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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: October 1981 Community: Seekonk 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Rolling h i l l s  with extensive swamp in central  portion of the town. Drainage 
on the west by the Ten Mile River and Runni ns River and in the south by Clear 
Run Brook and Torrey Creek. So i l s  generally sandy t o  gravelly.  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Seekonk was incorporated as  a town on February 26, 1312 from the western 
half of Rehoboth. The northwest quarter  of town was incorporated as the 
town of Pawtucket in  1828. Southwest portion of town was incorporated as 
East Providence in 1862 with the creation of the Massachusetts-Rhode Island 
border. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Seekonk i s  a suburban communi ty  on the Massachusetts Rhode Island Border. 
The town appears t o  have been a f r inge area fo r  native settlement during the 
Contact period , with some conjectured native s i t e s  . European settlement 
a f t e r  1675. Major set t lement in Pawtucket/East Providence, Rhode Is1 and 
area.  Part of Rehoboth unti l  1812, the town when incorporated included 
Pawtucket and East Providence, Rhode Island. The town as incorpor ted 
contained two i ndustri a1 vi 11 ages (Pawtucket and East Providence) 2' nd an 
agr icul tura l  hinterland ( t h e  present town). By 1862 the town l o s t  i t s  
indust r ia l  base since the focus had o r ig ina l ly  been the Bl ackstone/ 
Seekonk River. ( S l a t e r ' s  Cotton Mill was a l so  in  the original  town). Until 
the development of the e l e c t r i c  t r o l l ey  1 ines the town remained primarily 
agr icul tura l  ; a f t e r  the i n s t a l l  at ion of the t ro l l eys  the town was e f fec t ive ly  
opened t o  suburbanization, a function t h a t  has in tensi f ied  in the 20th 
century. 

IV. CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A .  Transportation Routes: 

Several probable major coastal and r i  veri ne access routes passed through 
the Seekonk area.  A conjectured major native t r a i l  may have extended from 
the present Attl eboro/Seekonk 1 i ne south a1 ong Route 152, then rough1 y 
para l le l ing the western border of Seekonk and following the southern portion 
of Arcade Avenue (immediately south of i t s  junction with Route 44) ,  Fall 
River Avenue and Warren Avenue. Ul timatel y , t h i s  route probably extended 
t o  the neavily s e t t l ed  coastal and r i  verine region encompassing present 
Swansea, Barrington and Warren ( l a t t e r  two in Rhode I s land) .  A second north- 
south route possibly branched off  pY'the previous t r a i l  extending fu r the r  
e a s t  a1 ong Wal ker, Prospect, Lincoln, Bradley, Asyl um, Anthony and School 
S t r ee t s .  The junction of School S t r ee t  and Runnins River i s  1 ikely the s i t e  
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o f  a  n a t i v e  f o r d  which would have prov ided access t o  t he  Seekonk R iver  area. 
A  probably  p r imary  east -west  t r a i l  extended off,' the Tremont S t r e e t  t r a i l  
i n  no r t he rn  Rehoboth a long  Cross and Pine S t ree t s  and the  western p o r t i o n  
o f  Woodlawn S t r e e t  ( i n t e r s e c t e d  the  Route 152 t r a i l ) .  The p o i n t  a t  which 
School S t r e e t  crossed the Tenmile R i ve r  may have been the  s i t e  o f  a  n a t i v e  
f o r d .  Two con jec tu red  secondary t r a i  1  s  p o s s i b l y  f o l  1  owing t h e  general rou tes  
o f  Brown and Woodward Avenues 1  inked t he  Pine S t r e e t  and Route 152 t r a i l s  
and the  Route 152 and Walker S t r e e t  t r a i l s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

B . Set t lement  Pa t te rns  : 

There were no documented n a t i v e  Contact Per iod  s i t e s .  A  l a r g e  number 
( 9  o f  14 s i t e s )  o f  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  were s i t u a t e d  i n  the no r the rn  
t h i r d  o f  Seekonk ad jacen t  t o  t he  Pine, Route 152 and Brown Avenue t r a i l s .  
These s i t e s  inc luded  a  1  arge v i l l a g e  a t  the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Newman Avenue and 
Read S t r e e t .  A l l  b u t  two o f  the remain ing u n i d e n t i f i e d  s i t e s  were s i t u a t e d  
near the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  t he  Runnins R iver .  One o f  these s i t e s  was a  
1  arge v i  11 age 1  ocated immediately e a s t  o f  the  con jec tu red  School S t r e e t  
n a t i v e  f o rd .  Add i t i ona l  Contact pe r i od  se t t lement  may have taken p lace a long 
the southern p o r t i o n  o f  t he  Route 152 t r a i l  (Arcade Avenue south)  and r i c h  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  ad jacen t  t o  Prospect, L i nco ln ,  Brad ley  and Asyl um S t ree t s  
( n a t i v e  t r a i  1  ) . 

Subsistence Pat te rns :  

Na t i ve  f i s h i n g  i n  the Seekonk area was probably  1  im i  t ed  due t o  t he  1  ack 
o f  l a r g e  f reshwater  streams and r i v e r s .  The ma jo r i  ty  o f  l o c a l  f i s h i n g  1  i k e l y  
occurred on t he  Tenmile and Runnins Rivers ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  the e c o l o g i c a l l y  
d i ve rse  wet land area s i t u a t e d  a t  t he  School S t r e e t  n a t i v e  f o r d .  Add i t i ona l  
f i s h i n g  and marine resource c o l l  e c t i o n  probably  was undertaken i n  t he  Warren, 
B a r r i n g t o n  and Seekonk R ivers  and Mount Hope and Narraganset t  Bays. Hunt ing 
would have taken p lace i n  Seekonk's ex tens ive  woodlands and marshlands. 
Prime a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  was concentrated i n  a  nor th -sou th  c o r r i d o r  descr ibed 
above and a long Brown Avenue. The Seekonk a rea ' s  p r o x i m i t y  t o  Mount Hope 
and Narraganset t  Bays, a  known r e g i o n  o f  pre-1620 European-Indian con tac t ,  
s t r o n q l y  suggests the  1  i k e l  ihood o f  l o c a l  n a t i v e  t r ade  w i t h  Europeans i n  t h i s  
area. 

D. Observat ions: 

Seekonk was s i t u a t e d  on the  f r i n g e  o f  the  h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  r i v e r i n e  and 
coas ta l  r e g i o n  o f  southeastern Rhode I s l a n d  and Massachusetts. The area may 
have been u t i l i z e d  as se t t lement  s i t e s  by the  Narraganset t  (Wampanoags) and 
Mount Hope Bay n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t s  d u r i n g  t he  c o o l e r  f a l l  and w i n t e r  months. 
Local n a t i v e  se t t lement  probably  focused on t h e  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  l and  i n  the  
eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  Seekonk and the  l a r g e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  west o f  
South Seekonk. The l i k l i h o o d  o f  s u r v i v i n g  evidence o f  Contact pe r i od  s e t t l e -  
ment appears t o  be g r e a t e s t  a long  Prospect,  L i n c o l n  and Brad ley  S t ree t s  because 
o f  a  minimum o f  development i n  t h i s  area. 
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V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A.  T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

There was no documentation o f  pre-1675 c o l o n i a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes .  
However, i t  i s  1  i k e l y  t he  s e t t l e r s  adapted the  e x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  t r a i l  network 
t o  t h e i r  own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  needs. Poss ib ly  t h ree  o f  the  e a r l i e s t  u t i l i z e d  
rou tes  were the  Pine S t ree t ,  Route 152 and Walker S t r e e t  t r a i l s .  These 
rou tes  would have prov ided access t o  t he  o r i g i n a l  Old Rehoboth se t t lement  
node s i  tua ted  i n  Rumford, East  Providence and R ivers ide  . 
B  . Popul a  t i o n  : 

No f i g u r e s  f o r  the  n a t i v e  o r  w h i t e  popu la t ion .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  
o r i g i n a l l y  were r e s i d e n t s  o f  B ra in t ree ,  Weymouth and Hingham. 

C .  Set t lement  Pa t t e rns :  

E x i s t i n g  secondary sources p rov ide  no i n s i g h t  i n t o  pre-war n a t i v e  s e t t l e -  
ment. Sca t te red  Eng l i sh  se t t lement  p robab ly  occurred s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  
c .  1643 es tab l i shment  o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  Old Rehoboth se t t lement  node on the  
Seekonk R iver .  Loca t i on  o f  these pre-1675 s e t t l e r s  i s  unc lear .  Local 
r e s i d e n t s  a t tended c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the  c .  1646 (Old Rehoboth) 
meetinghouse i n  p resen t  Rumford, Rhode I s l a n d .  

D .  Economic Base: 

The n a t i v e  popu la t i on  probably  mainta ined t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  subs is tence 
pa t t e rns  a l though w i t h  increased emphasis on Anglo- Ind ian t r ade .  No mention 
o f  the  s e t t l e r s  ' economic p u r s u i t s  . Subsistence a g r i c u l  t u re ,  hun t i ng  and 
lumber ing were probably  the bas is  o f  t he  c o l o n i a l  economy. Commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l  i t i e s  were 1  i k e l y  sought i n  t he  Old Rehoboth se t t lement  node. 

E. Observat ions: 

The Seekonk c o l o n i a l  se t t lement  was l o c a t e d  on t he  f r i n g e  o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  
Old Rehoboth se t t lement .  There i s  a  ser ious  need f o r  d e t a i l e d  examinat ion and 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  bo th  the  n a t i v e  and Engl i s h  communities e x i s t i n g  d u r i n g  
t h i s  pe r i od .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1  675 - 1775) 

A .  T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

Minimal d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  development o f  the  c o l o n i a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  du r i ng  
t he  l a t e  17 th  and 18 th  c e n t u r i e s .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

No f i g u r e s  f o r  the  n a t i v e  o r  wh i t e  popu la t i on .  Old Rehoboth ( i nc l uded  
Seekonk) had a  popu la t i on  o f  3,690 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1765. The popu la t i on  had 
increased t o  4,191 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1776. 
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C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns  : 

It i s  unc lear  i f  a  n a t i v e  community surv ived  p a s t  K ing P h i l i p ' s  War. 
Dur ing King P h i l i p ' s  War, the s e t t l e r s  f l e d  the Seekonk area and sought 
refuge i n  severa l  g a r r i s o n  houses l o c a t e d  i n  East  Providence, North A t t l e -  
borough and Swansea. A1 though n o t  mentioned s p e c i f i c a l  l y ,  i t  i s  suspected 
Seekonk s u f f e r e d  heavy damage d u r i n g  the c o n f l  i c t .  Sources f a i l  t o  p rov ide  
a  da te  f o r  i n i t i a l  post-war se t t lement .  I t  i s  l i k e l y  the  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  
appeared s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1676. A repu ted  tavern  ( e x t a n t )  l o c a t e d  near the  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Jacob S t r e e t  and Seekonk's eas te rn  border  i s  s a i d  t o  da te  
t o  1670-80. The presence o f  t h i s  p u b l i c  f a c i l i t y  and the  l o c a t i o n  o f  a  
pre-1795 meetinghouse and ad jacen t  pre-1758 cemetery a t  the j u n c t i o n  o f  
Lake and L i n c o l n  S t r e e t s  suggest a  p r imary  se t t lement  node may have been 
es tab l i shed  i n  t he  l o c a l e  between c .  1676 and the  mid-18th cen tu ry .  A  
poss ib l e  mid-1 a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  secondary se t t lement  node may have e x i s t e d  
i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  the  Old G r i s t  M i  11 Pond ( M i l  1  Road) . 
D. Economic Base: 

No desc r i  p t i o n  o f  the  se t t lement  ' s  pos t -war  economic devel opment . Four 
poss ib l e  pre-1775 m i l  1  s  may have been e rec ted  on t he  Runnins R i ve r  a t  the  
r i v e r ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Ledge S t ree t ,  F a l l  R i ve r  Avenue, and School S t r e e t  
and on Clear  Run Brook a t  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Asylum S t r e e t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  Several two-s to ry  cen te r  chimney houses d a t i n g  f rom the  
Co lon ia l  pe r i od  a re  known t o  s u r v i v e  i n  Seekonk. The e a r l i e s t  o f  these i s  
dated t o  1680, j u s t  a f t e r  K ing P h i l i p ' s  War; t h i s  i s  the  Roadside Tavern 
on Jacobs S t r e e t .  Extens ive a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  the  b u i l d i n g  appear t o  have 
taken p lace c.  1920. Other be t te r -p reserved  p e r i o d  houses stand on Prospect 
and Walker S t ree t s  and on Arcade Avenue. A lso known i s  one more e labora te  
cen te r  chimney house w i t h  a  gable on h i p  r o o f ,  p o s s i b l y  b u i l t  as l a t e  as 
1760, which stands on Walnut S t r e e t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he  houses noted, 
severa l  co t tages  a re  known t o  su rv i ve  as w e l l ;  a l l  o f  these a re  cen te r  
chimney co t tages  a l though a t  l e a s t  one co t tage  was added t o  l a t e r  and now 
stands as a  double chimney s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  house-and-a-half p l an .  
Cottages a re  known on Elm, Arcade, Walker and Prospect S t r e e t s .  

F. Observat ions: 

D i f f i c u l t  t o  assess t he  e x t e n t  o f  the  community ' s  development because o f  
the dear th  o f  da ta  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  pe r i od .  The Seekonk area res iden t s  
probably  had s t r ong  s o c i a l  and commercial t i e s  w i t h  p resen t  Rehoboth s ince  
i t  was n o t  separated f rom t h i s  town u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry .  

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Improvement o f  e x i  s t i  ng c o l o n i a l  roads.  Providence-Taunton t u r n p i k e  
( ~ i n t h r o p  S t r e e t )  completed 1829. 
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B.  Populat ion:  

V I I I .  

Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  unava i l ab le  p r i o r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  181 2. The 
decade f o r  which f i g u r e s  a re  a v a i l a b l e ,  1820-1830, i n d i c a t e s  a  dec l  i n e  due 
t o  the  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  Pawtucket V i l l a g e  i n  1828. 

C .  Set t lement :  

M a j o r i t y  o f  se t t lement  i n  p resen t  town boundaries cons is ted  of  farmsteads 
a long c o l o n i a l  roads. P r i n c i p l e  i n d u s t r i a l  nodes a t  Pawtucket V i l l  age and 
East Providence, bo th  now i n  Rhode I s l a n d .  

D. Economic Base: 

W i th i n  present  bounds of  the  town, Seekonk was e n t i r e l y  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  
community, though small m i l l s  had been es tab l i shed  on the  Tenmile and 
Runni ns R ivers  . 
E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

Res iden t ia l  : Several Federal p e r i o d  houses were noted i n  Seekonk, a1 though 
very  few are  recorded i n  the  e x i s t i n g  i nven to ry  o f  t he  town. Center-chimney 
houses were observed i n  almost equal numbers w i t h  end and double-chimney 
examples. Per iod  houses were observed on County S t ree t ,  Prospect S t ree t ,  
Asyl um S t ree t ,  Pine S t ree t ,  Newman and Fa1 1  R iver  Avenues. A1 though some o f  
the houses have l o s t  t h e i r  t r i m ,  a t  l e a s t  a  few r e t a i n  we l l  d e t a i l e d  elements; 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  no tab le  was the  use o f  a  door surround w i t h  f l a t  en tab la tu re  
supported on a t tenua ted  consoles ornamented w i t h  f l o r a l  swags. The most 
ou ts tand ing  Federal house s tand ing  i n  Seekonk i s  the  Simeon M a r t i n  House (1 801 ) 
on County S t r e e t .  A h ip - roo fed ,  end chimney house w i t h  a  f ree-s tand ing  Dor ic  
p o r t i c o ,  the house was remodel led i n  1957 and a t  t h a t  t ime i t  l o s t  much o f  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l i n g  which inc luded  a  h i gh  moni tor ,  pedimented dormers, and 
Chi ness Chippendale ba l  ust rades.  Houses o f  s im i  1  a r  p re tens ion  a re  unknown 
i n  the town. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  houses noted, cen te r  and end chimney cot tages 
were observed on F a l l  R iver ,  Newman and Arcade Avenues a t  Seekonk and a lonq 
o u t l y i n g  roads i n  t he  eas te rn  ha1 f o f  town. 

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Boston and Providence Ra i l r oad  opened through no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  town i n  
1835. Otherwise improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads. 

B .  Populat ion:  

Popu la t ion  d e c l i n e  cont inues i n  t he  decade 1830-1849, then 20 years o f  
increase.  The cess ion o f  t e r r i t o r y  t o  Rhode I s l a n d  which r e s u l t e d  i n  the  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  East Providence i n  1861 resu l  t ed  i n  a  sharp decl  i n e  i n  popu- 
l a t i o n  a t  the  end o f  the pe r i od .  Fore ign born popu la t i on  minimal i n  1855. 

C .  Set t lement :  

With t he  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  East  Providence, the town l o s t  i t s  l a s t  major 
i n d u s t r i a l  node. Set t lement  p a t t e r n  b a s i c a l l  y  1  i near w i t h  small commercial 
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nodes a t  Perk ins Br idge  S t a t i o n  and Perk ins S t a t i o n  on the  Boston and 
Providence Ra i l  road. 

D. Economic Base: 

Boston & Providence R a i l  road b u i l  t through the  nor thwest  co rner  o f  the  
town, 1834.45, though w i t h o u t  apprec iab le  impact on town. I n  1865 166 
farms recorded. 

The town was devastated i n  1862 when by agreement between the govern- 
ments i n  Boston and Providence, Seekonk was depr ived  o f  approx imate ly  h a l f  
o f  i t s  t e r r i  t o r y ,  two t h i r d s  o f  the  town va l  ua t ion ,  more than two t h i r d s  
o f  i t s  popu la t ion ,  and v i r t u a l  1  y a1 1  o f  i t s  manufactur i  ng-tpr imar7y 
impor tan t  c o t t o n  m i l l s  a long  the lower  s t r e t ches  o f  the  Tenmile R iver .  No 
a c t  of  surgery cou ld  have been more severe. 

To some ex ten t ,  Seekonk res iden t s  appear t o  have brought  the a c t i o n  
on themselves . I n  1858 the Rumford Chemical Works was removed f rom Pleasant 
Va l ley ,  Rhode I s l a n d  t o  what was then Seekonk. A  p a r t i s a n  suppor ter  o f  
the i n d u s t r y  descr ibed what fo l lowed:  

Prosecut ions were f o o l  i s h l y  c a r r i e d  on by some o f  the 
i n h a b i t a n t s  aga ins t  the Works as a  nuisance, b u t  these 
were e v e n t u a l l y  ended by the  se t t l emen t  o f  the boundary 
1  i n e  between Massachusetts and Rhode I s 1  and, which 
M r .  Wi lson [ ~ e o r g e  F. Wilson, owner o f  the  works] and 
h i s  f r i e n d s  had v i go rous l y  pushed on t o  i t s  issue,  and 
by which the  w e s t e r l y  p o r t i o n  o f  Seekonk, on which a re  
s i t u a t e d  the  Rumford Chemical Works, became a  p a r t  of  
Rhode I s l a n d .  Thus were the compla in ts  under the 
Massachusetts law quashed, and Rhode I s l a n d  gained one 
o f  t he  most impo r tan t  o f  he r  manufactor ies,  w h i l e  she 
has no th i ng  o f  which she may more p r o p e r l y  boast  as 
more va l  uable t o  the we1 1  -be ing o f  the  race i n  general . 
[Great I n d u s t r i e s ,  11 07-8 .] 

E . Arch i  t e c t u r e  : 

Res iden t ia l  : C lus te r s  o f  houses and co t tages  b u i l t  i n  the  pe r i od  a re  
l o c a t e d  on Fa1 1  R i ve r  Avenue a t  South Seekonk, a t  Fa1 1  R i ve r  and County S t ree t s  
a t  Seekonk and n o r t h  o f  Seekonk a long  Newman Avenue. Modest houses were 
a1 so b u i l t  i n  some numbers a long  o u t l y i n g  roads t o  the  eas t  o f  the town cen te r  
espec ia l  l y  a1 ong L i n c o l  n  S t r e e t .  Most o f  these a r e  s imply-deta i  1  ed Greek 
Revi val  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  e i t h e r  end-chimney, cen te r -en t rance  o r  s i d e h a l l  
p lans.  A t  l e a s t  one end-chimney Greek Revival  /I t a l  i a n a t e  house w i t h  a  
mon i to r  r o o f  was noted on Walker S t r e e t .  Al though most o f  the  houses and 
co t tages  b u i l t  a f t e r  the 1850s i nco rpo ra te  elements o f  bo th  t he  Greek Revival  
and I t a l  i ana te  s t y l e s ,  a  few we1 1  developed I t a l  i ana te  houses were noted 
i n c l u d i n g  one unusual L -p lan  co t tage  w i t h  a  square tower l o c a t e d  on Prospect 
S t r e e t .  Other houses and co t tages  o f  the  1850s and '60s were observed on 
Newman and Ra l l  R i ve r  Avenues. 
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IX. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A t  l e a s t  two i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  the p e r i o d  
a re  known, the  Seekonk Grange, a  two-story ,  center -ent rance I t a l i a n a t e  
b u i l d i n g  on F a l l  R i ve r  Avenue a t  South Seekonk, and the  F i r s t  Par ish  church, 
a  one-s to ry  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  one-stage be1 f r y  ( c .  1850) on County S t r e e t .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 191 5)  

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

I n t e r s t a t e  S t r e e t  Railway 1891 a long  Centra l  Avenue, then across Tenmi 1  e  
R iver .  Providence and Taunton S t r e e t  R a i l  way a long  Winthrop S t r e e t .  
Improvement o f  e x i s t i n g  roads. 

B  . Popul a t i  on : 

This  pe r i od  was one o f  s low b u t  steady growth t o  the  end o f  the  cen tu ry ,  
then the beginnings o f  r a p i d  growth t o  t he  end o f  the  pe r i od .  Fore ign born 
popu la t i on  goes f rom j u s t  under 10% i n  1885 t o  approx imate ly  25% i n  1915. 
Our Lady o f  M t .  Carmel Ca tho l i c  Church b u i l t  on L i n c o l n  S t r e e t  and Winthrop 
between 1904 and 1910. 

C .  Set t lement :  

Some new r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  as i n f i l l  a long  e x i s t i n g  roads and 
a1 ong t r o l  l e y  1  i nes. Conjectured suburban f u n c t i o n  f o r  no r t he rn  p o r t i o n  o f  
town ad jacen t  t o  Pawtucke t . 

Economic Base : 

The town remained who1 l y  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  , though some l o c a l  p roduc t ion  o f  
small beer r epo r ted  i n  1875. E a r l y  i n  the p resen t  cen tu ry ,  E l i  j a h  Kent, 
who operated a  t u r n i n g  shop on the upper reaches o f  the  Tenmile River ,  
conver ted h i s  p r i v i l e g e  t o  manufacture o f  t enn i s  racquets  and c roquet  sets ,  
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  as the Kent Manufactur ing Company. Wi th  the opening o f  the 
Providence and Taunton S t r e e t  Railway, Seekonk became i n c r e a s i n g l y  a  
r e s i  d e n t i  a1 suburb o f  Providence . 
E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : I n t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occurred i n  the nor thern  
ha1 f o f  town d u r i n g  the  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the years 
around 1900. Suburban development w i t h  a  mix  o f  one and two-story  houses 
took p lace  a long  Centra l  and Newman Avenues w i t h  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  Co lon ia l  
Revival  and Craftsman houses b u i  1  t on Centra l  Avenue w i  t h  small e r  more 
modest ly d e t a i  1  ed Craftsman co t tages  l o c a t e d  on the s i d e s t r e e t s  behind 
Centra l  Avenue. Other 1  ess concentrated suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
occurred a long  County Road and Fa1 1  R i ve r  Avenue a t  Seekonk and a lonq F a l l  
R i ve r  Avenue i n  a  l i n e a r  p a t t e r n  a t  South Seekonk. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  few very  
we1 1  d e t a i l e d  and probably  a r c h i  tect -des igned houses were cons t ruc ted  on 
Prospect S t r e e t  a f t e r  the  t u r n  o f  t he  cen tu ry .  These i nc l ude  a  stone Queen 
Anne house o f  cons iderab le  p re tens ion  on L i n c o l n  Avenue a t  Lake S t r e e t  as 
w e l l  as severa l  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  houses on Prospect S t r e e t .  A ve ry  few 
two-fami ly houses were b u i l t  i n  the  no r the rn  h a l f  o f  town. 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A number o f  modest i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were cons t ruc ted  
du r i ng  the per iod ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  the  t u r n  o f  t he  cen tu ry .  Among these 
a re  the  Mount Carmel church ( c .  191 5 ) ,  a one-story  Goth ic  Revival  chapel on 
Taunton Avenue, and a t  l e a s t  t h ree  schools (Green, Newman Avenue and North 
Schools) , a1 1  we1 1  d e t a i l e d  b r i c k  Co lon ia l  Revival  b u i l d i n g s ,  one s t o r y  i n  
h e i g h t  w i t h  h i p  r o o f s .  

Commercial: A  few commercial b u i l d i n g s  a t  North Seekonk may have been b u i l t  
i n  the p e r i o d  a long  w i t h  some commercial b u i l d i n g s  a t  South Seekonk and a long  
Taunton Avenue (Route 44) .  A  small , h ip - roo fed  b u i l d i n g  observed on Central  
Avenue may be a  t r o l l e y  w a i t i n g  room. 

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Winthrop S t r e e t  des ignated as Route 101 (now Route 44) i n  1930s. Providence 
and Taunton S t r e e t  Railway l i n e  goes t o  buses i n  1928. 

B . Popul a t i o n  : 

Except f o r  t he  depress ion decade t he  popu la t i on  o f  Seekonk exper ienced 
almost exponent ia l  growth d u r i n g  the  E a r l y  Modern and p o s t  World War 11 per iods .  

C .  Set t lement :  

Some r e s i d e n t i a l  development i n  no r t he rn  p o r t i o n  o f  town p r i m a r i l y  as suburb 
o f  Pawtucket. Other development i n  southern p o r t i o n  o f  town poss ib l e  East 
Providence suburb. Other r e s i d e n t i a l  development p r i m a r i l y  i n f i l l  a long  
e x i  s t i n g  roads. 

Economic Base: 

No new i d e n t i f i e d  i n d u s t r y .  Kent Mfg. Co. i n  ope ra t i on  throughout  per iod ,  
though a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion  dec l i ned  i n  the face  o f  r a p i d l y  growing suburban 
popu la t ion .  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : Seekonk apparen t l y  began t o  f u n c t i o n  as a  r u r a l  suburb o f  East 
Providence d u r i n g  the  per iod ;  t h i s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  the f a c t  t h a t  many o l d e r  houses, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  eas te rn  ha1 f o f  the  town, were remodel led du r i ng  t he  per iod .  
Many 01 der farmsteads were conver ted t o  ch icken  p roduc t ion  and had l o n g  one and 
two-s to ry  coops b u i l  t amidst  e x i s t i n g  o u t b u i l d i n g s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  modest ly 
d e t a i l e d  co t tages  were b u i l t  i n t o  the 1920s a t  Nor th  Seekonk and across the  
western ha1 f o f  town w i t h  a  few 1  a rge r  and more e l a b o r a t e l y  d e t a i l e d  Craftsman 
houses b u i l t  i n  the  eas te rn  s e c t i o n  o f  the town. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Only one i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  was observed f o r  the per iod;  
t h i s  i s  the  Church o f  the  Ho ly  N a t i v i t y  (1923) on County S t ree t ,  a  one-story  
chapel w i t h  a  be1 f r y .  
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

X I I .  

Seekonk's survey c o n s i s t s  o f  some one dozen i n v e n t o r y  forms, n e a r l y  a11 
o f  which document houses o f  t he  1 8 t h  cen tu ry .  A number o f  we1 1 d e t a i l e d  
Federal houses s tand i n  the town and need documentation; i n  a d d i t i o n ,  t he re  
a re  many good Greek Revival  , I t a l  i ana te ,  Queen Anne and Co lon ia l  Revival  
houses s c a t t e r e d  across the  town. Concentrat ions o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  houses 
s tand a long  Prospec t /L inco ln  S t ree t s  and a long  NewmanlCentral S t ree t s  as 
we1 1 as a t  South Seekonk. The s e c t i o n  o f  Prospect S t r e e t  between Walker 
and Lake S t ree t s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  preserved w i t h  Co lon ia l  through mid- 
19 th  cen tu ry  farmsteads and E a r l y  Modern suburban development o f  a r c h i t e c t -  
designed Co lon ia l  Revival  houses. 

I n d u s t r i a l  : Two p o t e n t i a l l y  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  by the 
reconnaissance survey: the  Kent Mfg. Co. b u i l d i n g s  on the  Tenmile River ,  
p o s s i b l y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  p a r t  o f  the  l a t e - 1  9 th - cen t r y  t u r n i n g  m i l  1 ; and what 
i s  now the  "Old G r i s t  M i l l  Tavern," p a r t  o f  which i s  thought  t o  date t o  
1745. (Some doubt  i s  thrown on t h i s  hypothes is  by the  presence o f  the  
date "1745" scrawled on a stone o f  a p a t e n t l y  mid-20th cen tu ry  chimney; 
photos i n  the Seekonk L i b r a r y  show the  l a t e - 1  9 th -cen tu ry  b u i l d i n g  form.) 
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