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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1984 COMMUNITY:  Pe t e r sham 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Located i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  of  Worces te r  C o u n t y ' s  w e s t e r n  edge ,  
Pe te rsham c o n s i s t s  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  former  town of Dana, and p a r t s  of 
Greenwich and P r e s c o t t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  town of  
Pe te rsham.  The l a n d s  of  t h e  t h r e e  towns r e p r e s e n t  t h o s e  a r e a s  n o t  
f l o o d e d  by Quabbin  R e s e r v o i r  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1930s .  

The town is  d r a i n e d  by t h e  E a s t  and West Branches of  Fever  Brook, 
t h e  E A s t  Branch o f  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r ,  and t h e i r  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  which 
a l l  f low southwes tward  i n t o  t h e  r e s e r v o i r  and t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  
V a l l e y .  Much of t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town is  p r e s e n t l y  
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  D i s t r i c t  Commission a s  w a t e r s h e d  
l a n d  and by s t a t e  and p r i v a t e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s .  Running 
n o r t h - s o u t h  t h r o u g h  t h e  town and s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  and 
Fever  Brook v a l l e y s  is  a  r i d g e  of  h i l l s  t h a t  r i se  t o  more t h a n  
1 , 2 0 0  f e e t  above s e a  l e v e l  ; t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y s  c r o s s  t h e  town 
between 700 and 900 f e e t  above  s e a  l e v e l .  E a s t  of  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  
t h e  l a n d  r i s e s  a g a i n  t o  more t h a n  1 , 2 0 0  f e e t  above s e a  l e v e l ,  
w h i l e  i n  t h e  wes t  t h e  s u r f a c e  d e s c e n d s  t o  below 600 f e e t  above  s e a  
l e v e l  a l o n g  t h e  s h o r e s  of  t h e  R e s e r v o i r .  

P e t e r s h a m ' s  s o i l s  c o n s i s t  l a r g e l y  of G l o u c e s t e r  s e r i e s  s t o n y  
loams. An e x c e p t i o n  i s  a  l ong  s t r i p  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  
C h a r l t o n  loams n o r t h  and e a s t  of t h e  c e n t e r .  The G l o u c e s t e r  
loams,  where c l e a r e d  of  s t o n e s ,  a l s o  y i e l d e d  good c r o p s  o f  hay  and 
g r a i n s .  The s t o n y  a r e a s ,  though c l e a r e d  of  f o r e s t ,  were  most 
o f t e n  used a s  p a s t u r e  l a n d .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  town was a n  
i m p o r t a n t  d a i r y i n g  and c a t t l e - r a i s i n g  a r e a .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

S i x - m i l e - s q u a r e  "Nichewaug" o r  llVoluntown'l g r a n t  made i n  1733. 
E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  town of  Pe te rsham i n  1754. New town of Dana formed 
i n  1801 from p a r t s  of Pe t e r sham,  Greenwich ( i n c o r p o r a t e d  1 7 5 4 ) ,  
and Hardwick ( i n c o r p o r a t e d  1 7 3 9 ) .  P a r t  o f  Pe te rsham and Hardwick 
annexed t o  Dana and P r e s c o t t  annexed t o  Pe t e r sham w i t h  c r e a t i o n  of 
Quabbin R e s e r v o i r ,  1927.  

I  I  I .  HIS TOR I C OVERVIEW 

Pe te rsham is  a  h i g h l a n d  r e s i d e n t i a l  community, w i t h  l a r g e  
r e s e r v o i r ,  wa te r shed  management, and f o r e s t r y  a r e a s .  I t  i s  
l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n  t h e  upper  S w i f t  R i v e r  d r a i n a g e ,  a l o n g  t h e  
h i s t o r i c  e a s t - w e s t  S u n d e r l a n d  Road c o r r i d o r  from L a n c a s t e r  t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  N a t i v e  s i t e s  a r e  r e p u t e d  t o  e x i s t  a t  
S o a p s t o n e  H i l l ,  P o t t a p a u g  Pond (now f l o o d e d ) ,  and o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s ,  
and e v i d e n c e  of  p l a n t i n g  f i e l d  occupancy h a s  been c l a imed  f o r  
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Nichewaug ( C a r t e r )  H i l l  and o t h e r  h i l l t o p  a r e a s .  F i r s t  European 
s e t t l e m e n t  of  Nichewaug P l a n t a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  c a .  1733  a s  Vol .un teers  
Town o r  Voluntown G r a n t s  t o  I n d i a n  War v e t e r a n s ,  w i t h  meet inghouse  
s i t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by c a .  1735.  S e t t l e m e n t  of  Voluntown was de l ayed  
by i t s  s i t u a t i o n  a s  a  f o r t i f i e d ,  f r o n t i e r  o u t p o s t  d u r i n g  t h e  
F rench  War, bu t  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  occupance fo l lowed  t h e  
c e s s a t i o n  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of  
Pe t e r sham i n  1754. 

P r o s p e r o u s  l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
development  o f  c a t t l e ,  o r c h a r d ,  and g r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n  l e d  t o  t h e  
development  of  a  sma l l  mee t inghouse  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e .  Local s u p p o r t  
f o r  S h a y s T  R e b e l l i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  have been s t r o n g ,  and t h e  a r r i v a l  
of  a  g roup  of S h a k e r s  i n  1783  was met by mob v i o l e n c e .  The 
sou thwes t  a r e a  s e p a r a t e d  from Pe te r sham,  Greenwich,  and Hardwick 
i n  1801 a s  t h e  town o f  Dana, w i t h  l o c a l  meet inghouse  f o c u s  a t  Dana 
Cen te r .  S m a l l - s c a l e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  development  of wooden ware  and 
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r i e s  o c c u r r e d  on t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  and S w i f t  R i v e r  
E a s t  Branch,  w i t h  t h e  main l o c a l  c e n t e r  a t  Nor th  Dana, and a  
s e c o n d a r y  c l u s t e r  a t  Nichewaug ( F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e )  i n  Pe te rsham.  
Pa lm- lea f  h a t  p r o d u c t  i o n  and s o a p s t o n e  q u a r r y i n g  were o t h e r  l o c a l  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i n d u s t r i e s .  R a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  came l a t e ,  w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d - A t h o l  1 i n e  a long  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  
c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  Nor th  Dana i n  1873. A g r i c u l t u r a l  abandonment and 
p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  p e r s i s t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 9 t h  
c e n t u r y .  

Some development  of Pe t e r sham C e n t e r  a s  a  summer r e s o r t  t ook  p l a c e  
by t h e  e a r l y  1900s ,  and Harvard F o r e s t r y  School  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  i n  1908.  The i n i t i a t i o n  of t h e  Quabbin  R e s e r v o i r  
p r o j e c t  i n  t h e  1920s  l e d  t o  t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of t h e  e n t i r e  
p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  town of  Dana, and a l l  b u i l d i n g s  and c e m e t e r i e s  
were removed by t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  f l o o d i n g  of t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
i n  1930-40. Removal o f  much of  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Nichewaug i n  
Pe te rsham a l s o  o c c u r r e d ,  and t r a c t s  of l a n d  i n  w e s t e r n  Pe t e r sham 
were d e s i g n a t e d  w a t e r s h e d  a r e a s ,  o r  s t a t e  f o r e s t .  Some modern 
suburban  development  has  ex t ended  i n t o  town from Athol  t o  t h e  
n o r t h .  While r e l a t i v e l y  few a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  remain  
i n t a c t ,  a  good a s s o r t m e n t  o f  v e r n a c u l a r  1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  q u a r t e r s .  Pe te rsham Cen te r  
r e t a i n s  much o f  i t s  mid-19th  c e n t u r y  c h a r a c t e r ,  and t h e  town ' s  
h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  p e r s i s t s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  e s t h e t i c  envi ronment  of a  
h igh- income,  exurban  community. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t  i o n  Rou te s  

Highland E a s t  S w i f t  R i v e r  t r i b u t a r y  a r e a  between M i l l e r s  R i v e r  
( n o r t h )  and Ware R i v e r  ( s o u t h )  c o r r i d o r s .  N o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  from 
M i l l e r s  R i v e r  ( A t h o l )  p a s t  Potopoug Pond (now p a r t  of  Quabbin 
~ e s e r v o i r )  i n  t h e  sou thwes t  t o  Juddy Brook c o r r i d o r  (Hardwick)  
c o n j e c t u r e d  on Doe V a l l e y  Road-Athol Road-Hardwick Road-Old 
Hardwick Road-Hardwick Road. A l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  o v e r  Nichewaug 
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(now C a r t e r )  H i l l  i n f e r r e d  on Glen V a l l e y  Road-Nichewaug Road. 
Sou thwes t  branch p a s t  Potopoug Pond t o  west s i d e  o f  Muddy Brook 
C o r r i d o r  c o n j e c t u r e d  a s  f o l l o w i n g  c o n t o u r s  and abandoned 
roadways.  E a s t e r n  t r a i l  ( E a s t  S t r e e t )  c o n j e c t u r e d  from Ware R i v e r  
a r e a  (Old B a r r e  Road) and B u r n s h i r t  R i v e r  ( E a s t  S t r e e t ) .  P o s s i b l e  
n o r t h w e s t - s o u t h e a s t  c o n n e c t o r  t r a i l  a l o n g  Shaw Road. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  Quabbin  R e s e r v o i r  h a s  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  d r a i n a g e  
sys tem and cove red  l i k e l y  S w i f t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s i t e s .  C u r r e n t l y  
r e p o r t e d  s i t e s ,  t hough  o f  unknown c u l t u r a l  o r i g i n ,  a r e  l o c a t e d  on 
k n o l l s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  r ema in ing  branches  and f l o o d e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  
t h e  r i v e r ,  and many more s i t e s ,  s i m i l a r l y  l o c a t e d ,  shou ld  be 
expec ted  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The c o n f l u e n c e  of  t h e  branches  p r o b a b l y  
p rov ided  a  g a t h e r i n g  p o i n t  f o r  l a r g e r  numbers f o r  f i s h i n g  and 
p l a n t i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  a d j a c e n t  a r e a s  were occup ied  by s m a l l e r  t a s k  
and f a m i l y  g r o u p s .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

Sma l l  f a m i l y  and t a s k  g r o u p s  v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  s e a s o n a l l y  f o r  
r e s o u r c e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
l a r g e r ,  and more l o n g - t e r m ,  o c c u p a t i o n  a t  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  branch  
c o n f l u e n c e s .  

V.  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Contac t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u se .  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The l o c a t i o n  of  t h i s  a r e a  between t h e  p r i m a r y  a r e a s  of  n a t i v e  and 
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  e a s t ,  and wes t  meant t h a t  
c o n t a c t  was seconda ry .  Some d e p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  r e s u l t e d  from 
t h e  ep idemic  of t h e  1630s  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  
C o n t i n u a t i o n  of p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  

C. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

A c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  p a t t e r n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Con tac t  p e r i o d .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t  i o n  Rou te s  

N a t i v e  t r a i l  improved a s  S u n d e r l a n d  Road from L a n c a s t e r  c a .  1734  
th rough  "Voluntown" ( E a s t  S t r e e t - W e s t  S t r e e t ) .  Northwest  b ranch  
improved a s  road  t o  Orange (Shaw Road-Swamp Road).  E a s t  S t r e e t  i s  
connec ted  t o  improved road  t o  B a r r e  (Old B a r r e  Road) .  
Meet inghouse  s i t e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by c a .  1738 ,  and n o r t h - s o u t h  road 
i s  improved from Hardwick p a s t  meet inghouse  t o  Athol  ( Hardwick 
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Road-Old Hardwick Road-Hardwick Road-Athol Road).  N o r t h e a s t  road  
e s t a b l  i s h e d  t o  Templeton (Poppl  e Camp Road) .  O the r  s e c o n d a r y  
r o u t e s  connec t  o u t l y i n g  f a rms  t o  t h e  meet inghouse  c e n t e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

S e t t l e r s  were  i n  t h e  town by 1736 ,  when o c c a s i o n a l  p r e a c h i n g  
began, and i n  1738 a  c h u r c h  was formed by 1 5  men. A p e t i t i o n  o f  
1750 named 47 o f  61 household  heads i n  r e s i d e n c e .  By 1765 t h e  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  e q u a l l e d  707 i n  over  t w i c e  a s  many f a m i l i e s ,  and 
grew f u r t h e r  t o  1 , 2 3 5  i n  1776. Most p r o p r i e t o r s  came from w e s t e r n  
Middlesex  and e a s t e r n  Worces te r  c o u n t i e s ,  but t h e  s e t t l e r s  came 
from many s u r r o u n d i n g  towns a l s o .  By t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
L o y a l i s t  p o s t u r e  of  t h e  t own ' s  m i n i s t e r  was beg inn ing  t o  c a u s e  
f r i c t i o n  i n  t h e  town. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

The a r e a  now Pe te r sham was ,  p r i m a r i l y ,  g r a n t e d  t o  Bennet ,  P e r l e y ,  
e t  a l .  i n  1732 i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  under  Love11 and White 
i n  f r o n t i e r  combat i n  t h e  1720s .  F o r t y  of t h e  71 p r o p r i e t o r s  i n  
t h i s  g roup  can  be t r a c e d  t o  L o v e l l ' s  f i n a l  e x p e d i t i o n ,  but few 
a c t u a l l y  s e t t l e d  on t h e  l a n d .  They d i v i d e d  t h e  l a n d  i n t o  homelo ts  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  50 a c r e s  e a c h ,  and l o c a t e d  t h e  meet inghouse  
n e a r  what was t h e n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c e n t e r  of t h e  town. The 
s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  town, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Quabbin  
R e s e r v o i r  s egmen t s ,  was a t  t h i s  t ime  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of  
Hardwick and t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Greenwich. D i s p e r s e d  
f a r m s t e a d s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  e n t i r e  a r e a .  

G a r r i s o n s  o r  f o r t i f i e d  houses  were  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town a s  
p r o t e c t i o n  from r e p e a t e d  f r o n t i e r  w a r f a r e .  

D. Economic Ease 

The town was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  commercial  i n  1771 by P r u i t t ,  an  
anomaly e a s i l y  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  town ' s  r emoteness  and age .  High 
p r o p e r t y l e s s n e s s  i s  p r o b a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o  l a t e  s e t t l e m e n t ,  and i n  
t u r n  a f f e c t e d  t h e  c o r n  y i e l d ,  w i t h  h i g h  f i g u r e s  p e r  f a rmer .  The 
r ema in ing  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  comparable  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  towns1 r a n k i n g s  
a s  poor  a g r a r i a n  towns w i t h  low commercial  deve lopmen t ,  v e r y  low 
community w e a l t h ,  modera te  a g r a r i a n  p r o s p e r i t y ,  and low a g r a r i a n  
p o v e r t y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  O l d e s t  known b u i l d i n g  is  a  s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  gambrel 
r o o f e d ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  c e n t e r  chimney d w e l l i n g  (Gay House, 1740,  NR). 
Three  o t h e r  s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  chimney houses  and t e n  t w o - s t o r y ,  
c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s  a r e  r e c o r d e d .  No o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  t y p e  i s  
r e c o r d e d  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  F i r s t  meet inghouse  c o n s t r u c t e d  between 1733 and 
1736,  measured 40 x 50 f e e t .  
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Commercial: R e f e r e n c e  t o  Thomas C a r t e r ' s  i n n  i n  1733. 

VII .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

A d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  road  ne twork  i n c l u d e  t h e  s t a g e  r o u t e  
from Worces te r  n o r t h w e s t  t o  Vermont ( L o r i n g  H i l l  Road-Russe l l  
Road-Nichewaug Road) - -a  more d i r e c t  c o n n e c t o r  between B a r r e  and 
Pe te rsham c e n t e r s .  The Pe t e r sham,  Greenwich, and Monson Turnp ike ,  
promoted by Norwich, C o n n e c t i c u t  i n t e r e s t s ,  i s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  
1804 and b u i l t  c a .  1809 ,  w i t h  r o u t e  s o u t h  from Athol  a c r o s s  t h e  
west p a r t  o f  Pe te rsham and t h e  n o r t h w e s t  p a r t  of  Dana ( T u r n p i k e  
Road).  Roads a r e  focused  toward Dana C e n t e r  ( i n c l u d i n g  Barre-Dana 
~ o a d )  a f t e r  Dana is  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1801.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The a r e a ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  
Pe t e r sham,  t h e  t o t a l  grew from 1 , 2 3 5  i n  1776 t o  1 , 7 9 4  i n  1 8 0 0 ;  t h e  
f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  combined towns ,  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  Dana, 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow t o  2 ,115 i n  1810 ,  t h e r e a f t e r  t h e  p a c e  s lowing  t o  
r e a c h  2 ,319  i n  1830. 

I n  Pe t e r sham,  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  between t h e  Tory  m i n i s t e r  and t h e  
p a r i s h  i n c r e a s e d  u n t i l  he  was d i s m i s s e d  i n  1777. Some members o f  
t h e  town began worsh ipp ing  w i t h  t h e  B a p t i s t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  where 
t h e  m i n i s t e r  was a  Whig. I n  1783 t h e  S h a k e r s  v i s i t e d  t h e  town and 
Dana, a t t r a c t i n g  some f o l l o w e r s  but meet ing  mob v i o l e n c e  a s  t h e y  
had i n  o t h e r  towns t h e y  v i s i t e d .  I n  1802,  t h e  new covenan t  of t h e  
F i r s t  P a r i s h  d i s p l a y e d  U n i t a r i a n  s e n t i m e n t s ,  and i n  1823  a  g roup  
of 16  formed a n  Orthodox C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church. I n  1824 t h e  
B a p t i s t s  became a  branch  o f  t h e  Athol  chu rch .  I n  Dana, Hosea 
Ba l lou  f i r s t  p r eached  t h e  d o c t r i n e  of U n i v e r s a l i s m  from 1797 ,  
fo l lowed  by h i s  s u c c e s s o r  F l a g g .  B a p t i s t s  met i n  t h e  c e n t e r  from 
1800-25. I t i n e r a n t  M e t h o d i s t s  v i s i t e d  t h e  town, l a t e r  forming a  
c l a s s .  

The town was t o  be a  s h i r e t o w n  when a t t e m p t s  were  made e a r l y  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d  t o  form a  c o u n t y  from n o r t h e r n  Worces te r  towns and some 
from a n o t h e r  county .  The Shays  men r e t r e a t e d  h e r e  t o  g a t h e r  more 
t r o o p s  d u r i n g  t h e  R e b e l l i o n ,  and were s u r p r i s e d  by L i n c o l n  and h i s  
t r o o p s  and were  d i s p e r s e d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A second meet inghouse  i s  b u i l t  a t  Pe t e r sham C e n t e r  i n  1788 ,  and a  
sma l l  c l u s t e r  d e v e l o p s  west of  t h e  meet inghouse  by t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  h o t e l ,  and some l i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x t e n s i o n s  
on Main (Hardwick)  S t r e e t  and West S t r e e t .  An Orthodox 
meet inghouse  is  b u i l t  t o  t h e  n o r t h  on Main S t r e e t  (A tho l  Road) i n  
1829. 
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The B a p t i s t  Church, b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e  (Nichewaug) i s  
moved t o  Dana C e n t e r  c a .  1800 ,  bu t  no  o t h e r  meet inghouse  i s  b u i l t  
i n  Dana a f t e r  i t s  i n c o r p o r a t e d .  O t h e r w i s e ,  o u t s i d e  s e v e r a l  g r i s t  
and saw m i l l  f o c i ,  most n o t a b l y  a t  Nichewaug ( F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e ) ,  
Nor th  Dana, and S t o r r s v i l l e ,  d i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  
p r e d o m i n a t e s  i n  t h e  two towns.  

D. Economic Base 

I n  1784 ,  a  modera te  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  town was c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
unimproved and w o o d l o t ,  6 8 % ,  w i t h  an  a d d i t i o n a l  7.6% c l a s s e d  a s  
un improvable .  A s i m i l a r l y  modera te  p r o p o r t i o n  of  l a n d  was under  
t i l l a g e ,  2 .8%,  meadow and mowing 9 . 2 % ,  and p a s t u r a g e ,  1 1 . 7 % .  

The l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  were  p e r i o d s  of  expanding  
s e t t l e m e n t ,  c l e a r i n g ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  improvement of t h e  l a n d .  
Wood- and a g r i c u l t u r a l  g o o d s - p r o c e s s i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  and r e l a t e d  
c r a f t  shops  dominated a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  By 1814,  
Pe t e r sham c o n t a i n e d  f o u r  s a w m i l l s ,  a  g r i s t m i l l ,  t h r e e  c i d e r  mills,  
a  mal t  m i l l ,  two b l a c k s m i t h  shops ,  and two t r iphammer s h o p s ,  and a  
cooper  shop. T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n c l u d e d  a  mix of  home and 
f a c t o r y  p r o d u c t i o n .  A s m a l l  c o t t o n  s p i n n i n g  m i l l  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  
i n  1814 i n  Nichewaug o r  F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e .  The y a r n  was t h e n  s o l d  
o r  p u t  ou t  t o  d o m e s t i c  weavers .  woolen  and l i n e n  c l o t h  were  a l s o  
woven i n  t h e  home, though by t h e  e a r l y  1 8 2 0 s ,  most c l o t h  was 
f ac to ry -made  and pu rchased .  Two c l o t h i e r s 1  shops  and a  dye  house  
and f u l l i n g  p r o c e s s e d  t h e  home-manufactured c l o t h .  The town a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  a  wool c a r d i n g  machine and a  sma l l  w i r e  p u l l i n g  shop ,  
which produced w i r e  f o r  hand and machine c a r d s ,  a l s o  p u t  o u t  t o  be 
s e t  i n t o  c a r d  l e a t h e r  i n  t h e  homes. P e a r l  and p o t a s h  were  
impor t an t  byproducts  of  l a n d  c l e a r i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and 
p rov ided  much-needed c a s h  p r o d u c t s .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  
f l a x  p r o v i d e d  a  m a r k e t a b l e  commodity i n  t h e  s e e d s  a s  w e l l  a s  f i b e r  
f o r  home c l o t h  p r o d u c t i o n .  

Pa lm- lea f  h a t  manufac tu r ing  commenced d u r i n g  t h e  1820s  by 
W e t h e r e l l  6 Brown, merchan t s  i n  t h e  town. They employed someone 
t o  t e a c h  l o c a l  women and g i r l s  and p r o v i d e d  s p l i t  p a l  l e a v e s ,  
l a t e r  p u r c h a s i n g  and f i n i s h i n g  t h e  p a l m - l e a f  and s t r a w  h a t s .  By 
1832,  s i x  d e a l e r s  were o p e r a t i n g  i n  Pe t e r sham,  employing s e v e r a l  
hundred a r e a  women and g i r l s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  more t h a n  
127 ,000  h a t s ,  va lued  a t  n e a r l y  932 ,000 .  Two t a n n e r i e s  p r e p a r e d  
more t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  h i d e s  and one shoe  shop produced  4,000 p a i r s  o f  
s h o e s ,  which were  s o l d  i n  P r o v i d e n c e ,  Rhode I s l a n d ,  and p r o b a b l y  
t o  t h e  S o u t h  t o  p l a n t a t i o n  owners f o r  t h e i r  s l a v e s .  

I n  Dana, economic development  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  was s i m i l a r .  
Grist and saw mills p r o c e s s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods and wood from 
l a n d - c l e a r i n g  , a  nd a  t a n n e r y  and d i s t i l l e r y  p r o v i d e d  l e a t h e r  and 
d r i n k .  The s o i l  produced l a r g e  c r o p s  o f  r y e ,  and d u r i n g  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t  summer of  1816 ,  Dana s u p p l i e d  r y e  t o  many of  t h e  
h a r d e r - h i t  s u r r o u n d i n g  towns,  g a i n i n g  a  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  i t s  r y e  
c rop .  P o t a s h  was a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  p r o d u c t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  
p e r i o d  of l a n d  c l e a r i n g .  
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Home manufac tu r ing  was a  major component of  t h e  economy d u r i n g  t h e  
e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  S e t t i n g  of w i r e  and t e e t h  on hand and machine 
c a r d  l e a t h e r ,  l a n d  loom weaving o f  y a r n s  p u t  ou t  by a  l o c a l  
rnerchant / shopkeeper ,  w a l l e t ,  and p o c k e t  book sewing ,  and t h e  
b r a i d i n g  o f  h a t s  from palm l e a v e s  and r y e  s t r a w  occup ied  many o f  
t h e  t own ' s  women and g i r l s .  I n  1832 ,  25,000 h a t s  and 3 ,000  dozen 
w a l l e t s  and pocke tbooks  w o r t h  n e a r l y  410 ,000  were  produced  i n  Dana. 

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Center  chimney p l a n s  a p p e a r  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  be a  
p o p u l a r  house  form. One s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  d o u b l e  chimney house  was 
obse rved .  A l s o  n o t e d  were  two t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  h ipped  r o o f ,  
d o u b l e  chimney houses .  One p o s s i b l e  end chimney p l a n  r e c o r d e d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Second meet inghouse  b u i l t  c a .  1785 and was a  
t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e  bay, g a b l e  end b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  c e n t r a l  
tower  and s p i r e .  The Evangel  i c a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h ,  b u i l t  i n  
1829 and r emode l l ed  i n  1900 ,  is  a  t h r e e - b a y ,  g a b l e  end b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  p o i n t e d  a r c h  windows and a  domed b e l f r y .  

The Be l l  Schoo lhouse  was e r e c t e d  i n  1794 and s t o o d  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Commercial: A t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y  house  w i t h  bo th  r e a r  w a l l  and 
g a b l e  end chimneys s t a n d s  on E a s t  Road between Maple Lane and 
Quaker D r i v e .  Th i s  may be an e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  h o t e l .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t  i o n  Rou te s  

The e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e  i n  u s e ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of 
a  new s t a g e  road  from B a r r e  t o  Pe t e r sham C e n t e r  (Rou te  1 2 2 / 3 2 ) ,  
b u i l t  i n  1837. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  a r e a  a s  a  whole f e l l  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  from 
2,319 i n  1830 t o  2 ,093  i n  1870.  The 1840 f i g u r e  o f  2 ,466 
r e p r e s e n t s  a  b r i e f  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  t h e  l a s t  p e r i o d ' s  g rowth ,  a  
t o t a l  t h a t  would n e v e r  be exceeded .  Wi th in  t h e  a r e a ,  Pe t e r sham1  s 
f i g u r e s  dropped s t e a d i l y  w h i l e  i n  Dana, g rowth  c o n t i n u e d ,  from 623 
i n  1830 t o  876 i n  1860 ,  b e f o r e  d e c l i n i n g .  The f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  is  one of  t h e  c o u n t y l s  s m a l l e s t ,  
equa l  t o  2.6% t o  4% of  t h e  t o t a l ,  w i t h  t h e  I r i s h  p redomina t ing .  
A g r i c u l t u r e  remained t h e  p r i m a r y  employment , outnumbering 
manufac tu r ing  by t h r e e  t o  one. 

I n  Pe t e r sham,  a  second C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  was formed b r i e f l y ,  
c a .  1836 ,  and a  s i m i l a r l y  s h o r t - l i v e d  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  was 
formed t h e  same y e a r .  A M e t h o d i s t  g roup  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  town from 
1843-49. I n  1849 t h e  B a p t i s t  s o c i e t y  became independen t  from 
Atho l .  I n  Dana, t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t ,  M e t h o d i s t ,  and 
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E a p t i s t  g r o u p s  worsh ipped  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  Nor th  Dana Union 
church .  The M e t h o d i s t s  had formed a  L i b e r a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
S o c i e t y  i n  1830 ,  and s u f f e r e d  a  b r i e f  s p l i t  over  c h u r c h  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of  b i s h o p s  i n t o  a  Wesleyan and 
E p i s c o p a l  g roup .  C h r i s t i a n  Connec t ion  g roup ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  
Vermont a s  an  a n t i - C a l v i n i s t ,  r e v i v a l i s t  b e l i e f  sys t em,  met i n  t h e  
town, numbering c a .  100 from t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a .  I n  1852 a n  
Evangel i c a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  was founded.  A Lyceum o p e r a t e d  
i n  Pe te rsham between 1830 and 1850. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Pe te rsham C e n t e r  d e v e l o p s  a s  a  commerc ia l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w h i l e  s m a l l e r - s c a l e  
development  t a k e s  p l a c e  a t  Dana C e n t e r  and a t  t h e  Nor th  Dana 
i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s .  A t  Pe t e r sham C e n t e r ,  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  
meet inghouse  (1836-37,  B a p t i s t  a f t e r  1849)  i s  added on t h e  e a s t  
s i d e  of  t h e  common, t h e  t h i r d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  meet inghouse  (1842)  
is  r e l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  wes t  s i d e  of  t h e  common, and a  Me thod i s t  
Meet inghouse  i s  b u i l t  ( 1843) .  R e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment ,  mos t ly  i n  
t h e  l a t e  1830s  and 1 8 4 0 s ,  o c c u r s  a l o n g  t h e  Main S t r e e t  and 
East /West  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r s ,  w i t h  t h e  h e a v i e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  e a s t  
of  t h e  common on Main S t r e e t  n o r t h  o f  E a s t  S t r e e t .  An 1847 f i r e  
d e s t r o y s  most of  t h e  deve lopment  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  of  t h e  common, 
but by p e r i o d ' s  end ,  t h e  Highland  I n s t i t u t e ,  a  s t o r e ,  and a  h o t e l  
a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  P e t e r s h a m ' s  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  be t h e  " F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e "  ( l a t e r  Nichewaug),  where a  
powderkeg f a c t o r y  i s  added t o  t h e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  mills a c t i v e  a l o n g  
t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  E a s t  Branch. 

Growth of  a  sma l l  l i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  c l u s t e r  o c c u r s  a t  Dana 
C e n t e r ,  where a  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  is b u i l t  i n  1853 ,  and two 
s t o r e s  a r e  l o c a t e d .  More s i g n i f i c a n t  g rowth  o c c u r s  a t  Nor th  Dana 
a f t e r  1840 ,  s t i m u l a t e d  by p i a n o  l e g  manufac tu r ing  wes t  of t h e  
S w i f t  R i v e r .  A Union Church ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  h o t e l ,  and s t o r e  a r e  b u i l t ,  
and l i n e a r  r e s i d e n t i a l  development  o c c u r s  a long  Main S t r e e t  e a s t  
of t h e  r i v e r .  The s m a l l e r  Dana v i l l a g e  a t  S t o r r s v i l l e  c o n t i n u e s  
a s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  a  c h e e s e  f a c t o r y  and some s m a l l - s c a l e  
manufac tu r ing .  

D. Economic Base 

P e t e r s h a m ' s  economic base  was l a r g e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d ,  a s  t h e  v a l u e  of  i t s  p r o d u c t s  exceeded  t h o s e  of  
manufac tu r ing  by a t  l e a s t  a  f a c t o r  o f  two. D a i r y i n g  and 
l i v e s t o c k - r a i s i n g  were  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h  c h e e s e ,  
b u t t e r ,  and meat ( b e e f ,  p o r k ,  v e a l ) ,  t h e  l e a d i n g  p r o d u c t s .  More 
t h a n  100 ,000  l b s .  of  c h e e s e  and 20,000 l b s .  of  b u t t e r  were  
produced a n n u a l l y  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 5 0 s ,  when bo th  began t o  d e c l i n e  a s  
whole  mi lk  s a l e s  i n c r e a s e d .  During t h e  1860s  a  c h e e s e  f a c t o r y  was 
e r e c t e d ,  t e m p o r a r i l y  r e v e r s i n g  t h e  downward t r e n d  i n  c h e e s e  
p r o d u c t i o n .  Sheep were  k e p t  on many fa rms  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
but  t h e i r  numbers d e c l i n e d  s h a r p l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1830s .  The number 
o f  h o r s e s  on t h e  t own ' s  f a rms  d i d  n o t  exceed t h a t  of  oxen u n t i l  
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t h e  1860s ,  when new, l i g h t e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  machinery  such  a  hay 
r a k e s ,  mowers, and t e d d e r s  were  becoming more common. 

The c u t t i n g  o f  P e t e r s h a m ' s  f o r e s t s  p roceeded  s t e a d i l y  t h rough  t h e  
1 8 3 0 s ,  1 8 4 0 s ,  and 1850s .  Between 1831 and 1865 t h e  town ' s  
woodlands were reduced  by t w o - t h i r d s .  Wood p r o d u c t s  comprised t h e  
l e a d i n g  c a t e g o r y  of  manufac tured  goods d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  
more t h a n  one m i l l i o n  f e e t  of boards  c u t  and 13 ,000  b u s h e l s  o f  
c h a r c o a l  burned a n n u a l l y  i n  t h e  1850s .  The amount of l a n d  under  
c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  g r a i n s  and p o t a t o e s  a l s o  peaked d u r i n g  t h e  1850s  
b e f o r e  a  s h a r p  d e c l i n e  i n  g r a i n  p r i c e s  and a c r e a g e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
1860s  w i t h  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  Western g r a i n s .  Hay and p a s t u r e  
l a n d ,  -however ,  i n c r e a s e d  s t e a d i l y  w i t h  t h e  growing emphas is  on 
d a i r y i n g  and 1 i v e s t o c k .  

The manufac tu r ing  s e c t o r  e x p e r i e n c e d  modera te  g rowth  d u r i n g  t h e  
1830s ,  but t h e  P a n i c  of 1837 and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e p r e s s i o n  caused  a  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e c l  i n e  i n  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  , i n c l u d i n g  
pa lm- lea f  and s t r a w  ha tmaking ,  and t h e  m e r c h a n t s / s h o p k e e p e r s  
i nvo lved  i n  marke t ing  them. P r o s p e r i t y  r e t u r n e d  i n  1844  and by 
1845,  p r o d u c t i o n  was s t i l l  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  of i t s  1837 l e v e l .  The 
i n d u s t r y  remained s t e a d y  a t  t h i s  l e v e l  t h r o u g h  t h e  1860s  b e f o r e  
d e c l i n i n g  i n  t h e  1870s .  

Shoemaking e x p e r i e n c e d  a  s i m i l a r  t r a j e c t o r y :  expans ion  d u r i n g  t h e  
1830s ,  c o n t r a c t i o n  a f t e r  1837 ,  s low i n c r e a s e  th rough  t h e  1840s ,  
and a  g r a d u a l  d e c l i n e  d u r i n g  t h e  1850s .  A t  i t s  peak i n  1837 ,  35 
men and women produced 1 1 , 0 0 0  p a i r s  of  b o o t s  and shoes  w o r t h  
$16,000.  

T e x t i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  which  ceased  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1820s  o r  e a r l y  
1830s ,  was resumed d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1830s and 1840s .  A s m a l l  m i l l  
p roduc ing  s a t i n e t s  and c a s s i m e r e s  was o p e r a t e d  a t  Nichewaug, but  
i t  c l o s e d  by t h e  mid 1850s .  

Woodworking, w i t h  accoun ted  f o r  more t h a n  h a l f  of  t h e  v a l u e  of 
manufac tured  goods t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d ,  c o n s i s t e d  of  t e n  s a w m i l l s ,  
a  powderkeg and c a s k  manufac to ry ,  a  maker of  t u b s  and p a i l s ,  a  
c a r r i a g e  maker, a  s m a l l  l a d d e r  f a c t o r y ,  a  boxmaker, c h a i r -  and 
c a b i n e t - m a k e r ,  and a  shop  where t a b l e  l e g s  made i n  Dana were  
venee red .  Metal  working c o n s i s t e d  of a  number o f  b l a c k s m i t h  
s h o p s ,  a  p lough  maker and a  t r iphammer shop  which made hay f o r k s ,  
and a  maker of l i g h t n i n g  r o d s  and ox b a l l s  ( f o r  h o r n s ) .  A s m a l l  
b r i c k y a r d  was o p e r a t e d  between t h e  1840s  and 1 8 6 0 s ,  p r o d u c i n g  
abou t  50,000 b r i c k s  a n n u a l l y .  

Dana ' s  i n d u s t r i e s  were  n o t  u n l i k e  t h o s e  i n  Pe te rsham.  Smal l  
manufac tu r ing  v i l l a g e s  grew around a  b r i c k y a r d  and sawmil l  i n  
Doubleday and around s e v e r a l  s t r a w  and p a l m - l e a f  h a t  f i n i s h i n g  
shops  and woodworking shops  i n  Nor th  Dana. I n  1845 a  f a c t o r y  f o r  
making and s h a p i n g  p i a n o f o r t e ,  melodeon, and b i l l i a r d  t a b l e  l e g s  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Nor th  Dana, employing machinery  i n v e n t e d  by 
Dana r e s i d e n t s  A l l e n  Goodman and Warren Hale .  The " l e g  f a c t o r y v  
burned t h r e e  t i m e s  by 1870 ,  but  was r e b u i l t ,  e n l a r g e d ,  and 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Petersham



s u p p l i e d  w i t h  new and improved machinery e a c h  time. A t  S o a p s t o n e  
H i l l  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of  Dana, a  q u a r r y  t o  mine t h e  
s o a p s t o n e  d e p o s i t  was opened and a  sma l l  m i l l ,  employing 30 men, 
was e r e c t e d  t o  c u t  and work t h e  s t o n e  i n t o  s l a b s ,  s i n k s ,  and o t h e r  
p r o d u c t s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  of b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y .  S i n g l e - s t o r y ,  
c e n t e r  chimney houses  and 1 i m i t e d  numbers of t w o - s t o r y ,  f  i v e - b a y  
d o u b l e  chimney houses  from t h e  f i r s t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  
supplemented by t h e  g a b l e  end form,  bo th  one and two s t o r i e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  some t emple  f r o n t  d w e l l i n g s .  Development seems t o  
d e c l i n e  a s  p e r i o d  c l o s e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The t h i r d  meet inghouse  of 1842 was a  Greek R e v i v a l  
g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  Dor i c  p o r t i c o .  A second C a l v i n i s t  
s o c i e t y  formed and b u i l t  a  meet inghouse  i n  t h e  sou thwes t  s e c t i o n  
of  town i n  1836-37. A U n i v e r s a l i s t  meet inghouse  was b u i l t  i n  1838 
and s u b s e q u e n t l y  pu rchased  by t h e  B a p t i s t s  i n  1849.  I n  t h e  1840s  
a  M e t h o d i s t  c h a p e l  was b u i l t ,  but t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  d i sbanded  ca .  
1850. 

The 1850 town h a l l  burned i n  1957. The t w o - s t o r y  b r i c k  s c h o o l  of 
1848 s u r v i v e s  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  The #3 d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l h o u s e  of 1867 
h a s  been c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a  r e s i d e n c e .  

Commercial : The 1830 whee lwr igh t  ls shop s u r v i v e s  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e .  
Two-s tory ,  g a b l e  end Greek R e v i v a l  commercial  s t r u c t u r e  r ema ins  a s  
a  c o u n t r y  s t o r e .  Also  s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  is  a  c a .  1830 law 
o f f i c e .  A f i r e  i n  1847 d e s t r o y e d  two commercial  b u i l d i n g s  and two 
h o t e l s  on t h e  common. 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t  i o n  Rou te s  

The S p r i n g f i e l d - A t h o l  R a i l r o a d  opens s e r v i c e  i n  1873  a l o n g  t h e  
S w i f t  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r ,  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  Nor th  Dana and t h e  w e s t e r n  
t i p  of Pe te rsham.  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

O v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  c o n t i n u e s  from 2 ,093  f o r  t h e  a r e a  i n  
1870 t o  1 , 4 3 9  i n  1915.  The two towns e x p e r i e n c e d  d i f f e r e n t  
p a t t e r n s ,  however,  f o r  w h i l e  Dana m a i n t a i n e d  a  c o n s i s t e n t  f i g u r e  
around 730, w i t h  a  h i g h  o f  790 i n  1900 and low o f  695 i n  1885 ,  
Pe te rsham d r o p s  by h a l f  from 1 , 3 3 5  i n  1870 t o  727 i n  1915. The 
p r o p o r t i o n  of f o r e i g n - b o r n  expands  from 5.5% i n  1885 t o  ove r  1 3 %  
b e f o r e  d ropp ing  t o  9 . 8 %  i n  1915. F r e n c h  Canadians  outnumber t h e  
I r i s h  by 1895,  w i t h  sma l l  numbers of  Norwegians i n  t h e  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  employment remained predominant  and 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  outnumber manufac tu r ing  by f o u r  t o  one.  The 
expans ion  of i n d u s t r y  was f e l t  i n  Nor th  Dana, however,  where t h e  
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denominat  i on  t h a t  had f o r m e r l y  s h a r e d  t h e  Union Church g r a d u a l l y  
became i n d e p e n d e n t ,  w i t h  bo th  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s  and 
U n i v e r s a l i s t s  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e i r  own c h u r c h e s ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  
M e t h o d i s t s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  From 1906 t h e  a r e a ' s  
C a t h o l i c  immigrants  cou ld  worsh ip  n e a r b y  i n  S t .  Ann's Church. I n  
Nor th  Dana t h e  Good Templars  b u i l t  a  h a l l  used by many v o l u n t a r y  
a s s o c i a t i o n s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  impor t ance  was t h e  G a r f i e l d  Grange 
( 1 8 8 2 ) ,  member of  t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r  Pomona. 

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Cont inued abandonment of  marg ina l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  i s  c o n t r a s t e d  
by summer e s t a t e  deve lopment  i n  Pe te rsham.  I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  
c o n t i n u e s  a t  Nor th  Dana. I n s t i t u t i o n a l  development  c o n t i n u e s  a t  
Pe t e r sham C e n t e r ,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  l i b r a r y  b u i l d i n g  
(1889-91) ,  a  new B a p t i s t  c h u r c h ,  and S t .  P e t e r ' s  C a t h o l i c  Church 
(1914)  n o r t h  on Athol  Road. Losses  t o  f i r e  a l s o  o c c u r ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  Nichewaug Hote l  ( f o r m e r  Highland I n s t i t u t e )  i n  1897 ,  and t h e  
1829 Orthodox Church i n  1908  ( r e p l a c e d  by a  r e p l i c a  s t r u c t u r e  
1910) .  The g r e a t e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  summer e s t a t e s  ( m o s t l y  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l ,  c a .  1900)  o c c u r s  from Pe te r sham Cen te r  n o r t h  on 
Nor th  Main S t r e e t .  The Harvard F o r e s t r y  Schoo l  l o c a t e s  i n  
Pe te rsham i n  1908.  T e x t i l e  manufac tu r ing  i s  i n i t i a t e d  i n  Nor th  
Dana i n  1880 ,  and a  new h o t e l  i s  b u i l t  t h e r e  i n  1889. L i t t l e  
o t h e r  development  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  two towns.  

D. Economic Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  dominated P e t e r s h a m ' s  economy d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and 
e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  a s  t h e  manufac tu r ing  s e c t o r  c o n t r a c t e d  a f t e r  
t h e  C i v i l  War. Woodworking was t h e  major i n d u s t r y ;  home work 
c o n t i n u e d  w i t h  p a l m - l e a f  and s t r a w  hatmaking and c a n i n g  of  c h a i r  
s e a t s  f o r  Gardner  shops .  The c h e e s e  f a c t o r y  and s m a l l  boot and 
shoe  shops  c l o s e d  by t h e  1880s .  The v a l u e  of  goods manufac tured  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  remained a t  o r  below $35,000 p e r  y e a r ,  w h i l e  t h e  
v a l u e  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods r o s e  s t e a d i l y  t o  more t h a n  $160,000 
p e r  yea r  by t h e  end of t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Da i ry ing  and hay l e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  mi lk  s a l e s  o c c u r r i n g  between 1875-1885. A f o u r f o l d  
i n c r e a s e  i n  b u t t e r  making a l s o  o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1870s .  Both 
t h e s e  i n c r e a s e s  f o l l o w  t h e  comple t ion  i n  1873  of  t h e  Athol  and 
E n f i e l d  R a i l r o a d  and Ware R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  i n  1873. By 1885,  
t w o - t h i r d s  of t h e  t own ' s  24,000 a c r e s  of f a rmland  were  hay and 
permanent p a s t u r e ,  and n e a r l y  700 a c r e s  were under  c u l t i v a t i o n  
w i t h  g r a i n s ,  p o t a t o e s ,  v e g e t a b l e s ,  and f r u i t .  P o u l t r y  and 
1 i v e s t o c k  were  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  Pe te rsham farms  d e c l i n e d  i n  number 
d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  but  t h e i r  a v e r a g e  a c r e a g e  i n c r e a s e d  
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  I n  1905 t h e  134 mixed a g r i c u l t u r e  fa rms  ave raged  
1 0 3  a c r e s ,  up from 95  a c r e s  i n  1885 ,  w h i l e  d a i r y  f a rms  ave raged  
236 a c r e s ,  up from 93  a c r e s  

The comple t ion  of  t h e  Athol  and E n f i e l d  R a i l r o a d  t h r o u g h  Dana and 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of Nor th  Dana i n  1873 was a  s t r o n g  boos t  t o  Nor th  
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Dana ' s  manufac tu r ing  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  A f i r e  i n  1873  a t  t h e  l e g  
f a c t o r y  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  p l a n t ,  but  i t  was r e b u i l t  and e n l a r g e d  and 
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b i l l i a r d  t a b l e  f rames  and a l l  t h e  woodwork 
connec ted  w i t h  t h e  t a b l e s  was added.  Th i s  f i r m  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  
1880 ,  when i t  was removed t o  A tho l .  I n  i t s  p l a c e  a  s a t i n e t  
f a c t o r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  Dur ing  t h e  1890s  Nor th  Dana, t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  of  t h e  town, a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  H. W.  Goodman 
S t r a w  Hat F a c t o r y  and t h e  B l o d g e t t  box and lumber  m i l l .  Toge ther  
t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  employed more t h a n  200 men and women; more t h a n  
h a l f  were employed i n  t h e  h a t  f a c t o r y .  

Dana 's  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of  d a i r y i n g ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  
and o r c h a r d i n g .  Because t h e  town was s m a l l e r  t h a n  Pe t e r sham and 
t h e  town ' s  s u r f a c e  was more uneven,  p r o d u c t i o n  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  
l o w e r ,  w i t h  a  s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of t h e  l a n d  improved. Dana was a  
minor summer r e s o r t  a r e a  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  
c e n t u r y  a s  s e v e r a l  camps and a  number of  c o t t a g e s  were  e r e c t e d  
a long  t h e  l a k e s  and ponds i n  t h e  town. These p rov ided  a  l o c a l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  market  a s  w e l l  a s  work f o r  b u i l d e r s  and s e r v i c e  
i n d u s t r i e s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very 1 i t t l e  development  based on s u r v i v i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s .  Two-story,  two-bay, s i d e - p a s s a g e  p l a n s ,  a  ca .  1900 
t w o - s t o r y ,  s t u c c o e d  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l ,  a n  1899 s h i n g l e d  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l ,  and a n  1886 o n e - a n d - a - h a l f - s t o r y  g a b l e  end Dutch C o l o n i a l  
h o t e l .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The t h i r d  meet inghouse  of 1842 burned i n  1908 and 
was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  n e a r  r e p l i c a  i n  1910 d e s i g n e d  by Wil l iam G. 
R a n t o i l  of  Salem. S t .  P e t e r ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  Church (1914)  i s  a  
s h i n g l e d ,  g a b l e  end e d i f i c e  w i t h  b u t t r e s s e s .  The S t .  F r a n c i s  
Xavier  M i s s i o n  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  of  two s e e m i n g l y  abandoned 
s h i n g l e  and f i e l d s t o n e  b u i l d i n g s .  

The Maria  Assumption Academy, t w o - s t o r y ,  s h i n g l e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  was 
b u i l t  i n  1899 and d e s i g n e d  by Edmund Wi l l son  of  P r o v i d e n c e ,  Rhode 
I s l a n d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  o l d  Nichewaug Hote l  t h a t  was d e s t r o y e d  by 
f i r e .  The h i g h  s c h o o l  d a t e s  from 1906.  

Wi l l son  a l s o  d e s i g n e d  t h e  o n e - s t o r y  A r t s  and C r a f t s  p u b l i c  
1 i b r a r y ,  b u i l t  between 1889-1911. 

Commercial: The o l d  Nichewaug Hote l  was a  t w o - s t o r y  d o u b l e - p i l e  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  end chimneys and a  h ipped  r o o f  w i t h  a  mon i to r .  

X. EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t  i o n  R o u t e s  

By t h e  mid 1920s  t h e  road  from B a r r e  C e n t e r  t h r o u g h  Pe te r sham 
Cen te r  t o  Athol  i s  improved a s  a  r e g i o n a l  highway ( R o u t e s  
32 /122) .  The n o r t h - s o u t h  S w i f t  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  r o u t e  from 
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Greenwich t h r o u g h  Nor th  Dana t o  Athol  i s  improved a s  s e c o n d a r y  
Rou te  2 1 .  Most Dana r o a d s  a r e  d e s t r o y e d  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of 
Quabbin R e s e r v o i r  by t h e  l a t e  1930s .  A l so  by t h e  l a t e  1930s ,  a  
new Rou te  1 2 2  bypasses  Pe t e r sham C e n t e r  and f o l l o w s  both  new and 
o l d  roadways n o r t h w e s t  s o u t h  of  S o u t h  Athol  t o  Orange. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

The o v e r a l l  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c l i n e  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 
t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a c c e l e r a t e d  by t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of t h e  Quabbin  R e s e r v o i r  and t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  of  Dana 's  
r ema in ing  l a n d  mass by Pe te rsham.  From a n  a r e a  t o t a l  of 1 , 4 3 9  i n  
1915 t h e  t o t a l  d ropped  t o  923 by 1940 ,  w i t h  o n l y  a  b r i e f  r e c o v e r y  
i n  1925.  The towns1 p o p u l a t i o n  s i z e  was s i m i l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  r e f l e c t i n g  P e t e r s h a m ' s  more r a p i d  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  L a t e  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ;  t h e i r  d e c l i n e  was p a r a l l e l  u n t i l  t h e  f l o o d i n g  
i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s ,  when Dana f i g u r e s  f e l l  from 595 i n  1930 t o  387 i n  
1935. Wi th in  t h e  a r e a  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  f o r e i g n - b o r n  remained 
q u i t e  s t a b l e ,  9 .8% i n  1915 and 9 . 1 %  i n  1940. That same y e a r ,  
38.5% were c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  r u r a l .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  r e s e r v o i r ,  Dana ' s  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l ,  U n i v e r s a l i s t ,  
and M e t h o d i s t  g roups  began a g a i n  t o  meet t o g e t h e r .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Only minor development  o c c u r s  i n  Pe te rsham.  The e n t i r e  s e t t l e m e n t  
of  Dana i s  abandoned and removed by t h e  end of  t h e  p e r i o d  a s  t h e  
town i s  t a k e n  o v e r  by t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Distr ic t  Commission a s  p a r t  
of  t h e  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r  a r e a .  A l l  b u i l d i n g s  and c e m e t e r i e s  a r e  
removed from Dana by 1939/40.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Pe te rsham s e t t l e m e n t  
west  of Turnp ike  Road i s  removed, a s  is  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  complex and 
p a r t  of  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Nichewaug ( F a c t o r y  V i l l a g e ) .  

D. Economic Base 

The p e r i o d  between t h e  two wor ld  wars  brought  many changes  t o  
Pe te rsham and Dana: a l l  water-powered i n d u s t r i e s  were c l o s e d  and 
t h e  p l a n t s  d i s m a n t l e d ,  and much of  t h e  l a n d  came under  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of t h e  Commonwealth of  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  o r  p r i v a t e  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  By 1915 ,  Harvard U n i v e r s i t y  a c q u i r e d  
more t h a n  2,000 a c r e s  i n  Pe t e r sham a s  a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  s i l v a  
c u l t u r e  f o r e s t .  A l a r g e  t r a c t  of  l a n d  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  
Commonwealth by t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  of  Women's Clubs ,  and t h e  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  D i s t r i c t  Commission a c q u i r e d  v a s t  a r e a s  of l a n d  f o r  
t h e  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r  and a s  w a t e r s h e d  p r o t e c t i o n  l a n d s .  I n  1927 
a l l  of  Dana was annexed t o  Pe t e r sham and t h e  town c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t  
a s  a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  e n t i t y .  A t  l e a s t  h a l f  of Dana ' s  former  
t e r r i t o r y  was f l o o d e d  by 1938 by t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  r e s e r v o i r .  
Pe te rsham a l s o  annexed p o r t  i o n s  of Greenwich and P r e s c o t t  t h a t  
were n o t  f l o o d e d .  Approximate ly  o n e - f o u r t h  of  P e t e r s h a m ' s  l a n d s  
came under  t h e  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  MDC a s  w a t e r s h e d  p r o t e c t i o n  l a n d .  
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : No major development  a p p a r e n t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town h a l l  (1960)  was d e s i g n e d  by A r t h u r  H. 
Brooks of Cambridge, M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a s  a  r e p l i c a  of  t h e  t h r e e - b a y ,  
g a b l e  end s t r u c t u r e  o f  1850 which burned i n  1957. 

The 1926 H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  b u i l d i n g  is  a s i n g l e - s t o r y ,  g a b l e  end ,  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  E n g l i s h  bond b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  d e s i g n e d  by John  Ames o f  
Boston t o  r e semble  Holden Chapel a t  Harvard.  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Adequate  i n v e n t o r y  o v e r a l l  ; good c o v e r a g e  of c e n t e r  ( h i s t o r i c  
d i s t r i c t ) .  

XI I. SOURCES 
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