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MHC TOWN RECONNAIS.SANCE SURVEY R,EPORT 

TOWN: S h r e w s b u r y  DATE: F e b r u a r y  1983  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

S h r e w s b u r y  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  w e s t e r n  edge o f  t h e  l o w l a n d s  p l a t e a u  
w h i c h  f o r m s  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  W o r c e s t e r  Coun ty .  E l e v a t i o n s  
r a n g e  f o r m  n e a r l y  400 f e e t  above  sea l e v e l  a t  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d ,  a  
f o u r  m i l e  l o n g  bow-shaped l a k e  w h i c h  f o r m s  t h e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  
t h e  c i t y  o f  W o r c e s t e r  and S h r e w s b u r y ,  t o  755 f e e t  o n  Pawson H i l l  
i n  t h e  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  T h i s  r a n g e  o f  h i g h l a n d  
e x t e n d s  s o u t h w a r d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m i d d l e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n  f r o m  
Rawson H i l l ,  d e s c e n d i n g  on t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t o w n  t o  t h e  A s s a b e t  
R i v e r  i n  N o r t h b o r o u g h  and Wes tho rough .  

The g l a c i a l l y - f o r m e d  s u r f a c e  i s  uneven  and h i l l y ,  c u t  b y  a  number 
o f  m i n o r  s t r e a m s  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  w a t e r  power  s i t e s .  
S o i l s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  sandy l oams ,  c o n t a i n i n g  v a r i e d  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  
g r a v e l  and s t o n e s ,  i n  some c a s e s  i n h i b i t i n g  c u l t i v a t i o n  b u t  
we1 1 - s u i  t e d  f o r  p a s t u r a g e ,  d a i r y i n g ,  and o r c h a r d i n g .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

E s t a b l i s h e d  as  a  t o w n  i n  1727.  Numerous l e t h  c e n t u r y  b o u n d a r y  
changes  w i t h  L a n c a s t e r ,  G r a f t o n ,  Wes tbo rough .  P a r t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
B o y l s t o n  i n  1786.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A s u b u r b a n ,  c e n t r a l  u p l a n d  commun i t y ,  on  an h i s t o r i c  e a s t - w e s t  
c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  n a t i v e  s i t e s  a t  Newton Pond, J o r d a n  Pond 
and L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d .  P e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  a f t e r  1717,  w i t h  
f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  1721.  D i s p e r s e d  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w i t h  much o f  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  c e n t r a l  
v i l l a g e  i n t a c t .  E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  
t a n n i n g ,  b o o t  and shoe p r o d u c t i o n ,  and l i g h t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  b u t  
l a c k  o f  m a j o r  w a t e r p o w e r  s i t e s  and r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  p r e v e n t s  
f u r t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  O r c h a r d  p r o d u c t i o n ,  d a i r y i n g  and 
m a r k e t  g a r d e n i n g  r e m a i n  m a j o r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y .  S i g n i f i c a n t  s t r e e t c a r  and e a r l y  a u t o m o b i l e  s u b u r b a n  
d e v e l o p m e ~ t  f r o m  W o r c e s t e r  i n  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  C o n t i n u e d  
i n t e n s i v e  p o s t - w a r  s u b u r b a n  e x p a n s i o n  w i t h  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r i p  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o n  R o u t e  9. C o n t i n u e d  d e v e l o p m e n t  1  i k e l y  g i v e n  t o w n ' s  
l o c a t i o n  a t  edge o f  r e g i o n a l  i n d u s t r i a l  g r o w t h  c o r e  and on  1 -290  
c o r r i d o r .  I n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  t h r e a t e n s  l a s t  
r e m a i n i n g  l a r g e  s c a l e  d a i r y  l a n d s c a p e s .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

P r i m a r y  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  P a t h  f o l l o w i n g  M a i n  
S t r e e t .  C o n j e c t u r e d  s o u t h e r n  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o l l o w i n g  S o u t h  S t r e e t  
t o  s i t e s  on  W e s t b o r o u g h  b o r d e r ,  and n o r t h / s o u t h  r o u t e  f o l l o w i n g  
G r a f t o n  Road and B i g  Bummet B r o o k .  



B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

E x t e n s i o n  o f  C h a r l e s t o w n  Meadow s i t e  i n  a d j a c e n t  Wes tbo rough  i n  
s o u t h - e a s t  c o r n e r ;  r e p o r t e d  camps a l o n g  B i g  Bummet; o t h e r  s i t e s  
p r o b a b l y  l o c a t e d  on  k n o l l s  o v e r l o o k i n g  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  and o t h e r  
ponds i n  t h e  e a s t .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  Base:  

S e a s o n a l  f i s h i n g  on  ponds  and b r o o k s ,  h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g ,  as 
w e l l  a s  a g r i c u l t u r e  on  a d j a c e n t  a r e a s .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h i s  a r e a  b u t  r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  s u g g e s t  
N ipmucks  i n  l o w  d e n s i t y  e x p l o i t i n g  f r e s h w a t e r  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h  more  
p e r m a n e n t  camps t o  t h e  e a s t  and w e s t .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1  6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Same as  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  

P o p u l a t i o n :  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i m i n s h e d  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  o f  n e a r b y  p r a y i n g  
t o w n s .  P e r s i s t e n t  r a i d s  o n  n e a r b y  L a n c a s t e r  c u r t a i l e d  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  w e s t  and s o u t h .  G r a n t s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  f r o m  t h e  
G e n e r a l  C o u r t  t o  l a n d  i n  t h i s  v i c i n i t y :  t h e  l a r g e s t ,  known as  
Haynes Farm, c o n s i s t e d  o f  3200  a c r e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  M a i n  
S t r e e t  ( 1 6 6 4 ) ;  s m a l l e r  g r a n t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  B o y l s t o n ,  l a y  t o  t h e  
n o r t h :  M a l d e n  ( 1 6 6 2 ) ,  Rawson ( 1 6 8 6 1 ,  and S e w a l l  ( . No 
s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h o s e  g r a n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u e d  s e a s o n a l  u s e  b y  N a t i v e  P o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  no e v i d e n c e  o f  
c o l o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n .  

D .  Economic  Base:  

Same as  d u r i n g  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

L o c a t i o n  o f  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n d i c a t e s  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  o f  n a t i v e  
p a t h s ,  e l a b o r a t e d  t o  r e a c h  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s  and n e i g h h o r i n o  
s e t t l e m e n t s :  n o r t h - s o u t h  i n c l u d e  W a l n u t  S t r e e t ,  
P r o s p e c t - R e s e r v o i  r S t r e e t s ,  Boy1 s t o n  C i r c l e ,  a n d  G u l l  S t r e e t .  
C o n n e c t i c u t  P a t h  r o u t e  changed  f o r m  n o r t h  t o  s o u t h  o f  L a k e  
Q u i n s i g a m o n d  f r o m  1 6 8 3  t o  1726 .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

T h i r t y  s u b s c r i b e r s  p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  171 7; f o r t y - f i v e  
h o u s e l o t s  a s s i g n e d  a t  same t i m e ,  b u t  n o t  a l l  s e t t l e d .  P r i m a r i l y  
s e t t l e d  f r o m  S u d b u r y  and M a r l b o r o u g h .  F i r s t  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e r  
Gerhom W h e e l e r  ( 1 7 2 0 )  o n  B o y l s t o n  n e a r  H i l l  S t r e e t .  Church  
g a t h e r e d  b y  1 6  men, n i n e  women i n  1723.  By 1765 p o p u l a t i o n  o f  
1401,  i n c l u d e s  B o y l s t o n  and most  o f  West B o y l s t o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

M u l t i p l e  owners  o f  t h e  Haynes Farm p e t i t i o n  f o r  t o w n s h i p  s t a t u s ,  
and e a r l i e r  s e t t l e r s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  on  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  M a i n  
S t r e e t .  D i v i s i o n  o f  house1 o t s  i n  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  o f  50 -70  
a c r e s ,  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  meadowlands and f o u r  s u b s e q u e n t  d i v i s i o n s .  
M u n i c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e s  c l u s t e r  on  M a i n  r o u t e  s o u t h  o f  g e o g r a p h i c  
c e n t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e e t i n g h o u s e  (1722 ,  1 7 6 6 ) ,  s c h o o l  ( c a .  1 7 2 8 ) ,  
b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  ( 1 7 3 0 ) ,  pound ( 1 7 4 6 )  and p a r s o n a g e .  By 1743 
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h  r e q u i r e s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  2nd p r e c i n c t  
(Boy1  s t o n ) .  

D. Economic  Base :  

P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  w i t , h  a p p l e s  and o t h e r  o r c h a r d  p r o d u c t s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t a b l e .  T a v e r n s  l o c a t e d  on  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  i n  c e n t e r  
and t o  t h e  e a s t ,  as w e l l  a s  on  W a l n u t  S t r e e t ,  b y  m i d - c e n t u r y .  
G r o w i n g  p o v e r t y  d u r i n g  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  expenses  o f  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d e d  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  t h a t  o f  Gersham 
Wheelock i n  c a .  1716 /1717 ;  h i s  o n e - s t o r y ,  f o u r - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  
house  s u r v i v e s  and i s  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  on  t h e  w e s t  
s i d e  o f  t h e  ( ? ) R o a d .  A s i d e  f r o m  t h i s ,  no o t h e r  d w e l l i n g s  a p p e a r  
t o  s u r v i v e  f rom t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  The 
p r e d o m i n a n t  house  f o r m  i s  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  
p l a n  w i t h  t h e  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  f o r m  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  
t h e  c e n t u r y .  One e x c e p t i o n ,  however ,  i s  t h e  b r i c k  t w o - s t o r y ,  
f i v e - b a y  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  w i t h  a  h i p - o n - h i p  r o o f  d w e l l i n g  b u i l t  i n  
1756 b y  N a t h a n i e l  A l l e n  o f  B o s t o n .  The h o u s e  ( d e m o l i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 2 )  
r e v e a l e d  A l l e n ' s  a w a r e n e s s  o f  f a s h i o n a b l e  B o s t o n  d e s i g n s  i n  i t s  
use  o f  a  c e n t e r  passage ,  d o r m e r  w indows,  and a  b r o k e n  a r c h  
p e d i m e n t  o v e r  t h e  c e n t r a l  e n t r a n c e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : F i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i s  b u i l t  i n  1721 on common. By 
1728,  a  s c h a o l h o u s e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r ,  and ca .  1742 
s c h o o l  s q u a d r o n s  a r e  f o r m e d .  I n  1766,  D a n i e l  Hemenway c o n s t r u c t s  
t h e  second  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  5 5 '  x 4 3 ' .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  By 1750,  t w o  s t o r e s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r ,  
and  f o u r  t a v e r n s  a r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  1725,  
Nahum Ward b u i l d s  o n  M a i n  S t r e e t  e a s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  and w e s t  
o f  W a l n u t  S t r e e t  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  t a v e r n  
w i t h  p e d i m e n t e d  e n t r a n c e s  ( l a t e r  known a s  B l a d w i n  T a v e r n ;  
demo1 i s h e d ) .  F a r r a r ' s  T a v e r n  ( i n  1799 i t  became P e a s e ' s  T a v e r n )  
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i s  a  s i m i l a r  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n  b u i l t  i n  1751 a n d  
l o c a t e d  a t  M a i n  and W a l n u t ,  e a s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  on  t h e  r o a d  t o  
W e s t b o r o u g h  ( W a l n u t  S t r e e t ) .  Gushing's T a v e r n  ( H a v e n ' s  T a v e r n  i n  
1 8 0 8 )  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  b y  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  and i s  
r e c o r d e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  t a v e r n  i n  t own :  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  
t e n - b a y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s i x - b a y  r e c e s s e d  w i n g  and t h r e e  
p e d i m e n t e d  e n t r a n c e s  l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  Ward /Ba l  d w i n  b u i l d i n g  o f  
1725.  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  B a t c h  Dean T a v e r n  on  t h e  
t u r n p i k e  a t  W a l n u t  S t r e e t  i s  unknown, b u t  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was used  a s  
a  s m a l l p o x  h o s p i t a l  i n  1792.  A f i f t h  t a v e r n  was o p e r a t e d  b y  
P r a t t  o n  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The c o l o n i a l  r o a d s  r a d i a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  used.  T h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  h i g h w a y s  e x i s t :  t h e  P o s t  
Road f r o m  B o s t o n  t o  W o r c e s t e r  ( M a i n  S t r e e t ) ,  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  
N o r t h w e s t  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  ( H a l d e n  S t r e e t ) ,  w h i c h  j o i n s  M a i n  
S t r e e t  1  and 1 / 2  m i l e s  w e s t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  and t h e  
n o r t h - s o u t h  r o a d  t o  P r o v i d e n c e  ( B o y 1  s t o n  S t r e e t / G r a f t o n  Road) 
w h i c h  p a s s e s  b y  t h e  c e n t e r .  I n  1800,  t h e  H o l d e n  Road i s  i m p r o v e d  
a s  t h e  e a s t e r n  t e r m i n u s  o f  t h e  6 t h  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  T u r n p i k e  ( t o  
A m h e r s t ) .  I n  1810,  t h e  B o s t o n / W o r c e s t e r  T u r n p i k e  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  o f  town,  w i t h  b r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o v e r  
Lake  Q u i n s i g a m o n d .  

0 .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n  1776 i s  1475,  b u t  d r o p s  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  i 
B o y l s t o n  as  a  s e p a r a t e  t o w n  i n  1786.  I t  t h e n  r i s e s  f r o m  1 7 9 0  
( 9 3 6 )  t o  1820 ( 1 4 5 8 1 ,  t h e n  d r o p s  s l i g h t l y  i n  1830 ( 1 3 8 6 ) .  Decade 
o f  g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h ,  1 8 1 0 - 1 8 2 0  ( + 2 4 8 ) .  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  o r g a n i z e s  
1813,  m e e t i n g h o u s e  b u i l t  1814.  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s c h i s m  l e a d s  t o  f o r m a t i o n  o f  1  i b e r a l  F i r s t  
R e s t o r a t i o n  S o c i e t y  i n  1821 w i t h  many p r o m i n e n t  members f r o m  
o u t s i d e  t h e  town.  S t r o n g  l o c a l  s u p p o r t  o f  S h a y ' s  P e b e l l i o n .  
A g r i c u l  t u r a l  A s s o c i a t e s  o f  S h r e w s b u r y  f o r m e d  181 5, merges  w i t h  
W o r c e s t e r  g r o u p  t o  f o r m  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  i n  
1818 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

The P o s t  Road e a s t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  d e v e l o p s  a s  a  
c o m m e r i c a l  - r e s i d e n t i a l  - i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 7 9 0 s ,  
s t o r e s  l o c a t e  on M a i n  S t r e e t  and  a  r n a n u f a c t o r y / t a n n i n g  n u c l e u s  i s  
f o r m i n g  a t  Hop B r o o k .  H i g h  s t y l e  r e s i d e n c e s  b e g i n  t o  l i n e  t h e  
s t r e e t  b e t w e e n  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  and t h e  " L o w e r  V i l l a g e "  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  I n  1 8 0 7  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i s  m o d e r n i z e d  w i t h  s t e e p l e  a n d  
b e l f r y  a d d i t i o n s .  Two n e w l y  f o r m e d  r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  move 
o u t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  B a p t i s t s  ( 1 8 1 3 )  s o u t h w e s t  o n  M a p l e  Avenue, 
and t h e  R e s t o r a t i o n i s t s  ( 1 8 2 1  ) t o  t h e  T u r n p i k e / G r a f t o n  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  where  a  s m a l l ,  s e c o n d a r y  s e t t l e m e n t  n u c l e u s  b e g i n s  
t o  fo rm.  
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D. Economic  Base :  

The p r i m a r y  economic  a c t i v i t y  o f  S h r e w s b u r y ' s  r e s i d e n t s  c e n t e r e d  
o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  i t s  b y - p r o d u c t s  t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  began.  As e a r l y  a s  1 7 8 0  L u t h e r  Goddard  
began  m a k i n g  b r a s s  c l o c k s ;  i n  1809  he e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s m a l l  f a c t o r y  
i n  t o w n  e m p l o y i n g  a  few s k i l l e d  S w i s s  and  E n g l i s h  w a t c h m a k e r s .  I n  
1 8 1 7  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  moved t o  W o r c e s t e r  where  i t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
expanded.  G u n - s m i t h i n g  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  S h r e w s b u r y  i n  1797 b y  
John  Mason. By 1 8 1 8  f i v e  s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were  o p e r a t i n g ,  
p r o d u c i n g  r i f l e s ,  s h o t g u n s ,  and p i s t o l s .  S k i l l e d  m e t a l w o r k i n g  was 
a l s o  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a  c u t l e r y  f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1820s  
a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Bummet B rook  and  t h e  B o s t o n  and  W o r c e s t e r  
T u r n p i k e .  

The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  and p r o f i t a b l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  S h r e w s b u r y ' s  l a t e r  
economic  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  l e a t h e r  i n d u s t r y ,  began  i n  1786  w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  t a n n e r y  i n  L o w e r  V i l l a g e .  S u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  
l a r g e  c a t t l e  h e r d s  o f  l o c a l  and a r e a  f a r w s ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  g rew 
s t e a d i l y .  Nymphas P r a t t  e r e c t e d  a  new t a n n e r y  and c a r r y i n g  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a t  Lower  V i l l a g e  a r o u n d  1 8 1 0 ;  he  was v e r y  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  b e c o m i n g  i n  1836 t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  
Bank i n  W o r c e s t e r .  P a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t a n n i n g  and c u r r y i n g  
was b o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  begun  a b o u t  1823,  and h a r n e s s  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  By  1 8 3 2  shoemak i  n g  d o m i n a t e d  m a n u f a c t u r e s ,  
e m p l o y i n g  135  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  shoes,  l a r g e l y  b r o g a n s  
f o r  s l a v e  wear,  v a l u e d  a t  more  t h a n  $55,000. A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  
work  was s t i l l  done l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  home o r  i n  s m a l l  shops.  A l s o  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  t h e  home were  p a l m  l e a f  h a t s  and s t r a w  b o n n e t s ,  
e m p l o y i n g  n e a r l y  8 0  women and  g i r l s  i n  1832.  

A n o t h e r  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  expanded  was t h e  l u m b e r  and  wood p r o d u c t s  
t r a d e .  The number o f  s a w m i l l s  g r e w  f r o m  two  i n  1794 t o  s i x  i n  
1 8 3 0 ;  i n  1 8 3 2  t h e r e  were  a l s o  t w o  c h a i r  and c a b i n e t  makers ,  wagon 
and p l o w  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  who p r o d u c e d  o v e r  1 0 0  wagons and  650 p l o w s  
p e r  y e a r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y ,  h i p p e d - r o o f  
house i s  t h e  m o s t  common t y p e .  End c h i m n e y s  were  n o t  unknown, y e t  
t h e  c e n t e r  ch imney  was s t i l l  i n  use .  B r i c k  houses  b e g i n  t o  a p p e a r  
i n  s m a l l  numbers.  The t a v e r n  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t s  l a r g e s t  g r o w t h  s p u r t  
b e t w e e n  1810-1820,  and t h i s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  e a s t  and w e s t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  P o s t  O f f i c e  l o c a t e d  i n  c e n t e r  i n  1804.  S t e e p l e  and 
b e l f r y  added t o  second  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 7 6 6 )  i n  1807.  B a p t i s t  
c h u r c h  i s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1814 ;  R e s t o r a t i o n  S o c i e t y  f o r m e d  i n  1820  
and m e e t i n g h o u s e  e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 2 2 )  a t  S o u t h  S h r e w s b u r y  ( d i s s o l v e d  
1 8 6 8 ) .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  By 1814 James H a m i l t o n ' s  I n n  i s  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  
H a r r i n g t o n ' s  T a v e r n  l i k e l y  t o  have  opened i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  a t  S o u t h  
S h r e w s b u r y  on  t h e  t u r n p i k e .  
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I n d u s t r i a l :  Town i s  p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ;  s c a t t e r e d  s m a l l  
i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d e  c l o c k  and  w a t c h  m a k i n g  ( c a .  1 7 8 0 ) ;  r i f l e  
p r o d u c t i o n  ( c a .  1 7 9 7 ) ;  b o o t - m a k i n g  c e n t e r  a t  Lower  V i l l a g e  e a s t  o f  
c e n t e r  on M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  t a n n e r y  was l o c a t e d  
on  e a s t  P a i n  S t r e e t  b y  1 8 3 0  and t h e  C.O.  Green & C O .  L e a t h e r  
F a c t o r y  o c c u p i e d  b u i l d i n g s  a t  L o w e r  V i l l a g e .  

F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

The r a p i d  f a l l  o f  p r i c e s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goads,  a  s h o r t a g e  o f  
h a r d  c u r r e n c y ,  and g e n e r a l  economic  d e p r e s s i o n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War a f f e c t e d  many o f  t h e  f a r m e r s  o f  W o r c e s t e r  and 
B r i s t o l  C o u n t i e s ,  among them t h e  f a r m e r s  o f  S h r e w s b u r y .  When 
D a n i e l  Shays,  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  an a g r a r i a n  " r e v o l t "  i n  1786  t e r m e d  
" S h a y s '  R e b e l l i o n " ,  l e d  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  c l o s e  t h e  c o u r t s  t o  p r e v e n t  
d e b t  c o l l e c t i o n  and f o r e c l o s u r e  o f  m o r t g a g e s ,  S h r e w s b u r y  became a  
s t a a i n g  a r e a  and encampment o f  t h e  more  t h a n  400  i n s u r g e n t s  p r i o r  
t o  t h e i r  m a r c h  on t h e  W o r c e s t e r  C o u r t h o u s e .  

V I  I I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n s  i n  use.  No r a i l w a y  
p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  town,  t h e  c l o s e s t  l i n e  b e i n g  t h e  B o s t o n  a n d  A l b a n y  
( 1 8 3 5 )  t r a c k s  a c r o s s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r  o f  town.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  s l o w l y  f r o m  1830  ( 1 3 8 6 )  t o  1855 ( 1 6 3 6 ) .  
T h e r e  i s  a  s l i g h t  d e c r e a s e  1 8 5 5 - 1 8 6 0  ( - 7 8 ) ,  t h e n  a  s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  1860s  ( + 5 2 )  t o  1 6 1 0  i n  1870.  F o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  1 1 9 0  
i n  1865.  B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  (18351 ,  F i r s t  R e s t o r a t i o n  S o c i e t y ( 1 8 6 8 )  
d i s s o l v e d .  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  f o r m e d  ( 1  8 4 6 ) .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

E x p a n s i o n  and i n f i l l i n g  c o n t i n u e s  i n  c e n t e r .  M e e t i n g h o u s e  moved 
5 0  f e e t  s o u t h  i n  1834.  The G r a f t o n  S t r e e t / M a i n  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  emerges as  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  f o c u s ,  w i t h  r e s i d e n c e s  
e x t e n d i n g  w e s t  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  beyond  M a p l e  Avenue. New 
r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n  s o u t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  on  Wes leyan  S t r e e t .  
V i l l a g e  s e t t l e m e n t  e x t e n d s  e a s t  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  t o  t h e  S o u t h  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  where  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f o c u s  r e m a i n s .  

D. Economic  Base:  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  f o o d s  i n c r e a s e d  more  t h a n  
t h r e e - f o l d  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a r t  and f i n i s h  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  number 
and  r a n g e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a c t u a l l y  showed a  
d e c r e a s e .  The m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c u t l e r y  c e a s e d  b y  1837 ;  b y  1 8 5 5  
p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f u r  and woo l  h a t s ,  p a l m  l e a f  h a t s ,  s t r a w  b o n n e t s ,  
c h a i r  and c a b i n e t - m a k i n g  had a l s o  ceased .  However, t h e  
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i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  e m p l o y i n g  1 7 5  p e r s o n s  b y  
1837,  and t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t a n n i n g ,  c u r r y i n g ,  and b o o t  and  shoe 
m a k i n g  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  an  o v e r a l l  e x p a n s i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
emp loymen t  and v a l u e  b y  m i d - c e n t u r y .  Though b o o t  and shoe m a k i n g  
and c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e  d e c l i n e d  b y  more  t h a n  75% i n  t h e  n e x t  
a u a r t e r  c e n t u r y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  f o u r  s m a l l  b o o t  and shoe shops 
and a  b o o t  c o u n t e r  and s t i f f e n i n g  m a n u f a c t o r y  i n  1870.  

The l e a t h e r  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  
shoe p r o d u c t i o n ,  and a c c o u n t e d  f o r  s a l e s  o f  $425,000 i n  1875,  more  
t h a n  90% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e  goods t h a t  
y e a r .  N e a r l y  5 0  workmen were  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  f i r m  o f  Ne l  son a n d  
R i c e  o f  L o w e r  V i l l a g e ,  w h i c h  a l s o  owned and o p e r a t e d  t a n y a r d s  i n  
C h e s t e r ,  Windhendon, a n d  G i l  sum, New H a m s h i r e .  

The g r o w t h  o f  n e a r b y  W o r c e s t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  demand f o r  l u m b e r  
and co rdwood ,  k e e p i n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i v e  s a w m i l l s  a c t i v e .  
S h r e w s b u r y ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  was a l s o  s t i m u l a t e d .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  
decades o f  t h e  p e r i o d  m a r k e t  wagons made r e g u l a r  w e e k l y  r u n s  t o  
B o s t o n .  However,  a f t e r  a b o u t  1845,  W o r c e s t e r  was f o u n d  t o  be a  
b e t t e r  and n e a r e r  m a r k e t ,  and e v e r y  f a r m e r  w o u l d  be  h i s  own 
marketman.  M a r k e t  g a r d e n s  o f  v e g t a b l  e s ,  o r c h a r d s ,  and d a i  r i e s  
expanded.  M i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  n e a r l y  f o u r - f o l  d  b e t w e e n  1865  
and  1875,  and t o g e t h e r  w i t h  b u t t e r  and c h e e s e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  n e a r l y  
30% o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  . 
Towards  m i d - c e n t u r y  a  new m a r k e t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e  
a p p e a r e d ,  one w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  c e n t u r y :  
t h e  summer r e s o r t  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  s h o r e s  
o f  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P r i m a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  t o w n  c e n t e r  and 
seen i n  t h e  f i v e - b a y  and s i d e h a l l  p l a n  d w e l l i n g s  o f  t h e  Greek 
R e v i v a l  p e r i o d  w h i c h  a p p e a r  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  w e s t  o f  t h e  Common 
and s o u t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  a l o n g  S o u t h  and W a l n u t  S t r e e t s ,  p r o b a b l y  
a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  l e a t h e r  i n d u s t r y .  P o p u l a r  s t y l e s  o f  t h e  a f t e r  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  s o u t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  a l o n g  
M a p l e  Avenue and R o u t e  140.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  Haven T a v e r n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e r a t e  as  r e s o r t  h o t e l  
u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ;  h o t e l  e s t a b l i s h e d  on  West M a i n  b y  
1870 .  E n g i n e  house b u i l t  a c r o s s  f r o m  common b e f o r e  1857.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e r  end b r i c k  s c h o o l h o u s e  o n  common 
d a t e d  1830  ( a p p e a r s  l a t e r ,  1 8 5 0 ? ) .  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  on  s o u t h w e s t  
c o r n e r  o f  M a i n  a n d  R o u t e  1 4 0  ( 1 8 4 7 ) .  H i g h  s c h o o l  c l a s s e s  h e l d  
d u r i n g  1855-1858.  

- I n d u s t r i a l  : No s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t :  r e m a i n s  
h e a v i l y  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  . 
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  n e t w o r k  c o n t i n u e s  t o  be used .  By t h e  e a r l y  
1900s  t w o  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s  p a s s  t h r o u g h  town.  The f i r s t  
r u n s  a l o n g  t h e  t u r n p i k e  r o a d ,  t h e n  on M a p l e  Avenue t o  t h e  c e n t e r ,  
t h e n  o n  M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  N o r t h b o r o u g h .  A b r a n c h  l i n e  r u n s  down t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  o f  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  
I n t e r u r b a n  L i n e  ( 1 9 0 3 )  p a s s e s  p r i m a r i l y  on  a  new e a s t - w e s t  
r i g h t - o f - w a y  n o r t h  and s o u t h  o f  t h e  t u r n p i k e  r o a d ,  w i t h  i n t a c t  
s t a t i o n  o f  t u r n p i k e / t r o l l e y  l i n e  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e s  f r o m  1870 ( 1 6 1 0 )  t o  1885 (14501 ,  t h e n  r i s e s  
r e g u l a r l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  a  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  
( t 8 4 8 )  t o  2794 f r o m  1 9 0 0  t o  1915.  E i g h t y - o n e  I r i s h ,  72 Canad ians  
i n  1875;  67  I r i s h ,  47  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  i n  1885.  S m a l l ,  b u t  
d i v e r s e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1905,  w i t h  70  I r i s h ,  40  Swedes, 
36 E n g l i s h ,  29  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  27 I t a l i a n s ,  a n d  20  F i n n s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

L i t t l e  e x p a n s i o n  b e f o r e  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e n  
s i g n i f i c a n t  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  P o s s i b l e  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  S o u t h  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  Avenue a n d  F a i r l a w n .  

D. Economic  Base: 

I n  1875  e l e v e n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  r e m a i n e d  p r o d u c i n g  goods w o r t h  
$461,732;  b y  1 9 0 5  o n l y  f i v e  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s  r e m a i n e d  p r o d u c i n g  
goods v a l u e d  a t  o n l y  $59,320. The s t e a d y  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  l e a t h e r  
i n d u s t r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  b o o t s  and shoes,  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h i s  t r e m e n d o u s  
d e c r e a s e .  O t h e r  t y p e s  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r e s e n t  on  a  v e r y  s m a l l  
s c a l e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n c l u d e d  c l o c k m a k i n g ,  c a r r i a g e  a n d  
wagon-mak ing ,  and m e t a l  goods.  

A g r i c u l t u r e  became t h e  d o m i n a n t  o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods v a l u e d  a t  $347,000 i n  1905,  t h e  e i g h t h  h i g h e s t  
v a l u e  i n  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y .  D a i r y i n g  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  n e a r l y  35% o f  
t h i s  t o t a l ,  w h i l e  p o u l  t r y  and  f r u i t  c u l t i v a t i o n  each  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  
more  t h a n  10%. Greenhouses  w e r e  e r e c t e d  b y  v e g t a b l e  f a r m e r s  
a l l o w i n g  f o r  y e a r - r o u n d  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  p l a n t s .  

S h r e w s b u r y ' s  m a j o r  d rawback  t o  i n c r e a s e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was a  l a c k  
o f  l a r g e  w a t e r p o w e r  s i t e  and t h e  absence  o f  a r a i l r o a d  o r  e l e c t r i c  
r a i l w a y  as  l a t e  as  1890.  A l t h o u g h  a  p e r m a n e n t  causeway had been 
b u i l t  o v e r  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  i n  1860,  new economic  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i d  
n o t  o c c u r .  I t  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  L a k e  
Q u i n s i g a m o n d  s h o r e s  i n  S h r e w s b u r y  a s  a  r e s o r t  f o r  W o r c e s t e r  
i n h i b i t e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  new i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : S c a t t e r e d  modest I t a l  i a n a t e  and Co lon ia l  Revival 
no r th  of c e n t e r ,  t y p i c a l  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  f o u r - s q u a r e  houses  
noted i n  s o u t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  of town; 1890 a d v e r t i s e m e n t  f o r  s a l e  of 
l a r g e  farm w i t h  house of  " c o l o n i a l  s t y l e "  ( C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l ? )  and 
numerous o u t b u i l d i n g s  ( i n d i c a t e s  probably  e x i s t e n c e  of 
s i m i l a r  l a r g e  l a t e  19 th  c e n t u r y  farm complexes.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Town h a l l  e r e c t e d  i n  1872 ( n a n - e x i s t e n t ) ;  C a t h o l i c  
church  ( 1 8 7 3 ) ;  h i g h  school  e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 8 3 ) ;  Natura l  H i s t o r y  Camp 
founded a t  Lake Quinsigamond ( 1 8 8 5 ) ;  Washington Soc ia l  C l u b ,  a  
two-s to ry  Queen Anne s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  pyramidal r o o f ,  c o r n e r  towers ,  
and porches  (on Lake Quins igamond?) .  

Commercial : Highland Farm House ( i n  c e n t e r ? ) ,  a  t h r e e - s t o r y ,  
seven-bay gabled  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  two-s to ry  four -bay  w i n g  opens i n  
1890. Lake Quinsigamond developed a s  a  r e s o r t :  I s l a n d  House, 
t h r e e - s t o r y ,  hipped roof I t a l i a n a t e  h o t e l ;  L incoln  Park w i t h  
bands tand ,  ba thhouses ,  and swan b o a t s ;  C o l b u r n ' s  Boat Shop. 
Evidence of b r i c k  commercial b locks  i n  town c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : S t i l l  p r i m a r i l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  community; only major 
i n d u s t r y  i s  C . O .  Green & C O .  l e a t h e r  f a c t o r y  a t  Lower V i l l a g e  
( e a s t  of town c e n t e r ) .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD ( 1  91 5-1 940)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Local s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s  a r e  abandoned by 1920s ,  and i n t e r u r b a n  l i n e  
i n  1931. Local roads improved a s  au tomobi le  highways, w i t h  Main 
S t r e e t / M a p l e  S t r e e t  becoming p a r t  of t h e  major e a s t - w e s t  Boston 
Worces ter  Road (Ye l lows tone  T r a i l ,  Route 5,  Route 20) i n  t h e  
1920s.  In 1930-31, t h e  o ld  Boston-Worcester  Turnpike  i s  improved 
a s  a  major  e a s t - w e s t ,  f o u r - l a n e  highway (Rou te  9 )  and soon a f t e r  
t h e  Route 20 Southwest  Connector  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  through t h e  
sou the rn  p a r t  of town. North-south through roads  a r e  Route 140 
(Gra f ton  S t r e e t l B o y l s t o n  S t r e e t )  and Route 70 ( W o r c e s t e r / B o y l s t o n ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

W i t h  suburban expans ion  from Worces ter ,  p o p u l a t i o n  more than  
doubles  over  t h e  p e r i o d  t o  1940 ( 7 5 8 6 ) .  G r e a t e s t  growth,  1920-1925 
( + 2 1 1 1 ) .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Continued s t r e e t c a r  suburb development ,  w i t h  l a k e s i d e  c o t t a g e s  
e t h n i c  c l u b s ,  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a s  a long South Quinsigamond 
Avenue. S i g n i f i c a n t  bungalow hous ing  t r a c t  ( F a i r l a w n )  a long  
s t r e e t c a r  l i n e  south  of t u r n p i k e .  P o s s i b l e  development a long  
Maple Avenue and Main S t r e e t  e a s t  of School S t r e e t .  W i t h  
abandonment of s t r e e t c a r  r o u t e s ,  s u b u r b a n i z a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s ,  most ly 
expanding from e x i s t i n g  a r e a s ,  a l though  a p o s s i b l e  d i s t i n c t i v e  
e a r l y  a u t o  
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s u b u r b  i s  t h e  t r a c t  w e s t  o f  t h e  Lake S t r e e t / G r a f t o n  S t r e e t  
i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Some p e r i o d  r o a d - s i d e  s u r v i v a l s  r e m a i n  on t h e  R o u t e  
2 Q / S o u t h w e s t  C o n n e c t o r  C o r r i d o r ,  t h e  mos t  r e m a r k a b l e  b e i n g  a  1930s  
d i n e r  s i g n  n e a r  t h e  R o u t e  2Q/Route 9  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

D. Economic  Base:  

T h e r e  i s  1  i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  S h r e w s b u r y ' s  economy d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  seems t o  have  d i m i n s h e d  f u r t h e r  so a s  
t o  be i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  v i e w  o f  c e n s u s  t a k e r s .  A g r i c u l t u r e  and 
t h e  r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y  were  t h e  m a i n s t a y s  o f  S h r e w s b u r y  ' s  economy, 
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  r e c r e a t i o n  and f o o d s t u f f s  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  W o r c e s t e r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : P e r i o d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  s c a t t e r e d  b u n g a l o i d  
d w e l l  i ngs w i t h  f i e 1  d s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t e e n s  and t w e n t i e s ;  
a p p e a r s  t o  have  been c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  m o d e s t  c o t t a g e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  
i n  v i c i n i t y  o f  L a k e  Q u i n s i g a m o n d  o n  f r i n g e s  o f  a  1940s -1950s  
d e v e l o p m e n t  ( F a i r l a w n ) .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : T w o - s t o r y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  1  i b r a r y  w i t h  
R i c h a r d s o n i a n  a r c h e d  e n t r y  ( 1 9 0 3 ) ;  b r i c k  f i r e h o u s e  on common 
( 1 9 2 7 ) .  

Commerc ia l  : Two b r i c k  c o m m e r c i a l  b l o c k s  d a t e d  1916 a n d  1925 i n  
c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  No a p p a r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  r e m a i n e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
commun i t y .  
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