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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1985a COMMUNITY : Pr ov i n c e  town 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Province town is l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  t o p  of  t h e  Cape Cod p e n i n s u l a .  The 
township  is c e n t e r e d  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 3 0  3 '  n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  and 
700 9 '  west l o n g i t u d e .  I t  is  55 miles from Boston by s e a  and 
a b o u t  120 miles by l a n d .  The township  is formed i n  t h e  shape  o f  a  
hook and bounded by T r u r o  on t h e  s o u t h w e s t ,  t h e  A t l a n t i c  Ocean on 
t h e  n o r t h ,  Cape Cod Bay on t h e  w e s t ,  and  Province town Harbor  
i n s i d e  t h e  hook i n  t h e  s o u t h .  

G e o l o g i c a l l y ,  Province town o r  t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s  was made from 
d e p o s i t s  o f  s h o r e  d r i f t i n g  sand  e x t e n d i n g  w e s t e r l y  from g l a c i a l  
p l a i n  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  High H e a d I P i l g r  i m  H e i g h t s  a r e a  of North 
T ru ro .  The d e p o s i t s  form h i l l y  dunes a c r o s s  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  township  which s l o p e  s o u t h e r l y  i n t o  Province town Harbor .  
Ground e l e v a t i o n s  r a n g e  up t o  100 f e e t  i n  t h e  d r i f t i n g  dune a r e a s  
t o  s e a  l e v e l  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e .  Below t h e  d u n e s ,  e l e v a t i o n s  a v e r a g e  
50 f e e t  o r  less n o r t h  and s o u t h  o f  Route  6 .  

S o i l s  i n  t h e  town of  Province town a r e  g e n e r a l l y  p o o r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  r e g a r d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .  Dune d e p o s i t s  a r e  p r e s e n t  over  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of  t h e  township  i n  t h e  h i l l y  d r i f t i n g  sand  a r e a s .  
Between t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  dunes  and t h e  P rov ince town  Harbor  
s h o r e l i n e  l i g h t ,  sandy  loams a r e  p r e s e n t .  These a r e  t h e  o n l y  
a r e a s  where even t h e  most m a r g i n a l  forms o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  cou ld  b e  
p r a c t i c e d .  C r a n b e r r i e s  have  been t h e  major c r o p s .  

Due t o  t h e  sandy n a t u r e  o f  P rov ince town ,  d r a i n a g e  is  p redominan t ly  
s u b s u r f a c e .  S p r i n g s  may b e  found i n  many a r e a s  of  t h e  town 
immedia te ly  below t h e  ground s u r f a c e .  Brooks and c r e e k s  a r e  n o t  
common i n  t h e  town. However, one  c r e e k ,  M i l l  Creek h i s t o r i c a l l y  
f lowed i n t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  P rov ince town  Harbor 
( C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  Vo l .  8 ,  
1802) .  S e v e r a l  ponds r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  town i n c l u d i n g  Shank 
P a i n t e r  Pond,  C lapps  Pond,  Duck Pond,  P a s t u r e  Pond,  G r e a t  Pond, 
and Gras sy  Pond. S e v e r a l  s m a l l e r  ponds a l s o  e x i s t .  P i l g r i m  Lake 
is  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  town ' s  b o r d e r  wi th  T r u r o  and was once open t o  
t h e  s e a .  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  l a k e  was known a s  E a s t  H a r b o r ,  b u t  was 
c l o s e d  t o  t h e  s e a  i n  1869. 

While Province town may have  been wooden h i s t o r i c a l l y  , l i t t l e  
wooded a r e a  r ema ins  t oday .  Most o f  t h e  town is c u r r e n t l y  cove red  
w i t h  g r a s s  i n  h i l l y  a r e a s  w i t h  some s h r u b s  and s c r u b  wood. Some 
p i n e ,  map le ,  and beech a l s o  r e m a i n s  a s  well a s  w i ld  c h e r r y ,  beach 
plum, and b a y b e r r y .  

P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  s h i f t i n g  s h o r e l i n e  have  been r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  ha rbo r  
a r e a s  which i n  some i n s t a n c e s  have  proved an economic boom t o  t h e  
town. Ha tches  Harbor  ( r e a l l y  u n n a v i g a b l e )  was formed i n  t h e  Race 
P o i n t  a r e a .  E a s t  Harbor ,  p r edominan t ly  i n  T r u r o ,  was formed by 
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t h e  sand s p i t  a l o n g  P i l g r i m  Peach which e v e n t u a l l y  c l o s e d  t h e  
h a r b o r .  L a s t l y ,  b u t  o f  g r e a t e s t  economic i m p o r t a n c e ,  i s  
P rov ince town  Harbor ,  formed by t h e  hook ing  sands  o f  Wood End and 
Long Pond. 

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

I n i t i a l  s o u t h e r n  boundary was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1714 ,  w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  p r e c i n c t  o f  Cape Cod from t h e  town o f  T r u r o  
( i n c o r p o r a t e d  1709) .  The p r e c i n c t  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  
Province town i n  1727.  Subsequent  boundary a d j u s t m e n t s  o c c u r r e d  
wi th  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  l a n d s  from T r u r o  i n  1813,  1 8 2 9 ,  and 1836. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Province town is a  r e s o r t  community and f i s h i n g  c e n t e r  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  o u t e r  t i p  o f  t h e  Cape Cod p e n i n s u l a .  S e a s o n a l  n a t i v e  and 
European use  a s  a  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  and 1 7 t h  c e n t u r i e s  
seems h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e .  European e x p l o r a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  mid 
1 6 t h  and e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r i e s  , and Province town Harbor  was t h e  
f i r s t  l a n d i n g  s i t e  o f  t h e  Mayflower immigrants  i n  1620. S e a s o n a l  
o c c u p a t i o n  by c o l o n i a l s  a s  a  b a s e  f o r  f i s h i n g  and wha l ing  
c o n t i n u e d  th rough  t h e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  s i z e  o f  
permanent  l o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t  remained s m a l l .  With t h e  c r e a t i o n  of 
t h e  Cape Cod p r e c i n c t  o f  T r u r o  i n  1717,  t h e  f i r s t  meet inghouse  
s i t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  n o r t h w e s t  o f  Brad fo rd  S t r e e t .  While t h e  
l o c a l  economy s u f f e r e d  from t h e  B r i t i s h  embargo and t h e  t o w n ' s  
exposed p o s i t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  War of 1812,  
p r o s p e r i t y  from t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  f i s h i n g  and s a l t m a k i n g  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r i e s  l e d  t o  t h e  e f f l o r e s c e n c e  of  an 
e x t e n d e d  l i n e a r  v i l l a g e  a l o n g  t h e  P rov ince town  Harbor  Shore .  
Wharf c o n s t r u c t i o n  and h a r b o r  improvements s t i m u l a t e d  f u r t h e r  
l o c a l  growth and h e l p e d  s e c u r e  P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  p l a c e  a s  t h e  pr imary  
m a r i t i m e ,  f i s h i n g ,  and commercial  c e n t e r  on Cape Cod by t h e  mid 
19 th  c e n t u r y .  Overland r a i l  c o n n e c t i o n s  r e a c h e d  t h e  town i n  
1873. Meanwhile,  mar i t i m e - r e l a t e d  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
a t t r a c t e d  a  l a r g e  Por t u g u e s e - s p e a k i n g  immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
focused  i n  t h e  town 's  West End. L a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  d e c l i n e  i n  
f i s h i n g  was fo l lowed  by t h e  i n f l u x  of  summer s e a s o n  t o u r i s t s  and 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  an a r t  co lony  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  Cape 
Cod School  o f  A r t  i n  1901. Artists were soon j o i n e d  by writers,  
and t h e  open ing  of  t h e  P rov ince town  P l a y e r s  t h e a t r e  i n  1915 marked 
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  bohemian,  c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e  e n c l a v e  wi th  t i es  
t o  N e w  York and Europe .  With t h e  r i s e  of  a u t o m o b i l e  t o u r i s m ,  
r e s o r  t - r e l a t e d  growth c o n t i n u e d ,  and w h i l e  t h e  permanent  
p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e ,  t h e  numbers o f  s e a s o n a l  r e s i d e n t s  r o s e  
d r a m a t i c a l l y .  Much o f  t h e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g  
s t o c k  r e m a i n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  1885 town h a l l ,  t h e  landmark 1910 
P i l g r i m  Monument t ower ,  and commerc i a l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a l o n g  t h e  main Commercial S t r e e t I B r a d f o r d  
S t r e e t  a x i s .  However, a l t e r a t i o n s ,  a d d i t i o n s ,  and r e u s e  f o r  
i n t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  commercial  pu rposes  have  been widespread  
and c o n t i n u e  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  r e s o r t  v i l l a g e  s t r e e t s c a p e  . 
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I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  is p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  p o t e n t i a l  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  i n  
t h e  Province town a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  . However, some t r a i l s  
undoub ted ly  e x i s t e d .  C o a s t a l  t r a i l s  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  A t l a n t i c  
s h o r e l i n e s  a r e  i n f e r r e d ,  b u t  l i k e l y  were n o t  permanent ,  a s  t h e  
s a n d s  c o n t i n u a l l y  s h i f t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  I n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  of  t h e  
township  t r a i l s  a l s o  p robab ly  e x i s t e d  a l o n g  t h e  h a r b o r  s h o r e 1  i n e  
and t o  t h e  major ponds i n  t h e  a r e a .  A s h o r e l i n e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  Commercial S t r e e t  l i k e l y  connec ted  t h e  Province town 
a r e a  wi th  T r u r o  and o t h e r  Cape a r e a s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

L i t t l e  p r e h i s t o r i c  o r  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  e v i d e n c e  is p r e s e n t  on which 
t o  b a s e  Con tac t  p e r i o d  p o p u l a t i o n  e s t i m a t e s .  N a t i v e  Americans 
were  p r e s e n t  wi th  some t r a n s i e n t  European v i s i t o r s .  Some e v i d e n c e  
e x i s t s  f o r  La te  Woodland h a b i t a t i o n  a n d / o r  use  o f  t h e  a r e a .  
However, e v i d e n c e  a t  hand i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a r e a  was n o t  i n t e n s i v e l y  
s e t t l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l a t e r  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d  a c c o u n t s  by e x p l o r e r s  
and s e t t l e r s  make few,  i f  a n y ,  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  
p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

European s e t t l e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  e x i s t  i n  Province town d u r i n g  t h i s  
pe r  iod . However, some c o n t a c t  between n a t i v e s  and Europeans i n  
t h e  Province town a r e a  d i d  t a k e  p l a c e ,  a s  r e c o r d s  e x i s t  of  t h e  
e n c o u n t e r s .  For example ,  i n  1602 ,  Gosnold v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  and 
m e t  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  h a r b o r .  Other  w h i t e s  may a l s o  have  v i s i t e d  
t h i s  a r e a  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  l a t e  15 th  c e n t u r y .  Province town Harbor  
h a s  a lways  been v a l u e d  a s  a  pr ime f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  and a f f o r d e d  
e x c e l l e n t  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  v e s s e l s  s e e k i n g  anchorage  f o r  r e s t  o r  
from s t o r m s .  However, beyond t h e s e  temporary  s t a y s  , no  permanent 
w h i t e  s e t t l e m e n t  i s  known. 

N a t i v e  Americans were p r e s e n t  i n  Province town a s  t h e  Gosnold 
example above i l l u s t r a t e s .  However, l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  e v i d e n c e  i s  
p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  a r e a  was t h e  s i t e  o f  l a r g e  v i l l a g e  
l o c a t i o n s .  A r t i f a c t s  o f  t h e  La te  Woodland p e r i o d  a r e  known f o r  
t h e  Province town a r e a  a s  well a s  one p o t e n t i a l  L a t e  Woodland 
s i t e .  T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u g g e s t s  a  La te  Woodland p r e c e d e n t  e x i s t s  
f o r  n a t i v e  h a b i t a t i o n  a n d / o r  u se  o f  t h e  Province town a r e a  d u r i n g  
t h e  l a t e r  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  Because o f  t h e  low n a t u r e  o f  much o f  
t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s ,  any s e t t l e m e n t  was l i k e l y  i n  t h e  h a r b o r  a r e a  o r  
n e a r  one o f  t h e  w e t l a n d s  n e a r b y .  I n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
Gosnold m e t  o n l y  one n a t i v e  may be  of  g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c e  s i n c e ,  
shou ld  a  major of  permanent  camp have  been  n e a r b y ,  h e  would have  
l i k e l y  met more n a t i v e s  o r  r e c o g n i z e d  more s i g n s  of I n d i a n  
s e t t l e m e n t .  One p o s s i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f o r  n a t i v e  l and  use o f  
t h e  Province town a r e a  may b e  t h a t  l i k e  t h e  l a t e r  Europeans ,  
n a t i v e s  used t h e  a r e a  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  f i s h i n g ,  l i m i t e d  h u n t i n g  and 
g a t h e r i n g  on l a n d ,  and t h e  h u n t i n g  of  s e a  mammals, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
wha le s .  P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  m a r i t i m e  emphas is  may well have ex t ended  
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back t o  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d .  Other  f a c t o r s  a l s o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  l a r g e - s c a l e  n a t i v e  l a n d  use  o f  t h e  Province town a r e a  d i d  
n o t  t a k e  p l a c e .  For example ,  few, i f  any ,  n a t i v e  p l a c e  names 
s u r v i v e  f o r  Province town l o c a l e s  compared w i t h  o t h e r  Cape a r e a s  
where N a t i v e  Americans were  p r e s e n t .  It is  a l s o  wor th  n o t i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Pamet I n d i a n s  (Nause t  g r o u p )  o f  t h e  T r u r o  a r e a  a r e  t h e  o n l y  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e c o r d e d  n a t i v e s  f o r  t h i s  end o f  t h e  Cape. R i g h t s  t o  
T r u r o  l a n d s  were pu rchased  from t h e s e  n a t i v e s .  Pe rhaps  t h e  
Province town a r e a  was an o u t l y i n g  t e r r i t o r y  o f  n a t i v e s  based  i n  
t h e  T r u r o  a r e a .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

S i n c e  European s e t t l e m e n t s  were n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Province town 
a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  European s u b s i s t e n c e  probably  f o l l o w e d  
t h a t  of  t h e  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  a r e a .  While some food was 
undoubted ly  c a r r i e d  w i t h  e a r l y  e x p l o r e r s ,  t r a d e r s ,  and f i s h e r m e n ,  
t h e  bulk of t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  was p robab ly  s e c u r e d  th rough  
h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and 
t h e  t r a d e ,  s t e a l i n g ,  o r  p u r c h a s e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  ( c o r n ,  
b e a n s ,  e t c . )  from t h e  l o c a l  n a t i v e s .  

N a t i v e  Arner i c a n  s u b s i s t e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  
Province town a r e a  was p robab ly  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r a c t i c e d  i n  o t h e r  
Cape a r e a s .  The combined u s e  of  w i l d  and d o m e s t i c a t e  food 
r e s o u r c e s  formed t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  s u b s i s t e n c e  sys t em.  I t  i s  
unknown a t  p r e s e n t  e x a c t l y  when a g r i c u l t u r e  o r ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
h o r t i c u l t u r e  was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  n a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Cape Cod a r e a .  
However, by t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  of c o r n ,  
b e a n s ,  and squash  were  b e i n g  produced f o r  s t o r a g e  and a t  t imes  f o r  
s a l e  o r  t r a d e  t o  E n g l i s h  s e t t l e r s .  I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d ,  however ,  
t h a t  shou ld  some form o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  have  been p r a c t i c e d  i n  t h e  
Province town a r e a  i t  was of l i m i t e d  s c o p e .  P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  i s  and was poor .  S h e l l f i s h i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  
and h u n t i n g  were  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  s u b s i s t e n c e  p u r s u i t s .  However, 
h u n t i n g ,  l i k e  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  may have  been poor i n  t h e  Province town 
a r e a .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  were q u i t e  good. 
S u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Province town a r e a  may have  focused  
on t h e  v a r i o u s  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  An a l e w i f e  run  is now 
p r e s e n t  i n  P i l g r i m  Lake on t h e  P rov ince town/Tru ro  town l i n e .  
S h e l l f i s h  beds a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  S p e c i e s  p r e s e n t  i n  
t h e s e  beds  i n c l u d e  s u r f  c lams and quahaugs .  Other  s p e c i e s  may 
have  a l s o  e x i s t e d  a t  one t i m e ,  i n c l u d i n g  o y s t e r ,  s o f t  s h e l l e d  
c lam,  bay s c a l l o p ,  and m u s s e l s .  The bay and ocean  w a t e r s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  Province town a l s o  p rov ided  numerous s p e c i e s  of f i s h  
and s e a  mammals a v a i l a b l e  t o  n a t i v e s  of  t h e  a r e a .  F i sh  s p e c i e s  
i n c l u d e d  b a s s ,  b l u e f i s h ,  s h a r k ,  t u n a ,  s w o r d f i s h ,  f l o u n d e r ,  t a u t o g ,  
and o t h e r s .  Sea mammals a v a i l a b l e  i n c l u d e d  s e a l s  and numerous 
s p e c i e s  of wha le s .  C o a s t a l  f l a t s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Province town 
Harbor may have  p rov ided  an e x c e l l e n t  l o c a t i o n  f o r  n a t i v e  we i r  
f i s h i n g ,  much t h e  same a s  i t  d i d  f o r  t h e  l a t e r  c o l o n i a l  f i she rmen .  

The w e t l a n d s  and wooded a r e a s  o f  Province town provided  numerous 
s p e c i e s  of mammals f o r  h u n t i n g .  However, l i m i t e d  woodland a r e a s  
would a l s o  l i m i t  t h e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  game a v a i l a b l e .  The dune a r e a s  
i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  township  p rov ided  l i t t l e  p o t e n t i a l  
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f o r  h u n t i n g .  Waterfowl would a l s o  have  been a v a i l a b l e  i n  we t l ands  
and c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

I n f e r r e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use  by 
bo th  n a t i v e s  and t r a n s i e n t  Europeans i n  t h e  a r e a .  Europeans i n  
v e s s e l s  s t a y i n g  over  i n  Province town Harbor  p r o b a b l y  e x p l o r e d  
and /o r  g a t h e r e d  food r e s o u r c e s  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  and a t  wooded a r e a s  
n e a r  i n l a n d  ponds.  Th i s  p a t t e r n  was fo l lowed  by t h e  p a s s e n g e r s  
aboard  t h e  Mayflower a s  t h e y  anchored  i n  Province town Harbor i n  
1620 and e x p l o r e d  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a .  Fishermen may a l s o  have  had 
temporary  camps and used c o a s t a l  t r a i l s  a l o n g  t h e  h a r b o r  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Some n a t i v e s  were p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  Province town a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  However, l i t t l e  new i n f o r m a t i o n  is  p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e i r  p o p u l a t i o n  ove r  t h a t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

Europeans were a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  Province town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  . 
However, t h e i r  p r e s e n c e  was a g a i n  of  a  t r a n s i e n t  o r  t emporary  
n a t u r e .  E x p l o r e r s  and e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f t e n  anchored  v e s s e l s  i n  
P r o v i n c e  town Harbor  f o r  sho r  t per  i o d s  , b u t  no p o p u l a t i o n  
deve loped .  Fishermen p robab ly  s t a y e d  t h e  l o n g e s t  i n  Province town 
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  s e a s o n a l l y  camping a l o n g  t h e  h a r b o r  s h o r e  w h i l e  
f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  is p r e s e n t  r e g a r d i n g  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
Province town over  t h a t  n o t e d  f o r  t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  However, we 
do know t h a t  n a t i v e s  were p r e s e n t  a s  t h e  e a r l y  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s  
aboard  t h e  Mayflower met n a t i v e s  i n  P rov ince town  Harbor i n  
November and December of 1620.  Whether o r  n o t  t h e s e  n a t i v e s  
a c t u a l l y  r e s i d e d  i n  Province town r ema ins  open t o  d e b a t e ,  a s  t h e r e  
may have  been Pamet I n d i a n s  r e s i d i n g  i n  T r u r o .  

A s  n o t e d  above ,  t h e  f i r s t  documented Europeans a f t e r  Gosnold t o  
e x p l o r e  t h e  Province town a r e a  were t h e  P i l g r i m s  aboa rd  t h e  
Mayflower i n  1620.  A t  t h a t  t ime  they  e x p l o r e d  much o f  t h e  a r e a  
and s i g n e d  t h e  Mayflower Compact i n  Province town Harbor .  

Fo l lowing  an p o s s i b l y  b e f o r e  t h e  Mayflower l a n d i n g  i n  
P rov ince town ,  t h e  h a r b o r  was v i s i t e d  y e a r l y  by f i she rmen  from 
Europe and from o t h e r  towns i n  t h e  co lony .  From t h e  days  o f  f i r s t  
e x p l o r a t i o n  t h e  P r o v i n c e  town a r e a  was h i g h l y  va lued  by Europeans 
and p o s s i b l y  by n a t i v e s  a s  w e l l ,  a s  one o f  t h e  b e t t e r  f i s h i n g  
s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  N e w  World. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  , no  p h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  
remains  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  temporary  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s ,  a s  permanent  
s e t t l e m e n t  was n o t  made u n t i l  l a t e r ,  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  
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D. Economic Base 

L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  d e s c r i b i n g  n a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  However, b o t h  n a t i v e s  and any 
w h i t e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  combine w i l d  and 
d o m e s t i c a t e  food s o u r c e s  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e .  Corn 
a g r i c u l t u r e  may have  c o n t i n u e d  f o r  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  
l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  
N a t i v e s  may have  f i s h e d  i n  t h e  P rov ince town  a r e a ,  b u t  a g a i n ,  no  
e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  

Europeans d i d  n o t  e s t a b l i s h  permanent  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
Province town a r e a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  They d i d ,  however ,  
e s t a b l i s h  y e a r l y  o r  t emporary  f i s h i n g  camps and had t h e  r i g h t s  t o  
v a r i o u s  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  The p r a c t i c e  a r o s e  e a r l y  (17 th  
c e n t u r y 0  o f  l e a s i n g  t h e  b a s s  f i s h e r y  a t  t h e  Cape t o  v a r i o u s  
t r a n s i e n t  f i she rmen .  T h i s  f i s h e r y  and o t h e r s  were s o  i m p o r t a n t  
t h a t  i n  1671  Thomas P a i n e  o f  Eastham was made wa te r  b a i l i f f  t o  
have c h a r g e  o f  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  a t  t h e  Cape. Vessels from t h e  Cape 
were n o t  t a x e d  o r  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  l e a s e s .  A s  e a r l y  a s  1673 ,  t h e  
income d e r i v e d  from f i s h e r y  l e a s e s  was a p p r o p r i a t e d  t o  s u p p o r t  
s c h o o l  i n  B a r n s t a b l e ,  P lymouth ,  Duxbury , Rehoboth (1678) and o t h e r  
towns i n  t h e  co lony .  F i s h e r y  funds  a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  widows and 
v e t e r a n s  of  n a t i v e  wars  a s  e a r l y  a s  1675.  The macke re l  f i s h i n g  
was a l s o  s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  1671 t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
G e n e r a l  C o u r t  g r a n t e d  men of  H u l l  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  f i s h  f o r  macke re l  
a t  t h e  Cape a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  p a i d  "what was due t o  t h e  co lony  from 
f o r e i g n e r s "  (Deyo 1890:  960) .  An o r g a n i z e d  cod and haddock 
f i s h e r y  was a l s o  l i k e l y  s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  a s  w e l l  a s  
f i s h e r i e s  f o r  w h a l e s ,  p o l l o c k ,  and s h a r k s .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  

Most,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  European s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  a  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
a r e a  a l o n g  Province town Harbor .  A c o a s t a l  t r a i l  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
a r e a  of Commercial S t r e e t  g r a d u a l l y  deve loped  i n t o  a  r a d i u s ,  
l i n k i n g  wi th  t h e  Old County Road i n  T r u r o .  The r o a d  o r  s t r ee t  may 
h a v e  e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  1727 ,  s i n c e  by t h a t  d a t e  t h e  l o n g  s t r e e t  i n  
Province town was ex t ended  i n t o  T r u r o  (Deyo 1890: 925) .  I n  1715 
t h e  K i n g ' s  Highway was l a i d  o u t  i n  T r u r o  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  
P r o v i n c e l a n d s  w i t h  Eastham. A s  t h i s  r o a d  was r e a l l y  a  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  Old County Road, i t  may have  fo l lowed  t h e  
c o a s t a l  l o c a t i o n  n o t e d  above o r  a  more i s l a n d  a r e a .  Some s t r e e t  
ne tworks  may a l s o  have  deve loped  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  However, many 
may n o t  have  been o f  a  permanent  n a t u r e .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

No e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e r e  were n a t i v e s  r e s i d i n g  i n  
Province town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Some t r a n s i e n t  n a t i v e s  may have  
been p r e s e n t  aboa rd  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s .  

A c t u a l  c e n s u s  r e p o r t s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  Province town un ti1 
1765 .  However, e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  
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s u f f i c i e n t l y  enough t o  w a r r a n t  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  town i n  1727. 
An e s t i m a t e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  migh t  t o  100  t o  200 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
s e v e r a l  o f  whom may have  been  t r a n s i e n t  f i s h e r m e n .  P o p u l a t i o n  
d e c l i n e d  a f t e r  1727 f o l l o w i n g  an a p p a r e n t  slump i n  t h e  f i s h e r y .  
by 1748 ,  o n l y  two or  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  remained i n  t h e  town. P r i o r  
t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War, ~ r o v i n c e t o w n  's  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  a g a i n .  
I n  1755 ,  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  f a m i l i e s  were p r e s e n t  (Deyo 1890: 9 7 9 ) .  
I n  1765 and 1776,  205 i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  town. Deyo 
(1890: 979) a l s o  n o t e s  36  f a m i l i e s  i n  1776. A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War, Province town was r e p o r t e d l y  a g a i n  w i t h o u t  a  
p o p u l a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Much of P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  was under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of 
p e r s o n s  and t h e  government  o f  Eastham. I n  1668 t h e  l a n d s  a t  Pamet 
a s  f a r  t h e  t h e  Cape head was n o t e d  t o  be  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n s t a b l e r i c k  
o f  Eastham. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  Cape Cod was under t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay Colony.  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  1692 t h a t  Plymouth and 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay Colony u n i t e d ,  a t  which t i m e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay 
succeeded  t o  a l l  t h e  r i g h t s  of Plymouth Colony i n  t h e  l a n d s  of 
Cape Cod. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s  came under t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  t h e  government  of  t h e  Commonwealth of  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P r i o r  t o  1714 t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s  were r e g a r d e d  a s  
p a r t  o f  T r u r o  f o r  m u n i c i p a l  p u r p o s e s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  a  p u b l i c  a c t  
was made e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  m u n i c i p a l  government  a t  Cape Cod. 
Province town was t h e n  c a l l e d  t h e  P r e c i n c t  of  Cape Cod, which 
i n c l u d e d  a l l  l a n d s  a t  t h e  Cape. T h i s  a c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
b o u n d a r i e s  between T r u r o  and Cape Cod ( P r o v i n c e t o w n ) ,  b u t  i t  was 
n o t  an a c t  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ;  t h e  two towns were s t i l l  a f f i l i a t e d .  
I n  1715 t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of T r u r o  p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  t o  
d e c l a r e  t h a t  Cape Cod was o r  was n o t  a  p a r t  o f  T r u r o .  T h i s  
p e t i t i o n  was g e n e r a l l y  o v e r l o o k e d ,  f o r  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1727 a f t e r  
c o n t i n u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  a t  Province town t h a t  t h e  town was 
f i n a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d .  The o r i g i n a l  name s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  town was 
Her r ing town ,  which t h e  G e n e r a l  Cour t  d i s l i k e d .  The name 
Province town was f i r s t  used i n  t h e  a c t  of  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  

The P r o v i n c e l a n d s ,  o r  t h e  Cape a s  i t  was commonly c a l l e d ,  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  va lued  a s  an i m p o r t a n t  c o l o n i a l  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n  
th roughou t  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Temporary s e t t l e m e n t s  were made 
b u t  l i t t l e  permanent s e t t l e m e n t  was made u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
No e v i d e n c e  e x i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  p r i v a t e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  d i s t i n c t  t r a c t s  
o f  l a n d  i n  Province town u n t i l  c a .  1700.  I n  f a c t ,  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  
1724 t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  town e x i s t e d  
(Deyo 1890:  958) .  Some s e t t l e m e n t  may, however ,  have  o c c u r r e d  
b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e ,  a s  b i r t h  r e c o r d s  from 1698 e x i s t  a t  t h e  
P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  C l e r k ' s  o f f i c e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  , t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
o f  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e  obscu red  by t h e  absence  of  any r e c o r d e d  
t r a n s f e r s  of r e a l  e s t a t e .  I n  1717-18 a  m e e t i n g h o u s e / p l a c e  of 
w o r s h i p  was b u i l t ;  i t s  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  is unknown, a l t h o u g h  i t  was 
t h o u g h t  t o  have  been l o c a t e d  n o r t h w e s t e r l y  from Brad fo rd  S t r e e t  . 
A second  mee t inghouse  was b u i l t  i n  1773 on t h e  same s i t e .  

~ r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  a  s m a l l  
a r e a  a l o n g  t h e  h a r b o r .  A c t u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  f l u c t u a t e d  g r e a t l y  w i t h  
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t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y .  By 1705 Province town had undergone  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  growth d u r i n g  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e .  Freeman ( c i t e d  
i n  Deyo 1890: 692)  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  Cape Cod 
(P rov ince town)  was 130  men. A c t u a l  p o p u l a t i o n  may have  been 
h i g h e r ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  women, c h i l d r e n ,  and n a t i v e s .  However, a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  number of t h e s e  men a l s o  may have  been t r a n s i e n t  
r e s i d e n t s  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  A f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1727 
t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  began t o  d e c l i n e ,  s o  t h a t  by 1748 ,  o n l y  two o r  
t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  r ema ined .  

By 1755 o n l y  t h r e e  houses  were r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  town (Deyo 1890:  
979) .  Tha t  number r o s e  t o  20 houses  i n  1775 a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  
R e v o l u t i o n .  A t  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  war ,  Province town was r e p o r t e d l y  
w i t h o u t  a  p o p u l a t i o n .  

D. Economic Base 

L i t t l e ,  i f  a n y ,  e v i d e n c e  ex i s t s  i n d i c a t i n g  N a t i v e  Americans were 
s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  Province town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, n a t i v e s  
may have  been p r e s e n t  a s  crew members aboa rd  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s ,  a s  
t h i s  p r a c t i c e  was common i n  many f i s h i n g  p o r t s  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

F i s h i n g  grew and c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  t h e  m a i n s t a y  of  P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  
economy d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  I n  f a c t ,  f i s h i n g  had  
i n c r e a s e d  by t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  f u r t h e r  l e g a l  
measures  were t aken  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f i s h e r y .  I n  1678 a  n o t i c e  was g i v e n  t o  a l l  towns of 
t h e  Colony t h a t  i f  t h e y  wished t o  f i s h  a t  t h e  Cape, one -ha l f  o f  
t h e  men employed i n  t h e  f i s h e r y  had t o  be  from Cape towns.  The 
b a s s  and h e r r i n g  f i s h e r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o s p e r  i n  Province town 
H a r b o r ,  a s  d i d  f i s h e r i e s  f o r  whales  and s h a r k s .  Weir f i s h i n g  
a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t a l  s h o a l s  was r a p i d l y  g a i n i n g  i n  i m p o r t a n t ,  a s  was 
schoone r  f i s h i n g  i n  o f f s h o r e  w a t e r s  f o r  cod ,  haddock ,  p o l l o c k ,  and 
h a l i b u t .  S h e l l f i s h  f i s h e r i e s  were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
M u s s e l s ,  s e a  c l a m s ,  and quahaugs were a l l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

i l e  t h e  Province town f i s h e r y  underwent  s e v e r a l  p e r i o d s  o f  r a p i d  
owth,  s lumps o r  d e p r e s s e d  p e r i o d s  i n  t h e  f i s h e r y  were a l s o  
e s e n t  . F i s h i n g  's impor t ance  f l u c t u a t e d  e c o n o m i c a l l y .  A f t e r  
~ c o r p o r a t i o n  of  t h e  town i n  1727 t h e  f i s h e r y  d e c l i n e d  t o  where 

on ly  two o r  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  i n  Province town i n  1748. 
S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  f i s h e r y  r o s e  a g a i n  t o  p r e R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War 
p r o s p e r i t y ,  a f t e r  which t h e  town n e a r l y  l o s t  i t s  e n t i r e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  Rapid growth a g a i n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  postwar  p e r i o d .  

Any e f f o r t s  a t  f a rming  i n  Province town were a lways l i m i t e d  and o f  
s e c o n d a r y  impor t ance  t o  t h e  f i s h e r  ies . Some c o r n  and v e g e t a b l e s  
were p robab ly  grown b e f o r e  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War. A f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  
e f f o r t s  a t  c r a n b e r r y  p r o d u c t i o n  were a l s o  a t t e m p t e d .  Some 
a t t e m p t s  a t  husbandry  were  a l s o  made. However, t h e s e  a t t e m p t s ,  
l i k e  t h o s e  a t  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  were neve r  of g r e a t  economic 
impor t ance .  S a l t  marshes  toward T r u r o  would have  been i m p o r t a n t  
f o r  l i v e s t o c k .  However, t h e y  may have  been of g r e a t e r  impor tance  
t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  T r u r o  r a t h e r  t h a n  Province town.  
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One m i l l  may have  e x i s t e d  i n  Province town d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  on M i l l  C r e e k ,  which r a n  i n t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
h a r b o r .  However, l i t t l e  i s  known o f  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  pu rpose .  
S a l t  works were a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  p o s t - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War 
pe r  iod  . 
E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  T h e r e  is l i t t l e  chance  t h a t  many s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v e  
from t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i e n t  h a b i t a t i o n s  by s m a l l  numbers o f  
s e t t l e r s .  Four p o s s i b l e  s u r v i v a l s  a r e  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  g a b l e  
r o o f ,  d o u b l e - p i l e ,  f ive-bay  , c e n t e r  chimney and e n t r y  h o u s e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The G e n e r a l  C o u r t  v o t e d  money t o  b u i l d  a  
meet inghouse  h e r e  i n  1717 ,  32x20 f e e t  w i t h  e i g h t - f o o t  s t u d  and 
t h r e e  g a l l e r i e s  ( ? ) ;  a t  l e a s t  one s o u r c e  c l a i m s  no house  b u i l t  
u n t i l  1763  ( J e n n i n g s :  1890) .  A second  h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1773 ,  30x27 f e e t  w i t h  e i g h t - f o o t  s t u d ;  t h i s  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1796. 

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The town ' s  l o c a t i o n  a t  t h e  t i p  of  Cape Cod, and t h e  s h i f t i n g  sands  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  dunes  made o v e r l a n d  t r a v e l  i n t o  town d i f f i c u l t .  The 
r o u t e  from T r u r o  t o  t h e  e a s t  pas sed  a l o n g  t h e  bay s h o r e  and l e d  
i n t o  Commercial S t r e e t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l o c a l  r o a d  was t h a t  e x t e n d e d  
a l o n g  t h e  h a r b o r .  The l a r g e ,  s h e l t e r e d  Province town Harbor  was 
used by B r i t i s h  war s h i p s  d u r i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  War o f  
1812.  By 1830,  s m a l l - s c a l e  wharf f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  have  
been  b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

A f t e r  i t s  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  t o  n e a r  o b l i v i o n ,  
Province town made a  r a p i d  r e c o v e r y  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  p r i m a r i l y  
a s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  r e v i v a l  of  t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  P ' town i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  was t h e  f a s t e s t  growing town o f  any i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  
Between 1790 and 1830,  t h e  town had a  growth r a t e  of  276.6% - -  
over  fou r  t i m e s  t h e  coun ty  a v e r a g e  o f  64.3%, and o v e r  100 p o i n t s  
above  t h a t  of  Chatharn, i t s  n e a r e s t  r i v a l .  Between 1790 and 1830,  
P' town grew from 454 p e r s o n s  t o  1710 ,  n e a r l y  q u a d r u p l i n g  t h e  s i z e  
of  t h e  town i n  fou r  d e c a d e s .  But f o r  t h e  Embargo & War decade 
1800-1810, most o f  t h i s  growth ave raged  o v e r  30 p e r s o n s  per  y e a r ,  
c l i m b i n g  t o  45.8 p e r s o n s / y e a r  i n  t h e  1820s .  

I t i n e r a n t  Jesse Lee found many c o n v e r t s  t o  Methodism d u r i n g  h i s  
v i s i t  i n  1790,  and t h i s  s o c i e t y  was t h e  f i r s t  f o r m a l l y  o r g a n i z e d  
i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  p r o t e s t e d  t h e i r  
p l a n s  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i n g  a  mee t inghouse  i n  1795 w i t h  t h e  b u r n i n g  of  
t h e  f rame t h a t  had been  b r o u g h t  i n  by b o a t  a s  well a s  an e f f i g y  o f  
Lee. By 1810 t h e  town m i n i s t e r  was a  M e t h o d i s t ,  and t h e  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t  went i n t o  d e c l i n e .  I n  1820 a  s m a l l  number were  
c o n v e r t e d  t o  t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  U n i v e r s a l  s a l v a t i o n  a f t e r  r e a d i n g  
Mur ray ' s  b iog raphy  (which had f l o a t e d  a s h o r e )  ; a  U n i t a r  i a n  s o c i e t y  
was formed by t h i s  g roup  i n  1829. 
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The town formed a  l o d g e  o f  Masons i n  1795 .  An o u t b r e a k  o f  
s m a l l p o x  was e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  1800-01.  A h o u s e  f o r  t h e  poor  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1806 .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Only  t w e n t y  d w e l l i n g s  s t o o d  i n  P r o v i n c e t o w n  i n  1 7 7 6 ,  t h e s e  
p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  t h e  b a y s i d e  h a r b o r .  Development  a c c e l e r a t e d  a f t e r  
t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a n d  by 1 8 0 0 ,  1 4 4  d w e l l i n g s ,  9 0  
s t o r e s ,  f i v e  s h o p s ,  t e n  s a l t  w o r k s ,  and f i v e  h e r r i n g  smokehouses  
formed a n  e x t e n d e d  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  a l o n g  t h e  P r o v i n c e t o w n  H a r b o r  
s h o r e .  I n  1 7 9 3 ,  t h e  t h i r d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  M e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  
s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Cemete ry  ( l a t e r  P r i n c e  S t r e e t ) .  By 1830  
t h e  s o c i e t y  h a d  d w i n d l e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h i s  e d i f i c e ,  known a s  
t h e  Old White  Oak, was c l o s e d .  I n  1 7 9 5 ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  a  
c h u r c h .  The same y e a r  t h r e e  s c h o o l h o u s e s  were b u i l t ,  a s  was a  
Mason ic  Hal l  on Commercia l  S t r e e t .  I n  1 8 1 7 ,  t h e  M e t h o d i s t s  
r e p l a c e d  t h e i r  c h u r c h  w i t h  a  new s t r u c t u r e  l o c a t e d  a t  B r a d f o r d  and  
Ryder . O u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  l i g h t h o u s e s  were b u i l t  a t  Race P o i n t  
i n  1 8 1 6 ,  and a t  Long P o i n t  i n  1826 .  A t  Long P o i n t ,  a  s m a l l  
f i s h i n g  h a m l e t  had  d e v e l o p e d  by  p e r i o d ' s  e n d .  

D. Economic Base  

No r e s o u r c e s  b u t  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  l e f t  P r o v i n c e t o w n  e x t r e m e l y  
v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  c e s s a s s a t i o n  o f  m a r i t i m e  commerce d u r i n g  t h e  
Embargo and War d e c a d e  1800-1810.  The c l o s e  o f  t h e  w a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  
"marks t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  which . . . h a s  
c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  s l i g h t  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e , "  
h i s t o r i a n  Deyo w r o t e  i n  1 8 9 0 .  

The p e r i o d  showed t h e  g r e a t e s t  r i se  i n  t h e  cod  f i s h i n g  f l e e t :  20  
v e s s e l s  i n  1790 became 3 3  v e s s e l s  i n  1 8 0 2 ;  by  t h e  1 8 3 0 s ,  
P r o v i n c e t o w n  r e p o r t e d  9 8 .  The f l e e t  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h ,  
w i t h  l i t t l e  m o d i f i c a t i o n ,  would l a s t  u n t i l  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
g a s o l i n e  and d i e s e l  m o t o r s .  Newfoundland ,  t h e  c o a s t  o f  L a b r a d o r ,  
and t h e  Bay o f  C h a r l e u r  were t h e  c h i e f  f i s h i n g  g r o u n d s ,  t o  which 
t h e  cod f l e e t  made t h r e e  v o y a g e s  a  y e a r ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  p o r t  i n  May, 
J u l y ,  and O c t o b e r .  About h a l f  t h e  f i s h  c a u g h t  was c u r e d  a t  
P r o v i n c e t o w n ,  and a l l  t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a c c o u n t s  d e s c r  i b e  t h e  
h u n d r e d s  o f  f i s h  f l a k e s  d r y i n g  cod i n  t h e  s u n .  (Though 
p i c t u r e s q u e ,  t h e  e f f e c t  e v i d e n t l y  r e n d e r e d  u n p l e a s a n t  t h e  
o t h e r w i s e  " p u r e  a i r . " )  Some w h a l i n g  was s t i l l  c a r r i e d  o n :  5-6 
v e s s e l s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  1802.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 2 0 s ,  a s  many a s  
n i n e  s c h o o n e r s  f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  w h a l i n g  g r o u n d s  a r o u n d  t h e  W e s t e r n  
I s l a n d s ,  t h o u g h  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h i s  a c t i v i t y  d i s a p p e a r s  a f t e r  1823  
( S t a r b u c k ) .  P r o v i n c e t o w n  would n o t  r e - e n t e r  t h e  w h a l i n g  i n d u s t r y  
i n  a  major  way u n t i l  t h e  1 8 4 0 s .  

The o t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  i n d u s t r y  was t h e  s a l t  works .  S o l a r  
e v a p o r a t i o n  was begun i n  1800  i n  P ' t o w n ,  and  by 1802 t h e  town 
r e p o r t e d  t e n  s a l t  w o r k s ;  i t s  1 1 , 4 0 4  f e e t  c a p a c i t y  r a n k e d  s i x t h  i n  
t h e  c o u n t y ,  (By 1 8 3 2 ,  t h i s  would r i se  t o  f o u r t h . )  The t o w n ' s  1802 
d e s c r i p t i o n  n o t e d  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  
t h e  works  y i e l d e d  more  s a l t  t h a n  t h e  same number i n  any  o t h e r  p a r t  
o f  t h e  c o u n t y .  
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Testimony t o  P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  m a r i t i m e  growth was t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  
l i g h t h o u s e s  on Race P o i n t  i n  1816 (NR, #35)  and  on Long P o i n t  a  
decade  l a t e r  ( N R ,  #23 ) .  Along w i t h  t h e  l i g h t h o u s e  on Long P o i n t ,  a  
s m a l l  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n v e n i e n t  t o  t h e  l o c a l  
macke re l  and shad f i s h i n g .  

Two w i n d m i l l s  f o r  g r i n d i n g  g r a i n  were a l s o  i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  one of 
which was l o c a t e d  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  Monument. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The town 's  e a r l i e s t  homes d a t e  from t h i s  p e r i o d  
d u r i n g  which t h e  a r e a  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  f i s h i n g  
community. A s  i n  o t h e r  Cape communi t ies ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  houses  
were s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f  , g a b l e  r o o f e d ,  d o u b l e - p i l e  h o u s e s .  Near ly  
e q u a l  numbers s u r v i v e  of  bo th  f o u r -  and  f i v e - b a y  examples ,  w i t h  
i n t e r i o r  chimneys beh ind  e n t r i e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  t h i r d  b a y ;  c a .  20 
s u r v i v e  o f  e a c h .  Three-bay examples  a r e  a l s o  known from a b o u t  
f i v e  examples .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  abou t  f i v e  were c o n s t r u c t e d  
w i t h  ex t ended  s t u d  h e i g h t ,  p r i m a r i l y  among four -bay  examples .  One 
f i v e - b a y  example employs ex t ended  s t u d  h e i g h t  and r a r e  d o u b l e  
i n t e r i o r  chimneys.  The town i n c l u d e s  more two-s to ry  houses  t h a n  
commonly found i n  o u t e r  Cape towns,  most c o n s t r u c t e d  a f t e r  1800. 
Most numerous a r e  cen te r - ch imney  , f i v e - b a y  examples  w i t h  low h i p  
r o o f s  common t o  t h e  p e r i o d  and known from a b o u t  t h r e e  examples .  A 
s i n g l e  example each  s u r v i v e s  of t h r e e -  and four -bay  v a r i a t i o n s  of 
t h i s  form,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s i n g l e  f i v e - b a y  example wi th  end ch imneys ;  
a l l  have  h i p  r o o f s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  No p e r i o d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e .  With 
t h e  coming o f  Methodism, a  s m a l l  mee t inghouse  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
o n e - s t o r y  and 30x40 f e e t ,  i n  1795. A s econd  house  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  1817 wi th  a  l a r g e  b e l l  tower and s p i r e .  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e i r  t h i r d  house  i n  1793-96 and i t  was r e p l a c e d  i n  
1843. I n  1797 t h e  Masons b u i l t  a  l o d g e  model led  on t h a t  i n  
W e l l f l e e t ,  b u t  t e n  f e e t  l a r g e r ,  w i t h  school rooms i n  t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r .  A home f o r  t h e  p o o r ,  a l s o  o f  unknown a p p e a r a n c e ,  was b u i l t  
i n  1806. 

Economic: A 1792 d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  town l i s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
" n i n e t y  s t o r e s  i n  which f i s h  is d e p o s i t e d ,  f i v e  houses  f o r  t h e  
smoking o f  h e r r i n g ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  s h o p s ,  twen ty  b a r n s ,  and two 
w i n d m i l l s .  " 

V I  11. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

Some roadway improvements were made d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The County 
Road was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1835 and ex tended  through town a s  22 - foo t  
wide Commercial S t r e e t .  A wood p lank  s idewa lk  was b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  
sandy s t r e e t  th rough  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1838 ,  wi th  t h e  a i d  of  t h e  
F e d e r a l - S t a t e  g r a n t .  A b r i d g e  was b u i l t  ove r  E a s t  Harbor i n  
1854. T h i s  was d e s t r o y e d  by a  s t o r m  i n  1856,  and r e p l a c e d  t h e  
n e x t  y e a r .  S i g n i f i c a n t  wharf c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  h a r b o r ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  decades  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  Union Wharf 
was b u i l t  i n  1831;  C e n t r a l  Wharf i n  1839. S e v e r a l  o t h e r s  were MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Provincetown



es t a b 1  i s h e d  i n  t h e  1840s .  B a i l e y ' s  ( l a t e r  S teamboat )  Wharf was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1863. Steam p a c k e t  s e r v i c e  t o  Boston v i a  Plymouth 
was i n i t i a t e d  i n  1842 ,  and was soon fo l lowed  by d i r e c t  s e r v i c e  t o  
Boston and s e v e r a l  Cape Cod p o r t s .  Marine r a i l w a y s  were b u i l t  a t  
C e n t r a l  Wharf i n  1848;  a t  Union Wharf i n  1852. The E a s t e r n  Marine 
Rai lway opened i n  1864. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  h e r  r e c o r d - b r e a k  i n g  growth.  
Her 126% r i se  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  was 85  p o i n t s  above h e r  n e a r e s t  
c o m p e t i t o r ,  Dennis .  Between 1830 and 1870 ,  P ' t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
more t h a n  d o u b l e d ,  r i s i n g  from a  r ank  o f  10  t o  2  i n  t h e  number o f  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  coun ty .  Much of  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  was due t o  t h e  
p o r t ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  pa r  titularly d u r i n g  t h e  
C i v i l  War and a f t e r ,  when many o t h e r  towns were d e c l i n i n g .  

Province town a l s o  deve loped  h e r  d i v e r s e  e t h n i c  background i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Her 12.3% f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1855 was second  o n l y  
t o  Sandwich i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  Of t h i s  number,  37.5% were from 
" B r i t i s h  America" ( p r e d o m i n a n t l y  m a r i t i m e  p r o v i n c e s ? )  ; 32.8 f rom 
I r e l a n d ;  and 20% from P o r t u g a l .  The 77  P o r t u g u e s e  r e s i d e n t s  were 
t h e  o n l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  number of t h a t  g roup  i n  t h e  coun ty  ( though 
abou t  h a l f  t h e  number r e p o r t e d  i n  Nan tucke t ) .  The f i r s t  
P o r t u g u e s e  had s i g n e d  on i n  t h e  Azores  and Cape Verde I s l a n d s  t o  
f i l l  o u t  t h e  crews o f  American wha l ing  v e s s e l s .  A decade  l a t e r ,  
t h i s  g roup  had more t h a n  t r i p l e d  (237 P o r t u g u e s e ) ,  making up 
n e a r l y  40% o f  P ' t o w n ' s  e t b n i c  b a s e ,  fo l lowed  by B r i t i s h  America 
(31.3%) and I r e l a n d  (20 .2%) .  

The M e t h o d i s t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o s p e r  and domina te  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  
l i f e  o f  t h e  town. A subgroup  r e j e c t e d  e p i s c o p a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 
formed a  Wesleyan M e t h o d i s t  church  c a .  1848.  The U n i t a r i a n  
S o c i e t y  r e o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Union (1833)  and f i n a l l y  a s  
U n i v e r s a l i s t  (1847) .  A g r o u p  of  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  r e o r g a n i z e d  a  
s o c i e t y  i n  1841. By 1851,  Roman C a t h o l i c  masses  were  b e i n g  
c e l e b r a t e d ,  and a  m i s s i o n  (o f  Harwich)  formed i n  1853-54. 

The Odd Fe l lows  o r g a n i z e d  i n  t h e  town i n  1845;  and t h e  Masons 
r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  1869. Also  i n  1845 t h e  town i n s t i t u t e d  a  l ockup .  
I n  1853 a  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  was o r g a n i z e d .  The Sons o f  Temperance 
formed a  l i b r a r y  i n  1863. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

L i n e a r  development  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e x t e n d  a l o n g  Commercial S t r e e t  
th rough t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i th  c l u s t e r s  o f  merchan t  homes, warehouses ,  
and s t o r e s  a t  t h e  many wharves t h a t  j u t t e d  i n t o  t h e  bay.  Mar i t ime  
shops and i n d u s t r i e s  a l s o  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  w a t e r .  By p e r i o d ' s  
end ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  of  t i g h t l y  packed houses  l i n e d  o v e r  two m i l e s  of  
t h e  s h o r e ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  development  e x t e n d e d  i n l a n d  on s e v e r a l  
s t r e e t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P e a r l  and Alden S t r e e t  e a s t  of  High P o l e  H i l l ,  
and P r i n c e ,  C a r v e r ,  C o u r t ,  P l e a s a n t ,  F r a n k l i n ,  and Mechanic S t r e e t  
t o  t h e  west. Bus ines s  a c t i v i t y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a l o n g  Commercial 
S t r e e t  between Union Wharf and Steamboat  Wharf,  w i t h  h o t e l s ,  
b a n k s ,  i n s u r a n c e  o f f i c e s ,  g r o c e r s ,  d r y  goods d e a l e r s ,  and t h e  
customs o f f i c e .  By c a .  1860,  a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y  wharves  had been  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Provincetown



b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  Union (1831) ,  Freeman ' s  (1836) ,  
C e n t r a l  ( 1 8 3 9 ) ,  ~ i l l a r d ' s  ( 1 8 5 0 ) ,  and Bowley's (1863) .  

C i v i c  development  i n c l u d e d  t h r e e  d i s p e r s e d  s c h o o l h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  
1844 ,  a  j a i l  b u i l t  i n  1845 on Winthrop P l a c e  nea r  t h e  F i r s t  
Cemetery,  an a lmshouse  on Alden S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  Old Cemetery,  and 
a  town house  (1851) on High P o l e  H i l l ,  n o r t h w e s t  o f  Commercial 
S t r e e t .  A new Masonic H a l l  was b u i l t  on Commercial S t r e e t  i n  
1870.  Church b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  th rough  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1833,  t h e  
U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  took ove r  t h e  Union Meet inghouse i n  t h e  wes t  
s i d e  o f  town. Here t h e y  remained u n t i l  1847 ,  when t h e y  b u i l t  a  
new church  n o r t h  o f  Commercial S t r e e t  between Winslow and C a r v e r .  
Meanwhile,  a  new C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  had b u i l t  an e d i f i c e  
n e a r b y ,  e a s t  of  Winslow S t r e e t ,  i n  1843. The Method i s t  S o c i e t y  
s p l i t  i n  1847 ,  and t h e  c e n t e r  g r o u p  b u i l t  a  new church  t h a t  year  
i n  f r o n t  o f  High P o l e  H i l l  (B rad fo rd  S t r e e t ) ,  w h i l e  t h e  West End 
g roup  e s t a b l i s h e d  Wesleyan Chapel  i n  t h e  o l d  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church. 
A new C e n t e r  M e t h o d i s t  Church was b u i l t  on  Commercial S t r e e t  a t  
Center  S t r e e t  i n  1860,  and t h e  Wesleyan Chapel  g roup  b u i l t  a  new 
Cen tena ry  Church s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  a l s o  on  Commercial S t r e e t ,  b u t  
t o  t h e  west n e a r  A t l a n t i c  Avenue. 

I n  1870 ,  t h e n ,  t h e  town h a l l  s t o o d  on i t s  h i l l t o p  s i t e ,  w h i l e  t h e  
l o c a l  c h u r c h e s  were a l l  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  Commercial S t r e e t  a x i s ,  
e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c  S o c i e t y  (1853) which c o n t i n u e d  t o  meet i n  
t h e  Wesleyan Academy b u i l d i n g  on Bradford  S t r e e t .  I n t e r s p e r s e d  
among t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a l o n g  t h e  Commercial S t r e e t  boardwalk were 
f i s h f l a k e s ,  b u t  most o f  t h e  s a l t w o r k s  had s t o p p e d  o p e r a t i n g .  
Li t t l e  development  had o c c u r r e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  v i l l a g e .  The s m a l l  
f i s h i n g  h a m l e t  t h a t  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Long P o i n t  p e r s i s t e d  
f o r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s ,  b u t  by 1860 i t  had been abandoned and t h e  
houses  moved e l s e w h e r e .  A s m a l l e r  c l u s t e r  remained  a t  Wood End i n  
t h e  w e s t .  

D. Economic Base 

Province town c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e l y  on t h e  f i s h e r i e s  f o r  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  
h e r  income. I n  1832,  o f  t h e  "470 p o l l s ,  300 a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  
employed i n  t h e  c o a s t i n g  t r a d e  o r  f i s h e r i e s  and one h a l f  o f  t h e  
r e m a i n i n g ,  170 ,  a r e  employed s e v e r a l  months i n  each  yea r  i n  b o a t  
f i s h i n g . "  By 1850 t h e  f i s h e r i e s  had made Province twon t h e  r i c h e s t  
town i n  t h e  s t a t e  pe r  c a p i t a .  Wharf c o n s t r u c t i o n  was a  major  p a r t  
o f  t h e  growth of t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  Thomas L o t h r o p  (1800-1881) i s  
c r e d i t e d  w i t h  b u i l d i n g  t h e  f i r s t  wharf i n  Province town i n  1826 
( t h e  same yea r  h e  b u i l t  t h e  Union House ) ,  and i t s  new p i l e  
c o n s t r u c t  ion  s p a r k e d  a  wave o f  p i e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  r e s p o n s  i b l e  f o r  
dozens  of wharves i n  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  d e c a d e s .  

Of t h e  f i s h e r m e n ,  much t h e  l a r g e s t  number were employed i n  t h e  cod 
and macke re l  f i s h e r y .  N i n e t y - e i g h t  b o a t s  and 1078 men were 
r e p o r t e d  i n  1837. The cod r e t u r n e d  t h a t  yea r  was v a l u e d  a t  
$154,200 and t h e  macke re l  a t  $126,000.  The number of  men was more 
than  doub le  t h a t  o f  t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  town ( T r u r o )  and amounted t o  
n e a r l y  a  t h i r d  of  t h e  e n t i r e  f i s h e r y  employment i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  
Cod and macke re l  f i s h i n g  remained  dominant  i n  P ' town,  though o t h e r  
Cape towns took up t h e  i n d u s t r y  f o l l o w i n g  h e r  s u c c e s s .  Not u n t i l  
t h e  C i v i l  War c e n s u s  o f  1865 d i d  P' town r e p o r t  h i g h e r  f i g u r e s  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Provincetown



[ t h a n  t h o s e  o f  18371,  when 1260 men went t o  s e a  i n  105 b o a t s ,  
r e t u r n i n g  w i t h  cod v a l u e d  a t  $566,264.  The C i v i l  War b r o u g h t  a  
new m a r i t i m e  t echno logy  i n t o  p l a y .  The demand f o r  f i s h  c r e a t e d  
" f l u s h  times" and t h e  new and l a r g e r  v e s s e l s  o f t e n  had s t e e l  h u l l s  
and l a r g e r  c rews .  ( J e n n i n g s ,  p .  99 )  

I n  t h e  1 8 4 0 s ,  Province town became a  major  wha l ing  p o r t ,  b u t  
P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  whal ing  i n d u s t r y  was v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  
t h a n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  o t h e r  p o r t s .  The v e s s e l s  were s m a l l ,  mos t ly  
s c h o o n e r s  o r  b r i g s ,  and w i t h  few e x c e p t i o n s  under  200 t o n s .  And 
t h e  wha l ing  grounds  were a l m o s t  a lways  i n  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  a l l o w i n g  a  
r e t u r n  t o  P'town t h e  same y e a r .  In  t h e  1830s ,  James Smalley ' s  
b r i g  Imo e n e  made a l m o s t  y e a r l y  8-month voyages ,  o c c a s s  i o n a l l y  
j o i n e  +- by o t h e r  s c h o o n e r s .  The f i r s t  major i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number 
o f  wha l ing  v e s s e l s  o c c u r r e d  i n  1842 when sudden ly  5  s c h o o n e r s ,  4  
b r i g s ,  2  b a r k s ,  and t h e  s h i p  C a r t e r  Braxton l e f t  p o r t  f o r  t h e  
A t l a n t i c  g rounds .  (The C a r t e r  Braxton  was owned by J o s e p h  A t k i n s  
(1765-1851) ,  who had b u i l t  t h e  C e n t r a l  Wharf t h r e e  y e a r s  b e f o r e . )  
The f i r s t  Province town whaler  t o  e n t e r  t h e  I n d i a n  Ocean was 
Abraham S m a l l ' s  186- ton  b a r k  F a i r  i n  1843 ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  
1855 t h a t  twomore v e n t u r e d  t h a t  1. I n  1856 t h r e e  new b a r k s  ( a l l  
t h r e e  above  200 t o n s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e )  a l s o  s a i l e d  f o r  t h e  
I n d i a n  Ocean. But f o r  a  schooner  i n  1868 ,  however ,  t h e  A t l a n t i c  
remained  t h e  home grounds  t o  most .  The f i r s t  and o n l y  v e s s e l  t o  
s a i l  i n t o  t h e  P a c i f i c  -- t h e  dominant  wha l ing  ground f o r  
Nan tucke t ,  t h e  V ineya rd ,  Falmouth,  and New Bedford -- was t h e  
s choone r  Mary E.  Nason i n  1868. I n  1845 ,  a s  many a s  26  s h i p s  and 
520 men were r e p o r t e d  on wha l ing  voyages  --  t h e n  one o f  on ly  f i v e  
towns i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  r e p o r t i n g  t h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  and second o n l y  
t o  N a n t u c k e t ' s  77 s h i p s  and 1900 men. In 1860,  w i t h  26 v e s s e l s ,  
Province town passed  N a n t u c k e t ;  i n  1862 s h e  pas sed  New London; and 
i n  p a s s i n g  Fa i rhaven  i n  1863 ,  Province town became t h e  second  
l a r g e s t  wha l ing  p o r t  i n  t h e  U.S. f o l l o w i n g  N e w  Bedford .  
Province town r e a c h e d  h e r  peak yea r  i n  t h e  yea r  1869,  w i t h  54 
wha l ing  v e s s e l s  r e g i s t e r e d ,  though v i r t u a l l y  a l l  were s c h o o n e r s .  
P robab ly  t h e  l a s t  v e s s e l s  t o  b e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d  by Maine n a t i v e  John  G .  Whitcomb (1834-1901) ,  who 
between 1865 and 1873 c o n s t r u c t e d  s i x  s c h o o n e r s .  

Many of  t h o s e  who d i d n ' t  f i s h  ( o f t e n  t h o s e  r e t i r e d  from t h e  s e a )  
tended t h e  s a l t  works.  I n  1831,  Province town had n e a r l y  148 ,000  
f e e t  of  s a l t w o r k s ,  f o u r t h  l a r g e s t  q u a n t i t y  i n  t h e  coun ty .  Among 
t h e  e i g h t  l a r g e s t  o p e r a t o r s  i n  t h e  coun ty  were  J o n a t h a n  Nickerson  
and Joseph  A t k i n s .  I n  1837 Province town r e a c h e d  t h e  peak of t h e  
b u s i n e s s  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  f i s h i n g  f l e e t .  I t s  78 sets o f  works were  
second o n l y  t o  D e n n i s ,  b u t  i t s  employment,  156  men, was t h e  
h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  I ts  o u t p u t ,  48 ,960  b u s h e l s ,  was t h i r d  
a f t e r  Yarmouth and Denn i s .  The removal  of  t h e  bounty  and 
p r o t e c t i v e  d u t y  k i l l e d  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  P' town more q u i c k l y  t h a n  
a l m o s t  anywhere e lse .  By 1855 o n l y  f i v e  works were l e f t ,  manned 
by two men. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The l a r g e s t  number of s u r v i v i n g  houses  d a t e  from 
t h i s  p e r  i od .  S to ry -and-a -ha l f  g a b l e  r o o f e d ,  d o u b l e - p i l e  h o u s e s  
w i t h  ex t ended  s t u d  h e i g h t  remain  p o p u l a r ;  a b o u t  17 examples  of 
f i v e  bays  s u r v i v e ,  abou t  s e v e n  o f  f o u r  b a y s ,  one o f  t h r e e  b a y s .  
Small numbers of two- s to ry  , d o u b l e - p i l e  houses  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  
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c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i n  t h r e e -  , f o u r -  , and p r i m a r i l y  f i v e - b a y ,  d o u b l e  

i n t e r i o r  chimney,  c e n t e r  e n t r y  v e r s i o n s  ; t h e  l a t t e r  g roup  i n c l u d e s  
some of  t h e  town 's  most h e a v i l y  ornamented Greek R e v i v a l  h o u s e s ,  
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  p i l a s t e r s  and wide c o r n i c e  b o a r d s .  

Dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  house  t y p e s  were i n t r o d u c e d ,  
and a s  a  g roup  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  most common s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  
The most common of t h e s e  t y p e s  is a  s t o r y  and a  h a l f  i n  h e i g h t ,  
t h r e e  bays  i n  w i d t h ,  w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  a  s i d e  b a y ,  and i n t e r i o r  
chimney;  a b o u t  4 0  o f  t h e s e  s u r v i v e .  The town h o l d s  a  number of 
s i g n i  f i c a n t  r e l a t e d  h o u s e s  o f  f o u r  b a y s  ( abou t  s i x  e x a m p l e s ) ,  f i v e  
b a y s  ( a b o u t  f o u r ) ,  and some t h r e e - b a y  examples  w i t h  t h e  appea rance  
o f  two t i e r s  o f  rooms b e n e a t h  t h e  g a b l e  r o o f .  An a d d i t i o n a l  35 
examples  a r e  a  f u l l  two-and-a-half  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  over  20 
i n  t h e  t h ree -bay  form. S e v e r a l  (about  t e n )  o f  t h e  t y p e  i n c l u d e  a 
l a t e r a l  e l l  t o  form an  L-shaped p l a n .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  a r e  
ornamented w i t h  s i m p l e  Greek c o r n i c e s  , p i l a s t e r s  , and door  
s u r r o u n d s .  I s o l a t e d  examples  of  more e l a b o r a t e  s t y l i s t i c  
m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  s i n g l e -  and d o u b l e - s t o r y  p o r t i c o e s ,  
o c c a s i o n a l l y  over  p o r c h e s  under t h e  p r imary  roo f  form. L a t e r  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e s e  house  t y p e s  were  b u i l t  w i t h  I t a l i a n a t e  ornament  
a t  d o o r s  and b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e s ;  a b o u t  t e n  a r e  two-and-a-half  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ;  abou t  f i v e  a r e  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f .  

I n  a b o u t  1850 ,  houses  were moved o f f  Long P o i n t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town 's  r e l i g i o u s  denomina t ions  a c t i v e l y  
expanded and r e b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The U n i t a r i a n  S o c i e t y  
b u i l t  a  house  i n  1829-30; i t  was renamed C h r i s t i a n  Union u n t i l  
1847 when i t  was s o l d  t o  t h e  Wesleyan M e t h o d i s t s .  Tha t  same year  
t h e  g r o u p  became avowedly U n i v e r s a l i s t  and b u i l t  t h e i r  
mee t inghouse ;  i t  is a  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s q u a r e  tower i n  
t h r e e  s t a g e s  and f o u r  p i l a s t e r s  on i t s  f a c a d e ;  i t s  i n t e r i o r  trompe 
1 ' o e i l  is  e x c e p t i o n a l .  The C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  b u i l t  t h e i r  f o u r t h  
church  i n  1843 ,  r emode l l ed  i n  1873;  i t  i s  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form w i t h  
b r a c k e t e d  ornament .  

The M e t h o d i s t s  b u i l t  a  mee t inghouse  o f  unknown appea rance  i n  1847;  
i t  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1860 by t h e  C e n t e r  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church,  
now t h e  H e r i t a g e  Museum. The g a b l e  f r o n t  form employs a  deep  
p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r y  p o r t i c o  and t w o - t i e r e d  o c t a g o n a l  tower  ; t h e  
ornament  is a  R e n a i s s a n c e  R e v i v a l  v o c a b u l a r y  employing  round  
headed  windows, t i e r s  o f  a r c a d e s  i n  t h e  p o r t i c o ,  and tower .  I n  
1865 t h e  Wesleyan M e t h o d i s t s  a l s o  r e b u i l t ,  b u t  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of 
t h e  Cen tena ry  Church is unknown. 

The town c o n s t r u c t e d  a  town house  i n  1851 ,  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  i n  
h e i g h t ,  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  w i th  f o u r  I o n i c  columns surmounted by a  
s q u a r e  and oc t agon  c l o c k  tower ;  t h i s  burned  i n  1877. Masons 
c o n s t r u c t e d  a  two-s to ry  mansard h a l l  i n  1870. The s c h o o l  o f  1844 
on Commercial S t r e e t  is a  two-s to ry  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  s q u a r e  tower 
and c e n t e r  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  g a b l e  end .  

Commercial: Gable  f r o n t  shops  w i t h  r e t a i n  s p a c e  and 
s t o r a g e l r e s i d e n t i a l  s p a c e  i n  t h e  g a r r e t  and s t o r y  abou t  s u r v i v e  on 
Commercial S T r e e t .  The Seaman's Sav ings  Bank (1851) i s  a  2 
1 1 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  c e n t e r  e n t r y .  
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T r a n s p o r t a t i o n :  The Bradford  B i l f o r d  H o t e l  o f  1858 is  a n  L-p lan  
t h r e e - s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

The Cape Cod Branch of t h e  Old Colony R a i l r o a d  f i n a l l y  ex t ended  
s e r v i c e  t o  Province town i n  1873,  and t h e  l i n e  was ex t ended  t o  
R a i l r o a d  Wharf i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of  town. The same y e a r ,  
Bradford  S t r e e t ,  r u n n i n g  p a r a l l e l  t o  Commercial S t r e e t  one b lock  
i n l a n d ,  was opened.  I n  1877 ,  t h e  b r i d g e  o v e r  E a s t  Harbor was 
d i s c a r d e d ,  and a  s o l i d  roadway was b u i l t .  

P o p u l a t i o n  

Province town was one o f  t h e  o n l y  towns i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  t o  show 
any n e t  g a i n  a t  a l l  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  ( t h e  o t h e r s  b e i n g  B a r n s t a b l e  and 
Fa lmouth) .  Between 1870 and 1915,  t h e  town grew by 11%,  r e a c h i n g  
4295 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  The town ' s  a l l - t i m e  peak p o p u l a t i o n  was 
r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  c e n s u s  yea r  of 1890 when, w i t h  4 , 6 4 2  p e r s o n s ,  
P ' town was t h e  l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  (For most o f  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  P ' town ranked  second beh ind  B a r n s t a b l e .  ) The l a r g e s t  p a r t  
o f  t h i s  growth was i n  t h e  f i v e  yea r  p e r i o d  1870-1875. 

The i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of P o r t u g u e s e - b o r n  r e s i d e n t s  was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  much o f  t h i s  g rowth .  Between 1875,  when n a t i v e  
P o r t u g u e s e  made up 13.5% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and 1905,  when t h e y  
made 23%, t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  were much t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  e t h n i c  g r o u p  
i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  By t h e  1890s ,  when Wadlin d e s c i b e d  t h e  d e c l i n e  
o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  on t h e  Cape, e t h n i c i t y  was c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  
t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  f i s h e r y  a  man engaged i n .  The P o r t u g u e s e  
supp lyed  f r e s h  f i s h  t o  Boston m a r k e t s ,  w h i l e  t h e  cod f i she rmen  
f i s h i n g  o f f  t h e  banks were l a r g e l y  from Nova S c o t i a .  The men of 
t h e  whale  and macke re l  f i s h e r i e s ,  and t h e  s h o r e  f i she rmen  were 
m o s t l y  n a t i v e  bo rn  (Wadl in ,  p.  5 7 ) .  

Over t h e  p e r i o d ,  Province town had a  modera te  g a i n  o f  11% i n  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  1875 ,  i t s  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  of  23% was t h e  
l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  The P o r t u g u e s e - s p e a k i n g  made 
up t h e  l a r g e s t  immigrant  g r o u p ,  w i t h  59% o f  t h e  town's  
f o r e i g n - b o r n .  Canadians  made up  20%, and I r i s h  made u p  9%. By 
1905 ,  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p r o p o r t i o n  had grown t o  28%, s t i l l  t h e  
h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  P o r t u g u e s e - s p e a k i n g  immigrants  were by 
f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p ,  making up 81% o f  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  t o t a l .  
Nova S c o t i a n s  compr ised  10% o f  t h e  t own ' s  immigran t s .  The number 
o f  employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  1905 were n o t  much g r e a t e r  t h a n  
t h a t  i n  1875. F i s h i n g ,  however ,  became an even more w i d e s p r e a d  
o c c u p a t i o n ,  g rowing  from 37% t o  47% o f  t h e  male employment f o r c e .  
While  29% o f  work ing  males  were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  m a r i n e r s  i n  1875,  
o n l y  15% were employed i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  1905. Ehployment i n  
mechanics  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a l s o  d e c l i n e d ,  from 14% t o  10%. 

S t .  P e t e r ' s  Church was b u i l t  i n  1874 t o  s e r v e  t h e  t own ' s  l a r g e  
Roman C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n .  Numerous v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s  were  
formed i n  t h e  1880s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Kn igh t s  of Honor,  t h e  Daughters  
of  Rebecca ,  t h e  Order o f  t h e  I r o n  H a l l ,  Royal Arcanurn, t h e  Royal MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Provincetown



S o c i e t y  o f  Good F e l l o w s ,  and a  Women's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance 
Union. Mutual b e n e f i t  s o c i e t i e s  were a l s o  o r g a n i z e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  Seamen's R e l i e f  S o c i e t y ,  Province town Mutual B e n e f i t  S o c i e t y ,  
F i r e m e n ' s  Mutual L i f e  I n s u r a n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and S t .  P e t e r ' s  Aid 
S o c i e t y .  

The l a s t  decades  of  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw a  r i s e  i n  t h e  numbers of 
s e a s o n a l  r e s o r t  v i s i t o r s .  The p i c t u r e q u e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  
v i l l a g e  and t h e  r emarkab le  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  l i g h t  soon 
a t t r a c t e d  a  summer a r t i s t  c o n t i n g e n t .  I n  1899 ,  t h e  Cape Cod 
School  of  A r t  was founded by C h a r l e s  Hawthorne,  and by p e r i o d ' s  
end ,  f i v e  summer a r t  s c h o o l s  were i n  o p e r a t i o n  and a t t r a c t i n g  
numbers of s t u d e n t s .  The P rov ince town  A r t  A s s o c i a t i o n  was formed 
i n  1914. The n e x t  yea r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had 147 members. By t h e  
end  of  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  a r t i s t s  had been j o i n e d  by a  g roup  o f  
l i t e r a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  bohemians .  P o e t s ,  n o v e l i s t s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s ,  
s o c i a l i s t s ,  r a d i c a l s ,  c r i t i c s  , and d i l l e t a n t e s  c o n g r e g a t e d  t o  form 
a  s m a l l  a n t i e s t a b l i s h m e n t  summer co lony .  T h i s  group  formed t h e  
Province town P l a y e r s  T h e a t e r  i n  1915 ,  l o c a t e d  i n  a  c o n v e r t e d  f i s h  
house  on one of  t h e  t own ' s  wharves .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

S e t t l e m e n t  expans ion  c o n t i n u e d  th rough  t h e  f i r s t  two decades  of 
t h e  p e r i o d ,  s t i m u l a t e d  by growth i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  
coming of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  1873. Development a f t e r  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
peak o f  c a .  1890 was o r i e n t e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  toward t h e  growing 
summer r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y ,  a l t h o u g h  m a r i t i m e  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
have  an impact  on t h e  l o c a l  l a n d s c a p e .  

Growth a l o n g  t h e  Commercial  S t r e e t  wa te r  f r o n t  c o n t i n u e d ,  and a t  
t h e  peak o f  s h i p  t r a f f i c ,  54 d i f f e r e n t  p i e r s  ex t ended  i n t o  t h e  
bay .  A f t e r  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  r a i l  s e r v i c e  i n  1873 ,  t h e  l o c a l  
b u s i n e s s  f o c u s  s h i f t e d  e a s t w a r d  t o  t h e  Old Colony Wharf (now 
MacMillan Wharf) ,  w i th  t h e  pas senge r  s t a t i o n  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of  
Bradford  S t r e e t  a t  S t a n d i s h ,  and c a r  and e n g i n e  house  f a c i l i t i e s  
t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  ceme te ry .  The new p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
was l o c a t e d  on  Commercial S t r e e t  a  b lock  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  new 
r a i l r o a d  f o c u s  i n  1874. When t h e  town h a l l l h i g h  s c h o o l  burned i n  
1877 ,  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  (1880)  was r e b u i l t  on t h e  h i g h l a n d  t o  t h e  west 
o f  t h e  o l d  s i t e ,  b u t  a  monumental town h a l l  was r e l o c a t e d  t o  
Commercial S t r e e t  a t  Ryder S t r e e t ,  a t  t h e  newly emerg ing  
commerc ia l  c e n t e r .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Community i n  1874 
b u i l t  i t s  new e d i f i c e ,  S a i n t  P e t e r ' s ,  on a  r e l a t i v e l y  p e r i p h e r a l  
s i t e  on P r i n c e  S t r e e t  n e a r  t h e  F i r s t  Cemetery.  

By t h e  1880s ,  c o n t i n u o u s  development  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  Commercial 
S t r e e t  f o r  t h r e e  miles. I n t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  growth between 
Commercial and Bradford  S t r e e t  r e a c h e d  e a s t  t o  Dyer,  and had 
pushed n o r t h  of Brad fo rd  on P e a r l  and Conwell  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
c o r r i d o r .  West o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  development  ex t ended  n o r t h  o f  
Brad fo rd  toward t h e  cemeteries , a s  w e l l  a s  a l o n g  Race r o a d ,  and a  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  Azorean and Cape Verdean f i s h i n g  f a m i l i e s  had 
deve loped  i n  t h e  t own ' s  West End. L i t t l e  new development  took 
p l a c e  o u t s i d e  t h e  bay s h o r e ,  b u t  s m a l l  c l u s t e r s  e x i s t e d  a t  Race 
P o i n t  L i g h t ,  Long P o i n t  L i g h t ,  and Wood P o i n t  L i g h t  (1872) .  
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S e t t l e m e n t  e x p a n s i o n  slowed a f t e r  1890. New c o l d  s t o r a g e  f i s h  
p l a n t s  were b u i l t  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e ,  and by p e r i o d ' s  end ,  s i x  o f  
t h e s e  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  town. The w a t e r f r o n t  d e c l i n e d ,  however ,  
and h a l f  of  t h e  town 's  long-wharves  were swept  away by t h e  
P o r t l a n d  Gale o f  1898. The growing l o c a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  toward 
t o u r i s m  and t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c  env i ronmen t  was symbol ized  by t h e  
s u c c e s s f u l  promotion of  a  monumental commemorative tower a t  t h e  
o n s e t  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  1907 c o n s t r u c t i o n  began on t h e  
P i l g r i m  Monument on  High P o l e  H i l l ,  and i n  1910 t h e  tower was 
d e d i c a t e d .  By t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  had been b r i n g i n g  
i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  summer r e s o r t  s e e k e r s ,  and by t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a  s m a l l  summer a r t i s t  co lony  had a l s o  
deve loped  i n  t h e  t own ' s  E a s t  End. By p e r i o d ' s  e n d ,  Day ' s  
Lumberyard on P e a r l  S t r e e t  had opened r e n t a l  a r t i s t  l o f t s  f o r  t h e  
growing a r t i s t  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t s  a t  
t h e  summer p a i n t i n g  s c h o o l s  had been j o i n e d  by a  bohemian l i t e r a r y  
c o n t i n g e n t  t h a t  a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  summer months.  

D ,  Economic Base 

I n  1875 ,  Province town r e p o r t e d  251  c o a s t w i s e  and 36  ocean  v e s s e l s  
i n  s e r v i c e  -- bo th  f i g u r e s  e x c e e d i n g  e v e r y  o t h e r  community i n  t h e  
s t a t e  i n c l u d i n g  Boston.  The r a i l r o a d  came t o  Province town a t  a  
f o r t u i t o u s  moment, c o i n c i d e n t  w i th  t h e  e a r l y  development  o f  t h e  
f r e s h - f  i s h  demand from t h e  wes t  and o t h e r  p l a c e s  no l o n g e r  c o n t e n t  
w i t h  d r i e d  cod. The P o r t u g u e s e  were t h e  f i r s t  t o  a t t e m p t  t h e  
f r e s h  f i s h  i n d u s t r y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  o f f  - s eason  when t h e y  were home 
from t h e  Grand Banks. (The P o r t u g u e s e  r e a c h e d  Province town d u r i n g  
t h e  y e a r s  1885-90, when t h e  Grand Banks f i s h e r y  was a t  i t s  l o w e s t  
ebb a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  number o f  v e s s e l s  engaged and c a t c h  per  c r a f t ,  
and f a i l i n g  t o  f i n d  p l a c e s  a w a i t i n g  them on s a l t  cod f i s h i n g  
v e s s e l s  a s  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  had i n  former  y e a r s ,  t h e y  took t h e  
work t h a t  o f f e r e d - -  f r e s h  f i s h i n g .  [Yarmouth R e g i s t e r  8 /31 /1895:  
21)  Ice h a r v e s t s  were begun i n  Province town abou t  1870,  b u t  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  expanded r a p i d l y  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  r a i l  s h i p m e n t s .  Between 
1870 and 1890,  a l l  t y p e s  o f  f i s h i n g  boomed i n  Province town:  t h e  
cod f i s h e r y  was second o n l y  t o  G l o u c e s t e r  a s  l a r g e  s c h o o n e r s  
b rough t  home from t h e  banks  a s  much a s  3500 q u i n t a l s  o f  s a l t  cod 
from h a n d - l i n e  d o r i e s ;  t h e r e  was a l s o  a  l a r g e  f l e e t  o f  macke re l  
c a t c h e r s ;  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number o f  f i she rmen  took f r e s h  f i s h  t o  
m a r k e t ;  and a  numerous f l e e t  o f  s m a l l  b o a t s  engaged i n  s h o r e  
f i s h e r i e s .  The town was f u l l  o f  b u s t l e ,  Wadlin wro te  i n  1897 ,  w i t h  
s h i p  c a r p e n t e r s ,  c a l k e r s ,  p a i n t e r s ,  r i g g e r s ,  s a i l  make r s ,  
b l a c k s m i t h s ,  t h r e e  m a r i n e  r a i l w a y s ,  and a  l a r g e  number o f  f i t t i n g  
s t o r e s  . 
The d e p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  e a r l y  1890s ,  however ,  b r o u g h t  r u i n  t o  many 
o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  f i r m s ,  w h i l e  t h e  low p r i c e  o f  o i l  r u i n e d  t h e  
w h a l i n g  i n d u s t r y .  The Banks '  cod f i s h e r y  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r l y  from 
t h e  low p r i c e  o f  Nova S c o t i a  cod which P' town men c o u l d  n o t  
match .  "For t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s , "  Wadlin w r o t e ,  " t h e  f i s h e r i e s  
have  decayed v e r y  r a p i d l y ,  owing t o  s m a l l  f a r e s  and i n a d e q u a t e  
ca sh  r e t u r n s .  Th i s  h a s  b r o u g h t  t h e  v e s s e l s  i n  d e b t ,  p u s h i n g  t h e  
f i s h i n g  f i r m s  i n t o  b a n k r u p t c y ,  and r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  
f i s h i n g  c r a f t  and t h e i r  removal  from t h e  town." Between 1885 and 
1895,  t h e  number o f  s c h o o n e r s  i n  Province town f e l l  from 114 t o  
47 .  Adding t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y ' s  woes was t h e  P o r t l a n d  Gale  of  1898 ,  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Provincetown



which swept  away n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  t own ' s  n e a r l y  f i f t y  wharves .  
I n  1900 650 f i s h e r m e n  manned 6 2  v e s s e l s .  Of t h e s e ,  o n l y  s i x  went 
s a l t - b a n k i n g  t o  t h e  Grand Bank, w h i l e  t h e  res t  f i s h e d  on  Georges 
Bank and o t h e r  nea rby  g r o u n d s .  By t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  1914 ,  
t h e r e  were on ly  f i f t e e n  v e s s e l s  o v e r  35 t o n s ,  14 o f  them s c h o o n e r s .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  l o c a l  f i s h e r i e s  p i cked  up ,  and t h e  number of 
weirs jumped from 5 t o  1 3 ,  t o  which macke re l  f i she rmen  a t t r i b u t e d  
t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  of  t h a t  f i s h .  Weirs c a u g h t  l a r g e  numbers of 
b a i t  f i s h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  m a c k e r e l ,  cod ,  w h i t i n g ,  p o l l o c k ,  and o t h e r  
f i s h .  The t r a p  f i s h e r m e n  were g e n e r a l l y  p a i d  by t h e  l o c a l  c o l d  
s t o r a g e  p l a n t s  t o  tend  t h e  weirs and t r a p s .  The f i r s t  c o l d  
s t o r a g e  f r e e z e r  on t h e  Cape ,  made p o s s i b l e  by t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t h e  
yea r  b e f o r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  ammonia f r e e z e r s  i n  t h e  U.S., was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1892 by D. F. S m a l l ,  who formed t h e  Province town 
Cold S t o r a g e  Company. Two more c o l d  s t o r a g e  companies were  
o r g a n i z e d  i n  1900 and 1907. 

When t h e  Province town s c h o o n e r s  were l a i d  up f o r  t h e  w i n t e r ,  
German n o t e d ,  h e r  f i s h e r m e n  s p e n t  t h e  o f f  s e a s o n  s e t t i n g  t r a w l s  
f rom t h e  r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  power d o r i e s ,  p r e p a r e d  f i s h  weirs o r  
t r a p s ,  o r  dragged f o r  f l o u n d e r  w i t h  beam t r a w l s .  The number o f  
t r a w l s  i n  u se  c l imbed from 2 7  i n  1898 t o  126  i n  1908. By 1910 
most o f  t h e  beam t r a w l s  had been  r e p l a c e d  by t h e  new o t t e r  t r a w l s ,  
f i r s t  i n t r o d u c e d  by a  Boston s t eam v e s s e l  i n  1905. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  number o f  cod and macke re l  s c h o o n e r s ,  
t h e  v a l u e  o f  f i s h  t aken  i n  1915 ,  $679,544,  exceeded  e v e r y  o t h e r  
community i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  e x c e p t  G l o u c e s t e r  and Bos ton .  In  t h e  
s t u d y  u n i t ,  i t s  n e x t  n e a r e s t  r i v a l  was B a r n s t a b l e .  I n  cod ,  
m a c k e r e l ,  f l o u n d e r ,  haddock ,  and h e r r i n g ,  no  o t h e r  community i n  
t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  came c l o s e  t o  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  f i g u r e s  r e p o r t e d  by 
t h e  Province town f i s h i n g  f l e e t .  

Whaling c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  U n t i l  s u r p a s s e d  by San 
F r a n c i s c o  i n  1884,  Province town was t h e  second  l a r g e s t  wha l ing  
p o r t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  N e w  Bedford .  As l a t e  a s  1899 ,  t h e  town 
s t i l l  had 10 w h a l e r s  r e g i s t e r e d  and 8  i n  1906.  

Other  r e l a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  two f a c t o r i e s  f o r  
f i s h  c a n n i n g ,  c o r d a g e ,  and c a r r i a g e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  17 s h i p  and b o a t  
b u i l d i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  N i c k e r s o n ' s  Whale and Menhadden O i l  
Works, a  f e r t i l i z e r  company e s t a b l i s h e d  on  H e r r i n g  Cove i n  1886,  
was s a i d  t o  be one o f  t h e  most p e r f e c t  p l a n t s  of i t s  k ind  on t h e  
c o a s t .  One o f  t h e  o n l y  non-mar i t ime  i n d u s t r i e s  was t h e  P u r i t a n  
S h i r t  Company (1886-1896) ,  a  b ranch  of  t h e  Leomins te r  S h i r t  
Company. About 1890,  t h e  company employed 100-200 women. (The 
Nicke r son  f ami ly  a p p e a r s  t o  have  been connec ted  w i t h  t h e  f i r m  a t  
v a r i o u s  t i m e s ,  and t h e  company's p r e s e n c e  i n  Province town may have  
been due t o  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  .) A s h o e  f a c t o r y ,  t h e  Province town 
Boot & Shoe Co . , which r a n  f o r  a  yea r  o r  s o  "proved a  comple te  and 
d i s a s t r o u s  f a i l u r e . "  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A s  t h e  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  t o t a l  s t a b i l i z e d ,  t h e  
number o f  new s t r u c t u r e s  d e c l i n e d .  Sma l l e r  numbers were  b u i l t ,  
however ,  i n  an i n c r e a s i n g  number of s t y l i s t i c  m o t i f s ,  and a  wider 
r a n g e  o f  house  t y p e s .  Most numerous were s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f  , 
t h r e e - b a y  mansard roo f  h o u s e s ,  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  most common 
g a b l e  r o o f  t y p e  i n  s i z e ;  b o t h  f o u r -  and f  ive-bay  examples  a r e  
known, a s  a r e  s i d e  and c e n t e r  e n t r i e s .  La rge r  2  112  s t o r y  
examples  employ towers  a t  t h e i r  c e n t e r  e n t r i e s .  The Queen Anne 
s t y l e  houses  i n  t h e  town a r e  2  112 s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i th  c o r n e r  
t o w e r s ,  p o r c h e s ,  bay windows, and f a c a d e  g a b l e s  o r  dormers .  
S h i n g l e  S t y l e  h o u s e s ,  t o o ,  a r e  2  112  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  and employ 
l a r g e  gambre l  r o o f s  o r  m u l t i p l e  dormers  i n  t h e i r  g a b l e  r o o f s  and 
f u l l  p o r c h e s ;  one  example r e s e m b l i n g  an  Oak B l u f f s  l a r g e  
campground house  i s  known. Sma l l e r  and p l a i n e r  h o u s e s ,  s a i d  t o  
h a v e  been b u i l t  b y l f o r  t h e  P o r t u g u e s e  ( ? )  a r e  s t o r y - a n d - a - h a l f ,  
g a b l e  r o o f  h o u s e s ,  w i t h  e n t r y  i n t o  one end o f  t h e  four -bay  f a c a d e  
and a  s m a l l  k i t c h e n  annex a t  t h e  h o u s e ' s  o p p o s i t e  end.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  s h i f t  from e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
t o  s e c u l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  ' a c t i v i t i e s  became comple t e .  Only one 
c h u r c h ,  S t .  P e t e r  t h e  A p o s t l e ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i n  1874 ;  t h e  
s i m p l e  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  is a  s i n g l e  s t o r y  i n  h e i g h t  w i th  a  
s q u a r e  b e l f r y  surmounted by an ogee  dome, s m a l l  porch over  t h e  
e n t r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  r o s e  window, and round heads  on a l l  windows. 
The town r e p l a c e d  i t s  burned  town house  i n  1877;  i t  is a  l a r g e  2  
1 1 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i th  p r o j e c t i n g  pedimented e n t r y  
e x t e n d i n g  t h e  f u l l  h e i g h t ;  i t  is  ornamented by many p a i r e d  
p i l a s t e r s  and a  c e n t r a l  c l o c k  tower whose brown c o l o r  may r e f l e c t  
t h e  o r i g i n a l .  The town l i b r a r y  is  housed i n  a  t h r e e - b a y ,  
t h r e e - s t o r y  , c e n t e r  e n t r y  mansard s t r u c t u r e .  The town 's  s u r v i v i n g  
1880 f i r e  s t a t i o n s  a r e  un ique  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ;  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  form,  
t h e y  a r e  2  112  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i th  a  f i r s t  f l o o r  wide door t o  
accommodate a  s i n g l e  e n g i n e ,  a  s i d e  e n t r y  t o  t h e  second  and a t t i c  
s t o r a g e  a r e a s ,  w i t h  c u p o l a s  f o r  hose  d r y i n g .  F i v e  s u r v i v e ,  t h e  
c e n t e r  example t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  and w e l l  p r e s e r v e d .  The Odd 
Fe l lows  c o n s t r u c t e d  a  l a r g e  2  1 1 2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
1880 w i t h  o rnamen ta l  s h i n g l e s  and s ti ckwork t r i m .  

Commercial:  P e r i o d  shops  were  housed i n  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e s  
w i t h  l a r g e  windows i n t o  r e t a i l  s p a c e  and a  g a r r e t ,  o r  f u l l  f l o o r  
and g a r r e t  above f o r  s t o r a g e  and /o r  r e s i d e n c e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  
1892 bank i s  2  112 s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  f u l l y  windowed on t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  w i t h  b r a c k e t e d  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and c o r n i c e .  The 1873 d e p o t ,  
s i n g l e - s t o r y  and g a b l e  r o o f e d ,  h a s  been  a l t e r e d .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s  

A t  t h e  s t a r t  of  t h e  p e r i o d ,  l o c a l  r o a d s  remained unpaved. By t h e  
mid-1920s,  however,  U.S. Route  6  (now 6A) was ex t ended  i n t o  town 
from T r u r o  t o  t h e  e a s t ,  and fo l lowed  Commercial S t r e e t  i n t o  t h e  
town c e n t e r .  By t h e  mid 1930s ,  Bradford  S t r e e t  was a l s o  improved 
and  a  s c e n i c  paved r o u t e  looped  th rough  t h e  P r o v i n c e l a n d s  
R e s e r v a t i o n ,  w i t h  a  branch  t o  Race P o i n t  ( P r o v i n c e  Land Road-Race MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Provincetown



P o i n t  Road). By t h e  e a r l y  1930s ,  a i r  s e r v i c e  was p rov ided  by t h e  
Province town A i r p o r t ,  w i t h  a  l a n d i n g  s t r i p  s o u t h  of  t h e  Race P o i n t  
Coas t  Guard S t a t i o n .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n  

P rov ince town ,  u n l i k e  most o f  t h e  towns i n  B a r n s t a b l e  Coun ty ,  l o s t  
p o p u l a t i o n  between 1915 and 1940,  d e c l i n i n g  from 4295 t o  3668 
between t h e  two d a t e s .  The o n l y  d i s c r e p a n c y  from t h i s  p a t t e r n  
o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  f i v e - y e a r  Depres s ion  p e r i o d  1930-35, when t h e  town 
grew a t  an a v e r a g e  r a t e  o f  52.6 p e r s o n s  per  yea r  - -  a  r a t e  n o t  
s e e n  s i n c e  t h e  boom p e r i o d  o f  t h e  P a n i c  o f  1872. (When a l l  e lse  
f a i l s ,  c a t c h  f i s h  f o r  a  l i v i n g ! )  

The immigra t ion  a c t s  of  1921  and 1924 s h a r p l y  c u r t a i l e d  t h e  i n f l u x  
o f  n a t i v e  P o r t u g u e s e ,  and by 1940 t h e  number o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
r e s i d e n t s  i n  P rov ince town  ( n o t  b roken  down e t h n i c a l l y )  was h a l f  
t h a t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  
o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  i n  P ' t o w n ,  15 .1%,  was s t i l l  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  
s t u d y  u n i t ,  b u t  f o r  Oak B l u f f s '  15.3%. 

Province town had a  r e s i d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  l o s s  oof 15% d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  g a i n  o f  26%. I n  1915,  t h e  
t o w n ' s  27% f o r e i g n - b o r n  remained t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  
immigrants  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  
remained  overwhelmingly  Por  tuguese-speak  i n g  (83%).  Canad ians  made 
up an  a d d i t i o n a l  11%. By 1940,  t h e  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  had 
d e c l i n e d  t o  15%, s t i l l ,  however ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  
Enployment o p p o r t u n i t i e s  remained  abou t  t h e  same i n  1915 ,  w i t h  41% 
o f  t h e  male  work fo rce  employed i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s .  Mechanics and 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s  made up 16%, a n d ;  18% o f  t h e  t own ' s  males  were 
engaged i n  t r a d e ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  

Province town c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t  t r a c t  summer v i s i t o r s  , and t h e  
s e a s o n a l  and permanent a r t i s t i c  and l i t e r a r y  community c o n t i n u e d  
t o  grow,  a s  Europeans and r e t u r n i n g  e x p a t r i a t e  Americans j o i n e d  
t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  bohemian c o l o n y .  For t h i s  g r o u p ,  t h e  
Beachcombers Club (1916)  and t h e  S i x e s  and Sevens  Cof feehouse  
(1920) were  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  n o c t u r n a l  g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e s .  By 
p e r i o d ' s  end ,  t h e  town had become t h e  f o c u s  o f  a r t  and l i t e r a r y  
p r o d u c t i o n  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t e .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The c o n t i n u e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  summer t o u r i s t s  t h rough  t h e  p e r i o d  
s t i m u l a t e d  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e a s o n a l  r e s o r t  
r e s i d e n c e s - - p r  imar i l y  c o t t a g e s - - a t  t h e  edges  of t h e  v i l l a g e  a r e a .  
I n  t h e  e a s t ,  development  e x t e n d e d  a l o n g  Commercial S t r e e t  t o  t h e  
B r a d f o r d  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  A t  t h e  t own ' s  e a s t e r n  b o r d e r ,  
c o t t a g e  development  was i n i t i a t e d  a t  Mayflower H e i g h t s .  N e w  
r e s i d e n c e s  were  s c a t t e r e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  o f  B r a d f o r d ,  w i t h  a  
new c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  * the  Race Road a r e a .  New h o u s e s  were a l s o  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  West End i n  t h e  Tremont S t r e e t  a r e a  and a t  t h e  
w e s t e r n  ex t r eme  o f  Commercial S t r e e t .  Some i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
a d d i t i o n s  were  made, i n c l u d i n g  a  c a .  1930 p o s t  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  on 
Commercial S t r e e t ,  a  new h i g h  s c h o o l  (1933) and S t .  Mary o f  t h e  
Harbor  E p i s c o p a l  Church (1936)  i n  t h e  E a s t  End. N e w  r e n t a l  a r t i s t  MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Provincetown



s t u d i o s  were b u i l t  i n  1923 on Brewster  S t r e e t .  More 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  a r t i s t  and bohemian communit ies  i n i t i a t e d  a  
p r o c e s s  o f  b u i l d i n g  r e u s e ,  marked i n  1916 by t h e  open ing  o f  b o t h  
t h e  Beachcombers Club and t h e  Lewis Wharf Province town P layhouse  
i n  c o n v e r t e d  f i s h  h o u s e s ,  and t h e  p e r i o d  saw c o n t i n u e d  a l t e r a t i o n  
o f  warehouses ,  s a i l  l o f t s ,  and b a r n s  i n t o  s t u d i o s ,  g a l l e r i e s ,  and 
r e s o r t - o r i e n t e d  shops .  

D. Economic Base 

P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  i n d u s t r  i a l  a c t i v i t y  was l a r g e l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h o s e  
i n d u s t r i e s  c o l l a t e r a l  t o  t h e  f i s h i n g  t r a d e :  a  c a n n e r y ,  c o d - l i v e r  
o i l  p l a n t ,  and by 1922, s e v e n  f i s h  f r e e z e r s ,  t h o u g h t  t o  be  more 
t h a n  any o t h e r  town i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  ( M i l l e t t ,  p . 4 7 ) .  

The growth of  t h e  f i s h  f r e e z e r s  r e f l e c t s  a  b a s i c  change i n  t h e  
Province town f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  l a s t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  l a r g e  f l e e t  
engaged i n  s a l t  cod f i s h i n g  on t h e  d i s t a n t  banks  of  Newfoundland 
and Nova S c o t i a .  Mi l l e t t  (1922)  r e p o r t s  t h a t  by h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  cod 
f l e e t s  had s h i f t e d  t o  Bos ton ,  where t h e  f l e e t  c o u l d  marke t  t h e i r  
c a t c h  f r e s h .  F lounder  became one o f  t h e  c h i e f  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  
Province town f l e e t ,  a b o u t  87% o f  which was s h i p p e d  t o  t h e  N e w  York 
m a r k e t ;  t h e  r e s t  t o  Boston.  The f r e e z e r s  were f i l l e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  
w i t h  h e r r i n g ,  w h i t i n g ,  s q u i d ,  and m a c k e r e l ,  l a r g e l y  c a u g h t  from 
t r a p s  and weirs. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  N e w  b u i l d i n g s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  r a r e  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  Some gambre l  r o o f e d ,  S h i n g l e  S t y l e  h o u s e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
Dutch C o l o n i a l s ,  were c o n s t r u c t e d .  F ive -bay ,  2  1 1 2 - s t o r y ,  
Georg ian  R e v i v a l  houses  were  a l s o  b u i l t .  Two-and-a-half-s tory , 
p y r a m i d a l  roof  houses  o f  t h r e e  and f i v e  bays were b u i l t ,  a l t h o u g h  
l a r g e r  numbers a r e  known o f  t h e  s m a l l e r ,  bungalow v e r s i o n  o f  t h i s  
t y p e .  Most common d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  and 
m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  h o u s i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  many wharf 
s t r u c t u r e s  , f o r  new r e s i d e n t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h ,  S t .  Mary of  t h e  H a r b o r ,  was 
b u i l t  from a  former  s a l t  house  between 1919 and 1936 ;  t h e  g a b l e  
r o o f e d ,  l o n g ,  low s t r u c t u r e  h a s  i t s  e n t r y  a t  one end o f  t h e  l o n g  
s i d e ,  a  b e l l  tower a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  e n d ;  t h e  c h a n c e l  was once  t h e  
Sand Bar C lub .  

T h e a t r e s :  A number of b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  town were once t h e a t r e s ,  
o r  were r e u s e d  a s  t h e a t r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  c h a n d l e r y ;  some b u i l t  
e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  a s s e m b l i e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  1919 t r i u m p h a l  a r c h  f a c a d e  
b r i c k  t h e a t r e ,  and a  C l a s s i c a l / B e a u x  A r t  example ,  b o t h  on 
Commercial S t r e e t .  

Commercial/Mar i t i m e :  Reuse o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a l a r g e  number o f  s u r v i v i n g  w a t e r f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e s  
now s e r v i n g  a s  s h o p s ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  e tc .  
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

While t h i s  i n v e n t o r y  i n c l u d e s  many of  t h e  town's  s t r u c t u r e s ,  i t  
h a s  s e v e r a l  problems t h a t  make i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  use :  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  
t o  be d u p l i c a t i o n  of  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  is  meager and c o n f u s i n g .  T h i s  t own ' s  b u i l d i n g  s t o c k  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  undergo u s e  c h a n g e s ,  r e p a i r ,  e x p a n s i o n ,  e tc .  t h a t  
r e q u i r e s  c l o s e  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s .  Accura t e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  may r e q u i r e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  due t o  t h e s e  changes .  

The e x i s t i n g  s u r v e y  is i n a d e q u a t e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  
economic u s e s  o f  most o f  P r o v i n c e t o w n ' s  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  
No teab le  work,  however ,  h a s  been done by George Bryant  i n  t h e  a r e a  
o f  h i s  own g r o c e r y  s t o r e  (467  Commercial S t r e e t ) .  T h i s  a r e a  
i n c l u d e d  t h e  s i t e  o f  John  Whitcomb's s h i p y a r d ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  Marine 
Rai lway,  and a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  wharves .  I n  t h i s  a r e a  remain  f i s h  
h o u s e s  and a  s a i l  l o f t  (bo th  from t h e  1 8 4 0 s ) ,  a  b l a c k s m i t h  shop  
( s t i l l  a  s m a l l  f o u n d r y ) ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s .  I f  t h e  
s u r v i v a l  r a t e  is t h i s  good i n  a  l o c a l i t y  where some work h a s  been 
done ,  what must i t  b e  l i k e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  town? 

P a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t e a b l e  among s u r v i v a l s  is t h e  unusua l  f i v e - s t o r y  
b r i c k  and c o n c r e t e  c o l d - s t o r a g e  f a c i l i t y  from c .  1900 ,  when most 
s i m i l a r  f a c i l i t i e s  ( t h e r e  were seven  o t h e r s  i n  P-town a l o n e )  were  
b u i l t  o f  wood. I t  h a s  r e c e n t l y  become t h e  " I c e  House 
Condominiums. 1 I 

The o l d e s t  wharf i n  town a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  
west  o f  MacMillan Wharf. I n  i t s  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  some e l e m e n t s  o f  
e a r l y  wharf t e c h n o l o g y  a r e  v i s i b l e .  I n  t h i s  example ,  15  s t r i n g e r s  
res t  d i r e c t l y  on 15 rows o f  p i l e s ,  marching  o u t  i n t o  t h e  h a r b o r .  
P i l e s  were o r i g i n a l l y  f i t t e d  wi th  wooden t e n o n s .  One of  t h e  p i l e s  
w i t h  such a  tenon  i s  s t i l l  i n  p l a c e  n e x t  t o  i t s  r e p l a c e m e n t .  
P i l e s  were l a t e r  f a s t e n e d  t o  s t r i n g e r s  u s i n g  wrough t - i ron  p i n s ,  
pe rhaps  1-1.5 i n c h e s  d i a m e t e r .  
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