .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Town c e n t e r  ma in ta ined  a s  c i v i c  and economic f o c u s  w i t h  l i t t l e  expan- 
s i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s .  

D.  Economic Base: 

I n  1875 350 men and women w e r e  employed i n  s i x  woolen m i l l s ,  making 
$867,000 wor th  of woolen goods -- a b o u t  96% of t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of 
Wales'  manufactured p r o d u c t s .  The Shaw Manufacturing Company had been 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1848, t a k i n g  over  t h e  a s s e t s  of t h e  Wales Mfg. Company. 
S e v e r a l  new m i l l s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  and ' 7 0 ' s .  By 1891, t h e r e  
were s t i l l  t h r e e  woolen m i l l s  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  I n  1913, t h e  Avon and 
Germania m i l l s  produced woolen goods.  

~ e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  con t inued  a t  a n  a c t i v e  pace 
through t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a p p a r e n t l y  d e c l i n i n g  a f t e r  
1900. Most of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  w e r e  modest ,  c o t t a g e s  predominat ing .  
La te  I t a l i a n a t e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a  few s i d e h a l l  p l a n  
c o t t a g e s  w i t h  mansard r o o f s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  and ' 8 0 ' s  a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r .  I n  t h e  1 8 9 0 1 s ,  s e v e r a l  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  
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double chimney, c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  Queen Anne houses of b r i c k  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  houses ,  
somewhat s i m p l e r  and more modest frame v e r n a c u l a r  e l l - p l a n  houses ,  
e n t e r e d  th rough  a  s i d e  e l l ,  were a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d .  A f t e r  1900, 
some modest r e s o r t  development  c o n s i s t i n g  of one-s to ry  craf tsman-  
d e r i v e d  c o t t a g e s  o c c u r r e d  around Lake George. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a  f a i r  amount 
of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  Impor tan t  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  S t .  Monica 's  Roman C a t h o l i c  church  
( 1 9 0 1 ) ,  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  p a i r  
of g a b l e  roof  porches  on t h e  f a c a d e ,  and t h e  B a p t i s t  church  of Wales 
(1916) , a  s m a l l  Queen Anne/Gothic Rev iva l  frame b u i l d i n g  w i t h  an 
o f f s e t  s q u a r e  e n t r a n c e  tower. The Wales L i b r a r y  may have been 
o rgan ized  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d :  it i s  housed i n  t h e  1841 Stephen F i s k  
House. Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Hollow Road School  
(c .1875 w i t h  1901 a d d i t i o n ) .  A two-s tory  I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g ,  and 
t h e  Hearse House a t  t h e  Wales Cemetery, a  s m a l l  one-s tory  shed b u i l t  
c .  1900. 

Commercial: The o n l y  known commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  
a two-s tory ,  f ive -bay  wide s t o r e  w i t h  a  mansard roof  and dormers ,  
l o c a t e d  on Main S t r e e t  and b u i l t  c.1875. The b u i l d i n g  once f u n c t i o n e d  
a s  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 
A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  
Improvement of  l o c a l  highways as r e g i o n a l  a u t o r o a d s  w i t h  p r imary  
nor th - sou th  highway from B r i m f i e l d  t o  S t a f f o r d  CT a s  Route 19 through 
town c e n t e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Although Wales made some temporary p o p u l a t i o n  g a i n s  i n  t h e  '20 I s ,  t h e  
p e r i o d  c l o s e d  i n  1940 o n l y  30 p e r s o n s  above t h e  f i g u r e  i n  1915. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Town c e n t e r  con t inued  a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  modest development of summer 
homes around Lake George by end of p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Most of t h e  town was devo ted  t o  marke t  g a r d e n s ,  d a i r y  fa rms ,  and 
woodlands. One s m a l l  t e x t i l e  m i l l  remained i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1937. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  ceased  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
w i t h  t h e  n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  of r e s o r t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  Lake George, which 
con t inued  s t e a d i l y  th rough  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  There ,  i n  s e v e r a l  developments ,  
a  number of  one-s to ry  g a b l e  o r  h i p  roof  summer c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  
S i m i l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur red  on Fiderman Road, where s e v e r a l  one-s tory  
c o b b l e s t o n e  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  known c o n s t r u c t i o n  was t h e  B a p t i s t  Church 
(1916) ;  see L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  

Commercial: The most s i g n i f i c a n t  commercial b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  
t h e  Wales Country S t o r e  (1924) , a  o n e - s t o r y ,  frame b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  f l a t  
roof  and c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  f l a n k e d  by p l a t e  g l a s s  window bays .  A few 
o t h e r  more modest g a b l e  and f l a t  roofed  frame s t o r e s  were b u i l t  a long  
Main S t r e e t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Wales'  b u i l d i n g  i n v e n t o r y  a p p e a r s t o  be comple te .  A p r i o r i t y  f o r  t h e  
town i s  t h e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  and r e u s e  of  t h e  1802 B a p t i s t  meetinghouse/  
Town House s t r u c t u r e  on Main S t r e e t .  The b u i l d i n g  h a s  been v a c a n t  f o r  
a  number of y e a r s  and i s  i n  s lowly  decay ing  c o n d i t i o n .  I t  i s  a  
s t r u c t u r e  i n t i m a t e l y  bound t o  t h e  town ' s  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  and i s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  one of Wales' f i n e s t  b u i l d i n g s .  S u r v i v i n g  B a p t i s t  
churches  of a n  e a r l y  d a t e  a r e  compara t ive ly  r a r e ;  i n  t h a t  r e s p e c t  a s  
w e l l  t h e  Wales church  i s  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Another v a c a n t  
b u i l d i n g  of n o t e  i s  t h e  Wales Country S t o r e ,  f o r  which a  new commercial 
use  shou ld  be  encouraged:  i t  i s  a  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  example of e a r l y  
20th-century  commercial a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
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