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M H C  RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: S u t t o n  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

The  town o f  S u t t o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  h i l l y ,  r i s i n g  t o  more  t h a n  8 0 0  
f e e t  a b o v e  s e a  l e v e l  ( a . s . 1 . )  i n  t h e  west. The s u r f a c e  g r a d u a l l y  
d e s c e n d s  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  n o r t h e a s t ,  a n d  s o u t h e a s t  t o  t h e  v a l l e y s  o f  
t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  and  Mumford r i v e r s ,  wh ich  f l o w  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p e r i p h e r a l  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  town a t  e l e v a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  3 5 0  a n d  5 0 0  
f e e t  a . s . 1 .  T h e s e  r i ve r s  a n d  o t h e r  s t r e a m s  p r o v i d e d  n u m e r o u s  
e x c e l l e n t  s i t e s  f o r  w a t e r - p o w e r e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  

L y i n g  on t h e  b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  u p l a n d  and  l o w l a n d  r e g i o n s  o f  
W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y ,  t h e  s o i l s  o f  S u t t o n  a r e  o f  two m a j o r  t y p e s :  
s a n d y  G l o u c e s t e r  s e r i e s  s o i l s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f ,  whose  o r i g i n  i s  
g r a n i t e  a n d  g n e i s s ,  a n d  c l a y  s o i l s  o f  t h e  S u t t o n  s e r i e s ,  
o r i g i n a t i n g  f r o m  q u a r t z  s c h i s t .  The l a t t e r  t y p e ,  w h i c h  c o v e r s  t h e  
n o r t h w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o w n ,  c o n t a i n s  some o f  t h e  m o s t  
a g r i c u l t u r a l l y - p r o d u c t i v e  s o i l s  o f  t h e  c o u n t y ,  w e l l  s u i t e d  l o a m s  
a r e  f o u n d  on t h e  s e v e r a l  drum1 ins  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  
p i c t u r e s q u e  h i l l  t o p  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a r m s .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  
r o u g h  s t o n e y  g r o u n d  a n d  g r a n i t e  o u t c r o p s  p r e d o m i n a t e .  An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  n a t u r a l  f e a t u r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  P u r g a t o r y  Chasm, a  
d e e p  r i f t  i n  t h e  g r a n i t e  b e d r o c k ,  p r o b a b l y  f o r m e d  by a n  e a r t h q u a k e .  

1 1 .  POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  town i n  1 7 1 4 .  C e r t a i n  l a n d s  g r a n t e d ,  1 7 1 5 .  
C e r t a i n  f a r m s  a n n e x e d ,  1 7 2 6 .  P a r t  a n n e x e d  t o  W e s t b o r o u g h  i n  
1 7 2 8 .  P a r t  i n c l u d e d  i n  new town o f  Upton i n  1 7 3 5 .  P a r t s  a n n e x e d  
t o  G r a f t o n  i n  1 7 3 7  and  1 7 4 2 .  C e r t a i n  b o u n d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  1 7 4 9 .  
C e r t a i n  l a n d s  a n n e x e d  1 7 5 7 .  Bounds  w i t h  U x b r i d g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1 7 6 9 .  P a r i s h  s e t  o f f  f r o m  S u t t o n  and  o t h e r  t o w n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
Ward ( l a t e r  A u b u r n ) ,  i n  1 7 7 8 .  P a r t  a n n e x e d  t o  N o r t h b r i d g e  i n  
1 7 8 0 .  A c e r t a i n  g o r e  o f  l a n d  a n n e x e d  1 7 8 9 .  P a r t  a n n e x e d  t o  
O x b r i d g e  i n  1 7 9 3 .  P a r t  a n n e x e d  t o  N o r t h b r i d g e  i n  1 8 3 1 ,  a n d  b o u n d s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 3 7 .  P a r t  a n n e x e d  t o  G r a f t o n  i n  1 8 4 2 .  P a r t  
a n n e x e d  t o  N o r t h b r i d g e  i n  1 8 4 4 .  Bounds  w i t h  M i l l b u r y  a n d  D o u g l a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 0 7 .  

1 1 1 .  HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Up1 a n d  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  / r e s i d e n t i a l  communi ty  b e t w e e n  t h e  F r e n c h  and  
B l a c k s t o n e  River v a l l e y s ,  on a n  h i s t o r i c  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  
b e t w e e n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay a n d  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Val 1  e y .  N a t i v e  
s i t e s  on  Ramshorn ,  S i n g l e t a r y ,  and  Manchaug P o n d s .  E u r o p e a n  
s e t t l e m e n t  c a .  1 7 1 6 .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 7 2 0 .  
P r o s p e r o u s ,  d i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  up1 a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e t t l emen t .  S i g n i f i c a n t  B a p t i s t  m i n o r i t y  a f t e r  c a .  1 7 3 5 .  
Commerc i a l  v i l l  a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  S u t t o n  Center a f t e r  c a .  1 7 8 0 ,  
t u r n p i k e  v i l l a g e  a t  West S u t t o n  a f t e r  c a .  1 8 0 0 .  T e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a t  Wil k i n s o n v i l l e  a f t e r  1 8 2 3 ,  Manchaug a f t e r  1 8 2 6 .  
C o n t i n u e d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  a t  Manchaug,  w i t h  
s t o n e  mi l l s  a n d  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  c l u s t e r .  E a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  g r o w t h  



l a r g e l y  1  imi t e d  t o  c o t t a g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  on l o c a l  p o n d s .  S t r o n g  
d a i r y i n g  f o c u s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r e s e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  West  S u t t o n  
a r e a ,  p r e s e r v i n g  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a n d s c a p e s .  R e m a r k a b l e  s u r v i v a l  o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
f a r m h o u s e s ,  many p r e - 1 7 5 0 .  E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  S u t t o n  C e n t e r  a n d  
West S u t t o n  v i l l a g e s  r e m a i n  i n t a c t ,  a s  d o  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p o n e n t s  
o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  Manchaug.  More r e c e n t  s u b u r b a n  
d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  m o s t l y  a r o u n d  p o n d s  o r  on m a r g i n a l  
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  l a n d s ,  a1  t h o u g h  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h r e a t e n s  r e m a i n i n g  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s .  More i m m e d i a t e  t h r e a t s  i n c l u d e  g r a v e l  
p i t  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a n d  c u r r e n t  w i d e n i n g  o f  t h e  R o u t e  
1 4 6  c o r r i d o r .  

IV. C O N T A C T  PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Up1 a n d  a r e a  b e t w e e n  t h e  F r e n c h  a n d  B l  a c k s t o n e  r i v e r  c o r r i d o r s ,  
w i t h  pond a n d  q u a r r y  s i t e s .  Main n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  i s  Winwood 
S t r e e t  e a s t  o f  S i n g l e t a r y  P o n d ,  S i n g l e t a r y  Avenue ,  B o s t o n  Road , 
Punam Hil l  Road t o  Manchaug P o n d / U p p e r  Mumford R i v e r  f a l l s  a r e a ;  
t h e n  Manchaug Road a l o n g  t h e  Mumford R i v e r  t o  f a l l s  i n  
N o r t h b r i d g e .  N o r t h - s o u t h  u p l a n d  r o u t e  i n  t he  n o r t h e a s t  p r o b a b l y  
P r o v i d e n c e  Road ,  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t .  R e g i o n a l  n o r t h e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  
B o s t o n  Road;  s o u t h e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  C a r r  Road ,  Mendon Road ,  C e n t r a l  
P i k e .  Loop b e t w e e n  S i n g l e t a r y  a n d  Ramshorn P o n d s  p r o b a b l y  West 
S u t t o n  Road ,  t h e n  a l o n g  n a t u r a l  c o n t o u r s  a l o n g  t he  s o u t h e r n  b a s e  
o f  P o t t e r  Hi l l  t o  G r i g g s  Road.  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S i t e s  r e p o r t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  w a t e r w a y s ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t he  
west: Ramshorn ,  S t o c k w e l l ,  S t e v e n s  and  S i n g l e t a r y  p o n d s  a n d  S i b l e y  
R e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  S m a l l e r  s i t e s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  e a s t e r n  
u p l a n d s  d u r i n g  R o u t e  1 4 6  s u r v e y .  A q u a r t z  q u a r r y  l o c a t e d  h e r e ,  
a n d  a  s t e a t i t e  q u a r r y  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  west c o r n e r .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

S i t e s  a l o n g  w a t e r  s o u r c e s  p r o b a b l y  u s e d  by f a m i l i e s  o f  t a s k  g r o u p s  
f o r  f i s h i n g ,  whi le  s m a l l e r  u p l a n d  s i t e s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  h u n t i n g  a n d  
t o o l  p r e p a r a t i o n  a t  q u a r r i e s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1  6 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e .  E a r l y  r o u t e  b e t w e e n  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay a n d  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  
p o s s i b l y  B o s t o n  Road. 

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

T h i s  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  s e v e r a l  p r a y i n g  t o w n s :  H a s s a n a m i s c o  
i n  a d j a c e n t  G r a f t o n ,  Manchaug t o  t he  west,  a n d  Chaubaunagungamaug  
t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  i n  W e b s t e r .  T h i s  r e o r g a n i z e d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  
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a r e a ,  drawing conver t ed  t h e r e ,  i n t o  new f o c i ,  b u t  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  
remain ing  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  unknown ways. No ev idence  of c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t .  

C .  Economic Base 

Probable  con t inued  use  of t h e s e  up1 and a r e a s ,  b u t  w i t h  r e d u c t i o n  
a s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  c o l o n i a l  grows wi th  t r a v e l  and m i s s i o n a r y  
a c t i v i t i e s .  

VI. COLONIAL PERIOD (1 675-1 775) 

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes 

Primary r e g i o n a l  t r a i l s  a r e  improved a s  highways, and l o c a l  roads  
connec t  d i s p e r s e d  up1 and farms t o  meet inghouse c e n t e r .  Boston 
Road becomes i m p o r t a n t  r e g i o n a l  e a s t - w e s t  highway, w i t h  m i l e s t o n e s  
s e t  i n  1775. 

Colonia l  s e t t l e m e n t  beg ins  a f t e r  end of Ind ian  wars i n  1714. 
I n i t i a l  growth r a p i d :  3  i n  1716; i n  1728,  20 male and 29 female 
church  members; i n  1735,  an a d d i t i o n a l  81;  i n  1765 a  t o t a l  of 
2,138 i n c l u d e s  Mi l lbu ry ,  a s  does t h e  1776 f i g u r e  of  2,644. Church 
g a t h e r e d  i n  1720,  b u t  i n i t i a l  m i n i s t e r  d i smissed  w i t h  d i sag reemen t  
over  r u l i n g  e l d e r s .  Covenant renewed i n  1728 d e s p i t e  o b j e c t i o n s .  
Disagreements  l a t e r  i n c l u d e  halfway covenan t ,  music ,  extreme 
r e v i v a l  ism, w i t h  s e p a r a t i s t s  by 1748. A number of B a p t i s t s  meet 
i n  West S u t t o n  from 1735,  b u t  a r e  b i t t e r l y  d i v i d e d  by t h e  end of 
t h e  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n i t i a l  g r a n t  of l and  i n  1704 from Wampus o r  John White b u t  
s e t t l e m e n t  de layed  u n t i l  end of war i n  1714. The Boston 
p r o p r i e t o r s  s e t  o u t  4 ,000 a c r e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  what would l a t e r  
become Mi l lbu ry ,  f o r  s e t t l e r s '  l a n d  i n  40 -ac re  l o t s .  For 
themse lves ,  t h e y  a l l o t t e d  500 a c r e s  per  20s of e s t a t e ,  p l u s  l a t e r  
s m a l l e r  a d d i t i o n s .  The meet inghouse was l o c a t e d  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  
of t h e  p r e s e n t  common, on s i x  a c r e s ,  which i t  s h a r e d  w i t h  a  
bury ing  ground and t r a i n i n g  f i e l d ,  and a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  school  
l o t .  The e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y ,  b u t  t h e  
genera l  p a t t e r n  was one of  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  

D .  Economic Base 

W i t h i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy, t h e  community focused  on 
d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  and n e a t  c a t t l e .  Most of t h e  mi l l  p r i v i l e g e s  t h a t  
were developed a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  p r e s e n t  Mi l lbu ry .  By 1770,  t h e  
town voted t o  e s t a b l  i s h  a  workhouse f o r  t h e  poor .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : T r a d i t i o n a l  one-and t w o - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  chimney 
d w e l l i n g s  and some double chimney two-s to ry  houses s u r v i v e  from 
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t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of the  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and would appea r  t o  have been 
t h e  popular  house form of t h e  p e r i o d .  One f i v e - b a y ,  s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  
c e n t e r  chimney house d a t e d  1717 s u r v i v e s  on t h e  Boston Road west 
of Su t ton  C e n t e r ,  and a two-s to ry  f o u r - b a y ,  gambrel roofed  house 
da ted  1724 s t a n d s  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Boston Road and P u t n a m  
Hi l l  Road. A t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  chimney house d a t e  1725 
i s  l o c a t e d  j u s t  n o r t h  of t h e  Center  on S i n g l e t a r y  Avenue. The 
most s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  t r a d i t i o n a l  p l a n s  
i s  found on t h e  Boston Road and s c a t t e r d  through t h e  wes tern  h a l f  
of town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meet inghouse was e r e c t e d  on t h e  wes t  
s i d e  of t h e  common i n  1719 and measure 40 f e e t  by 36 f e e t .  The 
second meet inghouse rep1 ace  i t  i n  1751. The f i r s t  B a p t i s t  church 
was a l s o  e r e c t e d  i n  1751. 

VII.  F E D E R A L  PERIOD (1 775-1830) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes 

The c o l o n i a l  roads  a n d  highways c o n t i n u e  i n  use .  The e a s t - w e s t  
Cen t ra l  Turnpike opens c a .  1824,  by -pass ing  the  meet inghouse 
v i l l a g e .  Bl a c k s t o n e  Canal opens s e r v i c e  through Wi l k i n s o n v i l l  e  i n  
t h e  n o r t h - e a s t  c o r n e r ,  1828. 

B .  Popu la t ion  

Popu la t ion  growth d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  i s  e r r a t i c :  d u r i n g  war  y e a r s  
and r e c o v e r y ,  t h e  n e t  change i s  - 2 ,  wi th  con t inued  l o s s  i n  s p i t e  
of the  l a t e r  economic u p t u r n ,  r e a c h i n g  2 ,513 i n  1800. A ga in  i s  
expe r i enced  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  boom decade t o  2,660,  b u t  t h e  l o s s  of 
t e r r i t o r y  and p o p u l a t i o n  through t h e  fo rma t ion  of Mi l lbu ry  b r i n g s  
f i g u r e s  t o  2,056 i n  1820 and 2,186 i n  1830. 

The primary r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  i s  t h e  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and m u l t i p l y i n g  of B a p t i s t  groups with a  
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  group i n  1785,  t h e  fo rma t ion  of a 
second,  i n  South Su t ton  i n  1792, a n d  t h e  appearance  of a  t h i r d ,  
fo rmer ly  of Thompson, C o n n e c t i c u t ,  i n  181 0 .  The Congregat ional  
S o c i e t y  confirmed i t s  Orthodoxy wi th  r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  halfway 
convenan t ,  a n d  a  renewed emphasis on T r i n i t y ,  and exper i enced  
p e r i o d i c  r e v i v a l s .  The second Espicopal  p a r i s h  i n  t h e  a r e a  was 
formed a s  S t .  J o h n ' s  i n  1828. T h a t  same y e a r  a  lodge  of Masons 
was formed. 

Like so  many a r e a  towns,  S u t t o n  sympathized wi th  t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  
by S h a y ' s  R e b e l l i o n ,  hoping t o  have t h e  General Court  r e d r e s s  t h e  
g r i e v a n c e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  a b o u t  10 men were s a i d  t o  have a c t u a l l y  
jo ined  h i m .  

The town voted  t h e  purchase  of  a  poor farm i n  1823, b u t  t h i s  was 
no t  accompl i shed  u n t i l  1836. 
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Cont inued  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  deve lopment  o f  a  
number o f  commercia l  / r e s i d e n t i a l  / i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r s ,  and t h e  
b e g i n n i n g s  of  two i n d u s t r i a l  f o c i .  R e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a t  mee t inghouse  c e n t e r  c a .  1780-1800. Second 
mee t inghouse  b u r n s  1828  and t h i r d  mee t inghouse  b u i l t  i n  1829 .  
Growth o f  s e c o n d a r y  t u r n p i k e  v i l l a g e  a t  West S u t t o n  a f t e r  1800 
( t u r n p i k e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  1 8 2 4 ) ,  w i t h  Masonic Hal l  and s t o r e ,  181 5 .  
Most growth 1820-1 830.  T h i r d  B a p t i s t  mee t inghouse  1  o c a t e d  i n  West 
S u t t o n ,  1830 .  Small n u c l e a t i o n  a t  South  S u t t o n  a l o n g  W h i t i n  Road 
s o u t h  o f  Second B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  mee t inghouse  (1  804-1805) .  Small 
b o o t  and house shops  a t  S u t t o n ,  West S u t t o n ,  and South  S u t t o n .  
T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  deve lopment  a t  Manchaug a f t e r  1826 ,  w i t h  
t h r e e  m i l l s  and 11 d w e l l i n g s  by 1830.  T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a t  
W i l k i n s o n v i l l  e a f t e r  1823  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b r i c k  f a c t o r y .  Worker 
h o u s i n g  s o u t h  of  m i l l .  Ep i scopa l  chu rch  ( 1 8 2 8 )  s o u t h  o f  
P r o v i d e n c e  Road. 

D .  Economic Base 

Al though more t h a n  h a l f  o f  i t s  a c r e a g e  remained a s  wood lo t  o r  
unimproved,  S u t t o n  was a  p r o d u c t i v e  a r e a  f o r  f a r m i n g .  Some l a n d  
( 1 6 . 6 % )  was viewed a s  un improvab l e ,  b u t  n e a r l y  equa l  p e r c e n t a g e s  
o f  p a s t u r a g e  ( 1 1 . 7 % )  and meadow and mowing combined w i t h  s l i g h t l y  
more t i l l a g e  ( 4 . 8 % )  t o  a s s u r e  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

Throughout  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  S u t t o n  was known a s  an e x c e l l e n t  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  town, p r o d u c i n g  l a r g e  g r a s s  c r o p s ,  f r u i t  h a r v e s t s ,  
and qua1 i t y  1  i v e s t o c k ,  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  oxen.  The numerous s t r e a m s  
and w a t e r - p o w e r s i t e s  a l s o  gave t h e  town a  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  an 
i n d u s t r i o u s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  community. In 1793 ,  t h e  t o w n  c o n t a i n e d  
t h ree  f u l l i n g  m i l l s ,  s ix  s a w m i l l s ,  ten  g r i s t m i l l s ,  seven  
t r i phammers ,  f i v e  s c y t h e ,  hoe and a x e  s h o p s ,  one p a p e r  m i l l ,  one 
o i l  m i l l ,  and s i x  p o t a s h  works .  Comb-making and card-making  were 
a l s o  begun i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

An e a r l y  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  wate r -powered  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was l o c a t e d  
on S i n g l e t a r y  Brook a  p a r t  of  S u t t o n  u n t i l  1813  when s e t  o f f  t a  
form M i l l b u r y .  By 1795 ,  a  one m i l e  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  s t r e a m  powered 
two g r i s t  m i l l s ,  a  s a w m i l l ,  a  t r iphammer  and s c y t h e  shop ,  an o i l  
m i l l ,  a  f u l l i n g  m i l l ,  and t h e  pape r  m i l l  of  Ab i j ah  Burbank,  t h e  
f i r s t  p a p e r  m i l l  i n  W o r c e s t e r  County and t he  f o u r t h  o r  f i f t h  i n  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  T h i s  m i l l  p r o v i d e d  a l l  t h e  p a p e r  f o r  I s a i a h  
Thomas' p r e s s  i n  Worces t e r  d u r i n g  t he  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War. Also i n  
t h e  a r e a  w h i c h  l a t e r  became M i l l b u r y ,  a  gun manufac to ry  was 
e s t a b l  i s h e d  by Asa Waters  i n  1808 ,  e v e n t u a l l y  expanded t o  become 
Armory V i l l a g e .  By 1812 t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  s c y t h e s ,  hoes ,  sawmil l  
saws ,  s m e l t i n g  i r o n ,  and c a s t  s t e e l  were  added .  

T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was commenced i n  t h e  town d u r i n g  t h e  1820s  
a t  t h r e e  l o c a t i o n s .  A t  P l e a s a n d  V a l l e y ,  a  f a c t o r y  was b u i l t  i n  
1822  n e a r  t h e  s i t e  o f  an 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  c a r d  and f u l l i n g  m i l l  where 
t he  Goodal e Mfg. Co. m a n u f a c t u r e d  b r o a d c l o t h s  empl o y i n g  t h e  f i r s t  
power looms used i n  S u t t o n .  I n  1823 ,  David Wi lk inson  of  North 
P r o v i d e n c e ,  Rhode I s l a n d  b u i l t  a  s t o n e  f a c t o r y  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  
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c o t t o n  c l o t h .  The mil l  was  e n l a r g e d  i n  1 8 2 8  a n d  1 8 3 2 .  I n  1 8 2 9  
d u r i n g  a  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  p a s s e d  t o  Samuel 
S l a t e r  a n d  S o n s  and  the  f i r m  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1 8 3 2  a s  t h e  
S u t t o n  Mfg. Co. The c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  C a n a l  i n  1 8 2 8  
e n h a n c e d  t he  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  o f  W i l k i n s o n v i l l e ,  a s  t h e  c a n a l  
p a s s e d  by t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d  a  l o c k  a n d  b a s i n  were l o c a t e d  t he re .  
The c a n a l  f a c i l  i t a t e d  movement  o f  1  umber  a n d  a g r i  c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c e  
a s  we1 1  a s  raw m a t e r i a l  a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e  
t o w n ' s  f a r m s  a n d  mi l l s .  The t h i r d  s i t e  d e v e l o p e d  was on t h e  
Mumford R i v e r  a t  w h a t  became t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  Manchaug.  H e r e  t h e  
r i v e r  p r o v i d e d  a  f a l l  o f  83 f e e t  i n  1  ess t h a n  a  q u a r t e r  m i l e .  I n  
1 8 2 6 ,  a  g r o u p  o f  P r o v i d e n c e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  a n d  m e r c h a n t s  p u r c h a s e d  
t he  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  r i g h t s ;  by  1 8 3 0  t h e y  h a d  e r e c t e d  two s t o n e  
mi l l s  a n d  a  wooden mi l l  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  c l o t h  and  1 1  
d w e l l i n g s  f o r  m a n a g e r s  a n d  w o r k e r s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A s i g n i f i c a n t  number  o f  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
t r a d i t i o n a l  h o u s e  f o r m  w i t h  F e d e r a l  l y - d e t a i l e d  d o o r w a y s  s u r v i v e  
t h r o u g h o u t  t own .  E x a m p l e s  w e r e  n o t e d  a l o n g  t h e  B o s t o n  Road i n  
West S u t t o n ,  a n d  i n  Manchaug o f  n o t e  a r e  t h e  p a i r  o f  i d e n t i c a l  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  b r i c k  h o u s e s  ( w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  on W h i t i n  Road 
i n  Manchaug,  w h i c h  r e v e a l  a  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  s e t  well back  b e h i n d  
t h e  r i d g e .  S e v e r a l  well p r e s e r v e d  p e r i o d  d w e l l  i n g s  w i t h  f a n - 1  i t  
d o o r w a y s  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  West  S u t t o n ,  a s  i s  u n u s u a l  t w o - s t o r y ,  
f i v e - b a y ,  p y r a m i d a l  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s e c o n d  f l o o r  o v e r h a n g  
s u p p o r t e d  by p o s t s  f o r m i n g  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  h o u s e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The s e c o n d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  751 ) b u r n e d  i n  1 8 2 8  a n d  
was  r e p l a c e d  i n  1 8 3 0 .  The  s e c o n d  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1 8 0 5 ,  was  a l s o  r e p l a c e d  i n  1 8 3 0 .  O f  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  t he  1 8 2 8  
t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  g a b l e  e n d  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  a  o n e - s t o r y  
s t o n e  mi l l  o f  t h e  S u t t o n  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Co. ( 1 8 7 0 )  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  
a l t e r n a t i n g  c o u r s e s  o f  n a r r o w  a n d  w i d e ,  d r e s s e d  g r a n i t e  b l o c k s .  

V I I I .  E A R L Y  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  s y s t e m  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e .  P r o v i d e n c e  
and  W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a d  b e g a n  s e r v i c e  i n  1 8 4 7  t h r o u g h  W i l k i n s o n  i n  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r .  B l a c k s t o n e  C a n a l  e n d s  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  1 8 4 8 .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  i s  e r r a t i c  a n d  m o d e r a t e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  
2 , 1 8 6  i n  1 8 3 0  t o  2 , 6 9 9  i n  1 8 7 0 .  A h i g h  f i g u r e  was  r e a c h e d  i n  1 8 5 5  
w i t h  2 , 7 1 8 .  I r i s h  i m m i  g r a t i o n  was c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l ,  g r e a t e s t  
i n  1 8 5 5 ,  b u t  d o m i n a t e d  by C a n a d i a n s  a  d e c a d e  l a t e r ;  o v e r a l l  
f o r e i g n  p o p u l a t i o n  was a l s o  l e s s  t h a n  a v e r a g e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d :  
j u s t  c a .  1 8 % .  
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Agricul  t u r a l  employment remained i m p o r t a n t  and i n c r e a s e d  s l  i g h t l y ,  
from 329 i n  1820 t o  413 i n  1875. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  manufac tur ing  
grew from 94 i n  1820 t o  405 i n  1840, and 514 i n  1875. 

Denominational pro1 i  f e r a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  f i r s t  ha1 f  of t h e  
p e r i o d .  F reewi l l  B a p t i s t s ,  many remnants  of t h e  3 rd  S o c i e t y ,  
p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  town from 1834 through 1858/59. In expanding 
Manchaug, t h e  company funded a n o t h e r  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  i n  1842. 
Universa l  i s t s  were even more s h o r t - 1  i v e d ,  1840-1847. A Methodis t  
s o c i e t y  was s e t  u p  i n  1852, and g r a n t e d  l a n d  from t h e  common, b u t  
was absorbed  by t h e  Mi l lbu ry  church i n  1864. More l o n g - l i v e d  were 
t h e  S c o t - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  who formed a  church i n  1856. 
L a d i e s '  Renevol e n t  S o c i e t i e s  were e s t a b l  i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
Congregat ional  S o c i e t y  i n  1852 and t h e  Episcopal  i n  1859. 

By t h e  middle of t h e  p e r i o d ,  high school  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  was under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  D i f f e r e n c e s  of op in ion  were e v i d e n t ,  and w h a t  
money was a l l o c a t e d  f o r  t h i s  l e v e l  of  t e a c h i n g  con t inued  t o  be 
d i v i d e d  among t h e  d i s t r i c t s  u n t i l  1873. In s p i t e  of s t a t e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  system was main ta ined  
u n t i l  1882. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n d u s t r i a l  growth a t  Manchaug a n d  W i l k i n s o n v i l l e ,  a n d  t h e  
development of  a  number of  s m a l l e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c l u s t e r .  L i t t l e  
change in  t h e  o t h e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  c e n t e r s .  In S u t t o n  C e n t e r ,  a  
Methodis t  Episcopal  Church i s  used from 1854-64, them removed. 
Some r e s i d e n t i a l  development o c c u r s  n o r t h  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of 
Sing1 e t a r y  Avenue. 

In W i l k i n s o n v i l l e ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  runs o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  
r i v e r ,  wh i l e  t h e  main s e t t l e m e n t  focus  i s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  The 
P r e s b y t e r i a n  church i s  b u i l t  n o r t h  of Providence  Road (1855) .  
Dudley S h u t t l e  Fac to ry  b u i l t  1866,  wes t  on Providence  Road. Main 
d w e l l i n g  c l u s t e r ,  w i t h  s i n g l e - a n d  mu1 t i - f a m i l y  houses ,  among 
Providence  Road/Central  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Some hi gh-income 
r e s i d e n c e s  n o r t h  of r i v e r  on B lacks tone  Avenue. 

Main i n d u s t r i a l  growth a t  Manchaug, wi th  a d d i t i o n  of t h r e e  g r a n i t e  
m i l l s  (1852,1862,  1 8 6 8 ) .  Worker hous ing  duplex  rows n o r t h  of 
S tevens  Pond (Manchaug S t r e e t ) ,  e a s t  of S t e v e n s  Pond ( I s t ,  Znd, 
3rd S t r e e t ) ,  and on Putnam H i l l  Road. Second Empire a g e n t ' s  
r e s i d e n c e  a t  Putnam H i l l  Road/Whitin Road i n t e r s e c t i o n .  B a p t i s t  
Church (1842)  o n  Putnam H i l l  Road. Small i n d u s t r i a l  c l u s t e r s  a l s o  
developed a t  wa te r  power s i t e s  between S u t t o n  Cen te r  and 
W i l k i n s o n v i l l e  ( P l e a s a n t d a l e ,  M a r b l e v i l l e ) .  

D .  Economic Base 

The t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  s u b s i d i a r y  i n d u s t r i e s  of s h u t t l e  and 
machine manufac tur ing  accounted  f o r  most of t h e  growth i n  S u t t o n ' s  
manufac tu r ing  o u t p u t  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  and formed t h e  bas i s  of 
t h e  town ' s  wea l th .  By 1837,  t h e r e  were f o u r  c o t t o n  m i l l s ,  
employing 197 men a n d  women who annual l y  produce 1 . 3  m i  11 ion  y a r d s  
of  c l o t h  worth $108,000; two woolen m i l l s  wi th  64 men and women 
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employed i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  82 ,000  y a r d s  o f  c l o t h  v a l u e d  a t  
$1 1 0 , 0 0 0 ;  s e v e r a l  s h u t t l e  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  which produced  2 ,000  
dozen s h u t t l e s ,  and a  machine shop which produced  30 ,000  s p i n d l e s  
and o t h e r  mach ine ry .  By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  s t i l l  
remained f o u r  c o t t o n  m i l l s ,  one woolen m i l l ,  a  shoddy m i l l ,  f l o c k  
m i l l ,  and t h r e e  s h u t t l e  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  employ ing  n e a r l y  400 men and 
women i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  more t h a n  $600 ,000  w o r t h  o f  goods ,  
n e a r l y  90% o f  the  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods.  

Co t ton  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  Wil k i n s o n v i l l e  and 
Manchaug. The fo rmer  v i l l a g e ,  i n  which d u r i n g  W i l k i n s o n ' s  t e n u r e  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  a  bank ,  h o t e l ,  and worker  h o u s i n g ,  was a l s o  t h e  
s i t e  o f  a  s h u t t l e  manufac to ry  and t e x t i l e  machinery  s h o p ,  a s  wel l  
a s  s e v e r a l  shoe  shops .  A t  Manchaug, a  number o f  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  
two s tone  m i l l s  and t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  and c r e a t i o n  of  s e v e r a l  m i l l  
ponds were  made d u r i n g  t h e  1850s  and 1860s .  In 1863  t h e  # 3  s t o n e  
m i l l ,  310 f e e t  x 52 f e e t ,  f o u r  s t o r i e s  h i g h ,  was e r e c t e d .  I t s  
c o m p l e t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p r i n t  c l o t h  and c a m b r i c s  from 
926,000 y a r d s  t o  1 ,980 ,750  y a r d s  i n  1864.  By 1870 t h e r e  were  
t h r e e  m i l l s  ( t h e  wooden m i l l  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  boa rd inghouse  and 
i t s  machinery  moved t o  a  new a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  #1 m i l l )  p roduced  
4 ,650 ,320  y a r d s  o f  c l o t h .  

In  t h e  decades  b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  War t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  l e s s e r  b u t  
w i d e s p r e a d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n d e a v o r s  which s u p p l i e d  S o u t h e r n  
s l a v e h o l d e r s .  T h e  l a r g e s t  was b o o t  and s h o e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  . 
Cheap b r o g a n s ,  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  made f o r  s l a v e  wea r ,  were  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  numerous shops  and homes. In  1855 ,  300 men and 
women m a n u f a c t u r e d  500 p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and  229,000 p a i r s  o f  s h o e s  
wor th  n e a r l y  $198,000.  By 1865  t h e  f i g u r e  d ropped  t o  o n l y  58 ,000  
p a i r s  o f  s h o e s .  S e v e r a l  smal l  plough and s c y t h e  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  
hammered o u t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t o o l s  f o r  l o c a l  use and e x p o r t  t o  
S o u t h e r n  p l a n t a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  1830s and 1840s .  And, t h e  smal l  
woolen m i l l  a t  Woodburyv i l l e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  Kentucky j e a n s ,  a  
c o a r s e ,  s t r o n g ,  and cheap  c o t t o n  and wool c l o t h  used f o r  work 
c l o t h i n g  and a l s o  s o l d  m o s t l y  t o  S o u t h e r n  s l a v e h o l d e r s  f o r  t h e i r  
s l  a v e s .  

Lumbering and woodworking were  a l s o  e x t e n s i v e l y  c a r r i e d  on i n  
S u t t o n .  In 1865 ,  e i g h t  s a w m i l l s  c u t  n e a r l y  700,000 f e e t  o f  b o a r d s  
and 140 ,000  s h i n g l e s .  As many a s  5 ,000  c o r d s  of  f i r e w o o d  were  c u t  
a n n u a l l y  and marke ted  i n  t h e  a r e a ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e s  and i n  
W o r c e s t e r .  S e v e r a l  smal l  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  and shops  produced 
b a s k e t s ,  c a s k s ,  c o f f i n s ,  c o a c h e s ,  wagons,  r a i l r o a d  c a r s ,  s l e i g h s ,  
and o t h e r  wooden ware .  Much o f  t h e  w a s t e  hardwood was burned  f o r  
c h a r c o a l ;  i n  1865 23 ,5000  b u s h e l s  were  p roduced .  

S u t t o n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  was s t r e n g t h e n e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a s  t h e  
marke t  f o r  i t s  p roduce  and l i v e s t o c k  grew and a c c e s s i b i l i t y  
i n c r e a s e d ,  e s p e c i a l  l y  a f t e r  the  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  P r o v i d e n c e  
and W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a d  i n  1848.  By 1865 ,  n e a r l y  5 , 0 0 0  o f  the  
t o w n ' s  20 ,000  a c r e s  were  c u l t i v a t e d ;  of  t h i s ,  more t h a n  4 ,000  
a c r e s  were  i n  h a t  w i t h  s e v e r a l  t housand  a d d i t i o n a l  a c r e s  i n  
pe rmanent  p a s t u r e .  These e x t e n s i v e  f i e l d s  s u p p o r t e d  f l o c k s  of  
sheep  and a  l a r g e  number o f  horses and c a t t l e .  In 1855 ,  234 lambs 
and 502 c a l v e s  were  s en t  t o  marke t  and 165 ,000  I b s .  o f  pork and 
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210,000 I b s .  o f  b e e f  w e r e  s l a u g h t e r e d .  The n e a r l y  700 m i l k  cows 
on S u t t o n ' s  fa rms  p r o d u c e d  67,000 I b s .  o f  b u t t e r  and 25,000 l b s .  
o f  cheese  i n  1855.  More t h a n  1,000 a c r e s  were  d e v o t e d  t o  r a i s i n g  
c o r n ,  g r a i n s ,  and v e g t a b l e s  and t h e  o r c h a r d s  c o n t a i n e d  more  t h a n  
28,000 a p p l e  and p e a r  t r e e s .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : T r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  and d o u b l e  ch imney  houses  as w e l l  
as t h e  p o p u l a r  g a b l e  end, s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n  w i t h  Greek R e v i v a l  and  
I t a l  i a n a t e  d e t a i l  i n g  p r e d o m i n a t e .  One G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  ( b a r g e b o a r d )  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n  was o b s e r v e d .  The m i l l  v i l l a g e s  o f  Manchaug and 
W i l k i n s o n v i l l e  c o n t a i n  one-, o n e - a n d - a - h a l f ,  and t w o - s t o r y  d o u b l e  
and c e n t e r  ch imney  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g ,  w i t h  Manchaug h a v i n g  an 
o u t s t a n d i n g  c o l l  e c t i o n  o f  one-  and t w o - s t o r y  d o u b l e  ch imney  t y p e s  
as  w e l l  as  a  o n e - a n d - a - h a l f  g a b l e d  m o n i t o r  d u p l e x .  A row  o f  
G o t h i c  houses  i n  Manchaug, p o s s i b l y  f o r  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s ,  c o n s i s t s  
o f  one-and-one-ha1 f - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t r a l  g a b l e d  d w e l l  i n g s .  
The H.L. C u n l i f f  House ( 1 8 7 0 )  a t  Manchaug i s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  
t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  Second Emp i re  d w e l l  i n g  e r e c t e d  b e f o r e  
1870.  S i m i l a r ,  b u t  s m a l l e r  numbers o f  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  e x i s t  i n  
W i l k i n s o n v i l l e .  W i l k i n s o n v i l l e  a l s o  r e t a i n s  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  
f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  end c h i m n e y  b o a r d i n g h o u s e  ( 1  870;  f o r m e r l y  a  
h o t e l ? )  t h a t  has  been a l t e r e d  b y  a d d i t i o n s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  A  F r e e  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  was e r e c t e d  i n  1834. The 
B a p t i s t  Church  i n  Manchaug was b u i l t  ca .  1842. The U n i t e d  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  c h u r c h  was e r e c t e d  i n  W i l k i n s o n v i l l e  c a .  1856  ( n o  
l o n g e r  used  as  a  c h u r c h ) .  I n  1854,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church  
was b u i l t  i n  t h e  C e n t e r .  

The E i g h t  L o t s  Road S c h o o l h o u s e ,  a  o n e - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end Greek 
R e v i v a l  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e ,  s u r v i v e s  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  
t own .  H i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  were  h e l d  i n  t h e  " h a l l  o f  t h e  b r i c k  
m a n s i o n  b u i l t  b y  M r .  James F r e e l a n d . "  L a t e ,  p e r i o d  s c h o o l  i n  
Manchaug i s  now used  as  t h e  A m e r i c a n  L e g i o n  h a l l .  

A h o t e l  ( n o t  e x t a n t )  i n  West S u t t o n  p r e - d a t e d  1840  and was s t i l l  
s t a n d i n g  as  l a t e  as 1870.  The t h r e e - s t o r y ,  s i x - b a y  
G r e e k / I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l e d  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  a p p e a r s  t o  have  
o r i g i n a l l y  been a  t a v e r n  o r  h o t e l .  A  t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end b r i c k ,  
Greek R e v i v a l  s t o r e  s t a n d s  a t  t h e  C e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Two e a r l y  p e r i o d  s t o n e  m i l l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  
a l t e r n a t i n g  c o u r s e s  o f  n a r r o w  and w i d e  d r e s s e d  g r a n i t e  b l o c k s  
r e m a i n .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  870-1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  and r a i l  s y s t e m  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use.  By 1900,  
W i l k i n s o n v i l l e ,  i n  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y  c o r r i d o r ,  i s  s e r v e d  by  
t h e  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  on P r o v i d e n c e  Road. 
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p e r i o d .  In 1873 t h e  Rhode I s l a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  B .  B .  & R .  
K n i g h t ,  o r i g i n a t o r  of t h e  " F r u i t  of t h e  Loom" l a b e l ,  purchased  t h e  
Manchaug M i l l s  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  Louis  Dexter .  Product ion  of 
p r i n t  c l o t h  and cambric  i n c r e a s e d  t o  more than  7 m i l l  ion y a r d s  
a n n u a l l y .  The W i l k i n s o n v i l l e  mi l l  was c l o s e d  i n  1898 when t h e  
machinery was removed t o  S l a t e r ' s  North works i n  Webster. The 
m i l l  remained empty u n t i l  1904,  when t h e  Army and Navy Cot ton  Duck 
Co. took ove r .  I t  was no t  u n t i l  1915,  however, t h a t  t h e  mi l l  was 
r e t u r n e d  t o  f u l l  p roduc t ion  a s  t h e  Anco m i l l .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  underwent a  number of changes d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and 
e a r l y  20th c e n t u r i e s ,  t e n d i n g  toward more s p e c i  a1 i z e d  p roduc t ion  
on i n d i v i d u a l  fa rms.  Large-sca l  e  d a i r y i n g  was c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 
fewer farms w i t h  l a r g e r  h e r d s ,  m i l k  p roduc t ion  per  cow doubled a s  
a  r e s u l t  of improved b r e e d i n g ,  p o u l t r y  and swine r a i s i n g  a l s o  
became c o n c e n t r a t e d  on s e v e r a l  f a rms ,  and l a r g e  commercial 
o r c h a r d s  were p l  a n t e d .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1870s and 1880s ,  t h e  p roduc t ion  of b u t t e r  and cheese  
f o r  s a l e  con t inued  t o  dominate  d a i r y  a c t i v i t y .  However, d u r i n g  
t h e  1890s ,  t h e  s a l e  of milk and cream i n c r e a s e d  and by 1905 more 
than  400,000 g a l l o n s  of  m i l k  were produced. Market ing was 
f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s e v e r a l  m i l k  d e a l e r s  and a  
creamery.  In t h e  1890s ,  s e v e r a l  Worcester  m i l k  d e a l e r s  began t o  
purchase  m i l k  from S u t t o n  f a rms ,  s e l l i n g  i t  i n  Mi l lbu ry  and 
Worces ter .  

Haying and t h e  c u t t i n g  of  f i rewood were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
a s  l a r g e  markets  f o r  t h e s e  goods were found i n  Worces ter .  Hay was 
s o l d  f o r  ho r se feed  t o  t h e  1  a r g e  i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t h e  American S t e e l  and Wire Co. Apple o r c h a r d s  expanded g r e a t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  Macintosh a p p l e  i n  1890. Also 
i m p o r t a n t  was t h e  S u t t o n  Beauty,  a  l o c a l l y  developed l a t e  f a l l  
v a r i e t y .  

The p r a c t i c e  of s c i e n t i f i c  a g r i c u l t u r e  and s t o c k  and p o u l t r y  
management s p r e a d  and improved w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  depar tment  a t  t h e  t h e  h i g h  school i n  1913. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  domest ic  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  
o c c u r r e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A new town h a l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1885 ( n o t  e x t a n t ) .  
An e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  f i r e  s t a t i o n  i n  Manchaug i m i t a t e s  t h e  
a l t e r n a t i n g  narrow and wide s t o n e  c o u r s i n g  of t h e  mill b u i l d i n g s .  
The Manchaug p o s t  o f f i c e  i s  1 and 1 / 2 - s t o r y  Second Empire b u i l d i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Some minor b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  form of  a d d i t i o n s  t o  
e x i s t i n g  m i l l s  i n  Manchaug and W i l k i n s o n v i l l e .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD (1 91 5-1 940) 
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A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By t h e  1 9 2 0 s ,  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  t h r o u g h  W i l k i n s o n v i l l e  i s  
d i s c o n t i n u e d .  P r o v i d e n c e  Road i s  i m p r o v e d  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  
n o r t h - s o u t h  h i g h w a y  ( R o u t e  1 2 2 A ) .  O t h e r  r o a d s  a r e  p a v e d  a s  
s e c o n d a r y  h i g h w a y s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  Mil l b u r y  C e n t e r  
t h r o u g h  S u t t o n  Center t o  Manchaug ( S i n g l e t a r y  Avenue ,  B o s t o n  Road ,  
Putnam H i l l  R o a d ) ;  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  W h i t i n s v i l l e  t o  Manchaug ;  a n d  t h e  
01 d  C e n t r a l  P ike .  By 1 9 4 0 ,  t h e  new f o u r - 1  a n e  W o r c e s t e r - P r o v i d e n c e  
T u r n p i k e  ( R o u t e  1 4 6 )  i s  c o m p l e t e d  a s  f a r  s o u t h  a s  t h e  C e n t r a l  P i k e  
i n t e r c h a n g e .  

D u r i n g  t h e  w a r  and  D e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  town l o s t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f a l l i n g  
f r o m  2 , 8 2 9  i n  1 9 1 5  t o  2 , 1 4 7  i n  1 9 3 0 .  The f a c t o r i e s  were h i t  h a r d  
a n d  many o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t i e s  f o r c e d  i n t o  s a l e .  The f o r e i g n  
s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was  r e d u c e d  f r o m  29 .3% i n  1 9 1 5  t o  1 4 . 2 %  
i n  1 9 4 0 .  A g r i c u l  t u r a l  empl o y m e n t  r e m a i n e d  s t e a d y ,  a n d  2 8 . 7 %  o f  
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  rural  i n  1 9 4 0 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r i o d  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  c o t t a g e s  on 
t h e  s h o r e s  o f  Manchaug,  S i n g l e t a r y  a n d  Ramshorn p o n d s .  
W i l k i n s o n v i l l  e s c h o o l  b u i l t  i n  1 9 1 7 .  Manchaug C a t h o l  i c  c h u r c h  
r e b u i l t  a f t e r  1 9 2 4  f i r e .  

D .  Economic  B a s e  

A f t e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  d u r i n g  Wor ld  War I  a n d  t h e  d e c a d e  
t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  S u t t o n ' s  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  c o l l a p s e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1 9 2 0 s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  town w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  no  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e x c e p t  f o r  
t h e  s h u t t l  e w o r k s  a n d  s e v e r a l  w o o d w o r k i n g  s h o p s .  I n  
W i l k i n s o n v i l l e ,  t h e  Anco M i l l  made ex t ens ive  i m p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  
e x p a n d e d  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  a  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n s t r u c t  f o r  army u n i f o r m s  
d u r i n g  t h e  w a r .  I n  t h e  mid 1 9 2 0 s ,  t h e  w o r k s  were p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  
S p r i n g d a l e  F i n i s h i n g  Co. ,  w h i c h  a f t e r  a  few y e a r s ,  removed t h e  
o p e r a t i o n s  o f  m e r c e r i z i n g  a n d  b l e a c h i n g  f i n e  c o t t o n  a n d  s i l k  
f a b r i c s  t o  C a n t o n .  Not u n t i l  1 9 3 3  was t h e  m i l l  a g a i n  u s e d ,  t h e n  
by  a  number  o f  s m a l l  m a c h i n e ,  m e t a l ,  a n d  w o o d w o r k i n g  s h o p s .  

A t  Manchaug,  t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  B .  B .  & R .  K n i g h t  c o r p o r a t i o n  l e d  
t o  t h e  b r e a k u p  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a n d  s a l e  o f  t h e  mi l l s .  The 
H a y w a r d - S c h u s t e r  Co. o f  D o u g l a s  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  #1 m i l l  a n d  c a r r i e d  
on l i m i t e d  w o o l e n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  The # 2  mil l  went t o  a  C h i c a g o  
f i r m  e n g a g e d  i n  r a g - p i c k i n g  u n t i l  t h e  mil l  was d e m o l i s h e d  i n  1 9 3 8 ,  
a n d  t h e  # 3  m i l l ,  a f t e r  c h a n g i n g  h a n d s  many times a n d  c a r r y i n g  on 
l i m i t e d  w o o l e n  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  e n d e d  up a s  a  c h i c k e n  h o u s e  i n  t h e  
1 9 4 0 s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  S u t t o n ' s  economy t h r o u g h  t h e  
p e r i o d .  The t r e n d s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  
c o n t i n u e d .  D a i r y i n g  became c o n c e n t r a t e d  on o n l y  f o u r  l a r g e  f a r m s  
a f t e r  B o v i n e  t u b e r c u l o s i s  e l i m i n a t e d  many h e r d s  and  f o r c e d  s m a l l e r  
f a r m e r  o u t  o f  t h e  d a i r y i n g  b u s i n e s s .  A p p l e  o r c h a r d s .  pou l  t r y  
f a r m s ,  and  p u r e - b r e d  c a t t l e  h e r d s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d .  
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e s i  d e n t i  a1 : L i  ttl e m a j o r  deve l  opment ; s c a t t e r e d  exampl es o f  
01 o n i a l  R e v i v a l  p e r i o d  d w e l l  i n g s .  1920s c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  Manchaug 
ond. 

b 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S t .  M a r k ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church e r e c t e d  nea r  
S u t t o n  C e n t e r .  

X I .  OBSERVATIONS 

The S u t t o n  i n v e n t o r y  i s  r a t h e r  sparse,  g i v e n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
number o f  Col o n i a l  p e r i o d  s u r v i v a l s .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

Sources m i s s i n g .  

NOTES: 

Page 4:  P o p u l a t i o n  s e c t i o n  i s  a  l i t t l e  l o n g ,  r esemb les  t h e  
f o l l  ow ing  S e t t l e m e n t  s e c t i o n  s t r o n g l y  i n  c o n t e n t ;  t h e  1  a t t e r  
s e c t i o n  (pgs .  4-51 b l e n d s  i n  w i t h o u t  r e p e a t i n g  P o p u l a t i o n  s e c t i o n .  

Page 6:  P o p u l a t i o n  s e c t i o n  a g a i n  sounds t o o  s t r o n g l y  1 i k e  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  S e t t l  ement s e c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  chu rches  
and c h u r c h  g roups .  

Page 7, Pa rag raph  5: S p e a k i n g  o f  same b o a r d i n g h o u s e  as men t i oned  
on Page 8, Pa rag raph  4 ?  

Pages 7-8:  Economic.  Base s e c t i o n -  t o o  d e t a i l  ed; condense? 

Page 8  : A r c h i t e c t u r e  ( I n s t i t u t i o n a l  ) s e c t i o n  r e p e a t s  page 6, 
P o p u l a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  a d d i n g  any a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d e t a i l s  o r  m e n t i o n i n g  
l a c k  o f  d e t a i l  a v a i l a b l e .  

Pages 9-10: P o p u l a t i o n  and S e t t l e m e n t  s e c t i o n s  r e p e a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  
abou t  chu rches  a g a i n .  

Page 10:  Economic Base - p a r a g r a p h s  1 - 4  c o u l d  be condensed. 
Pa rag raph  5 i s  unnecessa ry?  Pa rag raph  6  c o u l d  be summarized i n  1  
o r  2  s h o r t  sen tences .  
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