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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: JANUARY 1983 COMMUNITY: SHUTESBURY -- 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

S h u t e s b u r y ' s  27 s q u a r e  m i l e s  i s  t h e  1 2 t h  l a r g e s t  t o t a l  among 
F r a n k l i n  County towns. The community i s  one  of  t h e  sou the rnmos t  
towns w i t h i n  t h e  coun ty  b o r d e r i n g  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  boundary of  
Hampshire County.  The town i s  dominated  by a  complex of  rugged ,  
broken  u p l a n d s .  One s e c t i o n  c o n s i s t s  of  a  l e d g e  t h a t  
o v e r l o o k s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  West Branch of  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r .  
These u p l a n d s  g e n e r a l l y  r e a c h  between 900 f e e t  and 1200 f e e t  i n  
e l e v a t i o n .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  a n  unnamed h i l l  (1270 f e e t )  
l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one  m i l e  s o u t h w e s t  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  
S h u t e s b u r y .  S h u t e s b u r y  V i l l a g e  i s  s i t u a t e d  on  one  of  t h e  h i g h e s t  
e l e v a t i o n s  (1225 f e e t )  i n  town. A d d i t i o n a l  e l e v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  
A m e s  H i l l  (1097 f e e t )  which o v e r l o o k s  Lake Wyola, M t .  M i n e r a l  
(1165 f e e t )  s o u t h e a s t  of  Ames H i l l ,  a n  unnamed h i l l  (1194 f e e t )  
s o u t h e a s t  of  S h u t e s b u r y  V i l l a g e  and J a n u a r y  H i l l s  (945  f e e t )  i n  
s o u t h w e s t e r n  S h u t e s b u r y .  The t o w n ' s  two l a r g e s t  waterways ,  t h e  
W e s t  Branch o f  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  and  i t s  main c o u r s e ,  c u t  t h r o u g h  
t h e  e a s t e r n  u p l a n d s  and d r a i n  i n t o  t h e  Quabb in  R e s e r v o i r  on t h e  
s o u t h e r n m o s t  p o r t i o n  o f  S h u t e s b u r y ' s  e a s t e r n  boundary .  Comple t ion  
of  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  i n u n d a t i o n  o f  
p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  towns of S h u t e s b u r y ,  Pelham and New Salem. 
Lake Wyola, s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  town ' s n o r t h w e s t e r n  cornel; i s  Shu tesbury  ' s 
o n l y  n a t u r a l  body o f  f r e s h w a t e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  as  Roadtown i n  1735 from L a n c a s t e r  w i t h  w e s t e r n  
boundary a t  Hadley (Amherst)  and Sunder l and  ( L e v e r e t t )  f rom 1673. 
S o u t h e r n  boundary d e f i n e d  by e q u i v a l e n t  l a n d s  (Pelham) i n  1736 and 
e a s t e r n  boundary w i t h  N e w  Salem i n  1753 ( s o u t h  p a r t  now i n c l u d e d  
w i t h i n  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r ) .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town of  S h u t e s b u r y  i n  
1761  i n c l u d i n g  n o r t h e r n  d i s t r i c t  t o  E r v i n g s h i r e  (Wendel l )  . N o r t h e r n  
boundary d e f i n e d  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  of  Wendel l  i n  1 7 8 1  from S h u t e s b u r y  
and  s o u t h e a s t  boundary w i t h  P r e s c o t t  i n  1822 from New Salem, 
s u b s e q u e n t l y  r eannexed  t o  New Salem i n  1927 w i t h  c r e a t i o n  of  Quabbin 
R e s e r v o i r  a l o n g  S w i f t  R i v e r .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  suburban  h i l l  town o n  s e c o n d a r y  c o r r i d o r  between Amherst and 
A t h o l .  Locate 'd i n  c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  d r a i n a g e  t o  S w i f t  R i v e r  
and  C o n n e c t i c u t  v a l l e y  and s u s p e c t e d  n a t i v e  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l  around 
Lake Wyola. S e t t l e d  d u r i n g  mid-18th c e n t u r y  a s  Roadtown on L a n c a s t e r  
highway t o  Sunder l and  w i t h  mee t inghouse  l o c a t i o n  a t  Shu tesbury  Cen te r  
and g a r r i s o n  f o r t  s i t e  on Wendel l  Road d u r i n g  F r e n c h  and I n d i a n  War. 
E a r l y  m i l l i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  deve loped  a t  Locks V i l l a g e  and Roar ing  
Brook b e f o r e  R e v o l u t i o n .  S h u t e s b u r y  Cen te r  remained  as l o c a l  c i v i c  
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f o c u s  th rough  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  landmark F e d e r a l  meetinghouse 
and w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  P r e s c o t t  Road t o  West Cemetery 
and o r i g i n a l  farmsteads  on Wendell ,  Pelham H i l l  and C o o l y v i l l e  Road 
up lands .  Loca l  economic c e n t e r  developed a t  Locks V i l l a g e  d u r i n g  
mid-19th c e n t u r y  w i t h  m i l l  dam a t  Lake Wyola and Greek Rev iva l  
church  on Wendell l i n e .  Attempted r e s o r t  development  a t  Minera l  
Mountain s p r i n g s  a f t e r  C i v i l  War w i t h  no s u r v i v i n g  ev idence .  Dairy 
farming remained a s  upland a g r i c u l t u r e  th rough  e a r l y  20th c e n t u r y  
w i t h  summer r e s o r t  c o t t a g e s  a t  Lake Wyola. P r e s e n t  development 
most e v i d e n t  a s  a f f l u e n t  suburban expans ion  from Amherst t o  P r a t t s  
Corner  and B a c o n v i l l e  w i t h  pr imary  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  Route 
202. Shutesbury  Cen te r  r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r  around 
town g r e e n ,  w h i l e  Locks V i l l a g e  remains  a s  l o c a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f o c u s  
around Lake Wyola. 

I V  . CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

I n t e r m e d i a t e  h i g h l a n d  c o r r i d o r  between Quabbin v a l l e y  and Connect i-  
c u t  R i v e r .  Probably  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  from S w i f t  River  t o  Roaring 
Brook may have fo l lowed  a x i s  of C o o l e y v i l l e - L e v e r e t t  Road over  
Shutesbury  c e n t e r  h i l l .  Con jec tu red  nor th - sou th  t r a i l  from S w i f t  
R ive r  t o  Lake Wyola may have fo l lowed  Camel Brook t o  Locks Pond 
Road. L i k e l y  s o u t h e a s t  r o u t e  from Sunder land t o  Pelham Brook 
a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  a x i s  of Old County Road through P r a t t s  Corner .  
Other  p o s s i b l e  t r a i l s  may have been l o c a t e d  a c r o s s  Pelham H i l l  
Road t o  Shutesbury  Center  h i l l .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  P e r i o d  occupa t ion  was 
p robab ly  l i m i t e d  because  of t h e  a r e a ' s  h i l l y  t e r r a i n  and absence  
of l a r g e  f r e s h w a t e r  b o d i e s  o r  waterways. P e r i o d  s i tes  most l i k e l y  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Lake Wyola, t h e  W e s t  Branch ( S w i f t  
R ive r )  v a l l e y  and under t h e  w a t e r s  of t h e  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r .  Addi- 
t i o n a l  s i tes  may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  g e n t l e  up lands  of 
c e n t r a l  Shu tesbury .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Some n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have been under taken  on t h e  g e n t l e  
up lands  immediately n o r t h  of Lake Wyola and t h e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  S w i f t  
R ive r  V a l l e y  inunda ted  by t h e  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r .  Na t ive  f i s h i n g  
p robab ly  took p l a c e  on Lake Wyola 's  g e n t l e  u p l a n d s ,  t h e  West Branch 
and t h e  former S w i f t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  (Quabbin  R e s e r v o i r )  and i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of  S h u t e s b u r y ' s  marshlands .  F i s h i n g  most  l i k e l y  occur red  
p r i m a r i l y  i n  Lake Wyola, t h e  West Branch and t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r .  

D .  Obse rva t ions :  

Shutesbury  was p robab ly  a  r e s o u r c e  s u p p o r t  a r e a  f o r  t h e  l a r g e  n a t i v e  
s e t t l e m e n t s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  Hadley and Sunder land lowlands.  Na t ive  
u s e  most l i k e l y  was h e a v i e s t  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n u .  l a t e  f a l l  and w i n t e r  
months. Those a r e a s  w i t h  t h e  greatest  potential  of extant period sites 
should  be n o r t h  of Lake Wyola and t h e  West Branch and S w i f t  R ive r  
V a l l e y s  ( i n c l u d e s  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r )  . 
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V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  i n t e r m e d i a t e  r o u t e s  from Connec t i cu t  
V a l l e y  t o  i n t e r i o r  h i g h l a n d s .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Shu tesbury  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be occupied  by s m a l l  t o  moderate 
s i z e d  hun t ing  and f i s h i n g  bands.  

The a r e a  l acked  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  1 7 3 0 ' s .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  were b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D. Economic Base: 

Na t ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  l i k e l y  remained s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
o u t l i n e d  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

Shutesbury  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  r e s o u r c e  
a r e a  by t h e  Norwottuck s e t t l e m e n t s  s i t u a t e d  i n  Sunder land and Hadley . 
C o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  was d i scouraged  by S h u t e s b u r y ' s  
absence  of h igh  q u a l i t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  C o n s i d e r a b l e  t r a c t s  of 
more p r o d u c t i v e  l and  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
V a l l e y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  L a n c a s t e r  Road 
t o  Sunder land (1735) a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w i n g  C o o l y v i l l e - L e v e r e t t  
Road from S w i f t  R ive r  t o  Roaring Brook (Hol land ,  1855, 11, p.429; 
S y l v e s t e r ,  1879,  11, p . 7 5 8 ) .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Roadtown g r a n t  and 
survey of l o t s  (1737) w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of meetinghouse a t  Shutesbury  
c e n t e r  (1739) formed b a s i c  highway d i v i s i o n  a l ignment  i n c l u d i n g  
nor th - sou th  Pelham H i l l ,  W e s t  Pelham, Town Farm, and Wendell-Locks 
Pond Road t o  Lake Wyola. Other  p e r i o d  highways i n c l u d e d  e a s t - w e s t  
P r e s c o t t  Road from Shu tesbury  C e n t e r  and Locks V i l l a g e  Road t o  
Montague and Wendell .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Shutesbury  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  occupied  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by s m a l l  
n a t i v e  bands i n t o  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

L i t t l e  growth o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  second 
h a l f  of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  c .1737,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  
c o n s i s t e d  of 7 f a m i l i e s .  By 1765,  t h e  community had i n c r e a s e d  t o  
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59 f a m i l i e s  (56 houses)  and 330 i n d i v i d u a l s .  T h i s  l a s t  f i g u r e  had 
a lmos t  doubled i n  1776 when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  598 i n d i v i d u a l s .  
A l a r g e  number of p e r i o d  se t t lers  were former r e s i d e n t s  of Lancas te r  
( S y l v e s t e r  1 8 7 9 : I I ,  7 5 8 ) .  A s u b s t a n t i a l  number a l s o  r e p o r t e d l y  
moved from Sudbury ( B a r b e r ,  1839: 11, 7 5 8 ) .  By t h e  end of t h e  
p e r i o d  a  s m a l l  B a p t i s t  f a c t i o n  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  predominant ly  
Congrega t iona l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  : 

None of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  secondary  s o u r c e s  l o c a t e  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i tes .  
C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  grew o u t  of a  1734 p e t i t i o n  f o r  l and  made by 
95 L a n c a s t e r  a r e a  l a b o r e r s  who c o n s t r u c t e d  a  p u b l i c  road from 
L a n c a s t e r  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r . S e t t l e m e n t  fo l lowed s h o r t l y  a f t e r  
t h e  p e t i t i o n ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  i n  1735. P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  town- 
s h i p  o f  "Roadtown" was p lanned and g e n e r a l l y  s c a t t e r e d  u n t i l  l a t e  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  A s m a l l  pr imary  s e t t l e m e n t  node had developed on 
t h e  s i t e  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Shu tesbury  C e n t e r  p robab ly  by t h e  l a t e  
1 7 4 0 ' s .  T h i s  l o c a t i o n  was t h e  s i t e  of t h e  community's f i r s t  meeting-  
house ( c . 1 7 3 9 ) .  A " f o r t "  was b u i l t  on Locks Pond Road approximate ly  
a  h a l f  m i l e  n o r t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Shutesbury  i n  c .1748.  By t h e  
1 7 5 0 1 s ,  a  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  node had p robab ly  been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of Lock ' s  v i l l a g e .  A d d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  set t le-  
ment p r o b a b l y  took p l a c e  on Locks Pond Road, L e v e r e t t  Road, Cooley- 
v i l l e  Road, P r e s c o t t  Road and Pelham H i l l  Road. The town emerged 
unscathed from t h e  I n d i a n  Wars of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

D. Economic Base: 

C o l o n i a l  se t t lers  focused  p r i m a r i l y  on l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  and 
p robab ly  lumbering.  Crop p r o d u c t i o n  was h indered  by t h e  a r e a ' s  
l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t y  of good a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  Local  i n d u s t r i a l  develop- 
ment was modest u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  The community's f i r s t  
m i l l  was p robab ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  sometime a f t e r  1737 when Jon B u r t  and 
o t h e r s  w e r e  c o n t r a c t e d  t o  b u i l d  and o p e r a t e  a  g r i s t  m i l l  f o r  l o c a l  
u s e  ( S y l v e s t e r  1879: 11, 759) . S h u t e s b u r y ' s  f i r s t  g r i s t m i l l  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  by Benjamin H a r r i s  i n  s o u t h e a s t e r n  Shutesbury  on H a r r i s  
Brook i n  c .1747.  Opera t ion  of a  t h i r d  m i l l  was begun i n  c.1754 
when J o n a s  Lock e s t a b l i s h e d  a  g r i s t  m i l l  on Lock 's  Pond probably  
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Locks V i l l a g e .  By 1771,  4 t a n n e r i e s  w e r e  
o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  community. However, t h i s  f i g u r e  may i n c l u d e  
t a n n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p r e s e n t  Wendell  s i n c e  it was t h e n  
p a r t  of Shutesbury .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

No d w e l l i n g s  of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  Houses 
of t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  p robab ly  modest s t r u c t u r e s ,  e i t h e r  c o t t a g e s  o r  

houses of t h r e e  bays wid th .  Cen te r  chimney p l a n s  undoubtedly 
predominated.  I n  1735, t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  of t h e  town v o t e d  t o  b u i l d  
a  meetinghouse w i t h  d imensions  of 40' x  30 '  x  2 0 ' ;  t h a t  f i r s t  
meetinghouse was n o t  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  however, and i n  1739, it was 
v o t e d  t o  b u i l d  a  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g .  The meetinghouse ( 4 5 '  
x  35 '  x  2 0 ' )  was completed i n  1740 and s t o o d  u n t i l  1820. A 30 '  
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V I I I  . 

A m i n e r a l  s p r i n g  d i s c o v e r e d  n e a r  t h e  town c e n t e r  i n  1808 became a  
p o p u l a r  a t t r a c t i o n  a f t e r  a  h o t e l  ( l a t e r  c a l l e d  t h e  P o o l  Tavern)  
was b u i l t  upon t h e  s p o t .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  houses  observed i n  t h e  f i e l d  
appeared  t o  d a t e  from t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Approximately a  dozen 
s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  no ted .  Near ly  a l l  of t h e s e  w e r e  modest c e n t e r  
chimney c o t t a g e s  w i t h  f i v e  bay f r o n t s  and g a b l e  r o o f s .  Examples 
w e r e  noted  on Wendell ,  P r e s c o t t ,  W e s t  Pelham, Pelham H i l l  and 
Montague Roads. A few s i d e h a l l  p l a n  c o t t a g e s ,  p robab ly  d a t i n g  from 
t h e  1820s ,  were obse rved  on P r e s c o t t  Road w e s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  
The o n l y  d a t e d  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney Benjamin 
Ray c o t t a g e  (1784) . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y ,  o rgan ized  i n  1787 from a  1778 
New Salem s o c i e t y ,  was t h e  s t r o n g e s t  r e l i g i o u s  body of t h e  p e r i o d .  
The p r e s e n t  F e d e r a t e d  Church (1827) was c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  union 
meetinghouse by t h e  f o u r  denominat ions  t h e n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  town, t h e  
B a p t i s t s ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s ,  U n i t a r i a n s  and U n i v e r s a l i s t s ,  w i t h  
t h e  B a p t i s t s  owning h a l f  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The Federa l /Greek 
Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  s t a n d s  two-and-a-half s t o r i e s  t a l l  w i t h  a  t h r e e  
bay f a c a d e  w i t h  p i l a s t e r s  and end g a b l e  pediment .  One s t e e p l e  
c o n s i s t s  of a s q u a r e  b a s e  surmounted by two o c t a g o n a l  s t a g e s  and 
a  dome and was p o s s i b l y  added a s  l a t e  a s  1862. I n  1829, t h e  
U n i v e r s a l i s t s  s e p a r a t e d  t o  form t h e i r  own s o c i e t y .  The o n l y  o t h e r  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  s u r v i v i n g  i s  t h e  West School  
( c . 1 8 2 0 ) ,  a  v e r y  we l l -p rese rved  one-s to ry  schoolhouse  w i t h  a  s i d e  
e n t r a n c e  and two bay by t h r e e  bay d imensions .  Also  of n o t e  i s  an 
e x t a n t  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  wooden mi leage  marker;  t h e  marker ,  a  
s m a l l  s q u a r e  s t r u c t u r e  approx imate ly  4 '  i n  h e i g h t  h a s  a  hipped cap 
w i t h  a  moni to r .  

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  remained a s  L e v e r e t t  Road th rough  Shutes-  
bury  Cen te r  w i t h  Locks Pond-Wendell Road t o  Locks V i l l a g e .  No 
r a i l r o a d s  p r o j e c t e d  or c o n s t r u c t e d  th rough  a r e a .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

S h u t e s b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t ,  g a i n i n g  and 
l o s i n g  s m a l l  numbers u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1850s. Between 1855 and 1860, 
t h e  town l o s t  15% o f  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and by 1870 it had l o s t  over  
a  t h i r d ,  r e a c h i n g  614 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  I n  1855, on ly  t h r e e  of 
t h e  town ' s  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  f o r e i g n  born .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Shutesbury  Center  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  focus  w i t h  secondary  
s e t t l e m e n t  a t  B a c o n v i l l e  and P r a t t s  C o r n e r s  a long  a x i s  of  upland 
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farming d i s t r i c t .  Cont inued development of Locks V i l l a g e  a s  
l o c a l  economic and c iv i c  c e n t e r  w i t h  Method i s t  church (1851) 
a t  Wendell l i n e ,  and r e s o r t  h o t e l  a t  Minera l  Mountain (1867) . 
D .  Economic Base: 

Timber p r o d u c t s  remained t h e  town ' s  c h i e f  i n d u s t r y  i n  an economy 
which remained s t r i c t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l .  By 1855, f i f t e e n  sawmil ls  
produced 2,281,000 f e e t  of lumber,  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  f i g u r e  among t h e  
26 F r a n k l i n  County towns. Much o f  t h e  lumber was c a r t e d  o v e r l a n d  
th rough  L e v e r e t t  and Sunder land  t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  where it 
was r a f t e d  downstream (p re -1846?) .  By 1865, however, t h e  q u a n t i t y  
of lumber c u t  i n  Shu tesbury  had f a l l e n  o f f  40% fromtl -ef igure  a  
decade e a r l i e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  town ' s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n  
had d e c l i n e d  from 12% t o  6 % .  T h i s  s h a r p  d r o p  may a l s o  b e  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s ,  which took t h e i r  f i r s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  
d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1855-60. Much of t h e  t imber  p r o d u c t i o n  may 
have gone i n t o  c h a r c o a l .  I n  1865 Shutesbury  produced 59,000 b u s h e l s  
of  c h a r c o a l  -- 70% of F r a n k l i n  County ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  y e a r .  

Other  wooden p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  c h a i r s  and c a b i n e t w a r e ;  t r a y s ,  
f e l l o e s  , and bungs ; broom and b rush  h a n d l e s  ; baby c a r r i a g e  wheels;  
and t h e  wooden r a k e s  of Wil l iam Crossman. 

Presumably a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  L e v e r e t t  and Arnherst, 
Shutesbury  women a l s o  d i d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  home b u s i n e s s  i n  making 
palm-leaf h a t s .  A t  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  peak i n  1845, 350 women w e r e  
employed b r a i d i n g  h a t s  v a l u e d  a t  $10,000 -- t h i r d  h i g h e s t  v a l u e  i n  
t h e  county  a f t e r  Orange and L e v e r e t t .  

A second m i n e r a l  s p r i n g  was d i s c o v e r e d  e a s t  of Locks Pond, and t h e  
Mount Minera l  S p r i n g  Company, i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1867, b u i l t  a  l a r g e  
h o t e l  t o  accomodate v i s i t o r s  and i n v a l i d s .  The h o t e l  burned i n  
1876, however, and was a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  r e b u i l t .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A modest  amount of r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d ;  approx imate ly  two dozen s t r u c t u r e s ,  mos t ly  c o t t a g e s  
w i t h  a  few two-s tory  houses ,  w e r e  observed i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Most of 
t h e  c o t t a g e s  e x h i b i t  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s ,  f i v e  bay f r o n t s  w i t h  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s  and g a b l e  r o o f s .  S i d e h a l l  p l a n s  w e r e  employed 
w i t h  some f requency  b u t  t h e r e  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  few doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s  n o t e d .  Two-story houses  w e r e  
observed a t  Locks V i l l a g e  and on P r e s c o t t  Road w i t h  c o t t a g e s  noted  
on Locks V i l l a g e ,  Wendell ,  P r e s c o t t ,  West Pelham and Pelham H i l l  
Roads. With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of a  few I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s ,  p robab ly  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  1860s ,  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  s t y l e  was u n i v e r s a l  and 
p robab ly  i n d i c a t e s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e s  i n  t h e  1830s and 1840s f o r  
most houses.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Two i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known 
t o  s u r v i v e .  These a r e  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church, b u i l t  i n  1836 
when t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  l e f t  t h e  union meet inghouse ,  and t h e  
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IX. 

Town H a l l ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  c .1835.  Both b u i l d i n g s  a r e  modest one-s tory  
v e r n a c u l a r  Greek Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e s  t h r e e  bays  wide by t h r e e  bays 
long .  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church was l a t e r  purchased  by t h e  Grange. 
Other  t h a n  s c h o o l h o u s e s ,  o f  which s e v e r a l  w e r e  p robab ly  b u i l t  
b e f o r e  1855, when t h e  number of d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  town was t e n ,  t h e  
o n l y  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  r e c o r d e d  was a  Method i s t  meeting-  
house.  M e t h o d i s t s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1845,  b u i l d i n g  a  meet inghouse  i n  
1851. I t  i s  n o t  t h o u g h t  t o  s u r v i v e .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Local  road sys tem remained f o c u s e d  around Shu tesbury  Cen te r  w i t h  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Locks V i l l a g e  and B a c o n v i l l e .  No t r o l l e y  l i n e s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

S h u t e s b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  s t e a d i l y  th roughou t  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  g a i n i n g  on ly  s l i g h t l y  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1910-15. By 1915 
t h e  town showed a  n e t  l o s s  o f  57% of h e r  1870 p o p u l a t i o n ,  g i v i n g  
t h e  town t h e  honor of b e i n g  t h e  s m a l l e s t  town i n  t h e  coun ty .  The 
town ' s  immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n  cl imbed i n  t h e  same p e r i o d .  By 1915 
s m a l l  communities of A u s t r i a n s  and I t a l i a n s  made up t h e  bu lk  of 
t h e  18.4% immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Loca l  c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  remained a t  S h u t e s b u r y  C e n t e r  w i t h  d a i r y  
farming on s u r r o u n d i n g  u p l a n d s  t o  B a c o n v i l l e .  Locks V i l l a g e  
expanded a s  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  w i t h  a x i s  a l o n g  J e n n i s o n  Road 
t o  Wendell l i n e .  

D .  Economic Base: - 

By 1875, though t imber  p r o d u c t i o n  was down from t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d ,  
i t  accounted  f o r  86% of t h e  town ' s  t o t a l  v a l u e  of manufactured  
p r o d u c t s .  The $10,057 v a l u e  ranked t h e  town a s  20 th  among t h e  26 
F r a n k l i n  County towns. By 1885,  w i t h  294,000 f e e t  of t imber  pro-  
duced by s i x  s a w m i l l s ,  t h e  town ranked 8 t h  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  w i t h  4% 
of i t s  p r o d u c t i o n .  O t h e r  wooden p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  c h a i r s ,  hay 
r a k e s ,  and wooden hubs .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took  p l a c e  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  e x c e p t ,  a f t e r  1900,  a t  Lake Wyola (Locks V i l l a g e )  
where some summer r e s o r t  development  o c c u r r e d .  V e r n a c u l a r  one- 
s t o r y  frame c o t t a g e s  (less t h a n  a  h a l f  dozen examples)  w e r e  noted  
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on Wendell and P r e s c o t t  Roads. A t  Lake Wyola, one-s to ry  e a r l y  
20th-century  c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  some numbers. Among t h e s e  a r e  
a  few w e l l - d e t a i l e d  c o t t a g e s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  c o b b l e s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  
chimneys and p r o c h e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  n o v e l t y  s i d e d  o r  s h i n g l e d  h i p  and 
g a b l e  r o o f e d  c o t t a g e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Two i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  
t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  These a r e  t h e  M .  N .  Spear  Memorial L i b r a r y  
(1893) and t h e  Shu tesbury  Cen te r  School  ( c .  1915) . The L i b r a r y  
i s  n o t a b l e  a s  a  c o l o r f u l  example o f  t h e  Tudor Rev iva l  s t y l e ;  a 
one-and-a-half s t o r y  frame b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  g a b l e  on h i p  r o o f ,  it 
i n c o r p o r a t e s  a  c l apboarded  lower s t o r y  w i t h  a n  e x u b e r a n t l y  h a l f -  
t imbered a t t i c .  The s c h o o l  i s  a  more u t i l i t a r i a n  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  one s t o r y  w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Improvement of l o c a l  highways a s  secondary  a u t o  r o u t e s  w i t h  e a s t -  
w e s t  a x i s  a s  L e v e r e t t - P r e s c o t t  Road, a l t e r e d  by Quabbin Rese rvo i r  
(1927) and l o c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Locks V i l l a g e  from North L e v e r e t t .  

B. - P o p u l a t i o n :  

Shu tesbury '  s p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1925-35, con t inued  t o  
d e c l i n e .  By 1940, w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  of 191,  t h e  town had reached  
i t s  n a d i r .  A s  i n  1915,  Shu tesbury  r e t a i n e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  
s m a l l e s t  town i n  t h e  county .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Continued development of Locks V i l l a g e  a s  l o c a l  economic focus  w i t h  
summer c o t t a g e s  su r round ing  Lake Wyola. Shutesbury  c e n t e r  remained 
a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s ; d a i r y  farming a l o n g  up lands .  Gradual  expans ion 
of Amherst suburban a c t i v i t i e s  t o  P r a t t s  Corner  w i t h  Atk ins  R e s e r v o i r  
on Nourse Brook and f l o o d i n g  of P r e s c o t t  fa rming d i s t r i c t  f o r  Quabbin 
R e s e r v o i r  (1927) . 
D.  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  One sawmil l  a t  P r a t t ' s  Corner  remained 
i n  o p e r a t i o n  i n  1937. 

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

Almost no c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  excep- 
t i o n  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  a  few c o t t a g e s  a t  Lake Wyola. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Approximately a  dozen s t r u c t u r e s  have been i n v e n t o r i e d  i n  Shutesbury .  
These i n c l u d e  t h e  town ' s  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  and a  
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