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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY: T i s b u r y  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

The town of T i s b u r y  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  i s l a n d  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard ,  
l y i n g  between 700 50 '  and 70° 25'  l o n g i t u d e  and 410 95 '  and 
410 30 '  l a t i t u d e .  The i s l a n d  c o v e r s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  249 s q u a r e  
k i l o m e t e r s  and i s  cove red  w i t h  h i l l y  up land  w i t h  a  maximum 
e l e v a t i o n  of 92 m e t e r s ,  a v e r a g i n g  50 m e t e r s ;  and c o a s t a l  p l a i n  
w i t h  e l e v a t i o n s  s l o p i n g  g e n t l y  southward  from a b o u t  29  m e t e r s  t o  
s e a  l e v e l .  T i s b u r y  i s  t h e  n o r t h e r n m o s t  town on t h e  i s l a n d ,  
bounded on t h e  e a s t  and s o u t h  by Oak B l u f f s ,  t o  t h e  wes t  and s o u t h  
by West T i s b u r y .  The Vineyard  S o u t h  and Nan tucke t  Sound b o r d e r  
t h e  town i n  n o r t h e r n  d i r e c t i o n s .  Major  p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  i n  t h e  
town i n c l u d e  t h e  Lake Tashmoo t i d a l  a r e a  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  p a r t  
of town;  Vineyard  Haven Harbor w i t h  t h e  West Chop and E a s t  Chop 
a r e a s  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  and t h e  t i d a l  Lagoon Pond a r e a  a l o n g  t h e  
town ' s  b o r d e r  w i t h  Oak B l u f f s .  

The u p l a n d s  i n  t h e  town a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  bounds of t h e  Nantucke t  
Mora ine ,  a  h i l l y  and rocky  a r e a  c o v e r i n g  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  
township.  The moraine i s  composed l a r g e l y  of c o a r s e  o r  medium 
sand and b o u l d e r s  of v a r y i n g  s i z e  ( L a t i m e r  1925: lO) .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  
t h e  s o i l s  a r e  sandy  and n o t  s t r a t i f i e d .  Dra inage  i s  g e n e r a l  
s u b s u r f a c e ,  a l t h o u g h  some s t r e a m s  and ponds a r e  p r e s e n t .  
E l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  100 f e e t  o r  l e s s  i n  i n t e r i o r  a r e a s  and 50 f e e t  
o r  l e s s  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t .  Nea r ly  t h e  e n t i r e  town i s  w i t h i n  an  
o a k / p i n e  v e g e t a t i o n  zone.  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

West Chop, o r  Holmes Hole Neck, was n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
T i s b u r y  town i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1671 ,  b u t  was added i n  1673. The 
a r e a  wes t  of Lake Tashmoo was i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  Chickemoo t e r r i t o r y ,  
p a r t  of t h e  T i s b u r y  Manor ( l a t e r  Chi lmark) ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1671 ,  
and annexed t o  T i s b u r y  i n  1736. Holmes Hole was made E a s t  P a r i s h  
T i s b u r y  i n  1796. Wes te rn  boundary was e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of West T i s b u r y  i n  1892. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

T i s b u r y  i s  a  r e s o r t  community on t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  of M a r t h a ' s  
Vineyard ,  w i t h  many n a t i v e  s i t e s  l i k e l y .  F i r s t  permanent  European 
s e t t l e m e n t  of Holmes Hole Neck took  p l a c e  by 1674 a s  a  p e r i p h e r a l  
a r e a  of T i s b u r y .  Growth of Holmes Hole v i l l a g e  l e d  t o  l a t e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  s e p a r a t i o n  a s  E a s t  P a r i s h  T i s b u r y ,  and 1817 d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  
s u b - p o r t  of e n t r y  f o r  Edgartown. With t h e  impor t ance  of Holmes 
Hole a s  a  s h e l t e r e d  h a r b o r  f o r  c o a s t a l  s h i p  t r a f f i c ,  m a r i t i m e  
o r i e n t e d  v i l l a g e  growth  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
w i t h  Union Wharf f o c u s .  Holmes Hole s u b s e q u e n t l y  became a  f o c u s  
f o r  m a r i t i m e  b e n e v o l e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  Mar ine  
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H o s p i t a l ,  Seamen's  Chapel ,  and a  b r a n c h  of t h e  Seamen's  F r i e n d  
S o c i e t y .  An 1883  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  much of t h e  c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t .  
L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s o r t  development  f o c u s e d  on e s t a t e  d i s t r i c t  a t  
West Chop. A g i t a t i o n  f o r  s e p a r a t i o n  by t h e  town ' s  w e s t e r n  f a r m e r s  
l e d  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of p a r t  of town a s  West T i s b u r y  i n  1892. 
Holmes Hole was s u b s e q u e n t l y  named Vineyard  Haven. 

S e v e r a l  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n c e s  remain i n t a c t  s o u t h  of t h e  
c u r r e n t  b u s i n e s s  a r e a ,  and mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  Wi l l i ams  S t r e e t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  r ema ins  i n t a c t .  The 1890s  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  
e s t a t e s  of West Chop a l s o  s u r v i v e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n a l t e r e d .  
I n t e n s i v e ,  t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  commercial  development  on Main S t r e e t  
h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  r e b u i l t ,  1880s b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

L i t t l e  d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o r  u s e  of 
t r a i l s  and p a t h s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, i t  a p p e a r s  p r o b a b l e  
t h a t  c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  e x i s t e d ,  l i n k i n g  n a t i v e  communit ies  i n  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  i s l a n d .  In  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a ,  t h e  t r a i l ( s )  
p r o b a b l y  s k i r t e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  f r i n g e s  of Lake Tashmoo, Vineyard  
Haven Harbor ,  and s h o r e s  of Lagoon Pond. Main t r a i l s  may have  
c r o s s e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  from t h e  a r e a ,  a l s o  
l i n k i n g  t h e  above a r e a s  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t - d a y  Chilmark/Gay Head, 
T i s b u r y  Grea t  Pond, and Edgartown Grea t  Pond a r e a s .  C o a s t a l  
t r a v e l  by w a t e r  a l s o  a p p e a r s  p r o b a b l e .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

The p r e s e n t  town of T i s b u r y  d i d  n o t  c o n t a i n  one of t h e  major  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  
p e r i o d .  However, s e v e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  v i l l a g e  s i t e s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  
t h e  Lake Tashmoo and Vineyard  Haven o r  Holmes Hole a r e a s .  The 
a r e a  i n  g e n e r a l  was known a s  Nobnocket and c o n t a i n e d  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a  sachem, P o n i t ,  s t i l l  e x i s t e d  f o r  t h e  a r e a  i n  1682. 

No known European p o p u l a t i o n s  were p r e ~ s e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
l imits  of T i s b u r y  d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  T i s b u r y  o r  on M a r t h a ' s  
Vineyard d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, some c o n t a c t  between 
n a t i v e s  and Europeans  i n  t h e  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  a r e a  undoubted ly  
took  p l a c e  a s  European e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n  
f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  a r e a  f rom e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  long  b e f o r e  
s e t t l e m e n t .  Most n o t a b l e  were G o s n o l d l s  voyages t h r o u g h  t h e  
i s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  Cape and s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Cut tyhunk i n  1602.  

N a t i v e  Americans had s e t t l e d  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  f o r  some t ime  p r i o r  
t o  European c o n t a c t .  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e  and known a r t i f a c t  
l i s t i n g s  w i t h  g e n e r a l  T i s b u r y  p r o v e n i e n c e  e x h i b i t  a  s i t e  
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l o c a t i o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  c o a s t a l  a r e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  on n e c k s ,  
c o v e s ,  and c o a s t a l  ponds.  Some l o c a l  a r e a s  i n  T i s b u r y  c o n t a i n i n g  
e v i d e n c e  of L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  i n c l u d e  t h e  Lake 
Tashmoo, Lagoon Pond, and Vineyard  Haven a r e a s .  I n t e r i o r  a r e a s ,  
such  a s  D u a r t e  Pond, s h o u l d  a l s o  c o n t a i n  s i t e s .  

No e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  i d e n t i f y  s p e c i f i c  Con tac t  p e r i o d  
s i t e s .  However, i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h e y  e x i s t e d ,  s i n c e  t h e  T i s b u r y  
a r e a  was o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  by i t s  Algonquian  name, Nobnocket,  a  
t r i b a l / v i l l a g e  a r e a  on t h e  neck e a s t  of Vineyard  Haven Harbor i n  
t h e  West Chop a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  an  I n d i a n  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
i s  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1664 t h e  Holmes Hole Neck a r e a  
was s o l d  t o  t h e  w h i t e s  by n a t i v e s  i n h a b i t i n g  t h a t  a r e a .  N a t i v e  
names do n o t  s u r v i v e  f o r  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h e y  do i n  
o t h e r  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  towns.  However, t h o s e  names t h a t  do 
s u r v i v e  i n d i c a t e  t h e  a r e a  was used a n d / o r  l i v e d  i n  by l o c a l  
I n d i a n s .  For  example,  Ashappaquonse t t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  c r e e k  o r  
o u t l e t  of Tashmoo Lake, a  p o p u l a r  f i s h i n g  a r e a .  Kuttashimmoo was 
g r a d u a l l y  s h o r t e n e d  t o  Tashmoo and o r i g i n a l l y  a p p l i e d  t o  a  s p r i n g ,  
b u t  l a t e r  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  pond i n t o  which t h e  s p r i n g  f lowed.  O t h e r  
n a t i v e  p l a c e  names i n c l u d e d  Machequeset (swamp e a s t  of Tashmoo), 
Uqu ie s sah  ( L i t t l e  Neck a r e a ) ,  and Weaquat ickquayage (Lagoon Pond 
a r e a ) .  Wi thout  e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  n a t i v e  names a l l  r e f e r  t o  
c o a s t a l  and we t l and  a r e a s ,  p o s s i b l y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  impor t ance  t o  
l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  

Thus,  w h i l e  s p e c i f i c  Con tac t  p e r i o d  v i l l a g e  s i t e s  a r e  unknown f o r  
t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a ,  L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  l o c a t i o n s ,  g e n e r a l  
a r t i f a c t  l i s t i n g s  f o r  t h e  town, t h e  p r e s e n c e  of n a t i v e  p l a c e  names 
and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  had t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  r i g h t s  f o r  
s e t t l e m e n t  l a n d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s i t e s  of t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d  shou ld  
e x i s t .  N a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  T i s b u r y  s h o u l d  f o l l o w  r e g i o n a l  and 
i s l a n d  t r e n d s  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  p r e f e r e n c e s  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  a l o n g  
ponds ,  e s t u a r i e s ,  and r i v e r s  o r  s t r e a m s .  I n l a n d  s i t e s  shou ld  a l s o  
be p r e s e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of c o a s t a l  s i t e s .  

D.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  were n o t  p r e s e n t  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  d u r i n g  
t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d .  Thus,  any t r a n s i e n t  Europeans  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  
a r e a  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  s i m i l a r  t o  n a t i v e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  While some food  was undoub ted ly  c a r r i e d  
w i t h  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n ,  t h e  b u l k  of t h e i r  
s u b s i s t e n c e  was p r o b a b l y  s e c u r e d  t h r o u g h  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  
g a t h e r i n g  of w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and t h e  t r a d e ,  s t e a l i n g ,  
o r  p u r c h a s e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  ( c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  e t c . )  from t h e  
l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  

N a t i v e  American s u b s i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  and M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  
a r e a  was p r o b a b l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  on 
main land  Cape Cod. The combined u s e  of w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e d  food 
r e s o u r c e s  formed t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  s u b s i s t e n c e  sys t em.  I t  i s  
unknown a t  p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  when a g r i c u l t u r e ,  o r  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  Cape and i s l a n d s  a r e a .  
However, on M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  c a r b o n i z e d  c o r n  k e r n e l s  were found 
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a t  two s i t e s :  t h e  P e t e r s o n  s i t e  i n  t h e  town of  Chi lmark,  and t h e  
Hornblower I1 s i t e  i n  Gay Head ( R i t c h i e  1969) .  A t  t h e  Hornblower 
I1 s i t e ,  c a r b o n i z e d  c o r n  k e r n e l s  were C14 d a t e d  t o  A.D. 1160 + 8 0  
y e a r s  ( R i t c h i e  1969 :52 ) ,  p l a c i n g  c o r n  a g r i c u l t u r e  w e l l  w i th in - the  
L a t e  Woodland p e r i o d .  Thus,  some form of a g r i c u l t u r e  may have  
been  p r a c t i c e d  on M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  f o r  some t ime  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
Contac t  p e r i o d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  by t h e  Contac t  p e r i o d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  
q u a n t i t i e s  of c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  e t c .  were b e i n g  produced  f o r  s t o r a g e  
and a t  times f o r  s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s .  S h e l l f i s h i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  and h u n t i n g  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  On 
M a r t h a ' s  V ineya rd ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Algonquian  p l a c e  
names and s u s p e c t e d  v i l l a g e  a r e a s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  e s t u a r i n e  l o c a t i o n s  n e a r  e x t e n s i v e  s h e l l f i s h  beds  
and anadromous f i s h  r u n s .  

I n  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a ,  s e v e r a l  e s t u a r i e s  c o n t a i n  mixed and 
c o n c e n t r a t e d  s h e l l f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s  of quahaug,  bay s c a l l o p ,  and 
s o f t  s h e l l  clam. Musse l s  and o y s t e r s  may a l s o  have been  a v a i l a b l e  
i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  q u a n t i t i e s .  Areas  i n  T i s b u r y  c o n t a i n i n g  s h e l l f i s h  
p o p u l a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Lake Tashmoo a r e a  and p o r t i o n s  of Vineyard 
Haven Harbor.  A lewi fe  r u n s  a r e  n o t  now p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  
a r e a .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  of mar ine  l i f e  were a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a .  S a l t w a t e r  f i s h  such  a s  s t r i p e d  b a s s ,  b l u e f i s h ,  
s w o r d f i s h ,  p o r g i e ,  t a u t a o g ,  e e l s ,  m a c k e r e l ,  f l o u n d e r ,  c o d f i s h ,  
haddock,  and o t h e r s  were p r e s e n t  i n  c o a s t a l  and e s t u a r i n e  a r e a s .  
L o b s t e r ,  c r a b s ,  s n a i l s ,  and p o s s i b l y  v a r i o u s  s p e c i e s  of t e r r a p i n s  
were p r e s e n t .  Sea  mammals such  a s  whales  and s e a l s  would a l s o  
have been  a v a i l a b l e  i n  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  I n  f r e s h w a t e r  ponds ,  t r o u t ,  
p e r c h ,  b a s s ,  and p i c k e r e l  were p r e s e n t .  

The w e t l a n d s  and f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  of M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard and T i s b u r y  
p r o v i d e d  numerous s p e c i e s  of mammals and b i r d s  f o r  h u n t i n g .  The 
h e a t h - h e n ,  o r  p i n n a t e d  g r o u s e ,  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  up land  a r e a s  w i t h  
numerous s p e c i e s  of ducks  and g e e s e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  c o a s t a l  
l o c a t i o n s .  S e v e r a l  mammals were a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  which today  a r e  
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e s e n t .  They i n c l u d e d :  d e e r ,  b e a r ,  l y n x ,  f o x ,  
o t t e r s ,  b e a v e r ,  r a b b i t ,  r a c c o o n ,  and o t h e r s .  

Numerous t y p e s  of f l o r a  were a l s o  p r e s e n t  and a v a i l a b l e  f o r  
s u b s i s t e n c e .  These i n c l u d e d  b e e c h n u t s ,  w a l n u t s ,  a c o r n s ,  
s a s s a f r a s ,  g r a p e s ,  s t r a w b e r r i e s ,  r a s p b e r r i e s ,  g o o s e b e r r i e s ,  
h u c k l e b e r r i e s ,  and o t h e r s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675)  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Contac t  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  and p a t h s  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be 
used a s  w e l l  a s  new t r a i l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  Europeans .  No known 
roadways e x i s t e d  a t  t h i s  time. Water t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l o n g  c o a s t a l  
r o u t e s  was p r o b a b l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  b o t h  Europeans  and n a t i v e s  i n  
t h i s  a r e a .  
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B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  were s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  
d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  a l t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  d e c l i n e d  i n  
numbers from t h e  e a r l i e r  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  European p o p u l a t i o n s  
were n o t  p r e s e n t  u n t i l  l a t e  ( c a .  1674)  when t h e  Holmes Hole Neck 
was s e t t l e d .  Banks ( 1 9 1 1 : l S )  n o t e s  o n l y  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  p r e s e n t  i n  
t h i s  r e g i o n  p r i o r  t o  1700.  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  American s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r  t r e n d s  of c o a s t a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  However, s e t t l e m e n t  
d e n s i t y  was p r o b a b l y  i n  d e c l i n e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  1616-17 
p l a g u e .  I n  1663-64 t h e  West Chop a r e a  o r  Holmes Hole Neck, was 
s o l d  t o  t h e  w h i t e s  by t h e  n a t i v e s .  No known n a t i v e  s i t e s  of t h i s  
p e r i o d  a r e  r e p o r t e d .  

Dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  of T i s b u r y ,  Vineyard  Haven (1871)  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  Holmes Hole,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  neck i n  t h e  West 
Chop a r e a .  While T i s b u r y  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  West T i s b u r y )  was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1671 ,  t h e  a r e a  known a s  Holmes Hole Neck was n o t  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  p a r t  of t h e  town u n t i l  1673. 

Vineyard  Haven, o r  Holmes Hole,  was t h e  f i r s t  a r e a  i n  T i s b u r y  t o  
be  s e t t l e d  sometime s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1660. T h i s  s e t t l e m e n t ,  however,  
was of l i m i t e d  scope .  The o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r ,  F r a n c i s  U s s e l t o n ,  was 
e v i c t e d ,  a f t e r  which Mayhew (Thomas, S r . )  deeded Holmes Hole Neck 
t o  f i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  of which none s e t t l e d  t h e  a r e a .  

A c t u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of Holmes Hole Neck d i d  n o t  o c c u r  u n t i l  1674,  
when t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  f rom New Hampshire s e t t l e d  t h e  neck a r e a .  
These f a m i l i e s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  Wests ,  Choses ,  and C o l t l e r ,  who were 
t h e  o n l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a  u n t i l  c a .  1700 (Banks 1911:15) .  

D.  Economic Base 

Any n a t i v e s  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  combined u s e  of w i l d  and 
d o m e s t i c a t e d  food  r e s o u r c e s  a s  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  b a s e ,  much t h e  same 
a s  t h e y  d i d  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  Contac t  and p o s s i b l y  L a t e  Woodland 
p e r i o d s .  L i t t l e  of any s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  b u t  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  and t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of 
s h e l l f i s h  and f l o r a l  r e s o u r c e s  combined w i t h  some form of c o r n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  were p r e s e r v e d .  

E a r l y  European s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  p r o b a b l y  h u n t e d ,  
f i s h e d ,  and g a t h e r e d  much t h e  same a s  n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t s  d i d .  
However, a g r i c u l t u r e  and husbandry  were of much g r e a t e r  
impor t ance .  Hay and " t u r k e y  wheat f f  o r  I n d i a n  c o r n  were major  
c r o p s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s ,  f o l l o w e d  by r y e  and o a t s  and p o s s i b l y  
some b a r l e y .  S a l t  g r a s s  and meadow g r a s s  were h i g h l y  va lued  f o r  
c a t t l e .  Apple o r c h a r d s  may a l s o  have been  p l a n t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Domest ica ted  a n i m a l s  were a l s o  b r o u g h t  o v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  
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f i r s t  p e r i o d  of s e t t l e m e n t .  These i n c l u d e d  c a t t l e ,  h o g s ,  h o r s e s ,  
s h e e p ,  g o a t s ,  and fowl .  Oxen were a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t .  

No mills e x i s t e d  i n  T i s b u r y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  However, t h e r e  may 
have been a  m i l l  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  West T i s b u r y  a r e a .  Mar i t ime  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  T i s b u r y  may a l s o  have o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  
s e t t l e m e n t .  Vineyard  Haven o r  Holmes Hole p r o v i d e d  an  e x c e l l e n t  
h a r b o r  f a c i l i t y  and was t h e  o n l y  l i n k  t o  t h e  " o u t s i d e  world"  f o r  
e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  Ocean f i s h i n g  may a l s o  have been  pu r sued  from an 
e a r l y  d a t e .  However, l i t t l e ,  i f  any ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  
t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  and European p a t h s  and t r a i l s  used d u r i n g  t h e  Contac t  and 
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be used .  Beach S t r e e t ,  o r  a s  i t  
i s  u s u a l l y  c a l l e d ,  t h e  f e r r y  r o a d ,  was t h e  f i r s t  s t r e e t  t o  
o f f i c i a l l y  be  l a i d  o u t  i n  1763,  a l t h o u g h  p r o b a b l y  i n  e x i s t e n c e  
from c a .  1700. A f e r r y  l a n d i n g  i s  r e p o r t e d  a t  t h e  f o o t  of Beach 
S t r e e t  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  and p o s s i b l y  e x i s t e d  e a r l i e r .  
Beach S t r e e t  may have been  t h e  o n l y  p u b l i c  s t r e e t  i n t o  t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

No r e c o r d  e x i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
l imits of T i s b u r y  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  European se t t l e r s  
i n c r e a s e d  a t  a  s low r a t e .  By 1700,  o n l y  t h r e e  h o u s e h o l d s  e x i s t e d  
numbering 2 7  p e r s o n s .  Banks (1911:S)  r e c o g n i z e s  f i v e  f a m i l y  names 
w i t h i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  town limits by 1750,  t o t a l l i n g  abou t  100 
p e r s o n s .  No a c c o u n t s  a r e  g i v e n  r e g a r d i n g  t r a n s i e n t  r e s i d e n t s  
which may have been i m p o r t a n t  i n  a  s e a p o r t  a r e a .  By 1775 a  map of 
t h e  p r e s e n t  town limits shows 41 houses  p o s s i b l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  45 
f a m i l i e s  and 225 i n d i v i d u a l s  (Banks 1911 : 5 ) .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  grew a t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s low r a t e .  By 
1700,  o n l y  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s ,  o r  27 p e r s o n s  r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
town limits. By 1750,  s e t t l e m e n t  had grown t o  o n l y  f i v e  f a m i l i e s ,  
o r  100  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n  1775 ,  45 f a m i l i e s  were r e p o r t e d  of 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  225 i n d i v i d u a l s .  

I n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  had begun on Holmes Hole 
Neck d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  During t h e  e a r l y  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d ,  t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  expanded t o  t h e  s o u t h  i n t o  Holmes Hole and 
t h e  Lagoon Pond a r e a .  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  s o u t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  of town i n  t h e  Lagoon Pond a r e a  o c c u r r e d  from c a .  
1725-50. The Chickemoo a r e a  e a s t  of Lake Tashmoo was o r i g i n a l l y  
pu rchased  l a t e  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  n o t  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  
1700. T h i s  a r e a  was n o t  s e t t l e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  neck o r  
Lagoon Pond was. 
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D.  Economic Base 

No r e c o r d  ex is t s  r e g a r d i n g  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  T i s b u r y  d u r i n g  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  However, shou ld  t h e y  have e x i s t e d  t h e i r  
s u b s i s t e n c e  p r o b a b l y  changed l i t t l e  from t h e  e a r l i e r  Con tac t  and 
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d s .  The re  i s ,  a l t h o u g h ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
n a t i v e s  were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Holmes Hole o r  Vineyard  Haven a r e a  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  m a r i t i m e  a c t i v i t i e s .  Should t h i s  have  o c c u r r e d  
t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  may n o t  have  been  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  c e n s u s  a c c o u n t s .  

European s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  T i s b u r y  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
f o l l o w e d  s i m i l a r  t r e n d s  began d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  
However, a s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n c r e a s e d ,  numerous f a r m e r s  o r  fa rm owners 
w i t h  t r a d e  o c c u p a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  no ted .  These t r a d e s  i n c l u d e d :  
b l a c k s m i t h s ,  i n n k e e p e r s ,  f e r r y m e n ,  p i l o t s  o r  o t h e r  m a r i n e r s ,  
t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n .  Tave rns  were f i r s t  deve loped  i n  Holmes 
Hole i n  1677-78 and r a p i d l y  m u l t i p l i e d .  I n  a l l ,  from 1716 t o  
1787,  a t  l e a s t  2 1  p e r s o n s  were l i c e n s e d  i n n  h o l d e r s  i n  t h e  Holmes 
Hole o r  Vineyard  Haven a r e a .  

The Holmes Hole ,  o r  Vineyard  Haven, a r e a  was r a p i d l y  d e v e l o p i n g  a s  
a  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  The r a p i d  
development  of s h o r e - b a s e d  f a c i l i t i e s  s u c h  a s  i n n s  o r  t a v e r n s  
p r o v i d e s  a  good i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s  deve lopment .  S a l t w o r k s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  of Bass  Creek were a l s o  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  t ime  of t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  development  of a  T i s b u r y - b a s e d  
s a l t - f i s h i n g  o r  s u p p l y  f a c i l i t y  f o r  s t o p o v e r  f i s h i n g  s c h o o n e r s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Few d w e l l i n g s  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e :  t h e  Nor ton  Farm 
on Lagoon Pond i s  a n  example of t h e  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  f i v e - b a y ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  end chimney, d o u b l e - p i l e  f o r m ;  t h e  D a g g e t t  House 
(1733)  on Main S t r e e t  i s  an  example of t h e  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  v e r s i o n  of 
t h a t  f o r m ;  more houses  of t h i s  t y p e  were undoub ted ly  b u i l t  b u t  a r e  
p r e s e n t l y  unknown. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The re  were no known i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  

VI I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The main highways remained t h e  road  from Holmes Hole sou thwes t  t o  
o l d  T i s b u r y  Cen te r  ( S t a t e  Road-County Road) ,  and t h e  Edgartown 
Road s o u t h .  A road  n o r t h  t o  West Chop from Main S t r e e t  (Old 
L i g h t h o u s e  ~ o a d )  was b u i l t  by p e r i o d ' s  end .  The i n c r e a s e d  
impor t ance  of Holmes Hole h a r b o r  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
a s  a  s u b - p o r t  of e n t r y  f o r  Edgartown. By p e r i o d ' s  e n d ,  Wharf 
S t r e e t  (now Union S t r e e t )  was ex t ended  e a s t  f rom Main S t r e e t  t o  
Union Wharf. 
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

T i s b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  f rom t h o s e  of West 
T i s b u r y  u n t i l  1892.  However, h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  was p r i m a r i l y  t h a t  of Holmes Hole (V ineya rd  Haven) ,  t h e  
r i v a l  p o r t  t o  Edgartown. Based on Freeman ' s  1807 e n u m e r a t i o n ,  
Holmes Hole had 70 h o u s e s  and about  36% of t h e  combined 
Tisbury /West  T i s b u r y  p o p u l a t i o n  ( a b o u t  430 p e r s o n s ) .  The v i l l a g e  
i n  t h a t  y e a r  was o n l y  s l i g h t l y  s m a l l e r  t h a n  Edgartown w i t h  80 
houses .  

A f t e r  l ong  d i s a g r e e m e n t  o v e r  t h e  payment of m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x a t i o n ,  
t h e  a r e a  became a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h  i n  1796.  T h e i r  P r o p r i e t o r s '  
Meet inghouse  was s h a r e d  by t h e  m a j o r i t y  B a p t i s t s  and m i n o r i t y  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s .  I t i n e r a n t  M e t h o d i s t  J e s s e  Lee v i s i t e d  and 
found c o n v e r t s  a f t e r  1 7 9 5 ;  t h e y  were r e v i v e d  and formed a  c l a s s  i n  
1816-17. Under "Ref ormat  i on"  John  Adams, t h e  c l a s s  expanded,  and 
i n  1827 h e l d  a  camp meet ing  on West Chop. A f t e r  d w i n d l i n g  i n  
m i d - p e r i o d ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  r e o r g a n i z e d  and worshipped i n  
t h e  s c h o o l h o u s e ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s '  house  t o  t h e  B a p t i s t s .  

The i s l a n d ' s  Masons were based  h e r e  from 1783,  u n t i l  t h e y  d i e d  o u t  
a f t e r  1812.  The re  were two s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  a f t e r  
1829. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Holmes Hole V i l l a g e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a r b o r  
s h o r e ,  w i t h  t h e  f o c u s  of development  a l o n g  t h e  Main S t r e e t - S o u t h  
Main S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r .  I n  1775 ,  41 h o u s e s  were n o t e d  i n  t h e  
v i l l a g e .  By 1807,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  70 houses  were l o c a t e d  h e r e  and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  development  ex t ended  e a s t  toward t h e  h a r b o r  on Union, 
Water ,  and Beach S t r e e t s .  I n  1788,  a  P r o p r i e t o r s 1  Meet inghouse ,  
s h a r e d  by B a p t i s t s  and C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s ,  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  Main 
S t r e e t / S p r i n g  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

I n  t h e  n o r t h ,  West Chop l i g h t h o u s e  was b u i l t  i n  1817. The F i r s t  
M e t h o d i s t  camp meet ing  on  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard was h e l d  h e r e  i n  t h e  
summer of 1827. Some d i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  o u t s i d e  
Holmes Hole on County Road i n  t h e  w e s t ,  and n e a r  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  
s h o r e  of West Chop. 

D.  Economic Base 

Holmes Hole and Edgartown were t h e  V i n e y a r d ' s  two p r i n c i p a l  p o r t s ,  
Holmes Hole f a l l i n g  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  beh ind  t h e  tonnage  f i g u r e s  of 
t h e  coun ty  s e a t .  Of t h e  e l e v e n  v e s s e l s  r e p o r t e d  by Freeman i n  
1807, s e v e n  were c o a s t e r s ,  t h r e e  were p i l o t  b o a t s ,  and one was a  
f i s h e r m a n .  I n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  p o r t ' s  g rowth  a s  a  m a r i t i m e  c e n t e r ,  
t h e  v i l l a g e  was made a  cus toms s e r v i c e  s u b - p o r t  i n  1817 ,  t h e  same 
y e a r  t h a t  a  l i g h t h o u s e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on West Chop. 

F i v e  of t h e  i s l a n d ' s  e i g h t  s a l t  works were a t  Holmes Hole ,  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  76% of  t h e  V i n e y a r d ' s  t o t a l  s a l t  c a p a c i t y .  The rest 
of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  were e i t h e r  seamen o r  f a r m e r s .  
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A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Most d w e l l i n g s  s u r v i v i n g  from t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  
s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f  , g a b l e  r o o f e d  i n t e r i o r  chimney i n  f  orm ; t h e y  
a p p e a r  i n  b o t h  f o u r -  and f i v e - b a y  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  n e a r l y  e q u a l  
numbers. Fewer 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  houses  s u r v i v e ;  one example r e t a i n s  a  
c e n t e r  chimney, and h a s  f i v e  b a y s ;  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimneys a r e  
found i n  a  f i v e -  and a  s i x - b a y  example ;  s i n g l e  i n t e r i o r  chimney 
houses  a r e  known from a  t h r e e -  and f o u r - b a y  example.  L i t t l e  
p e r i o d  ornament s u r v i v e s  on t h e s e  houses .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Wi th  p a r i s h  f o r m a t i o n  a  meet inghouse  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  v o l u n t a r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  t h e  u s e  of b o t h  
B a p t i s t s  and C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s ;  i t  was a  s m a l l  g a b l e  r o o f e d  
s t r u c t u r e .  I n  1828 a  s c h o o l  was b u i l t ,  now t h e  DAR b u i l d i n g ,  w i t h  
a  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  two e n t r i e s ,  and s m a l l  c u p o l a .  

The l i g h t h o u s e  a t  West Chop was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1817,  moved back  
from c l i f f s  i n  1830 and 1846. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  roadways c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e .  A t  m id -cen tu ry ,  
new s t r e e t s  were l a i d  o u t  wes t  of Main S t r e e t  w i t h  t h e  growth  of 
Holmes Hole V i l l a g e .  C e n t e r ,  F r a n k l i n ,  Church, and S p r i n g  S t r e e t s  
were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 4 ;  p a r t  of Wi l l i am S t r e e t  was l a i d  o u t  i n  
1864. I n  t h e  w e s t ,  t h e  L a m b e r t ' s  Cove Road loop  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
by p e r i o d ' s  end.  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

The re  a r e  no s t a t i s t i c s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of T i s b u r y  from 
t h a t  of West T i s b u r y .  However, w i t h  t h e  growth  of  Holmes Hole,  i t  
was p r o b a b l y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  T i s b u r y ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r t o o k  t h a t  of West T i s b u r y .  (By 1892,  West T i s b u r y  
would have less t h a n  a  t h i r d  of t h e  t o t a l  combined p o p u l a t i o n . )  
The o l d  t o w n ' s  peak p o p u l a t i o n  was r eached  i n  1855 when 1 , 8 2 7  
i n h a b i t a n t s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  Tisbury /West  T i s b u r y .  From t h a t  t ime  
a  d e c l i n e  s e t  i n  which was n o t  r e v e r s e d  u n t i l  1900. 

The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  a g a i n  dwindled i n  numbers and t h e i r  house  
was used l a t e r  by U n i v e r s a l i s t s  and U n i t a r i a n s .  These l a t t e r  
formed t h e  f o l l o w e r s  of Rev. D a n i e l  W .  S t e v e n s ,  who o r g a n i z e d  t h e  
Seamen's  c h a p e l .  E p i s c o p a l  s e r v i c e s  began i n  t h e  town i n  1862. 

The Masons were r e v i v e d  i n  1859. The town ' s  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem 
o p e r a t e d  a  l i b r a r y .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Growth of Holmes Hole V i l l a g e  c o n t i n u e d .  By 1837,  100 d w e l l i n g s  . 
were no ted .  N e w  r e s i d e n t i a l  development  ex t ended  west  of Main 
S t r e e t ,  a l o n g  S p r i n g ,  C e n t e r ,  and Church S t r e e t ,  w i t h  a  
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high-income a r e a  a l o n g  Wi l l i am S t r e e t  p a r a l l e l  t o  Main. The 
number of c h u r c h e s  i n c r e a s e d .  A M e t h o d i s t  Church ( l a t e r  Capawock 
H a l l )  was b u i l t  on Church S t r e e t  i n  1 8 3 4 ;  a  B a p t i s t  Church (1837)  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  Main /Spr ing  i n t e r s e c t i o n ;  a  new 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church ( l a t e r  t h e  Town H a l l )  was b u i l t  t o  t h e  west 
on S p r i n g  S t r e e t  i n  1844,  and a  new M e t h o d i s t  Church was e r e c t e d  
a t  t h e  c o r n e r  of Wi l l iam and Church S t r e e t  i n  1845. A Seamen's  
Chapel was e r e c t e d  i n  1867. Commercial a c t i v i t y  i n t e n s i f i e d  a long  
Main S t r e e t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  between Church and S p r i n g  S t r e e t ,  and 
l i g h t  i n d u s t r i e s  l o c a t e d  on Main S t r e e t  and e a s t  a l o n g  Union 
S t r e e t  toward t h e  w h a r f .  I n  1866 ,  a  s m a l l  mar ine  h o s p i t a l  was 
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h  on Edgartown Road. Oak Grove Cemetery was 
l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  sou thwes t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1866.  L i t t l e  new 
development  o c c u r r e d  o u t s i d e  Holmes Hole. 

D.  Economic Base 

Holmes Hole t ook  l o n g e r  t o  d e v e l o p  an i m p o r t a n t  m a r i t i m e  commerce 
t h a n  Edgartown. The f i r s t  deep -wa te r  wharves  were n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d  
u n t i l  t h e  1830s ,  when two mar ine  r a i l w a y s  were a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
The h a r b o r  was much f r e q u e n t e d  by by v e s s e l s  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  
Vineyard Sound, " p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  winds a r e  c o n t r a r y .  l 1  The 
deep  h a r b o r  made Holmes Hole an  i m p o r t a n t  p o r t  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of wool were s e n t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p o r t .  The f i r s t  submar ine  t e l e g r a p h  l i n e  was l a i d  a c r o s s  Vineyard 
Sound t o  West Chop i n  1856 by t h e  Cape Cod T e l e g r a p h  Co. 

The y e a r  1845 was t h e  peak of T i s b u r y ' s  whale  f i s h i n g .  I n  t h a t  
y e a r  f o u r  whal ing  v e s s e l s  were  r e p o r t e d  owned . i n  T i s b u r y  employing 
1 2 1  men. The sperm o i l  b r o u g h t  back was va lued  a t  $36,000.  One 
s h i p  was r e p o r t e d  i n  1865. Ano the r  s i d e  of t h e  f i s h e r i e s  was t h e  
Ashappaquonse t t  h e r r i n g  r u n ,  "a famous and p r o l i f i c  d o m e s t i c  
i n d u s t r y  f rom time immemorial' '  ( B a n k s ) ,  which t h a t  y e a r  employed 
100  men and n e t t e d  $15,300.  

The combined Tisbury /West  T i s b u r y  had 125 f a r m s  i n  1865 ,  t h e  same 
number a s  Edgartown,  b u t  i t  had more t h a n  t w i c e  t h e  number of 
p e o p l e  employed i n  f a r m i n g ,  and i t  had more t h a n  h a l f  of t h e  
number i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  The same y e a r ,  o l d  T i s b u r y  a l s o  had o v e r  80% 
of a l l  t h e  f i r ewood  h a r v e s t e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  r a n k i n g  f o u r t h  i n  t h e  
s t u d y  u n i t .  The town ' s  553 t o n s  o f  E n g l i s h  hay a l s o  was more t h a n  
any o t h e r  town i n  Dukes County. Though c r a n b e r r i e s  were n o t  a 
major  c r o p  by s t u d y - u n i t  s t a n d a r d s ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  20 a c r e s  made up 
60% of t h e  coun ty  a c r e a g e .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The m a j o r i t y  of h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  town d a t e  
from t h i s  p e r i o d  of e x p a n s i o n .  By f a r  t h e  most f r e q u e n t l y  
a p p e a r i n g  house  t y p e  i s  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  
t h r e e - b a y ,  d o u b l e - p i l e  fo rm,  known from c a .  20 examples .  An 
a d d i t i o n a l  dozen  examples  s u r v i v e  of a  2 1 / 2 - s t o r y  v a r i a n t  a l s o  
t h r e e  bays  i n  w id th .  More u n u s u a l  a r e  t h e  f o u r - b a y  v a r i a n t s  known 
from about  e i g h t  examples ,  b o t h  1 1 / 2  and 2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t .  These houses  have  Greek R e v i v a l  d o o r  s u r r o u n d s .  S e v e r a l  
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were l a t e r  expanded w i t h  s i d e  e l l s  and r e a r  e x t e n s i o n s .  An 
i s o l a t e d  example i n  a  G o t h i c  v o c a b u l a r y  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and 
l a n c e t  windows i n  t h e  second  s t o r y  i s  known. L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  t h r e e - b a y  t y p e  i s  t r e a t e d  w i t h  I t a l i a n a t e  
b r a c k e t s  and d o o r  hoods.  More e l a b o r a t e  houses  of t h i s  s t y l e  a r e  
2 1 / 2  s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f ,  f i v e - b a y ,  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney i n  f o r m ;  
t o  t h i s  a r e  added f a c a d e  g a b l e s  and p o r c h e s  and ,  i n  t h e  Clough 
House, round headed windows, and c u p o l a .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A s  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  denomina t ions  
b u i l t  t h e i r  own houses  of worsh ip  and t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s '  
Meet inghouse  was d i s m a n t l e d  i n  1837.  I n  1832 t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  
on Church S t r e e t ,  now Capawock H a l l  ; r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  form and two 
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  i t  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  round headed windows i n  t h e  
t o p  row. I n  1837 t h e  B a p t i s t s  r e b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  
P r o p r i e t o r s '  Meet inghouse  t h e y  had c o n t r o l l e d  ; t h i s  c h u r c h  was 
Go th i c  i n  form,  s i m i l a r  t o  W i l l a r d ' s  u r b a n  s t o n e  examples ;  i t s  
g a b l e  f r o n t  had a  c e n t e r  s q u a r e  tower  w i t h  d o o r s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  
and s m a l l  c o r n e r  t u r r e t s ;  t h e s e  and t h e  roof  l i n e  were 
c r e n e l a t e d .  I n  1844 t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  own 
mee t inghouse ,  i t s  g a b l e  f r o n t  ornamented w i t h  f o u r  p i l a s t e r s  and 
e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  c e n t e r  s q u a r e  t o w e r ;  i t  was l a t e r  used by o t h e r  
denomina t ions  and a s  a  town h a l l .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A c o o p e r ' s  shop  was moved i n t o  t h e  town, t w o - s t o r y  
f rame w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f .  A Harbor  L i g h t  was b u i l t  i n  1854 ,  a  
l a n t e r n  tower  o v e r  a  t w o - s t o r y  k e e p e r ' s  house .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  roadways c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e .  I n  1889 ,  a  new road 
n o r t h  from Main S t r e e t  (West Chop Avenue) was c l e a r e d  and g raded .  
I n  1897 t h e  M a r t h a ' s  Vineyard  S t r e e t  Rai lway opened e l e c t r i c  
s e r v i c e  f rom t h e  Vineyard  Haven wharf e a s t  t o  t h e  Lagoon B r i d g e  
a l o n g  Beach Road, w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  e a s t  t o  Oak B l u f f s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

T i s b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  s low d e c l i n e .  A f t e r  t h e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of West T i s b u r y  i n  1892 ,  T i s b u r y  r e p o r t e d  1002 
i n h a b i t a n t s  i n  1895. Much of t h e  t o w n ' s  subsequen t  g rowth  was due 
t o  t h e  growing number of f o r e i g n - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s .  Between 1895 and 
1905,  t h e  number of P o r t u g u e s e  s e t t l i n g  i n  T i s b u r y  c l imbed from 1 8  
t o  7 6 ;  and t o  161  i n  1915,  a  y e a r  when t h e  t o w n ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
s t o o d  a t  1 ,324 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Some new development  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  1870s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Grace 
E p i s c o p a l  Chapel (1882)  on  Main S t r e e t .  However, t h e  c e n t r a l  
d i s t r i c t  was d e v a s t a t e d  by a  f i r e  i n  1883. The f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  
s t r u c t u r e s  on b o t h  s i d e s  of Main S t r e e t  a l o n g  much of i t s  l e n g t h ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  32 d w e l l i n g s ,  26 s t o r e s ,  1 2  b a r n s ,  
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and two s t a b l e s .  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o l l o w e d ,  and anew B a p t i s t  chu rch  
was l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  Wi l l i am/Spr ing  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  1885. 
The Grace E p i s c o p a l  Church was r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  Wi l l iam 
Street /Woodlawn Avenue i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  1890s ,  and a  Church of 
Un i ty  was l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  on West Chop Road i n  1896. A 
f i e l d s t o n e  bank was added on Main S t r e e t  i n  1905.  R e s i d e n t i a l  
development  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x t e n d  wes t  f rom Main S t r e e t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t h e  S p r i n g / P i n e  S t r e e t  a r e a .  N e w  r e s o r t  development  ex t ended  
n o r t h  a l o n g  West Chop Road t o  West Chop, where t h e  West Chop Land 
and Wharf Company deve loped  a  d i s t r i c t  of l a r g e  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  
summer e s t a t e s  i n  t h e  1890s .  A new Marine h o s p i t a l  was a l s o  b u i l t  
a t  West Chop i n  1895 .  I n  1893,  t h e  Bos ton  Seamen ' s  F r i e n d s  
S o c i e t y  b u i l t  a  house  on Union S t r e e t .  With t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of 
T i s b u r y  from West T i s b u r y  i n  1892 ,  t h e  1844 S p r i n g  S t r e e t  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church became t h e  town h a l l .  I n  1895 t h e  1834 
M e t h o d i s t  Church (Capawock H a l l )  was pu rchased  a s  t h e  Masonic H a l l .  

D .  Economic Base 

A s  Vineyard Haven s h i f t e d  f rom a  m a r i t i m e  t o  a  l a n d - b a s e d  economy, 
a  number of s m a l l  f a c t o r i e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d :  a  s team c o r n  m i l l ,  a  
f a c t o r y  t o  emboss l e a t h e r ,  and most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  h a r n e s s  
f a c t o r y  of R.W. Crocker ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1872.  The g r e a t  f i r e  of 
1883  which d e s t r o y e d  much of downtown Vineyard  Haven took  i t s  
s t a r t  f rom C r o c k e r l s  f a c t o r y .  

The 1883 f i r e  was a l s o  an  impetus  f o r  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  
w a t e r  s u p p l y  on t h e  i s l a n d .  O . G .  S t a n l e y  was t h e  e n g i n e e r  f o r  t h e  
West Chop Land 8, Water  Company which comple ted  a  pumping s t a t i o n  
a t  Tashmoo S p r i n g s  i n  1887.  

T i s b u r y  was a l s o  becoming t h e  c h i e f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town of t h e  
i s l a n d .  I n  1905 t h e  v a l u e  of  T i s b u r y  p o u l t r y ,  $15 ,065 ,  was h i g h e r  
t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  i n  Dukes,  a s  were h e r  f r u i t s .  By 1915 t h e  Owens 
P o u l t r y  Farms, c o v e r i n g  1 1 0  a c r e s ,  were s a i d  t o  be  t h e  most 
p rominent  i n d u s t r y  i n  Dukes County (Dukes County To-Day). 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A s m a l l  number of houses  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  
Queen Anne s t y l e :  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  a symmet r i ca l  
f a c a d e s  and p o r c h e s .  A t  West Chop, summer r e s i d e n c e s  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  S h i n g l e  s t y l e ,  l a r g e  and e l a b o r a t e  due t o  
d e s i g n  r ev i ew and c o s t  minimum. Most a r e  2 1 / 2  o r  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  
i n  h e i g h t ;  s e v e r a l  employ l a r g e  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  o t h e r s  u s e  a  b a s i c  
g a b l e  w i t h  f a c a d e  g a b l e s  and do rmers ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n  doub le  rows;  
most have f i r s t  f l o o r  p o r c h e s ,  o f t e n  add ing  second s t o r y  p o r c h e s  
and decks .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The E p i s c o p a l i a n s  b u i l t  Grace Church i n  1883: 
g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form w i t h  s i d e  e n t r y  t o w e r ,  i t  i s  ornamented w i t h  
S t i c k  S t y l e  e l e m e n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a n  open s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  pyramida l  
tower  peak .  I n  1901 i t s  t r a n s e p t s  and c h a n c e l  were ex t ended .  
A f t e r  t h e  f i r e  of 1883,  t h e  B a p t i s t s  r e b u i l t  a  l a r g e  c h u r c h  w i t h  
o rnamen ta l  s h i n g l e  w a l l  c o v e r ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  and l a r g e  s i d e  tower .  
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I n  1896 t h e  U n i t a r i a n s  b u i l t  t h e  S t e v e n s  Memorial  Church of t h e  
Un i ty :  a l s o  g a b l e  f r o n t  w i t h  s i d e  e n t r y  tower .  

The Mar ine  H o s p i t a l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 9 6 ;  t h e  main b l o c k  i s  2 
1 / 2  s t o r i e s  h i g h  w i t h  a  h i p  r o o f .  The c e n t r a l  p r o j e c t i n g  p o r t i o n  
i s  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  i n  s t y l e  w i t h  pediment  and c e n t e r  e n t r y .  

Commercial: A f t e r  t h e  f i r e  of 1883 ,  many Main S t r e e t  commercial  
b u i l d i n g s  were r e p l a c e d  by 2 1 / 2 - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  f r ame  
b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  Queen Anne d e t a i 1 s . f  The bank (1905)  i s  an 
e x c e p t i o n a l  f i e l d s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e  of a  s i n g l e - s t o r y  unde r  a  t i l e  
h i p  roof  w i t h  eyebrow dormer and round headed open ings .  A pumping 
s t a t i o n  of 1887 i s  b r i c k  w i t h  h i p  roof  and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
d e t a i  1s. 

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The e s t a b l i s h e d  main highways were paved and upgraded  a s  
au tomob i l e  r o u t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Beach Road t o  Oak B l u f f s ,  Edgartown 
Road, and S t a t e  Road-County Road west. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

But f o r  a  d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  World War I ,  T i s b u r y  made s u b s t a n t i a l  
g a i n s  d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d .  The 48.4% r i s e  was 
c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  any o t h e r  town i n  t h e  coun ty .  I n  t h e  f i v e  
y e a r s  1930-35,  t h e  town grew by an  a v e r a g e  of 56 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r .  
By 1940,  T i s b u r y l s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  1 ,966 .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e s i d e n t i a l  g rowth  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d  a t  Vineyard Haven 
( f o r m e r l y  Holmes Ho le ) ,  and a  new, f i e l d s t o n e  Un i t ed  M e t h o d i s t  
Church was b u i l t  a t  Wi l l iam/Church  S t r e e t  i n  1924.  R e s i d e n t i a l  
development  ex t ended  e a s t  a l o n g  Beach Road;  s o u t h  on Edgartown 
Road and i n  t h e  S k i f f  Avenue a r e a ;  s o u t h w e s t  a l o n g  S o u t h  
M a i n - S t a t e  Road;  wes t  o f  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t  a l o n g  Lake, Summer 
S t r e e t ,  and West S p r i n g ;  and n o r t h  i n  t h e  F r a n k l i n  S t r e e t  a r e a  on 
Greenwood Avenue and Tashmoo Avenue. E s t a t e  development  c o n t i n u e d  
i n  t h e  n o r t h  a t  West Chop. 

D.  Economic Base 

S t a t i s t i c s  a r e  l a c k i n g  f o r  T i s b u r y ' s  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d .  Most of 
t h e  l i m i t e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  which had been  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
p e r i o d  had a l r e a d y  c e a s e d .  F i s h i n g  and f a rming  were s t i l l  c a r r i e d  
on ,  b u t  much of T i s b u r y ' s  economic l i v e l i h o o d  r e v o l v e d  a round t h e  
growing summer communi t ies .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Large  summer homes c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  used 
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  and e l e m e n t s  ; some were s t i l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  
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w i t h  s h i n g l e  w a l l  c o v e r i n g ,  and d e t a i l s  l i k e  P a l l a d i a n  windows and 
l e a n t o s .  A s t u c c o  example was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1915 ; a  r e m o d e l l i n g  
i n  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  was done by Ralph Adams Cram. S m a l l e r  
houses  of two s t o r i e s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  py ramida l  r o o f e d ,  Four  
Squa re  form ; s i n g l e - s t o r y  houses  i n  Craf tsman s t y l e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1924 t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  r e b u i l t  a  c h u r c h  of 
f i e l d s t o n e  w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  s q u a r e  t ower .  The t o w n ' s  
mun ic ipa l  g a r a g e s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k  w i t h  h i p  r o o f s  w i t h  
wide ove rhangs  and b r a c k e t  s u p p o r t s .  

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Al though t h i s  t o w n ' s  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e s  a  l a r g e  number of 
b u i l d i n g s  and a  g r e a t  d e a l  of i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  them, i t s  
a r r angemen t  i n  t h e  f o l d e r s  makes i t  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u se .  Many 
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  d u p l i c a t e d  i n  t h e  i n v e n t o r y .  Most s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  a  
l a r g e  number of forms  have  no pho tog raph .  
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