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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

I V .  

Date: August 1981 Comrnuni t y  : Rock1 and 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Rockland i s  l oca ted  on t he  eas te rn  r i m  o f  t he  Narragnaset t  Basin. 
There i s  moderate topographic  r e l i e f  i n  t he  town. Wi th  t he  excep- 
t i o n  o f  Beech H i l l  v i r t u a l l y  o f  o f  the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  t he  town 
i s  composed o f  swamp land, p o r t i o n s  o f  t he  eas te rn  s e c t i o n  o f  town 
a re  a l s o  found i n  swamp. Drainage i s  v i a  Cushing Brook and French 
Stream t o  Hanover. S o i l s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  sandy o r  g r a v e l l y  where n o t  
h i g h l y  mucky. 

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Rockland was i nco rpo ra ted  on March 9, 1874 f rom p a r t  o f  Abington. 
Exchanged t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  Hanover, 1878. 

HISTORIC OVERIVEW 

Rockland i s  an i n d u s t r i a l  community i n  Plymouth County. Poss ib le  
Contact Per iod  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  No European se t t lement  du r i ng  t he  
F i r s t  Per iod  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward Abington Center. Late 
18 th  e a r l y  19th cen tu ry  economic base, a g r i c u l t u r a l  w i t h  sca t t e red  
farmsteads fo rming  se t t lement  pa t t e rn .  Shoe manufactur ing i n  v i  1  lage  
o f  East Abington 1830s and nuc lea ted  se t t lement  began around them. 
Mid 19 th  cen tu ry  economic base was focused on boot  and shoe i n d u s t r y  
and se t t lement  p a t t e r n s  r e f l e c t e d  need f o r  worker housing. Residen- 
t i a l  se t t lement  concentrated around i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  through 19 th  
and 20th cen tu r i es .  Town's economic base cont inued u n i  -dimensional 
u n t i l  1940s. 

CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

In te rmed ia te  c o r r i d o r  between Accord Pond (Hingham) and Pembroke 
Ponds w i t h  connect ions t o  Schmatuscacant R i ve r  (Abington) .  Pr imary 
nor th /sou th  t r a i l  t o  French Stream documented as Hingham S t r e e t  
(Route 123) f rom Accord Pond t o  Rockland cen te r  (Campbell, 1975, 
Abington map) w i t h  p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t e  as Pond S t ree t .  Probably eas t /  
west connectors f o l l o w  Salem-Forest S t ree t s  and Market S t r e e t  (Route 
123) around French Stream w i t h  nor th /sou th  l i n k  as L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  
a long Cushing Brook. T r a i l  l o c a t i o n s  over  Beech H i l l  around Beech 
H i l l  Swamp remain unc lear ,  l i k e l y  a long a x i s  o f  Spr ing S t ree t .  Re- 
po r t ed  " i n te rpond  t r a i l "  across Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  appears u n l i k e l y  
f rom s u r v i v i n g  evidence (Campbell , 1975, map). 

B. Set t lement  Pa t t e rns :  

No repo r ted  n a t i v e  con tac t  p e r i o d  s i t e s .  Two u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  
s i t e s  were d iscovered i n  t he  p resen t  cen te r  o f  Rockland. Two a d d i t i o n  
a1 u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  were repo r ted  eas t  o f  t he  p resen t  town 
cen te r  ad jacen t  t o  t he  Beal Cemetery and t he  j u n c t i o n  o f  L i b e r t y  and 
Market S t ree t s .  Beech H i l l  i s  a  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n  f o r  n a t i v e  con tac t  
p e r i o d  occupat ion due t o  i t s  prominence and p r o x i m i t y  t o  ex tens ive  
marsh l and  and severa l  f reshwater  streams. 
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C. Subsistence Base: 

Seasonal f i s h i n g ,  hunt ing,  c o l l e c t i n g ,  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  F i sh ing  
on Rockland's severa l  streams and Accord Pond. The ex tens ive  marsh 
l and  o f  eas te rn  and southern Rockland were e x c e l l e n t  h a b i t a t s  f o r  
w i l d  game sought by t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  P o t e n t i a l  p l a n t i n g  grounds 
were south and west o f  t he  p resen t  town center .  The n a t i v e s  probably  
t r a v e l l e d  t o  t he  coast  (e.g., Weymouth, Sc i  tua te ,  Ma rsh f i e l d )  du r i ng  
the  l a t e  s p r i n g  and summer seeking t he  v a r i e d  marine resources and 
t r ade  w i t h  European f ishermen. 

D. Observat ions: 

Rockland's resource base was capable o f  s u s t a i n i n g  a smal l  - 
moderate n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  The a rea ' s  n a t i v e s  were probably  l o c a l l y  
a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t he  l a r g e r  n a t i v e  communities s i t u a t e d  i n  Weymouth 
and i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  Pembroke Ponds. Reg iona l l y ,  t h e  n a t i v e s  were 
probably  t i e d  t o  t he  Massachusetts centered i n  Neponset. 

FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

Na t i ve  t r a i l s  improved as reg iona l  highways w i t h  main pa th  from 
Hingham t o  Br idgewater  as Hingham-Market S t r e e t s  (Route 123) over  
French Stream. No documented n a t i v e  paths. The Satucket pa th  
(major  n a t i v e  r o u t e )  passed through t he  p resen t  cen te rs  o f  Abington 
and Whi tman (nor th -sou th ) .  A poss ib l e  e x t a n t  n a t i v e  pa th  extends 
south f rom Woodbury Road t o  Market S t ree t .  

B. Populat ion:  

No repo r ted  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  f i g u r e s .  White se t t lement  post -  
dated 1675. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns  : 

The n a t i v e  p a t t e r n s  were probably  s i m i l a r  t o  those of t h e  con tac t  
per iod .  The area lacked a wh i t e  popu la t ion .  

D. Economic Base: 

Na t i ve  economy probably  focused on t r a d i t i o n a l  seasonal subs is tence 
rounds. Anglo- Ind ian t rade,  however, l i k e l y  became an impor tan t  f a c e t  
o f  the  n a t i v e  economy w i t h  es tab l i shment  of wh i t e  se t t lements  through- 
o u t  southeastern Massachusetts. White s e t t l e r s  f rom nearby communi- 
t i e s  (e.  g. , Weymouth, Hingham, Sc i  tua te ,  t he  Br idgewaters)  probably  
used t h e  area f o r  g raz ing  land,  lumbering, and hunt ing.  

E. Observat ions : 

Future research should focus on n a t i v e  development du r i ng  t h i s  
per iod .  Secondary sources v i r t u a l l y  i gno re  the  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  n a t i v e  
community . 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Rockland



V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1675-1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Development o f  Abington town cen te r  du r i ng  e a r l y  18 th  cen tu ry  
c rea ted  expanded road network t o  French Stream m i l l  s i t e s  i n c l u d i n g  
Summer S t r e e t  and Sp r i ng  S t r e e t  t o  Beech H i l l .  

B. Populat ion:  

No popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  f o r  n a t i v e  o r  wh i t e  i nhab i t an t s .  Old 
Abington (Abington, Rockland, Whi tman) around t he  t ime o f  incorpora-  
t i o n  (1712) had 300 res iden t s .  By 1726, t he  f i g u r e  had increased 
o n l y  t o  371. There was n e a r l y  a  400% increase between 1726 and 1764 
w i t h  t he  popu la t i on  reaching 1263 i nhab i t an t s .  A t  t h e  t ime o f  the 
Revo lu t ion  (1776), Old Abington had 1236 res iden t s .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  
the  Old Abington s e t t l e r s  were Duxbury, Hingham, Sc i tua te ,  Newbury, 
and Weymouth na t i ves .  

Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

Na t i ve  occupat ion o f  t he  l a n d  eas t  o f  t he  p resen t  cen te r  o f  
Rockland cont inued i n t o  t h i s  per iod .  Some o f  King P h i l i p ' s  f o r ces  
es tab l i shed  an encampment immediately south o f  Marks S t r e e t  (Rockland 
Book le t  Committee 1974:7). Two " I nd ian  House" probably  d a t i n a  t o  t he  
18 th  cen tu ry  s i t u a t e d  a s h o r t  d i s t ance  southeast o f  t he  p rev ious l y  
mentioned n a t i v e  encampment and immediately eas t  o f  the  L i b e r t y  
and Webster S t r e e t  j u n c t i o n ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y  (1896 Mao o f  Old Abington) .  

White se t t lement  o f  p resen t  Rockland occurred w e l l  a f t e r  te rmi -  
n a t i o n  o f  K ing P h i l i p ' s  War ( l a s t  s e t t l e d  area o f  Old Abington) .  
Ac tua l l y ,  the  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  were probably  severa l  b lack  s laves 
who s e t t l e d  near and tended Thax te r ' s  m i l  1  ( l o c a t e d  ad jacen t  t o  
the  j u n c t i o n  o f  Cushing Brook and Brad fo rd  S t r e e t )  i n  c. 1703 
(Hobar t  1866:247). The f i r s t  documented w h i t e  se t t lement  d i d  n o t  
occur u n t i l  t h e  1730s 1740s i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  L i b e r t y ,  Market, 
and Salem S t ree t s .  Several  homes were es tab l i shed  near  t he  nor thern -  
most p o r t i o n  o f  Union S t r e e t .  Late 18 th  cen tu ry  i n f i l l  took p lace 
a long L i b e r t y  and Market S t ree t s .  

D. Economic Base: 

The remain ing n a t i v e  popu la t i on  p robab ly  was f o r ced  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
t o  adopt a  sedentary l i f e s t y l e  due t o  t h e  expanding w h i t e  se t t lement .  
White community was engaged p r i m a r i l y  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The lumber i n -  
d u s t r y  p rov ided  t imber  f o r  t he  Nor th  R i ve r  s h i p b u i l d i n g  operat ions.  
The o n l y  documented i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t y  was Thax te r ' s  saw m i l l .  The 
s i t e s  o f  t h ree  19 th  cen tu ry  m i l l s  on t he  no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  French's 
Stream, Stud leys Pond and south o f  t h e  Pond, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  may have 
been u t i l i z e d  i n  t he  18 th  century .  
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E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

V I I .  

Res iden t i a l  : The o n l y  house i n  Rockland known t o  da te  f rom the  
Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Green -Wi l l e t t  House, a  central-chimney, s t o r y  
and a h a l f  co t tage  w i t h  a  one-story  porch; t he  house was s tand ing  i n  
1745. No two-s to ry  houses o f  the  p e r i o d  a re  known. Al though Rockland 
was o n l y  s p a r s e l y - s e t t l e d  be fo re  t he  Federal  per iod ,  a t  l e a s t  a  dozen 
o f  t he  town's  many cent ra l -ch imeny cot tages date f rom the  p e r i o d  
1750-1775. Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  cot tages a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  common a t  t he  
no r the rn  end o f  Union S t r e e t  where a number o f  s imp l y -de ta i l ed  c e n t r a l -  
chimney cot tages stand. Most o f  the Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  cot tages known 
have the  s tandard center -entered p lan,  f i v e  bays wide by two bays deep; 
most cot tages e x h i b i t  t he  t y p i c a l  Cape Cod-cottage end w a l l  fenes t ra -  
t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h ree  s tandard double-hung sash w i t h  sma l le r  square 
f i x e d  sash i n  t h e  gable peak and a t  t h e  eaves. A t  l e a s t  one co t tage  
(Beal House, 1753) once s tand ing  on Salem S t ree t ,  i s  dep ic ted  i n  a  
19 th  cen tu ry  engraving; i t  i s  a  t h ree -qua r te r  plan, c e n t r a l  chimney 
co t tage  shown w i t h  double-hung casement sash and a cur ious  sheath ing 
o f  ve ry  wide planks. Both t he  casement sash and a sheath ing a re  
ext remely  be la ted  f ea tu res  f o r  1753. 

F. Observat ions: 

The Rockland area r e t a i n e d  a smal l  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  The wh i t e  
se t t lement  was t h e  l e a s t  developed p o r t i o n  o f  Old Abington l a c k i n g  
c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  and s u b s t a n t i a l  commerical and i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  
The community throughout  t h i s  p e r i o d  remained c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  present  
Abington (commercial, c i v i c / r e l  i g i o u s  cen te r  o f  Old Abington) . The 
estab l ishment  o f  community autonomy d i d  n o t  occur u n t i l  t he  19th 
cen tu ry  w i t h  i t s  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry  o rgan i za t i on  as a p a r i s h  and l a t e  
19 th  cen tu ry  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  as t he  town o f  Rockland. The Dyer 
Memorial L i b r a r y  (Abington)  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  source o f  secondary and 
p r imary  m a t e r i a l  and h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  assoc ia ted w i t h  Old Abington 's  
e a r l y  development. 

FEDERAL P E R I O D  (1775-1830) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

Improvement o f  nor th /sou th  connect ions f rom Weymouth t o  Rockland 
cen te r  w i t h  a x i s  o f  Union Avenue as p r imary  l i n k  and Nor th  and Webster 
Avenues as east/west cross connectors.  

B. Popu la t ion :  

Separate popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
i n  1874. Congregation Church a t  East Abington (Rockland Center)  1813. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t t e rns :  

Cont inua t ion  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  farming se t t lement  a long e x i s t i n g  
roads, most e v i d e n t  a long Market S t r e e t  a t  S tud ley ' s  Pond and a long 
Union and Webster S t ree t s .  
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D. Economic Base: 

A t  l e a s t  f o u r  g r i s t  and/or sawmi l ls  i n  ope ra t i on  i n  1790s. The 
sawmi l ls  l i k e  o the rs  i n  Abington and Whitman up t o  about 1830, sup- 
p l i e d  l a r g e  q u a n i t i e s  o f  oak t imber  t o  Nor th  R iver  sh ipyards and o the r  
p o r t s  f rom Boston t o  Plymouth -- though t h e  storms o f  1804 and 1815 
v i r t u a l l y  brought  much o f  these harvests  t o  an end. Timber a l s o  
supp l i ed  an a c t i v e  wooden box i n d u s t r y .  

Rockland shoe manufacture a l s o  begun i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  by Thomas 
Hunt, 1793, whose f a t h e r  had moved f rom Weymouth t o  Rockland twenty 
years before.  Rockland shoemakers were thought  be have been t he  f i r s t  
i n  New England t o  t r ade  w i t h  t h e  South and Cuba (Rockwood), and i t  
was Hunt h i m s e l f  who i n s t r u c t e d  Abington tanner  David Gloyd i n  t he  
mys te r ies  o f  shoemaking i n  t h e  e a r l y  1820s. By 1832 t h e r e  were s i x  
"manufactor ies"  o f  boots  and shoes i n  Old Abington, produc ing 
$243,750 wor th  o f  footwear  annua l l y  (more than t w i c e  t he  comparable 
f i g u r e  f o r  Brockton)  . 
E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l  : Set t lement  increased s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t he  p e r i o d  
and the town achieved s u f f i c i e n t  autonomy f o r  a  separate p a r i s h  t o  
be es tab l i shed  i n  1813. Al though cot tages remained t h e  most common 
house form, t h e  presence o f  some hal f -dozen two-s to ry  houses i n d i c a t e s  
a r i s e  i n  p r o p s e r i t y  over  t he  Co lon ia l  per iod .  A t  l e a s t  two two-s to ry  
houses, bo th  center-chimney examples, a re  dated t o  t h e  l a t e  1780s; one 
house incorpora tes  an enclosed porch w h i l e  t he  o t h e r  has a po r t i coed  
entrance. O f  t he  ha l f -dozen two-s to ry  Federal houses known, most 
probably  were b u i l t  somewhat l a t e r  i n  t he  per iod ,  w i t h  i n t e r i o r  end- 
chimney, h i p - roo fed  houses be ing  most common. A t  l e a s t  one d o ~ b l e ~ h o u s e  o f  
the  Federal  p e r i o d  i s  known; t h i s  has an unusual p l an  w i t h  f o u r  bays 
across t h e  facade and one-s to ry  s i d e h a l l  ent rance porches appending 
the  end wa l l s .  By f a r  t h e  most common house form i s  t he  central-chimney 
s t o r y  and a h a l f  co t tage  w i t h  f i ve -bay ,  cen te r -en te red  facade; some 
th ree  dozen such cot tages o f  the  Federal p e r i o d  a re  known i n  the  town, 
w i t h  the  l a r g e s t  concen t ra t ion  l o c a t e d  on Union S t ree t .  Less common 
are  i n t e r i o r  end-wal l  chimney cot tages b u t  some h a l f  dozen surv ive .  A t  
l e a s t  one th ree-quar te r  p l an  co t tage  i s  known a long  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  end- 
chimney, ha1 f - p l  an cot tage.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  1812; according 
t o  l a t e r  dep i c t i ons  o f  it, i t  was a two-and-a-half s t o r y ,  gable- roofed 
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s h a l l o w l y - p r o j e c t i n g  square tower surmounted by an open 
square b e l f r y  and s p i r e .  Th is  i s  t he  o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  known 
t o  have been cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  per iod ,  a l though as t h e  town was s t i l l  
p a r t  o f  Abington, a t  l e a s t  a  few o f  t he  11 d i s t r i c t  schools e x i s t i n q  i n  
Abington i n  1822 undoubtedly s tood i n  Rockland; t h r e e  schools a re  shown 
on t he  1830 map O f  Abington. None o f  t he  above-mentioned b u i l d i n g s  a re  
known t o  surv ive .  
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V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Continued expansion o f  s t r e e t  g r i d  t o  focus o f  Rockland cen te r  
w i t h  Concord, P l a i n  and Water S t ree ts .  Other p e r i o d  connectors i nc l ude  
Pleasant,  Fores t  S t r e e t s  i n  Nor th  Rockland and Weymouth S t r e e t  t o  
South Weymouth. Improved connect ion over  Beech H i l l  as Beech S t ree t .  

B.  Populat ion:  

Separate popu la t i on  f i g u r e s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  i nco rpo ra t i on  
i n  1874. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

Continued r e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i  11 a long Union and Webster S t ree t s  a1 so 
some r e s i d e n t i a l  development a long L i b e r t y  S t r e e t  between Water and 
Market. Beginnings o f  i n d u s t r i a l  development a1 ong Union and Webster. 
Small i n d u s t r i a l  node a t  Water S t r e e t  and r a i l r o a d  b u t  gene ra l l y  devel -  
opment remains sca t te red .  

D. Economic Base: 

I n  1837 Old Abington, the  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  county, was 
manufactur ing as many shoes as a l l  o t h e r  towns i n  the  county p u t  together .  
I n  t h e  1850s and '60s East Abington became the  s i t e  f o r  severa l  model 
shoe f a c t o r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  those o f  John Spence (1854), the  f i r s t  l o c a l  
manufacturer  t o  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  heels;  Jenkins Lane (1859), Leonard Blanchard 
($250,000 annual p roduc t  i n  1865); and Washington Reed (1864), one o f  
the  l ead ing  manufacturers o f  f u r - l i n e d  overshoes i n  t he  country .  Much 
o f  the  business i n  t h e  1860s was spurred by C i v i l  War demands and by the  
McKay s t i t c h i n g  machine ( i nven ted  by Lyman Blake o f  Whitman), t o  which 
t h e  success o f  t h e  11len's boo t  and shoe i n d u s t r y  i n  t he  area gene ra l l y  
has been a t t r i b u t e d .  Old Abington i s  s a i d  " t o  have shod h a l f  the 
Union army" (Thompson, p. 480 -- though we no te  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  " h a l f  
o f  t he  Union Army was shod by Nor th  Br idgewater"  [VPA Guide]) w i t h  
machine-sewn shoes, and i t s  success i n  wart ime i s  thought  be have 
guaranteed the  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t he  machine. 

J. To r rey ' s  Soap Mf'y on Market S t r e e t  was t he  o n l y  o t h e r  non- 
footwear manufacturer  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  per iod .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  Cottages remained the  most common house form o f  the 
p e r i o d  w i t h  conserva t i ve  center-chimney cot tages b u i l t  i n  equal numbers 
w i t h  the  more up- to-date end-chimney cot tages.  Al though s i deha l l - p l an  
cot tages were a l s o  b u i l t  i n  some numbers. Most a re  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek 
Reviva l  / I t a l  i a n a t e  examples and probably  da te  from t h e  1 a t e r  years o f  
t he  per iod .  Very few s i d e h a l l - p l a n  Greek Reviva l  cot tages were b u i l t ;  
r a t h e r ,  t h e i n t e r i o r  end-chimney p l a n  co t tage  o f  the  Federal p e r i o d  was 
r e - o r i e n t e d  w i t h  t he  gable end f a c i n g  t he  s t r e e t  t o  suggest t he  temple- 
f r o n t  o f  t he  Greek Reviva l .  Whi le recessed s i d e h a l l  po r t i coes  are i n -  
coporated i n  these cot tages,  they  commonly l ead  t o  center -ent rances on 
t h e  l ong  w a l l .  Such cot tages were b u i l t  i n  l a r g e  numbers from the  e a r l y  
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[ ,f, 
' ' o f  the  p e r i o d  probably  i n t o  t he  1860s. The s i d e h a l l  p l an  predominated 

f rom the  mid-century  through t he  end o f  t he  per iod,  w i t h  s tory-and-a-hal f  
cot tages as w e l l  as s tory-and-a-hal f  p l u s  a t t i c  cot tages i n  t he  I t a l i a n a t e  
s t y l e  be ing  most common. The ex is tence  ,& o f  a s i n g l e  Greek Reviva l  
co t tage  w i t h  i n t e r i o r  end-chimneys and a f i ve -bay ,  center -entered facade 
w i t h  recessed p o r t i c o  was noted on Union S t ree t ;  w h i l e  common i n  
Middlesex County, Greek Reviva l  cot tages w i t h  recessed po r t i coes  across 
t he  facade a re  r a r e  i n  Plymouth County. S ideha l l  houses, i n  both t he  
Greek Reviva l  and I t a l i a n t e  s t y l e s ,  were b u i l t  i n  smal l  q u a n t i t i e s  du r i ng  
the  per iod .  By t he  end o f  the 1850s and throuah t he  1860s, some more 
amb i t i ous l y -de ta i l ed  houses were cons t ruc ted  i n  t h e  town, w i t h  examples 
on Market, Webster, and Union S t ree t s .  These i n c l u d e  t he  Bigelow House 
(1859, Lu ther  Br iggs ,  Boston, a r c h i t e c t )  , and a two-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y  L- 
p l an  Goth ic  Reviva l  house w i t h  a  square tower, t r e f o i l  gable windows, 
and Lancet windows i n  the  main body o f  the  house, and a h i p - roo fed  
I t a l i a n a t e  house (1965-74) on Market S t r e e t  w i t h  a  square p l an  and 
round-head dormers p r o j e c t i n g  i n t o  t he  r o o f l i n e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Churches b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  inc luded  the  F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  Church ( 1856), a  story-and-a-ha1 f Romanesque Reviva l  b u i  1  d i  ng 
on a r a i s e d  basement w i t h  a  s imple two-stage s teeple,  and the  second 
church o f  t h e  Rockland Congregat ional  church, a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  
nave p l a n  Goth ic  Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  massive o f f s e t  bu t t ressed  
square tower; n e i t h e r  i s  s t i l l  s tanding.  Also b u i l t  was a l a r g e  two- 
and-a-hal f  s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  school (1866) w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  two-s to ry  
ent rance porch and octagonal l a n t e r n  as w e l l  as a sma l l e r  two-s to ry  
I t a l i a n a t e  school w i t h  entrances i n  each o f  the  two facade bays (no 
longer  e x t a n t ) ;  p robab ly  a  dozen o t h e r  schools once s tood i n  t he  town 
as a t  l e a s t  33 schools a re  recorded f o r  t he  town o f  Abington i n  t he  
E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i  on Routes : 

Extension o f  branch r a i l r o a d  f rom Abington t o  Hanover through 
Rock1 and cen te r  (1870) a1 ong eas t lwes t  a x i s  . Expansion o f  i n t e ru rban  
t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  f rom Brockton-Abington t o  Weymouth-Hingham through 
Rockland cen te r  du r i ng  1890s w i t h  r ou tes  on West Water-Union S t ree t s  
and Webster Avenue t o  Norwe l l .  

Popu la t ion  i n  1875 t o t a l e d  4203, cont inuous growth t o  end o f  
p e r i o d  w i t h  1915 t o t a l  o f  7074. Fore ign born popu la t i on  728 i n  1885, 
by 1915, i t  t o t a l e d  1115. Dominant e t h n i c  group throughout  p e r i o d  was 
I r i s h  however by t h e  end o f  the  p e r i o d  t he re  were concent ra t ions  o f  
Canadians, I t a l i a n s ,  and B r i t i s h .  S p i r i t u a l i s t  a c t i v i t y  i n  town 1869- 
1883. 

C. Set t lement :  

Considerable r e s i d e n t i a l  development by t u r n  o f  cen tu ry  bounded by 
S tud ley ' s  Poind on t he  west, Market on t he  southwest, Crescent on t he  
southeast,  Howard and L i b e r t y  S t ree t s  on t h e  eas t  and extending one b lock  
i n  f rom the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Union and Webster on the  nor theas t .  
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D. Economic Base: 

The peak o f  Old Ab ing ton 's  shoe p roduc t ion  was reached i n  1865 when 
over  2800 men and women ( rough l y  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  7  t o  1 )  were pro-  
duc ing $3,460,387 wor th  o f  boots and shoes (as compared t o  $1.46 m i l  l i o n  
f o r  Brockton) .  I f  the  f i g u r e s  f rom a  decade l a t e r  a re  any guide, prob- 
a b l y  about 46% o f  t h i s  f i g u r e  can be a t t i r b u t e d  t o  Rockland boot  and 
shoemakers -- o r  $1,591,778 i n  1865. I n  1875, 9  manufacturers o f  
boots,  shoes, and moccasin ( f u r  - l i n e d  overshoes) i n  Rockland made 
$1,130,728. Un l i ke  Whitman and Abington, however, Rockalnd's shoe i n -  
d u s t r y  d i d  n o t  cease t o  develop a f t e r  t he  1880s. Instead,  most o f  
Rockland's Late I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  development occurred i n  t he  1890s 
and 1900s when severa l  impor tan t  wood-frame shoe f a c t o r i e s  were b u i l t ,  
a t t r a c t i n g  l o c a l  as w e l l  as Brockton, Nor th  Easton, and Boston f i r m s .  
The Emerson Shoe Company, burned o u t  o f  Brockton i n  t h e  d i sas t rous  
Grover shoe f a c t o r y  f i r e ,  moved t o  Rockland i n  1906 and became the  
town's l a r g e s t  employer. Rice and Hutch ins came f rom Nor th  Easton 
i n  1894; Hur ley  Shoe moved t o  t he  town i n  1900. As t he  f i r m s  moved 
i n ,  the  charac te r  o f  t he  i n d u s t r y  a l s o  changed, r e p l a c i n g  smal l  
n a t i v e  companies by f a c t o r i e s  owned by f i r m s  headquartered i n  o t h e r  
c i t i e s .  By 1910, Rock1 and shoe manufacturers were produc ing over 
$7 m i l l i o n  wor th  o f  footwear,  s l i g h t l y  more than a  t h i r d  t he  va lue o f  
Brockton, a  c i t y  e i g h t  t imes t h e  s i z e  o f  Rockland. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  A f u l l  range o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  present  
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  c. 1880 through 1910. Most o f  the  s i d e s t r e e t s  a t  t he  
town cen te r  were f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  modest s to ry -and-a-ha l f  p l u s  a t t i c  
s i d e h a l l  houses; more ambi t ious houses were b u i l t  i n  e l i t e  neighbor- 
hoods. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  ve ry  s imple workers '  cot tages as w e l l  as a t  l e a s t  

a  few mu1 t i p l e - f a m i  l y  dwe l l  i ngs ,  i n c l u d i n g  tri ple-deckers,  were b u i l t .  
Whi le Queen Anne s t y l e  houses predominate, a  number o f  houses and 
cot tages i nco rpo ra te  some S t i c k  S t y l e  d e t a i l  such as an i n c i s e d  o r  
p i e r ced  gable screen o r  p i c k e t  f r i e z e  a t  the  r o o f ;  mansard r o o f s  were 
a l s o  used w i t h  more frequency than has been noted elsewhere i n  t he  
county. Most mansard-roofed dwe l l i ngs  a re  s i d e h a l l  cot tages a l though 
mansard-roofed houses a re  known. Res iden t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  appears t o  
have peaked be fo re  the  t u r n  o f  the cen tu ry  as t he  l a t e r  s t y l e s  a re  
l e s s  wel l - represented;  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  houses, many o f  these w i t h  t he  
pyramidal  r o o f  and four-square p l an  most common elsewhere i n  the  reg ion,  
a re  n o t  as numerous as Queen Anne houses, w h i l e  Sh ing le  S t y l e  houses 
and cot tages a re  very  r a r e .  Most t r i p l e - d e c k e r s  have very  s imple Queen 
Anne d e t a i l s ;  a  few Brockton- type Queen Anne two- fami ly  houses a re  
known. Most o f  Rockland's more p re ten t i ous  houses a re  l o c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  
on Union S t ree t ,  t he  town's  main commercial thoroughfare,  between West 
Water and Market S t ree t s ,  and i nc l ude  severa l  l a r g e  l a t e  I t a l i a n t e I S t i c k  
s t y l e  houses, an imposing Queen Anne house w i t h  carved bargeboards i n  
t he  Craftsman manner and a  formal  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  house w i t h  monumental 
p o r t i c o .  One o t h e r  very  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  Queen Anne house i s  known, on 
Reed S t ree t .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Rockland



I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Several churches were b u i l t  i n  the pe r i od  i nc lud ing  
F i r s t  Congregational ( b u i l t  t o  replace the  1857 church which burned i n  
1890), a  L-plan Queen Anne b u i l d i n g  w i t h  an o f f s e t  square tower, the 
Church o f  the  Holy Family (1882), a  b r i c k ,  nave, p lan  Gothic Revival 
church w i t h  o f f s e t  square tower and s p i r e  and the  Channing Un i ta r i an  
(1889, Thomas M. Clark,  Boston), a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  the  most s i g n i f i c a n t  
o f  the three, a  story-and-a-half  nave p lan  church i n  the  Craftsman 
s ty1  e  w i t h  rubb le  basement, mu1 1  i oned windows and red-s l  a te  hung wa l l  s  . 
Also b u i l t  i n  the  pe r i od  was the  G.A.R. H a l l  (1899), t he  Rockland 
Pub l i c  L i b r a r y  (1903, McLean and Wright, Boston), a  g i f t  of the  Carnegie 
foundat ion and the town's most imposing Beaux-Arts c l a s s i o a l  bu i  ld tng ,  
and the  Rockland High School (1908, Cooper and Ba i ley ,  Boston), a  
two-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y  b r i c k  Georgian Revival  bu i  1  d ing  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  
pedimented porch w i t h  I o n i c  columns i n  a n t i s .  

Commercial: Most o f  the  town's commercial b u i l d i n g s  date from the 
Late I n d u s t r i a l  per iod,  w i t h  several  no tab le  examples a t  t he  town center  
on Union St ree t .  These inc lude the Colonia l  Revival  Blanchard Block, 
(1915), a  t runcated  High V i c t o r i a n  Gothic B r i c k  b u i l d i n g  ( i t  has l o s t  
upper s t o r i e s ) ,  and several  more modest l a t e  I t a l  i ana te  two-story frame 
c o m e r i c a l  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  b racke t ted  corn ices (c.  1890). 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Most o f  Rockland's i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  date from the 
pe r i od  w i t h  several  very wel l -preserved complexes o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  
design i n c l u d i n g  the Hur ley Shoe Factory (1903), the Emerson Shoe 
Factory (1891), and the  Wright Shoe Factory, a l l  o f  frame cons t ruc t ion  
and from two t o  f o u r  s t o r i e s  i n  he igh t  w i t h  low gable roo fs .  The Rice 
and Hutchins Shoe Factory (1894) incorporates a  sawtooth moni tor  roo f ,  
unusual f o r  the  area 's  shoe f a c t o r i e s .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. Transpor tat ion Routes: 

Abandonment o f  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  l i n e s  t o  Rockland center  dur ing  1920s 
and improvement o f  l o c a l  roads as auto highways. Primary east/west 
reg iona l  connector as Route 123 (Webster Avenue-Liberty-Market-Center 
Avenue around Rockland center .  Locat ion of Weyrnouth Naval A i r  
S t a t i o n  (c .  1941) i n  Nor th Rockland cu ts  Union S t r e e t  connection t o  
Weymou t h  . 
B. Populat ion: 

Continued popu la t ion  growth w i t h  some f l u c t u a t i o n  between 1920 
and 1930. 

C. Sett lement : 

Res ident ia l  i n f i l l  around Rockland Center cont inues u n t i l  set t lement  
p a t t e r n  r e f l e c t s  present town con f i gu ra t i on .  

D. Economic Base: 

L i ke  Brockton, Rockland's i n d u s t r i a l  character  was t i e d  s t rong l y  
t o  t he  shoe i ndus t r y ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .  
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X I .  

Most of t he  l a r g e  shoe f a c t o r i e s  c losed  i n  t he  depression years o f  the 
1930s -- Emerson, 1931; Rice & Hutchins,  1934; Hur ley,  1938. 

E. A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l  : Most o f  t h e  houses b u i l t  i n  t he  E a r l y  Modern pe r i od  
a re  e i t h e r  modest Craftsman and Co lon ia l  Revival  cot tages o r  m u l t i p l e -  
f a m i l y  dwe l l i ngs .  H ip - roo fed  cot tages w i t h  r a i s e d  basements and enclosed 
kneewal l  porches a re  most common a l though a few wel l -developed Co lon ia l  
Revival  bungalows a re  known. I n  mu1 t i p l e - f a m i  l y  cons t ruc t i on ,  Co lon ia l  
Rev iva l  two-fami l y  houses outnumber tri p l  e-deckers . A1 so known i s a 
s i n g l e  two-s to ry  frame Craftsman apartment b l ock  ( c .  1920) on Howard 
S t ree t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Both o f  Rockland's a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a re  by t h e  f i r m  J. Wi l l i ams Beal 
and Son; these a re  t h e  Post O f f i c e  (1932), a two-and-a-half s t o r y  b r i c k  
Georgian Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  f l a n k i n g  one-story  wings, and the  Jun io r  
High School (1928), and a three-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  Romenesque Revivdl  
B u i l d i n g .  

Commercial: Several b r i c k  and concrete commercial b u i l d i n g s  were 
cons t ruc ted  a t  t he  town cen te r  du r i ng  the  p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  the  Rockland 
T r u s t  (1917, T. E. James, Boston),  a one-and-a-half s t o r y  Georgian 
Revival  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  round-arched windows, t he  B i g e l  ow Block (1924), 
a concrete Beaux-Arts c l a s s i c a l  b u i l d i n g  and the  h i s  B u i l d i n g  (1929). 

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Rockland's survey i s  wel l - researched and i d e n t i f i e s  a wide range o f  r e -  
sources w i t h i n  t he  town; t he  town cen te r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  well-documented 
b u t  some i n d i v i d u a l  houses o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  have been 
missed i n  o u t l y i n g  areas (Queen Anne house on Reed S t ree t ,  f o r  example). 
P o t e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  a t  Upper Union S t r e e t  (near  Naval A i r  S ta t i on ;  
18 th  through e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l )  and a t  town center .  

I n d u s t r i  a1 : 

Rockland's r ecen t  survey inc ludes  most o f  he r  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r uc tu res ,  
supported by s u b s t a n t i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l .  

Developmental Presssures: 

In tense  commerical expansion a long Route 123 a x i s  (Market S t r e e t )  
th rea tens  h i s t o r i c  suburban f a b r i c  o f  Rockland cen te r  and French Stream 
m i l l  s i t e s .  Rockland business d i s t r i c t  remains ac t i ve ,  w h i l e  suburban 
development cont inues through area, e s p e c i a l l y  around Beech H i l l  and 
Hinham S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  Accord Pond. 
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