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phy, and political boundaries. For the purposes of the survey, the historic period has been sub-
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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

D a t e :  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 5  Commuui t y  : R o c k p o r t  

I .  HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Occupy ing  t h e  t i p  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t ' s  Cape Ann, R o c k p o r t  i s  a  town 
of r o c k y ,  b r o k e n  t o p o g r a p h y  i n  e a s t e r n m o s t  E s s e x  Coun ty .  A 1  t h o u g h  
n o  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d ,  l l a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  
a c t i v i t y  was l i k e l y  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  mouth of 
M i l l  Brook o r  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  of R o c k p o r t 1 s  i n t e r i o r  
w e t l a u d s .  W i  t h  n o  n a t u r a l  h a r b o r s ,  w a t e r  t r a v e l  r e m a i n e d  
i m p o r t a n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  The a r e a '  s f i r s t  
p e r m a n e n t  E u r o p e a ~ l  S e t t l e m e n t  was i n  1 6 9 0 ,  when l a n d s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  
a t  Sandy  Bay and a  s m a l l  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e ,  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The tow11 
was i l l c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1754  and  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e ,  t h e n  e r e c t e d  a t  Lollg 
Cove. 

Wi th  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  b e g a n  e f f o r t s  t o  a r t i f i c i a l l y  c r e a t e  s a f e  
h a r b o r a g e  f o r  t h e  town. By 1 8 1 5 ,  s e a w a l l s  p r o v i d e d  p r o t e c t e d  
a n c h o r a g e  a t  Sandy Bay. A f t e r  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  
p o r t - R e v o l u t i  o n a r y  d e c a d e s ,  R o c k p o r t  g rew r a p i d l y .  A t h r i v i n g  
f i s h i n g  b a s e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  N o r t h  V i l l a g e  ( P i g e o n  Cove)  
w h i l e  t h e  S o u t h  V i l l a g e  ( R o c k p o r t  C e l r t e r )  emerged a s  t h e  t o w u ' s  
c o m m e r c i a l ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r e .  W i t h  a  l i m i t e d  
S t r e e t  n e t w o r k ,  e x p a n s i o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  and i t s  
a c t i v i t i e s .  L i n e a r  v i l l a g e s  t o o k  f o r m .  I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  
r e m a i n e d  m a r i t i m e  i n  f o c u s  a s  a g r i c u l t u r e  d e c l i n e d  i n  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

I n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  d e c a d e s  g r o w t h  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a c c e l e r a t e .  
S t r e e t s  w e r e  o p e n e d ,  h a r b o r a g e  i m p r o v e d ,  and t h e  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  
a r r i v e d .  A n a t i o n a l  l y  p r o m i n e n t  g r a n i t e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
town s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  P i g e o n  Cove i n t o  R o c k p o r t ' s  
s e c o n d a r y  c o r e  of  c o m m e r c i a l  and i u s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  
C e i l t r a l i z a t i o l l  o f  t h e  f  i s h i ~ r g  i l l d u s t r y  a t  Sandy Bay c o u p l e d  w i t h  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  t h e r e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  
t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  of  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  c o m m e r c i a l  ai1d c i v i c  b u i l d i n g  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r  ( s o u t h e r n )  v i l l a g e .  Growth now s p r e a d  i n l a n d  b e t w e e n  
t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  and r a i l r o a d  t e r m i n u s  a t  R a i l r o a d  Avenue,  Broadway 
e m e r g i u g  a s  t h e  t o w n ' s  c i v i c  c o r r i d o r .  E l i t e  r e s i d e n c e s  a t  h i g h  
v a n t a g e  p o i n t s  on Maine  and M o u ~ l t  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s ,  and now 
f o l l o w i n g  i u s t i  t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  i n l a n d  on Broadway.  The p e r i o d  
ended  on a  p r o s p e r o u s  n o t e  f o r  t h e  town a s  i t s  t h r e e  e c o n o m i c  
m a i n s t a y s  - t h e  f i s h e r i e s ,  c o t t o n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and  q u a r r y i u g  - a l l  
t h r i v e d .  

Economic d i v e r s i t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  R o c k p o r t .  But  
i t s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  w h e t h e r  q u a r r y i u g  i n  P i g e o n  Cove o r  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  
and  f i s h i n g - r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  R o c k p o r t  C e n t e r ,  a l l  were modes t  
i n  s c a l e  and most  f a i l e d  t o  s u r v i v e  t h e  p e r i o d .  Change a r r i v e d  
l a t e  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  w i t h  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  t o w n ' s  r e s o r t  
p o t e n t i a l .  The s m a l l  b o a r d i n g h o u s e s  of  m i d - c e n t u r y  became 
e x p a n s i v e  h o t e l s ,  e a r l i e s t  a t  P i g e o n  Cove b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  S o u t h  
End,  a s  t h e  town became a  eel-ebrated w a t e r i n g  p l a c e  f o r  B o s t o n ' s  
c r e a t i v e  a n d / o r  f a s h i o n a b l e  e l i t e .  V a s t  r e s i d e n t i a l  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  



w e r e  l a i d  o u t  i n  b o t h  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and s o u t h e r n  town. I n  t h e  
e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  s e a s o n a l  i n f l u x  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  
vo lume,  p r o p e r t y  v a l u e s  jumped,  arid a u  a r t i s  t i c  p o p u l a t i o l i  b e g a n  
t o  f l o c k  t o  R o c k p o r t ' s  p i c t u r e s q u e l y  r o c k y  c o a s t l i n e .  B e a r s k i n  
Neck and A t l a n t i c  Avenue,  a t  Sandy B a y ' s  p e r i m e t e r ,  w e r e  c o n v e r t e d  
f r o m  l o c a l e s  of f i s h  s h e d s  t o  s t u d i o s .  A s  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  of t h e  
t o w n ' s  image ,  and l a n d s c a p e s ,  g a t h e r e d  f u r t h e r  a t t e n t i o n ,  m a n s i o n s  
of t h e  w e a l t h y  b e g a n  t o  b e  c o n s t r u c t e d  on l a r g e  w a t e r f r o i l t  
p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  towu. 

With  t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  g r a n i t e  i n d u s t r y  a t  P i g e o n  Cove,  t h a t  a r e a  
e v o l v e d  i n t o  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  o u t l i e r  of t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e .  R o u t e  
1 2 7  was riow a n  urii t e r r u p t e d  c o r r i d o r  of r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  
H o t e l s  and l o d g e s  saw l i m i t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  ( e l i t e )  
r u r a l  town i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  h u t  a t  a  l i m i t e d  s c a l e .  
Then,  a s  now, t h e  town r e m a i n s  o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  t o u r i s t ,  y e t  
e x t r e m e l y  p r o t e c t i v e  of i t s  p r i v a c y .  D e s p i t e  t h e  openi l lg  of Route  
1 2 8  i n  1 9 5 4 ,  t h e  volume of s e a s o n a l  t r a f f i c ,  w h i l e  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  
r e m a i n s  l i m i t e d  - w h e t h e r  by p r o h i b i t i v e  p a r k i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o r  
l i m i t e d  v i s i t o r  f a c i l i t i e s .  Deve lopment ,  now i n  t h e  fo rm of 
condominiums,  h a s  t u r n e d  i u l a n d ,  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  v a n t a g e  p o i n t s  
of  t h e  t o w n ' s  h i g h  r o c k y  l e d g e s .  

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Sandy  Bay,  t h e  F i f t h  P a r i s h  of G l o u c e s t e r  ( f o r m e d  1 7 5 4 ) ,  and  
P i g e o n  Cove,  a  p a r t  of t h e  T h i r d  P a r i s h  ( f o r m e d  1 7  ) ,  w e r e  s e t  
o f f  f rom G l o u c e s t e r  aud i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  town of R o c k p o r t  i n  
1840 .  The t o w n ' s  b o u n d a r i e s  h a v e  r e m a i n e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t a c t  
s i n c e  t h a t  time. 

111. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town of R o c k p o r t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  most  e a s t e r l y  p a r t  of Cape 
Ann, E s s e x  County ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  R o c k p o r t  i s  bounded on t h e  
n o r t h w e s t  by  I p s w i c h  Bay,  on t h e  e a s t  by  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean,  on 
t h e  s o u t h  by  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay and on t h e  w e s t  b y  t h e  c i t y  of 
G l o u c e s t e r .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y  t h e  towu l i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  New 
Englaiid S e a b o a r d  Lowland,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth  c o a s t a l  s t r i p  of 
l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400 and  500 f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  
Laud s u r f a c e s  i n  R o c k p o r t  a r e  uneven  and made u p  of r o c k y  h i l l s ,  
g r a n i t e  l e d g e s  and b o u l d e r  s t r e w n  f i e l d s .  E l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  
b e t w e e n  100  and 1 5 0  f e e t  i n l a n d  and b e l o w  50 f e e t  on t h e  c o a s t .  
S e v e r a l  h i l l s  e x c e e d  200 f e e t ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  of w h i c h ,  P o o l ' s  H i l l  
i s  230 f e e t  above  s e a  l e v e l .  Major  b e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  
R o c k p o r t  a r e a  a r e  composed of i g n e o u s  Q u i n c y  g r a n i t e s .  L i m i t e d  
d i s t r i b u t i o l l s  of i g n e o u s  B e v e r l y  s y e n i t e  a r e  fourid a l o n g  a  s t r i p  
b e t w e e n  G l o u c e s t e r  c e n t e r  and  R o c k p o r t  c e n t e r  and on T h a t c h e r  
I s l a n d ,  M i l k  I s l a l i d  alid Andrews P o i n t .  The m a j . o r i t y  of s o i l s  i n  
R o c k p o r t  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  t h e  C h a t f  i e l d - H o l l i s - R o c k  o u t c r o p  
a s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e s e  s o i l s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  most  of  t h e  town s o u t h  of 
Cape Pond and t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of towu n o r t h  of R o c k p o r t  
c e n t e r .  S o i l s  i n  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  ra l lge  f rom m o d e r a t e l y  d e e p  o r  
s h a l l o w ,  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  t o  s t e e p ,  w e l l  d r a i n e d  o r  some wha t  
e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d ,  loamy s o i l s  fo rmed  i n  g l a c i a l  t i l l  ( F u l l e r  
and  Frak lc i s  1 9 8 4 ) .  a r e a s  of e x p o s e d  b e d r o c k  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  
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The s e c o n d  most  common s o i l  g r o u p  i n  R o c k p o r t  is  t h e  
Can to l l -Woodbr idge-Free town A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e s e  s o i l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  R o c k p o r t  c e n t e r .  They o c c u r  i n  d e e p ,  n e a r l y  
l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  d e p o s i t s .  They r a n g e  f r o m  w e l l  d r a i n e d  loamy s o i l s  
fo rmed  i n  g l a c i a l  t i l l  t o  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  mucky s o i l s  fo rmed  i n  
o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s .  O t h e r  s o i l  g r o u p s  f o u n d  i n  R o c k p o r t  i n c l u d e  
s m a l l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  Anuisquam-Sci  t u a t e  A s s o c i a t i o n  n o r t h  of  
Cape Pond and west of  P i g e o n  Cove and t h e  Mer r imack-Hinck ley-Urban  
l a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  west of Whale Cove. 

Major  d r a i n a g e  i n  R o c k p o r t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  s u r f a c e  and  
s u b s u r f a c e  r u n - o f f  i n t o  Cape Pond,  Farm Rock Lake and t h e  Loop 
P o n d / M i l l  Brook a r e a  t o  Sandy  Bay. O t h e r  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  l i k e l y  
r e c e i v e  d r a i n a g e  f rom s i m i l a r  s o u r c e s .  S e v e r a l  b a r r i e r  b e a c h e s  
fo rm c o a s t a l  e s t u a r i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of town. Numerous 
c o v e s  and p o i n t s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  mos t  of R o c k p o r t ' s  s i x  m i l e s  
o f  c o a s t l i n e .  T h r e e  i s l a n d s ,  S t r a i  t s m o u t h ,  T h a t c h e r  and M i l k  
I s l a l l d s  a r e  l o c a t e d  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  o f f  t h e  t o w n ' s  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
c o a s t l i n e .  

The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  g r o w t h  i n  R o c k p o r t  and  i n  E s s e x  Coun ty  i n  
g e n e r a l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  mixed g r o w t h  of  w h i t e  p i u e ,  o a k ,  c h e s t n u t ,  
p o p u l a r ,  m a p l e ,  b i r c h  and some o t h e r  ha rdwoods  and c o n i f e r s .  
However,  s e c o u d  g r o w t h  pa t t e r u s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  mos t  of t h e  town 
t o d a y ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  oak and c h e s t n u t  i n  u p l a n d s  and 
s c r u b  oak and p i t c h  p i n e  i n  a r e a s  o f  d r o u g h t l y  and s a n d y  s o i l s .  
Some b i r c h ,  c e d a r ,  j u n i p e r  and w h i t e  p i u e  a r e  a l s o  p r e s e u t .  

I V *  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1 5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  Amer icau  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  R o c k p o r t  a r e a  l i k e l y  
e m p h a s i z e d  combined w a t e r  and l a u d  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  Cape Ann 
c o a s t l i n e .  Canoe t r a v e l  was p r o b a b l y  common a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  and 
b e t w e e n  t h e  m a i n l a n d  and t h e  S t r a i t s m o u t h ,  T h a t c h e r  and M i l k  
I s l a n d s .  A l a n d  t r a i l  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
G r a n i t e  S t r e e t  and S o u t h  S t r e e t .  An i n l a n d  t r a i l  may h a v e  a l s o  
b e e u  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Main S t r e e t .  

P o p u l a  t i 011 

R o c k p o r t  was i n h a b i t e d  b y  members of t h e  P a w t u c k e t  g r o u p  w h i c h  
e x t e n d e d  f rom t h e  S a u g u s / S a l e m  a r e a  n o r t h  t o  t h e  York a r e a  o f  
Maine .  L o c a l l y ,  t h i s  g r o u p  may h a v e  b e e u  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  e i t h e r  
t h e  Agawam o r  Naumkeag I n d i a i ~ s ,  b o t h  of  which  may h a v e  b e e n  
s u b - t r i b e s  of  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b u t  seemed t o  b e  u n d e r  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  P e n a c o o k s .  Gookin  ( 1 7 9 2 )  l i s t s  a r o u n d  3 , 0 0 0  men 
b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  Pellacook g r o u p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 6 1 7 - 1 9  e p i d e m i c s ,  
w h i l e  Moorley ( 1 9 2 8 : 4 )  l i s t s  2 , 0 0 0  men b e l o l l g i ~ l g  t o  t h e  Pellacook 
g r o u p ,  a s  many a s  1 2 , 0 0 0  n a t i v e s ,  p r o b a b l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  Samuel De 
C h a m p l a i n ,  t h e  f i r s t  E u r o p e a n  t o  p o s i t i v e l y  l a n d  i n  t h e  Cape Ann 
a r e a  ( 1 6 0 4 )  d o c u m e n t s  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  Cape Ann. The 
n a r r a t i v e  of C h a m p l a i n ' s  v o y a g e  s t a t e s  a t  one p o i n t  t h a t  n a t i v e s  
n o t e d  2 , 0 0 0  n a t i v e s ,  p r o b a b l y  e x a g g e r a t e d ,  were w i t h i n  a  d a y s  
t r a v e l  of  Cape Ann. The N a t i v e  Americau p o p u l a t i o n  i n  R o c k p o r t  
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may h a v e  numbered i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 1 0 0  t o  200 i n d i v i d u a l s  
t h r o u g h o u t  much of t h i s  p e r i o d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e p i d e m i c s ,  f e w e r  
t h a n  25 t o  50 n a t i v e s ,  i f  a n y ,  l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d .  The l a r g e s t  
d e n s i t y  of p r e - a n d  p o s t - e p i d e m i c  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  were l i k e l y  t o  
t h e  west i n  G l o u c e s t e r  o r  t h e  I p s w i c h ,  E s s e x  and M a n c h e s t e r  a r e a .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

No Woodland o r  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  known f o r  t h e  R o c k p o r t  
a r e a .  However,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  v a r i a b l e s  and 1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  s i t e s  of t h i s  p e r i o d  s h o u l d  b e  
p r e s e n t .  For  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  mouth of M i l l  Brook a t  Back H a r b o r  011 

Sandy Bay may h a v e  b e e n  a  good s i t e  l o c a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  
l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  towns s i x  mile c o a s t l i n e .  I a  a d d i t i o n  t o  
h a b i t a t i o n  and v i l l a g e  t y p e  s i t e s ,  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  s i t e s  s u c h  a s  
f i s h i n g  s i t e s ,  s h e l l  middens  and b u r i a l s  w e r e  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
p r e s e n t .  T h e s e  s i t e s  may h a v e  a l s o  b e e u  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  
o r  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of i n t e r i o r  w e t l a n d s  s u c h  a s  p o n d ,  swamps 
and  s t r e a m s .  A c c o u n t s  of e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s  s u c h  a s  Champla iu  ( 1 6 0 4 )  
a l s o  document  n a t i v e  s i g h t i n g s  i n  t h e  Cape Ann a r e a .  T h e s e  
s i g h t i n g s  p r o b a b l y  i n d i c a t e  n e a r b y  s e t t l e m e n t s .  

D .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  Amer icans  i n  t h e  R o c k p o r t  a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  of 
s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f  i s h i u g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  of w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  H u n t i n g  
was a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  f o c u s i n g  on l a r g e r  mammmals s u c h  a s  d e e r  and 
s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  S e a  mammals s u c h  a s  s e a l s  and d r i f t  w h a l e s  
may h a v e  a l s o  beell a v a i l a b l e  011 t h e  c o a s t .  Upland game b i r d s  and  
d u c k s  w e r e  a l s o  h u n t e d .  I n t e r i o r  p o n d s  and s t r e a m s  a f f o r d e d  a  
v a r i e t y  of f r e s h w a t e r  f i s h .  C o a s t a l  s t r e a m s  and ponds  may h a v e  
c o n t a i n e d  s e a s o n a l  r u n s  of smelt ,  a l e w i v e s  and s h a d .  A v a r i e t y  of 
m a r i n e  s p e c i e s  of f i s h  would  h a v e  b e e u  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Sandy Bay and 
t h e  A t l a ~ l t i c  Oceail. S e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  of t e r r e s t r i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  
f r e s h  and s a l t  w a t e r  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  Cape Ann a r e a  p r o v i d e d  a  
v a l u a b l e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e .  G a t h e r i n g  a l s o  f o c u s e d  on s h e l l f i s h .  
Sandy Bay and o t h e r  p o i n t s  a l o n g  R o c k p o r t f s  c o a s t l i n e  p r e s e n t l y  
c o ~ l t a i r l  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  of s h e l l f i s h  which may h a v e  b e e n  a v a i l a b l e  
d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  D o m e s t i c a t e d  p l a n t s  s u c h  a s  c o r n ,  
b e a n s ,  pumpkins ,  s q u a s h e s  and t o b a c c o  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  The 
l o c a  t i o i l  of n a t i v e  f i e l d s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  
w e r e  l i k e l y  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  o r  n e a r  w e t l a n d  a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1 6 2 0 - 1 6 7 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

W a t e r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  r e m a i n e d  t h e  f a s t e s t  a n d  a t  times t h e  
most c o n v e n i e n t  mode of t r a u s p o r t a  t i o n  b e t w e e n  s e a s o n a l  f i s h i n g  
s t a t i o n s  i n  R o c k p o r t  a n d  o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  i u  t h e  
I p s w i c h  /Chebacco/Annisquam a r e a  and s o u t h e r l y  t o  G l o u c e s t e r  
H a r b o r  aad  Salem.  R o c k p o r t  h a s  n o  n a t u r a l  h a r b o r s .  Sandy Bay,  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o a s t a l  f e a t u r e  i n  R o c k p o r t  i s  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  
e a s t e r l y  w i n d s  aud t h e r e f o r e  n o t  a  good h a r b o r  a r e a .  
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I n d i a n  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  i n  t h e  R o c k p o r t  a r e a  
t h r o u g h o u t  mos t  of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  Crude  European  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n  some a r e a s  p r i o r  t o  p e r m a n e n t  
s e t t l e m e n t .  H o r s e  p a t h s  o r  c a r t w a y s  may h a v e  l i n k e d  s e a s o n a l  
f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  i n  R o c k p o r t  w i t h  t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  H a r b o r  a r e a .  
T h e s e  t r a i l s  may h a v e  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Main S t r e e t  and 
S o u t h  S t r e e t  a r e a s .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n  

R o c k p o r t  o r  Sandy Bay was n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t l e d  b y  E u r o p e a n s  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  S e a s o n a l  f i she rmei l  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  
t h e  r a n g e  of 25 i n d i v i d u a l s .  I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  N a t i v e  Amer icans  were  
l i v i n g  i n  R o c k p o r t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R o c k p o r t  was n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t l e d  by E u r o p e a n s  d u r i i l g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  S e a s o n a l  f i s h e r m e n  o c c a s i o n a l l y  l i v e d  on t h e  s h o r e s  of 
Sandy Bay and  t h e  i s l a n d s  e x i s t i n g  f i s h  f l a k e s ,  s t a g e s  and 
p o s s i b l y  c a b i l ~ s .  F i s h i u g  c a b i n s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
a t  o r  n e a r  Gap Head. N a t i v e  Amer icans  may h a v e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
v i s i  t e d  t h e  R o c k p o r t  a r e a .  However,  a  p e r m a n e n t  a a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  
i s  u n l i k e l y .  

D. Economic Base  

Any E u r o p e a n s  o r  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  R o c k p o r t  a r e a  
d u r i a g  t h i s  p e r i o d  l i k e l y  h u n t e d  and g a t h e r e d  w i l d  f o o d s  f o r  t h e i r  
s u b s i s t e n c e .  However,  f i s h i n g  was t h e  m a j o r  economic  g o a l  of a l l  
E u r o p e a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  a t  t h i s  time. R e s i d e n t s  of  n e a r b y  E s s e x  
County  towns p r o b a b l y  u s e d  t h e  Sandy Bay,  Long and P i g e o n  Cove 
a r e a s  a s  a  c o n v e n i e n t  b a s e  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  n e a r b y  c o a s t a l  f i s h e r y  
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  cod a l t h o u g h  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  m a k e r a l ,  h a d d o c k ,  
h a k e ,  and c u s k  w e r e  a l s o  c a u g h t .  F i s h i n g  f l a k e s  and s t a g e s  were  
e r e c t e d  t o  p r o c e s s  f i s h .  C a b i n s  o r  w a r e h o u s e s  w e r e  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
e r e c t e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  and s h e l t e r .  S m a l l  g a r d e n s  may h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  
p r e s e n t  p r o v i d i n g  c o r n ,  b e a n s ,  s q u a s h  o r  o t h e r  v e g e t a b l e s  f o r  
c o n s u m p t i o n .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1 6 7 5 -  1775)  

A. T r a ~ l s p o r t a t i  on R o u t e s  

S i n c e  R o c k p o r t  was n o t  p e r m a n e u t l y  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  many n a t i v e  t r a i l s  may h a v e  s t i l l  b e e u  i n  u s e  e a r l y  i n  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  By 1775  mos t  had  l i k e l y  b e e u  u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e p a t h s ,  
c a r t w a y s  and r o a d s .  A s  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Sandy Bay d e v e l o p e d ,  
f o u r  r o u t e s  d e v e l o p e d  l i n k i n g  t h e  R o c k p o r t  a r e a  w i t h  G l o u c e s t e r  
s e t t l e m e n t s  a l o n g  t h e  Anllisquam R i v e r .  The e a r l i e s t  r o u t e s  w e r e  
p r o b a b l y  c o a s t a l  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Route  1 2 7 ;  i n  t h e  n o r t h  
t h i s  r o a d  i s  p r e s e n t l y  c a l l e d  G r a n i t e  S t r e e t  and i n  t h e  p a s t  h a s  
b e e n  c a l l e d  t h e  Main Road o r  r o a d  f rom Sandy Bay t o  Squam, and 
was p r o b a b l y  l a i d  o u t  i n  1 7 0 7 ;  s o u t h e r l y  t h i s  r o a d  i s  known a s  
S o u t h  S t r e e t .  Main S t r e e t  was a n o t h e r  e a r l y  r o u t e  b e g i n n i n g  a t  
Sandy Bay and e x t e n d s  w e s t e r l y  n o r t h  of  Cape Pond t h r o u g h  t h e  
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B e a v e r  Dam a r e a ,  aud was a l s o  l a i d  o u t  i n  1707 .  A f o u r t h  r o u t e  
was l a t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  l i u k i n g  Sandy Bay w i t h  t h e  h e a d  of L o b s t e r  
Cove i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  A s  h o u s e l o t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  l o c a l  unnamed 
ways w e r e  a l s o  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  Sandy Bay a r e a .  I n  1 7 7 1  two 
l i g h t h o u s e s  were e r e c t e d  on T h a t c h e r ' s  i s l a n d ,  two miles o f f  t h e  
ma i n l a n d .  B e c a u s e  R o c k p o r t  was w i t h o u t  a  n a t u r a l  h a r b o r ,  man-made 
c o a s t a l  m o d i f i c a t i o i l s  w e r e  c o l l s t r u c t e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1743.  A t i m b e r  
whar f  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  " w h i r l p o o l w .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  a  s e c o n d  
wharf  was b u i l t  s o u t h w e s t  of t h e  e a r l i e r  w h a r f .  Bo th  wharves  
e l l c l o s e d  a  b a s i n  p r o v i d i n g  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  a n c h o r a g e  f o r  s m a l l e r  
v e s s e l s .  

R o c k p o r t  was n o t  p e r m a ~ l e l l t l y  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  1690 when one o r  two 
f a m i l i e s  i n h a b i t e d  t h e  Sandy Bay a r e a .  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  s m a l l  
numbers  of s e a s o u a l  f i s h e r m e n  s p o r a d i c a l l y  i n h a b i t e d  R o c k p o r t ' s  
c o a s t l i n e .  R o c k p o r t ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew s l o w l y .  I n  1 7 3 8 ,  27 o r  28 
f a m i l i e s  a r e  l i s t e d  on a  c h u r c h  l i s t  f o r  Sandy  Bay. By 1754 t h e  
number had  r o s e  t o  o n l y  37  t a x p a y e r s ,  p o s s i b l y  1 8 5  i n d i v i d u a l s .  
The t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  l i k e l y  r o s e  u n t i l  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  
when a  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  may h a v e  o c c u r e d .  The d e c l i n e  may h a v e  
r e s u l t e d  f rom a  v i r t u a l  s h u t - d o w n  i n  m a r i t i m e  t r a d e s ,  t h e  m a j o r  
o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  town. R o c k p o r t  was m a i n l y  s e t t l e d  b y  r e s i d e n t s  
of n e a r b y  E s s e x  County  towns .  C o u g r e g a t i o u a l i s m  was t h e  o n l y  form 
of w o r s h i p  i n  t h e  town. R o c k p o r t  r e m a i n e d  p a r t  of t h e  F i r s t  
P a r i s h  of G l o u c e s t e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  R o c k p o r t  r e s i d e n t s  
p a i d  m i n i s t e r i a l  t a x e s  t o  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h ,  t h o u g h  f o r  some y e a r s  
p r i o r  t o  1754 t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  g a v e  u p  1 / 3  of t h e  Sandy Bay t a x e s  
p r o v i d e d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  own p r e a c h i n g  f o u r  moilths a  
y e a r .  By 1754 t h e  F i f t h  P a r i s h  of Sandy Bay was i n c o r p o r a t e d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R o c k p o r t  was n o t  p e r m a n e n t l y  s e t t l e d  u u t i l  1690.  P r i o r  t o  t h i s  
d a t e  a  s e a s o n a l  f i s h e r y  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  Gap Head a r e a  
a t  S t r a i t s m o u t h  by Chebacco f i s h e r m e n .  However,  a s  w i t h  most  
e a r l y  f i s h i ~ l g  v e i l t u r e s  l i t t l e  i ~ l f o r m a t i o l l  e x i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  
s e t t l e m e n t .  C a b i n s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  a s  w e l l  a s  f i s h  
f l a k e s  aild p r o b a b l y  s t a g e s .  G l o u c e s t e r  h a d  n o t  made a  g e n e r a l  
d i v i s i o u  of l a ~ l d  p r i o r  t o  1688 .  A t  t h a t  time 82 l o t s  of s i x  a c r e s  
e a c h  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  f rom F l a t  S t o n e  Cove t o  B l a c k  Beach,  Sandy 
Bay. T h e s e  l o t s  w e r e  d i v i d e d  amongs t  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  l i v i n g  on 
t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of  t h e  c u t  i n  G l o u c e s t e r  and i n  p a r t  r e p r e s e ~ i t  t h e  
f i r s t  l a u d  d i v i s i o n s  i n  R o c k p o r t .  R o c k p o r t ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r ,  
R i c h a r d  T a r r  p r e s u m a b l y  s e t t l e d  on a  number of  t h e s e  l o t s  a s  h e  
b u i l t  a  homes tead  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of D a v i s o n ' s  Run i n  1690.  Few 
s e t t l e r s  f o l l o w e d  T a r r  b y  1705 .  111 1708  commoners l a i d  o u t  122 
s i x - a c r e  l o t s  b e t w e e n  A l l e n ' s  Head a t  Long Cove and  Cape Hedge. 
T h i s  l a n d  d i v i s i o t l  a c c e l e r a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  R o c k p o r t  a l l o w i n g  new 
s e t t l e r s  t o  p u r c h a s e  numbers  of t h e s e  l o t s  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  f a r m s  and 
homes. Many of R o c k p o r t ' s  s e t t l e r s  i n v o l v e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  
f i s h i n g  c o u l d  s e t t l e  on s m a l l  g r a l l t s  of l a l ld  of  s i x  a c r e s  o r  
l e s s .  Those  i ~ l v o l v e d  i u  f a r m i n g  r e q u i r e d  l a r g e r  l a n d  h o l d i n g s ,  
t h e  l a r g e s t  of which  u s u a l l y  r a n  f rom 1 0 0  t o  1 5 0  a c r e s .  Most l a n d  
h o l d i u g s  were, h o w e v e r ,  c o n s i d e r a b l y  s m a l l e r .  R o c k p o r t ' s  
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s e t t l e m e n t  r e m a i n e d  d i s p e r s e d  i n t o  s m a l l  e n c l a v e s  of f a r m s  and  
f i s h e r m a n ' s  homes s p r e a d  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  mally c o v e s ,  i n l e t s  and 
p o i n t s .  Some s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  c o n c e u t r a t e  i n  t h e  Sandy Bay a r e a .  
A m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  1754 a t  t h e  h e a d  of  Long Cove. The 
t o w n ' s  f i r s t  s c h o o l h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  of Sandy Bay 
v i l l a g e  i n  1725 .  A secol ld  s c h o o l h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  01-1 G r e a t  Knol l  
i l l  1760 .  

D .  Economic Base  

A s  R o c k p o r t  was s e t t l e d  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  b o t h  f a r m i n g  and 
f i s h i n g  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  economic  b a s e  of  t h e  t o w n ' s  s e t t l e r s .  
However,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e m p h a s i s  was on f i s h i n g .  Most e a r l y  f i s h i n g  
was done i n  s m a l l  b o a t s  of f o u r  t o  e i g h t  t o n s  which  w e r e  moored i n  
P i g e o n  and Long Coves .  F i s h e r y  a t t e m p t s  u s u a l l y  f o c u s e d  on cod 
and m a c k e r a l  a l t h o u g h  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  s u c h  a s  h a d d o c k ,  h e r r i n g ,  
h a k e ,  c u s k ,  and  b a s s  w e r e  a l s o  c a u g h t .  A s m a l l  c o a s t w i d e  t r a d e  i n  
l u m b e r ,  h a y ,  and f i s h  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d .  S m a l l  b o a t s  w e r e  p r o b a b l y  
b u i l t  f o r  l o c a l  n e e d s .  S e v e r a l  R o c k p o r t  b o a t s  w e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  
t h e  c o a s t i n g  t r a d e  c a r r y i n g  t i m b e r ,  cordwood and f i s h .  

R o c k p o r t  f a r m s  combined b o t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  h u s b a n d r y  a s  t h e i r  
b a s e .  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  w h e a t ,  and b a r l e y  w e r e  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  
c r o p s  grown a s  w e l l  a s  r y e  when p o s s i b l e .  F r u i t  and v e g e t a b l e s  
w e r e  a l s o  grown b u t  g r a i n s  w e r e  t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  p r o d u c e .  
Hemp and  f l a x  may h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  growu. S a l t  marsh  h a y  was a l s o  
e x p l o i t e d  f rom t h e  m a r s h e s  a r o u n d  Sandy Bay t h o u g h  i t  was r a r e l y  
enough t o  s u p p l e  t h e  n e e d s  of l o c a l  f a r m e r s .  Husbandry  was a l s o  
i m p o r t a n t .  Cows, h o r s e s ,  s h e e p  alld s w i n e  w e r e  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  
a n i m a l s  011 most  f a r m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  oxen and f o w l .  Mills w e r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t  i n  R o c k p o r t  t h o u g h  t h e y  were c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  u e e d s  of  
G l  o u c e s t e r  s e t t l e r s ;  a l o l l g  t h e  Al-Irlisquam R i v e r  a t  l e a s t  one  
s a w m i l l  and a  l a t e r  g r i s t m i l l  w e r e  s t i l l  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
B e a v e r  Dam a r e a  of a  s t r e a m  f l o w i u g  f rom Cape Pond.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Few e x a m p l e s  s u r v i v e  of f i r s t  p e r i o d  h o u s e s ,  e x c e p t  
a s  p o r t i o n s  of  l a t e r  e x p a n d e d  homes,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  F i r s t  S e t t l e r s  
House ,  t h e  Witch House  ( 1 6 8 8 ) ,  t h e  T h i c k e t  ( 1 7 0 7 ) ,  a n d  t h e  C a s t l e  
( 1 7 1 2 )  ; t h e  l a t t e r  e x a m p l e s  w e r e  c l a s s i c ,  s a l t b o x  h o u s e s .  The 
G o t t e  House ( 1 7 0 2 )  i s  a  1 G 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  bay  c e n t e r  chimney and 
e l l t r y  h o u s e  w i t h  a  g a m b r e l  f r o l l t  r o o f .  I n d e e d ,  f u l l  g a m b r e l  r o o f ,  
1 G 1 / 2  s t o r y  h o u s e s  s u r v i v e  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  numbers ,  and  i n  
s e v e r a l  v a r i a t i o n s ,  a b o u t  s i x  e x a m p l e s .  A s m a l l e r  number s u r v i v e  
of f i v e  b a y ,  c e n t e r  chimney h o u s e  w i t h  s y m m e t r i c a l l y  g a b l e d  s i d e  
e l e v a t i o n s ,  t h r e e  of 2  6 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  and two of  1 G 1 / 2  s t o r i e s .  
O f  i n t e r e s t  t o o  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  b a y ,  s i d e  e u t r y ,  i n t e r i o r  ch imney ,  
s y m m e t r i c a l  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n ,  2  6 1 / 2  s t o r y  h o u s e s ,  known f rom a b o u t  
t h r e e  e x a m p l e s .  An i s o l a t e d  e x a m p l e  of a  l a r g e  G e o r g i a a  h o u s e  
s u r v i v e s ;  d a t e d  1 7 3 6 ,  i t  i s  2  6 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  a f i v e  
b a y  and c e n t e r  e u t r y  f a c a d e ,  and d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  ch imneys .  

I n s  t i  t u t i o u a l :  Wheo t h e  a r e a  was made F i f t h  P a r i s h  G l o u c e s t e r  on 
1 7 5 4 ,  a  3 6  f o o t  s q u a r e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o i ~ s t r u c t e d  of two s t o r i e s  
w i t h  a n  e n t r y  p o r c h  ou t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  A s c h o o l h o u s e  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 7 2 5 ,  a n d  moved i n  1766 .  
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V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A .  T r a u s ~ o r t a t i  on R o u t e s  

C o l o l l i a l  p e r i o d  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  and w e r e  improved .  B a r s  
and g a t e s  r e m a i n e d  a c r o s s  t h e  h ighway  f rom A~lnisquam t o  P i g e o ~ l  
Cove u n t i l  1800.  High S t r e e t  was opelled i n  1820-25 .  P l a g u e d  by  
t h e  l a c k  of a  n a t u r a l  h a r b o r ,  wharves  and s e a w a l l s  p r o v e d  a  
c r i t i c a l  e l e m e n t  of t h e  t o w n ' s  i m p r o v i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
f a c i l i t i e s .  Sandy B a y ' s  two wooden w h a r v e s  ( 1 7 4 3 )  were 
d i l a p i d a t e d  i n  1 8 1 1  and r a z e d .  They w e r e  r e p l a c e d  by  a  S t o n e  
Whi te  Whar f ,  t h e n  h a l f  i t s  e v e n t u a l  1 9 t h  c e i l t u r y  l e n g t h .  I n  1 8 1 5 ,  
t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  wharf  was b u i l t .  They now p r o v i d e d  t h e  towu a  
s a f e  h a r b o r .  I n  1 8 2 5 ,  a  wharf  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t  
s i d e  of Long Cove,  a a d  i n  1 8 2 6 ,  M i d d l e  Wharf was b u i l t .  A t  Back 
Beach ,  d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  w h a r v e s  w e r e  b u i l t  t o  
accommodate t h e  g r o w i n g  s t o n e  b u s i n e s s  t h e r e .  

I n  1 8 2 5 ,  a  one h o r s e  c h a i s e  r a n  t w i c e - w e e k l y  be twee l l  R o c k p o r t  and 
G l o u c e s t e r  H a r b o r .  From t h e r e  t r a v e l l e r s  f o u n d  s t a g e  c o n n e c t i o n s  
t o  B o s t o n  and Newburypor t .  By 1828 ,  R o c k p o r t  e n j o y e d  d a i l y  s t a g e  
s e r v i c e .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

U n i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d ,  f ew f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  on 
R o c k p o r t .  I n  1794 700 p e r s o n s  d w e l l e d  i n  75 h o u s e s ;  t h i s  number 
expanded  t o  1 5 0 6  p e r s o n s  i n  160  h o u s e s  by  1 8 1 8 .  I n d e p e u d a n t  
C h r i s t i a n s ,  o r  U n i v e r s a l i s t s ,  a r e  a l l o w e d  u s e  of t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
f r o m  1788 .  By 1 8 0 3 ,  40% of  t h e  town w e r e  U n i v e r s a l i s t s ,  a n d  a  
s e p a r a t e  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  was i u c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1821.  I n  1803  
t h e r e  were B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  towu,  and  t h e y  i u c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1811 .  
By 1 8 0 8 ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  Sandy Bay,  and 
a n o t h e r  a t  P i g e o n  Cove.  The t o w n ' s  t e m p e r a n c e  a d v o c a t e s  fo rmed  
t h e  Moral  S o c i e t y  i n  1 8 1 5 .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

D e s p i t e  p e r i o d s  of economic  d e p r e s s i o n ,  Sandy  Bay p r o s p e r e d  and 
grew d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  1 7 8 3  saw t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  o n l y  65 h o u s e s  
and SO0 p e o p l e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d s  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of R o c k p o r t  C e n t e r .  B u t  b y  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
s e t t l e m e n t  was d i r e c t e d  t o  two a r e a s .  P i g e o n  Cove (The  N o r t h  
V i l l a g e )  emerged a s  t h e  b a s e  f o r  a  t h r i v i i ~ g  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  
w h i l e  R o c k p o r t  ( t h e  S o u t h  V i l l a g e )  a s  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  
commerc ia l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s .  The t o w n ' s  economic  and c i v i c  
f o c u s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  Main/Mt.  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  a x i s  e x t e n d i n g  
e a s t / w e s t  f rom Dock S q u a r e .  Commercia l  and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  c o n g r e g a t e d  toward  t h e  h a r b o r  a l o n g  t h i s  
c o r r i d o r ,  w h i l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  c l u s t e r e d  
on t h e  i n l a n d  ( a n d  more  e l e v a t e d )  s h o u l d e r .  B e f o r e  p e r i o d ' s  e n d ,  
t h e  S o u t h  V i l l a g e  c l a i m e d  a  new Congrega t i  oilal  M e e t i n g h o u s e  
( 1 8 0 4 ) ,  a  B a p t i s t  M e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 2 2 ) ,  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  ( 1 8 2 5 ) ,  and  a  
U n i v e r s a l i s t  M e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 2 2 ) ,  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  Main/Mt. P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t  a x i s .  I n  1 8 2 7 ,  P i g e o n  C o v e ' s  s e c o n d  m a j o r  i n d u s t r y  was 
b o r n  when a  q u a r r y  was opened  t h e r e .  
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E l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g ,  a s  i n  G l o u c e s t e r ,  was d i r e c t e d  t o  
t h o s e  a r e a s  b o t h  n e a r b y  t h e  t o w n ' s  s y m b o l i c  c i v i c  and economic  
f o c u s  ( t h e  Dock S q u a r e  v i c i n i t y )  alld y e t  e l e v a t e d ,  w i t h  a  v a n t a g e  
p o i n t  of t h e  h a r b o r .  I n  R o c k p o r t ,  t h e  h i g h e r  p o r t i o n s  of Main 
S t r e e t  ( b e t w e e n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  and Broadway) and M t  . P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t  ( b e t w e e n  High  and P r o s p e c t )  w e r e  t h e  t o w i l t s  p r e m i e r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r r i d o r s .  I t s  downtown s t r e e t  n e t w o r k  s t i l l  
e x t r e m e l y  s p a r s e  b y  1 8 3 0 ,  d w e l l i n g s  f a n n e d  o u t  t h r e a d l i k e  f rom t h e  
c e n t r a l  w a t e r f r o n t  a l o n g  Main,  M t .  P l e a s a n t ,  High ,  King and Lower 
Reach S t r e e t s .  P i g e o n  C o v e ' s  r e s i d e n t i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
r e m a i n e d  v e r y  l i m i t e d ,  and c o n f i n e d  t o  G r a n i  t e d  S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y .  

B e f o r e  p e r i o d ' s  e n d ,  t h e  S o u t h  V i l l a g e  c l a i m e d  a  new C o n g r e g a t i o n  
M e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 0 4 ) ,  a  B a p t i s t  M e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 2 2 ) ,  a  p o s t  o f f  i c e  
( 1 8 2 5 ) ,  and a  U l l i v e r s a l i s t  Mee t i l lghouse  ( 1 8 2 9 ) .  I n  1 8 2 7 ,  Pigeoi l  
C o v e ' s  s e c o n d  m a j o r  i n d u s t r y  was b o r n  when a  q u a r r y  opened t h e r e .  

D .  Economic Rase  

F i s h i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  t h e  p r i m a r y  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  R o c k p o r t .  Next i n  o r d e r  of  i m p o r t a n c e  were t h e  v a r i o u s  
a i l c i l l a r y  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  b o a t - b u i l d i n g ,  

i n n - w o r k i n g ,  s a i l m a k i n g ,  and t h e  c o a s t i n g  t r a d e .  B e c a u s e  of t h e  
t o w n ' s  r o c k y  t o p o g r a p h y  v e r y  few p e o p l e  w e r e  engaged  i n  f a r m i n g .  
I n  1800  o n l y  t e n  f a m i l i e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  by  w o r k i n g  t h e i r  
f a r m s .  W h i l e  t h e  number employed i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  grew t o  80 *>ear  
t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  was a  r e l a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  
s e c t o r .  The l a r g e  g r a n i t e  d e p o s i t s  d i d  o f f e r  a  s o u r c e  of 
employment and w e a l t h .  B e g i n n i n g  c a .  1824 q u a r r y i n g  was 
u n d e r t a k e n .  By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  q u a r r y i u g  
c o m p a n i e s .  

I n  1800 s e v e n t y  s m a l l  c o a s t i n g  and f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s ,  a v e r a g i n g  
a r o u n d  1 5  t o n s ,  were owned i n  R o c k p o r t .  Many of  t h e s e  were owned 
and o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  Norwoods, whose f i s h  h o u s e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  
Long Cove. Bo th  f i s h i n g  and c o a s t i u g  were a d v e r s e l y  i m p a c t e d  by  
t h e  1 8 0 7  embargo.  I n  1 8 1 1  t h e  Sandy Bay P i e r  Co. was i n c o r p o r a t e d  
and a  b r e a k w a t e r  and wharf  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e i n v i g o r a t e  
t h e  l o c a l  economy b u t  t h e  War of 1812 a g a i n  d e p r e s s e d  m a r i t i m e  
e n t e r p r i s e s .  I n  1815  R o c k p o r t  e x p e r i e n c e d  i t s  most  p r o f i t a b l e  
y e a r  e v e r  i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  and a  more e x t e n s i v e  c o a s t a l  t r a d e  was 
i n i t i a t e d  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  p o r t  of N e w  York C i t y .  Over t h e  n e x t  
d e c a d e  t h e  P i e r  Co. b u i l t  a d d i t i o n a l  w h a r v e s  f o r  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  
f i s h i n g  b u s i u e s s .  By 1 8 2 5 ,  40 f i s h i n g  s c h o o l l e r s  were owned a ~ l d  
o p e r a t i n g  o u t  of R o c k p o r t .  A n o t h e r  23 c o a s t i n g  v e s s e l s  worked 
t h e i r  way t o  New York and e v e n  t h e  West I n d i e s ,  t a k i n g  w i t h  them 
a l m o s t  1 5 , 0 0 0  q u i n t a l s  of f i s h  aild o v e r  1000 b a r r e l s  of f i s h  o i l ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  g r a n i t e  s t o n e s .  R o c k p o r t  m a r i t i m e  i n t e r e s t s  o r g a n i z e d  
t h e  Mutua l  M a r i n e  i n s u r a n c e  Co. i n  1827  and  i t  p r o t e c t e d  them f rom 
t h e  l o s s  of v e s s e l s  and goods  f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .  

A s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e r  of i s i n g l a s s ,  o r  f i s h  g l u e ,  b e g a n  making h i s  
g l u e  f rom h a k e  s k i n s  i n  a  s t o r e h o u s e  on B e a r s k i n  Neck i n  1822 .  
Toward t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  was s o l d  and  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  by  t h e  new owilers a s  t h e  R o c k p o r t  I s i n g l a s s  Co. 
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : Housef orms d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  r e m a i n e d  
p o p u l a r  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The most  
f r e q u e n t l y  b u i l t  t y p e  ( a b o u t  29)  was t h e  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  t h r e e  b a y ,  
s i d e  e n t r y ,  i n t e r i o r  chimney t y p e ;  a  s m a l l  number a r e  known of  1 & 
1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t .  About e l e v e n  examples  a r e  known of 
Georgia11 p l a n  h o u s e s ,  w i  t h  t h e  llewly w i  d e s p r e a d  p o p u l a r i t y  of  
d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  ch imneys  i n  2  G 1 / 2  s t o r y ,  f i v e  b a y  h o u s e s .  A s  i n  
o t h e r  a r e a  t o w u s ,  a  number of v a r i a t i o n s  f o r  m u l t i - c h i m n e y  p l a n s  
w e r e  t r i e d  f o r  m o d e r a t e  s i z e d  h o u s e s  i n c l u d i n g  s i n g l e  p i l e  h o u s e s  
w i t h  r e a r  w a l l  ch imneys  and L - p l a n  h o u s e s  w i t h  end  w a l l  chimneys  
o r  r e a r  w a l l  combined w i t h  i n t e r i o r  l o c a t i o n s ,  a  t o t a l  of u n d e r  
t e n .  A t  t h e  same t ime, h o w e v e r ,  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s  r e m a i n e d  
commoil f o r  b o t h  2  6 1 / 2  s t o r y  a11d 1 & 1 / 2  s t o r y  h o u s e s ;  a b o u t  a  
d o z e n  s u r v i v e  of t h e  f o r m e r  i n c l u d i n g  f o u r  w i t h  h i p  r o o f s ;  a  h a l f  
d o z e n  a r e  known of t h e  l a t t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  b u i l t  a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
1 8 0 4 ;  i t  was b u i l t  by  C o l .  J a c o b  S m i t h  i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  p e r i o d  mode 
of g a b l e  f r o n t  w i t h  ped imel l t ed  e n t r y  p o r c h  w i t h  t h r e e  d o o r s  
s c r e e n i n g  t h e  s e m i - a t t a c h e d  t o w e r  t o p p e d  b y  a  c l o c k  t o w e r  a n d  
o c t a g o n a l ,  domed b e l f r y .  The B a p t i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
1 8 2 2 ;  l i t t l e  i s  known o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  e x c e p t  t h a t  i t  
was of t h e  l o n g - w a l l  e n t r y  v a r i e t y .  The U n i v e r s a l i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1 8 2 9 ,  which i n  o r i g i n a l  f o r m  was a p p a r e n t l y  
g a b l e f r o n t  i n  fo rm w i t h  a  s e m i - a t t a c h e d  t o w e r .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  S e v e r a l  s m a l l  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  
v a r i o u s  c o v e s  t o  s t o r e  f i s h i n g  e q u i p m e n t .  F i s h  h o u s e s  and 
s t o r e h o u s e s  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t  a l o n g  B e a r s k i n  Neck. 

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

E x i s t i n g  r o a d s  coi1t inued i n  u s e  and w e r e  improved .  P l e a s a n t ,  
S c h o o l  and  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t s  were l a i d  o u t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  of t h e  
c e u t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  ( 1 8 3 6 / 3 7 )  ; Broadway S t r e e t  (1847)  ; 
C l e a v e s ,  S m i t h  and M a r s h a l l  S t r e e t s  ( 1 8 5 5 / 6 ) ;  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  was 
e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y  and  Broadway Avenue l a i d  o u t  ( 1 8 5 7 ) ;  
R a i l r o a d  Avenue t o  t h e  west of R o c k p o r t  C e n t e r  a t  t h e  t r a c k s  
( 1 8 6 1 )  a n d  Summer t o  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 7 2 ) .  When t h e  G l o u c e s t e r  
Branch  of  t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  was b e i n g  b u i l t  ( 1 8 4 6 / 4 7 ) ,  t h e  
company c o u l d n ' t  b e  p e r s u a d e d  t o  e x t e n d  i t  t o  R o c k p o r t .  F i n a l l y  
i n  1 8 6 1 ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  Company c o m p l e t e d  a  l i n e  t o  t h e  
town,  a i d e d  by  l o c a l  s t o c k h o l d e r s .  A s t a t i o n  was opened a t  
Magi lo l ia  ( i n  G l o u c e s t e r )  and a t  t h e  l i n e s  t e r m i n u s  a t  R o c k p o r t  
C e n t e r .  

I n c r e a s i n g  t o n n a g e s  f o r  b o t h  f i s h i n g  and  f r e i g h t i n g  l e d  t o  t h e  
i l l c r e a s i l l g  need f o r  l a r g e r  and more s e c u r e  h a r b o r a g e .  I n  1 8 2 9 ,  a  
government  s u r v e y  of Sandy Bay commenced. T h e r e  f o l l o w e d  a  s e r i e s  
of improvements .  C o n s t r u c t e d  w e r e  t h e  P i g e o n  Cove b r e a k w a t e r  
( 1 8 3 2 ) ;  a l i g h t h o u s e  on S t r a i t s m o u t h  I s l a n d  ( 1 8 3 5 ) ;  a  s e a w a l l  on 
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t h e  e a s t e r l y  s i d e  of Long Cove ( 1 8 3 6 - 1 8 4 0 )  w h i c h ,  t h o u g h  
u n f i n i s h e d ,  s t i l l  a f f o r d e d  s a f e  a n c h o r a g e ;  and  t h e  Long Cove wharf  
( 1 8 4 0 ) .  I n  1 8 3 9 ,  t h e  b r e a k w a t e r  a t  P i g e o n  Cove was d e s t r o y e d  by  
s t o r m  and  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e b u i l t .  I n  t h e  m i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  The 
R o c k p o r t  G r a n i t e  Compauy e r e c t e d  a  b r e a k w a t e r  and wharf  j u s t  n o r t h  
of K u o w l t o n l s  P o i u t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

R o c k p o r t ' s  p o p u l a t i o l l  a t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  e q u a l l e d  2650.  By 1870  t h e  
number had  i n c r e a s e d  b y  4 7 . 3 %  t o  e q u a l  3904.  By 1855  t h e  t o w n ' s  
f o r e i g n  b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  was 1 0 %  of t h e  t o t a l ,  and  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  
I r i s h .  Ten y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  f e l l  t o  7 . 5 % ,  and i n c l u d e d  
I r i s h  a s  w e l l  a s  C a n a d i a n  newcomers.  With  t h e  e x p a a s i o a  and 
g r e a t e r  d i v e r s i t y  of p o p u l a  t i o u ,  t h e  number of  dellomirla t i  011s and  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  towu i n c r e a s e d .  A M e t h o d i s t  c l a s s  was fo rmed  
i n  1831  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1 8 3 2 ;  f rom 1 8 4 3  t o  1858  t h i s  g r o u p  
became W e s l e y a n ,  a n t i - E p i s c o p a l  a s  w e l l  a s  a n t i - s l a v e r y  i n  
o u t l o o k .  The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  Roman C a t h o l i c  m a s s e s  w e r e  c e l e b r a t e d  
i n  1850.  A d d i t i o n a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t i e s  w e r e  f o r m e d ,  t h e  
s h o r t - l i v e d  Second ( 1 8 5 5 - 1 8 6 8 )  and t h e  F i r s t  Church of C h r i s t ,  
P i g e o n  Cove ( 1 8 5 7 ) .  A s e c o n d  U n i v e r s a l i s t  s o c i e t y  was fo rmed  i n  
1861.  A t  i ~ l c o r p o r a t i o l l  t h e  tow11 h a d  s i x  d i s t r i c t s ;  i n  1855  t h e y  
a d o p t e d  t h e  tow11 s y s t e m  and  g r a d e d  t h e  s c h o o l s ;  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  was 
fo rmed  i n  1849 .  An a l m s h o u s e  was c o l l s t r u c t e d  i n  1851 .  A Lyceum 
was o r g a n i z e d  i n  1830.  Temperance  S o c i e t i e s  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t h e  
1 8 4 0 s ,  and i n  1 8 5 6 ,  300 women d e m o n s t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  l i q u o r  s a l e s .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R o c k p o r t ' s  d u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c i  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  More 
a  f o c u s  of f i s h i n g  t h a n  of  r e s i d e n t i a l  a c t i v i t y  u n t i l  1 8 2 5 ,  P i g e o u  
Cove a t  t h a t  time b e g a n  a n  e r a  of r a p i d  g r o w t h .  Aided by  t h e  
c o l l s t r u c t i o i l  of t h e  b r e a k w a t e r  i n  1 8 3 1 ,  and t h e  g r o w t h  of b o t h  
f i s h i n g  and q u a r r y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  b y  m i d - c e u t u r y  P i g e o n  Cove h a d  
become a  t h r i v i u g  v i l l a g e .  The P i g e o n  Cove Chape l  was e r e c t e d  i n  
1868 .  B e f o r e  p e r i o d ' s  e n d ,  P i g e o n  Cove b e g a n  a c q u i r i n g  i t s  
c e l e b r i t y  a s  a  summer r e s o r t .  

I t  r e m a i n e d  t h e  S o u t h e r u  V i l l a g e  ( R o c k p o r t )  t o  which  t h e  t o w n ' s  
p r i m a r y  c o m m e r c i a l ,  c i v i c  alld r e s i d e n t i a l  a c t i v i  t i e s  w e r e  drawn.  
I u  1 8 3 8 ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  M e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d .  I n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  
b u s i ~ l e s s  f l o u r i s h e d ,  mally d w e l l i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  and a  h o s t  of 
i m p r o v e m e ~ ~ t s  t o  t h e  town b e g a n .  Mouut P l e a s a n t  House opened t o  
accommodate t h e  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  summer v i s i t o r s  ( 1 8 4 8 ) ;  t h e  f i r s t  
h i g h  s c h o o l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  ( 1 8 4 9 ) ;  t e l e g r a p h  s e r v i c e  b e g a n  
(1850)  ; t h e  R o c k p o r t  Bank opened ( 1 8 5 1 )  ; t h e  Secoild Coilgrega t i  o n a l  
Church and t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church  e r e c t e d  (1856)  ; t h e  p r e s e u t  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  ( 1 8 5 7 ) ;  t h e  town h a l l  ( 1 8 6 9 ) ;  t h e  town l i b r a r y  
( 1 8 7 1 ) ;  a u  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s c h o o l  e s t a b l i s h e d  ( 1 8 6 9 - 7 0 )  a n d  t h e  
s y m b o l i c  elm p l a l l t e d  a t  Dock S q u a r e  ( 1 8 5 9 ) .  Wi th  t h e  o p e n i n g  of 
t h e  Aunisquam C o t t o n  M i l l  and i t s  complex of m a s s i v e  g r a n i t e  
b u i l d i n g s  ( 1 8 4 7 ) ,  t h e  f a c e  of downtown R o c k p o r t  was d r a s t i c a l l y  
a l t e r e d .  The m i l l  o c c u p i e d  t h e  e n t i r e  b l o c k  betweell  S c h o o l  S t r e e t  
and Dock S q u a r e  on Broadway,  and by  t h e  1 8 6 0 s ,  " C o r p o r a t i o n  
h o u s e s 1 '  ( f o u r  l a r g e  company b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s )  o c c u p i e d  t h e  o p p o s i t e  
s i d e  of Broadway b e t w e e n  S c h o o l  and Main.  
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With t h e  r a p i d  i ~ l t e ~ l s i f i c a t i o ~ l  of  t h e  t o w n ' s  s t r e e t  n e t w o r k  a t  mid 
c e n t u r y  came a  s h i f t i n g  of  f u n c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  R o c k p o r t 1 s  
commerc ia l  c o r e  r e m a i n e d  f i x e d  a l o n g  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  a x i a l ,  and i t s  
f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  on B e a r s k i n  Neck and  i t s  v i c i n i t y .  But  w i t h  
t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  town h a l l  011 Broadway i n  1 8 6 8 ,  c i v i c  and 
r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e s  b e g a n  t h e i r  s h i f t  f rom t h e  w a t e r f r o n t  t o  t h i s  
i n l a n d  a x i s .  B e a u t i f i c a t i o n  e f f o r t s  e n s u e d .  The L o c u s t  Grove and 
Beech Grove c e m e t e r i e s  w e r e  s e t  a s i d e  ( 1 8 5 4 - 5 6 )  and  B a p t i s t  
S q u a r e ,  once  a  r o u g h  w a s t e l a n d  of  c o a l  b i n s ,  was g r a d e d ,  
l a n d s c a p e d  and f e n c e d  ( 1 8 5 6 ) .  E l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o c c u r r e d  a g a i n  on h i g h e r  g r o u n d ,  on Maiu,  M t .  P l e a s a u t  , and now ou 
a d j a c e n t  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t .  O t h e r w i s e ,  d w e l l i n g s  c l u s t e r e d  a l o n g  
t h e  newly opened downtown a v e n u e s  ad  j a c e u t  t o  t h e  w a t e r f  r o u t ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  b e t w e e u  Maiu and P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  i n  R o c k p o r t  C e n t e r ,  
and a l o n g  G r a n i t e  S t r e e t  a t  P i g e o n  Cove. 

Ecouomi c  Base  

F i s h i n g  aud r e l a t e d  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g r a n i t e  
q u a r r y i n g ,  c o n s  t i  t u t e d  t h e  c o r e  of  t h e  R o c k p o r t  economy. Growth 
i n  b o t h  s e c t o r s  made f o r  a  p e r i o d  of  g e n e r a l  p r o s p e r i t y .  The 
m a n u f a c t u r e  of f i s h  b y - p r o d u c t s  and o t h e r  g o o d s ,  and  s m a l l - s c a l e  
f a r m i n g  f u r t h e r  d i v e r s i f i e d  t h e  economic  b a s e .  

The h e a r t  of  t h e  R o c k p o r t  economy was t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  E a r l y  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  i n d u s t r y  begail  t o  c e n t r a l i z e .  W h i l e  some 
f i s h e r m e n  col l t i l lued t o  work o u t  of  t h e  Cove i n  t h e  souther11 p a r t  
of town,  t h e  t r e n d  was t o w a r d  c o n c e l l t r a t i o l l  i n  Sandy Bay. 
R o c k p o r t  and G l o u c e s t e r  were t h e  o n l y  l r o r t h  s h o r e  towns whose 
f i s h e r i e s  expanded  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  W h i l e  t h e  number of 
R o c k p o r t  v e s s e l s  engaged  i i l  t h e  m a c k e r e l  and cod f i s h e r i e s  
a c t u a l l y  f e l l  f rom 6 9  t o  3 7  be tweeu  1845  and  1 8 6 5 ,  t h e  s i z e  and  
t o n n a g e  of v e s s e l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  q u a n t i t y  and  v a l u e  of t h e  c a t c h  
i n c r e a s e d .  The q u a n t i t y  of m a c k e r e l  c a u g h t  g rew b y  more t h a n  300% 
t o  a l m o s t  7000 b a r r e l s  and t h e  v a l u e  b y  450% t o  $ 6 8 , 5 8 7 .  
Meanwhi le  t h e  cod c a t c h  i n c r e a s e d  more t h a n  1 0 0 %  t o  3 . 6  m i l l i o n  
l b s .  and t h e  v a l u e  jumped 560% t o  $ 1 3 , 2 5 0  i n  1865.  The a d v e n t  of 
s e i n e  o r  n e t  f i s h i n g  made t h e s e  d r a m a t i c  i n c r e a s e s  p o s s i b l e  e v e n  
though  employment i n  f i s h i n g  e x p a ~ l d e d  b y  o n l y  1 3 %  t o  349 men. 
Around 20 - 25% of  t h e  f i s h  was s o l d  f r e s h  i n  1855 .  The r e m a i n d e r  
was c u r e d  w i t h  o v e r  4 3 , 0 0 0  b u s h e l s  of  i m p o r t e d  s a l t .  C o a s t i n g  
v e s s e l s  c a r r i e d  t h e  f i s h  t o  American and f o r e i g n  p o r t s .  

Irnprovemeilts i n  h a r b o r  f a c i l i t i e s  a l s o  g a v e  i m p e t u s  t o  t h e  
e x p a n d i n g  q u a r r y i n g  i n d u s t r y  a n d  c o a s t i u g  t r a d e ;  a l s o  t h e  means by  
which g r a n i t e  was t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  m a r k e t ,  The c o i l s t r u c t i o l l  of a  
new b r e a k w a t e r  and p i e r  a t  P i g e o n  Cove i n  1831  p r o v i d e d  p r o t e c t i o n  
f o r  c o a s t i n g  v e s s e l s  l o a d i n g  g r a n i t e  s t o n e s .  Q u a r r y i n g  d e v e l o p e d  
r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s  and 1 8 5 0 s  a s  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  companies  b e g a n  
o p e r a t i o n s .  By 1 8 4 5 ,  250 men w e r e  employed i n  t h e  mines  and t h e  
v a l u e  of c u t  s t o n e s  was $90 ,000 .  J u s t  t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  284 men 
c u t  a l m o s t  $225 ,000  w o r t h  o f  g r a n i t e .  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of 
q u a r r y i n g  w o r k e r s  f rom n o r t h e r n  N e w  E n g l a n d  came t o  R o c k p o r t  and  
b o a r d e d  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  q u a r r y i n g  s e a s o n .  They dug t h e  mines  
e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h  hand  t o o l s .  B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 s  i m m i g r a n t s ,  
f i r s t  I r i s h  t h e n  o t h e r s ,  a r r i v e d  i n  R o c k p o r t  and  b e g a n  t o  d i s p l a c e  
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t h e  n a t i v e  quar rymen  and  s t o n e c u t t e r s .  The i m m i g r a n t s  and  mine 
owners  e n c o u n t e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h o s t i l i t y  and  t w i c e  t h e  b o a r d i n g  
h o u s e s  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  f o r  I r i s h  w o r k e r s  w e r e  b lown u p  w i t h  
gunpowder .  A n o t h e r  c h a n g e  was t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of powered 
e q u i p m e n t .  I n  1854 t h e  f i r s t  s t e a m  pump was u s e d  t o  c l e a r  w a t e r  
f rom R o c k p o r t  q u a r r i e s  and a  s t e a m  e n g i u e  was employed t o  a s s i s t  
i n  h o i s t i n g  t h e  s t o n e s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o d u c t i v i t y  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  
Desp i  t e  t h e s e  tech1101 o g i  c a l  a d v a n c e s  t h e  i n d u s t r y  d e c l  i t led  s h a r p l y  
d u r i u g  t h e  C i v i l  War. I n  1865  o n l y  89  men worked t h e  mines  and 
p r o d u c t  v a l u e  had  f a l l e n  t o  $162 ,000 .  I n  a d d i  t i o a  t o  t h o s e  men 
w o r k i n g  t h e  mines  s e v e r a l  f o u n d  work on t h e  s c h o o ~ l e r s  c a r r y i n g  t h e  
s t o n e  t o  S a l e m ,  New York and o t h e r  p o r t s .  I n  1 8 5 5 ,  20 v e s s e l s  and 
120 men were engaged  i n  t r a n s p o r t  of g r a n i t e .  

M a u u f a c t u r i u g  f i r m s  a u x i l l a r y  t o  t h e  f i s h i u g  and  c o a s t i n g  
i n d u s t r i e s  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r o s p e r i  t i e s .  Foremos t  
among them was a  t e x t i l e  m i l l  t h a t  m a n u f a c t u r e d  duck c l o t h  f o r  
s a i l s  and c o t t o n  y a r n  f o r  f i s h i u g  l i u e .  E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1847-48  
t h e  m i l l  became a  m a j o r  p r o d u c e r  of s a i l  c l o t h  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  
f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  I n  1855  t h e  m i l l  was c a p i t a l i z e d  a t  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  
employed 1 8 3  p e o p l e  ( 4 8  men) and  p r o d u c e d  8 5 5 , 8 4 2  y a r d s  of duck 
c l o t h  w o r t h  a l m o s t  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  a n d  7 5 , 0 0 0  l b s  of y a r u  w o r t h  a l m o s t  
$16 ,000 .  The s a i l  c l o t h  was s o l d  b o t h  l o c a l l y  a n d  i n  t h e  w i d e r  
m a r k e t ,  w h i l e  t h e  y a r u  was p r i m a r i l y  s o l d  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  of 
f i s h i u g  l i u e  i n  t h e  town of E s s e x .  By 1865  o v e r p r o d u c t i o n  of duck 
c l o t h  f o r c e d  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  c o t t o l l  m i l l .  The company 
was s o l d  and  r e i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  Anuisquam Mil ls ,  new m a c h i n e r y  
was i n t r o d u c e d  and t h e  f a c t o r y  e n l a r g e d ,  and t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of  
c o u r s e  j e a n s  was u n d e r t a k e i l .  

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  o u t g r o w t h  of t h e  f i s h i i l g  i n d u s t r y  was t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  of i s i n g l a s s  o r  f i s h  g l u e .  I n  1845  one f i r m  employed 
f i v e  men and p r o d u c e d  5000 l b s .  of g l u e  w o r t h  $10 ,000 .  O t h e r  
b y - p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  of  cod l i v e r  o i l ,  s o a p  and  
c a n d l e s .  M a r i t i m e  s u p p o r t  i n d u s t r i e s  i n c l u d e d  one s a i l l o f t  
e m p l o y i u g  two o r  t h r e e  s a i l m a k e r s  and two b l a c k s m i  t h s / f  o r g e s  a l s o  
e m p l o y i n g  t h r e e  men. I c e - c u t t i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  b e g a n  i i l  t h e  
1 8 5 0 s  and t h e  i c e  was p r o b a b l y  used  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  f i s h  p r i o r  t o  
s a l e .  Addi t i o u a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  R o c k p o r t  i n c l u d e d  s m a l l - s c a l e  
s h o e ,  c l o t h i n g ,  s t r a w  and palm l e a f  h a t ,  c a b i n e t  and t i n w a r e  
p r o d u c t i  01-1 v a l u e d  a t  aroui ld  $20 ,000  aild empl o y i u g  a r o u n d  40 men i n  
1855 .  

The number of f a r m e r s  f e l l  f rom 80 i n  1840  t o  43 i n  1865 .  The 
p r i m a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  h a y ,  c o r n ,  p o t a t o e s ,  g r a i n s ,  
b u t t e r ,  m i l k ,  and v e g e t a b l e s .  By 1865  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  21  f a r m s  of 
1105  a c r e s .  

111 1 8 5 1  t h e  R o c k p o r t  Bank was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a s  was t h e  P o o r  House.  
I n  1 8 5 3  t h e  R o c k p o r t  S a v i n g s  Bank was i n c o r p o r a t e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A l t h o u g h  some e x a m p l e s  of e a r l i e r  h o u s e f o r m s  w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  s m a l l  numbers  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  two d i s t i n c t i v e  
f o r m s  d o m i n a t e d  new b u i l d i n g s .  The most  common t y p e  was t h e  1 6 
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1 / 2  s t o r y ,  c e l l t e r  e n t r y  g a b l e  r o o f e d  h o u s e  w i t h  c e n t r a l  ch imney ,  
e x t e n d e d  s t u d  h e i g h t ,  and Greek R e v i v a l  o rnament  ; many w e r e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  by  t h e  G r a u i t e  Company. G a b l e  f r o u t  f o r m s  w e r e  a l s o  
newly  p o p u l a r ;  t h r e e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h  w i t h  s i d e  e n t r i e s ,  b o t h  1 & 1 / 2  
and  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r y  e x a m p l e s  s u r v i v e  i n  e q u a l  numbers ;  a g a i n  Greek 
R e v i v a l  o rnament  i s  most  common, a s  w e l l  a s  s m a l l e r  numbers u s i n g  
I t a l i a i l a t e  e l e m e n t s .  The G r a n i t e  Company a l s o  b u i l t  a  g r o u p  of 
a b o u t  f i v e  m u l t i f a m i l y  t e n e m e u t s  i n  a b o u t  1 8 7 0 ;  t h e s e  a r e  2 & 1 / 2  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  u u d e r  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  s i x  b a y s  i n  w i d t h ,  e n t r i e s  a t  
e a c h  e n d ;  t h e y  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  b y  R u f u s  G i f f o r d .  Two l a r g e  s t o n e  
h o u s e s  s u r v i v e  f rom t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b o t h  2  E 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  u n d e r  a 
g a b l e  r o o f ,  f i v e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y ;  i u  one example  
t h e r e  a r e  end w a l l  g r a n i t e  c h i m n e y s ,  t h e  o t h e r  employs  i n t e r i o r  
b r i c k  ch imneys .  L a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  s m a l l  number of h o u s e s  were  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  Emmons P o i n t  i n c l u d i n g  a  camp m e e t i n g  t y p e  a n d  
m a n s a r d s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  N e w  m e e t i n g h o u s e s  w e r e  a d d e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  of 
e x p a n s i o n .  The M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  a  h o u s e  of unknown a p p e a r a n c e  i n  
1 8 3 8  which  b u r n e d  i n  1875 .  The Second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  
C h a p e l  was c o i l s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 5 5 ,  s o l d  t o  t h e  YMCA i n  1 8 6 8 ,  alld 
l a t e r  t o  t h e  Odd F e l l o w s ;  i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  s i m p l e  s t r u c t u r e  of 
two s t o r i e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y  on t h e  g a b l e d  f a c a d e .  S t .  J o a c h i m ' s  
Church was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  i l l  1 8 5 6 ,  b u t  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  
i s  uuknowu. The F i r s t  Church a t  P i g e o n  Cove c o i l s t r u c t e d  a  c h a p e l  
( 1 8 6 3 ) ,  a  g a b l e  f r o u t  c h u r c h  w i t h  e n t r y  p o r c h .  The f i r s t  
Cougrega t i  o n a l  S o c i e t y  r e m o d e l l e d  t h e i r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1 8 3 9 ,  and 
i n  1864 c u t  i t  i n  h a l f  a n d  a d d e d  t o  i t s  l e n g t h .  I n  1866-67  t h e  
B a p t i s t  Church was r a i s e d ,  t u r u e d  t o  p r e s e u t  i t s  g a b l e  end t o  t h e  
s t r e e t ,  l e n g t h e n e d  b y  20 f e e t ,  and h a d  a  new s q u a r e  tower  w i t h  
s p i r e  a d d e d  above  t h e  e n t r y .  

The h i g h  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  of 1 8 6 5 / 6 6  is  a  l a r g e  g a b l e - r o o f e d  b l o c k  
w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  c r o s s - g a b l e  wing h o u s i n g  t h e  e n t r y .  L i t t l e  
however  i s  known of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  town s c h o o l s .  A t  i n c o r p o r a t i  on 
t h e r e  w e r e  s i x :  one  30 f e e t  s q u a r e  u n d e r  a  h i p  r o o f ,  o n e  24 f e e t  
s q u a r e  u n d e r  a  h i p  r o o f ,  b u t  n o  o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  s u r v i v e ;  f i v e  
more s c h o o l h o u s e s  w e r e  a d d e d  by p e r i o d ' s  e n d .  A t  Cave H i l l  a  2  & 
1 / 2  s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s c h o o l  w i t h  c e n t e r  p o r c h  e n t r y  s u r v i v e s  a s  
a  Boy S c o u t  H a l l .  

Commercia l :  S e v e r a l  of t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e s  a l o n g  Maiil S t .  
may d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ;  s u r v i v i n g  e x a m p l e s  i n c l u d e  b o t h  1 6 1 / 2  
a u d  2  6 1 / 2  s t o r y  e x a m p l e s .  I t  i s  u n c l e a r  w h e t h e r  t h e  3  s t o r y  
mansard  was b u i l t  f o r  r e s i d e l l t i a l  o r  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  F i s h  h o u s e s  and s t o r e h o u s e s  w e r e  b u i l t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p e r i o d .  A s a i l l o f t  was e r e c t e d  p r i o r  t o  1845 .  The Annisquam M i l l  
was e r e c t e d  i n  1 8 4 7 - 4 8 ;  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m i l l  was a  t w o - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  
f a c t o r y  on Broadway and s c h o o l  s t r e e t s ;  i n  1865 a n  a d d i t i o n ,  a l s o  
of s t o n e ,  was e r e c t e d .  I c e  h o u s e s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  on M a n n i n g ' s  Pond 
i n  1852 .  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The f i r s t  B o s t o n  and Maine R a i l r o a d  s t a t i o ~ l  
( 1 8 6 2 )  was a  s i m p l e  g a b l e - r o o f e d  one s t o r y  f r a m e  b u i l d i u g  w i t h  
w i d e  o v e r h a n g i n g  e a v e s .  
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IX. LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

The r o a d  l le twork co i l t i l lued  t o  b e  u p g r a d e d  and  i n t e n s i f i e d .  Mount 
P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  and t h e  h ighway  a t  F o l l y  Cove w e r e  improved ( 1 8 7 0 )  
and s e v e r a l  new r o a d s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t ,  among them: F o r e s t  and King 
S t r e e t s  t o  G r a n i t e  ( 1 8 7 4 ) ;  J e w e t t  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 7 3 ) ;  P a r k e r  S t r e e t  
( 1 8 8 0 ) ;  P o o l ' s  H i l l  Road ( 1 8 8 5 )  and  C u r t i s  S t r e e t  a t  P i g e o n  Cove 
( 1 8 8 5 ) .  By 1899 ,  R o c k p o r t  c l a i m e d  a n  e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  
r o u t e  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  f rom G l o u c e s t e r  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  t o  R o c k p o r t  
c e n t e r  and on up c u r r e n t  R o u t e  127  t o  b o t h  P i g e o n  and  Hoopole  
Coves .  The P i g e o u  H i l l  G r a n i t e  Company, fo rmed  i n  1 8 7 0 ,  
c o l l s t r u c t e d  b o t h  a  b r e a k w a t e r  and w h a r v e s ,  and t h e n  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  
i n  R o c k p o r t  t o  b u i l d  a  r a i l r o a d  t o  c a r r y  s t o n e  f rom t h e  Q u a r r y  t o  
t h e  P i g e o n  Cove w h a r f .  I n  1872 t h e  company e r e c t e d  a  g r a n i t e  a r c h  
b r i d g e  a t  F l a t  Ledge q u a r r y  o v e r  t h e  g r a n i t e  company 's  c u t .  I t s  
r a i l r o a d  t h e n  r a n  under i lea  t h  t h e  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  P i g e o n  Cove 
G r a n i t e  Company p i t s  and  i t s  p i e r  and w h a r f .  I n  t h e  1 8 8 0 s ,  t h e  
R o c k p o r t  G r a n i t e  Company f o l l o w e d  s u i t ,  l a y i n g  r a i l s  f o r  a  t r a c k  
f r o m  i t s  q u a r r i e s  t o  t h e  w h a r v e s .  I n  1 8 8 3 ,  a n  enormous b r e a k w a t e r  
was p r o p o s e d  on Sandy Bay; begun  i n  1 8 8 5 ,  by  1899  i t  was s t i l l  n o t  
c o m p l e t e d .  

I t  was d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h a t  R o c k p o r t ' s  r e s o r t  
p o t e n t i a l  b e g a n  t o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d .  L a r g e  s e c t i o n s  of  r e s i d e n t i a l  
s t r e e t s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  a t  Emerson P o i n t  and  a t  G a p ' s  Whale Cove i n  
t h e  s o u t h e r n  town and a t  F o l l y  Cove ahld i n l a n d  of P i g e o n  Cove i l l  

t h e  n o r t h .  The s t r e e t  n e t w o r k  ill t h e  c e n t r a l  town i n c r e a s e d  i n  
d e n s i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  and t h e  g r a n i t e  Keys tone  B r i d g e ,  
l i n k i n g  R o c k p o r t  aild t h e  v i l l a g e  of Pigeol l  Cove,  was e r e c t e d  
( 1 8 7 2 ) .  

P o p u l a t i o n  grew by  1 1 . 4 %  f r o m  1870 t o  1 9 1 5 ,  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
a t  3904 and f i n i s h i n g  a t  4351.  The peak  came i n  1895 when t h e  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  was 5289.  The number and p e r c e n t a g e  of f o r e i g n  
b o r n  i n h a b i t a n t s  i n c r e a s e d  a s  we l l .  I n  1875  t h e r e  w e r e  846 ,  1 9 %  
of t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w h i l e  i n  1915 t h e r e  were 1 0 8 3  o r  2 5 % .  
L i k e  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f o r e i g n  b o r n  peaked  i n  1895 wheil t h e y  
r e p r e s e n t e d  38% of t h e  t o t a l .  A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  p e r i o d  
l a r g e  numbers  of I r i s h  a ~ l d  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  and  s m a l l e r  numbers of 
Swedes ,  R u s s i a n s ,  P o r t u g u e s e ,  E n g l i s h  and  S c o t t i s h  d o m i n a t e d .  A 
m a j o r  m i g r a t i o n  of R u s s i a n s ,  F i n n s  and Swedes ill t h e  1890s  a l t e r e d  
t h e  b a l a n c e .  However,  a s  t h e  q u a r r y i n g  d e c l i n e d  maily of  t h e s e  
l a t e r  i m m i g r a u t s  l e f t  R o c k p o r t .  

I n  1872 P r o t e s t a n t  E p i s c o p a l  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  f i r s t  h e l d ;  by  1886  S t .  
M a r y ' s  M i s s i o n  was o r g a n i z e d  and s e r v i c e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  r e g u l a r l y  
t h e r e a f t e r .  111 1874 a  C o n g r e g a t i o i l a l  C h u r c h ,  t h e  F i r s t  Church of 
C h r i s t ,  was o r g a n i z e d  a t  P i g e o n  Cove. B e g i n n i n g  i n  1886  t h i s  
c h u r c h  h e l d  d i s t i n c t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  F l e m i s h ,  S w e d i s h  and E n g l i s h  
c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  I n  1876  R o c k p o r t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  t e m p e r a n c e  r e v i v a l ,  
and  a  d e c a d e  l a t e r  t h e  tow11 was d e c l a r e d  a  d r y  town. I n  1888 
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t h e r e  were two t e m p e r a n c e  o r g a u i z a t i  o n s ,  t h e  N o r t h e r n  L i g h t  Lodge 
T e m p l a r s  a t  P i g e o n  Cove,  and t h e  Sons  of Temperance .  D e s p i t e  t h e  
r e v i v a l  and p r o h i b i t i o n  o a l y  two  men v o t e d  f o r  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  
P r o h i b i t o r y  P a r t y  d u r i n g  t h e  s t a t e  e l e c t i o n s  of 1888.  I11 1886 
t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r t e e n  s c h o o l s  i n  R o c k p o r t .  I n  1884 a n  e l e c t r i c  
o c e a n  c a b l e  r u u u i n g  f rom Europe t o  America  was l a u d e d  a t  R o c k p o r t  
and  t h e  town h e l d  a  p a r a d e  and  c e l e b r a t i o n .  Writers, a r t i s t s  and 
w e a l t h y  f a m i l i e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t u r n e d  R o c k p o r t  i n t o  a  summer r e s o r t  
communi t y .  

C.  S e t t l e m e u t  P a t t e r n  

I n s t i  t u t i o u a l  b u i l d i n g  s l o w e d  i n  p a c e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  d e c a d e s  of 
t h e  c e n t u r y .  A Second U n i v e r s i t y  M e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 7 3 )  
and  t h e  Sawyer F r e e  L i b r a r y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l  
( 1 8 8 4 ) .  Broadway emerged a s  t h e  t o w u l s  p r i m a r y  c o r r i d o r  of c i v i c  
a c t i v i t i e s ,  a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o i l  of s c h o o l s  and c h u r c h e s ,  
i n  a d d i t i o i l  t o  i t s  tow11 h a l l .  Commercial  a c t i v i t i e s  r e m a i n e d  most  
d e n s e  on t h e  s e a w a r d  s i d e  of t h e  Maiu/Mt. P l e a s a u t  S t r e e t  
c o r r i d o r .  The c e l l t e r  of  t h e  t o w n ' s  t h r i v i n g  g r a n i t e  i n d u s t r y  
r e m a i n e d  a t  P i g e o n  Cove.  I n  1 8 8 3 ,  t h e  g i a n t  Annisquam M i l l  a t  
Broadway and Main was d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e .  I t s  r u i n s  r e m a i n e d  i n  
t h e  c e n t r a l  downtown u n t i l  1 9 0 5  when t h e y  w e r e  removed.  I n  1 9 0 7 ,  
oue of t h e  m i l l  b u i l d i n g s  s p a r e d  by  t h e  f i r e  opened a s  a  s c h o o l .  
A t  a n  u~lkilowil d a t e ,  t h e  company b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s  a c r o s s  Broadway 
w e r e  removed and f i n e  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d .  A s  t h e  
p i c t u r e s q u e  t o w n ' s  r e s o r t  p o t e n t i a l  b e g a n  t o  b e  a c k n o w l e d g e d ,  t h e  
downtown's  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t y  q u i c k l y  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  and new 
s t ree ts  opelled t o  accommodate t h e  p a c e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n .  D w e l l i n g s  
now e x t e n d e d  i n l a n d  a s  f a r  a s  R a i l r o a d  Avenue aild u p p e r  High and 
Summer S t r e e t s ,  e a s t w a r d  o n t o  Norwoods Head,  a n d  n o r t h w a r d  
u n i n t e r r u p t e d  t o  P i g e o n  Cove. B e a r s k i n  Neck r e m a i u e d  a  l o c u s  of 
f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and  crowded w i t h  f i s h  s h e d s .  

T h i s  was t h e  h e y d a y  of R o c k p o r t ' s  c e l e b r i t y  a s  a  s e a s o n a l ,  and 
f a s h i o n a b l e  r e s o r t .  Coming b y  t r o l l e y  o r  b o a t ,  v i s i t o r s  f l o c k e d  
t o  t h e  a r e a .  E x p a n s i v e  h o t e l s  ( t h e  P i g e o n  Cove House ,  t h e  
Liuewood,  t h e  Oceanv iew,  t h e  S t r a i t s m o u t h  I n n ,  P a r a d i s e  C l i f f s )  
a l l  s u c c e s s o r s  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  b o a r d i ~ l g  h o u s e s  of t h e  m i d - 1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  d o t t e d  t h e  R o c k p o r t  s h o r e l i u e .  P i g e o n  Cove was t h e  e a r l y  
mecca f o r  B o s t o n ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and c r e a t i v e  e l i t e ,  b u t  t h e  S o u t h  
End s o o n  f o l l o w e d .  I n  e r s t w h i l e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of e s c a l a t i n g  
p o p u l a  t i  011s and l a n d  v a l u e s ,  b y  1899 s e v e r a l  m a s s i v e  rlei ghborhoods  
h a d  b e e n  l a i d  o u t  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  c o a s t a l  m a r g i n s  a t  L o b l o l l y ,  
Gap, Whale ,  and  F o l l y  C o v e s ,  and i n l a n d  of  t h e  P i g e o n  Cove 
community.  L a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  f a s h i o n a b l e  p i c t u r e s q u e  s t y l e  f o r  t h e  
u p p e r  c l a s s  s e a s o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  t h e s e  new c o m m u n i t i e s  c l a i m e d  
w i n d i n g  s t r e e t s  and c u l - d e - s a c s .  They n e v e r t h e l e s s  a t t r a c t e d  few 
h o u s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n  1 8 8 4 ,  R o c k p o r t  b e g a n  t o  c l a i m  n o t o r i e t y  f o r  i t s  d i r e c t  c a b l e  
communica t ion  w i t h  t h e  U.S. and  E u r o p e .  I11 t h a t  y e a r  t h e  c a b l e  
l a n d e d  a t  R o c k p o r t ,  e x t e n d i n g  now f rom Dover Bay t o  Cape Ann. 
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D. Ecollomic Base  

F i s h i n g  and r e l a t e d  m a r i t i m e  i n d u s t r i e s ,  f o o d  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  
m a n u f a c t u r e  of f i s h  b y - p r o d u c t s ,  q u a r r y i n g ,  f a r m i n g  and t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r e  of  s h o e s  and c l o t h i n g  g a v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i v e r s i t y  t o  
t h e  ecoklomy of L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  R o c k p o r t .  N o n e t h e l e s s  a l l  of t h e s e  
a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  p u r s u e d  on a  s m a l l  t o  m o d e r a t e  s c a l e  o r  w e r e  
abaudoued d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  A t  t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  w e r e  
f e w e r  men employed ( 1 2 6 8 )  t h e n  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  ( 1 3 4 2 )  and  3 0 %  
f e w e r  t h a n  1895.  P r i m a r i l y  on t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  f i s h  p r o c e s s i ~ l g  t h e  
v a l u e  of m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods  g rew d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  D e s p i t e  t h e  
c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  Anaisquam Mills and t h e  d e c l i n e  of  t h e  g r a n i t e  
i n d u s t r y  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i u c r e a s e d  a r o u n d  250% t o  
o v e r  $750 ,000  i n  1905 .  

The m a j o r i t y  of  men w e r e  employed i n  f i s h i n g ,  i n  t r a n s p o r t i n g  and  
p r o c e s s i n g  t h e  c a t c h ,  o r  i n  making m a t e r i a l s  needed  f o r  f  i s h i u g  o r  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o r  b y - p r o d u c t s  f rom t h e  f i s h .  From 1885  t o  1 9 0 5  t h e  
v a l u e  of  m a c k e r e l ,  h a d d o c k ,  cod and o t h e r  f i s h  c a u g h t  a l m o s t  
d o u b l e d  t o  $198 ,168 .  D u r i n g  t h e  same s p a n  t h e  number of f i s h  f o o d  
p r o c e s s i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i u c r e a s e d  f rom 8  t o  11. I n  1905  t h e  
v a l u e  of p r o c e s s e d  f i s h  was a l m o s t  $ 2 4 0 , 0 0 ,  t h u s  a d d i n g  25% t o  t h e  
v a l u e  of t h e  c a t c h .  The p r i m a r y  b y - p r o d u c t  m a u u f a c t u r e d  was 
i s i u g l a s s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  two e s t a b l i s h m e ~ l t s  w e r e  i n  
o p e r a t i o n .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  d e c a d e  t h e  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  i n c r e a s e d  b y  
a r o u u d  500% t o  $50 ,000 .  T h e r e a f t e r  t h e  v a l u e  i s  unknown. O t h e r  
m a r i t i m e  r e l a t e d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  was d o n e  b y  t h e  Cape Ann I r o n  Works 
a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r  makers  of f o r g e d  goods  b y  t h r e e  s h i p  aild b o a t  
b u i l d i n g  f i r m s ,  and b y  one s a i l m a k e r .  

O t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  i u c l u d e d  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of j e a n s  ( a t w i l l  f a b r i c  f o r  
c o r s e t s ) ,  r u b b e r  c l o t h i n g  a n d  l a d i e s  s h o e s .  The Annisquam Mills 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  make j e a u s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 s  and e a r l y  1 8 8 0 s .  
Employing a r o u n d  200 p e o p l e ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  women, t h i s  f i r m  
p r o d u c e d  t e x t i l e s  w o r t h  $160 ,000  i n  1875.  However,  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  
f i r e  i n  1883 p u t  a n  end t o  t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  l e a v i n g  many p e o p l e  
unemployed.  A s e c o n d  c l o t h i n g  m a n u f a c t u r e r  was t h e  Cape Ann O i l  
C l o t h  Co. Employing a r o u n d  3 0  p e o p l e ,  t h i s  s u b s i d i a r y  of S t a n d a r d  
O i l  p r o d u c e d  r u b b e r  c o a t s ,  h a t s ,  h o r s e - c o v e r e d ,  buggy-apro i l s  and 
o t h e r  o i l - b a s e d  g o o d s .  I n  1875  t h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  s e v e n  s h o e  
m a u u f a c t o r i e s ,  a n  orgal l  m a k e r ,  and a  q u a r r y i n g  t o o l  p r o d u c e r .  The 
Cape Ann T o o l  Co. ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  employed 50  men i n  t h e  
f o r g i n g  of  s t o n e - c u t t i n g  and o t h e r  t o o l s .  

E a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  s e v e r a l  q u a r r y i ~ l g  c o m p a n i e s  o p e r a t e d  i n  
R o c k p o r t ' s  N o r t h  V i l l a g e .  The two p r i a c i p a l  f i r m s  w e r e  t h e  
R o c k p o r t  G r a n i t e  Co. a n d  t h e  P i g e o n  H i l l  G r a n i t e  Co. Wi th  o t h e r  
s m a l l e r  f i r m s  t h e y  employed a r o u n d  400-500 men i n  q u a r r y i n g  s t o n e  
and t r a n s p o r t i n g  i t  v i a  s h i p  t o  B o s t o n ,  New York and o t h e r  
c i t i e s .  By t h e  1 8 9 0 s  t h e  R o c k p o r t  G r a n i t e  Co. had  assumed c o ~ l t r o l  
of most  of  t h e  q u a r r i e s  i n  R o c k p o r t  and  i n  G l o u c e s t e r .  D e s p i t e  
c o n s o l i  da t ioil  t h e  i n d u s t r y  s u f f e r e d  f rom c o m p e t i  t i  011 w i  t h  t h e  
c o n c r e t e  i n d u s t r y  s h o w i n g  a  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of o i l ly  $50 ,575  i n  
1905.  A s e c o n d  e x t r a c t i v e  i n d u s t r y ,  i c e - c u t t i n g  , was p r o s e c u t e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1887  a r o u n d  2 5 , 0 0 0  t o n s  were s o l d ,  
p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  f i s h i n g  c o m p a a i e s  . 
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S m a l l - s c a l e  f a r m i n g  was p u r s u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  Whi le  t h e  
number of f a r m s  i n c r e a s e d  f rom 26  t o  3 9  i n  1875 t o  1 9 0 5 ,  t h e  
number of improved a c r e s  a c t u a l l y  f e l l  s l i g h t l y  t o  375 a c r e s .  
From 1885  t o  1905  t h e  v a l u e  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  a l s o  f e l l  
f rom $ 4 8 , 6 4 3  t o  a r o u n d  $ 4 0 , 0 0 0 .  M a r k e t  v e g e t a b l e s  aud m i l k  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a r o u n d  7 5 %  t o  t h a t  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  

I n  1884 t h e  G r a n i t e  S a v i n g s  Ballk was i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  f  011 owing t h e  
f a i l u r e  of t h e  R o c k p o r t  S a v i n g s  Bank. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The m a j o r i t y  of  b u i l d i u g  f r o m  t h i s  p e r i o d  t o o k  p l a c e  
011 t h e  t o w n ' s  c o a s t a l  p o i n t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  A n d r e s ,  Gap Head,  a n d  
Emmons, f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers  of summer v i s i t o r s .  I n  t h e s e  a r e a s  
l a r g e  homes w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  p r i m a r i l y  o f  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  i n  t h e  
Q u e e n  Ann aud h i s t o r i c  r e v i v a l  s t y l e s  b u t  mos t  commonly i n  t h e  
S h i n g l e  S t y l e .  D e s i g n e r s  made g r e a t  u s e  of l o c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  
s t o n e  f o r  h i g h  f o u n d a t i o n s  on t h e s e  a s  well a s  t h e  t o w n ' s  
i u s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s .  One e x a m p l e  i s  b r i c k  w i t h  g r a n i t e  trim 
d o m i n a t e d  by  a  s q u a r e  t o w e r  and r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  High  V i c t o r i a n  
G o t h i c  i n  s t y l e .  A more modes t  n e i g h b o r h o o d  of summer homes 
d e v e l o p e d  a t  Long Beach were a r o u n d  50 homes were b u i l t  l a t e  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d ;  t h e y  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  1 & 1 / 2  a n d  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r y  g a b l e  
f r o u t  aud two s t o r y  p y r a m i d a l  f o r m s ;  s m a l l  numbers  w i t h  e n t r y  on 
t h e  l a t e r a l  w a l l ;  a l l  h a v e  p o r c h e s .  

I i l s t i  t u t i o n a l :  The C o ~ l g r e g a t i o n a l  Church  a t  P i g e o n  Cove a d d e d  a  
c o r n e r  t o w e r  i u  1873.  The Second U i l i v e r s a l i s t  Church a t  P i g e o n  
Cove (1877)  i s  a  s t i c k  s t y l e ,  g a b l e  f r o u t  c h u r c h  w i t h  c e n t e r  
e n t r y ,  a  c o r n e r  t o w e r ,  and a  s i d e  a i s l e .  S t .  M a r y ' s  E p i s c o p a l  
Church  ( c a .  1 8 8 6 )  i s  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  c h u r c h  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y  p o r c h  
and l a r g e  l a n c e t  window a b o v e .  A l i f e  s a v i n g  s t a t i o n  may s u r v i v e  
a t  Emmons P t .  a  h i p  b l o c k  w i t h  d o r m e r s  and o r n a m e n t a l  s h i n g l e s .  
A~lnisquam M i l l  c o i l v e r t e d  t o  a  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1907 .  

Commercia l :  Some g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m s  a l o ~ l g  Maill S t r e e t  may d a t e  t o  
t h i s  p e r i o d ;  a  b r i c k ,  two s t o r y  h i g h  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  s t o r e  b l o c k  
c e r t a i n l y  d o e s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The Annisquam M i l l  was g u t t e d  by  a  f i r e  i n  1 8 8 3 ,  and  
p a r t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  was k n o c k e d  down; t h e  r e m a i n d e r  was 
r e n i l o v a t e d  011 t h e  i n s i d e  and  i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  George  T a r r  S c h o o l .  
Two f r a m e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  H a s k i n s  B r o s .  I s i ~ g l a s s  
Co. c a .  1 8 7 1 ,  n e a r  t h e  poud o f f  of King S t r e e t ;  t h e y  w e r e  
d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e  i n  1932.  A s e c o n d  i s i n g l a s s  f a c t o r y ,  a  f r a m e  
b u i l d i u g ,  was e r e c t e d  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o i l  of Broadway a n d  M t .  P l e a s a l l t  
c a .  1 8 7 0 ;  i t  was k n o c k e d  down a f t e r  1905.  A l s o  on M t .  P l e a s a n t ,  
a t  f o o t  of High S t . ,  a  f r a m e  s h o e  f a c t o r y  was e r e c t e d .  A t h i r d  
i s i n g l a s s  f a c t o r y ,  a l s o  a  o n e - s t o r y  f r a m e  b u i l d i u g  w i t h  f l a t  r o o f ,  
was e r e c t e d  on R a i l r o a d  Ave n e a r  t h e  Depot  p r i o r  t o  1884 .  Around 
t h a t  time t h e  N i c k e r s o n  Steam Saw M i l l  was b u i l t  on t h e  l o t  
b e t w e e n  t h e  Depot  and  Cape Anu I s i n g l a s s ;  t h e  2  6 1 / 2  s t o r y  f r a m e  
b u i l d i u g  w i t h  g a b l e d  r o o f  s t i l l  s t a n d s ,  now o c c u p i e d  by  a  lumber  
y a r d / T r u e  V a l u e  h a r d w a r e  s t o r e ,  b u t  t h e  b r i c k  b o i l e r  h o u s e  h a s  
b e e n  knocked  down. The R o c k p o r t  G r a n i t e  Co. a n d  P i g e o n  H i l l  
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G r a n i t e  Co. e r e c t e d  c u t t i n g  and s t o r a g e  s h e d s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
A l s o  a n  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  ( 1 8 9 2 )  o f  two  s t o r i e s ,  
g r a u i t e ,  w i t h  a  m a n s a r d  r o o f ,  t h r e e  b a y  f a c a d e  w i t h  s i d e  e n t r y .  
The Cape Ann O i l  C l o t h  Co. b u i l t  a  t w o - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  1 0 0  x  40 
f e e t  on P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  west o f  M a r s h a l l  c a .  1884.  Around 1890  
t h e  Cape Ann T o l l  Co. e r e c t e d  a  f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  f o r g e  on Main 
S t r e e t  i n  P i g e o n  Cove. A g r a i n  e l e v a t o r  was b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  Depot  
on R a i l r o a d  Ave b e f o r e  1 9 0 2 .  Around t h a t  time a f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  a  b r i c k  b a s e m e n t  and a  b r i c k  b o i l e r  h o u s e  w e r e  e r e c t e d  f o r  
t h e  C r o w e l l  Mfg. Co. ,  m a k e r s  of gummed p a p e r ,  n o r t h  of t h e  Depo t  
011 R a i l r o a d  Ave. 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The  G r a n i t e  K e y s t o n e  B r i d g e  ( 1 8 7 2 )  on R o u t e  1 2 7  
i s  b u i l t  o f  g r a n i t e  b l o c k s  t a k e n  f rom t h e  n e a r b y  q u a r r y ;  a  s i n g l e  
a r c h  b r i d g e ,  i t  i s  65 f e e t  l o n g  and 3 2  f e e t  w i d e .  The new Bostoi l  
aild Maine  s t a t i o n ,  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  was a  f r a m e  one  s t o r y  
h i p p e d  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  o v e r h a u g i u g  e a v e s  and e x t e n s i v e  c o v e r e d  
p l a t f o r m s .  T h e r e  was a  s e c o n d  d e p o t  a t  B a s s  Rocks a t  t h i s  t i m e .  
I t s  a p p e a r a n c e  is  unknown. 

X.  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1 9 1 5 - 1 9 4 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

R o u t e s  1 2 7  and  127A c o n t i u u e d  a s  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i n c i p a l  a r t e r i a l s .  
I n  1 9 5 4 ,  s t a t e  r o u t e  128  was c o m p l e t e d  t o  e a s t e r n  G l o u c e s t e r ,  
b r i n g i n g  r e g i o n - w i d e  t r a f f i c  i n t o  t h e  Cape Ann v i c i u i  t y .  E l e c t r i c  
s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  s e r v i c e  was d i s c o n t i u u e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s .  Commutiug 
t i m e  b e t w e e n  R o c k p o r t  a n d  B o s t o n  v i a  t h e  Bost'on and Maine  R a i l r o a d  
i s  70 m i n u t e s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

R o c k p o r t '  s p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e d  d u r i u g  m o s t  o f  t h e  E a r l y  Modern 
p e r i o d ,  l o s i n g  o v e r  1 8 %  of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1915  and 1 9 4 0 .  
Growth the11 r e t u r i l e d  t o  t h e  town and i n  t h e  n e x t  1 5  y e a r s  i t s  
p o p u l a t i o u  i n c r e a s e d  3 0 % .  The town l o g g e d  a  6 . 5 %  g r o w t h  r a t e  f o r  
t h e  p e r i o d  a s  a  w h o l e .  I t s  p e r c e l l t a g e  of f o r e i g n - b o r n  f o l l o w e d  
t h e  E s s e x  norm,  s u f f e r i n g  a  d r o p  f r o m  24.9% i n  1 9 1 5  t o  u n d e r  11% 
b y  1950 .  A t  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  o p e n i n g ,  F i n n s  d o m i n a t e d  R o c k p o r t ' s  
n a t i v i t i e s  w i t h  35% ( u n u s u a l  among E s s e x  t o w n s ) ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  
Swedes ( 2 5 % )  a n d  C a n a d i a n s  ( 1 6 . 6 % ) .  The f i n n s  and Swedes 
c l u s t e r e d  i n  N o r t h  R o c k p o r t ,  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  town b y  i t s  g r a n i t e  
i n d u s t r y .  By 1 9 5 0 ,  C a n a d i a n s  l e d  a l l  g r o u p s  b y  a  s l i g h t  m a r g i n ,  
t h e  C a n a d i a n s ,  Swedes and  F i n n s  e a c h  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  be tweel l  1 7 %  
and  24% of  R o c k p o r t  ' s  t o t a l  f o r e i g u - b o r n .  

Beyorld t h e  h o s t  of  c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  
s e a s o n a l  p o p u l a t i o u ,  t h e r e  w e r e  s p e c i a l  c u l t u r a l  a m e n i t i e s  a s  
well .  An E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  opened  d u r i n g  t h e  summers t o  
accommodate R o c k p o r t ' s  s e a s o n a l  e l i t e .  I n  t h e  1952  p r e s i d e n t i a l  
e l e c t i o n ,  73% of R o c k p o r t ' s  v o t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  v o t e d  R e p u b l i c a n ,  
2 7 % ,  D e m o c r a t i c .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I11 t h e  1 9 2 0 s ,  w i t h  t h e  t o w n ' s  f a b r i c  b e g i n n i l l g  t o  show s i g n s  of 
d e c a y ,  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  b e g a n .  From i n d u s t r i a l  and f i s h i u g  town,  
R o c k p o r t  b e g a n  i t s  e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  a n  e l i t e  a r t i s t ' s  c o l o n y .  
S c a t t e r e d  commerc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  b e g a n  t h e i r  s h i f t  f rom B e a r s k i n  
n e c k  t o  t h e  Dock S q u a r e / M a i n  S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y ,  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  by  
d e n s e  s t r e e t s c a p e s  of s t u d i o s  and c o t t a g e s .  S i m i l a r  b u i l d i u g  
o c c u r r e d  on A t l a n t i c  Avenue,  j u s t  s o u t h  a c r o s s  t h e  h a r b o r ,  a s  i t  
begall t o  r i v a l  t h e  neck a s  a  c e n t e r  of  a r t i s t i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  The 
R o c k p o r t  High S c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  on t h e  f o r m e r  s i t e  of 
t h e  Annisquam Mills ( 1 9 2 6 ) .  

Improvements  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a f f o r d e d  v i s i t o r s  i n e x p e n s i v e  and 
r a p i d  a c c e s s  t o  R o c k p o r t l s  p i c t u r e s q u e  s h o r e s .  With  s p a c e  a t  a  
premium and R o c k p o r t ' s  s e a s o n a l  t r a f f i c  i n c r e a s i n g ,  a l l  open a r e a s  
w i t h i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  v i l l a g e  wre  s o u g h t  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a a d  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d e r s  now f o r c e d  t o  s e e k  l o c a t i o n s  f u r t h e r  i l l l a n d ,  
b o t h  a t  P i g e o n  Cove and a t  R o c k p o r t  C e n t e r .  Both  i n  t h e  n o r t h  
v i l l a g e  and a t  t h e  S o u t h  End ,  t h e  e x p a n s i v e  h o t e l s  of t h e  f o r m e r  
p e r i o d  were now g o n e  (many h a v i n g  b u r n e d ) ,  and m o t e l s ,  
r e s t a u r a n t s ,  a n d  o v e r l l i g h t  l o d g e s  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e i r  s t e a d .  The 
l a r g e  H e a d l a n d s  (Norman ' s  h e a d )  a r e a  e a s t  o f  t h e  dowritowu was 
opened f o r  d e v e l o p m e u t .  

E l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  
c o a s t a l  m a r g i n s  s o u t h  of  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The most  p r e t e n t i o u s  
d w e l l i n g s  u n e r r i u g l y  were l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t o w n ' s  r o c k y  l i t t o r a l ,  
w h i l e  t h e i r  more humble  c o u n t e r p a r t s  c l u s t e r e d  ( a t  a  d i s t a n c e )  
i n l a n d .  A t  t h e  more a f f l u e n t  Emerson P o i n t  and  Gap Head,  p r i v a c y  
r e m a i n e d  a  pa ramount  co l l ce rn  and b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  s i  t e d  011 v e r y  
l a r g e ,  p r o t e c t e d  l o t s .  L a t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a t  t h e  Old Garden 
Beach and  F l a t  P o i n t  L o c a l e s ,  much d e n s e r  and more modest  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  d e v e l o p e d ,  a s  R o u t e  1 2 8  a l l o w e d  commuter p o p u l a t i o n s  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  o u t e r  c a p e .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  h o t e l  and  
l o d g i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  opened s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  b u t  t h e i r  volume 
r e m a i n e d  s m a l l ,  and a c c e s s  t o  t h i s  a r e a  b y  t o u r i s t s ,  l i m i t e d .  
B u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h e  i l o r t h ,  t o w a r d  P i g e o n  Cove ,  b u t  b u i l d i n g s  
w e r e  modes t  and a p p e a r e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  i n f i l l  among e x i s t i u g  
s t r u c t u r e s  . 
D. Economic Base  

F i s h i n g ,  m a n u f a c t u r i u g ,  and t o u r i s m  w e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  economic  
a c t i v i t i e s .  S m a l l - s c a l e  q u a r r y i n g  and f a r m i n g  was a l s o  
u n d e r t a k e n .  No i n f o r m a t i o i l  i s  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  of 
t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s .  Among t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s  were an i s i n g l a s s  
company, a  b o a t - b u i l d i n g  company,  a  c o l d  s t o r a g e  p l a n t ,  and t h e  
Cape Ann T o o l  Co. A s  t h e  q u a r r y i n g  i n d u s t r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i l l e  
t h e  Too l  Co. t u r n e d  t o  f o r g i n g  o f  i r o i l  f o r  t h e  a u t o  i t l d u s t r y .  
Meanwhi le ,  t o u r i s m  d e v e l o p e d  r a p i d l y  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  R o c k p o r t  
e x p e r i e ~ l c e d  a  boom i n  t h e  w h o l e s a l e  and r e t a i l  t r a d e s .  By 1954 
34% of e m p l o y e e s  worked i n  t h i s  s e c t o r .  A n o t h e r  35% worked i n  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  11% i n  c o u s t r u c t i o u  aud 1 0 %  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  
m i n i n g .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  P e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  town,  a n d  
i n c l u d e  l a r g e  g a m b r e l ,  n u t  c h  Colo11ia l  and r a n c h  f o r m s .  Some 
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  s e a s o i l a l  commuui t i e s ,  i a c l u d i n g  s m a l l  o n e - s t o r y  
g a b l e  r o o f  f o r m s ,  d a t e  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I u s t i  t u t i o n a l :  A s  town a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and  s e r v i c e  f u i ~ c t i o n s  
i n c r e a s e d ,  p u b l i c  b u i l d i u g s  t o  h o u s e  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c r e a s e d  
a p a c e .  I11 1926  a  s c h o o l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o i l  b u i l d i l l g  was c o i l s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e ;  L - p l a n  i a  f o r m  and b r i c k ,  t h e  f l a t  
r o o f  i s  s c r e e n e d  b y  a  p a r a p e t ,  a n d  t h e  e n t r y  i s  i n t o  a  c e n t r a l  
p a v i l l i 0 1 1  o r n a m e n t e d  by p i  l l a s  t e r s .  S i m i l a r  i n  d e s i g n  is t h e  
P i g e o n  Cove s c h o o l  of  1929 .  The u n d a t e d  F o r e s t r y  and  F i r e  T r u c k  
G a r a g e  i s  a  b r i c k  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  s i n g l e  s t o r y ;  t h e  
F i r e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  ( 1 9 3 9 )  i s  g r a n i t e ,  two  s t o r i e s  w i t h  f l a t  r o o f  
aud p a r a p e t ,  w i t h  s p a c e  f o r  t h r e e  e n g i a e s .  The C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y  
i s  a l s o  g r a n i t e ,  c l a s s i c a l  i n  s t y l e ,  s i n g l e  s t o r y  u n d e r  a  g a b l e  
r o o f  w i t h  b l o c k  c o r n i c e ,  ped imei l t ed  f r o n t i s p i e c e ,  and oile bowed 
l a t e r a l  w a l l .  I11 1 9 3 8  t h e  U . S .  P o s t  O f f i c e  was c o l i s t r u c t e d  of 
g r a u i  t e ,  F e d e r a l  R e v i v a l  i n  s t y l e .  A s u b m a r i n e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t o w e r  
s u r v i v e s ,  of c o n c r e t e ,  a t  Emmons P o i n t .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A f i r e  a t  t h e  Cape Ann T o o l  Co. d e s t r o y e d  t h e  f r a m e  
b u i l d i u g s ;  a  new complex o f  c o r r o g a t e d  m e t a l  and p o u r e d  c o n c r e t e  
b u i l d i u g s  were e r e c t e d  on t h e  s i t e .  

Commerc ia l :  A u  e x c e p t i o u a l  b a n k  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  g r a n i t e  i n  
1 9 2 6 ,  o f  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  c e n t r a l  e l l t r y  alld s t r o n g  Neo-Grec 
s t y l i n g .  The New E n g l a n d  T e l e p h o n e  B u i l d i n g  i s  a  b r i c k  s i n g l e  
s t o r y  T - p l a n  w i  t h  c e n t r a l  ped imel l t ed  e l l t r y  p o r c h .  A g a r a g e ,  
d a t i n g  t o  1 9 4 5 ,  i s  a  g a b l e  f r o ~ l t  o f  c i l l d e r  b l o c k s  w i t h  two g a r a g e  
s p a c e s  aud c e n t r a l  o f f i c e .  The a d a p t i v e  u s e  of  t h e  h a r b o r  s i d e  
f i s h i n g  s h a c k s  t o  r e t a i l  s p a c e  p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  An 
o f f i c e  o f  two s t o r i e s ,  of  b r i c k ,  s u r v i v e s  i n  P i g e o n  Cove.  

XI.  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

R o c k p o r t ' s  i n v e n t o r y  o f  a b o u t  500 f o r m s  makes t h e  common ommiss iou 
of  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e s .  Most  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  , 
h o w e v e r ,  i t  o m i t s  t h e  t o w u l s  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e s o r t  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  of 
t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and 2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  r e u s e  o f  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f i s h i n g  s h a c k s .  

I t s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  h a v i n g  u n d e r g o n e  e x t e n s i v e  r e u o v a t i o n  and t h e  
p i  c t u r e s q u e l y  a r t i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  town p r e c i o u s l y  g u a r d e d  b y  
i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  R o c k p o r t ' s  i u t e g r i  t y  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t h r e a t e n e d .  
Much o f  t h e  i n l a u d  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  town i s  b r o k e n  and c x o m p l e t e l y  
u n d e v e l o p e d .  F u r t h e r  b u i l d i u g  of  a l l  v a r i e t i e s  w i l l  l i k e l y  f o l l o w  
t h e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  new condominium d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e c a r i o u s l y  s i  t e d  
011 a  r o c k y  l e d g e  a b o v e  P i g e o n  Cove.  W i t h  a  g o r g e o u s  v i e w  of Sandy 
Bay,  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u p i e s  p r e v i o u s l y  u n u s a b l e  l a u d ,  y e t  
g u a r a u t e e s  b o t h  a c c e s s  and v a n t a g e  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  town 
aild i t s  r o c k - s t r e w n  s h o r e l i n e .  The l a r g e  l o t s  now e n d e m i c  among 
t h e  c o a s t a l  b u i l d i n g  s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a p p e a r s  t o ,  f o r  t h e  
p r e s e n t ,  p r o t e c t  t h a t  a r e a ' s  c o a s t a l  m a r g i n s  f rom o v e r d e v e l o p m e n t .  
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XII. FINDING AID 
C o l o u i a l / F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n t i a l  E l e v a t e d  p o r t i o u s  of Main 

S t r e e t  and M t .  P l e a s a n t  

n e a r  t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  

L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  r e s i d e n t i a l / c o m m e r c i a l  B e a r s k i n  Neck and  A t l a n t i c  

Ave. 

A f f l u e n t  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  P l e a s a n t  S t .  n e a r  M t .  

P l e a s a i l t  

A f f l u e n t  E a r l y  Modern d w e l i n g s  Off R o u t e  127 s o u t h  of  

R o c k p o r t  V i l l a g e .  
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