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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: June ,  1981 Community: Rochester  

TOPOGRAPHY 

Roches te r  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  lowlands  i n l a n d  from Buzzard's  
Bay. The s o i l s  a r e  sandy t o  g r a v e l l y .  Topographic r e l i e f  i s  
moderate w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e  Vaughn H i l l  e s k e r  i n  t h e  wes t  
c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town. Drainage i s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  v i a  t h e  
M a t t a p o i s e t t  River  i n  t h e  wes t  and t h e  S ipp ican  River  i n  t h e  e a s t .  
There  a r e  numerous ponds i n  t h e  town some a r t i f i c i a l  and some 
n a t u r a l  t h e  S n i p a t u i t  be ing  t h e  l a r g e s t  n a t u r a l  pond. The o t h e r  
noteworthy n a t u r a l  pond be ing  t h e  k e t t l e h o l e  Mary's Pond on t h e  
e a s t e r n  boundary. There  i s  an e x t e n s i v e  sys tem of swamps i n  t h e  
town. 

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

The town of Roches te r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on June 4,  1686 (O.S.). P a r t  
was i n c l u d e d  i n  Wareham, 1739. P a r t  annexed t o  Fa i rhaven  i n  1836. 
P a r t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Maron i n  1852 and p a r t  a s  M a t t a p o i s e t t  i n  1857. 

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Roches te r  i s  an i n l a n d  r u r a l  community on t h e  w e s t e r n  boundary of 
Plymouth County. There  appears  t o  have been a  l a r g e  n a t i v e  popu- 
l a t i o n  d u r i n g  b o t h  t h e  Contact  and F i r s t  P e r i o d .  F i r s t  Pe r iod  
European s e t t l e m e n t  r e l a t i v e l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  h e r d i n g  and l i v e s t o c k  
r a i s i n g  f o r  Plymouth p r o p r i e t o r s .  The European p o p u l a t i o n  i n -  
c r e a s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  P e r i o d ,  c o l o n i a l  economic 
b a s e  p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h  two i r o n  f o r g e s  and tar  produc t ion  
f o r  t h e  M a t t a p o i s e t t  and Marion s h i p y a r d s  p rov id ing  v a r i e t y .  L a t e  
1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  economic f o c u s  con t inued  t o  s h i f t  away 
from Roches te r  c e n t e r  t o  Marion and M a t t a p o i s e t t .  Minimal re -  
s i d e n t i a l  development a long  t h e  major  roads  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
E a r l y  t o  mid-19th c e n t u r y  economic b a s e  r e v e r t s  t o t a l l y  t o  a g r i c u l -  
t u r e  which remains prominent throughout  t h e  remainder of t h e  s t u d y  
p e r i o d .  Slow p o p u l a t i o n  growth and l a c k  of economic i n c e n t i v e s  
r e s u l t e d  i n  minimal r e s i d e n t i a l  development i n  t h e  20th  cen tury .  
Some p o s t  World War I1 suburban development. 

CONTACT PERIOD (1500-16 20) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

In land  c o r r i d o r  between Assawampsett Pond (Middleborough) and 
c o a s t a l  h a r b o r s  a t  M a t t a p o i s e t t s  and S i p p i c a n  (Marion). Primary 
t r a i l  from Assawampsett Pond t o  S i p p i c a n  a p p a r e n t l y  f o l l o w s  from 
Q u i t t e c u s  Pond ( N o r t h  Rochester)  a l o n g  S n i p a t u i t  Pond Road t o  
Vaughn H i l l  p a s t  S n i p a t u i t  Pond and s o u t h e a s t  a s  Rounsev i l l e  Road 
(Rt .  105) t o  Roches te r  Cen te r  t o  Dexter  Road (now abandoned).  
Primary i n l a n d  c o a s t a l  t r a i l  i s  documented a s  Per ry -Hi l l  Roads 
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from Rochester  Cen te r  t o  Mary's (Merrys) Pond-Masquunipash 
a s  ~ a r y ' s  Pond Road w i t h  f o r d  a t  Doggett  Brook (Leonard, 
1907, pp. 98-99) and former  loop  o v e r  S i p p i c a n  River  a s  
Ba tes  Road. O r i g i n a l  t r a i i l  p rese rved  i n t a c t  a s  former 
branch a t  Cross  Road w i t h  connec t ions  t o  main n o r t h / s o u t h  
t r a i l  t o  S ipp ican  Harbor as Country Road (Wareham). Other  
p o s s i b l e  t r a i l  r o u t e s  i n c l u d e  n o r t h / s o u t h  connector  t o  M a t t a p o i s e t t  i s  
M a t t a p o i s e t t  Road around Towsers Swamp w i t h  c o n j e c t u r e d  
l i n k  t o  S n i p a t u i t  Pond a long  a s i x  o f  Vaughn Road and a 
probab le  n o r t h / s o u t h  t r a i l  around Cedar Swamp from t h e  
S ipp ican  f o r d  a l o n g  t h e  a x i s  of Walnut P l a i n  Road. Re- 
ment t ra i l s  a p p a r e n t l y  i n t a c t  around H a s k e l l  Swamp t o  
M a t t a p o i s e t t  a l o n g  Towsers Neck. 

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

No r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  c o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s ,  one s m a l l  n a t i v e  
s i t e  w i t h  a Woodland component s i t u a t e d  s o u t h  of S n i p a t u i t  
Brook and North Avenue j u n c t i o n  and f i v e  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  
s i t e s  c l u s t e r e d  around j u n c t i o n  o f  P e r r y  H i l l ,  Mary's Pond, 
Marion Roads. However, t h e r e  i s  a s t r o n g  l i k e l i h o o d .  Rochester  
was t h e  s i t e  of n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  sugges ted  by t h e  a r e a ' s  
environmental  d i v e r s i t y ,  c o a s t a l  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  and p rox imi ty  
t o  t h e  Middleboro Ponds,  t h e  s i t e  o f  e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  c o n t a c t  
p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  Na t ive  p o p u l a t i o n  probably  focused around 
t h e  two major f r e s h w a t e r  ponds ( L i t t l e  and Grea t  Q u i t t a c u s  and 
S n i p a t u i t  Ponds) and t h e  moderate uplands  of c e n t r a l  Rochester  
( e  . g. , Vaughn H i l l ,  town c e n t e r )  . 
C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Seasonal  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  c o l l e c t i n g  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Ex- 
t e n s i v e  swamp, woodlands and f r e s h w a t e r  ponds and s t reams  s e r v e d  
a s  an  e x c e l l e n t  h a b i t a t  f o r  w i l d  game, w a t e r  fowl and f i s h  ( seasona l  
f i s h  r u n s  i n  S n i p a t u i t  Pond and M a t t a p o i s e t t  R i v e r ) .  c .  1700 
Engl i sh  f i s h  w e i r  on S n i p a t u i t  Pond (p robab ly  l o c a t e d  a t  pond's  
o u t l e t  t o  M a t t a p o i s e t t  R iver )  may p r e d a t e  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  
P rox imi ty  t o  c o a s t  f a c i l i t a t e d  a c c e s s  t o  marine  r e s o u r c e s  ( i . e . ,  
s h e l l f i s h ,  f i s h ,  w a t e r  fowl) and c o n t a c t  w i t h  European f ishermen 
and e x p l o r e r s .  The a r e a ' s  lowlands and g e n t l e  uplands  l i k e l y  
u t i l i z e d  as p l a n t i n g  grounds.  

D.  Observa t ions :  

Var ied r e s o u r c e  b a s e  capab le  of s u p p o r t i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  Loca l  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  major  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  of 
Nemasket (Middleboro Ponds) and r e g i o n a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Pokanokets 
(Wampanoags) c e n t e r e d  i n  M t .  Hope, Rhode I s l a n d .  Roches te r  a r e a  
probably  s e r v e d  as f a l l ,  w i n t e r  and e a r l y  s p r i n g  s e t t l e m e n t  s i t e  
due t o  i t s  s e c l u s i o n  from s e a s o n a l  c o a s t a l  s to rms .  Na t ive  popu- 
l a t i o n  sought  t h e  more exposed c o a s t  ( M a t t a p o i s e t t ,  Marion, Wareham) 
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and it marine  r e s o u r c e s  d u r i n g  t h e  warmer l a t e  s p r i n g  and summer 
months. There  i s  an  e x c e l l e n t  l i k e l i h o o d  of s u r v i v i n g  c o n t a c t  
p e r i o d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  con t inued  r u r a l  n a t u r e  
of Rochester  . 
FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (16 20-16 75) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t ra i ls  improved as r e g i o n a l  highways w i t h  main i n l a n d  
c o a s t a l  road  a long  Hill-Perry-Marys Pond-Country Raods w i t h  f o r d  
a t  Doggett  Brook and S ipp ican  River  and main connec tor  from 
S i p p i c a n  Harbor t o  Assawampsett Pond (Middleborough) a s  S n i p a t u i t  
Pond Road from Roches te r  Cen te r  (Rt .  1 0 5 ) .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

No s p e c i f i c  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s .  However, Roches te r  
l a n d  t r a n s a c t i o n s  between l o c a l  sachems and w h i t e  s e t t l e r s  i n  
1660 ' s  and 1670 ' s  s u g g e s t s  t h e r e  was a n  a p p r e c i a b l e  p o p u l a t i o n .  
White s e t t l e r s  l i m i t e d  t o  a h a n d f u l  of S c i t u a t e  and Plymouth 
f a m i l i e s  some of who may have s e t t l e d  i n  Roches te r  a s  e a r l y  a s  
1649. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

A r e a ' s  two major  ponds and c e n t r a l  Roches te r  probably  c o n t i n u e  
as primary n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  si tes.  Towser 's  Neck i n h a b i t e d  by 
Tousand (Totos in )  p r i o r  t o  and d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  War. Minimal 
pre-1675 w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n s i s t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  of i n d i v i d u a l s  h i r e d  
by Plymouth t o  h e r d  and s h e l t e r  l i v e s t o c k .  S e t t l e m e n t  probably  
focused on t h e  r i v e r i n e  meadowlands and g e n t l e  uplands  of c e n t r a l  
and s o u t h e r n  Roches te r  (good g r a z i n g  l a n d ) .  

D.  Economic Base: 

Na t ive  populace  g e n e r a l l y  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  s e a s o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  
p a t t e r n  due t o  l i m i t e d  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  However, expanding Anglo- 
I n d i a n  t r a d e  r e s u l t e d  i n  some d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  
economy ( i n c r e a s e d  dependence on t r a d e  goods) .  Husbandry and sub- 
s i s t e n c e  c rop  p r o d u c t i o n ,  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  primary economic 
p u r s u i t s  of w h i t e  settlers. L i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  commercial 
h a r v e s t i n g  o f  l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

E. Observa t ions :  

Roches te r  a r e a  l a c k e d  a  d i s c r e e t  w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  and s e r v i c e  
f a c i l i t i e s  (meetinghouse,  m i l l s  e t c . ) .  Area u t i l i z e d  b a s i c a l l y  a s  
g r a z i n g  l a n d  f o r  Plymouth and S c i t u a t e  l i v e s t o c k  mainta ined by a  
number o f  h i r e d  o v e r s e e r s .  
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COLONIAL PERIOD ( 16 75-1 775) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Loca t ion  o f  Roches te r  meet ing house c r e a t e d  network of 
l o c a l  highways around town c e n t e r  d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 8 t h  cen tury .  
P e r i o d  highways i n c l u d e  system aroundSherman Brook a s  Clapp, 
Mendale, Sherman, A l l e y ,  Burgess and Neck Raods w i t h  secondary 
sys tem a l o n g  M a t t a p o i s e t t  R iver  a s  Cushman, R i u n d s v i l l e  and 
H a r t l e y  Roads. Connecting e a s t / w e s t  p e r i o d  highways i n c l u d e  
High S t r e e t  a c r o s s  S i p p i c a n  River  and North Avenue between 
S n i p a t u i t  and Qui tecus  Ponds. Major improvement of p e r i o d  is  
Long Bridge (Marion St . -Rt .  105) from Roches te r  Cen te r  a c r o s s  
Doggett  Brook. 

B .  Popu la t ion :  

D i s c r e e t  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  mainta ined throughout  l a t e  17C. 
and 1%. E a r l i e s t  f i g u r e s  f o r  "Old Rochester"  (Roches te r ,  
M a t t a p o i s e t t ,  Marion,  Wareham) l is t  60 w h i t e  f a m i l i e s  r e s i d i n g  
i n  t h e  community i n  1683. M a j o r i t y  from Marshf ie ld ,  Plymouth, 
Salem, Sandwich and S c i t u a t e .  Ey 1765, p o p u l a t i o n  numbered 
1939. It i n c r e a s e d  21% t o  2449 r e s i d e n t s  by 1776. There was 
a n  i n f l u x  of a  s m a l l  number o f  Acadian f a m i l i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
1750 ' s .  Small  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  f i r s t  documented d u r i n g  e a r l y  
1730 ' s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Expanding w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  and King P h i l i p ' s  War d i s p l a c e d  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  1676 E n g l i s h  s t a t u t e  s t i p u l a t e d  n a t i v e s  
r e c o g n i z i n g  Plymouth a u t h o r i t y  were t o  s e t t l e  wes t  o f  t h e  
S i p p i c a n  River  up t o  t h e  Dartmouth l i n e .  P o p u l a t i o n  overseen  
by n a t i v e  l e a d e r s  approved by E n g l i s h .  Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
Towsers Neck con t inued  u n t i l  e a r l y  19C. White s e t t l e m e n t  in -  
c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  w i t h  t e r m i n a t i o n  of King P h i l i p ' s  War. 
A d d i t i o n a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n c e n t i v e  provided by p r o p r i e t o r s  o f f e r  
o f  r i g h t s  t o  tar p r o d u c t i o n  t o  each new Rochester  l andholder .  
Unclear  impact King P h i l i p ' s  War had on community. Primary 
s e t t l e m e n t  node e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 6 8 0 ' s  a t  j u n c t i o n  of P e r r y  
H i l l ,  R o u s e n v i l l e  and Marion Roads. Meetinghouse e r e c t e d  c .  
1699 a d j a c e n t  t o  e a r l y  19C town h a l l .  Contemporary s e t t l e m e n t  
c l u s t e r e d  around s o u t h e r n  end of Leonard ' s  Pond a t t r a c t e d  by 
m i l l i n g  p o t e n t i a l .  M i l l  v i l l a g e  developed around Harley M i l l -  
pond a long  Cushman/Snipatui t ,  H a r t l e y  and Rousenv i l l e  Roads 
i n  early-mid 18C. A d d i t i o n a l  e a r l y  - mid 18C. S e t t l e m e n t  on 
Vaughn's H i l l ,  North Roches te r  and v i c i n i t y  o f  M i l l  Pond. 
E a r l y  18C s e t t l e m e n t  expansion i n  p r e s e n t  M a t t a p o i s e t t  and 
Wareha, r e s u l t e d  i n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  2nd P r e c i n c t  o f  Rochester  
( M a t t a p o i s e t t )  i n  1733 and Wareham i n  1739. 
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D. Economic Base: 

I n c r e a s e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  p laced  on n a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  rounds 
w i t h  expanding w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t .  Prime p l a n t i n g  grounds u t i l i z e d  
by s e t t l e r s  w h i l e  a c c e s s  t o  marine  r e s o u r c e s  on Marion and 
M a t t a p o i s e t t  c o a s t  l i m i t e d  by Engl i sh  c o a s t a l  development. 
Loca l  s t a t u e  ( l a t e  1670 ' s )  p r o h i b i t e d  n a t i v e s  l i v i n g  i n  a r e a s  
l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  from f i s h i n g  o r  h u n t i n g  i n  town bounds. 
I n c r e a s e d  s e d e n t a r y  l i f e  s t y l e ,  some t u r n  t o  E n g l i s h  f o r  
employment ( i . e . ,  l a b o r e r ,  s e r v a n t ) .  A g r i c u l t u r e  cont inued a s  
primary w h i t e  occupa t ion  throughout  l a t e  17C. and 18C. L a t e  17C/ 
e a r l y  18C. development of m i l l  and i r o n  i n d u s t r i e s .  F i r s t  m i l l  
( G r i s t ? )  began o p e r a t i o n  i n  1680 ' s  a t  j u n c t i o n  of S ipp ican  River  
and Marys Pond Road. Th is  a r e a  was t h e  s i t e  of s e v e r a l  la ter  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  C.1704 g r i s t m i l l  and 18C. f o r g e .  S e v e r a l  
m i l l s  were e r e c t e d  s o u t h  of t h e  town c e n t e r  on t h e  Dexter  M i l l  
Brook i n  t h e  18C., t h e , a r l i e s t  (James Winslow) probably  d a t i n g  
t o  e a r l y  18C. Winslow f a m i l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  an  i r o n  f o r g e  and m i l l  
a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end o f  Forge Pond i n  t h e  mid 18C. The s o u t h e r n  
o u t l e t  of Har ley  Millpond was probably  t h e  s i t e  of Wil l iam Whi t t redge ' s  
e a r l y  1 8 C . g r i s t m i l l .  A c l u s t e r  of m i l l s  ( 2  g r i s t  1 saw) and a 
s i n g l e  s a w m i l l  p o s s i b l e y  p r e d a t i n g  1775 were s i t u a t e d  on t h e  West 
( M i l l  Pond) and E a s t  Brand of t h e  S ipp ican  R i v e r ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
Bog i r o n  removed from Forge and S n i p a t u i t  Ponds dur ing  t h e  18C. 
was u t i l i z e d  by t h e  town's two i r o n  f o r g e s .  Tar p roduc t ion  was 
a n  impor tan t  economic p u r s u i t  u n t i l  t h e  Revolut ion.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Comparatively few 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  s u r v i v e  
i n  Roches te r .  R o c h e s t e r ' s  e a r l i e s t  houses  a r e  d a t e d  t o  t h e  
1690 ' s  w i t h  t h e  o n l y  s u r v i v i n g  house b e i n g  an  end-chimney two- 
s t o r y  house  (C. 1690) on Dexter  Lane, e n l a r g e d  i n  t h e  mid-18th 
c e n t u r y  t o  a  centra l -chimeny p l a n  w i t h  a  Georgian pedimented 
door surround.  For  two-story houses ,  t h e  s m a l l e r  end-chimeny 
form was probably  more common t h a n  t h e  two-cel led,  c e n t r a l -  
chimeny form. Two-story houses  were  undoubtedly outnumbered 
throughout  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  by t h e  more modest central-chimney 
g a b l e  o r  gambrel-roofed c o t t a g e ,  of which s e v e r a l  examples da ted  
t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a r e  known on R o u n s e v i l l e  Road and a t  
North Roches te r  on North Avenue. Other  centra l -chimney,  gable-  
roofed  double -ce l l ed  c o t t a g e s  probably  d a t i n g  t o  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tury  
s t a n d  on S n i p a t u i t ,  M a t t a p o i s e t t  and Marion Neck Roads and on 
North Avenue. Houses of l e s s  t h a n  t h e  f ive -bay ,  double-cel led  
p l a n  a r e  l e s s  common b u t  a t  l e a s t  one t h r e e - q u a r t e r  p l a n  two- 
s t o r y  house w i t h  a n  i n t e g r a l  l ean- to  i s  known on P e r r y  H i l l  
Road w i t h  a s i m i l a r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  p l a n ,  gambrel-roofed c o t t a g e  
on M a t t a p o i s e t t  Road. 
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VII. 

Institutional: Rochester's first meetinghouse was built 
C. 1699 at Rochester Center. A very small structure (24'x26' 
xlO1), the meeting house had gabled ends and three galleries; 
it was replaced in 1717 with a larger structure (40'x35'x201) 
to which, in 1733, a second set of galleries were added on 
the third floor.. In 1748, a parish was formed at North Rochester * 

and a meetinghouse built. The meetinghouse at Rochester Center 
was replaced in 1760. 

E. Observations: 

Development of an agricultural community with moderate in- 
dustrial base. Establishment of civic and industrial facilitated 
development of community autonomy from Plymouth. However, long- 
term economic development hampered by loss of Wareham and establish- 
ment of 2nd Parish of Rochester in early 18C., areas with extensive 
coasts and marine resources. High likelihood of surviving late 17C 
and 18C. domestic and industrial sites due to lack of post-18C. 
development. 

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A. Transportation Routes: 

Road sustem remains unchanged from 18th century with focus of , 

highways at Rochester Center. 

B. Population: 

Increase from 1776 to 1790, slight drop in 1800 then steady 
gain to end of period. 

C. Settlement: 

Civic center at Rochester Center, industrial node at Leonard's 
Pond and Rounseville. Shipyard and salt-making settlements at 
Mattapoisett Village and Sippican (Marion). Fourth precinct 
created at Sippican 1798. Dispersed farming along all major 
roads. 

D. Economic Base: 

Relatively little development in Rochester during this period. 
I 1  Our navigation," wrote one authority, "is so much an object of 
our attention as to be a great disadvantage to our husbandry." 
The Mattapoisett, Sippican, and Weweantic rivers provided some 
water power for the numerous sawmills supplying quantities of 
white oak to the nearby shipbuilding communities. Besides a 
number of grist mills, there are 1 3  sawmills in this town (Old 
Rochester) with 2 forges, one of which has a triphammer, and one 
a furnace. It must be understood that many of these mills are 
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i n t e r m i t t e n t .  S e v e r a l  a r e  suspended i n  t h e  summer t o  p reven t  ' 
t h e  f lowing  of meadows, w h i l e  o t h e r s  may n o t ,  a t  t h a t  p e r i o d  
of t h e  y e a r ,  have a supp ly  of w a t e r .  ("Topography , I 1  1815) . 
A decade l a t e r :  

Here i s  one f o r g e  f o r  making i r o n ,  b u t  t h e  s c a r c i t y  of w a t e r  
i n  a g r e a t  measure cramps i t s  u s e f u l n e s s  i n  t h e  summer season . . .  
I n  t h e  n o r t h  p a r t  of town i s  a f u r n a c e ,  c a l l e d  S t i l l w a t e r  Furnace 
on account  of t h e  s l u g g i s h n e s s  o f  t h e  stream. (Furnace opera ted  
by Zenas Wood.) It s t a n d s  on Black River  which r i s e s  i n  Middle- 
borough, and o n l y  t h e  s o u t h - e a s t e r l y  end of i t s  i s  i n  Rochester .  
I t s  o p e r a t i o n  i s  conf ined  t o  t h e  w i n t e r  s e a s o n ,  and t h e n  i t  i s  
v e r y  p r o d u c t i v e .  (Holmes, 1823) .  

Var ious  a t t e m p t s  had been made t o  improve t h e  h e r r i n g  c a p a c i t y  
of t h e  town. Three w e i r s  on t h e  M a e t a p o i s e t t  R iver  (two w i t h i n  
l i m i t s  of p r e s e n t  Roches te r )  al lowed h e r r i n g  i n t o  S n i p a t u i t  Pond. 
E a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  cen tury  a c a n a l  was c u t  o u t  of Merry's  Pond t o  
S i p p i c a n  River  t o  induce  a lewives  i n t o  t h e  pond, wi thou t  s u c c e s s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Two-story houses ,  which had been s c a t t e r e d  on 
farms a c r o s s  t h e  town i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  became c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  Most of t h e  p e r i o d ' s  
two-story houses  a r e  s imply d e t a i l e d  center-chimney s t r u c t u r e s  
w i t h  h i p  r o o f s  and five-by-one-bay p l a n s ;  t h e  center-chimney, 
one-room deep p l a n  i n d i c a t e s  some conserva t i sm and economic re -  
s t r a i n t  even f o r  two-story houses .  F u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s  
can be  ga ined  from t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of s e v e r a l  h ip - roof ,  twin r e a r -  
w a l l  chimney houses ,  a n o t h e r  modest form of comparat ive  r e g i o n a l  
s c a r c i t y .  Of t h e s e  houses ,  most i n c o r p o r a t e  segmental  a rched  
sur rounds  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  w i t h  s i d e l i g h t s  b u t  no transom o r  f a n  
l i g h t .  One more e l a b o r a t e  double -p i l e  h ip-roof  F e d e r a l  house i s  
known a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  Houses of lsss t h a n  f ive -bays '  wid th  
are known i n c l u d i n g  a t h r e e - q u a r t e r  house  of 1784 and a we l l -  
d e t a i l e d  end-chimney F e d e r a l  house on Mary's Pond Road. Cot tages  
a r e  by comparison f a r  more numerous w i t h  examples a long a lmost  
e v e r y  road i n  town, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on S n i p a t u i t ,  R o u n s e v i l l e ,  Marion 
Neck and M a t t a p o i s e t t  Roads. Most of t h e s e  a r e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  
form w i t h  central-chimney p l a n s  remaining common through t h e  end 
of t h e  p e r i o d ;  c e n t e r - e n t e r e d ,  doub le -ce l l ed  p l a n s  predominate 
w i t h  on ly  a few l e s s e r  h a l f  and t h r e e - q u a r t e r  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  known. 
One F e d e r a l  doub le  c o t t a g e  w i t h  end chimneys i s  known, on S n i p a t u i t  
Road. L ike  t h e i r  two-story contempories ,  t h e  more ambi t ious  
c o t t a g e s  i n c o r p o r a t e  segmental-arched door su r rounds .  
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VIII. 

Institutional: In 1799, the district system was adopted in 
Rochester (which then included Marion and Mattapoisett) and 
16 schools established; perhaps as many as half of these probably 
stood in Rochester. In 1821, the area was redistricted to 22 
schools and an additional five schools were built. It is not 
known that any of these have survived although the later con- 
version of schools to residential use indicates potential sur- 
vival. In 1811, a Town House (demolished 1892) was erected on 
the Common at Rochester Center; a very plain, one-story, hip- 
roof structure with a small square cupola, the Town House was 
extremely conservative for its time, based as it was on the 
traditional square hip-roofed form of the earliest 17th-century 
meetinghouse and court houses. In marked contrast -- is the 
fourth meetinghouse (1826, Solomon K. Eaton): for the region, 
it is a rare and progressive Gothic Revival design comprised 
of a one-and-a-half story gable-roofed auditorium with storage 
tower with quatrefoil and lancet windows. A Baptist Church 
was established at Rochester in 1793 with a Methodist church at 
Snipatuit Pond founded C. 1830. This church, a two-and-a-half 
story FederalIGreek Revival building, still stands on North 
Avenue. 

Industrial: A well-preserved grist mill (C. 1800) still 
stands on Mary's Pond Road at Sippican; the complex includes a 
story-and-a-half gambrel-roofed building with several other 
buildings dating to the mid 19th century. Its millrace is 
intact. 

EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. Trans~ortation Routes: 

Highways intact from early 19th century with mainline of Cape 
Cod railroad from Middleborough across northeast swamplands (1847). 

B. Population: 

Steady increase to 1840 then no growth to 1850. Sharp drop in 
1860 due to incorporation of Marion in 1852 and IIattapoisett in 
1857, continued decline to the end of the period. Foreign born 
population in 1855, 115 principally Irish. 

C. Settlement: 

Seccession of Mattapoisett and Marion remove two largest 
villages from Rochester. Residential development that does take 
place occurs at Rochester Center and along major roads. 
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D. Economic Base: 
Most of ~ o c h e s t e r ' s  remaining i r o n  a c t i v i t y  appears  t o  have 

d i sappeared  by t h e  1840 's .  R o c h e s t e r ' s  p r i n c i p a l  p roduc t  remained 
lumber -- much of i t  s h i p  t imber  -- from h e r  sawmi l l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
g r a z i n g  l a n d  f o r  s i z e a b l e  h e r d s  of c a t t l e ;  by 1865, 216 farms were 
recorded .  

With t h e  s e v e r i n g  of M a t t a p o i s e t t  and Marion, Old R o c h e s t e r ' s  
two p r i n c i p a l  b u s i n e s s  c e n t e r s ,  from t h e  p a r e n t  i n  t h e  18501s ,  t h e  
town l o s t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  of h e r  economic l i f e .  The f a u l t  was 
f u r t h e r  compounded by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  same decade of t h e  
Fa i rhaven  Branch R a i l r o a d ,  complete ly  bypass ing  t h e  i n l a n d  town. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  S e v e r a l  new houses  forms developed d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  A wider  range of house  s i z e s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  ve ry  
s m a l l  c o t t a g e s  of on ly  three-bays '  wid th  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t ime. Although comprised o f  o n l y  two s m a l l  rooms, t h e s e  c o t t a g e s  
r e t a i n  t h e  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  whenever p o s s i b l e .  Another new c o t t a g e  
form of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  a  smal l  s q u a r e  gable-roofed center-chimney 
c o t t a g e  of one-room's dep th  w i t h  a c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  and a  one-s tory  
e l l  c e n t e r e d  a long  t h e  r e a r  w a l l ;  s e v e r a l  examples o f  t h i s  form 
s t a n d  on S n i p a t u i t  Road. I n  bo th  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  c o t t a g e s  a r e  s i d e -  
gab led  w i t h  t h e  r i d g e  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  f r o n t  w a l l .  With t h e  appear-  
ance of t h e s e  s m a l l e r  c o t t a g e  forms, t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f ive-bay facade  
c o t t a g e  became t h e  more ambi t ious  c o t t a g e  form. Double i n t e r i o r  
chimneys became more common a l though  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney was used w e l l  
i n t o  t h e  p e r i o d .  The story-and-a-half form was e n l a r g e d  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d  thorugh t h e  a d d i t i o n  of l a r g e  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  facade  g a b l e s ,  
used e i t h e r  i n  p a i r s  o r  more commonly, as a  s i n g l e  f e a t u r e  c e n t e r e d  
on t h e  f r o n t  w a l l ;  three-bay one-s tory  s i d e w a l l  e l l s  f u r t h e r  en la rged  
t h e  c o t t a g e .  Facade g a b l e s  s u g g e s t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  Gothic  
Rev iva l  b u t  most p e r i o d  c o t t a g e s  have Greek Reviva l  d e t a i l i n g ,  t h e  
l a t e r  examples i n c o r p o r a t i n g  kneewal l  framing and I t a l i a n a t e  hoods 
and b r a c k e t s .  The town c e n t e r  con t inued  t o  be  t h e  f o c u s  of t h e  most 
ambi t ious  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  s e v e r a l  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s ,  rare f o r  t h e  
r e g i o n ,  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Weld House ( C .  1860) 
w i t h  a  low h ip - roof ,  four-square  p l a n  and unusual  roundhead windows 
p r o j e c t i n g  i n t o  t h e  c o r n i c e .  Although two-story houses  a r e  n o t  
common, broad-gabled story-and-a-half Greek ~ e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  houses  
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  an  a d d i t i o n a l  h a l f - s t o r y  a t t i c  were b u i l t  i n  some 
numbers d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  The 
s i d e h a l l  p l a n  i s  v e r y  unusual  and was used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  two-story 
I t a l i a n a t e  houses  of t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  such  a s  t h e  farmhouse a t  H i l l e r  
and Mary's Pond Roads. 
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1839, t h e  Roches te r  Academy, a two- 
s t o r y ,  gable-roofed Greek Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a s q u a r e  
b e l f r y ,  was b u i l t  on t h e  Common. Also b u i l t  was t h e  North 
Congregat ional  church (1841, Solomon K. Ea ton) ,  and one-and- 
a-half  s t o r y  Greek Reviva l  church w i t h  a pedimented end g a b l e ,  
p i l a s t e r e d  three-bay f a c a d e  and swuare b e l f r y  w i t h  a c r o t e r i a .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870.-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  

Road and r a i l  sys tem main ta ined  from mid-19th c e n t u r y  w i t h  
Middleborough-Wareham t r o l l e y  l i n e  a c r o s s  n o r t h e a s t  swamplands 
p a r a l l e l  t o  r a i l r o a d  (1901) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

P o p u l a t i o n  remains s t a t i c  from 1870 t o  1900, s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  
a t  end of p e r i o d  w i t h  mi ld  f l u c t u a t i o n s .  Fore ign  born popula t ion  
46 i n  1885 i n c r e a s e s  t o  243 i n  1915 (a lmost  112 P o r t u g e s e ) .  

C .  Se t t l ement :  

Some r e s i d e n t i a l  development a long  e x i s t i n g  r o a d s .  

D .  Economic Base: 

By t h e  1870 's  many m i l l  s i t e s  had been tu rned  t o  box board and 
s h i n g l e  manufacture .  Wrote t h e  Plymouth County D i r e c t o r y ,  

11 t h e  occupa t ion  of t h e  peop le  i s  c h i e f l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  

and c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  i s  p a i d  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  t o  
t h e  sawing and p r e p a r i n g  f o r  market of a l a r g e  amount 
of box boards." 

T h i r t e e n  sawmil ls  were recorded  i n  1875, w i t h  a p roduc t  worth over  
$47,000. 

No new i n d u s t r y  recorded  i n  e x i s t i n g  s o u r c e s ,  though town 
probably  exper ienced  some i n c r e a s e  i n  c r a n b e r r y  c u l t i v a t i o n .  Major 
even t  of t h e  p e r i o d  was c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i n  1899,  of New Bedford Water 
Works p l a n t  on L i t t l e  Q u i t t a c u s  Pond, a major  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  
wa te r  s u p p l y ,  though t h e  c i t y  had been o p e r a t i n g  a water-supply 
sys tem i n  o t h e r  towns around New Bedford s i n c e  t h e  1860 's .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  a l though  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  a t  l e a s t  a  
few smaller b u t  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  Re-  
v i v a l  c o t t a g e s ,  a  few w i t h  gambrel o r  jerkin-head r o o f s  were 
b u i l t  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of town a l o n g  P e r r y  
H i l l ,  Cushman and H a r t l e y  Roads. A t  l e a s t  one S t i c k  S t y l e  
c o t t a g e  i s  known a t  Bisbee Corner i n  North Roches te r  w i t h  
o t h e r  v e r n a c u l a r  Queen Anne and l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  
a long  t h e  County Road. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The p r e s e n t  Town House, a w e l l - d e t a i l e d  Queen 
~ n n e / C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t u r r e t s ,  ha l f - t imber ing  
and p a t t e r n e d  s h i n g l e  d e t a i l ,  was b u i l t  on t h e  Common i n  1892. 
Also c o n s t r u c t e d  dur ing  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  pumping s t a t i o n  of 
t h e  New Bedford Water Works (1899, Rice  and Evans) ,  a  low 
Richardsaonian Romanesque b u i l d i n g  w i t h  dormers l o c a t e d  o f f  
Route 105. 

EARLY MODERN PERIOD ,(1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

T r o l l e y  l i n e  t o  Buzzards Bay abandoned and improvement of 
l o c a l  highways a s  a u t o r a a d s  w i t h  Route 105 (Marion-Rounseville- 
H a r t l e y  Roads) through Rochester  Cen te r .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

P o p u l a t i o n  s t a y e d  r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  w i t h  
s l i g h t  f l u c t u a t i o n s .  Fore ign  born p o p u l a t i o n  1 4 3 i n  1930. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t :  

Some r e s i d e n t i a l  development a l o n g  e x i s t i n g  r o a d s .  

D .  Economic Base: 

No new i d e n t i f i e d  i n d u s r i e s .  By 1930, sawmi l l s  were a l l  t h a t  
remained o f  R o c h e s t e r ' s  manufactures ,  bo th  o p e r a t e d  by f a m i l i e s  
w i t h  long  m i l l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  town -- t h e  H a r t l e y  Sawmill 
Co. and Rounsev i l l e  B r o t h e r s .  

Eas tover  Farms, o p e r a t i n g  e x t e n s i v e  c r a n b e r r y  bogs ,  b u i l t  a 
modern s c r e e n  house  i n  1934. 
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

X I .  

X I I .  

A f a i r  number o f  s imple  Craftsmen, C o l o n i a l  Revival  and 
Dutch C o l o n i a l  c o t t a g e s  were b u i l t  i n  Rochester  i n  t h e  1920 ' s  
w i t h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  on t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  of town along Cushman, 
H a r t l e y  and P e r r y  H i l l  Roads a s  w e l l  a s  a t  Mary's Pond. More 
s u b s t a n t i a l  bungalows and a t  l e a s t  one C o l o n i a l  Revival  house 
a r e  known a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  A few s m a l l  one-s tory  frame 
commercial b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  on Marion 
Road 

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

I n d u s t r i a l :  R o c h e s t e r ' s  su rvey  i d e n t i f i e d  most of t h e  
town's s u r v i v i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  r e s o u r c e s .  Both groupings  -- t h e  
Leonard G r i s t  Mi l l /Eas t -over  Farm complex and t h e  handsome New 
Bedford Waterworks and ga tehouses  -- a r e  p robab ly  NR-potential  
p r o p e r t i e s .  

F u r t h e r  work shou ld  be done t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  town's s u r v i v i n g  
m i l l  s i t e s .  Two s e t s  of r u i n s  from t h e  H a r t l e y  and Rounsev i l l e  
sawmi l l s  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  "Winslow's M i l l  Area" (MHC Area G) 
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  15-foot span s tone-a rch  b r i d g e  c a r r y i n g  Rounsev i l l e  
Road over  t h e  upper M a t t a p o i s e t t  R iver .  

Developmental P r e s s u r e s :  No obvious  commercial a c t i v i t y  excep t  
around town c e n t e r .  Out ly ing  d i s t r i c t s  remain under c o n t i n u a l  p r e s s u r e  
f o r  suburban development e s p e c i a l l y  around S n i p a t u i t  and Mary's Ponds, 
w h i l e  much of upland a r e a  main ta ined  a s  a c t i v e  farmland. 
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