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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1 9 8 3  COMMUNITY: S p e n c e r  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

R o u g h l y  shaped  l i k e  an  e l o n g a t e d  r e c t a n g l e  4  m i l e s  b y  9  m i l e s ,  
S p e n c e r  i s  1  o c a t e d  i n  c e n t r a l  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  
s o u t h e r n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  u p l a n d s  r e g i o n .  M o s t  o f  t h e  town l i e s  
b e t w e e n  800 and  1 0 0 0  f e e t  above  sea l e v e l  a s l ;  s e v e r a l  
d r u m l i n s  r i s e  t o  a l m o s t  1 1 0 0  f e e t  a . s . l . ,  w h i l e  t h e  ponds,  r i v e r s ,  
and v a l l e y s  l i e  b e t w e e n  700 a n d  850  f e e t .  The l o w e s t  p a r t  o f  
t own  i s  i n  t h e  Seven M i l e  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s o u t h  f r o m  H i l l s v i l l e  and 
w e s t  t o w a r d  E a s t  B r o o k f i e l  d, w h e r e  e l e v a t i o n s  r e a c h  o n l y  600-650 
f e e t  a.s.1. 

S p e n c e r  i s  d r a i n e d  b y  a  number o f  l a r g e  and  s m a l l  s t r e a m s .  The 
Seven M i l e  R i v e r  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  and f l o w s  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
b o u n d a r y  o f  t h e  town i n  a  s o u t h e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  u n t i l  i t  j o i n s  w i t h  
t h e  1  e s s e r ,  n o r t h e r l y - f l  o w i n g  C r a n b e r r y  R i v e r  a b o u t  one m i l  e  
s o u t h w e s t  o f  S p e n c e r  C e n t e r .  These t w o  r i v e r s  and t h e i r  t r i b u t a r y  
s t r e a m s  d r a i n  much o f  w e s t e r n  and n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  town  as  
p a r t  o f  t h e  Q u a b o g / C h i c o p e e  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e  b a s i n .  The r e m a i n i n g  
s o u t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town  i s  d r a i n e d  b y  s t r a m s  t h a t  f l o w  
i n t o  S t i l e s  R e s e r v o i r  and s o u t h  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  French/Thames R i v e r  
b a s i n .  

T h i s  d r a i n a g e  p a t t e r n  r o u g h l y  p a r a 1  1  e l  s  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  s o i l  t y p e  
c l u s t e r s .  The a r e a  n o r t h  and  w e s t  o f  T u r k e y  H i l l  B r o o k  and t h e  
C r a n b e r r y  R i v e r  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  s o i l s  o f  t h e  B r o o k f i e l d  Loam 
s e r i e s  w i t h  p o c k e t s  o f  C h a r l t o n  Loam a n d  P a x t o n  Loam. The a r e a  
s o u t h  and e a s t  o f  t h e s e  r i v e r s  c o n s i s t s  l a r g e l y  o f  C h a r l t o n  Loams, 
a g a i n  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  p o c k e t s  o f  P a x t o n  Loam on t h e  d r u m l i n s .  The 
B r o o k f i e l d  s o i l s  a r e  m o s t l y  s t o n y  l oam,  a  s h a l l o w  g l a c i a l  t i l l  
d e r i v e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  f o r m  s c h i s t  and g r a n i t e .  I t s  s u r f a c e  i s  h i l l y  
and  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  s u r f a c e  s t o n e  and  l i e g e  
o u t c r o p s ,  c u l t i v a t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d .  Much o f  t h e  l a n d ,  however ,  i s  
w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  mowing and  p e r m a n e n t  p a s t u r e ;  a s  a  r e s u l t  d a i r y i n g  
and  r a i s i n g  o f  l i v e s t o c k  d o m i n a t e d .  The C h a r l t o n  a n d  P a x t o n  Loams 
r a n g e  f r o m  s t o n y  t o  f i n e  l oam.  The s t o n y  l o a m s  a r e  b e s t  s u i t e d  
f o r  p e r m a n e n t  p a s t u r e  and mowing w h i l e  t h e  f i n e r  l o a m s  r a t e  among 
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  and a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y .  
A l o n g  t h e  r i v e r s ,  t e r r a c e s  o f  g l a c i a l  l y - f o r m e d  and d e p o s i t e d  
M e r r i m a c  and H i n k l e y  s o i l s  a r e  f o u n d .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n c l u d e d  i n  e i g h t  m i l e  s q u a r e  " T o w t a i d "  p u r c h a s e  o f  1686,  and i n  
t own  o f  L e i c e s t e r ,  e s t a b l  i s h e d  1714.  B o u n d a r y  w i t h  B r o o k f i e l  d  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1730.  Made a  d i s t r i c t  f r o m  p a r t  o f  L e i c e s t e r ,  
1753 .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  as  a  t o w n  1775 .  



111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A 1  a r g e ,  up1 and r e s i d e n t i a l  , a g r i c u l t u r a l  , and i n d u s t r i a l  
community on t h e  Seven Mile R ive r .  On an h i s t o r i c  EW c o r r i d o r  
from t h e  c o a s t a l  lowlands  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y ,  w i t h  
permanent European s e t t l e m e n t  a s  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  of L e i c e s t e r  c a .  
1727,  and meet inghouse s i t e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  by 1743. Dispersed  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  Wool en t e x t i l  e  
manufac tu r ing  i s  i n i t i a t e d  SW of meet inghouse c e n t e r  i n  1810,  and 
wi re  drawing i s  i n i t i a t e d  a t  Wire V i l l a g e  on Turkey Hill Brook i n  
1812. Large mid-19th c e n t u r y  boo t  and shoe  i n d u s t r i a l  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  draws many French Canadian worke r s .  Growth of 
c e n t r a l  v i l l  age f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e  by 1878 branch r a i l  road  
connec t ion .  Si gni f i c a n t  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a s  r e t a i n  f u n c t i o n a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s ,  most n o t a b l y  i n  t h e  N W  and SW. South 
Spencer  remains a s  a  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t ,  o r i g i n a l  1840s depo t  
v i l l a g e .  Mid-19th c e n t u r y  Upper Wire V i l l a g e  hous ing  s u r v i v e s .  
Spencer  Cen te r  r e t a i n s  much of i t s  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s c a l e  and d e t a i l ,  
w i t h  s e g r e g a t e d  i n d u s t r i a l / w o r k e r  hous ing  suburban growth has 
p a r t i a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a s  1  a k e s i d e  development ,  o r  a s  p e r i p h e r a l  
expans ion  of Spencer  C e n t e r ,  Route 9 commercial s t r i p  development 
has c o n c e n t r a t e d  nea r  wes te rn  b o r d e r .  I n d u s t r i a l  park development 
on South Spencer  Road i n d i c a t e s  con t inued  p o t e n t i a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  
p r e s s u r e  on remaining  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a r e a s .  

IV. C O N T A C T  PERIOD (1 500-1 620)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Upland t r i b u t a r i e s  of Seven Mile River .  Main E/W r o u t e  probably  
Main S t r e e t .  A1 t e r n a t e  wes t  r o u t e  c o n j e c t u r e d  on P l  e a s a n t  
S t r e e t - S m i t h v i l l e  Road. A l t e r n a t e  e a s t  branch on G r e e n v i l l e  
Road-Kingsbury Road-Rawson Road. SW t r a i l  around S t i l e s  R e s e r v o i r  
c o n j e c t u r e d  on Ch icke r ing  Road-Clark Road-Bacon H i l l  Road. 
Northern t r a i l  a long Seven Mile River  c o r r i d o r  c o n j e c t u r e d  on 
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t - N o r t h  Spencer  Road. 

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

There a r e  no s i t e s  of known c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  i n  t h e  town. I t  
i s  expec ted  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  s i t e s  w i l l  be found a long  t h e  Seven 
Mile River  and Cranber ry  Meadow River  a s  well  a s  t h e  ponds i n  t h e  
e a s t .  V i s i t s  were s h o r t ,  f o r  r e s o u r c e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  from t h e  
l a r g e r  more permanent base  camps. 

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n :  

The a r e a  was v i s i t e d  f o r  seasona l  e x t r a c t i o n  of t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of 
t h e  a r e a ,  v i s i t i n g  upland a r e a s  f o r  h u n t i n g  and t h e  waterways f o r  
f i s h i n g .  
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V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1  6 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  
w i t h  r e d u c t i o n  due t o  i n c r e a s e d  c o l o n i a l  p r e s e n c e  and t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r a y i n g  t o w n s .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  7 7 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  a r e  i m p r o v e d  a s  r o a d s  and h i g h w a y s .  T h r e e  E/W r o a d s  
a r e  t h e  m a i n  r o u t e s .  t h e  p o s t  r o a d  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  ( M a i n  S t r e e t )  
i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  1625 .  The s o u t h  c o u n t y  r o a d  ( C h i c k e r i n g  
R o a d - C l a r k  Road-Bacon Road) i s  l a i d  o u t  i n  1756.  The n o r t h  c o u n t y  
r o a d  (Thompsons Pond R o a d - B r o w n i n g  Pond Road)  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1757.  S e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  c o n n e c t  o u t l y i n g  f a r m s  t o  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
c e n t e r ,  a n d  l e a d  t o  s u r r o u n d i n g  t o w n s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

T h r e e  f a m i l i e s  s e t t l e  i n  t h e  town b y  1727 ,  g r o w i n g  t o  1 5 0  
i n h a b i t a n t s  b y  1740 ,  and o v e r  500 1 3  y e a r s  l a t e r .  I n  1765,  t h e  
f i r s t  r e l i a b l e  f i g u r e ,  t h e  t o a l  was 664,  i n  1776,  i t  was 1042.  

The t o w n  o r d a i n e d  i t s  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r  i n  1744,  w i t h  9 m a l e s  s i g n i n g  
t h e  c o v e n a n t .  He came t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  l a t e  i n  l i f e ,  a f t e r  
c o n v e r s i o n  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  W h i t f i e l d ,  and  s e r v e d  t h e  t o w n  t i 1  
p e r i o d ' s  end,  w i t h o u t  n o t e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  town was p a r t  o f  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  8 m i l e  g r a n t  o f  
1686 .  When g e n u i n e  s e t t l e m e n t  began  a f t e r  1713 ,  t h i s  p o r t i o n  was 
r e s e r v e d  f o r  p r o p r i e t o r  p r o f i t  w h i l e  t h e  e a s t  was t a k e n  up.  A t  
t h a t  t i m e  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  e a c h  r e c e i v e d  t w o  l o t s  o f  250n a c r e s ,  
f o l l o w e d  b y  meadow and u p l a n d  d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  1 7 3 0 s .  P r o p r i e t o r s  
soon  began t o  s e l l  t h e i r  l a n d ,  and t h e  t o w n ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r ,  
N a t h a n i e l  Bemis ,  b u i l t  on  M a i n  S t .  n e a r  t h e  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r .  The 
n e g l e c t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  b y  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s  s e c t i o n  t o  
t h e  e a s t ,  p l u s  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  l e d  t o  a g i t a t i o n  o f  
i n d e p e n d e n c e  f r o m  1741 ,  became a  p a r i s h  i n  1744,  g r a n t e d  a s  
d i s t r i c t  s t a t u s  i n  1753.  The t o w n ' s  c e n t e r  s e r v e d  as  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  l o c a t i o n ,  o n  2  a c r e s  f o r  a  t r a i n i n g  f i e l d ;  a  pound  
and  b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  w e r e  added  l a t e r .  
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D .  Economic Base: 

In t h e  town's  e a r l y  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  2nd q u a r t e r  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y  i t s  development was hampered by t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  of t h e  
p a r e n t  town, L e i c e s t e r ,  t o  i n v e s t  i n  improvements t o  t h e  
p r o p r i e t o r ' s  wes te rn  h a l f .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  two a r e a s  sha red  t h e  
burden of a  l a r g e  number of n o n - r e s i d e n t  landowners  who d i d  no t  
c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  town 's  upkeep. Like most towns i n  t h e  a r e a ,  i t  
was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s .  The town ' s  f i r s t  mil 1  
was b u i l t  i n  t h e  Wire V i l l a g e  i n  1740. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The c e n t e r  chimney, s i n g l e - s t o r y  plan appea r s  t o  
have been t h e  predominant  form f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
recorded  s t r u c t u r e  da ted  1742. The Reverend Joshua  Eaton 
House(1745) i n  t h e  "Upper V i l l a g e "  i s /was  a  two-s tory  p lan .  A 
l i m i t e d  number of p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  s u r v i v e ,  ( c e n t e r e d  on Bacon 
Hi1 1  Road) and t h e  four-bay  f e n e s t r a t i o n  i s  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  i n  
ev idence .  The E l i a s  Howe b i r t h p l a c e  conformed t o  t h i s  t y p e ,  be ing  
o n e - s t o r y  w i t h  a  c e n t e r e d  chimney ( t h e  house i s  no t  r eco rded  i n  
t h e  i n v e n t o r y  and was n o t  observed  i n  t h e  f i e l d ;  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  
i n  Hurd (? )  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d a t e ,  probably  l a t e  1 8  c e n t u r y ) .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  meet inghouse ( 3 5  f e e t  x 45 f e e t ) ,  1743; 
second meet inghouse on s i t e  of  o r i g i n a l  ( 4 7  f e e t  x 56 f e e t ) ,  
1771-72. School houses by 1766. 

Commercial: J enks  Tavern on Main S t r e e t  i n  c e n t e r  ( s i t e  of 
Massaso i t  H o t e l )  by c a .  1788;  a l s o  Mason House and Livermore House 
a t  approx ima te ly  same p e r i o d  ( ? ) .  

VI I .  F E D E R A L  PERIOD (1 775-1 830)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Colonia l  roads  and highways c o n t i n u e  i n  use ,  w i t h  t h e  P o s t  Road 
(Main S t r e e t )  remain ing  t h e  pr imary E/W r o u t e .  

Growth d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  was s t e a d y ,  t h e  t o t a l  i n c r e a s i n g  from 
1042 i n  1776 t o  1618 i n  1830. The 1  a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e  took p l a c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  war and post-war p e r i o d  of 1 5  y e a r s .  

Toward t h e  p e r i o d ' s  end two new denominat ions  formed s o c i e t i e s  i n  
t h e  town. W i t h  t h e  L e i c e s t e r  s o c i e t y  1  a n g u i s h i n g ,  a  B a p t i s t  group 
met i n  North Spence r ,  a t t r a c t i n g  communicants from many 
ne ighbor ing  towns, from 1819. L a t e r ,  i n  1830,  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
S o c i e t y  was formed, meet ing i n  t h e  town c e n t e r .  The town 
a p p o i n t e d  a  school  committee i n  1815,  and purchased a  town farm i n  
1825. 
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s .  Some 1  i n e a r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  g r o w t h  o c c u r s  a1 ong  M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
c e n t e r ,  w h e r e  a  t o w e r  and  c u p o l a  a r e  added  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1802.  The b u i l d i n g  i s  e n l a r g e d  i n  1838.  T e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b e g i n s  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  j u s t  SW o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
1810 .  W i r e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  NE p a r t  o f  t own  on 
T u r k e y  H i l l  B rook  i n  1812.  A B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  i s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  NE 
c o r n e r  o f  t own  on  Thompsons Pond. 

D. Economic  Base:  

D e s p i t e  a  d i f f i c u l t  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War, when a  
c o n t i n g e n t  o f  e c o n o m i c a l l y - p r e s s e d  f a r m e r s  f r o m  S p e n c e r  j o i n e d  t h e  
i n s u r g e n t s  i n  S h a y s '  R e b e l l i o n ,  f a r m i n g  c o n t i n u e d  a s  a  l i v e l i h o o d  
and way o f  l i f e  f o r  m o s t  o f  S p e n c e r ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  m i d - 1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y .  M o s t  f a r m e r s  r a i s e d  g r a i n s ,  h a y ,  and l i v e s t o c k ;  t h e  more  
p r o s p e r o u s  ones s e n t  s u r p l u s  b e e f ,  p o r k ,  b u t t e r  and cheese ,  and  
p o t a s h  f r o m  t h e  town t o  m a r k e t .  When m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was i n t r o d u c e d  
a f t e r  1810,  l o c a l  m a r k e t s  g a i n e d  i m p o r t a n c e  as  t h e  n o n - f a r m  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e .  

I n  1795  w a t e r - p o w e r e d  i n d u s t r y  i n  S p e n c e r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  5  
g r i s t m i l l s ,  5  s a w m i l l s ,  a n  2  c l o t h i e r s '  m i l l s .  By 1 8 3 0  t h e  t o w n  
c o n t a i n e d  8 shops ,  an o i l  m i l l ,  and 3  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  a l o n g  i t s  
s t r e a m s  and  r i v e r s ;  m o s t  o f  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  began 
a s  a  d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  embargo o f  E n g l i s h  goods and 
s u b s e q u e n t  w a r .  

T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  began  i n  1 8 1 0  when t w o  w o o l e n  s p i n n i n g  m i l l s  
w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r ;  b y  1 8 3 2  t h e y  e m p l o y e d  51 and wove 
more  t h a n  72,000 y a r d s  o f  b r o a d c l o t h  and s a t i n e t  w o r t h  more  t h a n  
$90,000. Second i n  i m p o r t a n c e  a t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b o o t s  and shoes .  Begun i n  1812  b y  J o s i a h  Green,  
who p r o d u c e d  pegged b o o t s  and shoes ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  b y  1 8 3 2  e m p l o y e d  
32 i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  f o o t w e a r  w o r t h  $23,650.  The i n e x p e n s i v e  
b o o t s  and shoes w e r e  made l a r g e l y  f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  f o r  
s l a v e s .  Between 1 8 2 5  and  1840,  4  b o o t  and  shoe  peg  f a c t o r i e s  
o p e r a t e d  i n  Spencer .  A r o t a r y  p e g  c u t t i n g  m a c h i n e  was i n v e n t e d  b y  
J o h n  Bemis  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

The t h i r d  m a j o r  i n d u s t r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  was 
w i r e  d r a w i n g .  I n  1812,  E l l i o t  P r o u t y  began  t o  d raw w i r e  a t  a  m i l l  
a t  t h e  Upper  W i r e  V i l l a g e .  W i r e  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  S p e n c e r  was 
i n i t i a l l y  s t i m u l a t e d  b y  t h e  E m b a r g o - c r e a t e d  s h o r t a g e  o f  i m p o r t e d  
w i r e  needed  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  L e i c e s t e r ' s  c a r d  m a n u f a c t o r i e s .  The 
i n d u s t r y  expanded  t o  5  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a n d  1 6  e m p l o y e e s  b y  1 8 3 2  and  
p r o d u c e d  n e a r l y  3 7  t o n s  o f  w i r e .  F o u r  o f  t h e  f i v e  w i r e  w o r k s  were  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  and a r o u n d  t h e  Upper  and  Lower  W i r e  V i l l a g e s  on 
T u r k e y  H i l l  B r o o k ;  t h e  f i f t h  was l o c a t e d  n e a r b y  on  t h e  Seven M i l e  
R i v e r .  

M i n o r  i n d u s t r i e s  begun  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  g i n  
d i s t i l l e r i e s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1 8 1 3  and  1815,  a  powder  m i l l  
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e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1813  a l o n g  Seven M i l e  R i v e r ,  a n d  2  s c y t h e ,  hoe , 
a n d  c u l t e r y  w o r k s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 0 9  n e a r  t h e  Upper  W i r e  V i l l a g e .  

The r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  ( 1 6 5 )  b e t w e e n  1 8 1 0  and  
1 8 3 0  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  s m a l l  s c a l e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
p r o d u c t i o n  p r i o r  t o  1830 .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  S p e n c e r ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
r e m a i n e d  f a r m e r s .  The l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  m i l l s ,  b o o t  and  
shoe shops ,  and w i r e  m i l l s  w e r e  l a r g e l y  s u p p l i e d  b y  n a t i v e  
f a m i l  i e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : A v e r y  1  i m i t e d  number o f  s u r v i v a l s  o u t s i d e  t h e  
c e n t e r ;  t w o - s t o r y ,  c e n t r a l  ch imney  f o r m s  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  and 
one t w o - s t o r y ,  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  and  an  end  ch imney ,  a l l  f i v e  b a y s ,  
w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  f o u r - b a y  e x a m p l e  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  Bacon 
H i l l  r o a d  and C h i c k e r i n g  w h i c h  d i s p l a y s  Greek e x t e r i o r  t r i m  b u t  
t h e  f o r m  o f  a  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g  as  w e l l  as  o l d e r  sash .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Cup01 a  and be1 1  added t o  1 7 7 1  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  1801 ; 
B a p t i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  N o r t h  S p e n c e r ,  1 8 2 0  (demo1 i s h e d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y ) .  E n g i n e  house,  1830 .  A t  l e a s t  t e n  s c h o o l  h o u s e s  b y  1795.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  P r o b a b l y  t a v e r n  s t a n d i n g  a t  S i l b y ' s  C o r n e r  o n  R o u t e  
9; t w o - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  r o o f .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  830 -1  8 7 0 )  

A .  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use.  I n  1841 ,  one 
W e s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  opens s e r v i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  SW o f  t h e  c e n t e r  
v i l l a g e .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  was s i g n i f i c a n t ,  more  t h a n  
d o u b l i n g  o v e r  t h e  f o r t y  y e a r  p e r i o d .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  decade,  t h e  
town  l o s t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  d r o p p i n g  t o  1 6 0 4  i n  1840,  b u t  g rew s t e a d i l y  
t h e r e a f t e r .  t h e  l a r g e s t  g r o w t h  was e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  5  
y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  when t h e  t o t a l  jumped f r o m  3024 t o  3952.  
D u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i m m i g r a t i o n  added t o  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  and c o n s t i t u t e d  22-24% o f  t h e  t o t a l .  The I r i s h  and 
C a n a d i a n s  came i n  n e a r l y  e q u a l  numbers  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  as  d i d  a  
s m a l l  number o f  E n g l i s h .  The number o f  a l l  emp loymen t  t y p e s  
expanded  w i  t h  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l  a t i o n ;  i n  1 8 2 0  a g r i c u l t u r e  e m p l o y e d  
1 5 4  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  6 0  w h i l e  t w e n t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  f i g u r e s  were  
369 and  172  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

From 1 8 3 2  t h e  town h a d  a  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  f u n d e d  b y  t h e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  u n t i l  t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  town  i n  1856.  Soon 
a f t e r ,  an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  L i b r a r y  was founded,  w h i c h  merged  w i t h  t h e  
Young P e o p l e ' s  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  i n  1864 ,  b e c o m i n g  pub1 i c  1870 .  
B o t h  t h e  U n i v e r s a l  i s t  and  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t i e s  d i s s o l v e d  ca .  1850 .  
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t h e  Methodis t  Episcopal  formed a  c l a s s  as e a r l y  a s  1831,  forming a  
church i n  1845. Most s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  l a r g e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
immigrant  popu la t ion  b rough t  a  miss ion  t o  t h e  town i n  1853. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

S i g n i f i c a n t  growth i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  a r e a  o c c u r s  both nor th  
and sou th  of Main S t r e e t  w i t h  development of i n d u s t r i a l ,  
commercial , and r e s i d e n t i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The secondary  i n d u s t r i a l  
focus  a t  Wire V i l l a g e  expands ,  and a  r a i l r o a d  v i l l a g e  develops  a t  
Spencer  Depot. Rural p o s t  o f f i c e  hamle ts  develop  i n  t h e  n o r t h  a t  
H i l l  s v i l l  e  and North Spence r .  

In t h e  c e n t e r ,  t e x t i l e  manufac tu r ing  c o n t i n u e s  t o  expand a long  
Valley S t r e e t  sou th  of Main S t r e e t .  Boot and shoe manufac tur ing  
i s  widespread a l o n g  Main S t r e e t ,  w i t h  many s m a l l e r  shops 
th roughou t  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The Main S t r e e t  commercial c l  u s t e r  
deve lops  between Map1 e  and E l m .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  remain 
f o r  t h e  most p a r t  on t h e  h i l l s i d e  of Main S t r e e t  e a s t  w i t h  t h e  
Universa l  i s t  Church (18331,  Methodis t  Church (1 8 4 7 ) ,  High School 
( 1 8 5 7 ) ,  and T h i r d  Congregat ional  Meetinghouse (1860) .  The town 
house (1839)  i s  l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  west a t  t h e  Main/Maple 
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  and t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church (1 853)  i s  d i s t i n c t l y  
s e p a r a t e  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  h igh land  a t  Maple /Prospec t .  

A d i s t i n c t  immigrant  worker r e s i d e n t i a l  zone emerges i n  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e  sou th  of Main S t r e e t ,  w i t h  s ing1  e - fami ly  
c o t t a g e s  and mu1 t i  - u n i t  s t r u c t u r e s  on Elm/Templ e ,  Mechanics ,  
Maple, and Ches tnu t  S t r e e t s ,  e x t e n d i n g  s o u t h  and u p  t h e  h i l l  t o  
P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t .  Higher income r e s i d e n c e s  l o c a t e  on t h e  h i l l s  on 
Cherry S t r e e t ,  and e a s t  on Main S t r e e t ,  and n o r t h  on High S t r e e t  
and P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  

Ou t s ide  t h e  c e n t e r  a r e a ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Wire V i l l a g e  t o  t h e  N E  
expands ,  w i t h  hous ing  e x t e n d i n g  sou th  on Paxton S t r e e t .  A 
s e t t l e m e n t  of r e s i d e n c e s  and boot  and shoe  shops deve lops  a t  
Spencer  Depot w i t h  t h e  opening  o f  r a i l r o a d  s e r v i c e  i n  1841. 

Economic Base: 

S p e n c e r ' s  economy and p o p u l a t i o n  exper i enced  a  s t e a d y  expans ion  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r a p i d  growth a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  
War. The t h r e e  major i n d u s t r i e s  remained boo t  and house making, 
t e x t i l e  manufac tu r ing ,  and w i r e  drawing;  by t h e  1  a t e  1830s ,  boot  
and shoe manufac tu r ing  was dominant.  The v a l u e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  
goods a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  through t h e  p e r i o d  a s  S p e n c e r ' s  farms began 
t o  t u r n  more towards d a i r y i n g  a n d  hay p r o d u c t i o n ,  w i t h  a  growing 
emphasis on t h e  s a l e  o f  raw m i l k  a s  b u t t e r  and cheese  p roduc t ion  
moved from t h e  farm t o  t h e  f a c t o r y .  

The p roduc t ion  of  l e a t h e r  goods,  l e d  by boo t s  and houses ,  
i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  a f t e r  a  s e t b a c k  d u r i n g  t h e  1837 pan ic  which 
c l o s e d  a  number of  shops .  In 1855,  328 men and women made 205,000 
p a i r s  of boo t s  va lued  a t  $410,000. Two t a n n i n g  and c u r r y i n g  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  produced n e a r l y  $59,000 worth of  h i d e s .  The C i v i l  
War f o r c e d  a  second,  t empora ry ,  s e t b a c k  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  a  r e s u l t  
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of  t h e  l o s s  of s o u t h e r n  markets  f o r  S p e n c e r ' s  cheap boo t s  and 
shoes .  A s u c c e s s f u l  swi t ch  t o  a  h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  p roduc t  r e s u l t e d  
i n  a  doub l ing  of  t h e  w o r k  f o r c e  and v a l u e  of boo t s  produced by 
1870. The work f o r c e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  1108 by 1875 ( n e a r l y  1 / 5  of t h e  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n )  i n  12  f i r m s ,  which produced more t h a n  $2 m i l l i o n  
w o r t h  of boots  a n d  s h o e s .  The l a r g e s t  f i r m  was t h a t  of I s a a c  
Prouty  and C o . ,  which o p e r a t e d  on Main S t r e e t  in  a l a r g e  complex 
of frame a n d  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  (now demol i shed) .  Most boot  and shoe 
shops a n d  f a c t o r i e s  were c l u s t e r e d  i n  Spencer  C e n t e r ;  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  was t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  Lyford Boot Fac to ry  and a  shoe 
shop i n  Spencer  Depot a long  t h e  Boston and Albany R a i l r o a d .  

The t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  was a l s o  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  town 's  C e n t e r ,  
where i n  1870,  3  m i l l s  were l o c a t e d  on a  small  s t r eam sou th  of 
Main S t .  A f o u r t h  m i l l  o p e r a t e d  on the Seven Mile River  west of 
t h e  Cen te r .  P roduc t ion  in  t h e  m i l l s  i n c l  uded b r o a d c l o t h ,  
s a t i n e t s ,  c a s s i m e r e s ,  c o t t o n  s h e e t i n g ,  y a r n s ,  denims and b a t t i n g .  
Woolen manufac tur ing  predominated through t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  du r ing  
t h e  1840s ,  t h r e e  of t h e  f o u r  m i l l s  then  in  o p e r a t i o n  b r i e f l y  
produced c o t t o n  goods. A s h i f t  t o  f i n e r  woolen goods a f t e r  t h e  
C i v i l  War boosted p r o d u c t i o n ;  i n  1875,  t h r e e  woolen m i l l s  employed 
109 o p e r a t i v e s  and produced goods work  $340,000. A n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  
f i g u r e  i n  S p e n c e r ' s  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  was William Upham, who came 
t o  Spencer  from Warren i n  1845. He e v e n t u a l l y  he ld  i n t e r e s t s  i n  
a l l  f o u r  of t h e  town ' s  t e x t i l e  m i l l s .  In 1876,  he j o i n e d  w i t h  a  
Mr. Sagendorph i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  new woolen mi l l  on Mill 
S t .  i n  t h e  town Cen te r .  

The w i r e  i n d u s t r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  more t h a n  t e n f o l d  growth i n  
p roduc t ion  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  In 1832,  5 m a n u f a c t o r i e s  employing 
1 6  produced 36 t o n s  of w i r e ,  v a l u e s  a t  $182,700. A s i g n i f i c a n t  
f i g u r e  i n  t h i s  growth was Richard Sugden, who i n  1845 emigra ted  
from England. In 1847 he a n d  Nathaniel  Myrick - a  f e l l o w  worker 
i n  a  L e i c e s t e r  Wire Manufatory-  purchased t h e  w i r e  drawing m i l l s  
i n  S p e n c e r ' s  Upper Wire V i l l a g e .  A t h i r d  m i l l ,  o p e r a t i n g  a t  t h e  
Lower Wire V i l l a g e  s i n c e  1830,  was purchased  by Sugden i n  1876; 
a l l  t h r e e  were i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  Spencer  Wire Co. Other  metal 
working t r a d e s  i n  Spencer  i n c l u d e d  2  s c y t h e  and hoe m a n u f a c t o r i e s  
which o p e r a t e d  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1850s ,  a small  t i n w a r e  manufac tu re r  
between t h e  1850s and 1870s ,  and s e v e r a l  bl acksmi t h s .  

Lumber and woodworking were i m p o r t a n t  minor i n d u s t r i e s .  By 1865 
more than 1  m i l l i o n  f e e t  of  boards  were c u t  i n  f i v e  s a w m i l l s ,  an 
i n c r e a s e  from t h e  300,000 f e e t  c u t  i n  1845. From 2000 t o  more 
than  3000 c o r d s  t h e  town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  inc luded  c h a i r s  and 
f u r n i t u r e  made i n  tow small  shops  d u t i n g  t h e  1840s and 1850s ;  
r a i l r o a d  c a r s ,  wagons and s l e i g h s  d u r i n g  t h e  1850s ;  boot  boxes ;  
wheel p o l e s ;  c o f f i n s ;  and s a s h ,  d o o r s ,  and b l i n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  1830s 
and ' 4 0 s ,  and provided p a r t - t i m e  home employment t o  a s  many as 100 
of S p e n c e r ' s  women. Garment manufac tu re ,  begun i n  t h e  1840s ,  
employed more than  40 women a t  i t s  peak. 

Two powder m i l l s ,  which produced 162,000 I b s .  of powder i n  1837, 
o p e r a t e d  u n t i l  1840 when they  were d e s t r o y e d  by e x p l o s i o n s .  One 
m i l l  was r e b u i l t  b u t  a  second e x p l o s i o n  i n  1853 ended t h e  i n d u s t r y  
i n  Spencer .  The powder produced was s o l d  l a r g e l y  t o  r a i l r o a d  
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companies f o r  use i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e i r  r a i l  l i n e s ,  a s  wel l  a s  
t o  t h e  Quincy  G r a n i t e  Co. and o t h e r  q u a r r i e s .  

The i n c r e a s e d  emphasis  on d a i r y i n g  and t h e  s a l e  of  raw m i l k  by 
S p e n c e r ' s  f a rmers  a f t e r  t h e  1860s marked a  s h i f t  away from 
cheese-and-but te r -making  on t h e  farm. By 1870,  a  cheese  f a c t o r y  
was i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of H i l l s v i l l e ;  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  
milk s a l e s  reached 210,000 g a l l o n s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Double chimney, two-s to ry  houses occur  i n f r e q u e n t l y  
o u t s i d e  t h e  Cen te r  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p o r t i o n  of t h e  p e r i o d .  
C l u s t e r  of g a b l e  end ,  Greek p e r i o d  s i d e  passage p l a n s  a t  South 
Spencer  a s  well  a s  an unusual double  house w i t h  doors  i n  t h e  g a b l e  
ends  ( d a t e  u n c e r t a i n ) .  Cen te r  v i l l a g e  c o n t a i n s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
number of w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  domest ic  s t r u c t u r e s  spanning  a l l  popu la r  
s t y l e s  and forms of t h e  p e r i o d ,  from modest g a b l e  end Greek houses 
t o  e l  a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l  ed I t a l  i a n a t e  and Second Empire dwell i n g s .  
t h e s e  range a long  Route 9  and i n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  neighborhoods t o  t h e  
n o r t h  and s o u t h .  E a r l i e r  houses seem t o  occur  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  
t h e  c e n t u r y  a l o n g  Route 9 .  Of s p e c i a l  no te  i s  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  
t h ree -bay  temp1 e  f r o n t  I o n i c  house w i  t h  domed, oc tagonal  cup01 a  
and wraparound porch;  t h e  v e r t i c a l  board c a r r i a g e  and worker 
hous ing  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  Cen te r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : 1771 meet inghouse " r e p a i r e d " ,  1838,  and t u r n e d  t o  
f a c e  s o u t h ;  b u i l d i n g  burns  i n  1862 and i s  r e p l a c e d  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  
w i t h  p r e s e n t  o n e - s t o r y ,  frame Congregat ional  church .  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
church e r e c t e d  on c o r n e r  of Main and Wall S t r e e t s ,  1833,  l a t e r  
s o l d  and used a s  boot  f a c t o r y  ( p r e s e n t e d  f a c t o r y  on s i t e  many 
i n c o r p o r a t e  c h u r c h ) .  Methodis t  church e r e c t e d ,  1847. S t .  Mary's 
Roman C a t h o l i c ,  frame c h u r c h ,  b u i l t  i n  1853. New e n g i n e  house,  
1849. Two-story, f rame(  ? )  gab1 e  end school  w i t h  r e c e s s e d  f i r s t  
f l o o r  e n t r y  s h e l t e r e d  by double  p o r t i c o  of t r i p l e  a r c h e s  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  t r i m  b u i l t  on Route 9 ,  1856. T h r e e - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  
D i s t r i c t  9 school  b u i l t ,  1867. Between 1867-88, s i x  b r i c k  s c h o o l s  
were e r e c t e d .  

IX. L A T E  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 870-1 91 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

In 1878 s e r v i c e  opens on a  branch l i n e  from t h e  Boston Albany 
R a i l r o a d  a t  Spencer  Depot N E  t o  Spencer  Cen te r .  By t h e  1890s ,  
e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t c a r  s e r v i c e  i s  i n  p l a c e  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t ,  from t h e  
e a s t  on t h e  Worcester  and S u b u r b  and S t r e e t  Rai lway,  and from t h e  
wes t  on t h e  Spence r ,  B r o o k f i e l d  and Warren S t r e e t  Railway. The 
two 1  i n e s  meet i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  town ha1 1  . 

P o p u l a t i o n :  

The growth t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  Pe r iod  
a c c e l e r a t e d  f o r  a n o t h e r  twenty y e a r s  s o  t h a t  t h e  t o t a l  doub les  
form 3952 i n  1870 t o  8747 i n  1890. I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  new 
immigra t ion  by French Canadians can accoun t  f o r  a  l a r g e  p a r t  of  
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t h i s  expans ion :  wh i l e  B r i t i s h  American immigrants  numbered only  
351 i n  1865,  t h e  French Canadians numbered 1222 t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .  
The f o r e i g n - b o r n  group d u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r  reached i t s  h i g h e s t  
p r o p o r t i o n ,  32%, a t  t h e  same t ime.  The I r i s h  con t inued  t o  come i n  
l a r g e  numbers, though now e q u a l i n g  l e s s  than  h a l f  t h e  number of 
French Canadians.  Seve ra l  Engl ishmen, w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of Swedes 
from 1895,  came t o  t h e  town. The l a s t  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  of  t h i s  
p e r i o d  brought  t h e  f i r s t  p o p u l a t i o n  decl i n e  of any s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
dropping  t o  5994 by 1915. This  was p a r a l l e l e d  by a  drop i n  t h e  
number of f o r e i g n  born i n  t h e  town, f a l l i n g  t o  17.8% by 1915. 
During t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  employment t y p e s  were q u i t e  s t a b l e :  
a g r i c u l  t u r e  empl oyed c a .  250 men, manufac tu r ing  c a .  1300; on ly  
female employment changed w i t h  t h e  number growing from c a .  150 t o  
500. Both groups e x p e r i e n c e d  a  d i p  from 1905 t o  1915. 

Severa l  of  t h e  P r o t e s t a n t s  denominat ions  expe r i enced  a  
r e j u v e n a t i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d :  a  second Universa l  i s t  s o c i e t y  
formed i n  1877,  fo l lowed  by a  B a p t i s t  i n  1885. The l a r g e  number 
of French Canadians s t r e t c h e d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  
church .  The expans ion  brought  t h e  fo rma t ion  of a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h  
i n  1872, when t h e  town i n c l u d e d  c a .  2500 C a t h o l i c s .  By 1887,  t h e  
numbers a s  well  a s  t h e  d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  groups w i t h i n  t h e  community 
l e d  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  two p a r i s h e s .  The I r i s h  group worshipped 
i n  t h e  new Holy Rosary church whi l e  t h e  French Canadians took ove r  
t h e  o l d  church u n t i l  b u i l d i n g  t h e  new S t .  Mary ' s ,  nex t  door  t o  
Holy Rosary,  i n  1903. 

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

No major changes appear  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
c e n t e r s .  F u r t h e r  expans ion  of  t h e  c e n t e r  a r e a  i s  s t i m u l a t e d  a f t e r  
t h e  1878 r a i l r a o d  branch connec t ion  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  
depo t  between Elm and Mechanic S t r e e t .  To t h e  n o r t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  
i n f i l l  and e x t e n s i o n  o c c u r s  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  o u t  t o  S m i t h v i l l e  
Road and on Lincoln  S t r e e t  beyond Wilson S t r e e t .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
i n f i l l  o c c u r s  on t h e  High S t r e e t  high income c o r r i d o r .  To t h e  
w e s t ,  development e x t e n d s  on Main S t r e e t ,  and i n t o  a  new 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  on t h e  h igh land  n o r t h  of Main ( S c h o o l ,  B e l l ,  
F r a n k l i n ,  South ,  Crown S t r e e t s ) .  To t h e  e a s t ,  l i n e a r  i n f i l l  
o c c u r s  on Main S t r e e t ,  w i t h  a  p a r a l l e l  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  Cherry 
S t r e e t  high income c o r r i d o r  e a s t  beyond Ash t o  Dale S t r e e t .  
Development of t h i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  sou th  of Main S t r e e t ,  
a l s o  o c c u r s  on Erving  and Summit S t r e e t s  w i t h  t h e  e a s t e r n  boundary 
of G r e e n v i l l e  Road, and t h e  s o u t h e r n  l i m i t  on Holmes and Cot tage  
S t r e e t s .  Nor theas t  of Main S t r e e t  development moves wes t  on Grove 
S t r e e t  t o  Has t ings  Road, w i t h  some s i d e  s t r e e t  growth t o  t h e  e a s t  
and n o r t h  on Park S t r e e t .  To t h e  s o u t h ,  i n f i l l  and e x t e n s i o n  of  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  French C a n a d i a n / I r i s h  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  devel ops 
Val ley  Temple, Mechanic and Maple S t r e e t s ,  sou th  t o  P a r e n t ,  
Langvin,  and Bemis S t r e e t s ,  e a s t  on C la rk  S t r e e t  t o  Ash. 

Wi t h i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  t h e  e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n d u s t r i a l  a r e a s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
be a c t i v e ,  w i t h  one a d d i t i o n  of an i n t e n s i v e  
w h o l e s a l i n g / i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t  around t h e  depot  between E l m  and 
Mechanic S t r e e t  on Wall S t r e e t .  A major  expans ion  a l s o  t a k e s  
p l a c e  on t h e  Prouty  Boot Manufac tur ing  f a c t o r y  n o r t h  of Main 
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S t r e e t  o p p o s i t e  Mechanic S t r e e t .  The commercial f o c u s ,  wi th  a 
number of t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b l o c k s ,  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on Main S t r e e t  
between Mechanic a n d  Elm S t r e e t .  The Main S t r e e t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a r e a  p e r s i s t s  between t h e  new town Hall  (1872)  a n d  t h e  
Congregat ional  Church, w i th  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  Prouty  High School 
( 1 8 8 8 ) ,  B a p t i s t  Church (18851,  and t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church (1882 
on Lincoln  S t r e e t ) .  The Sugden L i b r a r y  (18881,  however, i s  b u i l t  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  commercial c e n t e r ,  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  The Roman 
C a t h o l i c  focus  remains a p a r t  however, wi th  new I r i s h  (1887)  and 
French churches  a long  Maple S t r e e t .  Seve ra l  b r i c k  s c h o o l s  a r e  
b u i l t  t h roughou t  t h e  v i l l a g e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: 

The p o s t - C i v i l  War expans ion  and r a p i d  p o p u l a t i o n  growth con t inued  
i n t o  t h e  1880s.  Between 1865 and 1890,  p o p u l a t i o n  n e a r l y  t r i p l e d  
from 3024 t o  a  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  peak of 8747,  a f i g u r e  n o t  s u r p a s s e d  
u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1960s.  Th i s  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n ,  paced l a r g e l y  by t h e  
boot  and shoe i n d u s t r y ' s  r i s e  t o  t h i r d  p l a c e  i n  t h e  coun ty ,  p l a c e  
Spencer  behind only Worcester  and F i t c h b u r g  i n  Worces ter  County 
and 32nd i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t o t a l  v a l u e  of manufac tured  goods in  
1885. That  y e a r  84 e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  20 d i f f e r e n t  i n d u s t r i e s  
employed a b o u t  1300 i n  t h e  p roduc t ion  of $3.6 m i l l i o n  worth of 
goods. T h i s  growth was a i d e d  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  r a i l  l i n e  
from t h e  Boston and Albany R a i l r o a d  i n  Spencer  Depot t o  t h e  
C e n t e r ,  and f o s t e r e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of two b a n k s :  t h e  Spencer  
Sav ings  Bank i n  1871 and t h e  Spencer  Nat ional  Bank i n  1875. Gas 
Works were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1886 a n d  by 1888,  12 mi le s  of  gas  pope 
were l a i d .  Spencer  a l s o  developed i n t o  a  r e g i o n a l  commercial 
c e n t e r  w i t h  92 t r a d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  by 1905. 

A p e r i o d  of s t e a d i l y  d e c l i n i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  between 1890 
and 1920. However, t h e  v a l u e  of  manufac tures  con t inued  t o  
i n c r e a s e ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  impact  of mechanized i n d u s t r y  and 
i n c r e a s e d  p roduc t  v a l u e .  By 1920 p roduc t ion  was va lued  a t  n e a r l y  
$6 m i l l i o n  ; t h e  n u m b e r  of pe r sons  employed was abou t  t h e  same a s  
i n  1885,  s u g g e s t i n g  much of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  decl i n e  was a  r e s u l t  of 
l o s s e s  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and t r a d e s  s e c t o r s .  

The l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  boo t  and shoe manufac tu r ing ,  con t inued  t o  
i n c r e a s e  through t h e  p e r i o d .  By 1900 s a l e s  t o t a l l e d  n e a r l y  $3 
m i l l i o n  and employment was ove r  1400. The major f i r m  was t h a t  of 
I s a a c  Prouty  & C o . ,  which a l s o  o p e r a t e d  i t s  own t a n n e r y .  
Mechaniza t ion ,  changes i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  caused 
many s m a l l e r  f i r m s  t o  c l o s e  through t h e  p e r i o d .  In 1916 t h e  
Al l en -Squ i re  Co. purchased  and occup ied  4  former boot  and shoe  
f a c t o r i e s  and became one of t h e  l a r g e s t  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of men's 
work shoes  i n  New England,  employing 400 o p e r a t i v e s .  

Wire drawing a l s o  expanded. The Spencer  Wire Co. by 1916 and a  
c a p a c i t y  of producing  6.5 m i l l i o n  pounds of w i r e  a n n u a l l y ;  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  p l a n t ' s  c a p a c i t y  was doubled.  In 1899 a 
Worcester  p l a n t  was e r e c t e d ,  which by 1916 exceeded t h e  Spencer  
p l a n t ' s  p r o d u c t i o n .  

T e x t i l  e  manufac tu r ing  a1 so expanded though no t  n e a r l y  a s  g r e a t l y  
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as t h e  footwear  and w i r e  i n d u s t r i e s .  By 1900,  4  woolen m i l l s ,  a 
k n i t t i n g  m i l l ,  and underwear f a c t o r y ,  a  shoddy m i l l ,  and t e n  
garment shops and f a c t o r i e s  o p e r a t e d  i n  Spencer .  Other  i n d u s t r i e s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  paper  and wooden box manufac tu re ,  
s e v e r a l  b a k e r i e s ,  and a s  many a s  12 b u i l d i n g  f i r m s .  

A g r i c u l t u r e  on S p e n c e r ' s  d e c r e a s i n g  farm a c r e a g e  i n t e n s i f i e d  
through t h e  p e r i o d .  Wood1 ands i n c r e a s e d  n e a r l y  5 - fo l  d between 
1865-1 91 5 ,  and unimproved a c r e a g e  more than doubled.  However, t h e  
t o t a l  number of  a c r e s  devoted t o  hay,  o r c h a r d s ,  and p r i n c i p a l  
c r o p s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y .  By 1905 t h e  town 
c o n t a i n e d  133 farms p r a c t i c i n g  mixed fa rming ,  26 d a i r y  f a rms ,  2  
egg and p o u l t r y  farms and 2  f l o r i s t s .  Da i ry ing  accounted  f o r  41% 
of  t h e  $294,000 v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods i n  1905,  wi th  409,000 
g a l l o n s  of mi lk ,  49,000 I b s .  of b u t t e r ,  and 28,000 q u a r t s  of cream 
marketed.  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  development e x c e p t  i n  c e n t e r  where popular  
s t y 1  e s  c o n t i n u e ,  a n d  some t h r e e - d e c k e r s  were no ted .  Worker 
hous ing  s u r v i v e s  a t  Upper Wire V i l l a g e .  Ea r ly  20th c e n t u r y  
c o t t a g e s  on S t i l e s  R e s e r v o i r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Congregat ional  church e n l a r g e d ,  1881 & 1885,  new 
b r i c k  B a p t i s t  church on c o r n e r  of Main and A s h  ( r a z e d ,  ca  1 9 0 9 ? ) .  
Church of t h e  Holy Rosary ,  b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c ,  e r e c t e d  between 
1883-87. S t .  Mary 's  becomes French Canadian church ,  1886;  new 
"Venet ian  G o t h i c " ,  b r i c k  S t .  Mary's e r e c t e d ,  1903. Prouty  High 
School ,  2  and 1 / 2  - s t o r y .  Romanesque b r i c k  b u i l d i n g ,  e r e c t e d  
1888. Richard Sugden Memorial L i b r a r y  bu i l  t ,  1889;  s ing1  e - s t o r y ,  
b r i c k  Romanesque b u i l d i n g  des igned  by H . G .  Wad1 i n .  Second town 
h a l l  e r e c t e d  i n  1871. Brick Romanesque f i r e  house s u r v i v e s  from 
p e r i o d .  

Commercial : T h r e e - s t o r y ,  seven-bay I t a l  i a n a t e  Massasoi t Hotel 
b u i l t  on Main S t r e e t ,  1873,  burned 1982. Farmers & Mechanics 
Assoc. b u i l d i n g ,  1889;  Spencer  Nat ional  Bank, 1875. Seve ra l  n i c e  
pe r iod  commercial s t r u c t u r e s ,  b r i c k  and frame wi th  r e c o g n i z a b l e  
s t o r e  f r o n t s  s u r v i v e  a l o n g  Route 9 .  Ea r ly  20th c e n t u r y  ba th  
houses s u r v i v e  a t  Meadow Pond. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : Four th  q u a r t e r  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  m i l l  b u i l d i n g  a t  
Upper Wire V i l l a g e .  

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD (1 91 5-1 940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Main S t r e e t  i s  improved e a r l y  a s  t h e  main Boston-New York a u t o  
r o u t e  ( r o u t e  5-Yellowstone T r a i l ,  l a t e r  Route 20 ,  f i n a l l y  Route 9 )  
u n t i l  t h e  Route 20 sou thwes t  c u t - o f f  i s  completed i n  t h e  1930s .  
By 1940 t h e  road from Char l ton  Depot through Spencer  Cen te r  and 
H i l l  s v i l l  e  t o  Paxton Cen te r  (Char1 ton  Road-Pleasant  S t r e e t - N o r t h  
Spencer  Road) i s  upgraded a s  p a r t  of Route 31. 
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

The pe r iod  of d e c l i n e  r e v e r s e d  i t s e l f  a f t e r  1920,  and popu la t ion  
grew s lowly  from 5930 t h a t  y e a r  t o  6641 i n  1940. The number of 
f o r e i g n - b o r n  w i t h i n  t h e  town d e c l i n e d  s h a r p l y  from 17.8% i n  1915 
t o  9.8% i n  1940. A g r i c u l t u r e  employment decl  ined  s h a r p l y  t o  l e s s  
t h a n  20% what i t  had been i n  1915. Also i n  manufac tu r ing ,  t h e  
number of  male employees d e c l i n e d  by ca .  200, a n d  from 60 t o  53% 
of a l l  make employment. Depression p u t  s e v e r a l  men o u t  of work, 
150 ,  and i n t o  emergency employment, 70. Female employment 
remained s t e a d y  a s  j u s t  o v e r  400. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Some i n f i l l  and p e r i p h e r a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  made t o  
Spencer  Cen te r .  Co t t ages  a r e  b u i l t  on most of t h e  ponds, 
i n c l u d i n g  Brooks Pond i n  t h e  Northwest ,  Sugden R e s e r v o i r  (Lambs 
Grove) and Lake Whittemore i n  t h e  e a s t ,  Meadow Pond i n  t h e  
s o u t h w e s t ,  and S t i l e s  R e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  Spencer  S t a t e  
F o r e s t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of town. A C C C  Camp i s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  o n  Thompson's Pond. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Fol lowing t h e  F i r s t  World w a r ,  Spencer  s u s t a i n e d  a  s lower  economic 
growth b u t  r eco rded  a p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime s i n c e  
t h e  1880s .  By 1920 t h e  town ranked 1 6 t h  i n  Worcester  Co. i n  
manufac tur ing  a s  o t h e r  towns and c i t i e s  s u r p a s s e d  i t  i n  growth. 
The Depress ion  of t h e  1930s s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  town ' s  economic 
h e a l t h  a n d  h a l t e d  p o p u l a t i o n  growth. By 1931,  two of t h e  t h r e e  
t e x t i l e  m i l l s  in  t h e  t o w n ' s  c e n t e r  and t h e  shoddy m i l l  were gone; 
t h e  W e s t v i l l e  m i l l  suspended o p e r a t i o n s ;  t h e  t h r e e  Upper Wire 
V i l l a g e  m i l l s  of t h e  Wickmire - Spencer  S t e e l  Co. ( a  merger of 
Spencer  Wire Co. and and Wickwire S t e e l  Co. of B u f f a l o  o c c u r r e d  
around 1920)  were v a c a n t .  Only t h e  P rou ty  and Al l en -Squ i re  boot  
and shoe f a c t o r i e s ,  s e v e r a l  box f a c t o r i e s  formed i n  t h e  1920s ,  and 
t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  wors ted  Mill i n  Spencer  Cen te r  con t inued  t o  
o p e r a t e .  

Li t t l  e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  town 's  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  r e a d i l y  
a v a i l a b l e .  Da i ry ing ,  poul t r y - f a r m i n g ,  o r c h a r d i n g ,  and market  
ga rden ing  were t h e  major pursui t s  on S p e n c e r ' s  d i m i n i s h i n g  farm 
a c r e a g e .  Access t o  Worcester  by and e l e c t r i c  r a i l w a y  and 
p o p u l a r i t y  of t h e  t o w n  a s  a  summer r e s o r t  both b e f o r e  and a f t e r  
t h e  F i r s t  World War removed f u r t h e r  l a n d  from c u l t i v a t i o n  and 
s t i m u l a t e d  s u b u r b a n i z a t i o n .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Spencer



E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  major development i n  domest ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
no ted .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Ca. 1940 b r i c k  Co lon ia l  Revival town h a l l .  S t .  
J o s e p h ' s  Abbey e r e c t e d  n o r t h  o f  c e n t e r  of f i e 1  d s t o n e ,  1950-57, 
Harol d Meachum, a r c h i t e c t .  

Commercial: Wel l -main ta ined  d i n e r  i n  c e n t e r  on Route 9.  

XI. SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

I n t e r e s t i n g  p o s t  f o u n d a t i o n  barn of r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
noted  on Bacon H i l l  Road. Inven to ry  i s  ve ry  s p a r s e ,  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  
e n t i r e l y  on c e n t e r .  Wealth of s i g n i f i c a n t  houses i n  c e n t e r  shoul d 
be p r o p e r l y  r e c o r d e d ;  a1 mos t a1 1  a r e  we1 1  - p r e s e r v e d .  
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