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M H C  RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY R E P O R T  

D A T E :  1983 COMMUNITY: S t e r l i n g  

I .  T O P O G R A P H Y  

Lying on t h e  e a s t e r n  s l o p e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  h igh lands  p l a t e a u ,  
S t e r l i n g ' s  s u r f a c e  r i s e s  from a  r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  p l a i n  i n  t h e  e a s t  
a t  400-500 f e e t  above sea  l e v e l  t o  a h e i g h t  of over  1 ,000 f e e t  i n  
t h e  h i l l y  no r thwes t  c o r n e r  of t h e  town. J u s t  beyond i t s  wes tern  
b o r d e r ,  M t .  Wachuset t ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  h i l l  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s ,  
r i s e s  t o  2,000 f e e t .  

One major r i v e r ,  t h e  S t i l l w a t e r ,  c r o s s e s  t h e  sou th  and wes t  s i d e s  
of t o w n  and a number of s i z e a b l e  brooks flow ou t  of t h e  h i l l s .  
Concen t ra t ed  most ly i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  ha1 f  of town a long Ba i l ey  
Brook, Wekepeke Brook, a n d  J u s t i c e  Brook, they  provided numerous 
s i t e s  f o r  small water  powered m i l l s  and shops .  

The low r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  a r e a  sou th  and west  of P r a t t s  J u n c t i o n  was 
once t h e  bed of g a l c i a l  Lake Nashua, and t h e  a l l u v i a l  d e p o s i t s  of 
bedded sands  and s i l t y  loam provide  e x c e l l e n t  fa rmland.  The h i l l y  
no r thwes t  c o r n e r ,  composed of s toney  t i l l  and t e r r a c e  d e p o s i t s  i s  
l a r g e l y  wooded a n d  well  s u i t e d  t o  o r c h a r d s .  

11. POLITCAL BOUNDARIES 

Eas te rn  p a r t  i nc luded  i n  Nashaway g r a n t  i n  1643. Most t e r r i t o r y  
i n c l u d e d  i n  Chockse t t  g r a n t  of 1701. E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  town, from 
p a r t  of L a n c a s t e r ,  1781. Bounds e s t a b l i s h e d  wi th  L a n c a s t e r ,  
1793. P a r t  i nc luded  i n  new town of West Boy l s ton ,  1808. P a r t  of 
Lancas te r  annexed, 1837. Bounds with L a n c a s t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1908. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

An a g r i c u l t u r a l  and suburban c e n t r a l  uplands  town on t h e  h i s t o r i c  
c o r r i d o r s  t o  t h e  wes tern  and nor thwes te rn  h i g h l a n d s .  Nat ive s i t e  
of r eg iona l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  documented a t  Waushaccum Ponds. European 
s e t t l e m e n t  c a .  1720 i n  Rowley Hi l l  a r e a .  D i spe r sed ,  upland 
a g r i c u l  t u r a l  s e t t l  ement,  which c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r e s e n t  wi th  o r c h a r d s  
and d a i r y i n g .  Dispersed  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  small  - s c a l e  i n d u s t r y ,  
p r i m a r i l y  woodworking. Major 19 th  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r y ,  p o t t e r y  works 
a t  West S t e r l  ing .  Small v i l l a g e  develops  a t  meetinghouse c e n t e r  
by e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  S i g n i f i c a n t ,  b u t  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  remnants of 
l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  Methodis t  c o t t a g e  c l u s t e r  a t  S t e r l i n g  
Campgrounds. Notable  s u r v i v i n g  f a r m s t e a d s  on Redstone 
Hi l l /Kenda l l  H i l l ,  Rowley H i l l / R o s s  H i l l ,  and J u s t i c e  H i l l .  
Widespread d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  da i  r y  b a r n s .  Continued 
suburban development 1  i k e l y  wi th  comple t ion  of  1-1 90 c o r r i d o r ,  
w i t h  exurban s i t e s  on wes tern  h i l l t o p s  with views of M t .  Wachusett .  



I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Two p r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e s  f r o m  t h e  " w a d i n g  p l a c e "  o v e r  t h e  
Nashua i n  L a n c a s t e r :  b e a r i n g  n o r t h  H i l l  Road t o  N o r t h  Row, 
t h r o u g h  t h e  C e n t e r  R e s t o n e  H i l l  t o  P r i n c e t o n  Road; b e a r i n g  t o  t h e  
s o u t h  t o w a r d  p r e s e n t  W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r ,  F i t c h  Road. N o r t h - s o u t h  
r o u t e s  t o w a r d  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  S t i l l w a t e r  and Q u i n e p o x e t  i n  West 
Boy1 s t o n :  R e d e m p t i o n  Rock Road; B e a n - J e w e t t  j o i n s  P r i n c e t o n ,  t h e n  
s p l i t s ,  f o l l o w i n g  M e e t i n g h o u s e  H i l l  Road t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  and Rowley  
H i l l  Road t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t ,  b y  ponds .  

S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n s :  

The p r i m a r y  s e a t  o f  t h e  Nashaway g r o u p  o f  N ipmuck,  and t h e n  m i d  
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  l e a d e r  S h o l a n ,  l o c a t e d  b e t w e e n  and a r o u n d  E a s t  and  
West Waushaccum Ponds.  H e r e ,  r e p e a t e d  o r  l o n g - t e r m  camps, w h i l e  
s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s  e x p l o i t e d  f r o m  t h i s  base .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

T h i s  a r e a  was t h e  s i t e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  more  
p e r m a n e n t  camps, g a t h e r i n g  l a r g e r  g r o u p s  f o r  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  ponds,  
S t i l l w a t e r  and n e a r b y  Nashua R i v e r s ,  as  w e l l  as h o r t i c u l t u r e  on 
a d j a c e n t  k n o l l s .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

E a r l y  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h i s  g r o u p  makes i t  w e l l  known, and s o u r c e s  
unan imous on v i l l a g e  l o c a t i o n ,  b u t  no r e p o r t e d  f i n d s  t h e r e .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1  6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e  t r a i l s .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Nashaways number 15 -16  f a m i l i e s  t o t a l l i n g  ca .  200 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
r e d u c e d  i n  number b y  s m a l l  pox  ( 1 6 2 2 )  and Mokawk w a r s  ( 1 6 6 0 s ) .  
T h i s  a r e a  l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  g r a n t  b y  S h o l a n  t o  c o l o n i a l s  i n  
1643.  By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  some n a t i v e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  o f  S h o l a n ' s  d e s c e n d a n t s  j o i n e d  i n  K i n g  
P h i l i p ' s  War. U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and no 
c o l  o n i a l  s e t t l  ement .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

C o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  r e d u c e d ,  u s e  as  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  
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I V .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675 -1  7 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  N a t i v e  t r a i l s .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Nashaways number 15 -16  f a m i l  i e s  t o t a l 1  i n g  ca .  200 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
r e d u c e d  i n  number b y  s m a l l p o x  ( 1 6 3 3 )  and Mohawk w a r s  ( 1 6 6 0 s ) .  
T h i s  a r e a  l o c a t e d  a d j a c e n t  t o  g r a n t  b y  S h o l a n  t o  c o l o n i a l s  i n  
1643. By t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  some n a t i v e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w h i l e  o t h e r  o f  S h o l a n ' s  d e s c e n d a n t s  j o i n e d  i n  K i n g  
P h i l l i p ' s  War. U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  and no  
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

C o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  r e d u c e d ,  u s e  a s  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  775 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f o l l o w  R e s t o n e  H i l l  and 
P r i n c e t o n  Roads, p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  town c e n t e r .  R e d e m p t i o n  H i 1  1  
Road i m p o r t a n t  a r t e r y  t o  B o y l s t o n ,  as K e n d a l l  H i l l ,  Sweat  H i l l  and 
S p r i n g  H i 1  1  Roads i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  and t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  o l d e r  
F i t c h  Pond r o u t e .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  H i l l  and Beaman Roads l e a f  f r o m  
c e n t e r  t o  p r i m a r y  m i l l  s i t e s ;  t h e  l a t t e r  j o i n e d  t o  Row ley  H i l l  
Road b y  S o u t h  N e l s o n  and Good Roads. 

F i r s t  f i v e  s e t t l e r s  c a .  1720;  1 6  m a l e  and  5 f e m a l e  L a n c a s t e r  
c h u r c h  members r e l e a s e d  t o  f o r m  second  p a r i s h  i n  1742 ;  d y s e n t e r y  
e p i d e m i c  o f  1756  t o o k  42, 1  i n  20, i n  e i g h t  weeks;  i n  1764,  1 5 6  
d w e l l i n g s  and  856 i n h a b i t a n t s ;  b y  1778,  200  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  
p a r i s h ,  was n e a r l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  p a r e n t  p a r i s h .  S a l e  o f  s h a r e  b y  
L a n c a s t e r  p r o p r i e t o r s  t o  o u t s i d e r s  b r o u g h t  o b j e c t i o n  f r o m  town  b u t  
was o v e r r i d d e n .  T h i s  b r o u g h t  s e t t l e r s  f r o m  Rowley  and Woburn. 
Church  members remove m i n i s t e r  f r o m  p u l p i t  i n  1 7 7 4  i n  a  d i s p u t e  
o v e r  m i n i s t e r i a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  n o t  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  h i s  p a r i s h ' s  
w i s h e s ;  s e p a r a t e  f o r  t e n  y e a r s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  u n t i l  171 1 ,  when a s s i g n e d  
t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  L a n c a s t e r .  I n  1701,  George Tahan to ,  a  Sho l  an 
d e s c e n d a n t  and p a r t  o f  t h e  Nipmuck r e m n a n t  a f t e r  K i n g  P h i l i p ' s  
War, s o l d  t o  a  g r o u p  f r o m  L a n c a s t e r .  These p r o p r i e t o r s  d i v i d e d  
t h e  l a n d  among t h e m s e l v e s  as  s u b s c r i b e r s ,  g r a n t i n g  4 0  a c r e s  p e r  
s h a r e ;  i t  was n o t  added t o  t h e  common l a n d s  o f  i t s  p a r e n t  town.  
F i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s e d  on t h e  h i l l s  w e s t  o f  t h e  town  c e n t e r ,  
1720.  M e e t i n g h o u s e ,  s t a b l e s ,  and s c h o o l  l o c a t e d  on t h r e e  a c r e s  i n  
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C e n t e r  i n  1742 ;  f i r s t  r e s i d e n c e  t h e r e  i n  1759-60 .  C o n t i n u a l  
a t t e m p t s  f o r  c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  p a r i s h  
( 1 7 4 2 )  t o  town i n c o r p o r a t i o n  (1781  ) r e s i s t e d  b y  L a n c a s t e r  due t o  
t h e  w e a l t h  o f  W o o n c h a u c k s e t t ' s  c i t i z e n s  and t h e  expand  o f  b r i d g e  
m a i n t e n a n c e ;  " C h o x e t t  w a r "  waged i n  town m e e t i n g s  b y  t h e  
"i r r e p r e s s i  b1  e "  Gamal i e l  Beamen. 

D. Economic Base:  

As p a r t  o f  t h e  town o f  L a n c a s t e r ,  s h a r e d  i t s  d o m i n a n t  r o l e  w i t h i n  
t h e  c o u n t y .  S t e r i n g  a r e a  more  a g r i c u l t u r a l  , however ,  c o n s i s t i n g  
p r i m a r i l y  o f  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  By p a r e n t  t o w n ' s  t e s t i m o n y ,  
r e s i d e n t s  h e r e  w e a l t h i e r ,  p r o b a b l y  due t o  c o n t i n u a n c e  o f  f a r m  
economy h e r e ,  w h i l e  commerce and i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  e a s t .  
M i l l s  l o c a t e d  a t  M o r r e ' s  C o r n e r ,  o n  Rocky  B rook  a t  Beaman Road, on 
Wekepeke B rook  n e a r  N o r t h  Row, and on  P r a t t ' s  Pond. M i d  c e n t u r y ,  
m i n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  Waushaccum Ponds.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : F i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  f i v e  f a m i l i e s  f r o m  
L a n c a s t e r  i n  1720;  b y  1764,  1 5 6  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  
" C h o c k s e t t "  s e c t i o n .  No h o u s e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  u n t i l  
ca .  1760.  T w o - s t o r y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n  i s  p r e d o m i n a n t  house  
f o r m .  Few d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  houses  r e c o r d e d .  A  " s c o r e "  o f  t w o - s t o r y  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  d w e l l i n g s  w i t h  l e a n - t o s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  s t i l l  
e x i s t i n g  i n  1889 ( H u r d ) .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 4 8  x  38  f e e t )  e r e c t e d  i n  
1742.  S c h o o l  house  b u i l  t 1 7 4 3  and town  o t h e r s  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  

Commerc ia l  : One t a v e r n  r e c o r d e d  f r o m  ca.  1720 ,  l i k e l y  more  and 
p o s s i b l y  a  s t o r e  b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Saw g r i s t  m i l l s  and t a n n e r y ;  b o o t  and shoe 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  1  i k e l y  l a t e  i n  p e r i o d .  

V I I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The c o l o n i a l  r o a d  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n s  i n  use,  w i t h  a  s e t  o f  m a i n  and 
s e c o n d a r y  r o u t e s  r a d i a t i n g  f r o m  S t e r l i n g  C e n t e r .  By t h e  1790s,  a t  
l e a s t  f i v e  h i g h w a y s  c r o s s  t o w n :  and e a s t / w e s t  r o u t e  f r o m  
P r i n c e t o n  and b e y o n d  t o  L a n c a s t e r  and B o s t o n  ( P r i n c e t o n  Road, 
R e d s t o n e  H i l l  R o a d ) ;  a  n o r t h / s o u t h  h i g h w a y  f r o m  L e o m i n s t e r  
( M e e t i n g h o u s e  H i l l  Road, L e g a t e  H i l l  Road) t o  West B o y l s t o n  t o  
L a n c a s t e r  ( F i t c h  Pond Road) ;  a  r o a d  f r o m  West m i n i s t e r  and 
n o r t h w e s t  c o u n t y  t o  West B o y l  s t o n ,  B o y l  s t o n ,  and  N o r t h b o r o u h  
( R e d e m p t i o n  Rock T r a i l ) ;  and  a  s e c o n d  r o a d  f o r m  W e s t m i n s t e r  t h a t  
b r a n c h e s  t o  S t e r l  i n g  C e n t e r  ( J u s t i c e  H i l l  Road, Row ley  H i l l  Road, 
K i l b o u r n e  Road) ,  o r  S o u t h  L a n c a s t e r  ( N o r t h  Row Road, F l a n a g a n  H i l l  
Road) .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  p a r t  o f  L a n c a s t e r  t o  1781 .  P o p u l a t i o n  1,428 i n  1790,  
i n c r e a s e s  t o  1,614 i n  1800.  D e c r e a s e  i n  1 8 1 0  ( 1  ,492 )  a f t e r  31 
f a m i l i e s  l o s t  i n  f o r m a t i o n  o f  West B o y l s t o n  i n  1808 .  I n c r e a s e  t o  
1 8 3 0  ( 1 , 7 9 4 ) .  P e r i o d  o f  g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  1 8 1 0 - 1 8 2 0  ( + 2 3 8 ) .  
D y s e n t e r y  e p i d e m i c  i n  1796;  e i g h t  c h i 1  d r e n  d i e .  Whi t n e y  ( 1  793 )  
r e f e r s  t o  S t e r l i n g  as  a  " l a r g e ,  p r o s p e r o u s ,  and wea l  t h y  town . "  
Second m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  1799.  Town house  ( f i r s t  i n  c o u n t y ? )  
b u i l t  1802-3 .  B a p t i s t s  a c t i v e  i n  t own  a f t e r  1819.  P o o r f a r m  
p u r c h a s e d  i n  1822.  S t e r l  i n g  M u t u a l  I m p r o v e m e n t  S o c i e t y  ( 1  a t e r  
S t e r l i n g  Luceum) fo rmed  i n  1822.  W i n t e r  f u e l  f u n d  f o r  f e m a l e s  o f  
1  i m i  t e d  means e s t a b l i s h e d ,  1825.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

W h i t n e y  ( 1 7 9 3 )  n o t e s  a  " l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t r a d e s m e n  and 
m e c h a n i c s "  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e .  Second m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  
1799,  on s i t e  o f  f i r s t  house.  Town house  b u i l t  1802 -3 .  
S e t t l e m e n t  s t i l l  p r i m a r i l y  d i s p e r s e d ,  w i t h  a  dozen d w e l l i n g s  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  b y  1830.  Up1 and a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  m o s t  i n t e n s e  
i n  Rowley  H i l l  and R e s t o n e  H i l l / K e n d a l l  H i l l  a r e a s .  

D. Economic  Base:  

Though a g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  S t e r l i n g ' s  economy as  i t  
e n t e r e d  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t s  r i c h  f o r e s t s  p r o v i d e d  a l m o s t  
u n l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  number o f  c h a i r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
who l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town.  By 1820,  23  c h a i r  makers  p r o d u c e d  more  
t h a n  68,000 c h a i r s .  Seven s a w m i l l s  i n  1 8 3 0  p r o v i d e d  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  
t h e s e  and o t h e r  w o o d w o r k i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  such  as t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
c u r v e d  s c y t h e  s n a t h e s ,  i m p r o v e d  and p a t e n t e d  b y  S i l a s  Lamson o f  
S t e r l i n g ,  and a  w indow b l i n d  maker .  A h a t  maker  p r o d u c e d  15,000 
h a t s  p e r  y e a r  w o r t h  $30,000.  

T h r e e  pa lm-1  e a f  h a t  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  empl o y i n g  7 0  women, t w o  shoe 
shops,  a  w h e e l w r i g h t ,  and a  t a n n e r  and c u r r i e r  j o i n e d  t h e  f i f t e e n  
c h a i r  makers  s t i l l  w o r k i n g  i n  1832.  An e a r t h e n w a r e  p o t t e r y  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  West S t e r l i n g  i n  1 8 2 0  on t h e  s i t e  o f  an e a r l i e r  
b r i c k  p i t ,  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  t h e  p o t t e r y .  Two b r i c k m a k e r s  
w o r k e d  t h i s  and  a n o t h e r  y a r d  i n  t h e  town.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  C e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p r e v a i l s  as  m o s t  p o p u l a r  house  f o r m  
w i  t h  s e v e r a l  o n e - s t o r y  e x a m p l e s  r e c o r d e d  and one t w o - s t o r y  , 
f o u r - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n .  The d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  f o r m  i s  more 
v i s i b l e ,  m o s t l y  a l l  o f  f i v e  b a y s ;  one f o u r - b a y  r e c o r d e d  and t w o  
b r i c k  d o u b l e  p i l e  p l a n s  w i t h  f r a m e  g a b l e  ends a t  t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l .  
A t  l e a s t  f o u r  end c h i m n e y  houses  a r e  known. I n  1790,  t o w n  h a d  209 
d w e l l i n g s ,  and b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  w e r e  256. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Second m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  7 9 9 )  : T i m o t h y  H i 1  d r e d ,  
c a r p e n t e r .  Town house  ( 1 8 0 1 )  i n d i c a t e s  e a r l y  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c i v i c  
and r e 1  i g i o u s  a f f a i r s .  E i g h t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  
1 7 9 9  and new b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  i n  each  d i s t r i c t .  U n i v e r s a l  i s t s  
b e g i n  m e e t i n g  i n  1830 .  
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Commerc ia l  : T h r e e  t a v e r n s  and f i v e  s t o r e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d  f o r  t h e  
p e r i o d .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Two s i g n i f i c a n t  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i e s :  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  
c h a i r s  ( t e n  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s )  and p r o d u c t i o n  o f  p a l m - l e a f  h a t s  ( R i c e  
and  BLood Har  shop o c c u p i e d  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  n i n e - b a y  g a b l e d  
b u i l d i n g ) .  T y p i c a l  a r r a y  o f  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s ,  t w o  s h i n g l e ,  a n d  
a  b r i c k  m i l l  and a  t a n n e r y .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The l o c a l  r o a d  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n s  i n  use.  By 1870,  t h r e e  r a i l r o a d  
l i n e s  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e :  t h e  F i t c h b u r g  and W o r c e s t e r  ( 1 8 4 5 )  t h r o u g h  
S t e r l i n g  J u n c t i o n ,  S t e r l i n g  C e n t e r ,  and P r a t t s  J u n c t i o n ;  t h e  
W o r c e s t e r  and  Nashua ( 1 8 4 8 )  t h r o u g h  S t e r l i n g  J u n c t i o n  and t h e  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  town;  t h e  B o s t o n  C l i n t o n ,  and F i  t c h b u r g  
( 1 8 6 6 )  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  town a n d  P r a t t s  J u n c t i o n .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  d e c r e a s e s  s l i g h t l y  1830-1840 ,  t h e n  i n c r e a s e s  t o  a  
p e r i o d  peak i n  1 8 6 0  ( 1 8 8 1 ) .  P o p u l a t i o n  t h e n  d r o p s  t o  1 8 6 5  ( 1  ,668 )  
and  r e m a i n s  s t a b l e  t o  1 8 7 0  ( 1 , 6 7 0 ) .  F o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  7% i n  
1865.  Second t o w n  h a l l  b u i l t  1835.  Some d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  
r e 1  i g i o u s  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  U n i v e r s a l  i s t s  o r g a n i z e  1836 ,  b u i l  d  c h u r c h  
1837,  mee t  u n t i l  1853.  B a p t i s t  and O r t h o d o x  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  
o r g a n i z e d  e v a n g e l i c a l  p r e a c h i n g  i n  1836.  B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  
o r g a n i z e s  1837,  c h u r c h  b u i l  t 1843.  T h i r d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  1842,  a f t e r  f i r e  d e s t r o y s  s e c o n d  house.  F i r s t  
E v a n g e l  i c a l  S o c i e t y  o r g a n i z e s  1851,  b u y s  U n i v e r s a l  i s t  Church  i n  
1852.  M e t h o d i s t  Campground e s t a b l  i s h e d  1852.  F a r m e r s  C l  ub 
o r g a n i z e d  1857.  Lyceum a c t i v e  t h r o u g h  1860s .  

C.  S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n s :  

C o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  i n  S t e r l  i n g  C e n t e r ,  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  a f t e r  r a i l  r o a d  
c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1845.  A  number o f  s e c o n d a r y  
c e n t e r s  a l s o  emerge d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The c e n t e r  c o n t i n u e s  as 
t h e  c i v i c  f o c u s ,  w i t h  s e c o n d  t o w n  h a l l  ( 1 8 3 5 ) ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  8 3 7 ) ,  t h i r d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1  8 4 3 ) .  
M a i n  S t r e e t  r e m a i n s  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s .  S m a l l  shops and  
f a c t o r i e s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t e r  b y  1870 .  By t h i s  
t i m e ,  t h e  m i x e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  /li g h t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a r e a  has  s p r e a d  
s o u t h w e s t  on W o r c e s t e r  Road and  t h r e e  b l o c k s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  Ma in  
S t r e e t  a l o n g  P i n e ,  S c h o o l  and B i r d  S t r e e t s .  Two s m a l l  h i g h - i n c o m e  
c o r r i d o r s  emerge on M a p l e  S t r e e t  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s ,  
and  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  ( P r i n c e t o n  S t r e e t )  w e s t  o f  t h e  c i v i c  c e n t e r .  

West S t e r l i n g  d e v e l o p s  as a  s e c o n d a r y  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r  w i t h  
t h e  d e v e l  opment  o f  Snow a n d  C o o l i d g e  p o t t e r y  w o r k s  ca .  1 8 5 0  ( ? ) .  
Numerous o t h e r  s m a l l  s h o p / m i l l  ham1 e t s  g rew a r o u n d  s m a l l  w a t e r  
power  s i t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t own ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  a t  P r a t t s  J u n c t i o n .  
S t e r l  i n g  M e t h o d i s t  Camp M e e t i n g  Grounds  e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  1852, s o u t h  
o f  West Waushaccum Pond, f i r s t  w i t h  t e n t s ,  l a t e r  w i t h  summer 
c o t t a g e s .  
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D. Economic  Base:  

Woodwork ing  and 1  u m b e r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  S t e r l  i n g ' s  
i n d u s t r y ,  p r o v i d i n g  more  t h a n  60% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
v a l u e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  From a  h i g h  o f  3 4  c h a i r  and 
c a b i n e t m a k e r s  i n  1845,  e m p l o y i n g  8 4  men and b o y s ,  t h e  number 
d e c r e a s e d  t o  4, e m p l o y i n g  22, i n  1865.  More t h a n  one m i l l  i o n  
b o a r d  f e e t  o f  l u m b e r  and o v e r  400,000 s t a v e s ,  l a t h e s ,  s h i n g l e s ,  
and  c l a p b o a r d s  were  c u t  i n  t h e  e i g h t  s a w m i l l s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  1865;  
1,525 c o r d s  o f  f i r e w o o d  w e r e  c u t  t h a t  y e a r  a l s o .  

B r i c k m a k i n g  and t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  s t o n e  and e a r t h e n w a r e  p o t t e r y  
c o n t i n u e d  i n  West S t e r l  i n g .  A t  t h e  W a c h u s e t t  P o t t e r y  u t i l i t a r i a n  
w a r e s  s u c h  as c r o c k s ,  l a r d  p o t s ,  j a r s ,  m i l k  b o w l s ,  p i t c h e r s .  and 
bean p o t s  w e r e  made a l o n g  w i t h  f a n c y  p r e s s e d  w a r e  w i t h  
"Rock ingham"  g l a z e .  Pa lm l e a f  h a t  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  empl o y i n g  225 
women i n  1845  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  o f  112,400 h a t s ,  p r o v i d e d  l a b o r  
t o  400 women i n  1855 b e f o r e  c e a s i n g  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 s .  I n  1855,  t e n  
m i l l i o n  n e e d l e s  w e r e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a t  a  n e e d l e  f a c t o r y  i n  S t e r l i n g  
C e n t e r .  

The l e a t h e r  i n d u s t r y  was a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  S t e r l i n g ,  t i e d  c l o s e l y  
t o  t h e  l a r g e  numbers  o f  c a t t l e  and s w i n e  on t h e  t o w n ' s  f a r m s .  A  
t a n n e r y  and  c u r r y i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w e r e  s u s t a i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
p e r i o d .  H a r n e s s  m a k i n g  and  shoe m a n u f a c t u r e  w e r e  p r e s e n t  i n  
s e v e r a l  s m a l l  shops .  

The m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b o y ' s  and g i r l ' s  c l o t h i n g  was begun  i n  t h e  
1850s  b y  E b e n e z e r  B u t t e r i c k .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  c l o t h i n g  h e  s o l d  
p a p e r  p a t t e r n s  f o r  t h e  c l o t h i e r s .  T h i s  was t h e  o r i g i n  o f  a  l a r g e  
p a t t e r n  b u s i n e s s  s t i l l  known b y  t h e  name B u t t e r i c k  P a t t e r n s .  

By 1865,  S t e r l  i n g ' s  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  were  v a l  ued  a t  n e a r l y  
t w i c e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  i t s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  B u t t e r  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
i n i t i a l l y  e n c o u r a g e d  b y  m a r k e t m e n t  who began t o  make w e e k l y  wagon 
t r i p s  t o  B o s t o n  b y  1820,  r e a c h e d  75,000 I b s .  i n  1845  b e f o r e  i t  was 
c u t  i n  ha1 f w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l  r o a d  and t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m i l k  s a l e s  t o  B o s t o n .  I n  1865,  83,812 g a l l o n s  o f  
m i l k  were  s o l d  and t h e  number o f  m i l k  cows i n c r e a s e d  t o  841.  The 
r a i l i n g  o f  much hay  and g r a i n s  s u p p o r t e d  l a r g e  numbers  o f  c a t t l e ,  
sheep,  and  s w i n e .  184,758 l b s .  o f  b e e f ,  83,,000 I b s .  o f  p o r k  and 
34,000 I b s .  o f  v e a l  w e r e  d r e s s e d  i n  1865.  A p p l e  o r c h a r d s  numbered 
18,000 t r e e s  i n  1855 and  s m a l l  c r o p s  o f  hops  and t o b a c c o  w e r e  
c u l t i v a t e d  i n  t h e  1860s .  A F a r m e r ' s  C l u b  was begun i n  1857 and  
h e l d  i t s  f i r s t  c a t t l e  show i n  1859.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  M a j o r  house  t y p e  r e c o r d e d  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n ,  i n  t h e  g r e a t e r  number o f  t w o - s t o r y  examp les ,  
and  a l l  b e i n g  t h r e e  b a y s .  O f  n o t e  i s  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  ( 1 8 4 2 )  w i t h  o n e - s t o r y  D o r i c  p o r t i c o  and c o r n e r  
p i l a s t e r s  b u i l t  b y  J o h n  S p r i n g e r ,  l o c a l  c a r p e n t e r .  One t w o - s t o r y  
g a b l e  end c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n  i s  r e c o r d e d  as i s  one b r i c k  d o u b l e  
c h i m n e y  G e o r g i a n  p l a n ,  and  a  o n e - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y  d o u b l e  ch imney  
G o t h i c  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  g a b l e  and b a r g e  b o a r d  ( 1 8 4 7 - 4 9 ) .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Second t o w n  h a l l  i s  e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 3 5 ) :  t w o - s t o r y  
t h r e e - b a y  Greek t emp le  f r o n t  by John  S p r i n g e r .  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
mee t inghouse  ( 1 8 3 7 ) :  Greek t emp le  from ( ? )  ; B a p t i s t  Meet ings  he1 d 
( 1 8 3 7 )  and b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  1843;  E v a n g e l i c a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
S o c i e t y  formed i n  1851 and p u r c h a s e d  1837 mee t inghouse  from 
d i s b a n d e d  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  ( 1 8 5 3 ) .  By end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e r e  a r e  
e l  even s choo l  d i s t r i c t s .  

Commercial:  R a i l r o a d s  come t o  S t e r l i n g :  Worces t e r  and Nashua 
(1  8 4 8 ) ,  Fi t c h b u r g  and W o r c e s t e r  (1  8 5 0 ) - a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Line 
( 1 8 6 6 ) .  

By t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  i s  usua l  a s s o r t m e n t  of  g r o c e r i e s ,  
d ry  goods ,  e t c ,  and a  h o t e l .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Major l o c a l  i n d u s t r i e s  remain c h a i r  ( P r a t t s  J u n c t i o n )  
and h a t  (Blood  and R i c e )  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  w i t h  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 
t h e  Wachuse t t  P o t t e r y  i n  West S t e r l i n g  i n  1837 ( n o  b u i l d i n g s  
e x i s t )  which produced e a r t h e n w a r e  i n  i t s  e a r l y  y e a r s  and expanded 
i n t o  f l  o w e r p o t s .  Apple growing w i t h  s u b s e q u e n t  c i d e r  m i l l  s and 
c o o p e r i n g .  

IX. L A T E  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 870-1 91 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s :  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  road  and r a i l  network c o n t i n u e s  i n  u se .  In  1906 ,  
s e r v i c e  i s  opened on t he  n o r t h - s o u t h  Worces t e r  and S t e r l i n g  S t r e e t  
Rai lway t o  F i t c h b u r g  ( e s s e n t i a l l y  a l o n g  p r e s e n t  Route 1 2 ,  wes t  of  
S t e r l i n g  and t h r o u g h  S t e r l i n g  Cen te r ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

D e c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  from 1870 ( 1 , 6 7 0 )  t o  a  p e r i o d  low i n  1895 
( 1 , 2 1 8 ) .  I r r e g u l a r  i n c r e a s e  t o  1915  (1 , 4 0 3 ) .  85  I r i s h ,  28 
C a n a d i a n s ,  7  E n g l i s h  p r e s e n t  i n  1875.  72 I r i s h ,  34 Nova S c o t i a n s ,  
1 3  E n g l i s h ,  12  F rench  C a n a d i a n s ,  9  E n g l i s h  Canadians  p r e s e n t  i n  
1885.  97 I r i s h ,  71 Nova S c o t i a n s ,  53  E n g l i s h ,  37  French  
Canad ians ,  31 E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s ,  29 New Brunswicke r s ,  25 Danes, 22 
Swedes,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  g roups  p r e s e n t  i n  1905 .  Roman C a t h o l i c  
p o p u l a t i o n  31 f a m i l i e s  i n  1886.  S p i r i t u a l i s t  group i n  1880s .  
Fou r -yea r  high school  e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  1883.  L i b r a r y  b u i l  t 1885 .  
Grange e s t a b l  i s h e d  1874 .  Twenty-si  x room a lmshouse  b u i l t  i n  1877 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

L i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x p a n s i o n  anywhere i n  town,  though  some 
i n f i l l i n g  o c c u r s  i n  S t e r l i n g  C e n t e r .  

C i v i c  changes  and a d d i t i o n s  o c c u r  i n  C e n t e r  i n  1 8 8 0 s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
h igh  s choo l  ( 1 8 8 3 ) ,  1  i b r a r y  (18851 ,  r e m o d e l l i n g  of  t h i r d  
mee t inghouse  ( 1 8 8 6 ) .  G . A . R .  and Grange H a l l s  i n  u se  by 1890s .  
Also by 1 8 9 0 s ,  c o t t a g e s ,  and h a l l s  owned by c h u r c h e s  i n  s e v e r a l  
Worces t e r  County communi t i e s .  Fi r e  d e s t r o y s  f i  f t y  campground 
b u i l d i n g s ,  191 4. Waushaccum Park r e c r e a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  e s t a b l  i s h e d  
on E a s t  Pond i n  1879.  Worces t e r  B o y ' s  Club camp e s t a b l i s h e d  on 
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West Pond, 1889.  S t e r l  i n g  a v o i d s  m a j o r  s e t t l e m e n t  d i s r u p t i o n  b y  
W a c h u s e t t  R e s e r v o i r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( c a  1895-1  9 0 5 ) .  E a r t h  d i k e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  as  p a r t  o f  r e s e r v o i r  s y s t e m  i n  s o u t h e a s t .  

D. Economic  Base:  

A g r i c u l t u r e  and w o o d w o r k i n g  r e m a i n e d  t h e  b a s i s  o f  S t e r l i n g ' s  
economy. C h a i r s ,  1  umber,  axe  h a l v e s ,  r e f r i g e r a t o r s ,  b a s k e t s ,  
c a r t s ,  and c a r p e n t r y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  t o t a l  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  

The p r o d u c t i o n  o f  e a r t h e n w a r e  p o t t e r y  p r o s p e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1870s ,  
a s  20 hands were  emp loyed .  A r t  w a r e s  such  as  r u s t i c  g a r d e n  s e a t s ,  
v a s e s  and w indow b o x e s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  f o r  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  
1870s ,  b u t  p r o v e d  t o o  e x p e n s i v e  t o  make. I n  1887,  an emery  whee l  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was added and  soon r e p l a c e d  p o t t e r y - m a k i n g .  A f t e r  
i t s  r e m o v a l  t o  Oh io  i n  1892,  f a n c y  g l a z e d  and a n t i q u e  p o t t e r y  was 
p r o d u c e d  f o r  a  few y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  p o t t e r y  was p e r m a n e n t l y  c l o s e d  
i n  1 8 9 6  and t h e  b u i l d i n g s  r a z e d .  

P i s t o l s  w e r e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  f o r  a  s h o r t  w h i l e  i n  S t e r l i n g  C e n t e r  
d u r i n g  t h e  1870s .  However,  b y  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  o n l y  
s e v e r a l  c h a i r  m a k e r s ,  h a r n e s s  m a k e r s ,  i c e  houses  and g r i s t m i l l s  
r e m a i  ned . 
By 1889 ,  m i l k  was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f a r m  p r o d u c t ,  v a l u e d  a t  $100,000 
a n n u a l l y .  R e g u l a r  d a i l y  s h i p m e n t s  t o  B o s t o n  began i n  1 8 8 6  a n d  
m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  r e a c h e d  a  peak i n  1912  a t  15 ,000 q u a r t s  p e r  day. 

The f i r s t  Macintosh a p p l e  t r e e s  w e r e  p l a n t e d  i n  1899,  and o v e r  t h e  
n e x t  t w o  decades m o s t  o f  t h e  l a r g e  o r c h a r d s  were  p l a n t e d  w i t h  t h i s  
v a r i e t y  o f  a p p l e .  A l a r g e - s c a l e  c i d e r  m i l l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1 9 1 5  b y  t h e  H i l d r i c k  C o r p o r a t i o n .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : One C o l o n i a l  r e v i v a l  house .  L i t t l e  a p p a r e n t  
d e v e l  opment  . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : T w o - s t o r y  f r a m e  a l m s h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  1877.  
T w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  1  i b r a r y  ( 1  8 8 5 ) .  Town ha1 1  
e n l a r g e d  i n  1893.  F e d e r a t e d  C h u r c h  f o r m e d  f r o m  U n i o n  o f  B a p t i s t s  
and  E v a n g e l i c a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  i s t s  ( 1 9 1  4 )  u s i n g  E v a n g e l i c a l  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  b u i l  d i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : P r i m a r i l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  town w i t h  m a j o r  i n d u s t r y  
b e i n g  d a i r y i n g .  W a c h u s e t t s  P o t t e r y  becomes S t e r l i n g  Emery Wheel 
Company ( 1 8 8 0 s )  a n d  s o l d  o u t  o f  s t a t e  s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1 9 4 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S t r e e t c a r  l i n e  abandoned  b y  1920s  and l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  i m p r o v e d  as  
a u t o m o b i l e  h i g h w a y s .  By 1 9 2 5  R o u t e  1 2  i s  i n  use  as n o r t h / s o u t h  
h i g h w a y  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  t o  F i  t c h b u r g ,  and h i g h w a y  r u n s  f r o m  
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S t e r l i n g  C e n t e r  t o  C l  i n t o n  ( R o u t e  6 2 ) .  By t h e  m i d  1 9 3 0 s ,  Rou te  6 2  
i s  e x t e n d e d  w e s t  t o  P r i n c e t o n ,  and t h e  Oakda le -Wes t  
S t e r l  i n g - W e s t m i  n s t e r  Road i s  i m p r o v e d  ( R e d e m p t i o n  Rock T r a i l  -Rou te  
64-1  a t e r  R o u t e s  1 4 0 ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  i r r e g u l a r l y  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  f r o m  191 5  ( 1  ,403)  
t o  1 9 4 0  ( 1 , 6 1 3 ) ,  w i t h  a  p e r i o d  l o w  i n  1 9 2 0  (1 ,305 ) .  

C. S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n s :  

No m a j o r  changes  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic  Base: 

D a i r y i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  and became t h e  l e a d i n g  e c o n o m i c  
a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  town.  By 1930,  1 2 6  d a i r y  f a r m s  p r o d u c e d  m i l k  
w o r t h  $200,000 and  s u p p l i e d  B r o o k l i n e ,  B o s t o n ,  B r o c k t o n ,  Norwood, 
L e o m i n s t e r ,  C l i n t o n  and W o r c e s t e r ;  t h e  l a t t e r  had  become t h e  m a i n  
m a r k e t ,  s e r v i c e d  b y  t r u c k  d e l i v e r y .  P o u l t r y  r a i s i n g  and  a p p l e  
o r c h a r d s  a l s o  expanded.  I n  1930 ,  9  l a r g e  p o u l t r y  f a r m s  s o l d  o v e r  
500 dozen  eggs p e r  week. N e a r l y  30,000 a p p l e  t r e e s  had  been 
p l a n t e d  b y  1930,  y i e l d i n g  more  t h a n  75,000 b u s h e l s  o f  a p p l e s  w o r t h  
$100,000.  

The 1  umber i n d u s t r y  a1 s o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h o l d  an i m p o r t a n t  p o s i t i o n  
as s e v e r a l  l u m b e r  c o m p a n i e s  b o u g h t  l a r g e  t r a c t s  o f  wood land ,  s e t  
up  p o r t a b l e  s team o r  g a s - p o w e r e d  s a w m i l l s ,  and t h e n  r e s o l d  t h e  
l a n d  a f t e r  h a r v e s t i n g  t h e  t i m b e r .  
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