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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: OCTOBER, 1982 COMMUNITY: -- PELHAM 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY - 

Pelham f a l l s  w i t h i n  a  r e g i o n  of rugged  u p l a n d s .  The g r e a t e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  
o c c u r  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  t w o - t h i r d s  of Pelham where t h e  u p l a n d s  g e n e r a l l y  
r a n g e  between 950'  and 1150 '  i n  h e i g h t .  S e v e r a l  p rominen t  p o i n t s  
i n c l u d e  M t .  L i n c o l n ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  h i g h e s t  e l e v a t i o n  a t  1 2 3 8 ' ,  an  unnamed 
peak n o r t h e a s t  o f  M t .  L i n c o l n  ( 1 1 9 5 ' )  and Dodge H i l l  ( 1 0 4 9 ' ) .  Heading 
w e s t ,  t h e  u p l a n d s  g r a d u a l l y  d e c r e a s e  i n  e l e v a t i o n  d r o p p i n g  t o  s l i g h t l y  
ove r  300 '  on t h e  town ' s  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r .  S e v e r a l  p o c k e t s  of  marsh land  
a r e  s c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  Pelham, p r i m a r i l y  w i t h i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n t e r i o r .  
Pelham l a c k s  any ma jo r  r i v e r s .  The o n l y  l o c a l  waterways a r e  s e v e r a l  
b rooks  which f l o w  i n t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  c e n t e r  and t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t , e v e n t u a l l y  
d r a i n i n g  i n t o  F o r t  R i v e r  (Amherst)  , a  t r i b u t a r y  o f  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R i v e r .  The o r i g i n a l  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r ,  s i t u a t e d  
on t h e  t o w n ' s  e a s t e r n  b o r d e r ,  w a s  i n u n d a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  
Quabbin R e s e r v o i r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s  and e a r l y  1 9 4 0 ' s .  The H i l l  
R e s e r v o i r  i s  Pe lham ' s  o n l y  o t h e r  body of  f r e s h w a t e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  p a r t  of  E q u i v a l e n t  Lands i n  1713 w i t h  w e s t e r n  
boundary a t  Hadley (Amherst)  l i n e  of  1663 and s o u t h e r n  l i n e  w i t h  
S p r i n g f i e l d  (Ludlow) o f  1684. So ld  t o  John  S todda rd  of  Northampton 
and pu rchased  by S c o t c h - I r i s h  p r o p r i e t o r s  a s  S todda rd  Town i n  1738. 
L o t  d i v i s i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1739 and i n c o r p o r a t e d  as  town o f  Pelham 
i n  1742 w i t h  s o u t h e r n  boundary a t  Belcher town (1761)  and n o r t h e r n  
l i n e  a t  S h u t e s b u r y  (1761)  . S o u t h e r n  d i s t r i c t  of  P a c k a r d s v i l l e  
annexed from Belcher town i n  1788. E a s t  P a r i s h  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1786 
w i t h  boundary a t  S w i f t  R i v e r  and  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town of  P r e s c o t t  
i n  1822. Fo rma t ion  of  Quabb in  R e s e r v o i r  i n  1927 i n c l u d e d  p o r t i o n  
of Enf i e l d  (1816)  i n  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  (Packa rdsv i l l e )  w i t h  boundary 
a t  S w i f t  R i v e r .  P r e s c o t t  and E n f i e l d  d i s i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1938. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW - 

R u r a l  h i l l  town on p e r i p h e r y  of C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  c o r r i d o r  from 
Amherst  and  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r .  Loca ted  on t h e  edge  of c e n t r a l  
u p l a n d s  w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  s u s p e c t e d  a t  O r i e n t  S p r i n g s .  S c o t c h - I r i s h  
s e t t l e m e n t  a s  S toddard town d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  
s u r v i v a l  of  o r i g i n a l  mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  mee t inghouse  a t  Pelham C e n t e r .  
L imi t ed  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  e x c e p t  a s  up land  g r a z i n g  w i t h  some 
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  Amherst  Road. C r a f t  v i l l a g e s  deve loped  
d u r i n g  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  a t  West Pelham and P a c k a r d s v i l l e  
( now Quabbin  R e s e r v a t i o n )  w i t h  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  Greek R e v i v a l  c h u r c h e s  
a t  Pelham C e n t e r  and H a r r i s  Brook,  i n c l u d i n g  p e r i o d  house  on B u t l e r  
h i l l .  I s o l a t e d  l o c a t i o n  l i m i t e d  f u r t h e r  deve lopment  d u r i n g  L a t e  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  suburban  e x p a n s i o n  from Amherst  
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by e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  n o t a b l e  Craftsman bungalow i n  West 
Pelham. C o n s t r u c t i o n  of Quabbin R e s e r v o i r  i n  S w i f t  R ive r  v a l l e y  
f looded  p o r t i o n  of P r e s c o t t  and Packardsvi l le  b e f o r e  Second World 
War. P r e s e n t  development  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  a l o n g  Amherst Road from 
W e s t  Pelham, w h i l e  Pelham Cen te r  r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  v i l l a g e  c h a r a c t e r  
around h i s t o r i c  meetinghouse d e s p i t e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  a long  
Route 2 0 2  c o r r i d o r  t o  Quabbin R e s e r v a t i o n .  

I V  . CONTRACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  -- 

Secondary c o r r i d o r  through c e n t r a l  h igh lands  between S w i f t  River  and 
C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  w i t h  no documented t r a i l  r o u t e s .  P robab le  t r a i l  
c o n j e c t u r e d  a long  Amethyst Brook t o  O r i e n t  S p r i n g s  ( W e s t  Pelham) 
a long  a x i s  of V a l l e y  Road. North-south connec to r  t o  S w i f t  R ive r  
c o n j e c t u r e d  a long  Ca ldwel l  Brook t o  P i n e  H i l l  (Pelham Cen te r )  w i t h  
p o s s i b l e  l i n k  a long  Shu tesbury  Road. T r a i l  r o u t e s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t o  
Mount L inco ln  a long  Dunlop Brook from P i n e  H i l l .  

B .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  - 

There w e r e  no r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  s i tes  i n  t h e  MHC p r e h i s t o r i c  i n v e n t o r y .  
Nat ive  o c c u p a t i o n  was p r o b a b l y  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s m a l l  s e a s o n a l  hun t ing  
and f i s h i n g  camps s c a t t e r e d  th roughou t  t h e  town 's  up lands  and a long  
l o c a l  streams and brooks .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  
up lands  immedia te ly  w e s t  of Shutesbury  Road/northern p o r t i o n  of 
R t .  2 0 2 ,  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of Amethyst and Dunlop brooks  and t h e  Quabbin 
R e s e r v o i r  ( fo rmer  c o u r s e  of t h e  S w i f t  R i v e r ) .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  -- P a t t e r n s :  

The Pelham a r e a  had l i m i t e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l .  P o t e n t i a l  c r o p  
producing l a n d  was p robab ly  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  up lands  w e s t  of 
Shutesbury  Road and t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of R t .  202. Pelham had 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  f i s h i n g  and hun t ing  a r e a  when c o n s i d e r i n g  
t h e  p resence  of e x t e n s i v e  up lands  and t h e  network of  s t r eams  and t h e  
S w i f t  R ive r .  

D. Obse rva t ions :  

Pelham probab ly  was an  i m p o r t a n t  hun t ing  a r e a  f o r  n a t i v e s  i n h a b i t i n g  
t h e  major n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a s  s i t u a t e d  a t  Hadley and B r o o k f i e l d .  
The g r e a t e s t  l i k e l i h o o d  of e x t a n t  p e r i o d  s i t es  should  occur  on t h e  
up lands  w e s t  of Shutesbury  Road/northern p o r t i o n  of R t .  202 and t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  conf luence  of Amethyst and Dunlop Brooks. 

V .  PLANTATION ---- PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  l o c a l  r o u t e s  between C o n n e c t i c u t  and S w i f t  
River  v a l l e y .  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  - 

Nat ive  occupa t ion  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  s m a l l ,  
s e a s o n a l  hun t ing  bands. 

There was no pre-1675 c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  -- 

Nat ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  w e r e  p robab ly  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  sugges ted  
f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

D .  Economic Base: - 

Nat ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  remained b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  

I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h e  c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  of v a l l e y  towns such  a s  Hadley, 
South  Hadley and Northampton undertook lumbering i n  t h e  Pelham 
woodlands. 

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

The Pelham a r e a  was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  e a s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  n a t i v e  
and c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c a l  p o i n t s  s i t u a t e d  a long  t h e  Connec t i cu t  
R ive r .  Pre-1675 c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of Pelham was d i scouraged  by 
t h e  a r e a ' s  rugged t e r r a i n  and t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of more p r o d u c t i v e  
land w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y .  

COLONIAL PERIOD - 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  - 

Survey of S toddard  Town d i v i s i o n  (1739) and l o c a t i o n  of Pelham 
meetinghouse (1743) c r e a t e d  rangeway g r i d  from town c e n t e r  a long  
n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  of Route 202. Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  highway l o c a t e d  
a s  Amherst-Greenwich Road th rough  town c e n t e r  w i t h  secondary  connec- 
t o r  t o  Shutesbury  around Mount O r i e n t .  (Note: l o c a l  highways 
unnamed and many d i s c o n t i n u e d  i n  Quabbin R e s e r v a t i o n ) .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  i f  Pelham had a  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Pelham's  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i s t e d  of approximate ly  16 f a m i l i e s  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 4 0 ' s .  The s e t t l e m e n t  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  57 f a m i l i e s  
371 i n d i v i u a l s  and 57 houses by 1765. F u r t h e r  growth took p l a c e  
between t h i s  d a t e  and 1776. By t h e  l a t e r  d a t e  Pelham's  p o p u l a t i o n  
had a lmos t  doubled  t o  729 i n d i v i d u a l s .  The m a j o r i t y  of Pelham's  
p e r i o d  occupan t s  w e r e  S c o t c h - I r i s h  P r e s b y t a r i a n s  and former 
r e s i d e n t s  of Worces ter .  The town may have had a  s m a l l  B a p t i s t  
p o p u l a t i o n  by t h e  end of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  
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C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Pelham's  c o l o n i a l  community was n o t  a t t a c k e d  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  Wars 
of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n i t i a l  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  John S toddard '  s s a l e  of " E q u i v a l e n t  Lands" ( i n c l u d e d  Pelham) 
t o  a  number of Worcester  r e s i d e n t s  i n  1739. By t h e  1 7 4 0 1 s ,  a  s m a l l  
s e t t l e m e n t  node had been e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  
v i l l a g e  of Pelham. T h i s  l o c a t i o n  was t h e  s i t e  of t h e  town ' s  f i r s t  
b u r i a l  ground ( c .  1739) and meetinghouse ( c .  1743) . P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  
a l s o  occur red  w e s t ,  n o r t h  and e a s t  of t h i s  node a l o n g  Va l l ey  Road, 
Shutesbury  Road and e a s t  of Route 202, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Some of t h e  
e a s t e r n  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  S w i f t  R ive r  V a l l e y  ( inunda ted  by 
t h e  Quabbin R e s e r v o i r )  and p r e s e n t  New Salem. 

D .  Economic Base: 

P r i o r  t o  permanent c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  r e s i d e n t s  
u t i l i z e d  t h e  Pelham a r e a  f o r  hun t ing  and g r a z i n g  l a n d .  

Pelham's  c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  focused  p r i m a r i l y  on a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
lumbering.  The most common produce was r y e ,  o a t s ,  c o r n ,  c i d e r  and 
t o  a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e ,  wheat.  By t h e  end of t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  t h e  
town was t h e  l e a d i n g  a p p l e  producer  i n  Hampshire County. Crop 
p r o d u c t i o n  p robab ly  focused  i n  t h e  S w i f t  River  Va l l ey  and t h e  
moderate up lands  w e s t  of Shutesbury  Road and Route 2 0 2 .  There was 
no documentat ion of  p e r i o d  i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  Thomas Dick 
began o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  t a v e r n  i n  c.1749 and con t inued  t o  do  
s o  u n t i l  c.1768 (Parmenter  1898:249) .  H e  a l s o  was l i c e n s e d  t o  
s e l l  " t e a ,  c o f f e e  and c h i n a  ware" from h i s  home i n  1763. 

E .  Obse rva t ions :  - - 
Pelham was one of o n l y  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  communities w i t h i n  t h e  
Connec t i cu t  R ive r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t  s e t t l e d  p r i m a r i l y  by Scotch-  
I r i s h  n a t i v e s .  The c l o s e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  p o p u l a t i o n  
was Palmer. Pelham's  l a c k  of a n  i n d u s t r i a l  component probably  
f o r c e d  a  heavy r e l i a n c e  on p e r i o d  m i l l s  s i t u a t e d  i n  Amherst. The 
town ' s  con t inued  r u r a l  n a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  a  h igh  l i k e l i h o o d  of e x t a n t  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of t h e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  A number of 
s i t e s  may s u r v i v e  i n  e a s t e r n  Pelham and underneath  t h e  Quabbin ,  
b o t h  of which w e r e  c l e a r e d  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  R e s e r v o i r .  

F .  - A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  ha l f -dozen C o l o n i a l  houses  a r e  known 
t o  s u r v i v e  i n  Pelham. Of t h e s e ,  a l l  b u t  one ( O r i e n t  Farm, c.1750) 
appear  t o  have been c o n s t r u c t e d  o r i g i n a l l y  a s  h a l f  o r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  
p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s  and l a t e r  e n l a r g e d  t o  f i v e  bay s t a t u s .  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  houses i n c l u d e  a  c.1740 c e n t e r  chimney house on Cook Road 
w i t h  a  second s t o r y  overhang,  a  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  p l a n  c o t t a g e  (c .1740)  
on Amherst Road and a  h a l f - p l a n  c o t t a g e  ( a l s o  c . 1 7 4 0 ) .  
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V I I  . 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Pelham is  one of a  h a n d f u l  of Massachuse t t s  communi- 
t i e s  which r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  meetinghouse.  B u i l t  c.1743 and 
f i n i s h e d  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  meetinghouse s t a n d s  two s t o r i e s  
t a l l  and f e a t u r e s  a  two-s tory  p r o j e c t i n g  e n t r a n c e  porch  w i t h  ped i -  
ment. I t s  dimensions  a r e  46' x  36 '  x  2 5 ' .  I n  1844, t h e  meeting-  
house became Pelham's  f i r s t  town h a l l .  Two schoolhouses  a r e  known 
t o  have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  one i n  1755 and one i n  1761. 

FEDERAL PERIOD 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  ---- 

Continued expansion of l o c a l  highway system from town c e n t e r  i n c l u d i n g  
network of secondary  highways from West Pelham a s  Enf i e l d  Road t o  
B u t l e r  H i l l  and Harkness Road t o  Amherst. Local  c o n n e c t o r s  a l s o  
developed t o  P a c k a r d s v i l l e  from Knights  Corner  w i t h  pr imary  n o r t h -  
s o u t h  a x i s  a s  Route 202 from Belchertown. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 

Though Pelham l o s t  a  p o r t i o n  of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1822 w i t h  t h e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of t h e  town of P r e s c o t t ,  h e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by d e n s i t y ,  expanded th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  though t h e r e  a r e  no c l e a r  
a t t r a c t i o n s  t o  e x p l a i n  it. I n  1830, t h e  number of r e s i d e n t s  was 904. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Pelham Cen te r  remained a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  upland a g r i c u l t u r e  around 
town c e n t e r .  Secondary c r a f t  v i l l a g e s  formed a t  W e s t  Pelham on 
Amethyst Brook and a t  P a c k a r d s v i l l e  on Ca ldwel l  Brook by e a r l y  1 9 t h  
cen t u r y  . 
D.  Economic - Base: -- 

D e s p i t e  i t s  s t e e p  topography and rocky s o i l ,  Pelham expanded i n  t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  a s  p a r t  of t h e  exapns ion  of  most  C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l l ey  
towns. By 1830, t h e r e  w e r e  f i v e  sawmil ls  i n  u s e .  The f i r s t  g r a n i t e  
q u a r r y  i n  Pelham was opened by an Amherst man b e f o r e  1820. During 
t h e  1820s ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  expanded r a p i d l y ,  w i t h  t h e  s t o n e  used f o r  
much a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r i m  i n  Amherst,  Ware and o t h e r  towns. About 
1827 palm l e a f  h a t s  w e r e  f i r s t  produced a s  a  c o t t a g e  i n d u s t r y  by 
l o c a l  women, who s o l d  them t o  buyers  i n  Enf i e l d  (and l a t e r  Ware) . 
E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Perhaps  a s  many a s  a  dozen houses and c o t t a g e s  of t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  have s u r v i v e d  i n  Pelham. The m a j o r i t y  of t h e s e  a r e  
c o t t a g e s ,  of e i t h e r  c e n t e r  o r  d o u b l e  chimney p l a n .  These a r e  l o c a t e d  
i n  a  d i s p e r s e d  p a t t e r n  a l o n g  Amherst and Va l l ey  Roads. Of t h e  v e r y  
few F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  houses  obse rved ,  a l l  w e r e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  
s t r u c t u r e s .  
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I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1786,  t h e  second p a r i s h  of  Pelham w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  
T h i s  e n t i t y ,  known as  the E a s t  B r i s h , w a s  l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  
town of  P r e s c o t t .  I n  1808,  a s m a l l  band of  Q u a k e r s  f rom Cumberland, 
Rhode I s l a n d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  themse lves  a t  Pelham. They s u b s e q u e n t l y  
b u i l t  a  mee t inghouse  which s u r v i v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
i n  e v e n t u a l  u s e  a s  a  b a r n .  Should  t h e  meet inghouse  s u r v i v e ,  even  
i n  a  d e b a s e d  form,  it would b e  an  i m p o r t a n t  r eminde r  of Quakerism,  
o t h e r w i s e  unknown i n  t h e  V a l l e y .  

Commercial: A t  l e a s t  two t a v e r n s  (c .  1780 and 1815)  w e r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  
a t  Pelham C e n t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

P r imary  c o r r i d o r  remained  a l o n g  Amethyst  Brook from W e s t  Pelham t o  
town c e n t e r  w i t h  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  a l o n g  Route 202. No r a i l r o a d s  
p r o j e c t e d  o r  c o n s t r u c t e d  t h r o u g h  a r e a .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 

Pe lham ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand u n t i l  a b o u t  1850 when it 
r e a c h e d  i t s  peak c o u n t  of 983. Fo r  r e a s o n s  n o t  y e t  c l e a r ,  between 
1850 and 1855 t h e  town l o s t  n e a r l y  a  t e n t h  of  h e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
r e a c h i n g  789 i n  t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r .  A f t e r  1855 t h i s  d e c l i n e  c o n t i n u e d  
u n i n t e r r u p t e d  u n t i l  1905. I n  1855 o n l y  13  r e s i d e n t s  had been  bo rn  
a b r o a d ,  s even  of whom w e r e  I r i s h .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  --- 

C i v i c  f o c u s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  Pelham C e n t e r  w i t h  secondary  c e n t e r  a long  
Arnherst Road a t  H a r r i s  Brook ( B u t l e r  H i l l ) .  Manufac tu r ing  v i l l a g e s  
expanded a t  W e s t  Pelham and Packaldsvi l le  w i t h  c r o s s r o a d s  a t  Kn igh t s  
Corne r  on Belcher town Road. Upland f a rming  c o n t i n u e d  around town 
c e n t e r  w i t h  lumber ing  and  q u a r r y i n g  i n  p e r i p h e r a l  h i g h l a n d s .  

D .  Economic Base:  -- 

Pelham i n  t h e  1840s  seems t o  have r e a c h e d  t h e  peak o f  h e r  p r o s p e r i t y ,  
w i t h  a  d i v e r s i t y  of s m a l l  woodworking shops  of  v a r i o u s  k i n d s .  Most 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  o f  t h e s e  was t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  wagons. Packa rd  and 
Thurs ton  had begun making c a r r i a g e s  a t  P a c k a r d v i l l e  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  
1830. I n  1845 c a r r i a g e  making was t h e  t o w n ' s  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y ,  
employing 17 men t o  make 175 c a r r i a g e s  a n n u a l l y ,  wor th  $ 9 6 2 5 .  
(These f i g u r e s  may r e f e r  t o  Packard  & T h u r s t o n ' s  o p e r a t i o n  a l o n e . )  
Not l o n g  a f t e r ,  t h e  f i r m  l e f t  P a c k a r d v i l l e  f o r  Belcher town.  Second 
l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  y e a r  ( i n  t e r m s  of p r o d u c t  v a l u e )  was t h e  making 
of  palm-leaf  h a t s ,  i n  which 183 women w e r e  engaged.  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  1850s ,  Pelham seems t o  have e n t e r e d  a n  i n t e n s e  psycho- 
l o g i c a l  d e p r e s s i o n ,  connec ted  w i t h  a  d r a m a t i c  l o s s  of p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
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t h e  y e a r s  1850-55. Haynes n o t e d  t h e  p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  town i n  w r i t i n g  
t h a t  no town i n  t h e  c o u n t y  i n  1855 s u p p o r t e d  more p a u p e r s  t h a n  d i d  
Pelham. Thus p e r h a p s  i t  seemed t o  t h e  r ema in ing  town r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  
t a x e s  and  town e x p e n s e s  would be  less one rous  under  t h e  a d j a c e n t  
towns of Arnherst and Belcher town.  I n  1854 t h e  town took  t h e  unpre-  
cenden ted  s t e p  o f  a p p l y i n g  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  g i v e  
up i t s  c h a r t e r  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a  move which was r e p e a t e d  p e r i o d i -  
c a l l y  u n t i l  1870. A s  t h e  a p p e a l  was opposed by t h e  a d j o i n i n g  towns 
t o  which p a r t s  of Pelham would be annexed ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  r e f u s e d  
t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  t o w n ' s  p e t i t i o n .  

The town ' s m a j o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  f i s h i n g  r o d s ,  g o t  i t s  
s t a r t  a b o u t  1858 when Horace Gray and  s o n  s t a r t e d  making s p l i t  
bamboo r o d s  on a m i l l  p r i v i l e g e  i n  t h e  West End. G r a n i t e  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  be q u a r r i e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  i n  d e c l i n i n g  
q u a n t i t i e s .  Some Pelham f a r m e r s  grew t o b a c c o  (16  a c r e s  i n  1 8 6 5 ) ,  
b u t  t h e  a t t e m p t  was g i v e n  up by 1880. 

The d i s c o v e r y  of a s u l f u r  s p r i n g  i n  1853 by l o c a l  m i n e r a l o g i s t  
Wi l l i am N e w e l 1  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  by t h e  mid 1850s o f  t h e  
O r i e n t  House,  a t t r a c t i n g  many v i s i t o r s  and  i n v a l i d s  t o  t a k e  t h e  
w a t e r s .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Some n u c l e a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  began t o  o c c u r  a t  W e s t  Pelham 
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h e r e ,  s e v e r a l  dozen  Greek R e v i v a l  and t r a n s i t i o n a l  
Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  1840s ,  
' 5 0 s  and ' 6 0 s .  These  i n c l u d e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e q u a l  numbers of  s i d e h a l l  
and c e n t e r  h a l l  ( d o u b l e  o r  end  chimney) p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s .  A few of 
t h e s e  c o t t a g e s  i n c o r p o r a t e  eyebrow windows i n  t h e  a t t i c  s t o r y .  

I n s t i  t u t i o n a l :  A B a p t i s t  c h u r c h  w a s  founded a t  P a c k a r d s v i l l e  (now 
i n u n d a t e d  by Quabb in  R e s e r v o i r )  i n  1831  w i t h  a  church  b u i l t  c .1835;  
a  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  c h u r c h  a l s o  m e t  a t  P a c k a r d s v i l l e  a f t e r  1838. 
I n  1859,  t h e  f i r s t  Union C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  was o r g a n i z e d ;  t h e  
S o c i e t y  was r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  1868 w i t h  a mee t inghouse  b u i l t  i n  1869. 
T h a t  mee t inghouse  i s  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e  now s t a n d i n g  on 
Arnherst Road a t  E n f i e l d  S t r e e t .  The p r e s e n t  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  i s  a  
Greek R e v i v a l  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  mee t inghouse  b u i l t  i n  1839. 

Commercial: Al though i t  burned  i n  1889,  t h e  O r i e n t  House n o t e d  (1861)  
was a  v e r y  f i n e  example of  Greek R e v i v a l  commercial  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
and b e f o r e  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  mos t  o u t s t a n d i n g  s t r u c t u r e ,  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y .  Three  s t o r i e s  t a l l  w i t h  a  h i p  r o o f  w i t h  deck and 
c e n t r a l  c u p o l a ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f e a t u r e d  eyebrow windows i n  t h e  a t t i c  
s t o r y  and a  p rominen t  D o r i c  p o r t i c o  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) - 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

L o c a l  road  sys tem remained i n t a c t  w i t h  e x p a n s i o n  o f  suburban  t r o l l e y  
r o u t e  t o  West Pelham from Amherst  by 1905.  
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B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P e l h a m ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e  u n t i l  1905,  when u n d e r  
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  t r o l l e y  r o u t e  t o  West Pelham, t h e  town 
g a i n e d  s l i g h t l y ,  r e c o r d i n g  499 p e r s o n s  i n  1915.  N e g l i g i b l e  
numbers w e r e  f o r e i g n  b o r n .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Manufac tu r ing  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  W e s t  Pelham and 
P a c k a r d s v i l l e  w i t h  c i v i c  f o c u s  a t  Pelham C e n t e r .  Secondary  v i l l a g e s  
remain  a t  H a r r i s  Brook ( B u t l e r  H i l l )  and  K n i g h t ' s  C o r n e r  on  
r e g i o n a l  highways.  

D .  Economic Base: 

Only two m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b u s i n e s s e s  w e r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
c e n s u s  o f  1875: a s i n g l e  s a w m i l l ,  and  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  f i s h i n g  
r o d s .  I n  1889 t h e  l a t t e r  was p u r c h a s e d  by t h e  Montague C i t y  Rod 
Company, which had p l a n t s  a t  Montague C i t y  and P o s t  M i l l s ,  Vermont. 
Between t h e  t h r e e  p l a n t s  t h e  f i r m  was s a i d  t o  t u r n  o u t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  
of a l l  t h e  s p l i t  bamboo r o d s  i n  t h e  U .  S.  ( P a r n e n t e r ,  242) , employing 
sometimes a s  many as 40 n e n .  The bamboo was impor t ed  from C a l c u t t a  
and J a p a n .  S t o n e  q u a r r y i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  on an  i r r e g u l a r  
b a s i s .  

P r o b a b l y  a b o u t  1870 Lemuel N e w e l 1  d i s c o v e r e d  a  d e p o s i t  of a s b e s t o s  
on h i s  fa rm on B u t t e r  H i l l ,  which  he  and  o t h e r s  mined f o r  p r o b a b l y  
10-20 y e a r s .  The m i n e r a l  w a s  s o l d  i n  Bos ton  and  N e w  York. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  -- 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d .  Nea r ly  a l l  p e r i o d  h o u s e s  o b s e r v e d  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  W e s t  
Pelhara. These  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  o u t s t a n d i n g  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  
bungalows and a s c a t t e r i n g  o f  more modes t  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s .  
The bungalows are c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l a r g e  s t r u c t u r e s  e x h i b i t i n g  a  number 
of  c l a s s i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  t y p e ,  s u c h  as  d o u b l e  g a b l e s  a t  p o r c h  and  
r o o f ,  exposed r a f t e r s  and  o t h e r  c r a f t s m a n l i k e  d e t a i l s .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

Abandonment of  W e s t  P e l h a n  t r o l l e y  r o u t e  and improvement of  l o c a l  
highways a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o  r o a d s .  P r i m a r y  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  f rom 
A t h o l  t o  Belcher town a s  Route  2 0 2  t h r o u g h  Pelham C e n t e r .  Secondary  
e a s t - w e s t  highway from Amherst  t o  Greenwich improved from W e s t  
Pelham t o  town c e n t e r  w i t h  e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  d i s c o n t i n u e d  by Quabb in  
R e s e r v o i r  deve lopment  ( 1 9 3 8 ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

P e l h a m ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  remained  i n  t h e  400-500 r a n g e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
pe r iod .  No s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s  were made u n t i l  a f t e r  World War 11. 
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Development of Quabbin R e s e r v o i r  r e q u i r e d  c l e a r a n c e  of P a c k a r d s v i l l e  
and removal  of f a r m s t e a d s  a l o n g  S w i f t  R i v e r  v a l l e y  ( 1 9 2 7 ) .  C i v i c  
f o c u s - m a i n t a i n e d  a t  Pelham C e n t e r  w i t h  l i m i t e d  growth  a t  West Pelham 
from Amherst .  

D .  Economic Base: 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  Montague C i t y  Rod Co. remained  i n  
o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  c h i e f  s o u r c e  of  income f o r  t h e  town w a s  i n  
lumber ing  and  s t o n e  q u a r r y i n g  ( \ P A  Guide ,  549)  . C l e a r e d  l a n d  was 
l a r g e l y  used  f o r  p a s t u r a g e  and b l u e b e r r y  r a i s i n g .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w a s  c o n f i n e d  t o  a  few i s o l a t e d  
s t r u c t u r e s .  S e v e r a l  modes t  c o t t a g e s  a t  West Pelham w e r e  p r o b a b l y  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  1920s ,  w h i l e  a few gambre l  r o o f  c o t t a g e s  of  t h e  p e r i o d  
w e r e o b s e r v e d  on Amherst  Road. Some p o u l t r y  b a r n s  w e r e  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  1920s  (example  on Amherst  Road) . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  known i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  
p e r i o d  was t h e  Rhodes S c h o o l  ( 1 9 2 5 ) ,  a  o n e - s t o r y  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
s t r u c t u r e  on Amherst Road. 

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS -- 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Survey  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  Montague C i t y  Rod Co. f a c t o r y  
( 1 8 8 9 ? ) .  
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