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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY: T r u r o  

I .  TOP0 GRAPHY 

The town of T r u r o  is  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  end of t h e  Cape Cod 
p e n i n s u l a  between 410 57 '  and 420 4'  n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  and 
between 700 4'  and 700 1 3 '  wes t  l o n g i t u d e .  The township  i s  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  57 m i l e s  from Bos ton  by d i r e c t  l i n e  and 112 miles by  
l a n d .  I t  i s  b o r d e r e d  by t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean on t h e  e a s t ,  s o u t h  by 
W e l l f l e e t ,  wes t  by Cape Cod Bay, and n o r t h  b y  Province town and t h e  
A t l a n t i c  Ocean. 

G e o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  i s  composed of t h e  Nor th  T r u r o  P l a i n  
and t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town w i t h  t h e  W e l l f l e e t  P l a i n  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  a r e a s .  Gene ra l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  v e r y  uneven w i t h  h i l l s  and 
d e p r e s s i o n s  common. Ground s u r f a c e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  
a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e  of t h e  town and s l o p e  w e s t e r l y  t o  t h e  
bay. Marine s c a r p s  a l o n g  most of  T r u r o ' s  s h o r e l i n e  r e s u l t  i n  
e l e v a t i o n s  of up t o  170 f e e t  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s h o r e  and 120  f e e t  on 
t h e  w e s t e r n  bay  s h o r e l i n e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  however ,  e l e v a t i o n s  
a v e r a g e  100 f e e t  o r  less.  

S o i l s  i n  t h e  town of T r u r o  a r e  ma in ly  sandy  loams t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
town. Rock ie r  s o i l s  t end  t o  be  found i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  
town i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  W e l l f l e e t  P l a i n .  The r i c h e s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s o i l s  i n  t h e  town a r e  i n  t h e  o l d  Tashmuit  a r e a  i n  t h e  midd le  
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  township .  

Dra inage  i n  T r u r o  is  t h r o u g h  b o t h  s u r f a c e  and s u b s u r f a c e  
d e p o s i t s .  T r u r o ' s  s andy  s o i l s  p e r m i t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u b s u r f a c e  
f low.  S u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  i s  a l s o  common, and c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  
s e v e r a l  swamps, k e t t l e  ponds ,  and r i v e r s .  P i l g r i m  Lake, l o c a t e d  
on t h e  T ru ro /P rov ince town  l i n e ,  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  l a k e  i n  t h e  
township  and was f o r m e r l y  open t o  t h e  s e a  and known a s  E a s t  Harbor  
u n t i l  i t s  open ing  was c l o s e d  i n  1869. Sou th  of P i l g r i m  Lake a r e  
s e v e r a l  s m a l l  ponds ,  s t r e a m s ,  and swamps a s  w e l l  a s  o l d  d r a i n a g e  
c h a n n e l s  which c u t  t h e  Nor th  T r u r o  and W e l l f l e e t  P l a i n s  from e a s t  
t o  wes t .  Major r i v e r s  a r e  t h e  L i t t l e  Pamet and Pamet r i v e r s ,  t h e  
l a t t e r  r i v e r  forming  a  h a r b o r  on t h e  bay s h o r e l i n e .  Major ponds 
i n c l u d e  t h e  V i l l a g e ,  G r e a t ,  Snow, Ryder ,  Round, H o r s e l e e c h ,  and 
S lough ponds.  

T r u r o  was once cove red  w i t h  v a l u a b l e  woodlands.  However, c u t t i n g  
f o r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  and f u e l  have  reduced  most of T r u r o ' s  f o r e s t  t o  
s c r u b  oak and p i n e  a s  w e l l  a s  s c r u b s  and dune d e p o s i t s  ( g r a s s e s ) .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

The o r i g i n a l  p u r c h a s e s  f rom n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  Pamet r e g i o n  took  p l a c e  
by 1696,  and m u n i c i p a l  p r i v i l e g e s  were g r a n t e d  t o  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  
under  t h e  name of D a n g e r f i e l d  i n  1705 ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  l a n d s  n o r t h  
of t h e  Eastham boundary.  T h i s  t e r r i t o r y  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  



town of Truro in 1709. Northern lands were set off as the 
precinct of Cape Cod in 1714, and incorporated as Provincetown in 
1727. Further annexations of Truro territory to Provincetown 
occurred in 1813, 1829, and 1836, establishing the present 
boundary. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Truro is a resort community located near the outer end of the Cape 
Cod peninsula. Intensive native bay shore settlement, including 
planting fields, was highly probable. Early 17th century European 
exploration and visitation was also likely, with reported Pilgrim 
corn pilfering expedition. Colonial use of seasonal fishing 
stations at East Harbor by mid 17th century was possible. 
Pre-1700, permanent colonial settlement followed late 17th century 
purchase of Pamet area by Nauset proprietors to the south, with 
early 18th century central meetinghouse site established north of 
Great Hollow. Dispersed 18th century settlement was oriented 
toward bay shore harbors, with local whaling and fishing economy, 
and relatively little agricultural development. While the town 
suffered from its vulnerable position during the Revolution, cod 
and mackerel fishing resumed after the war, and the Cape's first 
lighthouse was built on the eastern Atlantic shore highlands in 
1798. Local prosperity stimulated late 18th century development 
at East Harbor, Pond Village (North Truro), Great Hollow, and 
Pamet River. By mid 19th century, a mackerel fishing and 
shipbuilding focus had developed at the Pamet River wharves at 
Truro Center, as secondary centers persisted at North and South 
Truro. Inadequate and deteriorating harbor facilities 
subsequently led to removal of fishing activity north to 
Provincetown. 

With the decline of local fishing and agriculture in the late 19th 
century, overall population fell, while the Portuguese community 
grew, and two Catholic churches were established. Weir fishing, 
and fish canning and freezing plants remained the only significant 
late 19th and early 20th century industries. With increased auto 
tourism to Provincetown to the north, motel and cottage 
development extended south along the Pilgrim Beach/Route 6A 
corridor to North Truro. The town's striking landscape was 
increasingly sought as a setting for studios by artists from the 
Provincetown colony. At present, the 19th century centers at 
North Truro and Truro remain largely intact, and dispersed 18th 
and 19th century farmhouses survive, particularly in several local 
hollows (Long Neck Road, Higgins Hollow Road, and North and South 
Pamet Roads). National Park Service land acquisitions on the 
Atlantic shore have prevented development east of Route 6. 
However, the scenic hills of the bay shore have attracted 
extensive exurban, summer residential development. 
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IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  is  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  i n  T r u r o  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, some t r a i l s  d i d  e x i s t  a s  t h e  a r e a  
was i n h a b i t e d  by n a t i v e s .  I n f e r r e d  t r a i l s  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  
b o t h  t h e  A T l a n t i c  and Bay s h o r e s  a s  c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  a r e  common i n  
a l l  Cape towns where a  n a t i v e  p r e s e n c e  can  be documented.  Along 
t h e  A t l a n t i c  s h o r e  a  t r a i l  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  on t h e  t o p  of t h e  
mar ine  escarpment  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  beach .  A t r a i l  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
would have  been  i m p o r t a n t  i n  l o c a t i n g  d r i f t  w h a l e s ,  s e a l s ,  and f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s  w e l l .  A t r a i l  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  t h e  
Bay s h o r e  f o r  s i m i l a r  p u r p o s e s  a s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  s h o r e .  I n  t h i s  
a r e a  t h e  t r a i l  p r o b a b l y  s k i r t e d  t h e  e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of w e t l a n d s ,  
r i v e r s ,  and beach  dunes .  I n t e r i o r  t r a i l s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  
a long  r i v e r s ,  ponds ,  and p o s s i b l y  t o  p l a n t e d  f i e l d s .  I n t e r i o r  
t r a i l s  may a l s o  have  connec ted  t h e  A t l a n t i c  and Bay t r a i l s  i n  some 
a r e a s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  is  p r e s e n t  on which an a c t u a l  n u m e r i c a l  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  can  be  made f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, i t  
does  appea r  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  was i n t e n s i v e l y  s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
Con tac t  p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  t h e  bay s h o r e .  L a t e  Woodland 
s i t e s  a r e  common i n  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h i s t o r i c  
a c c o u n t s  a l s o  n o t e  s e v e r a l  forms  of e v i d e n c e  ( a c t u a l  n a t i v e s ,  
wigwams, c o r n f i e l d s ,  g r o v e s )  i n d i c a t i n g  a  N a t i v e  American p r e s e n c e  
i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Thus ,  i t  a p p e a r s  s a f e  t o  assume s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  
i n t e r v e n i n g  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  

T r a n s i e n t  Europeans ( e x p l o r e r s ,  e a r l y  c o l o n i s t s )  may a l s o  have 
pas sed  th rough  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a .  However, no l a s t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  
deve loped .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  T r u r o  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
However, some c o n t a c t  be tween  n a t i v e s  and Europeans i n  t h e  T r u r o  
a r e a  undoub ted ly  took  p l a c e  a s  European e x p l o r e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  and 
s e t t l e r s  f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  l ong  b e f o r e  s e t t l e m e n t .  For example ,  
Gosnold may have e n c o u n t e r e d  T r u r o  n a t i v e s  i n  h i s  voyage of 1602 
a s  he  l a n d e d  i n  P rov ince town  Harbor .  L a t e r ,  i n  1620,  t h e  
Mayflower p a s s e n g e r s  e x p l o r e d  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  a s  w e l l .  

N a t i v e  Americans had s e t t l e d  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  f o r  some t ime  p r i o r  t o  
European c o n t a c t .  A r t i f a c t s  found w i t h i n  t h e  town i n  g e n e r a l  and 
known L a t e  Woodland P e r i o d  s i t e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  town a r e a  was 
e x t e n s i v e l y  s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  One t h e  b a s i s  of known 
s i t e s ,  t h e  Nor th  T r u r o  a r e a  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e n s i v e  
l a n d  u s e  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  may a l s o  r e s u l t  from a  b i a s  i n  r e p o r t i n g  i n  t h e  
Nor th  T r u r o  a r e a .  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  may be  p r e s e n t  i n  
e q u a l  numbers i n  s o u t h e r n  T r u r o  a s  w e l l .  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  and 
a r t i f a c t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  components a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  
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i n  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a .  I n  1620 d u r i n g  e x p l o r a t i o n s  by t h e  Mayflower 
p a s s e n g e r s ,  c l e a r e d  f i e l d s  i n d i c a t i n g  c o r n  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  g r a v e s ,  
and c o r n s t a l k s  were found i n  t h e  Pamet R i v e r  a r e a .  A p p a r e n t l y  a  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  Corn H i l l  a r e a .  

Known L a t e  Woodland and C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  i n  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  
f o l l o w  o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  t r e n d s  of p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  such  
a s  t i d a l  r i v e r s ,  e s t u a r i e s ,  and ponds.  I n l a n d  s i t e s  shou ld  a l s o  
e x i s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a l o n g  r i v e r s  and ponds.  S h e l l  midden s i t e s  
a l o n g  t h e  bay c o a s t l i n e  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

S i n c e  European s e t t l e m e n t s  were n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  European s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  of 
t h e  N a t i v e  American i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  While  some food  was 
undoub ted ly  c a r r i e d  w i t h  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  and 
c o l o n i s t s ,  t h e  b u l k  of t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  was p r o b a b l y  s e c u r e d  
th rough  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of w i l d  p l a n t s  and 
s h e l l f i s h ;  a s  well a s  t h e  t r a d e ,  s t e a l i n g ,  o r  p u r c h a s e  of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  ( c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  e t c . )  from t h e  l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  
I n  1620 Myles S t a n d i s h  and o t h e r  Mayflower e x p l o r e r s  d i d  t a k e  c o r n  
from s t o r a g e  p i t s  i n  t h e  Corn H i l l  a r e a  w h i l e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  T r u r o  
and Province town l a n d s .  

N a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  was 
p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  Cape a r e a s .  The 
combined u s e  of w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e  food  r e s o u r c e s  formed t h e  
b a s i s  of t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  sys t em.  I t  i s  unknown a t  p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  
when a g r i c u l t u r e ,  o r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  Cape Cod a r e a .  However, a s  t h e  
above Corn H i l l  example i l l u s t r a t e s ,  by  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  
s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  of c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  and squash  were b e i n g  
produced f o r  s t o r a g e  and a t  t i m e s  f o r  s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  E n g l i s h  
s e t t l e r s .  S h e l l f i s h i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and h u n t i n g  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  
s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  I n  T r u r o ,  quahaugs a r e  now found i n  t h e  
Pamet Harbor  a r e a  w i t h  s u r f  c lams b e i n g  found i n  beds  i n  t h e  ocean  
and i n  t h e  bay. O y s t e r ,  s o f t  s h e l l e d  c lam,  and bay s c a l l o p  may 
a l s o  have  been  found i n  t h e  p a s t .  An a l e w i f e  r u n  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
p r e s e n t  i n  P i l g r i m  Lake. The T r u r o  a r e a  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  numerous 
s p e c i e s  of f i s h  and s e a  mammals a v a i l a b l e  t o  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
I n  f r e s h  w a t e r ,  t r o u t ,  b a s s ,  and p i c k e r e l  would have been  
a v a i l a b l e .  I n  t h e  ocean  and b a y ,  b a s s ,  b l u e f i s h ,  m a c k e r e l ,  cod ,  
haddock ,  t u n a ,  s h a r k ,  s w o r d f i s h ,  b l u e f i s h ,  and o t h e r s  were p r e s e n t  
on a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s .  Sea mammals a v a i l a b l e  i n c l u d e d  s e a l s  and 
numerous s p e c i e s  of whales .  C o a s t a l  f l a t s  on t h e  bay s i d e  of 
T r u r o  may have  p r o v i d e d  an  e x c e l l e n t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  n a t i v e  w e i r  
f i s h i n g  much t h e  same a s  i t  d i d  f o r  l a t e r  c o l o n i a l  f i s h e r m e n .  

The w e t l a n d s  and wooded a r e a s  of  T r u r o  p r o v i d e d  numerous s p e c i e s  
of mammals f o r  h u n t i n g .  Dee r ,  f o x ,  r a c c o o n ,  w o l f ,  and o t h e r  
f u r b e a r e r s  were  a v a i l a b l e .  Waterfowl would a l s o  have  been  
a v a i l a b l e  a l o n g  b o t h  ocean  and bay s h o r e s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  w e t l a n d s .  
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V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

I n f e r r e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  
t h roughou t  t h i s  p e r i o d  by b o t h  n a t i v e s  and w h i t e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  new 
t r a i l s  may a l s o  have  been  made by w h i t e s  a s  t h e y  p r e p a r e d  t h e  a r e a  
f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  

B. P o v u l a t i o n  

A s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  may have  been p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  T r u r o  
a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  However, l i t t l e  new i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  
p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n  ove r  t h a t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d .  

Europeans were a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  T r u r o  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, 
t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  was a g a i n  of a  t r a n s i e n t  o r  t emporary  n a t u r e .  
E x p l o r e r s  and e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f t e n  anchored  v e s s e l s  i n  t h e  
p r o t e c t e d  Cape Cod Bay a r e a  o f f  Nor th  T r u r o  and Province town f o r  
s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e ,  b u t  no p o p u l a t i o n  deve loped .  Fishermen may 
a l s o  have  s t a y e d  t e m p o r a r i l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  w h i l e  f i s h i n g  on a  
s e a s o n a l  b a s i s .  F i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  may have  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  t h e  bay 
s h o r e  i n  t h e  E a s t  Harbor  and Pamet Harbor  a r e a s .  However, no 
l a s t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  deve loped .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was p r o b a b l y  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  Myles S t a n d i s h  and o t h e r  
men from t h e  Mayflower e x p l o r e d  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  of T r u r o  i n  1620. 
These a r e a s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of S t o u t ' s  Creek ,  E a s t  H a r b o r ,  
Head of t h e  Meadow, and t h e  Pamet R i v e r .  During t h e s e  
e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  l i v i n g  n a t i v e s  were s e e n  a s  w e l l  a s  n a t i v e  g r a v e s ,  
c o r n  s t o r a g e  a r e a s ,  c l e a r e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f i e l d s ,  and p o t e n t i a l  
v i l l a g e  a r e a s .  N a t i v e s  were  c l e a r l y  p r e s e n t  i n  T r u r o  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p r i o r  t o  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  
T r u r o  p r o p r i e t o r s  p u r c h a s e d  l a n d  from t h e  n a t i v e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a t  
t h e  l e a s t  a  n a t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  T r u r o  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  w e l l .  

While permanent  European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  T r u r o  
a r e a ,  t empora ry  o r  s e a s o n a l  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  may have been p r e s e n t  
a long  t h e  Cape Cod Bay s h o r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n e a r  P i l g r i m  Lake ( E a s t  
H a r b o r ) ,  Pond V i l l a g e ,  and Pamet Harbor .  No e v i d e n c e  h a s  y e t  been 
found t o  c o r r o b o r a t e  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  

D. Economic Base 

L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e s c r i b i n g  n a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  However, b o t h  n a t i v e s  and any 
w h i t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  combine w i l d  and 
d o m e s t i c a t e  food  r e s o u r c e s  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  N a t i v e s  
l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow c o r n ,  a s  Myles S t a n d i s h  found  c o r n  
s t o r a g e  a r e a s  and c l e a r e d  f i e l d s  d u r i n g  h i s  1620 e x p l o r a t i o n  of  
t h e  a r e a .  N a t i v e s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  f i s h e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  a l t h o u g h  no 
e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  
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Europeans d i d  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  permanent  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
Province town a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  They may h a v e ,  however ,  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t empora ry  o r  s e a s o n a l  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  Cape 
Cod Bay s h o r e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  a r e a  was h i g h l y  
va lued  by  a l l  c o l o n i a l  towns a s  a  pr ime f i s h i n g  a r e a .  The b a s s  
and mackere l  f i s h e r y  were  i m p o r t a n t  q u i t e  e a r l y .  O the r  i m p o r t a n t  
f i s h e r i e s  i n c l u d e d  c o d ,  haddock ,  w h a l e s ,  p o l l o c k ,  and s h a r k s .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Con tac t  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  were p r o b a b l y  s t i l l  i n  u s e  by b o t h  
n a t i v e s  and w h i t e s .  The f i r s t  road  i n  T r u r o ,  known a s  t h e  D r i f t  
Highway, was l a i d  o u t  from t h e  head of t h e  pond ( V i l l a g e  Pond?) t o  
t h e  head of Pamet i n  c a .  1700 (Deyo 1890: 925) .  I n  1715 t h e  
K i n g ' s  Highway was l a i d  o u t  t h r o u g h  T r u r o  t o  connec t  Eastham w i t h  
t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s .  T h i s  roadway was r e a l l y  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  
Old County Road r u n n i n g  a l o n g  t h e  back s i d e  of t h e  town around t h e  
heads  of p i e r s .  The r o u t e  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  o l d e r  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  
i n  many a r e a s .  O the r  r o a d s  were a l s o  l a i d  o u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  same 
p e r i o d  ( c a .  1711)  c o n n e c t i n g  v a r i o u s  s e t t l e m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
town and p r o b a b l y  c o n n e c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Old County Road and l a t e r  
K i n g ' s  Highway. On o r  b e f o r e  c a .  1727 Long S t r e e t  (Commercial  
S t r e e t ? )  was ex t ended  i n t o  T r u r o .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e s  were s t i l l  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
However, l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  a c t u a l  
p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  t h a t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d s .  Some 
t r a n s i e n t  n a t i v e s  may have  been  p r e s e n t  a s  crew on f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  

While some European s e t t l e m e n t  was made p r i o r  t o  c a .  1700 ,  i t  was 
of l i m i t e d  scope .  Fo l lowing  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  around t h a t  d a t e  
T r u r o l s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew s l o w l y  t o  a  t o t a l  of 42 males  ( p o s s i b l y  
210 o r  more i n d i v i d u a l s ,  5  x 42)  a t  t h e  d a t a  of i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  
1709 (Deyo 1890: 925) .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1711 ,  20 a d d i t i o n a l  
males were  l i s t e d .  I n  1732 ,  36 f reemen a r e  l i s t e d  i n  T r u r o ,  a  
p o s s i b l e  d e c r e a s e  from 1711.  During t h e  f i r s t  c e n s u s  i n  1765 ,  924 
i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  T r u r o ,  f o l l o w e d  by 1 , 2 2 7  i n  1776. 
E i t h e r  Deyo ' s  1732 f i g u r e  is  i n c o r r e c t ,  o r  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  from 1733 t o  1765. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The T r u r o  o r  Pamet a r e a  was f i r s t  pe rmanen t ly  s e t t l e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  I n i t i a l l y ,  T r u r o  was under  t h e  dominion of Eastham and 
t h e  Province town and W e l l f l e e t  a r e a s  were s e t t l e d  by r e s i d e n t s  of 
t h a t  town. I n  1684 ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of Nauset  (Eastham) pu rchased  
much of t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  from t h e  Pamel I n d i a n s .  Some p u r c h a s e s  
were made by i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1644 ,  b u t  no e v i d e n c e  i s  
p r e s e n t  of an a t t e m p t e d  s e t t l e m e n t .  Fo l lowing  t h e  p u r c h a s e  i n  
1696,  t e n  homelo t s  were d i v i d e d  i n  t h e  Pamet a r e a .  A l l  l o t s  
ex t ended  from t h e  bay e a s t e r l y .  On J u l y  24 ,  1697 ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  
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h e l d  a  meet ing  f o r  renewal  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  (Pamet )  and s e t t l e m e n t  
of t h e  l a n d s  o f - t h e i r  p u r c h a s e s  i n  t h e  Pamet a r e a  from Eastham. 
Bounds f o r  Pamet were s e t  f rom Bound Brook t o  E a s t e r n  Harbor  
( P i l g r i m  Lake) .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  a  compact was a l s o  made w i t h  t h e  
n a t i v e s  t h a t  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  shou ld  have o n e - e i g h t h  of a l l  d r i f t  
whales  of b o t h  s h o r e s .  On J u n e  4 ,  1700 ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  made t h e  
f i r s t  d e c l a r a t i o n  t o  remove t o  Pamet. A t  t h i s  d a t e  T r u r o  r e c o r d s  
a l s o  became d i s t i n c t  from t h o s e  of Eastham. P r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  
t h e r e  were r e s i d e n t s  of Pamet,  o r  T r u r o ,  b u t  t h e y  were p r i m a r i l y  
f i s h e r m e n .  I t  was t h e  Eastham p u r c h a s e r s  who gave  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  
i t s  f i r s t  m u n i c i p a l  government .  The p r o p r i e t o r s  t hemse lves  
p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of p re -1700 s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  T r u r o  a r e a ,  f o r  a t  
t h e  d a t e  of removal ( s e t t l e m e n t )  i n  1700 t h e y  v o t e d  t o  pay any 
r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a  f u n d s  t o  e r e c t  f e n c e s  t o  keep  t h e  s ands  from 
f i l l i n g  E a s t e r n  Harbor .  

On Oc tobe r  1 0 ,  1705 ,  t h e  Gene ra l  C o u r t  v o t e d  t o  a l l o w  t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  of  Pamet t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of choos ing  i t s  own o f f i c e r s ,  
c a l l i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  D a n g e r f i e l d .  On J u l y  1 6 ,  1709 ,  Pamet was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  town of T r u r o .  The Eastham/Truro boundary was 
r e s e t  once a g a i n  i n  1714. The P r o v i n c e l a n d s  (P rov ince town)  were  
under  t h e  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of T r u r o  u n t i l  1717,  when 
t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s  were c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  t h e  P r e c i n c t  of Cape Cod. 
I n  1727 t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s  were i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  town of 
Province town and f i n a l l y  s e p a r a t e d  from T r u r o .  

S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  was s p r e a d  o u t  among s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
r u r a l  communit ies .  E a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t s  were p r e s e n t  a t  High Head, 
E a s t  Harbor ,  and l a t e r  Pond V i l l a g e ,  G r e a t  Hollow, T r u r o  V i l l a g e ,  
and Sou th  T r u r o .  

D. Economic Base 

L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e s c r i b i n g  n a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
T r u r o  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  However, some n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  s t i l l  
remain ing  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h u n t ,  f i s h ,  g a t h e r  w i l d  p l a n t s  and 
s h e l l f i s h ,  and p l a n t  c o r n  t o  s u r v i v e .  N a t i v e s  may a l s o  have  
s e r v e d  a s  crew members aboa rd  c o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  p e r i o d .  

Both a g r i c u l t u r e  and t h e  f i s h e r i e s  were i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  e a r l y  
s e t t l e r s  of T ru ro .  Regard ing  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  c o r n  was t h e  major  c r o p  
f o l l o w e d  by r y e ,  o a t s ,  b a r l e y ,  and wheat .  Husbandry was t h e  
i m p o r t a n t .  C a t t l e ,  p i g s ,  and sheep  were r a i s e d  f o r  food  and 
p r o f i t  w i t h  h o r s e s  and oxen p r e s e n t  a s  b e a s t s  of bu rden .  

S a l t  marsh hay  was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  a s  an imal  food  and found  a l o n g  
t h e  bay s h o r e l i n e ,  Pamet Meadows, and a t  t h e  P rov ince town/Tru ro  
b o r d e r .  T r u r o ' s  f o r e s t s  were  a l s o  e x p l o i t e d  q u i t e  e a r l y  f o r  
cordwood and t i m b e r .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  c u t t i n g  of wood became s o  g r e a t  
by T r u r o  n o n r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  i n  1696 t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of Pamet l a n d s  
o r d e r e d  t h a t  no cordwood o r  t i m b e r  c o u l d  be c u t  i n  Pamet l a n d s  and 
c a r r i e d  o f f  from s a i d  l a n d s .  

The f i s h e r i e s  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  T r u r o l s  r e s i d e n t s .  Cod and 
mackere l  f i s h e r i e s  were deve loped  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p r i m a r i l y  
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based in the East Harbor and Pamet Harbor areas. The whale 
fishery was also important. Truro boasted its own deep water 
whalers as early as 1720. In fact, some authors have said that 
Truro was the first and most prominent colonial town in the 
whaling industry. This fame was, however, short-lived. 
Shipbuilding in Truro was also important and tied to the whaling 
industry. As late as ca. 1800 the town of Truro had nine large 
whaling vessels, some of which were built in Truro on the Pamet 
River. Wharves were also built during the Colonial period as a 
result of the fisheries and coastwise industries. In 1754 a large 
wharf was built on the shore of Indian Neck. Other wharves were 
also built at the mouth of the Pamet River. 

The manufacture of lime was also pursued in Truro at an early 
date. Whether or not lime was sold or used as fertilizer is 
unknown at this time. However, its manufacture was so important 
that in 1705 the proprietors enacted an act that no shellfish 
could be dug by any person who was not a resident of Pamet. This 
act was not necessarily to protect shellfish per se, but since the 
shells of shellfish were important in the manufacture of lime. 
Lime manufacture was so widespread that in 1711 the proprietors 
also voted that no wood could be cut within the limits of common 
land for the burning of lime except by rightful owners. 

Taverns were also important, as the Old King's Highway which 
passed through town was the main highway route from Eastham to 
Provincetown. 

Four wind-powered grist mills were also constructed in Truro 
during the 18th century. Thomas Paine of Eastham built the first 
in ca. 1711. Three other mills were also built; one on the hill 
where the town hall stands, one in South Truro, and one on the 
Highlands. 

E. Architecture 

Residential: Although the destruction of the county's deeds makes 
accurate dating difficult, a number of the town's structures area 
attributed to this period. Most common are the 1 1/2-story, 
double-pile, interior chimney, gable roof structures of four or 
five bays. At least one 2 1/2-story double-pile house survives, 
with center chimney and entry and five bays in width (ca. 1760). 

Institutional: The town's first meetinghouse was built in 1711; a 
second was constructed in 1720, enlarged in 1765. Possible 
appearance indicates a 2 1/2-story gable roof structure with 
two-story entry porch on the long side, as illustrated in Barber; 
it was taken down ca. 1840 after the town's municipal focus 
shifted from Pond Village. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. Transportation Routes 

The principal route through the town remained the old "King's 
Highway." In the late 18th century, this entered town in the 
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s o u t h e a s t ,  p a s s e d  e a s t  of G r e a t  Pond and  Pamet R i v e r  ( f o l l o w i n g  
p a r t s  of Pamet Road s o u t h  and n o r t h ) .  The highway t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  
s o u t h  of S m a l l s  H i l l  and a l o n g  H i g g i n s  Hollow, c r o s s e d  L i t t l e  
Pamet R i v e r ,  and c o n t i n u e d  n o r t h  t h rough  G r e a t  Hollow, p a s t  t h e  
meet inghouse  c e n t e r ,  and t h r o u g h  Nor th  T r u r o .  I t  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  
Head of t h e  Meadow Road and p a s s e d  e a s t  t h r o u g h  S a l t  Meadow and 
t h e  dunes a r e a  i n t o  Province town.  By t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
l o c a l  r o u t e s  were w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  t h e  bay and ocean  c o a s t s ,  
and an a l t e r n a t e  s o u t h e r n  road  (Old County Road) had become t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  r o u t e  from T r u r o  V i l l a g e  t o  W e l l f l e e t  C e n t e r .  Freeman 
(1794: 197)  commented t h a t  " t h e  r o a d s  a r e  u n i v e r s a l l y  bad , "  no 
doub t  due t o  t h e  t own ' s  d e e p ,  s andy  s o i l .  A f t e r  1812 ,  p a c k e t  
s e r v i c e  t o  Bos ton  was e s t a b l i s h e d  from Pamet R i v e r  h a r b o r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

From a  h i g h  of 1227 i n  1776 ,  T r u r o  made n e g l i g i b l e  p o p u l a t i o n  
g a i n s  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  War of  1812 ,  when t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e  f i s h i n g  
f l e e t s  a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e  numbers of p e o p l e  t o  t h e  town. T r u r o ' s  
g r e a t e s t  - -  and o n l y  - -  boom p e r i o d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  two decades  
1820-1840 when h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  by n e a r l y  5 5 % .  I n  t h e  decade  
1820-30 a l o n e ,  t h e  town ave raged  a  r i s e  o f  30.6 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r  
(up  from 3.2 t h e  p r e v i o u s  d e c a d e ) .  

The town 's  g rowth  was d i m i n i s h e d  by an ep idemic  i n  1816 t h a t  swept  
t h e  o u t e r  Cape. 

L ike  P rov ince town ,  t h i s  a r e a  became an  e a r l y  c e n t e r  of Methodism; 
i t  i s  n o t  known when an i n d e p e n d e n t  s o c i e t y  was formed.  By 
p e r i o d ' s  end a  second s o c i e t y  was formed f o r  r e s i d e n t s  of South  
T r u r o .  Camp mee t ings  were h e l d  h e r e  i n  1826. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

By t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h r e e  s e t t l e m e n t  c l u s t e r s  had deve loped  
i n  t h e  town, a l l  on t h e  bay s h o r e .  The l a r g e s t  of t h e s e  was Pond 
V i l l a g e  ( l a t e r  N o r t h  T r u r o ) ,  w i t h  40 houses  i n  1794. To t h e  
n o r t h ,  a  hamle t  of  14 houses  was l o c a t e d  a t  E a s t  Harbor .  A t h i r d ,  
l o o s e  c l u s t e r  was grouped  s o u t h  of t h e  meet inghouse  c e n t e r ,  a t  
G r e a t  Hollow and s o u t h e a s t  a t  Pamet R i v e r ,  where 28 houses  were 
grouped .  A M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church was b u i l t  n o r t h  of t h e  
Pamet R i v e r  i n  1826 ,  and i n  1827 t h e  new C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
meet inghouse  was r e l o c a t e d  n e a r b y  on a  h i l l  n e a r  t h e  growing 
s e t t l e m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on t h e  Pamet R i v e r .  To t h e  e a s t  of Pond 
V i l l a g e ,  t h e  f i r s t  l i g h t h o u s e  on Cape Cod was p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  1798.  

D. Economic Base 

The v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of Province town t o  war and t h e  c e s s a t i o n s  of t h e  
f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  was a l s o  t r u e  of T r u r o ,  a l b e i t  t o  a  l e s s e r  
e x t e n t .  The re  is l i t t l e  h a r d  e v i d e n c e  of t h e  s i z e  of T r u r o ' s  
f i s h i n g  f l e e t  u n t i l  1837 ,  when i t  was t h e  second  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  
coun ty .  Because of t h e  t o w n ' s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  P rov ince town ,  t h e  
i n d u s t r y  may w e l l  s h a r e  i t s  growth  w i t h  t h a t  town, w i t h  
s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  number of v e s s e l s  and men i n  t h e  
1820s.  ( I n  1794 
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Freeman w r o t e  a t  l e n g t h  of t h e  v a l u e  of h a r b o r  improvements f o r  
T r u r o ,  b u t  l i t t l e  seems t o  have  been done . )  A s  i n  P rov ince town ,  
some whal ing  was c o n t i n u e d  from T r u r o  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  Rich  
n o t e d  a  wha le r  f rom Sou th  T r u r o  i n  1810. Some s a l t  making a l s o  
c a r r i e d  o n ,  b u t  f a r  l e s s  t h a n  i n  T r u r o ' s  n e i g h b o r  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  

I n  1794,  t h e r e  was one w a t e r  m i l l  and 3  w i n d m i l l s .  Of n a t i v e  
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  however ,  t h e  town was n e a r l y  d e s t i t u t e .  Most of t h e  
t own ' s  food  s t u f f s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f l a x ,  c o t t o n ,  and wool were  
p rocu red  from Bos ton .  

The e a s t e r n  s h o r e  of T r u r o  was t h e  most t r e a c h e r o u s  of any p a r t  of 
t h e  c o a s t  f o r  seamen. "More v e s s e l s  a r e  c a s t  away h e r e , "  Freeman 
wro te  i n  1794,  " than  i n  any o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  c o u n t y  of 
B a r n s t a b l e . "  The f i r s t  l i g h t h o u s e  on Cape Cod, t h e  Highland  L i g h t  
(NR, # 2 0 ) ,  was e r e c t e d  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r .  Freeman h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  
1790s was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  p lacement  of  h u t s  by t h e  Humane 
S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  of sh ipwrecked  s a i l o r s  ( d e s c r i b e d  i n  h i s  "A 
D e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  E a s t e r n  C o a s t . . . " ) .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The most p o p u l a r  house  form remained t h e  1 
1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney, g a b l e  roof  t y p e .  Most 
of t h e  c a .  70 of  t h i s  t y p e  d a t e  f rom t h i s  p e r i o d ,  e q u a l  numbers of 
f o u r -  and f i v e - b a y  w i d t h s ,  p l u s  abou t  two examples  of t h r e e  b a y s .  
A s m a l l  number were c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  ex t ended  s t u d  h e i g h t  ( c a .  
7 ) .  An e a r l y  p e r i o d  s o u r c e  (Freman 1794)  c l a i m s  o n l y  one house  
was o v e r  a  s i n g l e  s t o r y .  Two and a  h a l f  s t o r y  houses  were b u i l t  
i n  s m a l l  numbers ,  p r i m a r i l y  c e n t e r  chimney and c e n t e r  e n t r y  
h o u s e s ,  f i v e  bays  i n  w i d t h  w i t h  h i p  r o o f s ;  one end chimney h i p  
r o o f e d  example a l s o  s u r v i v e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  b u i l t  a  new meet inghouse  i n  
i t s  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n  i n  1827;  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  is  composed of a  
l a r g e  g a b l e d  b l o c k  w i t h  a  pedimented  p r o j e c t i n g  p a v i l i o n  l i t  by 
t h r e e  windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  two above ,  and a  s i n g l e  a t  i t s  
apex .  E n t r i e s  a r e  i n t o  t h e  main b l o c k ;  a  s q u a r e  tower  is  topped  
by an open b e l f r y .  The M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  a  s m a l l  house  c a .  1795;  a  
new house  b u i l t  i n  1826 i n  t h e  c e n t e r  was a  s i m p l e  g a b l e  f r o n t  
s t r u c t u r e ,  1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r y  i n  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  and 
a  s i n g l e  window between them and two i n  t h e  l ong  s i d e .  I t  was 
r emode l l ed  i n  1845 and 1875,  b u t  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown. I t  
was t a k e n  down i n  1926. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  
improvement.  C a r t  b r i d g e s  were b u i l t  o v e r  t h e  Pamet and L i t t l e  
Pamet r i v e r s  i n  1840. Harbor  f a c i l i t i e s  were improved a t  Pamet 
R i v e r  ( T r u r o  V i l l a g e ) ,  a s  wharves  were b u i l t  i n  t h e  1830s .  
However, a t t e m p t s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  h a r b o r  f rom f i l l i n g  f a i l e d ,  and 
by 1860 i t  was c logged  w i t h  s a n d .  
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

The p e r i o d  was t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  f o r  T r u r o ' s  p r o s p e r i t y ,  r e f l e c t e d  
s t a r k l y  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s .  I n  t h e  1830s ,  t h e  town ave raged  
37.3 new p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  f i g u r e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  any 
h i s t o r i c  t ime  p e r i o d  i n  T r u r o ;  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  decade  t h i s  f i g u r e  
f e l l  t o  13 .1 ;  and a f t e r  1850 t h e  c e n s u s  f i g u r e s  show a  c o n t i n u o u s  
d e c l i n e  u n t i l  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Three  p e r c e n t  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  were f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  1855 - -  below 
t h e  4 .7% coun ty  a v e r a g e ;  well be low P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  12.3% b u t  above 
Eas tham ' s  1 . 6 % .  Small  numbers f rom England ,  I r e l a n d ,  and Canada 
were r e p o r t e d .  A decade  l a t e r ,  t h e  c e n s u s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  f i r s t  
P o r t u g u e s e  i n  T r u r o  ( 1 4 ) ,  t h e n  making up s l i g h t l y  more t h a n  a  
t h i r d  of t h e  t own ' s  immigran t s .  T h i s ,  however ,  was a  l a r g e r  number 
t h a n  anywhere e l s e  i n  t h e  coun ty  e x c e p t  Province town and p r o b a b l y  
r e f l e c t s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  l a r g e r  town. 

With t h e  expans ion  of p o p u l a t i o n ,  a  Union S o c i e t y  of 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  and M e t h o d i s t s  was formed i n  Nor th  T r u r o ,  
1840. A t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  an  a t t e m p t  was made t o  form a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
S o c i e t y ,  b u t  when t h e  b u i l d i n g  was d e s t r o y e d  by a  s t o r m  t h e  p l a n  
was abandoned. I n  1835 a  Benevo len t  S o c i e t y  was formed t o  p r o v i d e  
a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t i m e s  of s i c k n e s s  and d e a t h .  An Academy was formed 
i n  1840. A poor  house  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  1840s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

With t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  T r u r o  C e n t e r  on t h e  
Pamet R i v e r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow a s  t h e  t own ' s  main s e t t l e m e n t  
f o c u s .  S t o r e s  and s h e d s  c l u s t e r e d  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r s i d e  wharves .  
On t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  an academy and poor  house  were 
b u i l t  i n  1840,  and an  Odd Fe l lows  H a l l  ( l a t e r  t h e  town h a l l )  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  b e f o r e  1850. However, w i t h  t h e  f i l l i n g  of Pamet 
Harbor by 1860,  g rowth  of T r u r o  C e n t e r  came t o  a  h a l t .  

Pond V i l l a g e  ( N o r t h  T r u r o )  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow a s  a  s e c o n d a r y  c e n t e r  
i n  t h e  f i r s t  decades  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  and a  Union Meet inghouse  was 
b u i l t  h e r e  c a .  1840. A M e t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  t h e  
s o u t h e a s t  i n  1831 ,  and r e p l a c e d  i n  1851. A s m a l l  hamle t  deve loped  
h e r e  ( S o u t h  T r u r o )  a l o n g  t h e  bay s h o r e .  On t h e  A t l a n t i c  s h o r e ,  
t h e  Cape Cod Lighthouse was r e b u i l t  i n  1853,  and r e p l a c e d  i n  1857. 

D. Economic Base 

The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  was T r u r o ' s  boom p e r i o d .  "The most 
p r o s p e r o u s  d a y s , "  town h i s t o r i a n  Shebnah Rich  w r o t e ,  "were i n  
a b o u t  1836 ,  when t h e  macke re l  f i s h e r y  was c a r r i e d  on l a r g e l y  by 
s m a l l  v e s s e l s  w e l l  accommodated by t h e  h a r b o r  t o  do a l l  t h e i r  
b u s i n e s s  a t  home." That  y e a r ,  63  b o a t s  and 512 men went a f t e r  t h e  
cod and m a c k e r e l ,  whose c a t c h e s  were va lued  a t  $50 ,850  and $94,500 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  These were  t h e  second  h i g h e s t  f i g u r e s  r e p o r t e d  i n  
t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  ( a f t e r  P r o v i n c e t o w n ) .  The f i s h i n g  f l e e t  used o v e r  
42 ,000  b u s h e l s  of s a l t  t h a t  y e a r  - -  o v e r  t w i c e  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of 
t h e  T r u r o  s a l t  works ,  which numbered 39 t h a t  y e a r  ( a  r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a l l  number, p l a c i n g  t h e  town 9 t h  o u t  of 1 3  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ) .  
Union, 
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Truro



Nor th ,  and Lower wharves ,  a l l  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1830s ,  were crowded 
w i t h  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s .  A s h i p y a r d  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Pamet R ive r  
produced 15 b r i g s  and s c h o o n e r s  be tween  1837 and 1851. T h r e e  
p a c k e t s  c a r r i e d  f i s h  t o  Bos ton ,  r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  s u p p l i e s  f o r  
o u t f i t t e r s .  I n  1849 t h e  Government c o n s t r u c t e d  a  l i g h t h o u s e  a t  
Snow's Beach. 

A t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  grew,  however ,  a t  t h e  same t ime  i t  r e q u i r e d  b e t t e r  
accommodations.  Repea ted  a t t e m p t s  - -  i n  1839 and 1848 - -  were made 
t o  s o l i c i t  Government a i d  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  b r e a k w a t e r .  I n  
1854 a  l o c a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  succeeded  i n  s i n k i n g  a  p i l e  s t r u c t u r e  
o n l y  t o  f i n d  i t  g r o s s l y  i n a d e q u a t e .  A s  a  r e s u l t  much of T r u r o ' s  
f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  p r o b a b l y  s h i f t e d  t o  Province town i n  t h e  1850s.  
Al though t h e r e  were s t i l l  49 v e s s e l s  i n  1855 ,  by  1865 ,  t h e r e  were 
o n l y  t e n .  

Rich  n o t e s  t h a t  " t h e  f i n a l  blow from which t h e  town n e v e r  
r e c o v e r e d ,  was t h e  b r e a k i n g  up of t h e  Union Company's s t o r e "  - -  a 
' day  of r e c k o n i n g '  p r o b a b l y  b r o u g h t  on by t h e  P a n i c  of 1857. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The 1 1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney,  
g a b l e  r o o f e d  house  t y p e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
though i n  s m a l l  numbers.  About 15  s u r v i v e :  most a r e  f i v e  bays  i n  
w i d t h  w i t h  e x t e n d e d  s t u d  h e i g h t ;  one h a s  a  f l u s h b o a r d  f a c a d e .  
Small  numbers of g a b l e  f r o n t  houses  a r e  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
f a r  fewer  t h a n  i n  o t h e r  r e g i o n  towns.  Most a r e a  1 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  
t h r e e  bays  i n  w i d t h ,  d o u b l e  p i l e ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney, w i t h  s i d e  e l l  
( c a .  8 ) ;  two a r e  known t o  employ t h e  s m a l l  s i d e  f i x e d  s a s h  windows 
common on t h e  s i d e  g a b l e  e l e v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  One f o u r - b a y  
example i s  known i n  t h i s  h e i g h t ,  and a  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  example 
s u r v i v e s .  These houses  a r e  s i m p l y  ornamented w i t h  wide c o r n i c e  
b o a r d s  and door  s u r r o u n d s .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  b o t h  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  
and 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  examples  a r e  b u i l t  w i t h  I t a l i a n a t e  ornament  b u t  i n  
v e r y  s m a l l  numbers ( c a .  3 ) .  T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d r o p  
i n  t h e  t own ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a f t e r  1850 ,  which r educed  new h o u s i n g  
n e e d s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town ' s  second  M e t h o d i s t  s o c i e t y  b u i l t  a  
meet inghouse  i n  S o u t h  T r u r o  i n  1831;  a  s e c o n d ,  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e  
b u i l t  i n  1851 was a  1 1 / 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  
pedimented p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r y  t w o - t i e r e d  s q u a r e  b e l f r y ,  c o r n e r  
p i l a s t e r s ,  and wide c o r n i c e  b o a r d ;  i t  s t o o d  u n t i l  1940 ,  when i t  
was s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g .  I n  1840 a  Union S o c i e t y  was b u i l t  f o r  
u s e  by t h e  a r e a ' s  M e t h o d i s t s  and C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s ;  t h i s  g a b l e  
f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  a  s q u a r e  e n t r y  tower  w i t h  c r e n e l l a t i o n  and an  
ex t ended  e n t r y  a r e a  s p a n n i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r o n t ,  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  
came from l a n c e t  windows. The town pu rchased  a  meet ing  h a l l  f o r  
u s e  a s  a  town h a l l ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  wide c o r n i c e  
b o a r d s  and p i l a s t e r s ,  s m a l l  b e l f r y  on t h e  f r o n t  roo f  r i d g e .  
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes  

I n  1873,  s e r v i c e  on t h e  Cape Cod d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Old Colony 
R a i l r o a d  was ex t ended  n o r t h  from W e l l f l e e t  t h r o u g h  T r u r o  t o  
Province town.  The l i n e  p a s s e d  a l o n g  t h e  e a s t ,  bay  s i d e  of town, 
and an embankment was b u i l t  a c r o s s  Pamel R i v e r  a t  T r u r o  V i l l a g e .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Between 1870 and 1915,  T r u r o  l o s t  h a l f  of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f a l l i n g  
from 1269 t o  663 p e r s o n s .  The P o r t u g u e s e  were t h e  dominant  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  e t h n i c  group  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  A s  l a t e  a s  1885 ,  
T r u r o  had t h e  s e c o n d - h i g h e s t  number of P o r t u g u e s e  ( a f t e r  
Province town)  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  A s  T r u r o ' s  P o r t u g u e s e  co lony  
remained r e l a t i v e l y  c o n s t a n t  n u m e r i c a l l y ,  i t  soon l o s t  t h i s  r a n k  
t o  o t h e r  towns ,  by 1915 f a l l i n g  t o  l o t h ,  w i t h  84 P o r t u g u e s e - b o r n  
r e s i d e n t s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

With t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e ,  l i t t l e  s e t t l e m e n t  
e x p a n s i o n  o c c u r r e d .  However, w i t h  t h e  growing number of 
P o r t u g u e s e ,  two Roman C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h e s  were b u i l t :  S a c r e d  H e a r t  
(1895)  a t  T r u r o  C e n t e r ,  and Our Lady of P e r p e t u a l  Help (1911)  a t  
Nor th  T r u r o .  Cobb Memorial L i b r a r y  was b u i l t  a t  T r u r o  C e n t e r  i n  
1912. 

Summer t o u r i s m  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  and summer r e s o r t  c l u s t e r s  
deve loped  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  s h o r e  b l u f f s  i n  t h e  e a s t  a t  t h e  
H igh lands  n e a r  Cape Cod L i g h t h o u s e ,  where a  h o t e l  and g o l f  c o u r s e  
were a l s o  b u i l t ,  and B a l l s t o n  Beach o f f  Pamet Road. By p e r i o d ' s  
end ,  l o t s  were b e i n g  l a i d  o u t  f o r  summer houses  on P i l g r i m  BEach 
on t h e  bay s h o r e  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t .  A c o l d  s t o r a g e  p l a n t  was b u i l t  
a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  a t  Nor th  T r u r o  i n  1910. 

D. Economic Base 

With n e i t h e r  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  n o r  s t r o n g  m a r i t i m e  t r a d e  t o  t u r n  t o ,  
T r u r o ' s  economic a c t i v i t y  dropped s h a r p l y .  D e s p i t e  h e r  p r o x i m i t y  
t o  Province town ( o r  p e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  of i t ? ) ,  h e r  f i s h i n g  was o n l y  
a  p a l e  shadow of t h e  town t o  t h e  n o r t h .  A f t e r  t h e  s i l t i n g  up of 
t h e  h a r b o r ,  weir f i s h i n g  was begun abou t  1880. 

I n  1915 ,  T r u r o  r e p o r t e d  a  mackere l  c a t c h  va lued  a t  $20,984 - -  
second h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  a f t e r  P rov ince town .  About t h e  
o n l y  l a n d - b a s e d  i n d u s t r y  was a  f i s h - c a n n i n g  p l a n t .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  r a p i d  d r o p  i n  t h e  t own ' s  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a f t e r  1850 k e p t  new h o u s i n g  needs  t o  a  minimum i n  
t h e  town. T w o - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  houses  were s t i l l  
b u i l t ,  w i t h  p o r c h e s  and o rnamen ta l  s h i n g l e s .  A t  l e a s t  two Queen 
Anne examples a r e  known, e a c h  composed of a  p r i m a r y  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  
g a b l e  r o o f e d  b l o c k ;  t h e  more e l a b o r a t e  house  added a  p r o j e c t i n g  
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g a b l e  s e c t i o n  on i t s  f a c a d e ,  and a  tower composed of f o u r  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  s m a l l e r  e l e m e n t s .  The o t h e r  had a  c l i p p e d  g a b l e  and 
porch .  The S h i n g l e  S t y l e  houses  i n  t h e  town a r e a  few,  b o t h  u s i n g  
t h e  l a r g e  gambrel  form. L a t e r  a  Cra f t sman  house  was b u i l t ,  
employing a  h i g h  h i p  roo f  ove rhang ing  a  f u l l  s u r r o u n d i n g  p o r c h  
s u p p o r t e d  by f i e l d s t o n e  s u p p o r t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A second  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church was b u i l t  i n  Nor th  
T r u r o  i n  1890;  i t  i s  a  s m a l l ,  s h i n g l e d ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
b e l f r y ,  t r a n s e p t s ,  and a  pedimented  e n t r y  p o r c h  and p a l l a d i a n  
window on i t s  f a c a d e .  

Commercial: A h o t e l ,  t h e  Highland  House,  was b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  a  t h r e e - b a y  c e n t e r  g a b l e  
e n t r y  w i t h  po rch .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

By t h e  mid 1 9 2 0 s ,  a  h a r d - s u r f a c e d  highway,  U.S. Route  6 ,  had been 
b u i l t  t h rough  town. T h i s  f o l l o w e d  a  new r o u t e  n o r t h  t o  t h e  L i t t l e  
Pamet R i v e r .  I t  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  t h e  Old K i n g ' s  Highway 
c o r r i d o r  t o  Nor th  T r u r o .  From t h e r e  t h e  a u t o  r o u t e  e x t e n d e d  n o r t h  
t o  Province town a l o n g  t h e  bay s h o r e  on what i s  now 6A. By t h e  
l a t e  1930s ,  l o c a l  r o a d s  t o  t h e  Highland  L igh thouse  and t h e  Pond 
V i l l a g e  f i s h  f r e e z i n g  p l a n t  had a l s o  been  paved. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

T r u r o ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  u n t i l  1925 ,  when, a t  504 ,  
i t  was t h e  lower  t h a n  a t  any t i m e  s i n c e  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  Small  
g a i n s  were made i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i f t e e n  y e a r s ,  and by 1940 t h e  
town r e p o r t e d  585 p e o p l e .  The number of f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s ,  
i n  t h e  meantime, c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e .  By 1940,  T r u r o ' s  t o t a l  
immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n  amounted t o  9 .4% - -  a  p o i n t  below t h e  c o u n t y  
a v e r a g e  and f i v e  p o i n t s  below T r u r o l s  own f i g u r e  i n  1915. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

While  t h e  yea r - round  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e ,  summer 
r e s o r t  development  expanded ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  open ing  of  
U.S. Route 6  t h r o u g h  town i n  t h e  1920s .  Summer house  and c o t t a g e  
development  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  P i l g r i m  Beach i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t ,  and 
c o n t i n u e d  s o u t h e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  Nor th  T r u r o  on Route  6 (now 6A). 
O the r  c l u s t e r s  of summer c o t t a g e s  deve loped  a t  P i l g r i m  H e i g h t s  
(High Head Road) and a t  G r e a t  Hollow a l o n g  Route  6 .  

D. Economic Base 

About t h e  o n l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n d u s t r y  was a  f i s h - f r e e z i n g  p l a n t .  Weir 
f i s h i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o v i d e  p r o f i t a b l e  employment f o r  many of t h e  
townspeople .  Al though T r u r o  s h a r e d  some of t h e  a r t i s t s 1  co lony  
a tmosphe re  of P rov ince town ,  T r u r o  a l s o  saw a  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  
number of summer v i s i t o r s .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s e l f ,  b u t  s t i l l  
l i t t l e  new h o u s i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d ;  o n l y  c a .  4  yea r - round  houses  
a r e  known, i n c l u d i n g  a  s a l t b o x ,  bungalow,  t h r e e - b a y ,  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  
p y r a m i d a l ,  and o n e - s t o r y  t i l e  r o o f e d  py ramida l .  However, a  number 
of  t h e  u n i n v e n t o r i e d  c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  P i l g r i m  Beach d a t e  f rom t h i s  
p e r i o d .  These s i m p l e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  n e a r l y  s q u a r e  w i t h  g a b l e  
r o o f s ,  and s i n g l e  s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t .  Some p r e s e n t  t h e i r  g a b l e  end 
t o  t h e  s t r e e t  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y ;  o t h e r s  have  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  l o n g  
s i d e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  and Commercial:  None is  known. 

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Recent  a c t i v i t y  on t h i s  s u r v e y  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  r e a s o n a b l y  comple te  
cove rage  of t h e  t o w n ' s  r e s o u r c e s .  
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