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P4HC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: Sunder l a n d  

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Sunder land i s  one of t h e  southernmost  towns i n  F r a n k l i n  County. The 
community i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  
V a l l e y .  Loca l  t e r r a i n  c o n s i s t s  of f l o o d p l a i n ,  g l a c i a l  l a k e  bottom 
and up lands .  The C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  dominates  t h e  western-  
most p o r t i o n  of town expanding from a  narrow s t r i p  i n  n o r t h e r n  
Sunder land t o  a  b road  p l a i n  t h a t  encompasses t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
s o u t h e r n  q u a r t e r  of town. O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e s e  lowlands and t h e  base  
of S u n d e r l a n d 1 s  e a s t e r n  up lands  w e r e  covered  by p r e h i s t o r i c  Lake 
Hi tchcock.  A remnant  of t h e  g l a c i a l  l a k e  bottom remains  i n  south-  
e a s t e r n  Sunder land.  T h i s  l a k e  extended i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  
V a l l e y  from c e n t r a l  C o n n e c t i c u t  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h e r n  Vermont where it 
met Lake Upham. A complex of moderate t o  rugged up lands  ex tend  e a s t  
from t h e s e  lowlands and cover  t h e  ramainder  of town. E l e v a t i o n s  
g e n e r a l l y  r a n g e  between 500 f e e t  and 800 f e e t .  S e v e r a l  p o i n t s  r e a c h  
over  900 f e e t .  Most prominent  i s  M t .  Toby (1269 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  i n  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  Sunder land.  T h i s  peak p r o v i d e s  a  commanding view of t h e  
V a l l e y .  A d d i t i o n a l  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  t h e  s ister  peak of Roaring Mountain 
(1195 f e e t )  and B u l l  H i l l  (937 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  p e r i p h e r y  
of t h e s e  up lands .  Loca l  marshlands  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
t r a c t s  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  nor the rnmos t  and southernmost  s e c t i o n s  of 
Sunderland.  The C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  d e l i n e a t e s  Sunder l a n d 1  s wes te rn  
boundary s e p a r a t i n g  i t  from Whately and D e e r f i e l d .  A series of 
s t r eams  and brooks  d r a i n  from t h e  e a s t e r n  up lands  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R ive r .  The most  prominent  of t h e s e  waterways a r e  Mohawk Brook and 
Long P l a i n  Brook. Loca l  b o d i e s  of f r e s h w a t e r  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  Cranberry  
Pond and Whitmore Pond, which a r e  b o t h  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  Sunderland/  
Montague l i n e .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  Hadley g r a n t  (1661) and e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
Swampfield p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1673 w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  a s  w e s t e r n  
boundary w i t h  D e e r f i e l d .  S e t t l e m e n t  abandoned d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  
War (1675) and r e e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town of Swampfield i n  1714 e x t e n d i n g  
n o r t h  t o  Hunting H i l l s  (Montague) and e a s t  t o  Long P l a i n  ( L e v e r e t t )  . 
Name changed t o  Sunder land i n  1718 w i t h  s o u t h e r n  boundary a t  Hadley 
l i n e  surveyed i n  1740. Nor the rn  d i s t r i c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Montague i n  
1754 and e a s t e r n  d i s t r i c t  a s  town of L e v e r e t t  i n  1774. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  suburban town on pr imary  c o r r i d o r  between Amherst and G r e e n f i e l d .  
Located in C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  w i t h  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  s i t e  r e p o r t e d  
i n  Sunder land Cen te r  and s u s p e c t e d  q u a r r y  l o c a t i o n s  around Mount Toby. 
S e t t l e d  from Hadley a s  Swampfield b e f o r e  King P h i l i p ' s  War w i t h  town 
s i t e  r e e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a l o n g  r i v e r  t e r r a c e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a  few w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  e a r l y  C o l o n i a l  houses on North Main 
S t r e e t  and e a r l y  bury ing  ground a t  R i v e r s i d e  Cemetery. Farming 
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developed a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  i n  r i v e r  lowlands from o r i g i n a l  d i v i s i o n  
g r a n t s  b e f o r e  Revo lu t ion  w i t h  mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses i n t a c t  on South 
Main S t r e e t .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  c o n t i n u e d  th rough  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
w i t h  fo rmat ion  of o u t l y i n g  v i l l a g e s  a t  Plum T r e e  and most n o t a b l y  a t  
North Sunder land p r e s e r v i n g  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  houses .  Town c e n t e r  
remained a s  f o c u s  of l o c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
Greek Rev iva l  town h a l l  and I t a l i a n a t e  suburban houses  on Main S t r e e t  
a x i s .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  of commercial tobacco  expanded s e t t l e m e n t  t o  
lowland meadows th rough  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  w i t h  p e r i o d  ba rns  on 
River  Road and e a r l y  bungalows and s t u c c o  d a i r y  farms on R u s s e l l  
Road. Gradual  expans ion of commercial highway a c t i v i t y  on Amherst 
Road w i t h  a u t o  g a r a g e s  i n  Sunder land Cen te r  and monumental A r t  Deco 
b r i d g e  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  P r e s e n t  development  most obvious  
a l o n g  Route 116 c o r r i d o r  from Amherst r a p i d l y  e rod ing  h i s t o r i c  
f a b r i c  a t  Plum T r e e  v i l l a g e  and b i s e c t i n g  town c e n t e r  i n t e g r i t y .  
North Sunder land r e t a i n s  r emarkab le  a u t h e n t i c i t y  of r i v e r  v i l l a g e  
and C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  farmland remain a c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a  
d e s p i t e  suburban encroachment from Amherst. 

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Impor tan t  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  e a s t  bank of C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r .  
Primary n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  from Hadley a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed r i v e r  
t e r r a c e  a s  S i l v e r  Lane t o  North Road t o  t h e  I s l a n d  ( P o s t  O f f i c e  s i t e :  
Hol land ,  1855,  11, p . 4 3 7 ) .  A l t e r n a t e  branch from Amherst M i l l  R ive r  
fordway l i k e l y  fo l lowed  P lumt ree  Road Ex tens ion  t o  Route 116 and 
North Road a l o n g  base  of h i g h l a n d s .  From t h e  I s l a n d  t h e  l o g i c a l  t r a i l  
fo l lowed  Main S t r e e t  t o  Montague Road w i t h  an a l t e r n a t e  branch a long  
t h e  r i v e r  a s  F a l l s  Road (Nor th  Sunder land)  . Other  t r a i l  r o u t e s  
p o s s i b l e  connected  e a s t  around Mettawamps (Mount Toby) p o s s i b l y  a s  
segments of Mountain Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There were no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  However, 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  and documentary ev idence  and t h e  p r e s e n c e  of f e r t i l e  
bot tomlands  s u g g e s t  Sunder land was t h e  s i t e  of  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t .  N a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  p robab ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  Connec- 
t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  and t h e  g l a c i a l  l a k e  bottom s i t u a t e d  i n  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  Sunder land.  One secondary  s o u r c e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a  p o r t i o n  
of t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  e a s t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of Sunderland was once 
occup ied  by a  " c o n t i n u o u s  s e t t l e m e n t "  of wigwams (Hol land 1855 : 11, 
438) .  Two n a t i v e  s i t es  w i t h  Woodland p e r i o d  components were l o c a t e d  
f u r t h e r  s o u t h  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  o f  Mohawk Brook. A d d i t i o n a l  
ev idence  of Woodland p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  was s i t u a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  Long 
P l a i n  Brook and immedia te ly  above t h e  Sunderland/Arnherst l i n e .  S e v e r a l  
undated n a t i v e  s i tes  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  
l o c a t e d  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Sunder land.  S c a t t e r e d  hun t ing  encamp- 
ments w e r e  p robab ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  S u n d e r l a n d ' s  e a s t e r n  up lands .  A 
s i n g l e  undated n a t i v e  s i t e  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  Nor th  Sunder land 
immediately s o u t h  of Whitmore Pond. 
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C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

The C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  and g l a c i a l  l a k e  bottom would have 
provided n a t i v e  occupan t s  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  land.  Na t ive  
f i s h i n g  p robab ly  focused  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r .  Smal le r  f i s h i n g  
s i tes  w e r e  l i k e l y  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e  a r e a ' s  s t r eams  and brooks .  

D .  Obse rva t ions :  

The Sunder land a r e a  was s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  Connec t i cu t  
River V a l l e y .  Na t ive  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r i n g  i n  Sunderland 
p robab ly  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Norwottuck s e t t l e m e n t  c e n t e r  s i t u a t e d  
i n  p r e s e n t  Northampton and Hadley. Nor thern  Sunder land most  l i k e l y  
demarcated t h e  boundary between t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of t h e  Norwottucks and 
t h e  Pocumtucks, t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c e n t e r e d  i n  D e e r f i e l d .  The town h a s  
e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x t a n t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  
shou ld  be p a i d  t o  S u n d e r l a n d ' s  w e s t e r n  f l o o d p l a i n  and g l a c i a l  l a k e  
bottom. However, c o n t i n u o u s  e r o s i o n  on t h e  e a s t e r n  banks of t h e  
Connec t i cu t  R ive r  and r e c e n t ' r e s i d e n t i a l  development a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
lower p o r t i o n  of River  Road ( immedia te ly  below i t s  j u n c t i o n  wi th  Old 
Amherst Road) t h r e a t e n s  t h e s e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r e a s .  

PLANTATION PERIOD 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  - 

Improvement of  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  from Hadley t o  Swampfield a p p a r e n t l y  
a s  S i l v e r  Lane t o  Main S t r e e t  home lo t s  (1673) . S e t t l e m e n t  abandoned 
d u r i n g  King P h i & p l s W a r  (1675) . 
B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 

Sunderland p robab ly  had a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  The town had a  s m a l l  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  w e r e  l i k e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  f o r  
t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h e  a r e a  had a  l i m i t e d  n a t i v e  se t t le-  
ment a t  t h e  t i m e  of i n i t i a l  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  A s m a l l  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  was r e p o r t e d l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  of Sunderland 
v i l l a g e  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  a r e a ' s  purchase  from t h e  Norwottucks i n  
1674. The s e t t l e m e n t  was s h o r t l i v e d .  The s i t e  was abandoned wi th  t h e  
ou tb reak  of  King p h i l i p ' s  War i n  1675. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Na t ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  were s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  sugges ted  
f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  The o n s e t  of Anglo-Indian f u r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  
Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  River V a l l e y  i n  t h e  l a t e  163Q; l i k e l y  encouraged 
i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  involvement  i n  t h e  h u n t i n g  and t r a p p i n g  of f u r -  
b e a r i n g  an imals .  
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The c o l o n i a l  occupan t s  p robab ly  focused  on c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  u t i l i z i n g  
t h e  town ' s  r i c h  a l l u v i a l  f l o o d p l a i n .  C o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g  probably  took 
p l a c e  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and l o c a l  streams and brooks .  Some 
c o l o n i a l  h u n t i n g  and t i m b e r i n g  may have t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  S u n d e r l a n d ' s  
woodlands. 

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

C o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  Sunder land was undoubtedly s p u r r e d  by t h e  a r e a ' s  
e x c e l l e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  Research  shou ld  be devoted  t o  
de te rmin ing  t h e  makeup of  t h e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  s i n c e  e x i s t i n g  
secondary  s o u r c e s  o n l y  p r o v i d e  l i m i t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Did c o l o n i a l  
and n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t s  e x i s t  w i t h i n  S u n d e r l a n d ' s  boundar ies  a t  t h e  
same t ime? 

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

R e s e t t l e m e n t  of Swampf i e l d  a f t e r  Queen Anne's  War (1714) e s t a b l i s h e d  
rangeway f i e l d  d i v i s i o n s  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  meadows. B a s i c  
p a t t e r n  fo l lowed  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  of Main S t r e e t  w i t h  e a s t - w e s t  
c o n n e c t o r s  s u r v i v i n g  a s  Old Arnherst and Garage Road t o  S i l v e r  Lane. 
D e e r f i e l d  f e r r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  from School  
S t r e e t  l a n d i n g  (1719: S y l v e s t e r ,  1879, 11, p.683) . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  a  post-1675 n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  remained i n  Sunder land.  
Fl i thin f i v e  y e a r s  of Sunderlard 's  post-war r e s e t t l e m e n t  ( 1 7 1 8 ) ,  t h e  
town was occupied  by approx imate ly  39 f a m i l i e s .  By 1765 S u n d e r l a n d ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  491 i n d i v i d u a l s .  The s e p a r a t i o n  of p r e s e n t  
L e v e r e t t  from Sunder land i n  1774 was l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  Sunder- 
l a n d ' s  d e c r e a s e  t o  409 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1776. Most of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
p e r i o d  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  former Hadley and H a t f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  - 

C o l o n i a l  r e s e t t l e m e n t  of Sunder land d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  ca1715. 
A s  i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  focused  on t h e  p r e s e n t  
s i t e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Sunder land.  The i n i t i a l  p l a n  l a i d  o u t  house 
l o t s  on b o t h  s i d e s  of  R ive r  Road between i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Old 
Arnherst Road on t h e  s o u t h ,  and S i l v e r  Lane, on t h e  n o r t h .  T h i s  a r e a  
was soon e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  community's c i v i c / e c c l e s i -  
a s t i c a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  S u n d e r l a n d ' s  f i r s t  meeting house 
was e r e c t e d  i n  ca.1717 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of River  Road 
and t h e  "Sunder land Br idge  Road". T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was fo l lowed by 
t h e  town ' s  f i r s t  schoolhouse  b u i l t  i n  ca.1731 nea r  t h e  meetinghouse.  
I n  caJ763, a  second schoolhouse  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  same g e n e r a l  
a r e a  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  b u r n t  down i n  1762. I n  t h e  1720s 
and 1750s , s e t t l e m e n t  began t o  s p r e a d  n o r t h  and s o u t h  of t h e  
Sunderland v i l l a g e  node. I n  ca.1739, t h e  f i r s t  home was e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  "Plum Tree"  ( g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of Plum Tree  Road) .  By t h e  mid-175Q;, 
a  s m a l l  hamlet  had developed a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  
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i n  North Sunder land p robab ly  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  1720s w i t h  t h e  
p o s s i b l e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a m i l l  on " S l a t e s t o n e  Brook". By t h e  177C!s, 
t h i s  a r e a  was i n h a b i t e d  by s e v e r a l  f a m i l i e s .  Although Sunderland 
escaped n a t i v e  a t t a c k s  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  Wars of  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
t h r e e  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  ( g a r r i s o n  houses )  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  town. 
The o n l y  known s i t e  of t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  i s  l o c a t e d  on R i v e r  Road 
(Sunder land V i l l a g e )  midway between i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Old Amherst 
Road and t h e  Sunder land Br idge  Road. 

D .  Economic Base: 

The pr imary  f o c u s  of S u n d e r l a n d ' s  c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  was a g r i c u l t u r e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n .  The town' s pr ime c r o p l a n d  was s i t u a t e d  
on t h e  s i t e  and s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Sunder land.  I n  1715 t h r e e  
d i v i s i o n s  of "plowing land"  w e r e  made between Old Amherst Road and 
Mohawk Brook. A d d i t i o n a l  c r o p l a n d  was set  o f f  i n  1717 n o r t h  of  
Sunder land.  S e v e r a l  p e r i o d  m i l l s  o p e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The 
town's  f i r s t  m i l l  a p p e a r s  t o  p r e - d a t e  1690 b u t  i t s  l o c a t i o n  i s  
u n c l e a r  ( S y l v e s t e r  1879: 11, 6 8 3 ) .  By 1726, Manoch Bodman, Dan ie l  
R u s s e l l  and N a t h a n i e l  Gunn had e s t a b l i s h e d  a  sawmi l l  i n  North 
Sunder land on S l a t e s t o n e  Brook. A g r i s t  m i l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  ca.1738 
by Joseph  and John F i e l d  a l s o  on S l a t e s t o n e  Brook. Both of t h e s e  
m i l l s  w e r e  p robab ly  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of  Whitmore 
Pond. Opera t ion  of a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  on S l a t e s t o n e  Brook was begun 
p r i o r  t o  1774. Two p o s s i b l e  pre-1775 t a n n e r i e s  w e r e  b u i l t  by Gideon 
Henderson. The town ' s  f i r s t  t a v e r n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  by Simon Cooley 
i n  ca.1731 i n  Sunder land V i l l a g e .  A second t a v e r n  s i t u a t e d  i n  
Sunder land v i l l a g e  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of 
"Sunderland Br idge  Road" was p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  by Cap ta in  Fel lows 
B i l l i n g s  inca .1737.  "PlumTree 's"  f i r s t  t a v e r n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
caJ755 by I s r a e l  Hubbard on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  home of  F .  0 .  Hubbard 
(Smith 1899: 194) . 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

~ e s i d e n t i a l :  Sunder land i s  notewor thy f o r  i t s  s u r v i v i n g  1 8 t h  z e n t u r y  
houses ,  seven of which a r e  known e x t a n t .  These i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  ve ry  
e a r l y  houses ,  d a t e d  t o  t h e  1720s. While a l l  of  t h e  houses e x h i b i t  
t h e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  t y p i c a l  of 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses ,  t h e r e  i s  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i e t y  among t h e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  w i t h  one ,  two and t h r e e  
bay deep examples a s  w e l l  a s  houses w i t h  i n t e g r a l  l e a n - t o s  and end 
g a b l e  overhangs .  Of t h e  t w o  houses  da tedca .1720 ,  t h e  I s a a c  Graves 
and t h e  Noah Graves Houses, t h e  Noah Graves House a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  
one most l i k e l y  t o  have been c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1720; i t  i s  a  c e n t e r  
chimney c o t t a g e  t o  which a  l a r g e r  house was added i n  t h e  1780 s. 
The I s a a c  Graves House, w i t h  i n t e g r a l  l e a n t o  and end g a b l e  overhang,  
undoubtedly d a t e s  from t h e  18 th .  c e n t u r y  b u t  s e e m  t o o  l a r g e  and w e l l  
developed f o r  t h e  1720s .  Other  s u r v i v i n g  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses a r e  
t h e  I s r a e l  Hubbard (1763) , Bridgeman (1765) and Graves Hubbard (1753) 
Houses and houses d a t e d  1748 and 1756. S e v e r a l  houses  f e a t u r e  
Georgian e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d s  w i t h  pediments .  S y l v e s t e r  ( H i s t o r y  of 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t V a l l e y  1879: ) s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o l d e s t  house a t  
t h a t  t ime  was t h e  Joseph  W i l l a r d  House of 1717,  t h e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a t  
t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  A.  C .  Delano House. 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Only t h r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  r ecorded  
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s .  These were t h e  F i r s t  
Congrega t iona l  Church, a  30 '  x 45' x  1 8 '  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1717, 
t h e  town ' s  f i r s t  schoolhouse  (1732) and t h e  1762 schoolhouse  which 
r e p l a c e d  it when t h e  1732 s c h o o l  burned.  

Commercial: Only one t a v e r n  (1732; Simon Cooley)  was recorded  f o r  
t h e  p e r i o d .  

Observa t ions :  

Sunder land had some of  t h e  most p r o d u c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  of 
p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t s  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  Va l l ey  
s t u d y  u n i t .  P r e s e n t  Sunder land was t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  p e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Old Sunder land (Sunder l a n d ,  L e v e r e t t )  
The community p robab ly  had s t r o n g  economic and s o c i a l  t i es  w i t h  
Hadley th roughou t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town 's  o r i g i n a l  
s t reet  l a y o u t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  remains  i n t a c t .  The 
R i v e r s i d e  Cemetery c o n t a i n s  some o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  (1720s) g r a v e s t o n e s  
i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  There i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  p r o b a b i l i t y  of e x t a n t  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of t h e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  th roughou t  t h e  town 's  
w e s t e r n  f l o o d p l a i n .  

V I I l  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued improvement o f  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  c r o s s i n g  w i t h  D e e r f i e l d  
b r i d g e  r e p l a c i n g  o r i g i n a l  f e r r y  (1812) . Loca l  highway connec to r s  
of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  Plum Tree  Road from S i l v e r  Lane and Whitemore 
Road t o  North L e v e r e t t  w i t h  River ,  Hadley and R u s s e l l  Road s e t  o u t  i n  
r i v e r  meadows from Main S t r e e t  a x i s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Sunder land grew a t  a  s low,  though r e l a t i v e l y  c o n s t a n t  pace  th roughou t  
t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  r i s i n g  from 4 0 9  i n  1776 t o  666 i n  1830. For  t h e  
p e r i o d  1790 t o  1830, t h e  town recorded  a  4 4 . 1 %  growth r a t e ,  s l i g h t l y  
above t h e  coun ty  a v e r a g e  and n o t  f a r  removed from t h a t  of o t h e r  r i v e r  
towns l i k e  Whately (50 .9%)  o r  D e e r f i e l d  (50 .6%)  . 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  ramained a t  Sunderland C e n t e r  wi th  v i l l a g e  extended a long  
South  Main S t r e e t .  Secondary c i v i c  f o c u s  developed a t  North Sunder- 
l and  w i t h  B a p t i s t  meet ing  house (1822) a l o n g  F a l l s  Road m i l l  s i t e .  
A g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  a s  p r imary  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  Connec t i cu t  River  
lowlands w i t h  c r o s s r o a d s  hamlet  a t  Plum T r e e  v i l l a g e  on Amherst Road. 

D.  Economic Base: 

Almost e x c l u s i v e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  s m a l l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  
a t  North Sunder land ,  s i t e  of  what l i t t l e  wa te r  power Sunderland had. 
The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  Sunderland Br idge  i n  1812 b rough t  some 
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commercial p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  and i n  1825 l o c a l  merchants  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  Sunder land Bank. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  l a n d i n g  n e a r  
Br idge  S t r e e t  was an  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  s h i p p i n g  p o i n t ,  and Sunderland 
V i l l a g e  r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r i v e r  t r a f f i c  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  lumber 
from sur round ing  towns. Sunder l a n d ,  however, c o u l d  n o t  compete w i t h  
t h e  s t r o n g e r  m e r c a n t i l e  and i n d u s t r i a l  economies o f  Arnherst and,  amid 
much ill w i l l ,  t h e  bank was moved t o  t h a t  town i n  1831. 

Probably  i n  t h e  1820 sf w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  broom-handle l a t h e s  
and a w i r e  m i l l  i n  North Hadley,  Sunder land ,  l i k e  Whately and D e e r f i e l d ,  
p icked  up t h e  broom i n d u s t r y .  By 1832 Sunder land was producing 50,000 
brooms v a l u e d  a t  $5 ,000,  a b o u t  11% o f  t h e  market  it s h a r e d  w i t h  
Deerf i e l d  and Whately . 
E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately two dozen houses  and c o t t a g e s  of t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  Sunder land .  These i n c l u d e  n e a r l y  e q u a l  
numbers of houses  and c o t t a g e s ,  w i t h  most of t h e  houses l o c a t e d  
e i t h e r  a t  Sunder land or a t  North Sunder land and most of  t h e  c o t t a g e s  
s c a t t e r e d  i n  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s .  For  houses ,  no one p l a n  predominated 
i n  t h e  p e r i o d :  c e n t e r  chimney, end chimney and doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimney p l a n s  w e r e  employed w i t h  n e a r l y  e q u a l  f r equency .  I n  p a r t  
t h i s  v a r i e t y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t e a d y  growth of  t h e  town th rough  t h e  p e r i o d  
w i t h  houses  of  a lmos t  e v e r y  decade  from 1790 t o  1830 r e p r e s e n t e d  
among t h e  e x t a n t  examples.  Notable  houses  of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  
Catl in-Warner  House (1800) which i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  second-s to ry  P a l l a d i a n  
window and f a n l i t  e n t r a n c e  su r round  and t h e  h i p  r o o f e d  b r i c k  Cooley 
House ( 1 8 1 5 ) .  Also  of n o t e  f o r  i t s  e a r l y  Greek Rev iva l  d e s i g n  i s  t h e  
s i d e h a l l  p l a n  b r i c k  Sunder land Bank of 1825 ( l a t e r  a  r e s i d e n c e )  which 
i n c o r p o r a t e s  f a c a d e  p i l a s t e r s ,  t r i a n g u l a r  end g a b l e  l i g h t  and e n t r a n c e  
surround w i t h  s t r a i g h t  t ransom and s i d e l i g h t s .  For  c o t t a g e s ,  t h e  ten- 
t e r  chimney p l a n  predominated;  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  noted  on Sunder land,  
R u s s e l l ,  R ive r  and Nor th  S i l v e r  Roads. Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  t h e  s t a t e  
of p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  North Sunder land ,  which c o n s i s t s  of 
some h a l f  dozen houses ,  among them a  l a r g e ,  seven-bay wide,  double  
i n t e r i o r  chimney F e d e r a l  house (p robab ly  a  t a v e r n ) ,  a  h a l f - c o t t a g e  
and s e v e r a l  double  chimney houses.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
second meetinghouse of The F i r s t  P a r i s h ,  b u i l t  i n  1792 and i n c o r -  
p o r a t i n g  a  s t e e p l e  tower a t  one end and a  porch  a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  end ,  
and a  B a p t i s t  meetinghouse of 1822. The B a p t i s t s ,  who had been 
a c t i v e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of town from t h e  e a r l y  17803, o rgan ized  
a s  t h e  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  of  Sunder land and Montague i n  1822. Three 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  formed i n  1791; by t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  f o u r  
schoo lhouses  s t o o d  i n  t h e  town, one of which,  a  one-s to ry  b r i c k  
s c h o o l  of 1816, s t i l l  s t a n d s  on North Main S t r e e t .  The town's  f i r s t  
p o s t  o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1815. 

Commercial: Two t a v e r n s ,  one a t  Plum Tree  Road and one a t  North 
Sunder land,  w e r e  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  1830 map. The North Sunder land 
t a v e r n  i n d i c a t e d  may s u r v i v e  a s  t h e  seven-bay f r o n t ,  double  i n t e r i o r  
chimney house which was observed i n  t h e  f i e l d  on F a l l s  Road. The 
b r i c k  Sunder land Bank (1825; N a t h a n i e l  S m i t h ) ,  mentioned above,  i s  
t h e  f i n e s t  commercial b u i l d i n g  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  town. 
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V I I I  . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued maintenance  of Deerf i e l d  b r i d g e  w i t h  rep lacement  (1832) 
from Bridge  S t r e e t .  Regional  improvement of nor th - sou th  c o r r i d o r  
from Amherst t o  G r e e n f i e l d  w i t h  New London and Nor thern  R a i l r o a d  
(Vermont C e n t r a l )  f o l l o w i n g  Long P l a i n  Brook from L e v e r e t t  around 

Mount Toby (ca.1858). 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Sunder land c o n t i n u e d  i t s  s low growth r a t e ,  r e a c h i n g  832 i n  1870. 
Only i n  t h e  p o s t - C i v i l  War y e a r s  d i d  t h e  town a c t u a l l y  l o s e  r e s i -  
d e n t s .  N e t  p e r c e n t a g e  growth f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  amounted t o  24.9%. 

I n  1855 S u n d e r l a n d ' s  69 immigrants  r e p r e s e n t e d  8.2% of t h e  town 
p o p u l a t i o n ,  s i x t h  h i g h e s t  r a t e  i n  t h e  county .  Of t h e  69 ,  63 were 
from I r e l a n d .  

C .  - S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Sunder land Center  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  and commercial f o c u s  w i t h  
secondary  v i l l a g e  a t  Nor th  Sunder land.  Tobacco farming i n t r o d u c e d  
on Connec t i cu t  Val ley  lowlands e x t e n d i n g  on R i v e r  Road t o  Plum Tree  
v i l l a g e .  

D. Economic Base: 

I n  1837 S u n d e r l a n d ' s  broom i n d u s t r y ,  v a l u e d  a t  $11,415,  l e d  F r a n k l i n  
County ' s  p r o d u c t i o n .  By 1845, however, though broommaking peaked 
a t  $12,000 t h a t  y e a r ,  it was second t o  Whately. During t h e  1850s ,  
tobacco  growing began t o  r e p l a c e  broom c o r n  i n  a c r e a g e  grown. By 
1865 , tobacco ,  p l a n t e d  i n  283 a c r e s ,  was S u n d e r l a n d ' s  l e a d i n g  c r o p ,  
va lued  a t  $101,037, making t h e  town second i n  t h e  county  a f t e r  Whately. 
Another c r o p  i n t r o d u c e d  was on ions .  Levi  P. Warner was t h e  p i o n e e r ,  
abou t  1850. By 1885 Sunder land would be t h e  l e a d i n g  onion producer  
i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The number of houses s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  town grew s lowly 
over  t h e  p e r i o d .  Most r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a s  i n f i l l  a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r  b u t  a l s o  ex tended  t o  t h e  s o u t h  a l o n g  R u s s e l l ,  Hadley 
and R i v e r  Roads. Houses and c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  n e a r l y  e q u a l  
numbers, w i t h  c o t t a g e s  be ing  t h e  predominant  f  o m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  
1860. The s i d e h a l l  p l a n  was t h e  most  commonly employed p l a n  of t h e  
p e r i o d  w i t h  compara t ive ly  few doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney p l a n  houses  o r  
c o t t a g e s  observed.  The most s t y l i s h  houses  g e n e r a l l y  d a t e  a f t e r  1850, 
when tobacco  became a n  i m p o r t a n t  c r o p  i n  t h e  town. A n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  
i s  t h e  Peck-Hubbard House (18351, a  s i d e h a l l  Greek Rev iva l  house w i t h  
a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e l a b o r a t e  e n t r a n c e  su r round  w i t h  c o r n e r  b l o c k s ,  p i l a s -  
t e r s  w i t h  anthemia c a p i t a l s  and a  segmenta l  a rched f a n l i g h t .  Note- 
worthy houses of t h e  mid-century i n c l u d e  t h e  c ross -gab led  Goth ic  
Rev iva l  Darling-McLeod House ( 1 8 5 1 ) ,  t h e  th ree -bay  s q u a r e  I t a l i a n a t e  
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Hobart-Clark House (1850) and t h e  Russell-Hubbard House (1858) , which 
i n c o r p o r a t e s  Goth ic  and Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l s  such  a s  
p a n e l l e d  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  v a l a n c e s  f o r  c a p i t a l s  and a Tuscan e n t a b l a -  
t u r e  w i t h  v a l a n c e s .  By f a r  t h e  f i n e s t  house of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  
Alv in  Johnson House ( 1 8 6 5 ) ,  a b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  house w i t h  a. symmetri- 
c a l  th ree -by- th ree  bay s q u a r e  p l a n ,  semi-octagonal  bays ,  one-s tory  
ve randas  and a concave mansard roof  w i t h  b u l l s e y e  windows and shaped 
c o r n i c e .  D e s p i t e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l l y  n o t a b l e  houses ,  
t h e r e  a r e  fewer o u t s t a n d i n g  houses  i n  t h e  town t h a n  one might  e x p e c t  given 
t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  t h e  tobacco  c rop  g e n e r a t e d  e l sewhere  i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  o f  S u n d e r l a n d ' s  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  d a t e  from t h i s  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  F i r s t  Church 
(1836) and Chapel  (1849) and t h e  f i r s t  (1836) and second (1867) Town 
H a l l s .  The church  i s  a two-s tory  Greek R e v i v a l  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s t e e p l e ;  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  c h a p e l  
i s  b e t t e r  p r e s e r v e d  and r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  double  e n t r a n c e  p l a n ,  
p i l a s t e r s  and pediment .  The f i r s t  Town House, now a r e s i d e n c e ,  i s  a  
s m a l l  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  Greek Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o  
and f r e i z e  windows. The 1867 Town H a l l  i s  p robab ly  t h e  f i n e s t  of 
t h e s e .  A two-story b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  f e a t u r e s  a n  end g a b l e  pediment 
w i t h  b r a c k e t s ;  t h e  Georgian  R e v i v a l  o c t a g o n a l  c u p o l a  and pedimented 
e n t r a n c e  a r e  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s .  A p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  was founded i n  1869, 
b u t  no b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued rep lacement  of  D e e r f i e l d  span a f t e r  1876 Flood w i t h  I r o n  
Br idge  ( 1 8 7 7 ) ,  and improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  from Arnherst 
w i t h  r u r a l  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  Sunder land C e n t e r  f o l l o w i n g  River  Road 
(Route 47) . 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 

Between 1870 and 1890 Sunder land  l o s t  a  f i f t h  of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n .  
A f t e r  t h a t  d a t e ,  however, t h e  i n c r e a s e  from C e n t r a l  European i m m i -  
g r a n t s  a s  farm l a b o r e r s  b rough t  abou t  a  tremendous a c c e l e r a t i o n  i n  
S u n d e r l a n d ' s  growth,  which peaked i n  t h e  y e a r s  1910-15. Between 
1890 and 1915 t h e  town grew by 92%,  and f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  a  whole, 
t h e  53.6% growth r a t e  was t h e  f i f t h  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county .  

By 1905 Sunder land had a fo re ign-born  p o p u l a t i o n  amounting t o  36% 
of h e r  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  -- t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  of any town i n  
t h e  county .  Of t h i s  number, 40% w e r e  from Po land ,  g i v i n g  Sunder land 
one o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  P o l e s  i n  t h e  V a l l e y .  Although 
Hadley would l a t e r  exceed t h i s  number, t h e  P o l e s  a p p e a r  t o  have been 
a t  l e a s t  a  decade  e a r l i e r  i n  Sunder land t h a n  i n  Hadley. The o t h e r  
major g roups ,  from Russ ia  and A u s t r i a ,  amounted t o  51% i n  1905, though 
i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e s e  g roups  a p p e a r s  t o  be a  
r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e i r  l a r g e r  p r e s e n c e  i n  Hadley. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  ma in ta ined  on Main S t r e e t  i n  Sunderland 
C e n t e r  w i t h  tobacco  farminu a s  pr imary  a q r i c u l t u r e  on C o n n e c t i c u t  
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v a l l e y  lowlands.  North Sunder land con t inued  a s  i s o l a t e d  r i v e r  v i l l a g e  
on F a l l s  Road t o  Montague. 

D .  Economic Base: 

By 1875 S u n d e r l a n d ' s  l o n e  sawmi l l  produced $800 worth of lumber 
a n n u a l l y .  The f i g u r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  town 's  manu- 
f a c t u r e d  p r o d u c t s  and was t h e  l o w e s t  of t h e  twenty-s ix  towns i n  F r a n k l i n  
County. 

I n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s ,  however, t h e  town e x c e l l e d .  By 1885 Sunder- 
l a n d  produced 32,952 b u s h e l s  of o n i o n s  a n n u a l l y ,  85% of t h e  county 
p r o d u c t i o n  and more t h a n  t h e  t o t a l  q u a n t i t y  of Hampden and Hampshire 
c o u n t i e s  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  Twenty y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  q u a n t i t y  had jumped 
509%. Though Sunder land s t i l l  had 57% of  t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
H a t f i e l d  o n i o n s  outnumbered S u n d e r l a n d ' s .  

Tobacco p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n  common w i t h  t h a t  i n  o t h e r  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  
towns, exper ienced  a  s h a r p  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  1870s and ' 8 0 s  ( c o i n c i d e n t  
w i t h  d e c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  and r e a l  e s t a t e  v a l u e s ) .  But by 1905 
tobacco  had rebounded and i t s  v a l u e ,  $87,918,  was t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  
( a f t e r  Whately and D e e r f i e l d )  i n  F r a n k l i n  County, and e i g h t h  i n  t h e  

v a l l e y .  

Both tobacco  and on ion  r a i s i n g  were l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e  and t h e i r  develop-  
ment a t  t h i s  t ime  i s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  i n f l u x  of 
C e n t r a l  European immigrants  (mainly  P o l e s )  i n  t h e  l a t e  1880s and 
a f t e r w a r d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  While a  few modest  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
I t a l i a n a t e / Q u e e n  Anne s t y l i n g  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  1880s and ' 9 0 s ,  
most o f  t h e  houses  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  1900. 
These i n c l u d e  a  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  number of bungalows and s imple  C o l o n i a l  
Rev iva l  houses ,  most of them l o c a t e d  a long  North and South  Main S t r e e t  
o r  s o u t h  of t h e  c e n t e r  on Old Arnherst, R u s s e l l ,  Hadley and River  Roads. 
Bungalows w i t h  g a b l e ,  h i p  and gambrel  r o o f s  a r e  w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d .  For 
two-story houses ,  t h e  most common t y p e  b u i l t  was t h e  four - square  
s i d e h a l l  p l a n  w i t h  pyramidal  h i p  r o o f .  One of  t h e  f i n e s t  houses of 
t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  A r t h u r  Hubbard House (1911,  K a r l  Putnam) , a  s t u c c o  
and h a l f  t imber  Tudor Rev iva l  house w i t h  an asymmetr ica l  p l a n .  Many 
tobacco  b a r n s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of t h e  town i n  t h e  
p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The on ly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  known 
i s  t h e  Graves Memorial L i b r a r y  (1900,  A l l e n  B r o t h e r s ,  Amherst, 
b u i l d e r s ) .  The l i b r a r y  i s  an  L-plan b r i c k  Tudor Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  wi th  
an o f f s e t  e n t r a n c e  and mul l ioned  windows. 

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Abandonment of t r o l l e y  r o u t e  t o  Amherst (ca ,1925) and improvement of 
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XI. 

l o c a l  highways a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o  r o u t e s .  Primary n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d  
from Amherst t o  D e e r f i e l d  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  Route 116 w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  
River  b r i d g e  r e p l a c e d  by monumental A r t  Deco span a f t e r  1936 f lood 
and secondary  nor th - sou th  Route 47 from Hadley t o  Montague a l o n g  
River  Road and Main S t r e e t .  

A f t e r  1915 Sunder land a b r u p t l y  s topped  growing,  and by 1940 t h e  town 
had l o s t  15% of h e r  1915 p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r ,  t h e  popu- 
l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  1 ,085 ,  though n o t  u n t i l  1950, a t  905, would Sunder- 
l a n d  r e a c h  i t s  l o w e s t  l e v e l .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Sunder land Cen te r  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  development of 
highway commercial a c t i v i t i e s  a l o n g  Amherst Road (Route 116) from 
D e e r f i e l d  Br idge .  

D .  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  Onions and t o b a c c o  con t inued  a s  major  
c r o p s ,  though w i t h  t h e  s h r i n k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  by t h e  l a t e  1920s ,  t h e r e  
was p robab ly  a  s h r i n k i n g  of on ion  a c r e a g e ,  a s  had occur red  i n  Hadley. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

While l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  town a s  a  whole a f t e r  1915, 
some houses w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  i n  t h e  1920s.  These a r e  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  houses  b u i l t  between 1900 and 1915, 
i . e .  bungalows and s imple  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  houses .  The Hubbard House 
( 1 9 1 9 ) ,  a  doub le  g a b l e d  bungalow and t h e  three-bay s q u a r e  C o l o n i a l  
Rev iva l  Hepburn House (1922) a r e  examples of t h e s e  t y p e s .  S t u c c o  
Craftsman houses w e r e  a l s o  observed on R i v e r  and Hadley Roads. 
Perhaps  t h e  most u n u s u a l  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  M i l l s t o n e  House 
(ca.1920), a  o n e - s t o r y ,  f l a t  r o o f e d  f i e l d s t o n e  s t o r e  on South  Main 
S t r e e t .  

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  While t h e  c e n t e r  of Sunderland h a s  been surveyed f o r  l o c a l  
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  d e s i g n a t i o n ,  a  comprehensive su rvey  h a s  n o t  been 
completed. E x i s t i n g  i n v e n t o r y  forms f o r  t h e  town c e n t e r  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  
thorough and w e l l  r e s e a r c h e d  a l t h o u g h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e s  f o r  some 1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  houses d o  n o t  seem a c c u r a t e .  F u t u r e  survey work shou ld  i n c l u d e  
North Sunder land ,  Montague Road, R i v e r ,  R u s s e l l ,  Hadley and S i l v e r  
Roads. Recent  apa r tment  complex c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  of 
town has  s e r i o u s l y  impacted h i s t o r i c  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  The 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l andscape  o f  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20 t h  c e n t u r y  houses and 
tobacco  b a r n s  i s  now c o n s i d e r a b l y  a l t e r e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  of o u t s i z e d  
apar tment  b u i l d i n g s  on t h e  open f l o o d p l a i n .  Road widening a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Route 116 and Main S t r e e t  has  a l s o  damaged t h e  i n t e g r i t y  
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of  t h e  immediate a r e a ,  a l t h o u g h  North and South  Main S t r e e t  r e t a i n  
much of  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  c h a r a c t e r .  Of  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i s  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  
s t a t e  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  Nor th  Sunder land.  

X I I .  SOURCES 

P o l i t e l l a ,  David, My Sunder land:  Q u a r t e r - M i l l e n i a l  Souvenir  ( 2  v o l s . ,  
Sunder land,  19g8) . ( n o t  examined.) 
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