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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: She lburne  

TOPOGRAPHY 

She lburne  i s  one of t h e  nor the rnmos t  towns w i t h i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  River  
V a l l e y  Study Uni t .  The town i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  River  V a l l e y .  
Local  t e r r a i n  i s  dominated by a  complex of moderate t o  rugged up lands  
t h a t  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  B e r k s h i r e  H i l l s .  
G e n e r a l l y ,  e l e v a t i o n s  r a n g e  between 850 f e e t  t o  1400 f e e t .  S e v e r a l  
peaks r e a c h  over  1400 f e e t .  Prominent  l o c a l  e l e v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  
Massaemett Mountain (1588 f e e t ) ,  S h e l b u r n e ' s  h i g h e s t  p o i n t ,  l o c a t e d  
e a s t  of Shelburne  F a l l s ,  P a t t e n  H i l l  (1429 f e e t )  i n  nor thwes te rn  She lburne ,  
E a s t  H i l l  (1151 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h - c e n t r a l  Shelburne  and G r e e n f i e l d  
Mountain which e x t e n d s  a c r o s s  t h e  She lburne /Greenf ie ld  l i n e .  The on ly  
lowlands a r e  a  narrow s t r i p  of r i v e r  t e r r a c e  e x t e n d i n g  a l o n g  t h e  
Deerf i e l d  River .  The Deerf i e l d  River  i s  t h e  town 's  major waterway. I t  
d e l i n e a t e s  S h e l b u r n e ' s  w e s t e r n  boundary s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  town from Char le-  
mont and Buckland. The r i v e r  i s  a l s o  t h e  s i t e  of  Shelburne  F a l l s ,  
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a  major  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g  s i t e .  The D e e r f i e l d  
i s  f e d  by s e v e r a l  brooks t h a t  f l o w  s o u t h  from t h e  up lands  i n t o  t h e  
r i v e r .  Shelburne  h a s  no f r e s h  w a t e r  b o d i e s  w h i l e  marshlands  a r e  
l i m i t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  t r a c t s  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  up lands .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  p a r t  o f  D e e r f i e l d  Northwest  P a s t u r e  (Western 
Woods) i n  1712 w i t h  n o r t h e r n  boundary a t  D e e r f i e l d  l i n e  ( C o l r a i n ) .  
Western boundary e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  Charlemont by 1740 from She lburne  
F a l l s  w i t h  l a t e r  a d j u s t m e n t  a t  North River  (1793) . E a s t e r n  boundary 
d e f i n e d  w i t h  G r e e n f i e l d  i n  1753 and s o u t h e r n  boundary w i t h  Conway a long  
D e e r f i e l d  River  i n  1767. E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Shelburne  d i s t r i c t  from 
D e e r f i e l d  i n  1768 and i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  town i n  1775. 

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R u r a l  commercial h i l l  town on pr imary  w e s t e r n  c o r r i d o r  of Mohawk T r a i l .  
Located i n  G r e e n f i e l d  up lands  a d j a c e n t  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  w i t h  
i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i t e  a t  Shelburne  F a l l s  on D e e r f i e l d  River .  
S e t t l e d  d u r i n g  mid-18th c e n t u r y  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  meet ing  house s i t e  on 
Old V i l l a g e  Road above Shelburne  c e n t e r  marked by w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  C o l o n i a l  
house.  Upland a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy expanded t o  p o t e n t i a l  by e a r l y  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  s e v e r a l  c o t t a g e  f a r m s t e a d s  i n t a c t  a long  P a t t e n  H i l l ,  
C o l r a i n  and Bardwel l  F e r r y  Road, i n c l u d i n g  some o r i g i n a l  F e d e r a l  b r i c k  
houses .  C i v i c  c e n t e r  r e l o a c t e d  t o  G r e e n f i e l d  Road (Route 2) w i t h  
s u r v i v i n g  Greek R e v i v a l  church  and r e l a t e d  housing b i s e c t e d  by Mohawk 
T r a i l .  

Impor tan t  development of Shelburne  F a l l s  wa te r  power d u r i n g  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  of commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  
a long  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y .  Main S t r e e t  r e t a i n s  comple te  s e t  of o r i g i n a l  
b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  i n c l u d i n g  r a r e  s t o n e  Goth ic  example, w h i l e  Water S t r e e t  
p r e s e r v e s  r a n g e  of s t y l i s h  suburban housing i n c l u d i n g  e a r l y  b r i c k  
F e d e r a l ,  Greek Rev iva l  and I t a l i a r z t e  examples.  Shelburne  F a l l s  
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main ta ined  economic growth th rough  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  
Beaux A r t s  l i b r a r y  and bank on Main S t r e e t  commercial d i s t r i c t  and 
expansion of r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood t o  base  of Massamett Mountain. 
S e v e r a l  n o t a b l e  b r i d g e s  remain a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  River  i n c l u d i n g  
V i c t o r i a n  t r u s s  examples a t  Shelburne  F a l l s  and Bardwell  F e r r y  and 
e a r l y  c o n c r e t e  t r o l l e y  span  t o  Buckland (Br idge  o f  Flowers)  w i t h  
l a t e r  a u t o  highway t r u s s  a t  Nor th  River .  Development of Mohawk 
T r a i l  c o r r i d o r  from G r e e n f i e l d  (Route 2) promoted highway commercial 
a c t i v i t y  w i t h  e a r l y  t o u r i s t  c a b i n s  and bungalows i n t a c t  around 
She lburne  c e n t e r .  P r e s e n t  growth most  e v i d e n t  a long  Route 2 a x i s  
w i t h  g r a d u a l  expans ion of r o a d s i d e  development from Shelburne  F a l l s  
t o  G r e e n f i e l d  comple te ly  d i v i d i n g  o r i g i n a l  town c e n t e r .  A g r i c u l t u r e  
remains  an  a c t i v e  economy on up land  fa rms  above Shelburne  c e n t e r  t o  
C o l r a i n  w i t h  some suburban housing on s c e n i c  v i s t a s  and commercial 
expans ion of sugar  and a p p l e  o r c h a r d s  from Mohawk T r a i l .  Shelburne  
F a l l s  r e t a i n s  r emarkab le  i n t e g r i t y  of commercial f a b r i c  on Main 
S t r e e t  w i t h  r e c e n t  r e n o v a t i o n ,  w h i l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  i s  p r o t e c t e d  
by Route 2 bypass  over  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Impor tan t  c o r r i d o r  over  Massamet th ighlands  a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  River  from 
Connec t i cu t  v a l l e y  t o  w e s t e r n  i n t e r i o r .  Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  
r e p o r t e d  a l o n g  n o r t h  bank of D e e r f i e l d  River  gorge  t o  Pocumtuck 
(Sherburne)  F a l l s  a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w i n g  450' c o n t o u r  ( C o s t e l l o ,  1975, 

map) ,  a l t h o u g h  a l t e r n a t e  l o c a t i o n  may have been f u r t h e r  n o r t h  a long  
West Deer f i e ld -Bardwel l  F e r r y  Road t o  Route 2  a x i s .  Main t r a i l  
con t inued  n o r t h  from She lburne  F a l l s  a long  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  (Route 112) 
t o  fordway a t  North River  ( I b i d . ) .  Connect ing t r a i l s  t o  i n t e r i o r  may 
be c o n j e c t u r e d  from Dragon Brook (She lburne  C e n t e r )  p o s s i b l y  a long  
n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  of L i t t l e  Mohawk Road and t o  North R i v e r  v a l l e y  over  
P a t t e n  H i l l  Road. Tangent  r o u t e s  a c r o s s  n o r t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  may have 
fo l lowed c o u r s e  of Punch and H i n s d a l e  Brook t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  v a l l e y  
( G r e e n f i e l d )  . 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no  r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i tes .  The f o c a l  p o i n t  of n a t i v e  
o c c u p a t i o n  was p robab ly  She lburne  F a l l s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  Salmon 
F a l l s .  T h i s  s i t e  ( b o t h  t h e  Buckland and Shelburne  s i d e s  of t h e  
D e e r f i e l d )  h a s  been t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l o c a t i o n  of some of t h e  most pro-  
d u c t i v e  salmon f i s h i n g  i n  Massachuse t t s  (Davenport  1972: N.P. ) .  Large 
n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  encampments were most l i k e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  
D e e r f i e l d  River  f l o o d p l a i n  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Shelburne  
F a l l s .  Smal le r  f i s h i n g  s i tes  were p robab ly  l o c a t e d  f u r t h e r  n o r t h  on 
t h e  same f l o o d p l a i n  up t o  t h e  town ' s  border  w i t h  C o l r a i n  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  S h e l b u r n e ' s  l a r g e r  s t r e a m s .  Na t ive  upland o c c u p a t i o n  was probably  
l i m i t e d  t o  s m a l l  s h o r t - t e r m  hun t ing  camps s c a t t e r e d  th roughou t  t h e  
town' s up lands .  Massaemtt  Mtn., a  n a t i v e  d e r i v a t i v e ,  may have been 
u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h i s  purpose .  
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C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

A s  mentioned above,  Shelburne  was u t i l i z e d  by n a t i v e s  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  i t s  
r i c h  s o u r c e  of  f i s h .  Limi ted  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have been under taken on 
t h e  b r o a d e s t  l o c a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  D e e r f i e l d  f l o o d p l a i n ,  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of Shelburne  F a l l s  v i l l a g e .  Na t ive  h u n t i n g  p robab ly  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  
up lands  a s  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r .  

D .  Obse rva t ions :  - 

Shelburne  ' s l o c a t i o n  on t h e  D e e r  f i e l d  R iver  d r a i n a g e  and i t s  p rox imi ty  
t o  p r e s e n t  D e e r f i e l d  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  i t  was u t i l i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  
a  major  r e s o u r c e  a r e a  by t h e  Pocumtucks c e n t e r e d  i n  D e e r f i e l d .  The 
t o w n ' s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  Mohawk T r a i l ,  a  major  n a t i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
c o r r i d o r  between t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  and Mohawk River  V a l l e y ,  i n d i -  
c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  was p r o b a b l y  some l o c a l  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Mohicans 
of t h e  Mohawk v a l l e y .  E x t e n s i v e  development  i n  Shelburne  F a l l s  has  
l i k e l y  d e s t r o y e d  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of n a t i v e  p e r i o d  f i s h i n g  s i tes .  
However, v e s t i g e s  may remain h e r e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  some i n  t h e  less 
developed p o r t i o n s  of t h e  D e e r f i e l d  f l o o d p l a i n  n o r t h  and s o u t h  of 
Shelburne  F a l l s .  A d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  of n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  may s u r v i v e  
i n  t h e  upland farm a r e a  between P a t t e n  H i l l  and Dragon H i l l .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  from D e e r f i e l d  p l a n t a t i o n  
w i t h  p r imary  w e s t e r n  p a t h  t o  i n t e r i o r  a long  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r  gorge  t o  
Salmon (She lburne)  F a l l s  from West D e e r f i e l d  - Bardwel l  F e r r y  Road 
around Massaemett Mountain t o  Nor th  River  fordway. 

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

She lburne  p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t r a c t  l a r g e  bands of n a t i v e s .  
C o l o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n  was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  D e e r f i e l d  r e s i d e n t s  who f i s h e d  
a t  Shelburne  F a l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  months i n  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  remained e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: 

The n a t i v e s  p r o b a b l y  main ta ined  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s .  
The Shelburne/Buckland a r e a  l i k e l y  g a i n e d  i n c r e a s e d  impor tance  a s  a  
major  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i t e  because  of t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of n a t i v e s  from 
t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  River  v a l l e y  by E n g l i s h  se t t lers .  The e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of Anglo-Indian f u r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  v a l l e y  i n  t h e  l a t e  1630 ' s  p o s s i b l y  
encouraged i n c r e a s e d  n a t i v e  t r a p p i n g  and h u n t i n g  of f u r - b e a r i n g  animals .  
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E . Observa t ions  : 

Research shou ld  a t t e m p t  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  e x t e n t  and n a t u r e  of Anglo- 
I n d i a n  c o n t a c t  i n  She lburne ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
She lburne  F a l l s .  J o i n t  u s e  of t h e  f a l l s  by t h o s e  two groups  would 
have p rov ided  an  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r a d e  between t h e  E n g l i s h  
and n a t i v e s .  Did Anglo-Indian t r a d e  become a  r e g u l a r i z e d  and 
s t r u c t u r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  t h e  f a l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  f i s h i n g  season?  
S c a t t e r e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of  t h e s e  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  
f i s h i n g  camps may s t i l l  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  She lburne  F a l l s  a r e a .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  opening of 
Charlemont Road a c r o s s  G r e e n f i e l d  h i g h l a n d s  (1754) f o l l o w i n g  South 
Road around Dragon, Brimstone and Shelburne  H i l l s .  Loca t ion  of Shelburne  
meet ing  house on Old V i l l a g e  H i l l  (1769) e s t a b l i s h e d  r a d i a l  highway 
system from town c e n t e r  i n c l u d i n g  Wil l iams,  F i s k e  and Shelburne-Colra in  
Road a s  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  from E a s t  Shelburne  t o  Bardwell  F e r r y  and 
Tower-Reynolds Road over  f l a n k  of Massaemett Mountain. Secondary 
highways of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  Wilson Graves Road from E a s t  Shelburne  
and Tay lo r  Road from West D e e r f i e l d .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

A l i m i t e d  n a t i v e  p r e s e n c e  c o n t i n u e d  i n  Shelburne  u n t i l t h e  l a t e  1 7 5 0 ' s .  
I n  c ,  1760 S h e l b u r n e ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of f i v e  f a m i l i e s .  
This  f i g u r e  i n c r e a s e d  t o  1 4  f a m i l i e s  i n  1762. Tremendous growth 
occur red  between 1762 and 1776. By t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  had 
575 r e s i d e n t s .  A s  w i t h  ne ighbor ing  C o l r a i n ,  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t ' s  p e r i o d  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  Scotch - I r i s h  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  who 
migra ted  from Londonderry, New Hampshire. A number of o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  
w e r e  former r e s i d e n t s  of Upton and C o l r a i n ,  Massachuse t t s ,  and C o l c h e s t e r ,  
Connec t i cu t .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

P e r i o d  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was g e n e r a l l y  d i s p e r s e d .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e -  
ment was n o t  permanent.  Jona than  C a t l i n  and James Ryder e r e c t e d  homes 
i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  She lburne  F a l l s  between 1752 and 1756. 
T h e i r  homes w e r e  abandoned s h o r t l y  a f t e r  due t o  f e a r  of n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  
I n i t i a l  permanent s e t t l e m e n t  was marked w i t h  t h e  r e o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e s e  
two home s i tes  by M a r t i n  Severance  and James Ryder i n  c.1760 (Bardwel l  
1974:59) .  However, t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  t h a t  fo l lowed  took p l a c e  p r i m a r i l y  
e a s t  of Shelburne  F a l l s .  By c.1770,  a  s e t t l e m e n t  m d e  had been 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p rox imi ty  of t h e  H i l l  cemetery  ( l a i d  o u t  
c .  1767) . The town's  f i r s t  ( l o g )  meetinghouse was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  c. 1769 
s l i g h t l y  s o u t h e a s t  of t h i s  b u r i a l  ground.  S c a t t e r e d  contemporary 
homes w e r e  b u i l t  i n  n o r t h  c e n t r a l ,  n o r t h e a s t e r n ,  s o u t h e a s t e r n  and 
sou thwes te rn  She lburne .  The community s u f f e r e d  l i t t l e  o r  no damage 
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  French and I n d i a n  Wars (1754-1763).  
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D .  Economic Base: 

The pr imary  f o c u s  of l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  was a g r i c u l t u r e .  High q u a l i t y  
c rop land  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  uplands  of c e n t r a l  and n o r t h  c e n t r a l  
Shelburne .  The remaining up lands  provided se t t lers  w i t h  good g r a z i n g  
l and .  C o l o n i a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of l o c a l  u p l a n d s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g  
p re -da ted  i n i t i a l  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  1712,  Shelburne  was g r a n t e d  
a s  p a r t  of t h e  Northwest  P a s t u r e  t o  D e e r f i e l d  f o r  u s e  a s  p a s t u r e  l a n d .  
Shelburne  F a l l s  was t h e  s i t e  of e x t e n s i v e  c o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g .  I n  1743, 
a s t a t u t e  was passed  t h a t  r e s e r v e d  20 a c r e s  of l and  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  f a l l s  f o r  u s e  a s  a  p u b l i c  f i s h i n g  s i t e .  I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  n a t i v e  
a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  s i t e  was r e s t r i c t e d  and/or  p r o h i b i t e d .  Lumbering 
undoubtedly took p l a c e  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  woodlands. The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
m i l l  i n d u s t r y  does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have undergone much development u n t i l  
l a t e r  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  The o n l y  documented p e r i o d  m i l l  was a  
sawmil l  f i r s t  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  by Jacob Poo l  i n  c.1773 and l o c a t e d  
s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of S h e l b u r n e ,  p robab ly  on Bardwel l  Erook n e a r  i t s  
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Sou th  Road. ( s i t e  of sawmil l  on 1794 town map) 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 

While Shelburne  was s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  1 7 5 0 ' s  and r e s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  1 7 6 0 ' s  
a f t e r  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of abandonment, o n l y  a  few c o t t a g e s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e :  one of t h e s e ,  a  c.1760 c e n t e r  chimney one-and-a- 
h a l f  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  s u r v i v e s  a s  t h e  e l l  of  t h e  1842 Arch iba ld  Lawson 
House. The o t h e r s  were t a v e r n s .  Given t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e r s  
inc luded  some S c o t c h - I r i s h  and t h a t  i n  1769 a  "round-log meetinghouse" 
( S y l v e s t e r  1879:647) was b u i l t ,  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  
e a r l i e s t  houses  b u i l t  i n  t h e  town were of l o g  o r  p lank  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
C o t t a g e s  p robab ly  p r e v a i l e d .  The 17 69 meetinghouse c l e a r l y  was 
recorded  a s  on ly  a  temporary s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  it was r e p l a c e d  i n  1773 by 
a  frame meetinghouse.  Tha t  s t r u c t u r e ,  n o t  f i n i s h e d  u n t i l  1785, s t o o d  
u n t i l  1832. 

Commercial: Two t a v e r n s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  One, t h e  
Cla rk  Tavern,  i s  one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  known s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  
town; it i s  d a t e d  1762. The o t h e r ,  S t e b b i n s  T a v e r n , i s  d a t e d  1770. 

F. Observa t ions  : 

Shelburne  p robab ly  had s t r o n g  commercial t i e s  w i t h  t h e  major  Middle 
Connec t i cu t  R ive r  town of Deerf i e l d .  She lburne  ' s l a c k  of commercial 
and i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  l i k e l y  caused t h e  community t o  t u r n  t o  
D e e r f i e l d .  S h e l b u r n e ,  i n  t u r n ,  had a  d i v e r s e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  base  
( t h a t  would have i n t e r e s t e d  D e e r f i e l d  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ) .  The p reva lence  
of  a  l a r g e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  p o p u l a t i o n s u c r ? e s t s  She lburne  had 
c l o s e  r e l i g i o u s  and s o c i a l  t i e s  w i t h  t h e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  community i n  
C o l r a i n .  Research  shou ld  c l a r i f y  t h e  impact  t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
S c o t c h - I r i s h  had on s e t t l e m e n t  and s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s .  The town ' s  
l o g  meetinghouse i s  one of o n l y  a  h a n d f u l  of documented examples of 
t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t y p e  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s tudy u n i t  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Aside  from Shelburne  F a l l s  t h e r e  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  
l i k e l i h o o d  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  remains  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  s u r v i v i n g  
th roughou t  She lburne  . 
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V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued improvement of e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  w i t h  Old G r e e n f i e l d  Road 
from town c e n t e r  over  G r e e n f i e l d  Mountain c o n t i n u i n g  w e s t  a s  
Mohawk T r a i l  (Route 2 ) .  S e t t l e m e n t  of She lburne  F a l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n i t i a l  f o o t b r i d g e  over  D e e r f i e l d  River  (1780) r e p l a c e d  by covered 
b r i d g e  t o  Buckland (1821) on Br idge  S t r e e t ,  w i t h  l o c a l  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  
North River  t o  Charlemont (1793) and f e r r y  t o  Conway a t  Bardwell  (1784) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  - 

S h e l b u r n e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 105.3% between 1776 and 1790 -- t h e  
f i f t h  h i g h e s t  growth r a t e  of any town i n  t h e  county  f o r  t h e s e  e a r l y  
y e a r s .  Ey 1790, however, t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  had peaked and began d e c l i n i n g .  
She lburne ,  however, d i d  n o t  r e p e a t  t h e  development sha red  by most of 
t h e  o t h e r  h i l l  towns, o r  even Buckland, w i t h  whom it shared  t h e  F a l l s .  
Between 1810 and 1820 t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  m a r g i n a l l y  and e s s e n t i a l l y  
remained s t a t i o n a r y  f o r  t h e  n e x t  two decades .  I n  1830, S h e l b u r n e ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  995. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  - 

C i v i c  f o c u s  remained a t  Shelburne  v i l l a g e  w i t h  su r round ing  upland 
a g r i c u l t u r e  a long  L i t t l e  Mohawk Road t o  C o l r a i n ,  and s o u t h  a l o n g  
Bardwell  F e r r y  Road t o  D e e r f i e l d .  Economic f o c u s  developed a t  
Shelburne  F a l l s  w i t h  Shaker  meet ing  house (1782) and m i l l  s i tes a t  
D e e r f i e l d  dam ( a £  ter  1800) . 
D .  Economic Base: 
7 

Predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy w i t h  s m a l l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s .  
Not u n t i l  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  Lamsons i n  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  was t h e  50-foot  
d rop  a t  t h e  f a l l s  u t i l i z e d  f o r  more t h a n  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s .  

P robably  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 2 0 1 s ,  t u r n i n g  machinery was added t o  s e v e r a l  
sawmil ls .  Shaving boxes w e r e  a  p r o d u c t  common t o  She lburne ,  C o l r a i n ,  
and Buckland by 1832, p r o b a b l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  Joseph  G r i s w o l d ' s  
( i n  C o l r a i n ,  1828) i n v e n t i o n  of a  machine t o  c u t  wooden boxes o u t  of 

maple p l a n k s .  Jacob  Ke l logg ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Thomas White of A s h f i e l d ,  
w e r e  t h e  l a r g e s t  of s e v e r a l  hoe makers i n  t h e  county  -- though Kellogg 
r e p o r t e d  o n l y  1000 made a t  50C e a c h  i n  1832. 

The l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  r e p o r t e d  i n  1832 was i n  t a n n i n g ,  though t h e  two 
t a n n e r i e s  t o g e t h e r  r e p o r t e d  o n l y  f i v e  men, and b o t h  made b o o t s  and 
shoes  on t h e  s i d e .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately two dozen houses  of t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
s u r v i v e  i n  She lburne .  These i n c l u d e  a lmos t  e q u a l  numbers o f  double 
i n t e r i o r  and end chimney houses  w i t h  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  a s  w e l l  a s  a  
number of c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  c o t t a g e s .  The houses ,  most of which 
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a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  d i s c r e t e  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s ,  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  s t y l i s h ,  
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and s u b s t a n t i a l .  S e v e r a l  were c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k ,  
among them t h e  John F r i e n d  House, t h e  Cap ta in  P a r k e r  Dole House 
and t h e  C l a r k e  and J o e l  ~ i s k e  House (1815-20) . The Dole House i s  one 
of t h e  f i n e s t  i n  t h e  town w i t h  a  double  p i l e  p l a n  and pyramidal  h i p  
r o o f .  Another v e r y  f i n e  b r i c k  F e d e r a l  house was observed on Bardwell  
F e r r y  Road: t h i s  i s  a n  end chimney, f i v e  bay wide two-story s t r u c t u r e  
e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  t h r e e  bay wide one-s tory  dependenc ies .  The f u l l y  
developed t r i p a r t i t e  p l a n  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  b lock  and f l a n k i n g  s i d e  
p a v i l i o n s  i s  o t h e r w i s e  unknown i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  of t h e  r e g i o n  and i s  
h i g h l y  u n u s u a l ,  Most of t h e  c o t t a g e s  of  t h e  p e r i o d  e x h i b i t  t h e  more 
c o n s e r v a t i v e  and modest c e n t r a l  chimney p l a n  w i t h  f i v e  bay f r o n t s .  
F e d e r a l  houses  and c o t t a g e s  w e r e  observed on Route 2 ,  Bardwel l  F e r r y ,  
Shelburne  C o l r a i n ,  Zera F i s k e  and South  Roads and a t  Shelburne  F a l l s .  
Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a t  She lburne  F a l l s  i s  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  tenement of 
t h e  p e r i o d  (c .1825) seven  bays  long by t h r e e  wide w i t h  end chimneys. 
Also  of n o t e  i s  t h e  Parson  Hubbard House, a  c e n t e r  chimney house 
remarkable  f o r  i t s  second s t o r y  and end g a b l e  overhangs;  t h e  double  
overhang f e a t u r e  i s  common i n  Hampshire and Hampden c o u n t i e s ,  b u t  n o t  
o f t e n  s e e n  i n  F r a n k l i n  County. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : No i n s  ti t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known 
t o  s u r v i v e .  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  
occur red .  I n  1782,  a  group of Shakers  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  town; among 
t h e i r  numbers was t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  f o u n d e r ,  Mother Ann Lee. I n  1785, 
t h e  s o c i e t y  moved on t h e  New Lebanon, New York. A B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  
was founded i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  D e e r f i e l d  i n  1792; a  meetinghouse f o r  
t h e  Deer f i e ld -She lburne  S o c i e t y  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1812 i n  D e e r f i e l d .  
The o n l y  o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1828 
of a  U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y ;  t h e  s o c i e t y  d i d  n o t  b u i l d  a  church  u n t i l  1842. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 
A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 
Development of Shelburne  F a l l s  expanded l o c a l  s t ree t  g r i d  a long a x i s  of 
Br idqe  and Water S t r e e t  w i t h  rep lacement  of D e e r f i e l d  River  span by 
iron-~rid~e ( 1 8 6 9 ) .  S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  
a long  D e e r f i e l d  River  gorge  w i t h  Troy and G r e e n f i e l d  R a i l r o a d  (Boston 
& Maine) from D e e r f i e l d  t o  Bardwel l  F e r r y  (1g67) w i t h  connec t ing  b r i d g e  
t o  Conway (1868 , s t i l l  i n t a c t )  . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1830 and 1870,  S h e l b u r n e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 58 .9%,  s i x t h  
h i g h e s t  growth r a t e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  though some 30 p o i n t s  behind 
Buckland. Much of t h i s  growth occur red  i n  t h e  1840 ' s  w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Lamson & Goodnow i n i t i a l l y  on t h e  Shelburne  s i d e  of 
t h e  r i v e r .  Throughout t h e  ' 5 0 ' s  and ' 6 0 1 s ,  t h e  town con t inued  t o  expand, 
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h i n g  1 ,582  by 1870. 

Shelburne  r e p o r t e d  85 immigrants  ( 6 %  of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n )  i n  1855. Over 
h a l f  of t h e s e  were I r i s h ,  though t h e  community a l r e a d y  had 19 Englishmen 
and 10 from Germany and Hol land ,  p r o b a b l y  most connected w i t h  t h e  
c u t l e r y  o r  t h e  t o o l  b u s i n e s s .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  r e l o c a t e d  s o u t h  from V i l l a g e  H i l l  t o  She lburne  c e n t e r  
a long  G r e e n f i e l d  Road ( 1 8 3 2 ) .  Highland farming con t inued  a s  primary 
a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  nor th - sou th  r o a d s  t o  C o l r a i n  and D e e r f i e l d  w i t h  secon- 
d a r y  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Bardwel l  F e r r y  b r i d g e .  S i g n i f i c a n t  expans ion of 
economic a c t i v i t y  a t  Shelburne  F a l l s  w i t h  Lampson and Goodnow m i l l  
(1835) and f o r m a t i o n  of l o c a l  church  (1851) . Commercial d i s t r i c t  
formed a l o n g  Br idge  S t r e e t  w i t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood a long  Water 
S t r e e t  a x i s  n o r t h  t o  A r m s  Cemetery. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Shelburne  remained p redominan t ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n t i l  t h e  a r r i v a l  of 
S i l a s  Lamson a t  She lburne  F a l l s ,  and t h e  economic h i s t o r y  o f  Shelburne  
a f t e r  1840 i s  l a r g e l y  t o l d  i n  t h e  r a p i d  growth of Shelburne  F a l l s .  

S i l a s  Lamson, i n  t h e  town of S t e r l i n g ,  i s  s a i d  t o  have secured  a  p a t e n t  
on t h e  crooked s c y t h e  s n a t h e  a b o u t  1800. I n  1833, i n  s e a r c h  of a s h  
t i m b e r ,  he moved t o  Cummington w i t h  sons  Ebenezer  G .  and N a t h a n i e l .  
(He a p p a r e n t l y  was a l s o  i n  Montague f o r  a  few y e a r s . )  Probably  s h o r t l y  
t h e r e a f t e r ,  he e r e c t e d  a  s n a t h e  shop on t h e  Shelburne  s i d e  of t h e  F a l l s .  
A s  e a r l y  a s  1845,  by t h a t  t i m e  i n  company w i t h  M.C. Goodnow, he employed 
75 men producing s n a t h e s  v a l u e d  a t  $60,000 -- by f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c t  
v a l u e  of  any among a  growing l i s t  of manufactures .  The s n a t h e  work 
n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  employment of i r o n  and brass-working machinery,  and 
a b o u t  1842 ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  "Buckland" accoun t  i n  t h e  1879 H i s t o r y  of 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y )  , t h e  manufacture  of c u t l e r y  was begun i n  t h i s  
connec t ion .  I n  1851 t h e  c u t l e r y  was moved t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  s i t e  on t h e  
Buckland s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  But a l t h o u g h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i t s e l f  was l o s t  
t o  Shelburne  ( f o r  many y e a r s ,  L&G r e t a i n e d  some shops  a l o n g  t h e  
Shelburne  s i d e ,  however) ,  t h e  f i r m ' s  employment of 250 men and i t s  
s u b s t a n t i a l  p a y r o l l  b rough t  a measure of p r o s p e r i t y  t o  t h e  merchants  
and f a r m e r s  on b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  r i v e r .  

BY 1845 two s m a l l  s a t i n e t  m i l l s ,  shops  f o r  s c y t h e s ,  a x e s ,  s h o v e l s ,  and 
r a k e s  had j o i n e d  L&G a t  t h e  F a l l s .  By 1855,  w i t h  t h e  imminently 
expec ted  a r r i v a l  of t h e  Troy & G r e e n f i e l d  R a i l r o a d ,  t h e  group had been 
jo ined  by a  maker of steam e n g i n e s  and b o i l e r s ,  t h e  on ly  one recorded  
i n  t h e  county  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Metal-working shops  i n  t h e  a r e a  w e r e  
deve lop ing  a  n o t a b l e  e x p e r t i s e  i n  s m a l l  t o o l  manufac tu r ing .  The double-  
c u t  b i t  was i n v e n t e d  and p a t e n t e d  by C . C .  Tolman of She lburne ,  and 
f i r s t  manufactured i n  t h e  U.S. by S a r g e n t  & F o s t e r  i n  1855 a t  Shelburne  
F a l l s .  Ransom Cook of She lburne  p a t e n t e d  an  auger  i n  t h e  1850 I s .  Linus 
Ya le ,  a t  Shelburne  F a l l s  i n  1851,  i s  s a i d  t o  have produced t h e  f i r s t  
Yale  l o c k s  h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  James S a r g e n t ,  a  salesman f o r  Y a l e ' s  
bank l o c k ,  a l s o  was a n  i n v e n t o r  of combinat ion  d i a l  l o c k s  f o r  banks. 
(Unable t o  o b t a i n  t h e  f i n a n c i n g ,  b o t h  moved away i n  t h e  1860 I s :  Yale 
t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  and S a r g e n t  t o  R o c h e s t e r . )  By 1865 H .  S .  Shepardson & 
Co. , ( s u c c e s s o r  t o  S a r g e n t '  s p l a n t  and "manufac tu re r s  of Shepardson I s  

P a t e n t  M o r t i s e  and R i m  Night  Latches ' '  and o t h e r  l o c k s ) ,  wi th  an employee 
r o s t e r  of 30 and a  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of $54,347,  was t h e  town ' s  l a r g e s t  
b u s i n e s s .  Second l a r g e s t  was J o s i a h  P r a t t  & Sons axe f a c t o r y .  P r a t t  
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had made t h e  f i r s t  c a s t - s t e e l  a x e s  ( i n  t h e  a r e a ? )  i n  a  b lacksmi th  shop 
i n  Buckland C e n t r e ;  by 1832 he was i n  E a s t  Charlemont where he  r e c e i v e d  
a  p a t e n t  on a  machine f o r  making a x e s .  I n  s e a r c h  of i n c r e a s e d  power, 
he moved t o  t h e  F a l l s  i n  1843.)  

A s  a  measure of t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of She lburne  F a l l s ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  " t h e  l a r g e s t ,  and most commodious and c o s t l y  h o t e l  i n  
F r a n k l i n  County" a c c o r d i n g  t o  Hol land.  She lburne ,  l i k e  s e v e r a l  of 
t h e  h i l l  towns, was a l s o  a  major  p roducer  of b u t t e r  and cheese .  By 
1845, t h e  town ranked f o u r t h  and f i f t h  i n  b u t t e r  and cheese  r e s p e c t i v e l y  
i n  t h e  county .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  G r e a t  expans ion  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  The m a j o r i t y  
of t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c e n t e r e d  a t  Shelburne  F a l l s ,  which developed a s  
t h e  town 's  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  F a l l s  
development ,  numerous farmhouses and c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  a long  r o a d s  
i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  of town, I n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  such a s  a long  Shelburne  
C o l r a i n ,  Bardwel l  F e r r y ,  Zera F i s k e  and South  Roads, t r a d i t i o n a l  f i v e  
bay f r o n t ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  houses and c o t t a g e s ,  most w i t h  doub le  
i n t e r i o r  chimneys, p r e v a i l e d  OE n o t e  i s  such  a c o t t a g e  on She lburne  
C o l r a i n  Road, remarkable  f o r  i t s  o u t s t a n d i n g  Greek Rev iva l  e n t r a n c e  
surrounded w i t h  Greek key p i l a s t e r s ,  c o r n e r  b l o c k s  and ca rved  p a n e l s  
w i t h  anthemia .  Other  p e r i o d  houses  a r e  c l u s t e r e d  a t  Shelburne  Cen te r  
and E a s t  She lburne .  A t  She lburne  F a l l s ,  a  v a r i e t y  of p e r i o d  a r c h i t e c -  
t u r a l  s t y l e s  and p l a n  t y p e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  
f i v e  bay f r o n t  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  houses  i n  b o t h  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s ,  o f  which s e v e r a l  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  examples w e r e  obse rved ,  
a  g r e a t  many s i d e h a l l  p l a n  and asymmet r i ca l  T and L-plan houses were 
a l s o  noted .  These i n c l u d e  a  number of Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  
s i d e h a l l  c o t t a g e s  and houses  and a  f e w  n o t a b l e  Goth ic  Rev iva l  c o t t a g e s .  
Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  are t h e  g r e a t  many f o u r - s q u a r e  p l a n  and s i d e h s l l  
p l a n  pyramidal  h i p  roof  I t a l i a n a t e  houses and c o t t a g e s  which w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  and ' 6 0 ' s ;  an  i n t a c t  group of such  houses s t a n d s  on High 
S t r e e t  w h i l e  t h e  form r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  most p r e v a l e n t  house t y p e  of t h e  
p e r i o d  i n  t h e  F a l l s  v i l l a g e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Only a  few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d  and o n l y  two a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  These a r e  t h e  F i r s t  Congre- 
g a t i o n a l  Church, b u i l t  i n  1845 and t h e  F i r s t  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church, b u i l t  
i n  1870. The 1845 church ,  a  two-s tory  Greek Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  
two-stage s t e e p l e ,  s t a n d s  on Route 2 a t  Shelburne  C e n t e r .  The 
U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church, a  modest  S t i c k  S t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c l i p p e d  g a b l e  
roof  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  u s e  a s  a  Masonic H a l l .  While a  number of r e l i g i o u s  
s o c i e t i e s  were formed i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a l m o s t  none c o n s t r u c t e d  churches .  
E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  t h e  Second B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y ,  Shelburne  
F a l l s  (1833; t h e  She lburne  h a l f  of t h e  She lburne-Deer f i e ld  S o c i e t y  was 
d i s s o l v e d  i n  1839) , t h e  Method i s t  S o c i e t y ,  She lburne  F a l l s  (1842, wi th  
i t s  meet inghouse  i n  Buckland) and t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y ,  Shelburne  
F a l l s  ( 1 8 5 3 ) .  I n  1833, t h e  F r a n k l i n  Academy was founded ( r e c h a r t e r e d ,  
1 8 4 7 ) ;  o t h e r  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  A r m s  L i b r a r y  
(1859, o r i g i n a l l y  housed i n  t h e  Bank Block) , Neptune (1863) and Niagara 
(1863) F i r e  Departments and a  German ~ u r n v e r e i n  S o c i e t y  ( 1 8 6 9 ) .  I n  
1868, a  $2000 S o l d i e r s  Monument was e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  F a l l s .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Shelburne



I X .  

Commercial: Of g r e a t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  
i n  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n t a c t  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  townk 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  commercial  
d i s t r i c t  on B r i d g e  S t r e e t .  Approximate ly  a  h a l f  dozen  p e r i o d  commercial  
b l o c k s  s t a n d  on B r i d g e  S t r e e t .  These a r e  t h e  B a n k - H i l l i e r  Block (1858) , 
t h e  H o t e l  Block(c.1852) , t h e  Baker Block  (c .18531,  t h e  Swan Block (1847)  
and t h e  Thayer  Block  ( 1 8 3 7 ) .  Of t h e s e ,  t h e  B a n k - H i l l i e r ,  H o t e l  and 
Thayer  Blocks  a r e  o f  masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  t h e  r ema inde r  a r e  f ramed.  
The B a n k - H i l l i e r  Block i s  t h e  f i n e s t ,  w i t h  m a r b l e  f a c i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  
H o t e l  Block ,  t e n  by f o u r  bays  i n  d i m e n s i o n ,  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  and was 
c o n s i d e r e d ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  of i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  " t h e  f i n e s t  and  most  
c o s t l y  h o t e l  i n  F r a n k l i n  County ."  ( S y l v e s t e r  1879 : 647) . The o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s  e x h i b i t  Greek R e v i v a l  s t y l i n g .  A l l  a r e  two o r  t h r e e  s t o r i e d  
s t r u c t u r e s .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Cont inued  improvement of l o c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  from S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  w i t h  
r e p l a c e m e n t  of D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r  b r i d g e  by i r o n  t r u s s  (1890 s t i l l  i n t a c t )  
a t  B r i d g e  S t r e e t  and  open ing  of e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  C o l r a i n  a l o n g  
Water S t r e e t  (1896)  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e  t o  Buckland (1908)  , now Br idge  
of  F lowers .  S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  f rom Green- 
f i e l d  t o  S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  w i t h  e a r l y  a u t o  highway a s  Mohawk T r a i l  t h rough  
S h e l b u r n e  Cen te r  (1914)  f o l l o w i n g  a round  G r e e n f i e l d  Mountain a l o n g  
Alken Brook (Route  2 )  . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

S h e l b u r n e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  peaked f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  a b o u t  1880 w i t h  1 , 6 2 1  
r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e r e a f t e r  p u r s u i n g  a  somewhat h a l t i n g  d e c l i n e ,  r e a c h i n g  
1 ,484  i n  1915 -- 98 p e r s o n s  less t h a n  t h e  f i g u r e  45 y e a r s  b e f o r e .  

I n  1880 as i n  1905,  much o f  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  (11 .4% and 
8 .2% r e s p e c t i v e l y )  were made up  of German and  E n g l i s h  f a m i l i e s .  A 
l a r g e  I t a l i a n  community, a s  i n  Conway and D e e r f i e l d  i n  1880,  was p r o b a b l y  
connec ted  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  N e w  
Haven & Northampton R a i l r o a d ,  comple ted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

P r imary  commerc ia l  and economic c e n t e r  c o n t i n u e d  a t  S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  
w i t h  e x p a n s i o n  a l o n g  Main a n d  Water S t r e e t  t r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  a f f l u e n t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  a t  b a s e  o f  Massamett  Mountain.  L o c a l  c i v i c  
f o c u s  remained  a t  S h e l b u r n e  C e n t e r  a l o n g  G r e e n f i e l d  Road (Route  2 )  
w i t h  up land  a g r i c u l t u r e  m a i n t a i n e d  t o  C o l r a i n  l i n e .  

D.  Economic Base:  

The a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  Troy & G r e e n f i e l d  R a i l r o a d  i n  S h e l h u r n e  F a l l s  i n  
1867 ( a l b e i t  on t h e  Buckland s i d e ! )  made p o s s i b l e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e x p a n s i o n  i n  S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  i n d u s t r y .  Among t h e  new f i r m s  was S t r e e t e r  
& Mayhew, a  maker of  s i l k  sewing  t h r e a d ,  and by 1875 t h e  town ' s  l e a d i n g  
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employer.  J. W. Gardner ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  former c u t l e r y  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a t  
Lamson & Goodnow, r e t i r e d  i n  1876 t o  form a  p o c k e t  c u t l e r y  f i r m  on t h e  
She lburne  s i d e .  Both t h e  German Harmonica Company and t h e  Frankton 
M i l l s  were formed i n  1877. (The l a t t e r  produced c o t t o n  p r i n t  c l o t h  i n  
a  former p a p e r  m i l l  on t h e  North R i v e r . )  

By t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  Shelburne  was t h e  l e a d i n g  m i l k  p roducer  i n  t h e  coun ty ,  
and t h e  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  cheese  p roducer .  P robab ly  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 1 s ,  t h e  
Shelburne  F a l l s  Co-opera t ive  Creamery was e s t a b l i s h e d .  But t h e  town 's  
key l o c a t i o n  on t h e  r a i l r o a d  made it a n  i m p o r t a n t  mi lk  d e p o t ,  and by 
t h e  end of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  l o c a l  d a i r y  farms began s e l l i n g  mi lk  d i r e c t l y  
t o  l a r g e  m i l k  d i s t r i b u t o r s  f o r  t h e  Boston,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and Northampton 
marke t s .  Four F r a n k l i n  County towns l e d  t h e  s t a t e  i n  beef  p r o d u c t i o n  
i n  1885: G r e e n f i e l d ,  D e e r f i e l d ,  Conway, and She lburne .  

Sugar maples and a p p l e  trees w e r e  numerous, and t h e i r  p r o d u c t s  were an  
i m p o r t a n t  town h a r v e s t .  Two hardware m a n u f a c t u r e r s  w e r e  l i s t e d  i n  
1890, Goodel l  B r o t h e r s  and H .  H .  Mayhew Co.; two box makers;  and t h e  
Mayhew S i l k  Company. By 1913, two k n i t t i n g  m i l l s  had moved i n t o  
Shelburne  F a l l s .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  of t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  Shelburne  F a l l s  was 
t h e  " B r i g h t  Spo t"  of F r a n k l i n  County,  a s  t h e  v i l l a g e  became " t h e  g r e a t  
h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  power c e n t e r "  of t h e  New England Power Company work a long  
t h e  Deerf i e l d  R i v e r .  "Every th ing  i s  p r o s p e r o u s ,  " wrote  t h e  magazine 
e d i t o r s  of Western New England i n  1912. The power p l a n t s  w e r e  n e a r i n g  
comple t ion ;  t h e r e  were p l a n s  f o r  a  l a r g e  m e t a l l u r g i c a l  works ( P r a t t  
~ r o p  Forge  and T o o l ) ,  and e l e c t r i c  power was i n t r o d u c e d ,  c .  1911-12, a s  
a  major  b o o s t  t o  t h e  manufac tu r ing  i n t e r e s t s ,  a t  Lamson & Goodnow, 
H .  H .  Mayhew, and Goode l l  Tool .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f r e i g h t  t r a f f i c  over  t h e  
new Shelburne  F a l l s  & C o l r a i n  S t r e e t  Railway,  dominated by a p p l e s  and 
m i l k ,  swe l l ed  t h e  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  F a l l s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Expansion a t  She lburne  F a l l s  con t inued  a t  a  s t e a d y  pace 
through t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  b u t  e l sewhere  i n  t h e  town, new resi- 
d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  c e a s e d ;  i n  most c a s e s ,  t h e  on ly  b u i l d i n g s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  w e r e  b a r n s .  A t  Shelburne  F a l l s ,  however, 
a  r ange  of houses  from workers '  c o t t a g e s  t o  s t y l i s h  two and two-and-a- 
h a l f  s t o r y  houses  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  workers '  hous ing a t  
t h e  F a l l s  c o n s i s t s  of s i d e h a l l  p l a n  one-and-a-half o r  two-s tory  S t i c k  
S t y l e  and Queen Anne c o t t a g e s ;  such housing i s  l o c a t e d  w e s t  of C o l r a i n  
Road behind t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t  and on C o l r a i n  Road and Mechanic 
S t r e e t .  More e l a b o r a t e  and l a r g e r  Second Empire, S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen 
Anne and Craftsman s t y l e  houses ,  some of them probably  a r c h i t e c t  
d e s i g n e d ,  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of t h e  v i l l a g e .  Some 
of t h e  f i n e s t  of t h e s e  were b u i l t  j u s t  e a s t  of  Route 2; t h e s e  i n c l u d e  
s e v e r a l  h i p  roofed  S t i c k  S t y l e  and s t u c c o  Craftsman houses  a s  w e l l  a s  
one o r  two mansard roofed  houses  of p r e t e n s i o n .  S e v e r a l  houses were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  of b r i c k .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Most of t h e  town ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  The e a r l i e s t  of t h e s e  a r e  modest one-s to ry  framed 
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I t a l i a n a t e  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  F O X ~ O V J ~  and S k i n n e r  S c h o o l s  (1871)  . L a t e r ,  
more s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  t h e  F a l l s .  These 
i n c l u d e  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  h i p  r o o f e d  b r i c k  A r m s  Academy (1880,  
E .  C .  Gardner  , S p r i n g f i e l d )  , g r a n i t e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  T r i n i t y  Church 
(1884,  B a r t l e t t  B r o t h e r s ,  b u i l d e r s ,  Whately)  and  t h e  Beaux A r t s  
C l a s s i c a l  A r m s  o r  P r a t t  Memorial  L i b r a r y  ( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  w i t h  a  domed c e n t r a l  
b l o c k  and r i g h t  a n g l e d  wings .  O t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  n e o c l a s s i c a l  
b r i c k  Town H a l l  ( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  S h e l b u r n e  F r e e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  ( 1 8 9 8 ) ,  a  
f i e l d s t o n e  Tudor/Craf tsman b u i l d i n g  a t  S h e l b u r n e  C e n t e r ,  t h e  V e t e r a n ' s  
C lub  (1905)  and  an  E a s t l a k e / I t a l i a n a t e  c h a p e l  (c .  1875)  on  Water S t r e e t  
a t  t h e  F a l l s .  Founded i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  t h e  German H a r u g a r i  s o c i e t y  
(1873)  and  t h e  Hook and Ladder  F i r e  Company ( 1 8 7 3 ) .  

Commercial: The r ema inde r  of  t h e  commerc ia l  d i s t r i c t  on B r i d g e  S t r e e t  
was b u i l t  up i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  Among t h e  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  two and t h r e e -  
s t o r y  masonry b l o c k s  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  C o u i l l a r d  Block ( 1 8 7 6 ) ,  t h e  B r i c k  
Bank Block (1871)  , t h e  M e r r i l l - R i c h a r d s o n  b u i l d i n g  (1871)  , t h e  second 
Swan Block (1871)  , t h e  Wood Block (1879)  , S t e b b i n s  Block (1880)  and 
V i c e  Block ( 1 8 9 3 ) .  Almost a l l  of t h e s e  a r e  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  
a r c a d e d  Romanesque R e v i v a l  c o r b e l  t a b l e  c o r n i c e s  and segmen ta l  a r c h e d  
windows. An e x c e p t i o n  i s  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  Merrill  Richardson  
B u i l d i n g  w i t h  l a n c e t  windows. Almost a l l  r e t a i n  p e r i o d  s t o r e f r o n t s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  P r o b a b l y  t h e  most  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  
p e r i o d  i s  t h e  1908 B r i d g e  o f  F l o w e r s ,  a v e r y  e a r l y  r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  
s t r u c t u r e .  (See  Buckland Town R e p o r t .  ) 

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

Abandonment of  l o c a l  t r o l l e y  sys t em t o  Buckland and C o l r a i n  from 
S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  (1927)  and  c o n t i n u e d  improvement of Mohawk T r a i l  
(Route  2 )  as p r i m a r y  east-west a u t o  highway from C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  
w i t h  secondary  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  a s  Route  112 t o  C ~ l r a i n ~ i n c l u d i n g  
a r c h  t r u s s  a t  Nor th  R i v e r  ( 1 9 3 9 ) .  

S h e l b u r n e ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f a l l  m a r g i n a l l y  u n t i l  1920. 
Between 1920 and  1940,  i t  r o s e  10 .2% -- t h e  f i f t h  h i g h e s t  r a t e  i n  t h e  
c o u n t y ,  though Buckland i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t .  
Much of  S h e l b u r n e ' s  g rowth  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  ' 2 0 ' s  and e a r l y  ' 3 0 ' s .  
By 1940,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  had r e a c h e d  1 ,636 .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Con t inued  e x p a n s i o n  o f  S h e l b u r n e  F a l l s  a s  commercial  c e n t e r  w i t h  
Plohawk T r a i l  highway a x i s  a l o n g  B r i d g e  S t r e e t  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  
R e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighborhood m a i n t a i n e d  Along Water S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  
g r a d u a l  deve lopment  o f  Massamett  Mountain s l o p e s .  C i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  
remained a t  S h e l b u r n e  C e n t e r  w i t h  highway commercial  development  
a l o n g  Mohawk T r a i l  (Route  2) f rom G r e e n f i e l d .  D a i r y  f a r m s  c o n t i n u e d  
as p r imary  a c t i v i t y  on u p l a n d s  t o  C o l r a i n  and D e e r f i e l d .  

D. Economic Base:  

S h e l b u r n e ' s  economic development  was l i m i t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  She lburne  
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F a l l s  a r e a ,  where r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  new Mohawk 
T r a i l  highway b rough t  a n  expanding t o u r i s t - o r i e n t e d  commercial p r o s p e r i t y .  
P robab ly  t h e  town 's  major  i n d u s t r y  was t h a t  of t h e  Mayhew S t e e l  
P r o d u c t s  Company, by 1930 employing abou t  200 i n  manufactur ing  a  
v a r i e t y  of f o r g e d  t o o l s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  
Houses and c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  s m a l l  numbers a t  Shelburne  F a l l s  
and i n  s c a t t e r e d  l o c a t i o n s  on Route 2 .  Almost a l l  of t h e s e  a r e  modest 
h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f e d  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  A few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Shelburne-Buckland Community 
Church ( 1 9 2 8 ) , t h e  b r i c k  Georgian Rev iva l  S t a t e  P o l i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  on 
Route 2 and a  n e o c l a s s i c a l  h i p  roof  s c h o o l  (c .1930)  a t  Shelburne  
C e n t e r .  Commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of  some new b u i l d i n g  a t  
Shelburne  F a l l s  and a  f a i r  amount of a u t o - r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g  a l o n g  
Route 2. B u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  F a l l s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Schack Block (1922) and 
B l a s s b e r g ' s  Garage ( 1 9 2 5 ) ,  a  two-s tory  ye l low b r i c k  b u i l d i n g .  T o u r i s t  
c o u r t s w i t h  s i x  t o  e i g h t  one-room c a b i n s  w e r e  b u i l t  on Route 2 a t  
Shelburne  C o l r a i n  and L i t t l e  Mohawk Roads. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  S h e l b u r n e ' s  i n v e n t o r y  i s  complete f o r  pre-1830 s t r u c t u r e s  
and f o r  commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a t  Shelburne  F a l l s .  
I n  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  i n v e n t o r y  forms a r e  thorough ly  r e s e a r c h e d  and 
p r o v i d e  complete s t a t e m e n t s  of h i s t o r i c  u s e  and ownership r e c o r d .  
E x i s t i n g  forms a r e  admirab le  f o r  t h e i r  thoroughness .  Genera l  survey 
of mid t o  l a t e  19 th -cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  development a t  Shelburne  
F a l l s  and of e a r l y  t o  mid 19 th -cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  e l sewhere  i n  t h e  town h a s  n o t  been under taken and shou ld  
b e  completed.  She lburne  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of p r e s e r -  
v a t i o n  of n e a r l y  a l l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  t h e  
i n t a c t  commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods a t  Shelburne  F a l l s .  
P r e s e r v a t i o n  of c u r r e n t  open-space l e v e l s  and of t h e  open,  wide ly - se t  
19 th -cen tu ry  s t ree t  g r i d  a t  t h e  F a l l s  shou ld  be a  p r i o r i t y .  

Other  a r e a s  of p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t a c t  q u a l i t y  i n c l u d e  T a y l o r ,  Zera F i s k e  
and South  Roads, a l l  w i t h  we l l -p rese rved  19 th -cen tu ry  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l andscapes .  
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