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MHC RECONAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date :  1983 Community : Sou t h b r  i d g e  

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

S o u t h b r i d g e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  c o r n e r  of Worces te r  
County j u s t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  b o r d e r .  I ts s u r f a c e  
c o n s i s t s  o f  a  series o f  p a r a l l e l  n o r t h - s o u t h  r i d g e s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  
2 / 3  of  t h e  town, w i t h  less d e f i n e d ,  lower  h i l l s  and r i d g e s  i n  t h e  
e a s t e r  1 / 3 .  Th i s  t o p o g r a p h i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e  a l s o  marks a  change 
from B r o o k f i e l d  se r ies  s o i l s  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  t o  C h a r l t o n  
ser ies  s o i l s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  a r e a .  E l e v a t i o n s  r ange  form more t h a n  
1 , 0 0 0  f e e t  above s e a  l e v e l  i n  t h e  s o u t h  and sou thwes t  t o  600-700 
f e e t  above  s e a  l e v e l  on t h e  n o r t h  and e a s t  b o r d e r s .  

C u t t i n g  a  na r row,  s t e e p  s i d e d  v a l l e y  th rough  t h e  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town i s  t h e  Quinebaug R i v e r .  The d r o p  i n  e l e v a t i o n  
of  more t h a n  100 f e e t  a s  t h e  r i v e r  winds a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i v e  miles 
th rough  t h e  town i n  a  s o u t h w e s t e r n  d i r e c t i o n  provided  a  number of  
good wa te r  power s i t e s ,  a s  d i d  i t s  s e v e r a l  t r i b u t a r y  s t r e a m s .  

Both t h e  B r o o k f i e l d  and C h a r l t o n  series loams ,  r a n g i n g  from s t o n y  
t o  f i n e  loams,  a r e  v a l u a b l e  l a n d s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The b e s t  o f  
t h e  l oams ,  when c l e a r e d  f o r  c u l t i v a t i o n  o r  l e f t  f o r  p a s t u r e ,  a r e  
a l s o  f a i r l y  p r o d u c t i v e .  

I I.  POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

P o l l  p a r i s h  o f  "Honest Town" c r e a t e d  from p a r t s  of  C h a r l t o n ,  
Dudley,  and S t u r b r  i dge  , 1801.  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  Town o f  Sou t h b r  i d g e  
from p a r t s  of  C h a r l t o n ,  Dudley ,  and S t u r b r i d g e ,  1816.  P a r t  of 
Dudley annexed 1822. P a r t  o f  S t u r b r i d g e  annexed 1839. Bounds 
w i t h  S t u r b r  i d g e  e s t a b l i s h e d  1871.  Bounds w i t h  C h a r l t o n  and Dudley 
e s t a b l i s h e d  1907. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

U r b a n - i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  on t h e  Quinebaug River  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  
n a t i v e  s i t e s  p o s s i b l e  a t  r i v e r  f a l l s  a r e a s .  F i r s t  European 
s e t t l e m e n t  p robab ly  c a .  1733 ,  w i t h  Moses Marcy m i l l s .  D i s p e r s e d  
18 th  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a s  p e r i p h e r a l  a r e a  o f  
S t u r b r  i d g e ,  C h a r l t o n ,  and Dudley.  E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  Quinebaug R ive r  power s i t e s ,  w i t h  major  
i n d u s t r i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a t  Globe V i l l a g e ,  and 
commerc ia l /  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o r e  a t  Sou t h b r  i d g e  C e n t e r .  Commercial 
and  i n d u s t r i a l  g rowth  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  by 1866 r a i l r o a d  
c o n n e c t i o n ,  w i t h  major  l a t e  19 th  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i a l  development  by 
American O p t i c a l  a t  L e n s d a l e ,  and c e n t r a l  commercial  d i s t r i c t  
growth.  Immigrant l a b o r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
French Canad ians .  V a r i e t y  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  worker h o u s i n g  and 
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  r ema in  i n t a c t .  S u s t a i n e d  American O p t i c a l  
growth a p p e a r s  t o  have  m a i n t a i n e d  l o c a l  economic b a s e  and impact  
o f  post-war  developmentldeterioration on h i s t o r i c  urban  l a n d s c a p e  
a p p e a r s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t .  



I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Quinebaug R ive r  c o r r i d o r  t h rough  s t e e p  h i g h l a n d  r i d g e  and v a l l e y  
b e l t ,  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t  f o c i  a t  r i v e r  f o r d s .  Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  
c o n j e c t u r e d  n o r t h  o f  r i v e r  (Reynolds  Road-Guelphwood Road-Charl ton 
S t r e e t - P a i g e  H i l l  Road-Main S t r e e t ) .  Quinebaug c o r r i d o r  t r a i l  
s o u t h  o f  r i v e r  (R ive r  Road) .  Nor th-south  t r a i l  t o  Woodstock from 
W e s t v i l l e  f o r d  t o  Elm S t r e e t - L e b a n o n  H i l l  Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

No s i t e s  o f  any c u l t u r a l  p e r i o d  a r e  r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  town b u t  t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  Quinebaug R ive r  a s  well a s  up land  r i d g e s  i n d i c a t e s  
h i g h  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  s i t e  t y p e s .  Ad jacen t  t o  t h e  
r i v e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  i ts  f a l l s ,  and on t h e  banks  o f  ponds t o  t h e  
s o u t h - w e s t ,  f i s h i n g  s i t e s  a r e  e x p e c t e d .  I n  t h e  h i l l y  a r e a s ,  
h u n t i n g  and o t h e r  s m a l l  s c a l e  s i t e s  shou ld  e x i s t .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

The s e a s o n a l  round form l a r g e r  b a s e  camps b r o u g h t  N a t i v e  Americans 
t o  t h i s  a r e a  t o  h u n t  and f i s h .  

V.  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d  (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  t h e  main n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  
becoming t h e  p a t h  from t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Woodstock t o  t h a t  a t  
B r o o k f i e l d ,  and t h e  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  becoming p a r t  of t h e  r o u t e  
from Boston t o  Spr i n g f i e l d  . 
B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

P a t t e r n s  o f  l a n d  use  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  N a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Con tac t  p e r i o d  a r e  presumed t o  have  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  a r e  presumed t o  have  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  Some r e d u c t i o n  is e x p e c t e d  due t o  i n c r e a s e d  
c o l o n i a l  p r e s e n c e  and t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p r a y i n g  towns.  No c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

The s e a s o n a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  town c o n t i n u e d  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

T r a i l s  and e a r l y  r o a d s  a r e  improved a s  l o c a l  r o a d s  from d i s p e r s e d  
f a rms tead  t o  S t u r b r  i d g e .  C e n t e r s  i n  Dudley,  Char1 t o n .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  

No f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

T h i s  a r e a  was s e t t l e d  l a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  from t h e  t h r e e  towns 
which c o n t r i b u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  when t h e  a r e a  became a  p a r i s h  d u r i n g  
t h e  F e d e r a l  P e r i o d .  The major  p o r t i o n  was g r a n t e d  a s  p a r t  of  
S t u r b r i d g e  i n  1738 and s e t t l e d  t h e r e a f t e r .  Sma l l e r  p o r t i o n s  were 
p a r t  of  C h a r l t o n  (1754) and  Dudley (1731) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
g r a d u a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  d i s p e r s e d  f a r m s t e a d s ,  t h e  Quinebaug R ive r  
m i l l  s i tes  a t t r a c t e d  s e t t l e m e n t ,  p r i o r  to o f f i c i a l  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  BY 1761  t h e  a r e a  was made a  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  o f  
S t  u r  b r  i d g e  . 
D. Economic Base 

The h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  Quinebaug m i l l  s i t e s  a t t r a c t e d  development  
p r i o r  t o  o f f i c i a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  i n  t h e  1730s by Moses Marcy. The 
s o i l s  h e r e  were r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a s  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  
o f  S t u r b r i d g e  and s u i t e d  t o  d a i r y i n g .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S e t t l e m e n t  by second q u a r t e r  of 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  
few r e c o r d e d  s u r v  i v a l s / e x a m p l e s  ; one s i n g l e - s t o r y  , f i v e - b a y  , c e n t e r  
chimney p l a n  r e c o r d e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  1754. 

Commercial:  E a r l y  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  by 1730s .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Roads on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a r e  improved,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
between t h e  c e n t e r  and Globe  V i l l a g e  (Main S t r e e t ) .  C o l o n i a l  
roadways c o n t i n u e  t o  be  used .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

By 1796,  p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h e d  numbers s u f f i c i e n t  t o  g e n e r a t e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  i ndependen t  s t a t u s  a s  town o r  p a r i s h .  I n  1798 t h e r e  
were  72 t a x p a y e r s  i n  t h e  S t u r b r i d g e  p o r t i o n ,  23 i n  t h e  Dudley and 
20 i n  t h e  C h a r l t o n .  The p e t i t i o n  o f  1800 was s i g n e d  b y  87  men, 
and when i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n c l u d e d  9 0  men. The f o r m a t i o n  was unusua l  
i n  i ts  o r g a n i z a t i o n  by i n d i v i d u a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t e r r i t o r y ,  remedied 
i n  1808 when t h e  l a t e r  owners  and o c c u p a n t s  of  t h e  e s t a t e s  were 
o r d e r e d  t o  a c t  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p e t i t i o n e r s  i n  p a r i s h  a f f a i r s .  I n  
1814 when p e t i t i o n  was made f o r  t h e  town,  1 7 7  men s i g n e d  i t .  The 
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1820 e q u a l l e d  1 , 0 6 6 ,  and i n  1830 ,  1 , 4 4 4 .  

J u s t  a s  t h e  town was u n u s u a l  i n  i t s  p o l l  p a r i s h  s t a t u s ,  i t s  
i n i t i a l  chu rch  f o r m a t i o n  was n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l .  Acknowledging t h e  
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d i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e  p a r i s h  a g r e e d  t o  b u i l d  
a  mee t inghouse  t h a t  would b e  s h a r e d  by t h e  s e v e r a l  d e n o m i n a t i o n s .  
The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  were o r g a n i z e d  by  21 men and women i n  1801;  
t h e y  were i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  p a r i s h  w i t h i n  t h e  new town o f  
S o u t h b r i d g e  i n  1816 and i n c l u d e d  c a .  60  men and t h i e r  f a m i l i e s .  
The B a p t i s t s  formed a  s o c i e t y  t h e  same y e a r  by c a .  120  men and 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  They took ove r  t h e  use  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
mee t inghouse  b u i l d i n g .  M e t h o d i s t s  and U n i v e r s a l i s t s  a l s o  
worshipped i n  t h e  town b u t  d i d  n o t  y e t  form s o c i e t i e s .  The town 
h e l d  a  Lyceum, b r i e f l y  from 1826 t o  1834. Temperance s o c i e t y  was 
formed i n  1827 and a d v o c a t e d  t o t a l  a b s t i n e n c e  i n  1829. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A s  l a t e  a s  1811 ,  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o n s i s t  of  d i s p e r s e d  
f a r m s t e a d s ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l  c l u s t e r  o f  b u i l d i n g  around t h e  1797 
B a p t i s t  mee t inghouse  a t  t h e  Main/Elm i n t e r s e c t i o n  T e x t i l e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  is i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1813,  and t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  i n d u s t r i a l  
c l u s t e r s  d e v e l o p  by 1830. Growth i n  t h e  C e n t e r  V i l l a g e  e x t e n d s  
west o f  t h e  B a p t i s t  mee t inghouse  t o  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t ,  and s o u t h  
a l o n g  Elm S t r e e t  t o  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  mee t inghouse  (1822) .  A 
c o t t o n  m i l l  (1813) is b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h  end o f  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t ,  
w i t h  worker h o u s i n g  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Quinebaug R ive r  on P a i g e  H i l l  
Road. 

A second  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  d e v e l o p s  a t  Globe V i l l a g e ,  w i t h  a n  1814 
c o t t o n  m i l l  and an  1816 b r i c k  m i l l .  The v i l l a g e  is e s t a b l i s h e d  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  w i t h  worker h o u s i n g  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t .  A 
s e c o n d a r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p s  s o u t h w e s t  o f  Globe  V i l l a g e  
a t  t h e  South-West S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  A t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  
development  o c c u r s  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  C e n t e r  V i l l a g e  around t h e  
Columbian t e x t i l e  m i l l s  (1821)  a l o n g  t h e  Quinebaug ,  w i t h  worker 
h o u s i n g  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  Main S t r e e t .  Small  s econda ry  h a m l e t s  
d e v e l o p  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town a t  t h e  a l p i n e  d r i v e  
(Br ickyard  Road) /Lebanon H i l l  Road i n t e r s e c t i o n ;  and a t  t h e  Crops 
RoadlNor t h  Woods tock  Road i n t e r s e c t i o n .  

D. Economic Base 

Dur ing  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  Southbr  i d g e  , s t i l l  
u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  and p a r t  o f  S t u r b r i d g e  and C h a r l t o n ,  was p r i m a r i l y  
i n v o l v e d  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The e x c e l l e n t  s o i l s  on t h e  r i d g e t o p s  and 
s l o p e s  y i e l d e d  l a r g e  c o r p s  o f  h a y ,  g r a i n s  and f r u i t ,  w h i l e  t h e  
s t o n y  s o i l s  were well s u i t e d  f o r  p a r t u r a g e  of  c a t t l e  and sheep .  
S e v e r a l  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  were l o c a t e d  on t h e  Quinebaug R ive r  
and lesser s t r e a m s  s i n c e  t h e  mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  and by t h e  1790s a t  
l e a s t  two c l o t h i e r s  ' and wool c a r d i n g  shops  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d  , 
one  a t  Globe V i l l a g e ,  t h e  o t h e r  a t  t h e  o l d  Marcy M i l l  o r  C e n t r a l  
M i l l s  s i t e .  These were t h e  f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  t h e  numerous t e x t i l e  
m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a f t e r  t h e  Embarge and War of 1812 which formed 
t h e  e a r l y  f o u n d a t i o n  of  Sou t h b r  i dge  's  economic growth .  

The e a r l i e s t  a t t e m p t  a t  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u r r e d  i n  1811  
when a  c o t t o n  f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  W e s t v i l l e ,  c a p i t a l i z e d  a t  
o n l y  $6,000.  I n  1812 a  c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  m i l l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  
Globe V i l l a g e  i n  an  o l d  l i n s e e d  o i l  m i l l  by  James and  P e r e z  
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Wolcot t  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1814 a s  t h e  Globe Mfg. Co. I t  was 
soon fo l lowed  by a  woolen m i l l ,  which i n  1819 was j o i n e d  wi th  t h e  
Globe Mfg Co. t o  form t h e  Wolcot t  Woolen Mfg. Co., c a p i t a l i z e d  a t  
$140,000.  Wolcot t  b r o u g h t  i n  s e v e r a l  new Boston i n v e s t o r s ,  b u i l t  
a  b r i c k  m i l l  i n  1823,  and t h e  "Big Dam" a c r o s s  t h e  Quinebaug River  
i n  1827. F u r t h e r  downstream t h e  c l o t h i e r s '  works and wool c a r d i n g  
o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  Marny Mills s i t e  was a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  
o f  wool y a r n  and c l o t h  i n  1814 w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  
C h a r l t o n  Mfg. Co. I n  1816 t h i s  was r e o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  S o u t h b r i d g e  
F a c t o r y  Co, . which f a i l e d  i n  1818 and them became t h e  C e n t r a L  Mfg. 
Co., o p e r a t e d  by numerous p a r i t e s  u n t i l  t h e  m i l l  burned  i n  1825. 
A c o t t o n  m i l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1813 o r  1814 on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  l a t e r  
Dresser Mfg. Co. ,  o p e r a t e d  by a  p a r t n e r s h i p  made up o f  i n v e s t o r s  
form Southbr  i d g e  and P r o v i d e n c e .  The m i l l  e x p e r i e n c e d  many 
changes  o f  owner sh ip  by Boston and  P r o v i d e n c e  i n v e s t o r s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  n e x t  two d e c a d e s ,  a s  d i d  many o f  t h e  o t h e r  m i l l s  i n  
S o u t h b r i d g e ,  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  v e r y  u n s t a b l e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  and r e p e a t e d  p e r i o d s  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  and p r o s p e r i t y  . 
A t  t h e  Lensda le  a r e a  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  American O p t i c a l  Co., a  c o t t o n  
m i l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1821  by Ebenezer  D. Ammidown, who e v e n t u a l l y  
became t h e  owner o f  f o u r  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  i n  Southbr  i d g e .  I n  1825 
t h i s  f i r m  was o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  Columbian Mfg.Co. 

Another i n d u s t r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  which l a t e r  became a n  
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  S o u t h b r i d g e ' s  economy was t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of  
c u t l e r y ,  begun i n  1818 by Dex te r  H a r r i n g t o n .  Shoemaking was a l s o  
c a r r i e d  on i n  s e v e r a l  shops  and p r o b a b l y  i n  many fa rmhouses  a s  a  
c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L imi t ed  number of  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  r e c o r d e d  o r  no ted  
i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Of n o t e  a r e  two b r i c k ,  d o u b l e - p i l e ;  one w i t h  doub le  
chimneys and g a b l e d  m o n i t o r ,  1810-1820 , and  one w i t h  end chimneys 
( o r i g i n a l ? )  and r o o f  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r a i s e d  i n  I t a l i a n a t e  p e r i o d .  
Two s i n g l e - p i l e  end chimney houses  n o t e d  and one t w o - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  
chimney p l a n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  P o l l  p a r i s h  mee t inghouse  s e r v i n g  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s ,  B a p t i s t s ,  M e t h o d i s t s ,  and U n i t a r i a n s  e r e c t e d  
i n  1797. A s e p a r a t e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  mee t inghouse  was b u i l t  i n  
1821. Globe  V i l l a g e  e r e c t e d  a  s c h o o l h o u s e  d u r i n g  t h e  1820s .  

Commercial:  Ammidown H o t e l  i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 1816. Second h o t e l  
e r e c t e d  c a .  1825.  

I n d u s t r i a l :  W i l l i a m  Sumner c o t t o n  m i l l  e r e c t e d  1813; l a t e r  
conveyed t o  C e n t r a l  M i l l s  Co. (1863) .  C o t t o n  and woolen m i l l s  a t  
Globe V i l l a g e  by 1814. Columbian C o t t o n  M i l l  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  
1821,  burned  i n  1844. Wolco t t  b r i c k  m i l l  b u i l t  i n  1823. 
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V I I  I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

N e w  Road (Worcester  S t r e e t )  i s  b u i l t  t o  C h a r l t o n  C i t y  and C h a r l t o n  
Depot t o  t h e  n o r t h .  The Southbr  i dge  Branch o f  t h e  N e w  England 
R a i l r o a d ,  a l t h o u g h  c h a r t e r e d  i n  1849 ,  does  n o t  r e a c h  i t s  t e r m i n u s  
i n  Sou t h b r  i d g e  C e n t e r  u n t i l  1866.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

With t h e  expans ion  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p o p u l a t i o n  
growth was s u b s t a n t i a l ,  more t h a n  t r i p l i n g  from 1 , 4 4 4  i n  1830 t o  
5 , 2 0 8  i n  1870. The g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  employment was 
undoubted ly  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n ,  r e a c h i n g  539 i n  1840 ,  and 1 , 0 9 9  i n  
1875 ,  w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  peaked a t  219 i n  1840 and dropped  t o  173  
i n  1875. The number of  immigran t s  i n  t h e  town was q u i t e  l a r g e ,  and 
t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  grew from 34% i n  1855 
t o  42.9% i n  1875. A s  i n  most coun ty  towns t h e  I r i s h  were most  
numerous i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s ,  s o  t h a t  by 1855 t h e y  accoun ted  f o r  
h a l f  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o p u l a t i o n .  Form an  e a r l y  d a t e ,  however ,  
Canad ians  came t o  t h e  town and e a r l y  , 1865 ,  t h e y  came t o  
domina te .  By 1875 t h e y  accoun ted  f o r  62% o f  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  and 
27% of  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

With t h e  expans ion  and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  came 
f u r t h e r  denomina t ion  f o r m a t i o n .  I n  1834 t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  formed a  
s e p a r a t e  s o c i e t y ,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  i n  1838. The 
B a p t i s t s  formed a  second  s o c i e t y ,  C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t ,  i n  1842. I n  
1854  a n  E v a n g e l i c a l  chu rch  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Globe V i l l a g e  by t h e  
Hamil ton Woolen Co. C a t h o l i c  masses  were c e l e b r a t e d  i n  t h e  town 
a s  e a r l y  a s  1840;  a s  t h e i r  numbers i n c r e a s e d ,  a  c h u r c h ,  S t .  
p e t e r ' s ,  was b u i l t  i n  1853. By 1858,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n  
e q u a l l e d  1 , 6 7 3  and wi th  C h a r l t o n  and S t u r b r i d g e  became a  p r i s h  o f  
c a .  2 ,000  s o u l s  i n  1865.  I n  1870 t h e  p a r i s h  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  an 
I r i s h  and French  church .  

A S o c i a l  L i b r a r y  was formed i n  1832,  a n o t h e r  w i t h  t h e  h igh  s c h o o l  
i n  1857. A h i g h  s c h o o l  was funded by p r i v a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  from 
1 8 4 1  u n t i l  1854 when t h e  town took i t  o v e r .  A Masonic l odge  was 
formed i n  1859. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

P e r i o d  o f  major i n d u s t r i a l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial  g rowth ,  
w i t h  t h e  commercial/institutional f o c u s  a t  S o u t h b r i d g e  C e n t e r ,  and 
t h e  main i n d u s t r i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a t  Globe V i l l a g e .  N e w  s econda ry  
i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  d e v e l o p  a t  S h u t t l e v i l l e  and S a n d e r s d a l e .  A t  
S o u t h b r i d g e  C e n t e r ,  t h e  commercial  f o c u s  c o n t i n u e s  a round t h e  
Ma in ICen t r a l  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  c o r e  a r e a  on Main 
S t r e e t  between C e n t r a l  and Hami l ton .  Some m u l t i - s t o r y  b r i c k  
b l o c k s  a r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1860s ,  a f t e r  t h e  r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n  is  
e s t a b l i s h e d .  The i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c e n t e r  a p p e a r s  t o  be  t h e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  mee t inghouse  ( r emode l l ed  1839 ,  1869)  and Town H a l l  
(1838)  on  Elm S t r e e t ,  b u t  c h u r c h e s  a r e  a l s o  d i s p e r s e d  a l o n g  Main 
S t r e e t ,  i n c l u d i n g  B a p t i s t  (1848 ,  r e p l a c e d  1 8 6 4 ) ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
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(1842) ,  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  (1843) ,  and B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  ( j u s t  
n o r t h  on Hami l ton ) .  S a i n t  P e t e r ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church l o c a t e s  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  a t  Hamil tonlMarcy S t r e e t s ,  be tween  Globe  V i l l a g e  and t h e  
C e n t e r ,  and nea r  t h e  r a i l w a y  d e p o t .  I n d u s t r i a l  development  
c o n t i n u e s  a l o n g  t h e  Quinebaug River  c o r r i d o r  n o r t h e a s t  o f  t h e  
c e n t e r  and a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  . A number of  
f a c t o r i e s  , i n c l u d i n g  American O p t i c a l  (1869)  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  e a s t  
o f  t h e  C e n t e r  nea r  t h e  new Columbian Mills (1866) .  Barber  
( 1 8 3 9 ) n o t e s  a  " f l o u r i s h i n g  v i l l a g e "  o f  4 0  t o  50 h o u s e s .  By 1870,  
a  h i g h  income c o r r i d o r  e x t e n d s  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  west toward South 
S t r e e t ,  and e a s t  beyond t h e  c e m e t e r y ,  be tween  C e n t r a l  and Hami l ton  
f i l l s  w i t h  midd le  income and worker h o u s i n g ,  and worker dup lexes  
a r e  b u i l t  on F o s t e r  S t r e e t ,  s o u t h  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Mills. 

A t  Globe V i l l a g e ,  Hamil ton Woolen c o n t i n u e s  expans ion  a l o n g  t h e  
Quinebaug River  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  and 1831 m i l l ,  and an  1838 b r i c k  
m i l l  ( r e b u i l t  a f t e r  1850 f i r e ) .  The F r e e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Church 
(1868) is  b u i l t  on  Hami l ton  S t r e e t .  Worker h o u s i n g  (some b r i c k )  
i s  b u i l t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  o f f  P l e a s a n t  and Gi lmore  S t r e e t s  and 
s o u t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a l o n g  West S t r e e t ,  w i t h  a  d u p l e x  c l u s t e r  on 
Union and C r o s s  S t r e e t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  m i d d l e  income d i s t r i c t  
d e v e l o p s  between Main and South  S t r e e t  on High and S a y l e s  
S t r e e t s .  

I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  town,  a  s e c o n d a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  c l u s t e r  
d e v e l o p s  a t  t h e  Ashland Mills (1843) ,  which b u r n  i n  1849. The 
a r e a  r e v i v e s  w i th  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S a n d e r s d a l e  p r i n t  works 
(1867-1869),  s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  
t h e  Quinebaug c o r r i d o r .  A row of worker d u p l e x e s  is  b u i l t  a l o n g  
R ive r  Road. I n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p a r t  o f  town a  s m a l l e r  i n d u s t r i a l  
c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p s  around t h e  L i  t c h f i e l d  S h u t t l e  works a c r o s s  t h e  
r i v e r  from W e s t v i l l e .  

D. Economic Base 

Dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  Sou thb r  i d g e  e x p e r i e n c e d  s t e a d y  g r o w t h ,  based  
l a r g e l y  on c o n t i n u e d  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  
P o p u l a t i o n  n e a r l y  q u a d r u p l e d  t o  5 , 2 0 0  and t h e  b u i l d i n g  t r a d e s  
expanded a s  two b r i c k y a r d s ,  s e v e r a l  c a b i n e t  and woodworking s h o p s ,  
and a  number of lumber m i l l s  p rov ided  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  town 's  
p h y s i c a l  growth.  A v a r i e t y  o f  commercial  i n s t i t u t i o n s  such a s  
banks  and s h o p s ,  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a  g rowing  urban  a r e a  were 
e s t a b l i s h e d  . Also i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  per  iod were t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  of  f rames and g r i n d i n g  of  l e n s e s  f o r  e y e g l a s s e s  and 
t h e  long-awa i t ed  r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h rough  Southbr  i d g e  i n  1866.  

I n  1832,  f o u r  c o t t o n  m i l l s  and one  woolen m i l l  produced more t h a n  
$245,000  wor th  o f  goods ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o t t o n  b a t t i n g ,  s h e e t i n g s ,  
y a r n ,  and wool b r o a d c l o t h s  and employed more t h a n  300 men, women, 
and c h i l d r e n .  The l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e  was t h e  r e c e n t l y  o r g a n i z e d  
Hamil ton Woolen Mfg. Co.,  which succeeded  t h e  Wolcot t  Woolen Mfg. 
Co., d e s t r o y e d  by a  f l o o d  and c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  "Big Dam" i n  1829. 
The two Boston p r o p r i e t o r s  g r e a t l y  expanded t h e  works by 
r e b u i l d i n g  and r a i s i n g  t h e  dam t h r e e  f e e t ,  e r e c t i n g  a  s i x - s t o r y  
b r i c k  m i l l  i n  1836 which more t h a n  doub led  t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  making 
b r o a d c l o t h ,  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  manufac tu re  o f  d e l a i n e s ,  and e r e c t i n g  
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a  c o t t o n  warp m i l l  i n  1844 and a n o t h e r  m i l l  i n  1849. A f t e r  a  f i r e  
i n  t h e  s i x - s t o r y  b r i c k  m i l l ,  i t  was r e b u i l t  i n  1851;  t h e  lower 
m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  1860 ,  and a n  e x t e n s i v e  r e s e r v o i r  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h e  town o f  Ho l l and .  C a p i t a l  was i n c r e a s e d  t o  more t h a n  
$1 ,000 ,000  d u r  i n g  t h i s  per  iod  . 
By 1865 t h r e e  c o t t o n  m i l l s  and t h r e e  woolen m i l l s  produced more 
t h a n  10 m i l l i o n  y a r d s  o f  s h e e t i n g s ,  c a s s i m e r e s ,  c o r s e t  j e a n s ,  and 
Mousse l ine  d e l a i n e  va lued  a t  more t h a n  $4.5 m i l l i o n ,  and employed 
n e a r l y  1 , 4 0 0  men and women. I n  S h u t t l e v i l l e  t h e  L i t c h f i e l d  
S h u t t l e  Works were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1845;  by 1865 t h e y  produced more 
t h a n  32 ,000  s h u t t l e s  and employed 20. 

D e s p i t e  i t s  o v e r a l l  e x p a n s i o n ,  t h e  growth o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  
was f a r  from even .  Repeated f i r e s  and long  p e r i o d s  o f  i n a c t i v i t y  
a t  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  mi l l s i t e s  were common. For example ,  t h e  m i l l  o f  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Mfg. Co., o r g a n i z e d  i n  1837 by Ebenezer  D. Ammidown 
was b u i l t  t h a t  yea r  on t h e  former  s i t e  o f  a  m i l l  t h a t  burned  i n  
1825. A f t e r  t h e  1 8 2 1  Columbian Mfg. Co. m i l l  burned  i n  1870 and  
was n o t  r e o c c u p i e d .  I n  S a n d e r s v i l l e ,  a  c o t t o n  m i l l  b u i l t  i n  1835 
burned  i n  1849 and t h e  s i t e  remained  undeveloped u n t i l  1864 when 
James S a n d e r s  of  P r o v i d e n c e ,  Rhode I s l s n d  pu rchased  t h e  water  
pr i v i l e d g e  and e r e c t e d  t h e  S a n d e r s v i l l e  P r i n t  Works f o r  c a l i c o  
p r i n t i n g .  Those m i l l s  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a b l e  Hamil ton  Woolen Mfg . Co.,  underwent  
f r e q u e n t  changes  i n  owner sh ip  by Boston and Rhode I s l a n d  i n v e s t o r s .  

By 1865 a  wide a s s o r t m e n t  o f  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  and s e r v i c e s  e x i s t e d  i n  
Southbr  i d g e  . These i n c l u d e d  manufac to r  ies o f  c u t l e r y ,  c a r d  p a p e r ,  
r a i l r o a d  c a r s ,  c o a c h e s ,  wagons and s l e i g h s ,  c l o t h i n g ,  t i n w a r e ,  
pumps, c o f f i n s ,  b o x e s ,  i c e ,  baked g o o d s ,  t e e t h ,  and wheel  s p o k e s .  
Two d a q u e r r i a n  and p h o t o g r a p h i c  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  e x i s t e d  a s  d i d  a  
h a r n e s s  s h o p ,  b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p s ,  a  g a s  p l a n t ,  ice h o u s e ,  and 
p l a n n i n g  m i l l s .  Two banks  were o r g a n i z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  major  p e r i o d  
o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and commercial  e x p a n s i o n .  The S o u t h b r i d g e  Bank was 
formed i n  1836,  fo l lowed  by t h e  S o u t h b r i d g e  Sav ings  Sav ings  Bank 
i n  1848. 

The most i m p o r t a n t  new i n d u s t r y  was t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of  f rames  and 
l e n s e s  of  e y e g l a s s e s .  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1833 by Wil l iam Beecher , 
t h e  hand m a n u f a c t u r e  of  t h e s e  items expanded t o  s e v e r a l  s h o p s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  American O p t i c a l  Co., formed i n  1869 th rough  t h e  
p a r t n e r s h i p  of George W.  Wells and R.H. Co le  and Co. I n  1868 more 
t h a n  20 ,000  g o l d ,  s i l v e r ,  and s t e e l  s p e c t a c l e s  v a l u e d  a t  more t h a n  
$50,000 were manufac tu red  by 3 5  employees .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  Southbr  i d g e  i n c r e a s e d  i n  v a l u e  and 
q u a n t i t y  w i th  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  growth .  The v a l u e  of  goods produced 
on t h e  117  f a rms  (1865) i n c r e a s e d  from abou t  $50 ,000  i n  1845 t o  
a b o u t  $110,000 i n  1865 ,  w i t h  major growth  i n  t h e  d a i r y ,  where a  
d e c r e a s e  i n  b u t t e r  and c h e e s e  p r o d u c t i o n  and an i n c r e a s e  i n  m i l k  
s a l e s  o c c u r r e d .  Gra in  c u l t i v a t i o n  d e c r e a s e d  a s  marke t  c r o p s  of 
v e g t a b l e s  i n c r e a s e d .  A marked d r o p  i n  t h e  numbers o f  s h e e p  a l s o  
o c c u r r e d .  I n  1845 t h e r e  were n e a r l y  800 s h e e p  i n  t h e  town; by 
1865 t h e r e  were less t h a n  400. The s l a u g h t e r  of  more t h a  140,000 
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l b s .  o f  p i g s  and c a t t l e  i n  1865 s u p p o r t e d  t h e  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  
o f  a  bone g r i n d i n g  and phospha te  m i l l  and manufac to ry  o f  t a l l o w  
c a n d l e s  and s o a p .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S c a t t e r e d  examples  of  c e n t e r  and d o u b l e  chimney house  
forms i n  l i m i t e d  numbers.  Th ree  two-s to ry  , f i ve -bay  , b r i c k ,  
d o u b l e - p i l e  d o u b l e  chimney houses  were n o t e d .  One b r i c k  , 
s i n g l e - p i l e  end chimney house  was a l s o  obse rved .  L a t e r  p e r i o d  
h o u s e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  t y p i c a l  one-and- two-s tory  , g a b l e  end ,  
s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n s .  Mansard-roofed d w e l l i n g s  o c c u r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  

Worker h o u s i n g  c o n s i s t s  of  t h r e e - t o  s i x - b a y  , two- s to ry  d o u b l e  
chimney d u p l e x e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  t h e  p e r i o d .  One t h r e e - s t o r y  
t h r e e - b a y ,  doub le  chimney was n o t e d  a s  was a  t w o - s t o r y ,  f o u r - b a y ,  
g a b l e  end ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  d u p l e x .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  By 1837,  t h e  B a p t i s t  c o n g r e g a t i o n  had a c q u i r e d  
s o l e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1797 meet inghouse .  The r emode l l ed  b u i l d i n g  
was a  t w o - s t o r y  g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  r e c e s s e d ,  columned 
p o r t i c o .  I n  1848, t hey  s o l d  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  and b u i l t  a  new church  
which burned i n  1863 and was r e p l a c e d  by 1866 w i t h  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  
b r i c k ,  Romanesque C e n t r a l  B a p t i s t  chu rch .  A f rame,  Greek R e v i v a l ,  
g a b l e  end church  was b u i l t  by t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t s  i n  1841. The 1821 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  underwent  two r e m o d e l l i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d , i n  1839 and 1869.  A M e t h o d i s t  chu rch  was b u i l t  on Main 
S t r e e t  i n  1843. The F r e e  E v a n g e l i c a l  Church i n  Globe  V i l l a g e  
( M e t h o d i s t s  , B a p t i s t s  , E p i s c o p a l i a n s ,  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  , and 
P r e s b y t e r i a n s )  m e t  i n  "Go th i c  H a l l "  u n t i l  1869 when Hamil ton M i l l  
e r e c t e d  a  chu rch  f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y .  An I r i s h  Roman C a t h o l i c  
chu rch  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1853. I n  1870,  t h e  F rench  Canadian  
p o p u l a t i o n  b roke  away and e r e c t e d  N o t r e  Dame Roman C a t h o l i c  
ch ur ch . 
The f i r s t  town h a l l  was b u i l t  i n  1837-38 and was a  t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  c u p o l a .  The b u i l d i n g  c o s t  $3 ,889  t o  c o n s t r u c t  
and housed bo th  t h e  town o f f i c e s  and t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  

A two- s to ry  b r i c k  s c h o o l ,  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  1860s ,  now s e r v e s  a s  t h e  
p o l i c e  s t a t i o n .  

Commercial:  A t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  h o t e l ,  now t h e  Blanchard  B u i l d i n g  
was b u i l t  i n  1860. Depot was b u i l t  i n  1866. S e v e r a l  b r i c k  
commercial  b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 s ,  t h e  1868 
V i c t o r i a n  Go th i c  Barnes  B u i l d i n g ,  s e v e r a l  t h r ee -and  f o u r - s t o r y  
I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l e d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  1870 Second Empire 
Whi te ford  B u i l d i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Columbian C o t t o n  M i l l  r e b u i l t  i n  1856 i n  b r i c k  and 
expanded i n  1866. Hamil ton Woolen M i l l s  e r e c t e d  f o u r - s t o r y  s t o n e  
m i l l  wi th  tower between 1849 and 1852. American O p t i c a l  Company 
formed i n  1869 and o p e r a t e d  from s e v e r a l  f rame b u i l d i n g s .  
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I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

By t h e  1890s  t h e  e a s t - w e s t  S t u r b r  idge-Southbr  i dge  E l e c t r i c  S t r e e t  
Railway is e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  t h e  Quinebaug c o r r i d o r ,  e n t e r i n g  town 
form S t u r b r i d g e  on West Main t h e n  th rough  Globe V i l l a g e  on 
Hamil ton S t r e e t .  Through t h e  Main S t r e e t  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  and on 
t h e  t h e  S a n d e r s d a l e  Railway Depot.  A s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  t o  C h a r l t o n  
Depot and Worces t e r  r u n s  n o r t h  from Main S t r e e t  on  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t - W o r c e s t e r  S t r e e t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Although p o p u l a t i o n  growth s lowed somewhat d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  i t  
s t i l l  r e s u l t e d  i n  more t h a n  d o u b l i n g ,  growing from 5 , 2 0 8  i n  1870 
t o  1 4 , 2 1 7  i n  1915. Although immigra t ion  remained h i g h  f o r  t h e  
coun ty ,  i t  f e l l  from a  h i g h  o f  42.9% f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  1875 t o  34.7% 
i n  1915. Throughout  t h e  p e r i o d  French Canad ians  domina ted ,  t h e  
I r i s h  remained second i n  numbers ,  and s m a l l  numbers o f  E n g l i s h  and 
S c o t s  came. By 1905 more e a s t e r n  g roups  came t o  t h e  town,  
i n c l u d i n g  Swedes, P o l e s ,  and by 1915,  I t a l i a n s  and Turks .  

To accommodate t h e s e  g r o u p s ,  new c h u r c h e s  were formed: N o t r e  Dame 
f o r  t h e  French  i n  1870 ,  and l a t e r  Sac red  H e a r t  i n  1908. I n  1916,  
t h e  P o l e s  formed S t .  Hedwig. An Orthodox Church was formed i n  
1910,  fo l lowed  by an  Alban ian  A u t o c e p h a l i c  Church, t h e  f i r s  t i n  
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  i n  1912. I n  1888 t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n  Ohavath Zion was 
formed by t h e  town ' s  Jews. I n  1885 a  newspaper  e d i t o r  b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  ove r  50% of  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  town c o u l d  n o t  r e a d  E n g l i s h .  
The town o p e r a t e d  a  poor fa rm from 1862 t o  1921.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n d u s t r i a l ,  commerc i a l ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  expans ion  c o n t i n u e ,  a s  
S t u r b r i d g e  C e n t e r ,  Globe  V i l l a g e ,  and t h e  American O p t i c a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  L e n s d a l e  c o a l e s c e  i n t o  one u r b a n - i n d u s t r  i a l  
complex. I n  t h e  Main S t r e e t  c o m e r  c i a 1  c e n t e r ,  v e r t i c a l  e x p a n s i o n  
c o n t i n u e s  w i t h  m u l t i - s t o r y  b r i c k  b l o c k s  b u i l t  t h rough  t h e  p e r i o d .  
A new town h a l l l h i g h  s c h o o l  is b u i l t  on Elm S t r e e t  i n  1889 and a  
new f i r e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  1899.  No t r e  Dame French  C a t h o l i c  Church 
(1870) i s  b u i l t  on P i n e  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  t h e  e a r l i e r  I r i s h  C a t h o l i c  
c h u r c h .  I n d u s t r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  c o n t i n u e s ,  most n o t a b l y  e a s t  o f  t h e  
C e n t e r  a t  L e n s d a l e ,  where American O p t i c a l  m i l l  e x p a n s i o n  (1872, 
1888 ,  1899)  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  o l d  Columbian M i l l s  a r e a  a l o n g  t h e  
Quinebaug c o r r  i d o r .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  growth i s  widesp read  and i n t e n s i v e .  A t  Globe V i l l a g e ,  
development  e x t e n d s  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a l o n g  P l imp ton ,  P l e a s a n t ,  
F i s k e  and C l a r k  S t r e e t s ,  and west a l o n g  t h e  Main S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r .  
South o f  t h e  C e n t e r ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  growth moves l a t e r a l l y  form t h e  
Elm S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r ,  e a s t  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y ,  and west toward Marcy 
S t r e e t  and H i l l s i d e  Pa rk .  North of  t h e  C e n t e r ,  i n t e n s i v e  i n f i l l  
o c c u r s  a l o n g  t h e  Hami l ton  S t r e e t  s t r e e t c a r  c o r r i d o r  and a round t h e  
C a t h o l i c  i n s  t i  t u t i o n a l  complex. A d i s t i n c t i v e  F r e n c h  Canadian  
worker ne ighborhood c o r e  d e v e l o p s  between t h e  r a i l  c o r r i d o r  and 
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t h e  Quinebaug R ive r  west o f  h e r  i c a n  O p t i c a l ,  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n s  
s o u t h  o f  t h e  t r a c k s ,  a c r o s s  Main S t r e e t  e a s t  of  t h e  ceme te ry , and  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  r i v e r  a round t h e  C h a r l t o n  S t r e e t / w o r c e s t e r  
S t r e e t / M e c h a n i c s  S t r e e t  t r i a n g l e .  

D. Economic Base.  

By t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  l o n g  dominant  t e x t i l e  
i n d u s t r y  had been  supe rceded  by o p t i c s  a s  t h e  town 's  most  
i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y ,  l e d  by t h e  c o n t i n u a l l y  expand ing  American 
O p t i c a l  Co. By 1915,  n e a r l y  4 , 0 0 0  were employed a t  t h a t  p l a n t  
a  l o n e .  

T h i s  r a p i d  growth i n  t h e  o p t i c s  i n d u s t r y  was l aunched  by t h e  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  machinery  i n t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  1780. 
The one pe r son  l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  was George W .  Wells 
who e n t e r e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  1864 and became p r e s i d e n t  o f  American 
O p t i c a l  Co. i n  1891.  H i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  t h e  machinery  a t  t h e  
Hamil ton Woolen Mfg. Co. e n a b l e d  him t o  d e v e l o p  new machines  and 
t o o l s  which g r e a t l y  improved t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  Over t h e  n e x t  
fou r  decades  t h e  company grew b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  a  
p l a n t  i n  1872 on C e n t r a l  M i l l s  Co. l a n d  and c o n c l u d i n g  wi th  t h e  
e r e c t i o n  of  t h e  b r i c k  and c o n c r e t e  p l a n t s  a t  Lensda le  between 1898 
and  1908. Other  f i r m s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  S o u t h b r i d g e  O p t i c a l  Co. ,  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  1883 ,  and t h e  Dupont C e n t r a l  O p t i c a l  Co, formed i n  
1900. 

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  e x p e r i e n c e d  l i t t l e  a d d i t i o n a l  
g rowth ,  l o s i n g  one m i l l ,  t h e  Columbian Mfg. Co.,  t o  f i r e  i n  1880.  
The i n d u s t r y  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  s t r e n g t h ,  however ,  a s  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  
m i l l s  c o n t i n u a l l y  improved t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .  The Hamil ton  Mfg . 
Co. underwent  r a p i d  e x p a n s i o n  between 1907 and 1912,  b u t  i t  was 
n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  growth e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  decades  b e f o r e  t h e  
C i v i l  War. 

The c u t l e r y  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  expanded d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  H a r r i n g t o n  
C u t l e r y  was j o i n e d  by S tephen  R icha rd  Co. and I .P.  Hyde and Co. i n  
t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of shoe  and l e a t h e r  k n i v e s  s u p p l i e d  t o  t h e  
f a c t o r i e s  o f  Boston,  Lynn, H a v e r h i l l ,  Salem, and t h e  Brook f i e l d s ,  
a s  well a s  c l o t h ,  r u b b e r ,  m e a t ,  and p u t t y  k n i v e s .  A s  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  S o u t h b r i d g e  grew t o  more t h a n  14 ,000  by 1915,  t h e  
town g a i n e d  impor t ance  a s  a  r e g i o n a l  commer c i a 1  c e n t e r  f o r  
s o u t h w e s t e r n  Worces t e r  County.  I n  1905 ,  106 t r a d i n g  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  t h e  s i x t h  l a r g e s t  number i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  were  
o p e r a t i n g  h e r e .  

The a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  S o u t h b r i d g e  remained s t r o n g  th rough  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  l e d  by t h e  s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  v a l u e  and q u a n t i t y  o f  
d a i r y  p r o d u c t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  m i l k .  By 1905 ,  t h e  d a i r y  accoun ted  f o r  
953 ,000  o r  43% o f  t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  fo l lowed  by h a y ,  
s t r a y  and fodde r  (29%), and p o u l t r y  p r o d u c t s  (7 .6%).  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The C e n t e r  d i s p l a y s  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  20 th  
c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g s ,  p r i m a r i l y  g a b l e  end w i t h  Greek I t a l i a n a t e ,  
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Second EZnpire and  Queen Anne d e t a i l s ,  North of  t h e  C e n t e r  a r e  some 
l a t e  Queen Anne s t y l e  and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses  and s e v e r a l  Four 
Square  houses .  Three  d e c k e r s  w i t h  e x t e r i o r  s t a i r s  were a l s o  
o b s e r v e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1885 ,  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  chu rch  r e p l a c e d  t h e  
1821 meet inghouse  w i t h  " l a r g e  and e l e g a n t  e d i f i c e  o f  b r i c k " .  A new 
town h a l l ,  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  and memorial  h a l l ,  was 
b u i l t  i n  i n  1889 ( t h e  o l d  one was t o r n  down). The new b u i l d i n g  o f  
b r i c k  trimmed i n  brownstone  and t e r r a  c o t t a  measured 119 x  75  f e e t  
w i t h  a  137- foo t  tower .  

A b r i c k  Romanesque f i r e  s t a t i o n  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1889. I n  1914,  
t h e  J a c o b  Edwards Memorial  L i b r a r y ,  a  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
b u i l d i n g ,  was d e s i g n e d  and b u i l t  by L i t t l e  and Browne of Boston.  

Commercial:  I n  1872,  t h e  Masonic H a l l ,  IOOF b u i l d i n g ,  and t h e  
S a v i n g s  Bank b u i l d i n g  were c o n s t r u c t e d .  The C .  A.  D r e s s e r  House 
and t h e  Globe  V i l l a g e  House were b o t h  o p e r a t i n g  h o t e l s .  Numerous 
b r i c k  commercial  b l o c k s  went up between t h e  l a t e  1870s  and t h e  end 
o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The s t u c c o  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  w i t h  t i l e  h i p p e d  r o o f  
was e r e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915- 1940)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

By t h e  e a r l y  1920s ,  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s  a r e  abandoned ,  and 
r e p l a c e d  by improved a u t o  h ighways ,  i n c l u d i n g  Main S t r e e t  t o  
F i s k d a l e  and Sander s d a l e  Depot ,  and Worces t e r  S t r e e t  t o  Char l t o n  
Depot ( o l d  Route  9 3 ,  l a t e r  Route  169) .  By t h e  e a r l y  1930s ,  o l d  
Route  9 3  i s  ex tended  s o u t h  t o  North Woodstock, C o n n e c t i c u t  ( o l d  
North Woodstock Road) and t h e  S a n d e r s d a l e  Road (Route  131)  i s  
improved th rough  t h e  Quinebaug c o r r i d o r  t o  West Dudley/Quinebaug . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  growth s lowed c o n s i d e r a b l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  o f  war and d e p r e s s i o n ,  from 1 4 , 2 1 7  i n  1915 t o  1 6 ,  825 i n  
1940.  The number of f o r e i g n - b o r n  w i t h i n  t h e  town d e c r e a s e d  
markedly f rom 34.7% a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t o  19.7% a t  i t s  
end .  S t i l l ,  t h e  town a t t r a c t e d  French  Canad ians  i n  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
numbers ,  fo l lowed  by fewer t h a n  h a l f  t h e  number o f  I t a l i a n s  and 
P o l e s ,  and a  s m a l l  number of  E n g l i s h .  I n  1924 a  Roumanian 
Orthodox Church was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and i n  1930 a  J e h o v a h ' s  Wi tnes s  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Development c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  commercial/institutional c o r e ,  w i t h  
t h e  commercial  d i s t r i c t  e x t e n d i n g  up C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  and Hami l ton  
S t r e e t .  Downtown a d d i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  a  l i b r a r y  (1917) ,  p o s t  o f f  i c e  
(1928)  and Worces t e r  County N a t i o n a l  Bank (1929) .  R e s i d e n t i a l  
g rowth  c o n t i n u e s  a t  Globe V i l l a g e  n o r t h  i n  t h e  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  
a r e a ,  and s o u t h  o u t  o f  t h e  High S t r e e t  d i s t r i c t  s o u t h w e s t  a l o n g  
South S t r e e t  and s o u t h  between High land  and West S t r e e t s .  South 
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o f  t h e  C e n t e r ,  e x p a n s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  a l o n g  Marcy, D r e s s e r ,  and  
H a r t w e l l  S t r e e t s ,  and s o u t h  a l o n g  Woodstock Road and Elm S t r e e t s .  
The worker h o u s i n g  d i s t r i c t  west o f  American O p t i c a l  e x t e n d s  s o u t h  
deve lopment  a l o n g  Worces t e r  S t r e e t ,  Char l t o n  Road, and Guelphwood 
Road. Worker c o t t a g e s  a r e  b u i l t  e a s t  o f  t h e  m i l l s  on t h e  r i v e r  
b l u f f s  between L e n s d a l e  and S a n d e r s v i l l e  . 
D. Economic Base 

Un l ike  many manufac tur  i n g  towns i n  Worces te r  County ,  Southbr  i dge  
was a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  and expand i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  t h rough  t h e  
decades  b e f o r e  t h e  Second World War. The American O p t i c a l  Co. 
grew t o  employ more t h a n  4 , 5 0 0  i n  t h e  l a t e  1920s and o p e r a t e d  f o u r  
b r a n c h  p l a n t s  i n  Worces te r  , Cambr i d g e  , and Canada i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  l a r g e  f a c t o r i e s  i n  S o u t h b r i d g e .  I n  1929 s e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  
o p t i c a l  shops  c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Independen t  
O p t i c a l  Co. 

The m a n u f a c t u r e  of  c u t l e r y  a l s o  expanded ,  a s  t h e  Hyde Mfg. Co. 
opened t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  a  new b r i c k  p l a n t  i n  1917. 
I n  1926 t h e  R i c h a r d s  C u t l e r y  f i r m  was pu rchased  by t h e  P a r l o r  Wire 
Goods Co. o f  W o r c e s t e r ,  which c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  l o c a l  t r i m .  

The Hami l ton  Woolen Mfg. Co. c o n t i n u e d  t o  domina te  t h e  l o c a l  
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  Numerous improvements l e d  t o  t h e  
d  i s c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  o b s o l e t e  
mach ine ry ,  p u r c h a s e  and r e f i t t i n g  o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  Mills p l a n t ,  and 
t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  a  new dye house  between 1917 and 1929. The 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  new f a b r i c s ,  a  l i n e  o f  men ' s  wear and a  l i n e  o f  
u p - t o - d a t e  and p r o p e r l y  s t y l e d  women's wea r ,  a l l o w e d  Hamil ton t o  
remain  c o m p e t i t i v e  i n  t h e  world m a r k e t .  I n  1927 t h e  company 
employed 1 , 4 0 0  p e o p l e  and o p e r a t e d  59 ,000  s p i n d l e s  and 1 , 2 0 0  looms 
i n  27 f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s .  Other  t e x t i l e  f i r m s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  were 
t h e  S o u t h b r i d g e  P r i n t i n g  Co.,  t a k e n  o v e r  by a  N e w  York g roup  i n  
1927,  and t h e  L i t c h f i e l d  S h u t t l e  Co. which c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  
1930s  w i t h  125  employees .  

D a i r y i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  l e a d i n g  t y p e  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  supplemented by p o u l t r y  and marke t  g a r d e n i n g .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  major  development  d u r i n g  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  1928  U.S. P o s t  O f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  a  o n e - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  d e s i g n e d  by James Wetmore. 

Commercial:  A C o l o n i a l  r e v i v a l  s t y l e  b r i c k  bank was d e s i g n e d  by 
Burnham B r o t h e r  of Chicago  ( ? )  i n  1929. 
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