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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: FEBRUARY 1983 COMMUNITY: SOUTHBOROUGH 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

C a l l e d  i n  1 8 4 7  b y  J o h n  Hayward,  a u t h o r  o f  A G a z e t t e e r  o f  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  "one  o f  t h e  p r e t t i e s t  t o w n s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y , "  
S o u t h b o r o u g h  c o n t a i n s  9,024 a c r e s  o f  g e n t l y  u n d u l a t i n g  l a n d  
r a n g i n g  i n  e l e v a t i o n  f r o m  470  f e e t  o n  t h e  h i g h e s t  h i l l s  t o  2 6 0  
f e e t  above sea l e v e l  i n  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  and meadows. The t o w n  
l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  S u d b u r y  R i v e r  D r a i n a g e  b a s i n ,  w i t h  t h e  Sudbury  
R i v e r  f o r m i n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  s o u t h e r n  b o u n d a r y .  F o r m e r l y ,  t w o  m a j o r  
b r o o k s ,  A n g l e  B rook  a n d  S t o n y  B r o o k ,  t r a v e r s e d  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and  
c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  t o w n  and p r o v i d e d  numerous s m a l l  
w a t e r - p o w e r  s i t e s .  However ,  s i n c e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  W a t e r  Commiss ion ,  S t o n y  B r o o k  became an  a q u e d u c t  i n  
1 8 9 8  and o v e r  1,200 a c r e s  w e r e  f l o o d e d  t o  f o r m  t h e  S u d b u r y  
R e s e r v o i r .  

The s o i l  i s  s t r o n g ,  r i c h ,  g r a v e l l y  loam,  v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  a l l  
t y p e s  o f  c r o p s .  Numerous sand,  c l a y ,  and  g r a v e l  d e p o s i t s  a r e  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  s m a l l  g a l c i a l  l a k e s  and o u t w a s h  p l a i n s  such  a s  t h e  f l a t  
a r e a  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  C o r d a v i l l e  Road i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t own .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  M a r l b o r o u g h  g r a n t  o f  1660 ,  t h e  " S t o n e y  
B r o o k "  s e c t i o n  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h  was e s t a b l i s h e d  as  a  t o w n  i n  1727.  
P a r t  o f  Framingham ( ' F i d d l e n e c k " )  a n n e x e d  i n  1786.  P a r t  annexed  
t o  M a r l b o r o u g h ,  1843.  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A s u b u r b a n  c o m m u n i t y  on t h e  B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  c o r r i d o r ,  a t  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  u p l a n d s .  O r i g i n a l l y  p a r t  o f  
M a r l b o r o u g h ,  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  s e t t l e m e n t  n o r t h  o f  S t o n e y  
B rook .  P r o d u c t i v e  s o i l s  and e x t e n s i v e  meadow1 ands a1 1  owed t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  h i g h  d e n s i t y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
s e t t l e m e n t .  The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  Co l  o n i a l  a n d  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
w e a l t h  i s  v i s i b l e  i n  h i g h  s t y l e  f a r m h o u s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  E a s t  
M a i n  S t r e e t .  N o t a b l e  d i s p e r s e d  v e r n a c u l a r  e x a m p l e s  f r o m  t h e s e  
p e r i o d s  a1 so s u r v i v e .  

The m e e t i n g h o u s e  s i t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 7 2 7  w i t h  p r e s e n t  c e n t r a l  
v i l l a g e  d o m i n a t e d  by m i d  t o  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  S t .  Mark  I s  ( E p i s c o p a l  ) and 
Fay p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  1860s .  M i d  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  b o o t  and shoe,  and t e x t i l e  
i n d u s t r i e s  o c c u r r e d  a t  w a t e r p o w e r  s i t e s  a l o n g  t h e  S u d b u r y  
R i v e r / B o s t o n - A 1  bany R a i l  r o a d  c o r r i d o r  a t  S o u t h v i l  l e  and 
C o r d a v i l l e ,  and a1 so a t  F a y v i l l e  a l o n g  t h e  t u r n p i l e / r a i l  r o a d  
a x i s .  Many s i d e h a l l  w o r k e r s ;  c o t t a g e s  and houses ,  and some 
d u p l e x e s  s u r v i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a l o n g  P a r k e r v i l l e  Road, C o r d a v i l l e  
Road, and  Oak S t r e e t .  S o u t h v i l  l e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e t a i n s  
a u t h e n t i c  p e r i o d  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e  s c a l e .  



The 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw c o n t i n u e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  
d e v e l  opment  o f  i n t e n s i v e  d a i r y i n g  f o r  B o s t o n  m a r k e t s .  Landmark 
" G e n t l e m e n  f a r m e r "  e s t a t e s  w e s t  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  f o c u s  
o f  l a r g e - s c a l e  d a i r y i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  The c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u d b u r y  
R e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  1890s  b y  t h e  MDC i n u n d a t e d  o r  a l t e r e d  much o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e ,  y e t  t h e  W a c h u s e t t  A q u e d u c t  c h a n n e l  
d o e s  p r e s e r v e  a n  open meadow l a n d s c a p e  s o u t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t .  Some 
e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  s u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  was s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e  
s t r e e t  r a i l  way 1  i n e  a1 ong  M a r l  b o r o  Road. S u b u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
i n t e n s i v e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  3 0  y e a r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o r t h  and  s o u t h  o f  
R o u t e  9, c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h r e a t e n  r e m a i n i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s .  
The t o w n ' s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  R o u t e  9 / I - 4 9 5  i n t e r s e c t i o n  a l s o  makes 
i t  a  p r i m e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  f u r t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1 5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

E a s t - w e s t  p a t h s  c r o s s  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  a s  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  c r o s s i n g  
r e s e r v o i r ,  and  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h  a s  Oregon-Wood1 a n d - G i l m o r e  
S t r e e t s ;  t h e y  . j o i n / c r o s s  i n  Wes tbo rough .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

No known s i t e s .  P r o b a b l e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  k n o l l s  and h i l l s  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  f o r m e r  S t o n e y  B r o o k  w h i c h  b i s e c t e d  t h e  t o w n ,  and  t h e  
S u d b u r y  R i v e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c u r r e n t l y  f l o o d e d  a d j a c e n t  
p l a i n s .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

S e a s o n a l  f i s h i n g  i n  f r e s h  w a t e r  o f  b r o o k  and r i v e r  a s  w e l l  a s  
s e a s o n a l  h u n t i n g  and g a t h e r i n g ,  and a g r i c u l t u r e .  

D. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

No i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h i s  a r e a ,  b u t  r e g i o n a l  p a t t e r n s  s u g g e s t  
N ipmucks  i n  l o w  d e n s i t y ,  s e a s o n a l l y  e x p l a i  t i n g  f r e s h w a t e r  
r e s o u r c e s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1  6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  u t i l i z e d  a s  h i g h w a y s .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e d u c e d  w i t h  p r a y i n g  t o w n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p a r e n t  
t o w n  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h .  L i t t l e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  due t o  t h r e a t s  o f  
f r o n t i e r  w a r f a r e .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

O u t l y i n g  a r e a  o f  p a r e n t  t o w n  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h ,  p o r t i o n  n o r t h  o f  
S t o n e y  B rook  u s e d  a s  cow common. No i n f o r m a t i o n  on  r e s i d e n t s .  
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Economic  Base:  

R e d u c t i o n  i n  s e a s o n a l  u s e  by  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  L o c a t i o n  o f  
p a s t u r e  l a n d  f o r  M a r l  b o r o u g h .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 - 1  7 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

E l a b o r a t i o n  o f  e a r l i e r  h i g h w a y s  w i t h  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e s  t o  
n e i g h b o r i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s :  F i s h e r - W a r d  S t r e e t s  i n  t h e  w e s t ;  
C l  i f f a r d - D e e r f o o t - S e a r s  S t r e e t s ,  M i d d l e  S t r e e t ,  and  H i l l - L i t s q u a m a  
Roads i n  t h e r e  C e n t e r ;  P i n e  H i l l  Road i n  t h e  e a s t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

F o r t y  men s i g n  p a r t i t i o n  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n  1727;  t h i r t y  t h r o a t  
d i s t e m p e r  d e a t h s  i n  1 7 4 0 - 4 1  ; s e v e n t y - f i v e  men i n  1757;  p o p u l a t i o n  
i n  735 i n  1776.  S e v e n t e e n  g a t h e r  a c h u r c h  i n  1730,  o v e r  h a l f  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o n l y  h a l f - w a y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Two g a r r i s o n s  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h  Sys tem l o c a t i o n  o n  m a i n  e a s t - w e s t  
a r t e r y .  I n i t i a l  d i s p u t e  o v e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  l o c a t i o n  s e t t l e d  o n  
a p p r o x i m a t e  g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  o n  same t o u e .  B u r y i n g  g r o u n d  and 
t r a i n i n g  f i e l d  i n c l u d e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  t h r e e - a c r e  p a r c e l .  A l l  
i m p o r t a n t  m u n i c i p a l  s t r u c t u r e s  l o c a t e d  on a d j a c e n t  p a r c e l s  
i n c l u d i n g  s c h o o l h o u s e  ( 1 7 3 0 ) ,  pound  ( 1 7 5 3 )  and  w o r k h o u s e  ( 1 7 6 4 ) .  
D i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s  e s t a b l  i s h e d  on  o u t l y i n g  M a r l  b o r o u g h  l a n d .  

D. Economic  Base:  

P r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  use :  p a s t u r a g e  o f  c a t t l e  and s h e e p / g o a t s ,  
o r c h a r d  p r o d u c t s ,  g r a i n s .  By 1771 ,  e i g h t  m i l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  two  saw 
and t o w  g r i s t ,  and  e i g h t  shops ,  t w o  t a n h o u s e s  and t w o  p o t a s h  
w o r k s .  L a n d l e s s  and p o o r  i n c r e a s i n g  by end o f  p e r i o d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  s u r v i v e s  f r o m  t h i s  p e r i o d .  E a r l i e s t  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  ch imney  d w e l l i n g  
r e c o r d e d  a s  1 6 8 0  and  one and one h a l f  s t o r y  g a m b r e l  r o o f  h o u s e  
w i t h  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  on  t h e  Oregon  Road i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  o f  
town.  The Fay  House on  C e n t e r  S t r e e t  d a t e s  f r o m  1765  and i s  a  
t w o - s t o r y  t h r e e - b a y  c e n t r a l  ch imney  p l a n .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The c o l o n i a l  r o a d s  r e m a i n  a s  t h e  l o c a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k ,  
w i t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e ,  a n d  W a r d / F i s c h e r  
Road p a r t  o f  a  m a i n  h i g h w a y  f r o m  M a r l b o r o u g h  t o  Wes tbo rough .  The 
B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  T u r n p i k e  i s  c o m p l e t e  i n  1810,  f a r  s o u t h  o f  t h e  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  s l o w l y ,  b u t  s t e a d i l y  f r o m  1776  ( 7 5 3 )  t o  1830  
( 1 , 0 8 0 ) .  P e r i o d  o f  g r e a t e s t  g r o w t h  1 8 1 0 - 1 8 2 0  ( + 1 0 4 ) .  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  f o r m e d  i n  1827.  Lyceum f o r m e d  i n  1824.  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Second m e e t i n g h o u s e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  C e n t e r  i n  1806.  Some l i n e a r  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  houses  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t .  B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  
s t o r e s ,  and d w e l l i n g s  f o r m  n u c l e u s  a t  t u r n p i k e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  i n  
F a y v i l l e .  

D .  Economic  Base:  

Economy 1  a r g e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  
c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  b o o t  a n d  shoe m a n u f a c t u r e ,  s t r a w  b r a i d  and  
b o n n e t  m a n u f a c t u r e ,  and p a l m - l e a f  h a t  m a n u f a c t u r e .  Over  200  
p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  ( o v e r  1 5 0 )  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b o o t s  and s h o e s  v a l u e d  a t  more  t h a n  $57,000, m o s t  o f  
w h i c h  c o n s i s t e d  o f  b r o g a n s  e x p o r t e d  t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  and  s l a v e  
s t a t e s .  Town a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  a  s m a l l  c l o t h i e r ' s  w o r k s ,  a  c a r r i a g e  
m a k e r ,  a  s m a l l  shoe  peg m a n u f a c t o r y ,  a  t a n n e r  and c u r r i e r ,  t w o  
s a w m i l l s ,  and f o u r  g r i s t  m i l l s .  

The B o s t o n  and W o r c e s t e r  T u r n p i k e ,  w h i c h  came t h r o u g h  S o u t h b o r o u g h  
i n  1810,  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  had l i t t l e  i m m e d i a t e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  
e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  commun i t y .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  
F a y v i l l e  a r o s e  a l o n g  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t u r n p i k e  a n d  wha t  i s  
now C o r d a v i l l e  Road d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  b u t  i t  a p p e a r s  n o t  t o  have  
d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t e r  u n t i l  t h e  end o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : C e n t e r  and  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  p l a n s  a r e  f a i r l y  e q u a l l y  
d i s t r i b u t e d .  One t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  end ch imney  d w e l l i n g  w i t h  
b r i c k  end w a l l s  s u r v i v e s  ( l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ? ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t w o  
s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  houses  a1 so s u r v i v e :  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  
h o u s e  w i t h  j a c k  a r c h e s  o n  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l ,  a  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  
f a n l i g h t  a n d  q u o i n s  a r o u n d  t h e  d o o r  ( d a t e ? ) ,  and a  t w o  and one 
h a l f - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  F l e m i s h  bond g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  f r a m e  
p e d i m e n t  and d o u b l e  end c h i m n e y s .  The 6 / 9  s a s h  have  j a c k  a r c h e s ,  
and  t h e  e n t r a n c e  d i s p l a y s  a n  e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  and s i d e l i g h t s .  
Two h a l f - h o u s e s  a r e  r e c o r d e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The second  m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( P i l g r i m  C h u r c h )  e r e c t e d  
i n  1806,  remode l  l e d  i n  1 8 5 0 s ,  P i l g r i m  E v a n g e l i c a l  S o c i e t y  f o r m e d  
i n  1830.  By 1831 a  p a u p e r ' s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  was l o c a t e d  a t  
C o r d a v i l l  e. 

C o m m e r c i a l :  Two s t o r e s  and a  t a v e r n  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r  by  
1831 a s  w e l l  a s  a  t a v e r n  and t w o  s t o r e s  a t  F a y v i l l e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  By 1795 ,  m i l l s  were  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  c o u n t y  r o a d ;  a  
c l o t h i e r ' s  w o r k s  and a  t r i p h a m m e r  w o r k s  were  a l s o  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  
F i v e  m i l l s  and a  f a c t o r y  a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  1831.  
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V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  n e t w o r k  r e m a i n s  i n  use, w i t h  t h e  
a d d i t i o n  o f  t w o  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o n n e c t o r s  f o r m  t h e  C e n t e r  t o  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  on  t h e  S u d b u r y  R i v e r  ( P a r k e r v i l l e  and 
C o r d a v i l  l e  Roads ) .  The B o s t o n  and  W o r c e s t e r  R a i l  r o a d  passes  a l o n g  
t h e  S u d b u r y  R i v e r ,  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  b o r d e r  o f  town,  i n  1835.  A 
b r a n c h  l i n e  f r a m  Framingham t o  M a r l b o r o u g h  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  
F a y v i l l e  and e a s t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r  i n  1 8  ; a  b r a n c h  o f  
t h i s  l i n e  r u n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  t o w n  t o  
N o r t h b o r o u g h  ( 1 8 5 5 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

The p o p u l a t i o n  a l m o s t  d o u b l e s  f r o m  1 8 3 0  (1 ,080  t o  1 8 7 0  ( 2 , 1 3 5 ) ,  
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 s  ( + 5 0 7 ) .  F o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  16% b y  1865.  F u r t h e r  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  o f  P i l g r i m  E v a n g e l i c a l  ( 1 8 3 2 )  and 
l a t e r  E p i s c o p a l  ( 1 8 6 2 )  c h u r c h e s .  Second Lyceum f o r m e d  i n  1842.  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

I n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  d e v e l o p  a t  S o u t h v i l l e  and C o r d a v i l l e  a f t e r  
1854,  a n d  F a y v i l l e  a f t e r  1860,  w h i l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  C e n t e r  i s  
s t i m u l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  g r o w t h .  I n  S o u t h v i l l e ,  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  n o r t h  a1  o n g  P a r k e r v i l l  e  Road and  
w e s t  a l o n g  S o u t h v i l l e  Road, w i t h  some w o r k e r  d u p l e x e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  l i n e .  I n  C o r d a v i l l e ,  d i s t i n c t  c l u s t e r s  o f  
w o r k e r  h o u s i n g  a p p e a r ,  w i t h  a  r o w  o f  c o t t a g e s  on  S o u t h v i l l e  Road 
and d u p l e x e s  w e s t  o f  C o r d a v i l l e  Road. 

I n  F a y v i l l e ,  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s e s  on  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
t u r n p i k e  and  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t / O a k  H i l l  Road, w i t h  s t o r e s  a t  t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  r e s i d e n c e s  and t h e  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h  t o  t h e  w e s t  on t h e  
t u r n p i k e ,  and o t h e r  r e s i d e n c e s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  on  Oak H i l l  Road. 
I n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o n c e n t r a t e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  t u r n p i k e ,  
n e a r  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

The C e n t e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  t ownhouse  
i n  1840 and  t h e  r e m o d e l l i n g  o f  t h e  second  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1856.  
By 1870,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p e s  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  n o r t h  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  w i t h  an E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( 1 8 6 2 ) ,  
Second ( b r i c k )  Town House (1869-701 ,  Second M e e t i n g h o u s e ,  S t .  
M a r k ' s  E p i s c o p a l  Schoo l  ( 1 8 6 5 )  and t h e  H i g h  S c h o o l .  The Fay 
P r e p a r a t o r y  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 6 6 )  a l s o  l o c a t e s  i n  t h e  C e n t e r ,  on t h e  s o u t h  
s i d e  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t .  The B u r n e t t  E s t a t e ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  
" D e e r f o o t  Farm"  d a i r y  e m p i r e ,  f o r m s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l a n d m a r k  w e s t  o f  
t h e  C e n t e r .  A s e c o n d a r y  c o m m e r c i a l  c l u s t e r  f o r m s  a r o u n d  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  C e n t e r .  

D. Economic  Base:  

The decade o f  t h e  1840s  i n t r o d u c e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  on a  new s c a l e  t o  
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t h e  h i t h e r t o  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  town.  A l t h o u g h  t h e  B o s t o n  
and W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a d  had c r o s s e d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  edge o f  t o w n  a s  
e a r l y  as 1834,  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e s  o f  S o u t h v i l l e  and 
C o r d a v i l l e  came i n t o  b e i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  r a c k s  o n l y  i n  t h e  m i d  
1 8 4 0 s .  I n  S o u t h v i l l e ,  two  b o o t  and shoe f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  b y  
J o h n  K a r t t  and  Co., a n d  Newton and K a r t t ,  who m a i n t a i n e d  a  
w h o l e s a l e  and r e t a i l  b o o t  and shoe s t o r e  on P e a r l  S t r e e t  i n  
B o s t o n .  A c o t t o n  and w o o l e n  f a c t o r y  p r o d u c i n g  k e r s e y ,  a  c o a r s e  
c l o t h  m o s t l y  s o l d  f o r  S o u t h e r n  s l a v e  c l o t h i n g ,  was a l s o  e r e c t e d  
a l o n g  t h e  S u d b u r y  R i v e r  i n  S o u t h v i l l e .  The v i l l a g e  o f  C o r d a v i l l e  
was c r e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h o u s i n g  and s t o n e  f a c t o r y  f o r  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  c o t t o n  and w o o l e n  goods i n  1847, i n c o r p o r a t e d  
a s  t h e  C o r d a v i l l e  Mfg.  Co. i n  1849.  

A t h i r d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  v i l l a g e  d e v e l o p e d  a r o u n d  t h e  e a r l i e r  
c r o s s r o a d s  commun i t y  o f  F a y v i l l e .  Long  t h e  s e a t  o f  t h e  Fay  
f a m i l y ,  t h e y  now c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i t s  g r o w t h  and d e v e l o p m e n t .  A 
s t o r e  r u n  b y  one member o f  t h e  f a m i l y  expanded i n t o  an e x t e n s i v e  
and p r o f i t a b l e  b u s i n e s s .  O t h e r  b r o t h e r s  were  a  c u r r i e r ,  a  c a t t l e  
b r o k e r ,  a  b o o t ,  shoe and b o n n e t  m a n u f a c t u r e r .  A n o t h e r  b r o t h e r ,  
S u l l i v a n  Fay, was an  e a r l y  b o a r d  member and s e c r e t a r y  a n d  
t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  B r a n c h  R a i l r o a d ,  w h i c h  p a s s e d  
t h r o u g h  F a y v i l l e  i n  1855.  From 1841  -1850,  F a y v i l l e  c o n t a i n e d  one 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  b r u s h  f a c t o r i e s  i n  New E n g l a n d ,  where  W h i t i n g  P a t e n t  
B r u s h e s  were  m a n u f a c t u r e d .  I n  1864,  t h i s  f i r m  was r e - e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  B o s t o n  and became t h e  l a r g e s t  b r u s h  m a n u f a c t o r y  i n  t h e  U.S. 
F a y v i l l e  a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  a  b r i c k y a r d  on i t s  o u t s k i r t s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  1860.  

By t h e  l a t e  1860s  t h e  b o o t  and shoe i n d u s t r y  emp loyed  more  t h a n  
1 5 0  p e r s o n s  w i t h  p r o d u c t s  v a l u e d  a t  o v e r  $200,000, w h i l e  t w o  
t e x t i l e  m i l l s  emp loyed  n e a r l y  100,  w i t h  goods v a l u e d  n e a r  $150,000. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  r a p i d  g r o w t h  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
S o u t h b o r o u g h  r e m a i n e d  one o f  t h e  b e s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  
t h e  c o u n t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  a p p l e  o r c h a r d s  and  
d a i r y i n g .  By 1865 m o r e  t h a n  20,000 a p p l e  t r e e s  were  c u l t i v a t e d  
f o r  t h e i r  f r u i t ,  and more  t h a n  149,590 g a l l o n s  o f  m i l k  were  s e n t  
t o  B o s t o n  m a r k e t s  v i a  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

An i m p o r t a n t  e v e n t  i n  S o u t h b o r o u g h  a g r i c u l t u r e  was t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  
t h e  D e e r f o o t  Farms i n  1847  b y  J o s e p h  B u r n e t t .  I t  soon became one 
o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  f a r m s  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  and famous t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y .  A s c i e n t i f i c  f a r m e r  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c a t t l e  
i m p r o v e m e n t ,  h e  i m p o r t e d  one o f  t h e  f i r s t  h e r d s  o f  j e r s e y  c a t t l e  
i n t o  t h e  U.S. i n  1854.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S o u t h b o r o u g h  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o w t h  i n  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  1850s  and 1860s ,  w h i c h  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  h e a v y  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  l a t e  Greek  and I t a l i a n a t e  p e r i o d  h o u s i n g .  An 
abundance o f  t w o - s t o r y ,  t w o - a n d  t h r e e - g a b l e  end w o r k e r s '  c o t t a g e s  
and  some l a r g e r  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  t h e  same g e n e r a l  p l a n  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  m i l l t o w n s  o f  C o r d a v i l l e  and S o u t h v i l l e  a n d  F a y v i l l e .  
C o r d a v i l l e  r e t a i n s  and i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s i x  one and one 
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h a l f ,  two -bay  g a b l e  end w o r k e r '  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  c l i p p e d  g a b l e s ,  a  
r e c e s s e d  e n t r a n c e  s e t  i n  an ogee a r c h ,  and d r i p  m o l d s .  T w o - s t o r y ,  
s i x - b a y  d u p l e x e s  a r e  a l s o  e x t a n t  i n  b o t h  C o r d a v i l l e  a n d  
S o u t h v i l  l e .  t h r e e  t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  c h i m n e y  Greek 
R e v i v a l  houses  r e m a i n  w e s t  o f  F a y v i l l e  a l o n g  R o u t e  9  where  i t  
c r o s s e s  M i d d l e  Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Two p r i v a t e  b o y s '  s c h o o l s  were  f o u n d e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  
c e n t e r :  S t .  M a r k ' s  E p i s c o p a l  p r e p a r a t o r y  s c h o o l  ( 1 8 6 5 )  f o u n d e d  b y  
J o s e p h  B u r n e t t ,  and Fay  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 6 6 1 ,  w h i c h  c l a i m s  t o  be  t h e  
o l d e s t  p r i v a t e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  f o u n d e d  b y  E l i z a  
Fay  and H a r r i e t t  R u r n e t t .  J o s e p h  B u r n e t t  was a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  1864 s t o n e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( S t .  M a r k ' s ) .  Two 
f r a m e  g a b l e d  s c h o o l  h o u s e s  s u r v i v e  f r o m  t h e  1850s.  The S o u t h v i l l e  
F e d e r a t e d  C h u r c h  ( C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  ) and S t .  M a t t h e w ' s  C a t h o l i c  
C h u r c h  ( b e t w e e n  S o u t h v i l l e  and C o r d a v i l l e  on t h e  S o u t h v i l l e  Road) 
d a t e  f r o m  c a .  1870.  S o u t h v i l l e  M e t h o d i s t  Church  i s  now a  M a s o n i c  
l o d g e .  The o r i g i n a l  Town H a l l  b u r n e d  i n  1868  and was r e p l a c e d  i n  
1871 w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  b r i c k  I t a l  i a n a t e  h i p p e d  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  
s t o n e  hood m o l d s  and a  b r a c k e t t e d  c o r n i c e .  

Commerc ia l  : L i t t l e  c o m m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  T w o - s t o r y  Greek 
R e v i v a l  g a b l e  end s t o r e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  C o r d a v i l l e ;  d e p o t  
a t  S o u t h v i l l e  has  been c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  s t o r e ;  one p e r i o d  c o m m e r c i a l  
b u i l d i n g  r e m a i n s  i n  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  M i l l s  o p e r a t i n g  a t  S o u t h v i l l e  a n d  C o r d a v i l l e .  J o s e p h  
B u r n e t t  b e g i n s  t o  a s s e m b l e  a c r e a g e  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  becomes famous 
D e e r f o o t  Farm d a i r y  c o m p l e x  ( 1 8 4 7 ) .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1  8 7 0 - 1  91 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

By t h e  e a r l y  1900s ,  t w o  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s  e x t e n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t o w n  f r o m  M a r l b o r o u g h  C e n t e r .  One r u n s  a l o n g  
F i s h e r  and Ward S t r e e t s  t o  Wes tbo rough ,  t h e  o t h e r  on M a r l b o r o u g h  
Road and  Newton S t r e e t ,  t u r n i n g  i n t o  t h e  B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  
T u r n p i k e ,  where  i t  j o i n s  t h e  B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  1  i n e .  S i g n i f i c a n t  
new r o a d b e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( 1 9 0 3 )  i s  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  t h e  
B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  L i n e  w h e r e  i t  e n t e r s  t h e  t o w n  f r o m  Wes tbo rough  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  R a i s e d  r o a d b e d  and c u t - s t o n e  o v e r p a s s  s u p p o r t s  a r e  
s t i l l  v i s i b l e  on P a r k e r v i l l e  Road s o u t h  o f  t h e  t u r n p i k e .  A number 
o f  l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  l o s t  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S u d b u r y  
R e s e r v o i r ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d  and r a i l  n e t w o r k  
r e m a i n s  i n  use .  

0 .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  d e c r e a s e s  s l  i g h t l y  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  r i s i n g  and f a 1  1  i n g  
i r r e g u l a r l y  f r o m  a  peak o f  2,223 i n  1895.  I n  1875, t h e r e  were  177 
I r i s h ,  1 2 8  Canad ians ;  i n  1885,  1 8 7  I r i s h ,  9 1  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n s ,  7 9  
Nova S c o t i a n s ;  b y  1905,  1 5 1  I r i s h ,  1 1 0  I t a l i a n s ,  a n d  5 4  Nova 
S c o t i a n s .  New r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  Second 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church ,  S o u t h v i l l e  ( 1 8 7 2 ) ,  S t .  M a t t h e w ' s  C a t h o l i c  
C h u r c h  b e t w e e n  C o r d a v i l l e  and S o u t h v i l l e  ( 1 8 7 9 )  and  S t .  A n n e ' s  
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  b e t w e e n  F a y v i l l e  and t h e  C e n t e r  ( 1 8 8 7 ) .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a r e  t h e  i n u n d a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  
f a r m s t e a d  b y  S u d b u r y  R e s e r v o i r ,  and t h e  l a n d s c a p e  modi  f i c a t i o n s  
t h a t  come w i t h  MDC c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  W a c h u s e t t  A q u e d u c t  
r i g h t - o f - w a y .  E x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  V i l l a g e  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  
o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  s m a l l ,  h i g h - i n c o m e  c o r r i d o r  e a s t  o f  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r .  N o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  C e n t e r ,  a  new S t .  M a r k ' s  
b u i l d i n g  ( 1 8 9 0 )  becomes a  m a j o r  l a n d m a r k .  West o f  t h e  C e n t e r ,  t h e  
S e a r s  E s t a t e  m a n s i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  h e a d a u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  
" W o l f p e n  Farm: d a i r y  c o m p l e x .  Some l i n e a r  s t r e e t c a r  s u b u r b  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  e v i d e n t  a l o n g  M a r l b o r o  Road. By t h e  1890s,  t h e  
S o u t h b o r o u g h  g o l f  c l u b  has been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  as w e l l  as  M a r l b o r o  
P a r k  Race T r a c k  a t  t h e  t o w n ' s  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r .  

D. Economic  Base: 

G r o w t h  i n  b o t h  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  s e c t o r s  
c o n t i n u e d .  B o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  S o u t h v i  l l e  c o n t i n u e d ,  
e m p l o y i n g  o v e r  1 0 0  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  1890s .  By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  however ,  t h e  b o o t  and shoe f a c t o r i e s  and t h e  t e x t i l e  m i l l  
i n  S o u t h v i l l e  had c l o s e d ,  s u r v i v e d  o n l y  b y  a  s m a l l  p l a s t e r  
m a n u f a c t u r e r .  

F a y v i l l e ,  however ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  A l a r g e  shoe f a c t o r y  was e r e c t e d  i n  1872,  n e a r l y  d o u b l i n g  
t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e .  I n  1888 ,  300  p e o p l e  w e r e  emp loyed  i n  
t h i s  f a c t o r y  a1 one. The b r i c k w o r k s  c o n t i n u e d  u n d e r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  Framingham B r i c k  Co., and w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  s team power ,  
t u r n e d  o u t  1 . 5  m i l l i o n  b r i c k s  p e r  y e a r  u n t i l  i t s  c l o s i n g  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1890s .  

A f t e r  a  t e m p o r a r y  c l o s i n g  and r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s ,  
t h e  C o r d a v i l l e  Woolen Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1876 and t h e  
f a c t o r y  r e o p e n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  w o o l e n  b l a n k e t s  b y  more  
t h a n  1 0 0  emp loyees .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  and  s u r v i v a l  o f  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  
e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s ,  t h e  number o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  began  
t o  s h r i n k  a f t e r  1885,  when 2 7  f i r m s  were  r e c o r d e d .  I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r y  was t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  b o o t s  and shoes,  b u t  
a  t o t a l  o f  17  d i f f e r e n t  i n d u s t r i e s  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  e m p l o y i n g  385 
p e r s o n s .  By 1905,  o n l y  t h r e e  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i e s  r e m a i n e d :  t h r e e  
b o o t  and shoe m a n u f a c t o r i e s ,  one p l a s t e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  and one 
w o o l e n  m i l l .  The l e a d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  t o w n  was D e e r f o o t  
Farms,  whose g r o w t h  r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y .  

By 1895 S o u t h b o r o u g h  was s e c o n d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  m i l k  p r o d u c t i o n  
(653,049 g a l l o n s )  and c a b b a b g e - r a i s i n g ,  f o u r t h  i n  o n i o n s ,  and 
s i x t h  i n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  a p p l e s  and p e a r s .  A t  D e e r f o o t  Farms,  
t h e  f i r s t  s u c c e s s f u l  c ream s e p a r a t o r  was c r e a t e d ,  and i n  1897 a  
new d a i r y ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  l a t e s t  s c i e n t i f i c  e q u i p m e n t  was 
e r e c t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s ,  D e e r f o o t  Farms a l s o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p o r k  p r o d u c t s  p r o c e s s i n g  p l a n t .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  and f o u r  s q u a r e  houses  on 
L i t i s a u a m a  Road s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r .  A  f e w  l a t e  1 9 t h  a n d  
t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y  r e v i v a l  s t y l e  m a n s i o n s  s c a t t e r e d  on t h e  edges 
o f  t h e  t o w n  c e n t e r ;  D e e r f o o t  Farmhouse:  H-shaped 2  a n d  
o n e - h a l f - s t o r y  s h i n g l e d  s t r u c t u r e ;  C h o a t e  House:  a  t w o - s t o r y  
s t u c c o e d  Cot o n i a l  R e v i v a l  house  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
b a r n .  S u b s t a n t i a l  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c a t t l e  and d a i r y  f a r m s  w e s t  
and n o r t h w e s t  o f  t h e  town  c e n t e r ,  one w i t h  a  l a r g e  c l e r e s t o r y  b a r n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  M a j o r  b u i l d i n g  a t  S t .  M a r k ' s  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 9 0 )  i s  
t h r e e - s t o r y  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  b r i c k  and ha1 f - t i m b e r  w i t h  c l o i s t e r s ,  
d e s i g n e d  b y  H e n r y  F o r b e s  B i g e l o w ,  an a lumnus ,  w i n g  added 1902,  and 
s e v e r a l  modern  a d d i t i o n s , .  S o u t h  U n i o n  S c h o o l  n e a r  S o u t h v i l l e  
( c a .  1 9 0 0 )  i s  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  r e c t a n g u l a r  b r i c k  b l o c k .  An e a r l y  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n c r e t e  b l o c k  f i r e h o u s e  r e m a i n s  i n  S o u t h v i l l e .  The 
F a y v i l l e  H a l l  ( 1  9 1 0 - 2 0 )  i s  a  g a m b r e l - r o o f e d  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  No s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e i t h e r  i n  t o w n  
c e n t e r  o r  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : D e e r f o o t  D a i r y  Farm o p e r a t e d  b y  B u r n e t t  f a m i l y  
c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  h i l l  
t o w n s  o f  S o u t h v i l l e  and C o r d a v i l l e .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1  9 4 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S t r e e t c a r  r o u t e s  a r e  abandoned b y  t h e  1920s ,  and l o c a l  r o a d s  a r e  
i m p r o v e d  a s  a u t o m o b i l e  h i g h w a y s  b y  t h e  1930s.  The 
B o s t o n - W o r c e s t e r  T u r n p i k e  i s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  f o u r - l a n e  a u t o  
t u r n p i k e  ( R o u t e  9 )  i n  1930-31.  R o u t e  3 0  and R o u t e  85  a r e  paved a s  
e a s t - w e s t  and n o r t h - s o u t h  t h o r o u g h f a r e s .  The o r i g i n a l  ( 1  9 3 0 )  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  i s  p r e s e r v e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  R o u t e  8 5 / R o u t e  9. 

0 .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e s  s l  i g h t l y  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  1915-1940 ( + 3 3 3 )  t o  
2,231. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

V e r y  l i t t l e  e x p a n s i o n  n o t i c e a b l e .  

D. Economic  Base: 

The m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b a s e  o f  S o u t h b o r o u g h ' s  economy c o n t i n u e d  t o  
s h r i n k ,  a s  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  b o o t  and shoe f a c t o r i e s  d i s a p p e a r e d  b y  
t h e  1920s.  The w o o l e n  m i l l  a t  C o r d a v i l l e  c e a s e d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  
o f  b l a n k e t s  i n  1928;  a f t e r w a r d ,  i t  o p e r a t e d  f o r  a  t i m e  as  a  shoddy  
m i l l  b e f o r e  f i n a l l y  c l o s i n g .  
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A g r i c u l t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d o m i n a t e  S o u t h b o r o u g h ' s  economic  
a c t i v i t y ,  l e d  b y  D e e r f o o t  Farms,  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e m a i n i n g  l o c a l  
i n d u s t r y .  I n  1930,  i t  emp loyed  125 p e r s o n s .  p r o d u c i n g  d a i r y  and 
p o r k  p r o d u c t s  f r o m  i t s  own and s u r r o u n d i n g  f a r m s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  seems t o  have  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  
1900.  A few F o u r  Sauare  houses  on m a i n  r o a d s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  No s i g n i f i c a n t  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  a p p a r e n t .  

Commerc ia l  : Town seems u n a f f e c t e d  b y  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : T y p i c a l  s t r i p  d e v e l o p m e n t  a l o n g  m a j o r  a r t e r i e s .  

F. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

S o u t h b o r o u g h ' s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p a s t  s u r v i v e s  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e c o r d .  The C o r d a v i l l e  M i l l s  comp lex  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
A i k e n  P a r k ,  a  H o p k i n t o n  C o n s e r v a t i o n  A r e a .  A l a r e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  shed r e m a i n s  on t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  s i t e  
w h i c h  s t i l l  c o n t a i n s  two  d r y - l a i d ,  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e s ,  t h e  dam and 
r e m n a n t s  o f  t h e  power c a n a l s .  I n  S o u t h v i l l e  o n l y  empty  l o t s  and 
t r a c e s  o f  f o u n d a t i o n s  mark t h e  shoe f a c t o r y  s i t e s ,  s u g g e s t i n g  some 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  i n t e g r i t y .  I n  F a y v i l l e ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  may h a v e  
d i s t u r b e d  t h e  s i t e s  o f  t h e  f a c t o r i e s .  A f i n e  b r i c k  g r i s t m i l l  o f  
t h e  l a r e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s u r v i v e s  i n  S o u t h b o r o u g h  C e n t e r  a l o n g  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  I n  1898,  i t  was l i s t e d  as t h e  C.B.  Sawin  and Son 
G r i s t m i l l ,  F l o u r  and  Feed S t o r e .  

X I .  S U R V E Y  OBSERVATIONS 

X I  I. SOURCES: 

Hudson, C h a r l e s .  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  t o w n  o f  M a r l b o r o u g h  ... 1862.  
( I n c l u d e s  some i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h i s  d a u g h t e r  town.  ) 

H i s t o r y  o f  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y .  A.F. J e w e t t  and Co., 1879.  
) lurd, D. H a m i l t o n  ( e d .  ) .  H i s t o r y  o f  W o r c e s t e r  Coun ty .  1889.  
P r u i t t ,  B.H. Tax V a l u a t i o n  o f  1711  1978.  

O t h e r  s o u r c e s  c o n t a i n  1  i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  
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