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M H C  RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY R E P O R T  

D A T E :  October ,  1983 COMMUNITY: Oxford 

I .  T O P O G R A P H Y  

The topography of Oxford i s  dominated by t h e  v a l l e y  of t h e  French 
Rive r ,  which flows n o r t h  t o  south  through t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  of t h e  
town, and i t s  s e v e r a l  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  which d r a i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  h a l f  of 
t h e  town. In t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  town, t h e  r i v e r  descends 
more t h a n  200 f e e t  i n  two m i l e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  power i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  
many water-powered mi 11 s .  

The c e n t e r  of t h e  town i s  dominated by a  l a r g e  p l a i n ,  measuring 
1 . 5  by 1  mi le  and formed a s  a broad s t r eam t e r r a c e  by r a p i d l y  
moving water  from t h e  r e t r e a t i n g  g l a c i e r .  South from t h i s  p l a i n  
t h e s e  g l a c i a l  d e p o s i t s  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  French River  v a l l e y ,  
c o n t a i n i n g  some of t h e  most impor tan t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o i l s  of 
Worces ter  County. A t  t h e  Dudley and Webster boundary t h e  French 
Rive r  v a l l e y  narrows between a  rough, s t o n y  r i d g e  on t h e  wes t ,  
r i s i n g  s e v e r a l  hundred f e e t  above t h e  su r round ing  s u r f a c e  t o  more 
than  700 f e e t  above sea l e v e l ,  a n d  h i l l s  of g l a c i a l  t i l l  on t h e  
e a s t .  Much of Oxford ' s  remaining s u r f a c e  i s  covered by e x c e l l e n t  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  so i  1  s ,  i n c l u d i n g  S u t t o n ,  Paxton and Char1 ton  Loams, 
which y i e l d  good c r o p s  of g r a i n s ,  hay and v e g e t a b l e s .  

11. POLITICAL POUNDARIES 

Inc luded i n  l a r g e  1681 g r a n t  by Nipmuck I n d i a n s  t o  Joseph Dudley, 
William Stoughton ,  Robert  Thompson and o t h e r s .  L a n d s  annexed i n  
1731,  1734. P a r t  i n c l u d e d  i n  new town of Dudley, 1732. P a r t  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  d i s t r i c t  of C h a r l t o n ,  1754. Prish s e t  o f f  from 
Oxford a n d  o t h e r  towns e s t a b l i s h e d  as Ward ( l a t e r  Auburn) 1778. 
P a r t s  of Char l ton  annexed,  1789,  1809. P a r t  of S u t t o n  annexed 
1793. Oxford South Gore annexed 1807. P a r t  i nc luded  i n  new town 
of Webster ,  1832. Oxford North Gore annexed 1838. Bounds with 
Char l ton  and Mill  b u r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1907, w i t h  A u b u r n  i n  1908. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

R e s i d e n t i a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  community on t h e  French 
River  c o r r i d o r ,  with n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  s i t e  on a l l u v i a l  p l a i n s .  1686 
French Hugenot s e t t l e m e n t  e a s t  of r i v e r ,  s u b j e c t e d  t o  r epea ted  
n a t i v e  a t t a c k s ,  with f i n a l  abandonment i n  1704. R e s e t t l e d  i n  
1713,  w i t h  meet inghouse s i t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 171 7. Dispersed  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  on a1 1  u v i a l  p l a i n  and e a s t e r n  
h i g h l a n d s ,  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s  remaining.  
Federa l  v i l l a g e  development a t  Oxford Cen te r  a t  r e g i o n a l  
t r a n s p o r t  j u n c t i o n .  E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t e x t i l e  manufactory on 
French Rive r  a t  North Oxford a n d  v i l l a g e s  west of Cen te r .  
Commercial f o c u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Oxford Cen te r  w i t h  1840 r a i l  
connec t ion .  S u s t a i n e d  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  1  i n e a r  t e x t i l e  m i l l  expans ion  
northward a long  French Rive r  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  many p a r t i a l l y  i n t a c t  
v i l l a g e  remains .  Suburban expans ion  from r e c e n t  Route 52 c o r r i d o r  
development may t h r e a t e n  remaining  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s .  



I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

N o r t h / s o u t h  F r e n c h  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  numerous t r i b u t a r y  t r a i l s  
l e a d i n g  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l l e y .  P r i m a r y  
n o r t ~ e a s t / s o u t h w e s t  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e  "Bay P a t h "  f r o m  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
Bay t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  t h r o u g h  s o u t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t o w n  p r o b a b l y  b e t w e e n  
S l a t e r ' s  and R o b i n s o n  Ponds,  n o r t h  o f  F o r t  H i l l  ( S u t t o n  Avenue, 
o l d  r o a d  t o  F o r t  H i l l  Poad, a l o n g  c o n t o u r s  t o  H o l b r o o k  Road) ,  t h e n  
a c r o s s  t h e  v a l l e y  (Harwood S t r e e t )  t o  F r e n c h  R i v e r  f o r d ,  a f t e r  
w h i c h  t h e  t r a i l  s p l i t s ,  w i t h  one r o u t e  s o u t h  a l o n g  t h e  F r e n c h  
F i v e r  c o r r i d o r  ( W e h s t e r  S t r e e t ) ,  and one o t h e r  c o n t i n u i n g  
s o u t h w e s t  ( L a r n a r d  R o a d - o l d  t r a i l  ) .  An a l t e r n a t e  e a s t / w e s t  t r a i l  
n o r t h  o f  t h i s  one ( L o v e t t  Road - S u t t o n  Avenue - C h a r l t a n  S t r e e t ) ,  
w h i c h  a l s o  b r a n c h e s  ( D u d l e y  Poad o r  S o u t h b r i d g e  Road) .  N o r t h e a s t  
t r a i l  i n f e r r e d  a l o n g  W e l l i n g t o n  B r o o k  t r i b u t a r y  ( 0 1  d  W o r c e s t e r  
Road) .  I n f e r r e d  n o r t h e r n  F r e n c h  R i v e r  t r a i l  a l o n g  P r o s p e c t  
S t r e e t - L e i c e s t e r  Road. Some n o r t h / s o u t h  t r a i l  m u s t  have  r u n  
t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t r a l  v a l l e y ,  p r o b a b l y  n e a r  t h e  l a t e r  M a i n  S t r e e t  
l o c a t i o n .  

€3. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C o n s i s t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  o f  u p l a n d ,  i t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  f ew  
s i t e s  a r e  known f r o m  t h e  town.  The banks  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  R i v e r ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  t h e  numerous ponds  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  we re  p r o b a b l e  
l o c a t i o n s  o f  s h o r t  t e r m  c a m p s i t e s .  

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

W i t h  so few  t e r r a c e d  a r e a s  t h e  town  was p r o b a b l y  f r e q u e n t e d  o n l y  
f o r  s h o r t  t e r m  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  F i s h i n g  on  ponds  and t h e  F r e n c h  
R i v e r ,  and h u n t i n g  i n  t h e  u p l a n d s  w o u l d  be p a r t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n a l  
r o u n d s  f r o m  l a r g e r ,  more  p e r m a n e n t  base camps t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  e a s t  
and n o r t h .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1  6 7 5 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  t r a i l s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use.  

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  p a t t e r n .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675 -1  7 7 5 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

M a i n  t r a i l s  a r e  i m p r o v e d  as  C o l o n i a l  r o a d s ,  and n o r t h / s o u t h  M a i n  
S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  F r e n c h  H u g e n o t s  ( 1 6 8 6 )  s e t t l e  a l o n g  
C o n n e c t i c u t  P a t h ,  w i t h  a1 t e r n a t e  r o a d s  t o  n o r t h / s o u t h  v a l l e y  
c o r r i d o r  ( H u g e n o t  Road) and t o  f o r t  ( F o r t  H i l l  Road) .  M a j o r  
e a s t / w e s t  r o a d  r e m a i n s  S u t t o n  A v e n u e / C h a r l t o n  s t r e e t  w i t h  
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a l t e r n a t e  e a s t  b r a n c h  a l o n g  L o v e t t  Road and s o u t h / w e s t  b r a n c h  t o  
Woodstock ,  CT on  Harwood S t r e e t  / L a r n a r d  Road. V a r i o u s  s e c o n d a r y  
r o a d s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  u p l a n d  f a r m s  e a s t  and w e s t  o f  t h e  a  
v a l l e y  ( P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  F e d e r a l  Road, Dona Road, 01 d  C h a r l  t o n  
Road) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

A t  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  t h e  F r e n c h  s e t t l e r s  numbered 5 2  i n  1687,  
s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e i r  numbers  had expanded t o  b e t w e e n  70 a n d  80. 
These Frenchmen had m i g r a t e d  f r o m  R o c h e l l e  t o  London a f t e r  t h e  
E d i c t  o f  N a n t e s ,  and t h e r e  came i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  Thompson who 
recommended them t o  t h e  c o l o n y  and h i s  f e l l o w  p r o p r i e t o r s .  T h e i r  
p r i m a r y  l e a d e r s  w e r e  G a b r i e l  B a e r n o n  a n d  I s a a c  B e r t r a n d ,  D r .  
T u f f e a u  and t h e y  b r o u g h t  an  A n g l i c a n  o r d a i n e d  m i n i s t e r  t o  s e r v e  
them. S h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  r u m o r e d  and a c t u a l  a t t a c k s  b y  t h e  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  c a u s e d  t h e  
abandonment  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  . By 1699,  8 - 1 0  f a m i l i e s  had  
r e t u r n e d  b u t  renewed a t t a c k s  d u r i n g  Queen  A n n e ' s  War l e d  t o  a  
second  abandonment  i n  1704.  They may have  l a t e r  f o u n d e d  t h e  
F r e n c h  P r o t e s t a n t  c h u r c h  i n  B o s t o n  t h a t  same y e a r .  N a t i v e  
A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  s t i l l  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  N o r t h  O x f o r d  a r e a ,  n u m b e r i n g  
w i t h  Woodstock ,  40  f a m i l i e s .  The F r e n c h  s e t t l e r s  w e r e  r e p e a t e d l y  
a c c u s e d  o f  s e l l i n g  them rum. 

A b o u t  1 0  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  F r e n c h  abandonment ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  
r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s e t t l e  3 0  E n g l i s h  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  I n  
1720,  30  men and women s i g n e d  t h e  c o v e n a n t  a t  c h u r c h  f o r m a t i o n .  
T h e i r  m i n i s t e r  Campbe l l  was a  s p o k e s p e r s o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  New L i g h t  
movement t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  r e v i v a l s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  Awaken ing ,  
c a u s i n g  f r i c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  n e i g h b o r i n g  town,  S u t t o n ,  whose m i n i s t e r  
was a  r e v i v a l  e n t h u s i a s t .  Few p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  
h u t  by 1749  o n l y  2 0  men p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  l a n d  d i v i s i o n .  
I n  1765  t o t a l  f i g u r e s  e q u a l l e d  890,  i n  1776,  1,112. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

A f t e r  t h e  s a l e  o f  N ipmuck l a n d s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  b y  B l a c k  James i n  
1682,  a  g r o u p  o f  B o s t o n  a n d  London men r e c e i v e d  a  g r a n t ,  m e a s u r i n g  
1 2  x 9 m i l e s ,  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  p r e s e n t  O x f o r d  a s  w e l l  as  p a r t s  o f  
C h a r l  t o n ,  D u d l e y  and Ward. T h i s  g roup ,  i n c l u d i n g  J o s e p h  D u d l e y ,  
W i l l i a m  S t o u g h t o n ,  D a n i e l  Cox, R o b e r t  Thompson, J o h n  B l  a c k w e l l  and 
Thomas F r e a k s ,  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  s e t t l e m e n t ,  
g r a n t e d  t o  H u g e n o t  e m i g r e e s  a  t o t a l  o f  c a .  12 ,000 a c r e s  i n  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  g r a n t .  T h a t  a r e a  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
p r e s e n t  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  town .  S p e c i f i c  s e t t l e m e n t  was l o c a t e d  i n  
t h e  s o u t h e a s t  o n  Hugeno t  and  F o r t  H i l l  Road. The b u i l d i n g s  
i n c l u d e d  a  c h u r c h  and f o r t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h o u s i n g .  I t  a p p e a r s  
f r o m  l a t e r  l a n d  t r a n s f e r s  a f t e r  t h e  F r e n c h  abandonment  t h a t  one o f  
t h e  l e a d e r s ,  Be rnon ,  h e l d  t h e  l a n d  f o r  t h e  g r o u p .  The s i t e  was 
abandoned d u r i n g  K i n g  P h i l i p ' s  war ,  and o n l y  s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  
t h e r e a f t e r  b e f o r e  a  second  abandonment  d u r i n g  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  
I n d i a n  Wars, 1704.  The p r o p r i e t o r s  g r a n t e d  t h e  l a n d  t o  E n g l i s h  
s e t t l e r s  i n  1713.  Among t h e m s e l v e s  t h e s e  3 0  s e t t l e r s  d i v i d e d  t h e  
e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r a n t  i n  f i v e  d i v i s i o n s ,  t h e  l a s t  i n  1749.  
The i n i t i a l  h o u s e l o t s  w e r e  l a r g e ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  
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t h e  p r i m a r y  n o r t h l s o u t h  a r t e r y .  The f i r s t  m e e t i  nghouse was 
l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  M a i n  and S u t t o n  Roads, n e a r  t h e  
b u r y i n g  g r o u n d  ( ) and t r a i n i n g  f i e l d  ( . I n  1748,  when t h e  
s e c o n d  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  i t  was l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  n o r t h  
a t  t h e  h e l p i n g  t o  s t o p  a t t e m p t s  a t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  
n o r t h  p a r i s h .  

D. Economic  Base:  

S o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  r a p i d l y  s e t  up  m i l l s  t o  
complement  t h e  p r i m a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f o c u s :  b o t h  a  g r i s t  and a  saw 
m i l l  t o  t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  houses  on  t h e  p l a i n .  M e n t i o n  i s  a l s o  
made o f  a t t e m p t s  a t  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s u p p l y  n a v a l  s t o r e s ,  and t o  
m a n u f a c t u r e  h a t s  and g l o v e s ,  and o f  s h i p p i n g  s k i n s  t o  B o s t o n  and 
New York .  The E n g l i s h  t o o  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  t o w n s '  w a t e r  ways 
f o r  numerous m i l l s  on  t h e  F r e n c h  R i v e r .  

The c e d a r  swamps were  u s e f u l  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  f e n c h i n g ,  c l a p b o a r d s ,  
s h i n g l e s  and c o o p e r s  m a t e r i a l s .  I m p o r t a n t  a l s o  was p o t a s h .  The 
p l a i n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  b e s t  l a n d  f o r  t i l l a g e ,  w h i l e  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s  
w e r e  u s e f u l  f o r  f r u i t ,  hay ,  and g r a z i n g .  

The town  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  b y  P r u i t t  as a n  e g a l i t a r i a n  f a r m  c o m m u n i t y  
r a n k i n g  h i g h  on  c o m m e r c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  
t h o u g h  few  f a r m s  y i e l d  h i g h  numbers o f  b u s h e l s  o f  g r a i n  p e r  a c r e .  
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  r a n k e d  l o w  o n  b o t h  w e a l t h  and p o v e r t y .  
S t i l l ,  a n x i e t y  o v e r  t h e  economic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e  
p r e - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  w e r e  f e l t  and a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n ' s  
d i s c u s s i o n  o f  s e t t i n g  up  a  w o r k h o u s e  f o r  t h e  employment  o f  t h e  
p o o r .  

W i t h i n  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y  c o n s t a n t  p r o b l e m s  o v e r  s a l a r y  
b r i n g  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r  ( 1 7 8 4 )  and a  p e r i o d  w i t h o u t  
l e a d e r s h i p .  L a t e r  t h e  S o c i e t y  mee ts  a l s o  i n  a  second,  s o u t h  
m e e t i n g h o u s e .  The d i v i s i o n  w i t h i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y  i s  p a r t i a l l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  f o r m a t i a n  o f  a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  6 0  O x f o r d  and  Gore r e s i d e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  o f  s e v e n  
n e i g h b o r i n g  towns,  t o t a l i n g  130.  The t o w n  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  some 
B a p t i s t s  f r o m  1793.  

Some T o r i e s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h .  L a t e r ,  t h e  t o w n  i s  
r e p o r t e d  t o  have  c o n t a i n e d  many p r o - S h a y s  c i t i z e n s  who j o i n e d  t h e  
g r o u p  i n  Ward /Auburn .  A M a s o n i c  Lodge  was f o r m e d  i n  1797,  w h i c h  
removed t o  S u t t o n  i n  1815 ;  a  s e c o n d  Lodge was f o r m e d  i n  1825 b u t  
d i s a p p e a r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  a n t i - M a s o n i c  1830s .  A s i m i l a r  g e n t i l e  
i m p u l s e  b r o u g h t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  s e l e c t  s c h o o l s  a n d  
s u b s c r i p t i o n s  l i b r a r i e s ,  S o c i e t y  L i b r a r y  ( 1 7 9 2 ) ,  and  S o c i a l  ( f r o m  
R e v o l u t i o n  ) .  The p r o v i s i o n a l  army f o r m e d  i n  1799 was b i l l e t t e d  
and d r i l l e d  t h e r e .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The common house  f o r m  a p p e a r s  t o  have  been t h e  
c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n .  A n o t e w o r t h y  examp le  i s  t h e  t w o - s t o r y ,  
f i v e - b a y  c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  house  ( 1 7 1 3 - 2 0 )  on  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  Hudson 
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Road. The a s y m m e t r i c a l  f a c a d e  s u g g e s t s  t h e  house  m i g h t  h a v e  been  
a  t h r e e - b a y  " h a l f - h o u s e "  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  two  bays  i n  t h e  l a t e  
e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The f i r s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was c r e a t e d  b e t w e e n  1713  
and 1721 on  t h e  O l d  Common n o r t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t e r .  The 
s t r u c t u r e  measured  3 0  x  3 0  f e e t .  C i r c a  1739 ,  t h i s  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  
was r e p l a c e d  b y  a  l a r g e r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  m e a s u r i n g  50  x  5 0  f e e t  
h a v i n g  u n s h u t t e r e d  e n t r a n c e s  on t h r e e  s i d e s .  

A s c h o o l  house  m e a s u r i n g  2 0  x  14  w i t h  c h i m n e y s  a t  e a c h  end b u i l t  
on  t h e  o l d  common n e a r  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1736.  I n  1751,  a  house 
f o r  t h e  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  was b u i l t  n e a r  b y .  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  ( 1 6  x  1 8  
f e e t )  was s o l d  i n  1762.  

C o m m e r c i a l :  By 1739,  t h e r e  w e r e  l i c e n s e d  i n n k e e p e r s  i n  O x f o r d  and 
b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  a t  l e a s t  t w o  t a v e r n s  were  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1  775 -1830)  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

C o l o n i a l  h i g h w a y s  c o n t i n u e  i n  use,  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  
C e n t r a l  T u r n p i k e  ( 1 8 2 6 - 2 7 )  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  p a r t  o f  t own ,  
and t h e  S t a f f o r d  T u r n p i k e  ( ) t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t r e m e  n o r t h w e s t  
c o r n e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

A f t e r  an i n i t i a l  l o s s  due t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o f  W a r d I A u b u r n  f r o m  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r ,  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  i s  s t e a d y  and i n c r e a s e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  decade.  From a  t o t a l  o f  1000  i n  1790,  t h e  f i g u r e  
r e a c h e s  1 5 6 2  i n  1820,  a n d  2034 i n  1830.  S m a l l  numbers o f  
i m m i g r a n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t  b y  t h e  p e r i o d ' s  end,  and m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
employment  i n c r e a s e s  g r e a t l y  f r o m  53 i n  1 8 2 0  t o  258  i n  1840,  w h i l e  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  more  s l o w l y  f r o m  255  i n  1820  t o  347 i n  1840.  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

D i s p e r s e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  s p r e a d s  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  
h i g h l a n d s  and a  more  i n t e n s i v e  n o r t h / s o u t h  1  i n e a r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
d e v e l o p s  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  t h e  O l d  Common s o u t h  
b e y o n d  S u t t o n  Avenue. The i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s  s h i f t s  away f r o m  
t h e  O l d  Common w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  C h u r c h  ( 1 7 9 3 )  b u i l t  n e a r  t h e  
S u t t o n  Avenue i n t e r s e c t i o n ,  and t h e  3 r d  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h  
( 1 8 2 9 ) ,  3  b l o c k s  n o r t h .  

E a r l y  c o t t o n  t e x t i l e  m i l l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  on t h e  F r e n c h  R i v e r  
a t  R o c k d a l e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  ( w e s t  o f  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t )  i n  
1814.  L a t e r  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  a r e  b u i l t  a t  B u f f u m v i l l e  ( 1 8 2 5 )  and 
Hodges V i l l a g e  ( 1 8 2 6 ) .  

D. Economic  Base:  

L i k e  m o s t  t owns  o f  W o r c e s t e r  C o u n t y  and i n l a n d  New E n g l a n d ,  
O x f o r d ' s  economy was b a s e d  on  m i x e d  c r o p  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h  a  
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s p e c i a l  f o c u s  on  sheep and l i v e s t o c k  r a i s i n g .  F o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  
and m i n o r  m e t a l w o r k i n g  w e r e  i m p o r t a n t  s p e c i a l i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  1794,  6  
s a w m i l l s ,  3 g r i s t m i l l s ,  2  f u l l i n g  m i l l s ,  and 2  t r i p h a m m e r s  were  i n  
o p e r a t i o n .  L a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  wood were  b u r n e d  f o r  c h a r c o a l  t o  b e  
used  on t h e  f o r g e s  and hammershops, and f o r  p o t a s h ,  one o f  t h e  few 
p r o d u c t s  s e n t  o u t  o f  t o w n  f o r  s a l e  b e f o r e  1800.  A t  l e a s t  6  p o t a s h  
w o r k s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

E a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y ,  c l o t h i e r ' s  w o r k s  and woo l  
c a r d i n g  m a c h i n e s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1805,  w e r e  s u p p l a n t e d  b y  
mechan ized ,  f a c t o r y - o r g a n i z e d  s p i n n i n g  m i l l s  i n  1813.  I n  t h a t  
y e a r ,  Samuel S l a t e r  o f  P a w t u c k e t ,  R . I .  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  c o t t o n  
s p i n n i n g  m i l l  i n  a  p o r t i o n  o f  O x f o r d  t h a t  l a t e r  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  
as  t h e  town  W e b s t e r  i n  1832.  By 1822  S l a t e r ,  i n  company w i t h  
Edward  Howard, o p e r a t e d  2  c o t t o n  m i l l s  and a  w o o l e n  m i l l ,  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  m i l l  u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The f i r s t  t e x t i l e  m i l l  w i t h i n  
t h e  p r e s e n t  l i m i t s  o f  O x f o r d  was e r e c t e d  b y  t h e  O x f o r d  C e n t r a l  
C o t t o n  and Woolen M a n u f a c t u r i n g  Co. i n  1816 n o r t h  o f  O x f o r d  
C e n t e r .  O t h e r  m i l l s  f o l l o w e d  and b y  1832 ,  2  w o o l e n  m i l l s ,  a  
c o t t o n  t h r e a d  f a c t o r y ,  and 3  c o t t o n  m i l l s  had been e r e c t e d  and 
v i l l a g e s  o f  N o r t h  O x f o r d ,  Texas ,  Hodges V i l l a g e  and B u f f u m v i l l e  
had been d e v e l o p e d .  T o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t e x t i l e  goods p r o d u c e d  was 
$190,200 w i t h  357 men, women and  c h i l d r e n  emp loyed .  U n t i l  1822,  
o n l y  s p i n n i n g  was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  m i l l s ,  w e a v i n g  was p u t  o u t  t o  
l o c a l  handweavers .  I n  1 8 2 2  power  l ooms  were  i n t r o d u c e d  a t  N o r t h  
O x f o r d  and b y  1824 m o s t  m i l l s  wove t h e i r  c l o t h  on  t h e s e  m a c h i n e s  
w i t h i n  t h e i r  f a c t o r i e s .  Many o f  t h e  e a r l y  compan ies  w e r e  
o r g a n i z e d  b y  O x f o r d  men, b u t  t h e y  a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  i n v e s t o r s  f r o m  
t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  towns  and f r o m  B o s t o n ,  t h e  B l a c k s t o n e  V a l l e y ,  a n d  
Rhode I s l a n d .  

O x f o r d  was a l s o  known d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  f o r  i t s  m i l l w r i g h t s .  
E z r a  D a v i s  o f  O x f o r d  was t h e  l e a d i n g  m i l l w r i g h t  i n  W o r c e s t e r  
C o u n t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u i l d i n g  w a t e r w h e e l s ,  f u l l  i n g  
m i l l s ,  and s h a f t i n g  f o r  new f a c t o r i e s .  D a v i s  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  
m u s t  have been r a t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n  and 
t e c h n i q u e s ,  a s  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  m e t a l  f o r  wood i n  s h a f t i n g ,  
g e a r i n g ,  and w h e e l s  g r a d u a l l y  r e d u c e d  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e .  A l s o ,  t h e y  
a r e  r e p o r t e d  t o  have  opposed  l e a t h e r  be1 t i n g  a s  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  f o r  
g e a r  power  t r a n s m i s s i o n ,  a  marked  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  
f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  a  m i l l .  

M e t a l  w o r k i n g  was c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  O x f o r d  f r o m  t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  
c e n t u r y .  A t  S o u t h ,  l a t e r  W e b s t e r  E a s t  V i l l a g e ,  a  f u r n a c e  a n d  
f o r g e s  w e r e  i n  o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  1 7 9 8  and  1805.  A t  l e a s t  5 
t r i p h a m m e r s  and s c y t h e  w o r k s  were  e s t a b l  i s h e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
a n d  i n  1814 a n a i l  m a c h i n e ,  w h i c h  c u t  and headed n a i l s  
m e c h a n i c a l l y ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1814.  C o t t o n  m a c h i n e r y  was a1 so  
m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  O x f o r d ;  i n  1832,  1 0  men were  emp loyed  i n  Thomas 
Cha tman 's  shop t o  p r o d u c e  $6600 w o r t h  o f  m a c h i n e s .  

B o o t  and shoe m a k i n g  began  a b o u t  1 8 2 0  when E l i h u  Harwood,  a  f o r m e r  
a p p r e n t i c e  o f  C o l .  A r i a 1  B ragg ,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  shoe i n d u s t r y  
i n  M i l f o r d ,  began  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  i n  O x f o r d .  T h i s  became t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r y  o f  O x f o r d  C e n t e r ,  where  m o s t  b o o t  and shoe 
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w o r k e r s  were  c l u s t e r e d .  By 1 8 3 2  $15,000 w o r t h  o f  shoes w e r e  made 
b y  25 men. B o o t  and shoe m a k i n g  s u p p o r t e d  a  t a n n e r y ,  w h i c h  i n  
1832  m a n u f a c t u r e d  $2200 w o r t h  o f  l e a t h e r  a n n u a l l y .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The c e n t e r  c h i m n e y  p l a n  a p p e a r s  t o  have  r e m a i n e d  t h e  
common f o r m  f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d .  The c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  p r o b a b l y  
c o n t a i n e d  more  " i n n o v a t i v e "  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  i . e .  t h e  use o f  
b r i c k  f o r  h i p p e d  r o o f  d w e l l i n g s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The second  m e e t i n p h o u s e  ca .  1 7 3 9  was r e p a i r e d  and 
e n l a r g e d  i n  1793  b y  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  1 2 '  x  1 2 '  p o r c h  w i t h  t o w e r  
and  b e l l  on  t h e  s o u t h  e n t r a n c e  and b y  c l o s i n g  t h e  e a s t  and w e s t  
e n t r a n c e s .  H u r d  d e s c r i b e s  t h e s e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  as  g i v i n g  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  a  "modern  p l a n .  " A U n i v e r s a l  i s t  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  
c a .  1791-93  w h i c h  m e a s u r e d  4 3 '  x  4 6 '  w i t h  a  p o r c h  o f  t h e  Tuscan  
o r d e r .  The b u i l d i n g  now s e r v e s  c o m m e r c i a l  uses .  I n  1829,  a  new 
c h u r c h  was b u i l t  on  t h e  o l d  common f o r  " r e c e n t l y  r e o r g a n i z e d "  
( J e w i  t t )  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  S o c i e t y .  

C o m m e r c i a l :  Ca. 1814  t h e  Lamb M i l l  t a v e r n  and s p r i n g s  i n  N o r t h  
O x f o r d  was o p e r a t i n g .  The b u i l d i n g s  b u r n e d  i n  1877.  R e f i n e m e n t s  
made i n  1823 t o  R i c h a r d  O l n e y ' s  t a v e r n ,  and a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  a  
t a v e r n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  a t  t h e  o l d  common was e n l a r g e d .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  D e v e l o p m e n t  began d u r i n g  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The 1 7 9 4  g r i s t  m i l l  a t  P h o e n i x  V i l l a g e  was a  
c l o t h i e r ' s  w o r k s  b y  1821.  A w o o l e n  m i l l  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  Hodges 
V i l l a g e  i n  1826.  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

The B o s t o n  and A l b a n y  R a i l r o a d  ( 1 8 3 8 )  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
t i p  o f  O x f o r d ,  w i t h  however  no s t a t i o n  i n  town.  More  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  
t h e  n o r t h / s o u t h  N o r w i c h  and W o r c e s t e r  R a i l r o a D  ( 1 8 4 0 )  i s  l a i d  o u t  
a l o n g  t h e  F r e n c h  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  a  d e p o t  a t  O x f o r d  C e n t e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I n i t i a l l y  t h e  town  l o s e s  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  Webs te r  
i n  t h e  s o u t h  i n  1 8 3  , f r o m  2034 i n  1 8 3 0  t o  1 7 4 2  i n  1840.  G r o w t h  
c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  1 8 6 0  when p o p u l a t i o n  r e a c h e s  3034 b e f o r e  t h e  town  
e n t e r s  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  o f  s t a s i s ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a t  a  f i g u r e  
o f  2669.  Some g r o w t h  comes f r o m  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  component  w h i c h  more  t h a n  d o u b l e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
w h i l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  d r o p s .  I m m i g r a t i o n  a c c o u n t s  f o r  a  f o r e i g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  18.19%, n e a r  t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e  f i g u r e s  b u t  f a r  
b e l o w  t h e  m a j o r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p e r i o d  t h e  I r i s h  a r e  t h e  m o s t  numerous w i t h i n  t h i s  g r o u p ,  f o l l o w e d  
b y  g r o w i n g  numbers o f  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  as  w e l l  a s  s m a l l  b u t  
c o n s i s t e n t  numbers o f  E n g l i s h .  
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Denominational p r o l i f e r a t i o n  exce l  e r a t e s  du r ing  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  
p e r i o d ,  The B a p t i s t s  reach  numbers s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  fo rma t ion  
of a  s o c i e t y  i n  North Oxford i n  1837. A Methodis t  S o c i e t y  was 
formed i n  1835,  and an Episcopal  p a r i s h ,  Grace Church, was formed 
i n  1864. The town e s t a b l i s h e s  a  poor farm i n  1831. L i b r a r i e s  
c a n t i n u e  t o  be i m p o r t a n t  and m u l t i p l y ,  adding  a  L i b r a r y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  and Farmers ,  and f i n a l l y  through a  g i f t  t o  t h e  town, a  
Free  and P u b l i c  i n  1868. A f t e r  c e n s u r e  from t h e  s t a t e ,  a  grammar 
school  was e s t a b l i s h e d  (1853)  only t o  be promptly r e p l a c e d  by t h e  
more up- to -da te  high school  ( 1 8 5 5 ) .  The a b o l i t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  
system of common s c h o o l s  braught  d e b a t e ,  from 1854 and was not  
r e p l a c e d  by t h e  town system u n t i l  1867. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Continued i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  l i n e a r  Main S t r e e t  
c o m m e r c i a l / r e s i d e n t i a l  / i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
a f t e r  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  Worcester-Norwich Rai l  road (1840) .  
Continued development a s  well a s  small i n d u s t r i a l  n u c l e i ,  with a  
l i n e a r  c l u s t e r i n g  a long  t h e  French Rive r  a t  North Oxford,  and 
secondary  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  west of Oxford Center  a t  Hodges V i l l a g e  
and Buffumvi l le .  

Barber  n o t e s  40 houses (1839)  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  a r e a .  The r a i l r o a d  
depot  (1840)  l o c a t e s  a t  t h e  sou the rn  end of t h e  Mian S t r e e t  
c o r r i d o r  ( S u t t o n  Avenue/Main S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n ) .  Subsequen t ly ,  
a number of churches  l o c a t e d  nearby ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Methodis t  
Episcopal  Church ( 1 8 4 1 ) ,  S t .  Roch's  C a t h o l i c  Church ( 1 8 5 6 ) ,  moved 
and e n l a r g e d  1 8 6 6 ) .  However, t h e  1839 town house i s  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e  Old Common a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end of Main S t r e e t .  

High income r e s i d e n t i a l  development c o n t i n u e s  on t h e  Main S t r e e t  
c o r r i d o r .  The r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  i s  a l s o  extended e a s t  and west on 
t h e  S u t t o n  Avenue/Charlton Road a x i s .  Some c o n s t r u c t i o n  t a k e s  
p l a c e  p a r a l l e l  t o  Main t o  t h e  wes t .  The a r e a  e a s t  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  
and south  of S u t t o n  Avenue i s  developed f o r  worker housing focused  
around t h e  shoe f a c t o r y  ( a l s o  e a s t  of r a i l r o a d ) .  Other  i n d u s t r i a l  
development occur s  a long t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  
c o t t o n  twine m i l l  sou th  on Hugenot Road. 

A l i n e a r  c l u s t e r  of t e x t i l e  m i l l s  deve lops  a t  North Oxford a long 
t h e  French Rive r  c o r r i d o r  ( P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t - L e i c e s t e r  S t r e e t )  a s  
f a r  n o r t h  a s  Larned V i l l a g e .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Hugenot M i l l s  
(1839,  s t o n e  f a c t o r y  18521,  Sigourney M i l l s  (1838,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  
1852 f i r e ) ,  Rockdale M i l l s  (1814 mi l l  burns  1 8 5 3 ) ,  and P r o t e c t i o n  
M i l l s  (1831,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  f i r e  1839,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  f i r e  1870) .  
Worker housing deve lops  a l o n g  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t ,  L e i c e s t e r  S t r e e t ,  
and t h e  a r e a  becomes a  secondary  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f o c u s ,  w i th  North 
Oxford B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  Church ( 1 8 3 7 ) ,  and t h e  High School 
(1855-56) .  Smal l ,  e a r l i e r  i n d u s t r i a l  developments  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  
west on o l d  Haworth Road; and a t  Buf fumvi l l e ,  where t h e  1825 m i l l  
burns i n  1842, and i s  r e p l a c e d  i n  1843. 
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D .  Economic Base: 

Oxford ' s  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  manufac ture  of boots  and shoes 
were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n d u s t r i e s  of t h e  town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
Together  they  s t i m u l a t e d  and suppor t ed  a  p e r i o d  of growth from t h e  
l a t e  1840s t o  t h e  1860s ,  d u r i n g  which t h e  va lue  of goods produced 
doubled between 1845 and 1855 and aga in  by 1865. I t  was d u r i n g  
t h e  e a r l y  and m i d  1860s t h a t  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  Texas and North 
Oxford m i l l s  occur red .  E d w i n  B a r t l e t t  and Joseph Burroughs 
purchased  and o p e r a t e d  t h e  f o u r  lower m i l l s  i n  t h o s e  v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  
upper two i n  c o t t o n  and lower  m i l l s  i n  woolen p r o d u c t i o n .  Seven 
m i l l  s e a t s  were occupied f o r  t e x t i l e  manufac tur ing  d u r i n g  t h i s  
pe r iod  on a  3  mi l e  s t r e t c h  of t h e  French Rive r  from Comminsville 
i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  where a  f l a n n e l  manufactory was b u i l t  i n  1865, t o  
where t h e  Well ington Rrook e n t e r s  t h e  French R i v e r ,  t h e  s i t e  of a  
mi l l  t h a t  burned i n  1837. T e x t i l e  m i l l s  were a l s o  o p e r a t e d  a t  
Hodges V i l l a g e ,  Buf fumvi l l e ,  and a t  Lowes Pond. 

The decades of t h e  1840s and 1850s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  tremendous growth 
t h a t  occured ,  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t .  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of 
t h e  mill a t  Hodges V i l l a g e ,  eve ry  t e x t i l e  mill  was burned a t  l e a s t  
once,  and most c l o s e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  due t o  f i n a n c i a l  r e v e r s a l s .  
This  f r e q u e n t  t u r n o v e r  of p roduc t ,  ownership and b u i l d i n g ,  when 
combined w i t h  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advances i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and machine e f f i c i e n c y  then  being made, he lp  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  
i n c r e a s e d  p roduc t ion  and s a l e s  w i t h  a  s m a l l e r  work f o r c e  by t h e  
end of  t h e  p e r i o d .  In 1837,  4 c o t t o n  m i l l s  and 5  woolen m i l l s  
employed 333 i n  t h e  p roduc t ion  of n e a r l y  $500,000 w i t h  of goods; 
by 1865 on ly  2  c o t t o n  m i l l s ,  3  woolen m i l l s ,  and a  shoddy, m i l l  
remained. Employing l e s s  than  100,  t h e s e  m i l l s  produced f l a n n e l s ,  
c a s s i m e r e s ,  c o t t o n  c l o t h  and y a r n  w i t h  more t h e  $767,000. 

Th i s  growth was uneven, a s  p roduc t ion  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  1840s then  
r o s e  s t e a d i l y ,  f u e l e d  by government uniform c o n t r a c t s  du r ing  t h e  
c i v i l  war. Value of goods produced doubled between 1855 and 1865, 
l a r g e l y  a  r e s u l t  of a  more expens ive  product  r a t h e r  than  i n c r e a s e d  
p r o d u c t i o n .  

Boot and shoe making peaked d u r i n g  t h e  1850s ;  i n  1855 421,000 
p a i r s  of shoes and 6 ,200 p a i r s  of  b o o t s ,  valued a t  $263,800, were 
manufactured by 742 employees.  By 1865 t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  
i n d u s t r y  had begun, a s  on ly  375 people  manufac tured  246,000 p a i r s  
of shoes worth $296,500. 

Because t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a r t i c l e  manufac tured  was a  cheap brogan and 
a  women's heavy pegged l a c e  boot f o r  t h e  Southern  and Western 
marke t s ,  t h e  C i v i l  War and a  l o s s  of t h e s e  markets  t e m p o r a r i l y  
slowed t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  Oxford. In 1870, 14 shops and f a c t o r i e s  
were i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  b u t  by t h e  end of t h e  decade t h e  s m a l l e r  shops 
c l o s e d ,  unable  o r  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s e t  u p  steam power and mechanize.  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  va lue  of shoes made con t inued  t o  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  
t h e  new p roduc t ion  t e c h n i q u e s  and p roduc t s  adopted by t h e  
s u r v i v i n g  manufac tu re r s .  A number were from Boston o r  had Boston 
p a r t n e r s ,  and many ma in ta ined  r e t a i l  and who lesa le  o u t l e t s  i n  
Boston. During t h e  peak pe r iod  of foo twear  manufac ture  i n  Oxford, 
t h e  town a l s o  c o n t a i n e d  a boot and shoe box f a c t o r y  and a t  l e a s t  
f o u r  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  of h e e l i n g  and i n n e r  s o l i n g  f o r  shoes .  
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I ron  working con t inued  u n t i l  mid-century a s  a  minor i n d u s t r y .  
Axes, s c y t h e s ,  ba r  i r o n ,  a n c h o r s ,  cha in  and o t h e r  wrought i r o n  
goods were manufactured a t  s e v e r a l  f o r g e s  and hammershops. 

F o r e s t  i n d u s t r i e s  were q u i t e  i m p o r t a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  r e a c h i n g  
a  peak i n  employment and va lue  dur ing  t h e  1850s.  In 1855, 1 .1 
m i l l i o n  f e e t  of boards  and 9111 c o r d s  of f i rewood were c u t  and 
s o l d ,  employing 139 men . They probably  s u p p l i e d  t h e  seven f o r g e s  
then  o p e r a t i n g  i n  Oxford a s  well a s  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  Lumber and 
cordwood were probably  a1 s o  so ld  i n  Worcester .  By 1865 1 .7  
m i l l i o n  f e e t  of boards  and only 2000 c o r d s  of wood were c u t  by 
only 11 people .  The p e r i o d  of 1840 t o  1860 was one of g r e a t  
growth i n  Oxford and t h e  ne ighbor ing  towns; p o p u l a t i o n  i n  Oxford 
n e a r l y  doubled.  The 1860 peak of  3034 i n h a b i t a n t s  was no t  
e q u a l l e d  o r  e x c e l l e d  u n t i l  1910. 

O x f o r d ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion  roughly p a r a l l e d  t h e  popu la t ion  
t r e n d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  though o t h e r  f o r c e s  a f f e c t e d  p roduc t ion  
t r e n d s  a s  w e l l .  The C i v i l  War and abandonment of farms f o r  
wes te rn  l a n d s  d u r i n g  t h e  1860s and 70s lowered p o p u l a t i o n  and 
c u l t i v a t e d  l a n d ,  which had i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  decades b e f o r e  t h e  
war. P roduc t ion  peaked d u r i n g  t h e  mid-1850s w i t h  a  va lue  of 
$122,936,  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t imes  g r e a t e r  than  i n  1845. D u r i n g  t h e  
1850s t h e r e  was an i n c r e a s e  i n  a c r e a g e  c u l t i v a t e d ,  a c r e s  of 
mowing, and t h e  number of c a t t l e .  Only t h e  number of sheep and 
t h e  a u a n t i t i e s  of b u t t e r  and cheese  produced dec reased .  By 1865 
t h i s  t r e n d  was n e a r l y  t o t a l l y  r e v e r s e d .  Acreage under c u l t i v a t i o n  
dec reased  from 4812 t o  2200; of t h i s  mowing land  f e l l  by a lmost  
1700 a c r e s  and c u l t i v a t e d  l and  by more than  800 a c r e s .  P r i c e s  of 
goods con t inued  t o  i n c r e a s e  because of wartime demand and 
i n f l a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  va lue  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods produced i n  1865 
f e l l  t o  $67,000. The q u a n t i t y  of b u t t e r  and cheese  made con t inued  
t o  d e c r e a s e  a s  t h e  number of cows f e l l  by 1 / 3 ;  whole m i l k  s a l e s  
began t o  be i m p o r t a n t  a s  4400 g a l l o n s  of m i l k  were so ld  i n  1865. 
Methods of a g r i c u l t u r e  were a l s o  changing .  In 1855 t h e  number of 
oxen and h o r s e s  were n e a r l y  e q u a l ;  i n  1865 h o r s e s  outnumbered oxen 
n e a r l y  2 t o  1 .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Typica l  mid -n ine teen th  c e n t u r y  house forms can be 
found w i t h  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  d i s p l a y i n g  a  good r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 
t y p e s .  Cen te r  chimney houses con t inued  t o  be b u i l t .  Double 
chimney forms a r e  a l s o  found.  A t w o - s t o r y ,  f i v e - b a y ,  Greek temple 
f r o n t  dwe l l ing  was noted i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  Gable end,  s i d e - p a s s a g e  
p lans  of both one and two s t o r i e s  were popu la r  d u r i n g  t h e  second 
and t h i r d  q u a r t e r s  of t h e  c e n t u r y .  The Harwood House i s  an 
e l a b o r a t e ,  b r i c k ,  t w o - s t o r y ,  t h r e e - b a y ,  s i d e - p a s s a g e  p lan  w i t h  
such popu la r  I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l s  a s  q u o i n s ,  b r a c k e t s ,  and a  roof 
mon i to r .  Seve ra l  mansard roofed  Second Empire d w e l l i n g s  a l s o  
s u r v i v e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r .  Mul t i - f ami ly  hous ing  probably  connected 
w i t h  t h e  m i l l s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  c e n t e r ,  was noted i n  t h e  
t w o - s t o r y ,  fou r -bay ,  double chimney duplex d a t i n g  from mid-century.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The remodel l e d ,  ca 1739, meet inghouse was so ld  i n  
1835 and removed from i t s  s i t e  on t h e  o ld  common. Between 1840 
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and 1841, t h e  Methodis t  and Episcopal  s o c i e t y  e r e c t e d  a  33 '  x 40 '  
c h u r c h ;  t h i s  was r e p l a c e d  i n  1868 with a  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e  
measuring approximate ly  4 0 '  x  8 0 ' .  A B a p t i s t  church  (53"  x 41 " )  
was e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of North Oxford i n  1837. In 1852, t h e  
1829 Congregat ional  meet inghouse was moved from t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of 
t h e  common, t h e  b u i l d i n g  was remodel led i n  1860. S t .  Roches ' s  
Roman C a t h o l i c  church  was b u i l t  i n  1852 and subsequen t ly  moved and 
en la rged  i n  1867. An Episcopal  church ,  des igned by A . H .  Esty of 
Framingham, was e r e c t e d  i n  1864 and d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  "most 
a t t r a c t i v e  b u i l d i n g  Oxford and a  f i n e  speciment  of  Goth ic  
a r c h i t e c t u r e n  ( J e w i t t ) .  

A town h a l l  measuring 50 '  x 32 '  was b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  o ld  
meet inghouse c a .  1739? This  b u i l d i n g  was so ld  i n  1874 when t h e  
new Memorial Hall was completed.  A schoolhouse  ( f o r  t h e  c e n t e r ? )  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1870 a t  a  c o s t  of $995.00. 

Commercial : The Oxford Bank b u i l d i n g  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1856. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  The DeWitt Bros. t h r e a d  mi l l  c a .  1832-33 burned i n  
1842 and was r e b u i l t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  The m i l l  was e n l a r g e d  i n  
1872 ( t h e n  i n  wool m a n u f a c t u r i n g ) .  A s a t i n e t  m i l l  developed i n  
North Oxford on t h e  s i t e  of t h e  1728 g r i s t  m i l l .  This  s t r u c t u r e  
burned i n  1839 and was r e p l a c e d  with a  frame c o t t o n  f a c t o r y  which, 
i n  t u r n ,  burned i n  1852. A s t o n e  m i l l  was then  b u i l t  on t h e  
s i t e .  A woolen i n  o r  near  t h i s  s i t e  burned i n  1856 and was 
r e b u i l t  i n  1858. S a t i n e t s  were i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  former c l o t h i e r s  
works (1821)  i n  Phoenix V i l l a g e  i n  1831. By 1838, t h i s  was a  
c o t t o n  f a c t o r y  which s u b s e q u e n t l y  burned i n  1852 and was 
r e p l a c e d .  A s t o n e  m i l l  was e r e c t e d  i n  1831 a t  P r o t e c t i o n  ( ? )  
c o t t o n  m i l l .  This  burned and was r e b u i l t  i n  1839; t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
was des t royed  by f i r e  aga in  i n  1870 and r e p l a c e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
y e a r .  

IX. L A T E  INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1 870-1 91 5 )  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

The n o r t h / s o u t h  Webster Branch,  Boston and Albany R a i l r o a d  ( 1 8 8 5 ) ,  
i s  b u i l t  a long t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  French River  c o r r i d o r .  Two 
e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  l i n e s  p rov ide  l o c a l  s e r v i c e  b y  1900; t h e  
n o r t h / s o u t h  l i n e  form Worces ter  t o  Webster e n t e r s  south  of t h e  
Boston and Albany t r a c k s  ( r i g h t - o f - w a y  l a t e r  Route 1 2 ) ,  then  on 
P rospec t  S t r ee t -Main  S t r e e t .  t h e  e a s t / w e s t  l i n e  form Worces ter  t o  
Sou thbr idge  e n t e r s  town n o r t h  of t h e  Boston and Albany r a i l  l i n e  
and t h e  f o l l o w s  a  r igh t -o f -way  ( e s s e n t i a l l y  road bed of l a t e r  
Route 20)  through Larned V i l l a g e  ( T e x a s ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

For most of t h e  per iod  t h e  s t a s i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  decade .  Popu la t ion  numbered 
2669 i n  1870 and only 2677 i n  1900, wi th  a  high f i g u r e  of 2938 i n  
1875 and a  low of 2355 i n  1885. Between 1905 and 1915 p o p u l a t i o n  
grows from 2927 t o  3476, beg inn ing  a  pe r iod  of renewed expans ion .  
The number of f o r e i g n  born w i t h i n  t h e  town i n c r e a s e s  accoun t ing  
f o r  ove r  21% by p e r i o d ' s  end. By 1875, Canadian immigrants  
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o u t n u m b e r e d  t h e  I r i s h ,  and c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  
g r o u p .  By 1915  s m a l l  numbers  o f  P o l e s ,  Germans and R u s s i a n s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  c o n t i n u i n g  E n g l i s h ,  add t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  d i v e r s i t y .  The 
numbers o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  emp loymen t  c a .  200 r e m a i n s  c o n s i s t e n t ,  
w h i l e  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f l u c t u a t e s  f r o m  576 i n  1875 t o  438 i n  1905,  
a n d  6 5 2  i n  1915.  

W i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  C a t h o l i c s  w i t h i n  t h e  t o w n  p a r i s h e s  were  
fo rmed ,  S t .  Roch i n  1886,  f o l l o w e d  b y  S t .  A n n ' s  i n  N o r t h  O x f o r d  i n  
1906 .  W i t h  d e p r e s s i o n  e a r l y  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t r a m p s  i n c r e a s e d  and a  
t r a m p  house  was e s t a b l  i shed i n  1878.  V o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  
f o r m e d  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  H u g e n o t  M e m o r i a l  ( 1 8 8 1  ) ,  t h e  Grange ( 1 8 8 5 )  
and t h e  A g r i c u l t u r a l  S o c i e t y  ( 1 8 8 6 ) .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Some i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  i n d u s t r i a l ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  made 
i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c e n t e r s ,  w i t h  some a d d i t i o n a l  i n d u s t r i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  town.  I n  O x f o r d  C e n t e r ,  a  
c i v i c  f o c u s  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  M e m o r i a l  t own  h a l l  (1873,  w i t h  
1888  t o w e r ) ,  l i b r a r y  ( 1 9 0 3 )  and  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( 1 9 1 2 ,  r e b u i l t  a f t e r  
1 9 1 4  f i r e ) .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  i n f i l l  o c c u r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a  s o u t h e a s t  o f  
t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t / S u t t o n  Avenue i n t e r s e c t i o n  N o r t h  on  M a i n  S t r e e t ,  
t h e  C h a f f e e  B r o t h e r s  Rox F a c t o r y  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on Dona S t r e e t  on 
t h e  r a i l  c o r r i d o r .  

A t  N o r t h  O x f o r d  t h e  m a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a d d i t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  be 
S a i n t  A n n e ' s  C h u r c h  1906,  t h o u g h  an e a r l i e r  c h u r c h  i s  on  t h e  s i t e  
b y  1 8 9 5 ) .  F u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  a  S a t i n e t  M i l l  i s  b u i l t  a t  C o m m i n s v i l l e ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  w o r k e r  h o u s i n g .  

D. Economic  Base: 

O x f o r d ' s  economy o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s  
f l u c t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  d e p r e s s i o n  and p r o s p e r i t y .  The economic  g r o w t h  
o f  t h e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  and i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War 
s l o w e d  i n  t h e  1870s  w i t h  m a n u f a c t u r e d  goods i n c r e a s i n g  b y  l e s s  
t h a n  10% b e t w e e n  1865  and  1875,  compared t o  82% g r o w t h  o f  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  decade.  The d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  m i d  and l a t e  1870s  a p p e a r s  
t o  have  s e r i o u s l y  h u r t  O x f o r d ,  as i t s  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o u t p u t  f e l l  t o  
o n l y  $480,000 i n  1885,  l a r g e l y  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  
t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  however ,  r e c o v e r e d  and 
i n c r e a s e d  t o  $139,000 i n  1885.  A r e c o v e r y  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1880s  and  t h r o u g h  t h e  1890s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  new peak 
i n  p r o d u c t i o n  and emp loymen t  i n  1905.  T o t a l  goods p r o d u c e d  t h a t  
y e a r  e q u a l l e d  $4.8 m i l l i o n  w i t h  1629  p e r s o n s  emp loyed .  By 1900 t e n  
t e x t i l e  m i l l s  were  i n  o p e r a t i o n .  A new i n d u s t r y  t h a t  r a p i d l y  
expanded  was t h e  box. c l o t h  b o a r d ,  and l u m b e r  b u s i n e s s  o f  t h e  
C h a f f e e  B r o t h e r s  Co., e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1893 .  One o f  i t s  m a j o r  
p r o d u c t s  was t h e  C h a f f e e  p a t e n t e d  c l o t h  b o a r d  f o r  w i n d i n g  s i l k ,  
w o o l e n s ,  c o t t o n ,  f e l t  and k n i t  goods.  T h i s  p r o d u c t  was s o l d  t o  
t e x t i l e  m i l l s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  and i n  E n g l a n d .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Oxford



Not s h a r i n g  i n  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  was t h e  boo t  and shoe  i n d u s t r y  which 
c e a s e d  o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1890s .  The f o u r - s t o r y  f a c t o r y  of  
t h e  A .  L .  J o s l i n  Co. ,  t h e  o n l y  shoe  manufac to ry  t h a t  s u r v i v e d  i n t o  
t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  s u f f e r e d  s e v e r a l  s t r i k e s  and c o n t i n u e d  1  a b o r  problems 
and was gone by 1898. 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  d a i r y ,  f r u i t  o r c h a r d ,  
v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n s ,  poul t r y - r a i s i n g ,  and i n  a c r e s  of mowing l a n d .  
By 1905 ,  Oxford f a r m s  were  p r o d u c i n g  403,000 g a l l o n s  of  m i l k ;  
d a i r y i n g  made u p  more t h a n  30% of  t h e  $276,000 v a l u e  o f  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  goods produced t h a t  y e a r .  T h i s  was an i n c r e a s e  i n  
v a l u e  o f  120% o v e r  t h e  1815  f i g u r e ,  and s i g n a l l e d  a  t remendous  
improvement i n  O x f o r d ' s  f a r m s  and methods.  Much of  t h e  
advancement  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  method can be a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Grange and Oxford A g r i c u l t u r a l  
S o c i e t y ,  formed i n  1885 and 1886.  The S o c i e t y  promoted 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  knowledge and new method of management t h r o u g h  
e d u c a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and annua l  f a i r s ,  which s t i m u l a t e  
c o m p e t i t i o n  among f a r m e r s .  

Al though t o t a l  fa rm a c r e a g e  d e c r e a s e d  by a l m o s t  2000 a c r e s ,  t h e  
number of f a rms  n e a r l y  doubled  between 1895  and 1905. The s i z e  of  
g e n e r a l  f a rms  f e l l  t o  an a c r e a g e  of  28 a c r e s  from 7 5 ,  w h i l e  d a i r y  
fa rms  i n c r e a s e d  from 9  t o  20 f a rms  and became s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r .  
The amount of  l and  devo ted  t o  p o u l t r y - r a i s i n g  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d ,  
growing from 16  t o  207 a c r e s  i n  1905.  Value of  p r o d u c t  p e r  a c r e ,  
due t o  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  and improved management, doubled  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : L i t t l e  a p p a r e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  of  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  T r a d i t i o n a l  and p o p u l a r  fo rms  r e t a i n e d .  P o p u l a t i o n  
i n c r e a s e  t o w a r d s  end of  p e r i o d  r e f l e c t e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  
s c a t t e r e d  bungalows and Four  Square  h o u s e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Memorial H a l l ,  a  t w o - s t o r y ,  b r i c k  and s a n d s t o n e  
V i c t o r i a n  Go th i c  p i l e ,  was e r e c t e d  i n  1873.  The b u i l d i n g  , 
d e s i g n e d  by E a r l e  & F u l l e r  of  W o r c e s t e r ,  housed t h e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and town o f f i c e s  on t h e  second .  

I n  1903-4 ,  C u t t i n g ,  C a r l e t o n  & C u t t i n g  of  Worces t e r  de s igned  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  Reviva l  Larned Memorial F r e e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  The 
b u i l d i n g  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  M i l f o r d  p i n k  g r a n i t e  and l i g h t  g r a y  
b r i c k  w i t h  g r a n i t e  trim. 

X .  E A R L Y  M O D E R N  PERIOD (1  81 5-1940)  

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou te s :  

By t h e  e a r l y  1920s  ( i f  no t  e a r l i e r )  Route 12 ( P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t - M a i n  
S t r e e t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  ma jo r  n o r t h / s o u t h  a u t o m o b i l e  r o u t e  form 
Worces t e r  t o  Norwich , CT.  c a  1930 ,  t h e  new Route 20 ,  s o u t h w e s t  
c u t - o f f ,  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  North Oxford ,  e s s e n t i a l l y  a l o n g  
t h e  e a r l i e r  s t r e e t c a r  r i g h t - o f - w a y ,  w i t h  an  e a r l y  r e s t  a r e a  n e a r  
t h e  t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  b o r d e r .  Improved s e c o n d a r y  highways i n c l u d e  
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t h e  r o a d s  f o r m  O x f o r d  C e n t e r  t o  West S u t t o n  a n d  C h a r l t o n  C e n t e r ,  
a n d  f o r m  N o r t h  O x f o r d  t o  R o c h d a l e  ( R o u t e  5 6 ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  

The p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  t h a t  b e g a n  i n  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e  o f  t h e  L a t e  
I n d u s t r i a l  P e r i o d  c o n t i n u e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The t o t a l  
i n c r e a s e d  f o r m  3 4 7 6  i n  1 9 1 5  t o  4 6 2 3  i n  1 9 4 0 ,  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  t r o u g h ,  
1 9 3 0 ,  when t h e  f i g u r e  d i p p e d  b r i e f l y  t o  3943 .  The number  o f  
f o r e i g n  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  t h e  town d r o p p e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  2 1 . 5 %  t o  
1 2 . 6 %  . T h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c l u d e s  8 . 5 %  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  r u r a l .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  a r o u n d  t h e  e d g e s  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  
a r e a ,  o n  Rocky Hi l l  Road n o r t h / w e s t  a n d  s a u t h  on  Main S t r e e t  
( R o u t e  1 2 )  n e a r  t h e  H o l b r o o k / H o w a r d  S t r e e t  i n t e r s e c t i o n .  I n  t h e  
f a r  n o r t h  r e s i d e n t i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  e x t e n d s  i n t o  O x f o r d  s o u t h  f r o m  
Rochda l  e .  

D .  Economic  B a s e :  

O x f o r d ' s  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  r e m a i n e d ,  t h o u g h  i t  l o s t  some o f  i t s  
g a i n s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s .  A b r i e f  e c o n o m i c  u p t u r n  i n  the  l a t e  
1 9 2 0 s  r a i s e d  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  t e m p o r a r i l y  b e f o r e  t h e  
d e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  a g a i n  s l o w e d  O x f o r d ' s  economy.  

The w a r - t i m e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  l a t e  t e e n s  g a v e  way i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 2 0 s  a s  p r o d u c t i a n  d r o p p e d  f r o m  the  p r e - w a r  h i g h  o f  $4 .8  m i l l i o n  
t o  $ 2 . 7  m i l l i o n  i n  1 9 2 2 .  E x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  t r a d e  a c c o u n t e d  
f o r  c o t , t o n ,  w o o l e n  and  s h o d d y  mills o p e r a t e d  i n  1 9 2 8  a n d  e m p l o y e d  
n e a r l y  8 0 0  o p e r a t i v e s .  The C h a f f e e  B r o t h e r  Co. c o n t i n u e d  t o  
e x p a n d  i t s  l u m b e r  and  l u m b e r  p r o d u c t s  b u s i n e s s ,  e v e n t u a l l y  
e m p l o y i n g  2 0 0  woodsmen i n  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  a n d  h a n d l i n g  o f  1 0  
m i l l i o n  f e e t  o f  b o a r d .  The s h o e  i n d u s t r y  was r e i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  
C . A .  G r o s v e n o r  Co. o f  W o r c e s t e r  w h i c h  e r e c t e d  a  p l a n t  i n  town.  

Few s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  O x f o r d ' s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  
d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  a n d  1 9 3 0 s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  d a i r y i n g ,  o r c h a r d i n g ,  
and  p o u l  t r y - r a i s i n g  r e m a i n e d  i m p o r t a n t ,  t h o u g h  more  and  more  l a n d  
r e v e r t e d  t o  w o o d l a n d s  o r  was d e v e l o p e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  L i t t l e  a p p a r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  . 
Modes t  h o u s i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 3 0  e r a  i s  f o u n d  c l u s t e r e d  s o u t h  o f  
t h e  c e n t e r  on R o u t e  1 2  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  H o l b r o o k  a n d  Harwood. 
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