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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: Orange 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Orange i s  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n m o s t  town i n  F r a n k l i n  County. The town i s  
comprised of moderate u p l a n d s  broken by a  l a r g e  number of  t r a c t s  of 
p l a i n s  and swampy lowlands.  The P l a i n s  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  
expanse of p l a i n s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  c o r n e r  of Orange. 
G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  up lands  r e a c h  between 900 f e e t  and 1200 f e e t  i n  
e l e v a t i o n .  The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  P i t t  H i l l  (1252 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  w e s t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e  of North Orange. Other  prominent  e l e v a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  
Temple H i l l  (1125 f e e t )  and T u l l y  Mountain (1163 f e e t )  b o t h  s i t u a t e d  
i n  n o r t h e r n  Orange, Beech H i l l  ( 1131  f e e t )  s o u t h  of  P i t t  H i l l  and 
Ches tnu t  H i l l  (1247 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town ' s  sou thwes te rn  c o r n e r .  
Orange i s  b i s e c t e d  by Millers River  which f lows  w e s t  a c r o s s  t h e  wid th  
of  t h e  lower p o r t i o n  of town. I t  e v e n t u a l l y  f lows  i n t o  t h e  Connect i -  
c u t  R ive r  i n  Montague. While t h i s  r i v e r  d r a i n s  s o u t h e r n  Orange t h e  
remainder  of t h e  town i s  d r a i n e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  T u l l y  River  and 
Poor Farm Brook, b o t h  of which a r e  t r i b u t a r i e s  of t h e  Millers River .  
A l l  t e n  of Orange ' s  ponds and l a k e s  a r e  man-made. 

11. - POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  s e c t i o n s  of v a r i o u s  g r a n t s  from 1735 w i t h  
Payquage (Atho l )  i n  e a s t ,  Roxbury Canada (Warwick) i n  n o r t h ,  and 
New Salem i n  s o u t h  w i t h  boundary a l o n g  Millers R i v e r .  A d d i t i o n a l  
s e c t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  R o y a l s h i r e  (Roya l s ton)  i n  n o r t h e a s t  and Erv ings  
G r a n t  (Erv ing)  i n  w e s t  by 1752. M a j o r i t y  of a r e a  n o r t h  o f  M i l l e r s  
River  i n c l u d e d  a s  town of Warwick i n  1763, Atho l  i n  1762 and 
Royals ton  i n  1765 w i t h  a r e a  s o u t h  of Millers River  i n  New Salem i n  
1753. Area n o r t h  of Millers River  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  d i s t r i c t  of Orange 
i n  1783 w i t h  s t e p  boundary a l o n g  Warwick and Royals ton  l i n e  f o l l o w i n g  
o r i g i n a l  l o t  d i v i s i o n s  ( 1 7 3 5 ) .  I n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town of Orange i n  
1810 w i t h  A t h o l  boundary a long  E a s t  Branch of Millers River  a d j u s t e d  
i n  1816. Area s o u t h  of Millers River  annexed from N e w  Salem i n  1837 
i n c l u d i n g  L i t t l e  Gran t  (Orange A i r p o r t )  and wes te rn  s e c t i o n  a long  
M i l l e r s  R ive r  annexed from Erving ( W e s t  Orange) a l s o  i n  1837. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Secondary commercial i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  on e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  between 
F i t c h b u r g  and G r e e n f i e l d ,  Located a l o n g  Millers River  w i t h  secondary  
a c c e s s  t o  Quabbin v a l l e y  and c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  i n c l u d i n g  s u s p e c t e d  
n a t i v e  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l  around Lake Mattawa and T u l l y  Pond. S e t t l e d  
a s  composi te  g r a n t  from Warwick and New Salem d u r i n g  l a t e  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  w i t h  meet ing  house c e n t e r  a t  Nor th  Orange by l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  some w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  p e r i o d  houses of pre-Revolut ionary  d a t e  
a long  Atho l  Road. North Orange remained a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  of upland 
farming d i s t r i c t  th rough  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  houses 
ex tend ing  t o  T u l l y s  Meadow and landmark F e d e r a l  church  p r e s e r v e d  w i t h  
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sur round ing  s t y l i s h  houses.  Secondary m i l l  v i l l a g e  s u r v i v e s  i n t a c t  
a t  T u l l y  Pond w i t h  c o t t a g e s  and o r i g i n a l  houses a l o n g  Royalston 
Road. Other  e a r l y  c o t t a g e s  remain a l o n g  Ches tnu t  B i l l  Road and 
Walnut H i l l  Road from New Salem t o  Lake Mattawa. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  development a l o n g  Millers River  c o r r i d o r  d u r i n g  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  pr imary  f o c u s  
a t  Orange c e n t e r  and secondary  v i l l a g e  a t  W e s t  O r a n g e l i n c l u d i n g  
p o r t i c o e d  Greek Rev iva l  houses .  L o c a t i o n  of sewing machine manu- 
f a c t u r e  d u r i n g  C i v i l  War sponsored  l o c a l  urban growth a t  Orange 
C e n t e r  w i t h  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  houses  a long  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  and modest 
I t a l i a n t e  examples a l o n g  Mechanic and North Main. Continued expan- 
s i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  
b r i c k  f a c t o r y  d i s t r i c t  a long  R i v e r  S t r e e t  of w e l l  d e t a i l e d  d e s i g n  
and m u l t i s t o r i e d  b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  a l o n g  E a s t  Main S t r e e t  between 
s u r v i v i n g  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  c o t t a g e s .  Attempted development of suburban 
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  on s o u t h  s i d e  t o  Walnut H i l l  w i t h  some e l a b o r a t e  
examples on Sou th  Main S t r e e t  i n c l u d i n g  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  Queen Anne 
Churches. Urban growth s t a g n a t e d  by e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  a l t h o u g h  
i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  Millers River  c o r r i d o r ,  i n c l u d i n g  
e a r l y  c o n c r e t e  t a p i o c a  f a c t o r y  on W e s t  Main. Highway commercial 
expans ion  a l o n g  Route 2  a x i s  of  Mohawk T r a i l  d u r i n g  E a r l y  Modern 
p e r i o d  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  d i n e r  i n t a c t  on Main S t r e e t  and n o t a b l e  A r t  
Deco r e s t a u r a n t  i n  West Orange. F r i n g e  development  expanded a long  
River  S t r e e t  s o u t h  s i d e  t o  Orange a i r p o r t  w i t h  t o u r i s t  camp i n t a c t  
a t  B i rch land  Club and summer c o t t a g e s  a t  Lake Mattawa and Packard  Pond. 

P r e s e n t  development most obvious  from Route 2  bypass  a long  South 
Main S t r e e t  t o  Orange c e n t e r  t h r e a t e n i n g  o r i g i n a l  P r e s c o t t  meeting-  
house. North Orange r e t a i n s  remarkable  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r  a s  suburban 
c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a t  T u l l y  v i l l a g e  from Atho l  
expans ion.  Orange C e n t e r  s u f f e r s  from economic d e c l i n e  w i t h  i n t e g r i t y  
of b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  t h r e a t e n e d  by abandonment, a l t h o u g h  s o u t h  s i d e  
i n d u s t r i a l  complex remains  i n t a c t  a s  c o n v e r t e d  commercial a r e a .  
Out ly ing  farmsteads r e t a i n  a c t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  suburban 
expans ion  from Amherst and s o u t h e r n  N e w  Hampshire. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 
A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 
Regional  c o r r l a o r  Detween Quabbin v a l l e y  and c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  wi th  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  a p p a r e n t l y  
fo l lowed n o r t h  bank of  Millers R i v e r  from Pequage (Atho l )  a s  Brookside 
Road-Main S t r e e t  (Route 2A) t o  Moss Brook ( W e s t  Orange) .  S e v e r a l  
n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l s  appear  l i k e l y  a l o n g  topograph ic  g r a i n  from Quabbin 
v a l l e y  t o  Millers River.Fordways s u s p e c t e d  a t  W e s t  Orange and Orange 
c e n t e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  Road around Cool idge  Swamp, H o l t s h i r e  
Road a long  Lake Mattawa w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  branch a l o n g  Walnut H i l l  Road t o  

Orange f o r d  and Route 202 a c r o s s  The P l a i n s .  T r a i l  r o u t e s  n o r t h  of  
Millers River  p r o b a b l y  fo l lowed  Moss Brook and Route 7 8  a long  O r c u t t  
Brook t o  Moores Pond (Warwick) from West Orange fordway. Primary t r a i l  
n o r t h  from Orange C e n t e r  f o r d  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  b a s e  of F i s h e r  H i l l  
t o  North Main S t r e e t  w i t h  p o s s i b l e  loop  t o  Farm Brook a s  Dine H i l l  
Road. A l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  n o r t h  l i k e l y  fo l lowed  Wheeler Avenue from E a s t  
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Main S t r e e t  and n o r t h  a s  E a s t  Road t o  White Pond (Nor th  Orange) and 
c o n n e c t i o n s  n o r t h w e s t  a s  Poor Farm Road a l o n g  b a s e  of Temple H i l l .  
Other  t r a i l  l i n k s  from White Pond p robab ly  fo l lowed  Creamery H i l l -  
T u l l y  Road n o r t h  a l o n g  T u l l y  River  and s o u t h  a s  Atho l  Road. Connec- 
t i o n s  t o  a d j a c e n t  T u l l y  Pond p o s s i b l y  fo l lowed  from Royals ton  Road 
e a s t  and n o r t h - s o u t h  a l o n g  T u l l y  Road t o  E a s t  Branch fordway. 

B. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There w e r e  no  r e p o r t e d  n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  N a t i v e  p e r i o d  
occupa t ion  p robab ly  o c c u r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  lowlands a d j a c e n t  t o  
t h e  Millers R i v e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  v i l l a g e s  of 
West Orange and Orange and t h e  r i v e y s  s o u t h e r n  bank s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  
l a t t e r  v i l l a g e .  A d d i t i o n a l  s i t e s  w e r e  l i k e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  on The 
P l a i n s ,  t h e  lowlands a d j a c e n t  t o  T u l l y  River  and T u l l y  and Packard  
ponds. Upland s i tes  may have been l o c a t e d  on t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l e v e l  
summit of Temple H i l l .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

The a r e a ' s  h i l l y  t e r r a i n  and marshy lowlands would have d i scouraged  
n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Some h o r t i c u l t u r a l t m c t s  may have been e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  on t h e  Miller 's R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n .  Na t ive  f i s h i n g  would have 
focused  on t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned r i v e r .  Hunting p robab ly  took 
p l a c e  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  town ' s  lowlands ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a long  t h e  M i l l e r ' s  
River  and t h e  p l a i n s .  

Observa t ions  : 

The Orange a r e a  was p r o b a b l y  c a p a b l e  of s u p p o r t i n g  a  moderate n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  By t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  t h i s  a r e a  may have rough ly  de- 
l i n e a t e d  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of Pocumtuck-related s e t t l e m e n t s  congregated  
i n  t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  from t h e  Nipmucs of c e n t r a l  
and c e n t r a l  w e s t e r n  Massachuse t t s .  The g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x t a n t  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s i tes  hould be on t h e  Millers 
River  f l o o d p l a i n  e s p e c i a l l y  immedia te ly  e a s t  of West Orange, i t s  
s o u t h e r n  bank e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of  Orange, a l o n g  T u l l y  River  and i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of T u l l y  and Packard  Ponds. 

PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

Primary e a s t - w e s t  t r a i l  remained a long  Millers River  w i t h  nor th - sou th  
r o u t e  from Lake Mattawa t o  T u l l y  Pond a c r o s s  Orange Cen te r  fordway. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Orange p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be occupied  by a  moderate s i z e d  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  d i d  n o t  occur  u n t i l  t h e  
mid-18th c e n t u r y .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Nat ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  l i k e l y  w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h o s e  
o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  
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D. Economic Base: - 

Nat ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  w e r e  l a r g e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of 
t h e  p reced ing  p e r i o d .  However, n a t i v e s  l i k e l y  i n c r e a s e d  hun t ing  and 
t r a p p i n g  of f u r - b e a r i n g  a n i m a l s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  development of an 
E n g l i s h  market  f o r  n a t i v e  f u r s .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

C o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  upland a r e a s  such a s  Orange i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  River  . 
V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t  was l i m i t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Large t r a c t s  of 
h igh  q u a l i t y  l a n d  w e r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  Middle Connec t i cu t  
River  V a l l e y .  

V I  . COLONIAL P E R I O D  (1675-1775) 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S e t t l e m e n t  of  Warwick (1737) and Mew Salem (1737) e s t a b l i s h e d  l o t  d i v i -  
s i o n  highways a l o n g  t o p o g r a p h i c  g r a i n ,  i n c l u d i n g  North Main, Oxbow, 
Cross  and Middle Road from Poor Farm Brook t o  Millers River  (Warwick) 
and C h e s t n u t  H i l l ,  Walnut H i l l  and North Pond Road around Lake Mattawa 
( N e w  Salem) .  Pr imary  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  remained a s  eas t -wes t  routeway 
a l o n g  Millers River  f o l l o w i n g  Main S t r e e t  from Brookside  Road (Route 
2 A )  w i t h  c r o s s i n g s  a t  West Orange and Orange C e n t e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I t  i s  u n c l e a r  how e x t e n s i v e  Orange ' s  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  p o p u l a t i o n  was. 
There w e r e  no  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  t o w n ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  The secon- 
d a r y  s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  concern ing  p r e v i o u s  r e s i d e n c e s  
of p e r i o d  se t t lers .  Two f a m i l i e s  w e r e  former r e s i d e n t s  of Roches ter  
and M i l f o r d ,  Massachuse t t s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was g e n e r a l l y  s c a t t e r e d  and ext remely  l i g h t  
u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1760 ' s .  The f i r s t  home was r e p u t e d l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
Joseph Lawrence between 1752 and 1762 on a  325 acre t r a c t  oL land situated 
i n  e a s t e r n  Orange and owned by Reverand Benjamin Ruggles of Middleboro. 
Subsequent  p o s t  1762 s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  n o r t h  of  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Orange. 
Homes were e r e c t e d  e a s t  of F a l l  H i l l  and i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  v i l l a g e  of North Orange on Wheeler Ave.,  Poor Farm Road, and Athol  
Road. By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d  a  s m a l l  s e t t l e m e n t  node had developed 
on t h e  s i t e  of  North Orange. The s e t t l e m e n t  l acked  a  meetinghouse 
u n t i l  c.1781. Loca l  r e s i d e n t s  p r o b a b l y  a t t e n d e d  church  s e r v i c e s  and 
town mee t ings  i n  A t h o l .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Orange ' s  c o l o n i a l  economy i s  p o o r l y  documented by secondary  s o u r c e s .  
Local  r e s i d e n t s  focused  on l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  and lumbering.  
P e r i o d  i n d u s t r i a l  development was modest.  The o n l y  documented p e r i o d  
i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  w e r e  a  sawmil l  and t a n n e r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
Nathan Goddard i n  c.1760 (N.A.1926:13). 
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

V I I  . 

Of t h e  e a r l i e s t  houses of t h e  p e r i o d ,  d a t i n g  a f t e r  t h e  town ' s  f i r s t  
s e t t l e m e n t  c .1762,  v e r y  few s u r v i v e .  The o n l y  s t r u c t u r e s  p r e d a t i n g  
1775 observed i n  t h e  f i e l d  w e r e  l o c a t e d  a t  North Orange and i n c l u d e d  
one house and two c o t t a g e s .  None of t h e s e  e x h i b i t d d  t h e  f u l l  f i v e  
bay f r o n t  t y p i c a l  of t h e  l a t e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses  b u t  a l l  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  chimney. The house,  w i t h  a  f o u r  bay wide f r o n t ,  
f e a t u r e d  a n  e n t r a n c e  su r round  w i t h  t r i a n g u l a r  pediment.  The c o t t a g e s ,  
o n e ( d a t e d  1771) w i t h  a  f o u r  bay f r o n t  and one h a l f  c o t t a g e ,  a r e  both  
more s imply  d e t a i l e d .  The o n l y  o t h e r  e x t a n t  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  
known i s  t h e  Mayo Tavern ( 1 7 7 3 ) ,  a  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n ,  f i v e  bay f r o n t  
house which was one of  t h e  town ' s  f i r s t  t a v e r n s .  

F.  Observa t ions :  

Orange ' s  l a t e  s e t t l e m e n t  d a t e  was due l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  a r e a ' s  v u l n e r a -  
b i l i t y  t o  n a t i v e  a t t a c k s .  The p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  s i t u a t e d  i n  Orange 
was an  outgrowth of t h e  pr imary  s e t t l m e n t  node e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Atho l  
d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  L o c a l  set t lers r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  on Atho l  
because of Orange ' s  l i m i t e d  economic base .  F u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  should  
d e t a i l  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  and economic development s i n c e  
e x i s t i n g  secondary  s o u r c e s  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e .  There i s  a  good p o s s i b i l i t y  
of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  of t h e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  s u r v i v i n g  i n  
n o r t h e r n  Orange because  of t h e  t o w n ' s  con t inued  r u r a l  n a t u r e .  

FEDERAL PERIOD 

A.  T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Orange meetinghouse a t  North Orange (1783) formed 
r a d i a l  highway c o n n e c t i o n s  from town c e n t e r  w i t h  improvement of Warwick 
highway a s  North Orange Road and highway around Temple H i l l  t o  
B l i s s v i l l e  (now abandoned).  Pr imary  c o n n e c t i o n s  remained a s  Wheeler 
Avenue and A t h o l  Road s o u t h  t o  Millers River  and T u l l y  Road n o r t h  t o  
Warwick, w i t h  Royals ton  Road e a s t  t o  T u l l y  Pond down s t e e p  g r a d e  of 
Orange H i l l .  Improvement of  n o r t h - s o u t h  highways t o  Orange Center 
from New Salem w i t h  South  Main S t r e e t  (Route 122) t o  Millers River  
b r i d g e  ( c .  1800) . 
B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Of a l l  t h e  towns e x i s t i n g  i n  F r a n k l i n  County i n  1790,  Orange had t h e  
s m a l l e s t  growth i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d ,  r i s i n g  on ly  12.2% between 1790 
and 1830. A t  t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e ,  t h e  town r e p o r t e d  880 r e s i d e n t s ,  up 
from 784 i n  1790. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  meetinghouse a t  North Orange (1782) w i t h  
m i l l  v i l l a g e  a t  T u l l y  Pond. Upland a g r i c u l t u r e  extended t o  l i m i t s  
of c u l t i v a t i o n  a l o n g  T u l l y  Meadow t o  B l i s s v i l l e  w i t h  lowland farming 
around North Pond (Lake Mat tawa) ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t t empted  meetinghouse from 
New Salem ( 1 8 0 0 ) .  M i l l  s i tes  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  Millers River  a t  South 
Orange (1790) and expanded a s  economic f o c u s  w i t h  t e x t i l e  m i l l s  (by 
1815) w i t h  secondary  v i l l a g e  a t  E r v i n g s h i r e  ( W e s t  Orange) .  
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D.  Economic Base: -- 
Predominant ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy though m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  on M i l l e r s  
River  a s  e a r l y  a s  1790,  when Jacob  Holmes e r e c t e d  saw and g r i s t  m i l l s  
a t  Orange v i l l a g e .  Scy the  shop (1803) and c a r d i n g  Machine (1804) 
probably  l o c a t e d  a t  v i l l a g e .  The making of palm-leaf h a t s ,  a  major  
i n d u s t r y  by t h e  1840s ,  was begun i n  Orange i n  1805 by Abner and Jacob  
Whitney. By 1832, though Orange produced o n l y  $480 worth of  palm- 
l e a f  h a t s ,  New Salem; i n c l u d i n g  a  gdod p a r t  of what i s  now Orange, was 
t h e  l e a d i n g  town i n  t h e  coun ty ,  w i t h  $27,500 worth.  ( A f t e r  t h e  
boundary l i n e s  w e r e  a d j u s t e d  i n  1837,  Orange became t h e  l e a d i n g  town.) 

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e  : - 
R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately two dozen houses  and c o t t a g e s  of t h e  
F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  Orange. These i n c l u d e  rough ly  e q u a l  numbers 
of two-s tory  houses  and one-s to ry  c o t t a g e s .  Most p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  
a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of town, a t  North Orange and T u l l y  
and a long  o u t l y i n g  r o a d s .  Almost no th ing  of  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Orange C e n t e r  s u r v i v e d  l a t e r  19 th -cen tu ry  commercial 
development.  For  houses ,  t h e  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  
p l a n s  predominated w h i l e  f o r  c o t t a g e s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  chimney 
p l a n s  w e r e  t h e  r u l e .  Of n o t e  a r e  a n  end chimney b r i c k  house w i t h  a  
framed a t t i c  and a  w e l l - d e t a i l e d  h i p  roof  doub le  chimney house on 
Main S t r e e t  a t  North Orange. The Main S t r e e t  house i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  
i t s  q u a l i t y  d e t a i l i n g  i n c l u d i n g  a  mutu la ry  c o r n i c e  whose e l o n g a t e d  
metopes l i n k  it s t y l i s t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  Samuel A l l e n  House (between 
1809-1816) i n  New Salem, which f e a t u r e s  a  s i m i l a r  c o r n i c e .  F e d e r a l  
houses  w e r e  no ted  i n  t h e  f i e l d  on Main S t r e e t  (Nor th  Orange) ,  North 
Main S t r e e t  and Road, T u l l y  and A t h o l  Roads on on E a s t  Main S t r e e t  
a t  Orange C e n t e r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The f i r s t  meetinghouse i n  t h e  town was t h e  Congre- 
g a t i o n a l  meetinghouse of 1781, a t  p r e s e n t  t h e  Community Church of 
North Orange. A 4 6 '  x 36 '  two-s tory  gab led  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  meeting-  
house was remode l l ed  i n  1832 and i t s  p r e s e n t  appearance  p robab ly  d a t e s  
from t h a t  t i m e .  Of n o t e  a r e  f l u t e d  t r i a n g u l a r  p a n e l s  f l a n k i n g  a  
r e c t a n g u l a r  g a b l e  window; t h e  batwinged shape of t h e  p a n e l s  i s  s i m i -  
l a r  t o  t h a t  no ted  on houses  b u i l t  by C a l v i n  S t e a r n s  i n  N o r t h f i e l d  and 
may r e l a t e  t h e  1832 remode l l ing  t o  S t e a r n s  o r  a  l o c a l  a p p r e n t i c e .  The 
c h u r c h ' s  b e l f r y  a p p e a r s  t o  d a t e  from t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  No 
o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known t o  s u r v i v e .  A 
Method i s t  c l a s s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1795 b u t  a  meetinghouse was n o t  
begun u n t i l  1822; t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was never  completed and was demolished 
c.1852. F i v e  s c h o o l s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  1787 b u t  o n l y  f o u r  appear  on t h e  
1830 map of t h e  town. 

Commercial: A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t a v e r n s  (Goddard, Mellen and Mayo) o p e r a t e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  1773 Mayo Tavern,  a t  l e a s t  one 
t a v e r n ,  t h e  Goddard ( l a t e r  P e r r y )  Tavern s t i l l  s t a n d s .  The b u i l d i n g  , 
a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  of c .1825,  s t a n d s  a t  North Orange. 
I t  i s  unusua l  f o r  i t s  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  f i v e  bay wide form and i t s  t r a n -  
s i  t i o n a l  ~ e d e r a l / G r e e k  R e v i v a l  s t y l i n g .  
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V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement o f  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a long  Millers River  w i t h  F i t c h b u r g  
R a i l r o a d  (1848) i n c l u d i n g  d e p o t s  a t  Orange Center  and West Orange. 
Expansion of l o c a l  s t r e e t  g r i d  from Orange c e n t e r  i n c l u d e d  nor th - sou th  
Mechanic S t r e e t  and e a s t - w e s t  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  w i t h  West River  S t r e e t  
connec t ing  t o  W e s t  Orange a l o n g  s o u t h  bank. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I n  1837 a  l a r g e  p a r t  of  New Salem was annexed t o  Orange, and t h e  
s h a r p  70% p o p u l a t i o n  r i se  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1830s i s  no doub t  l a r g e l y  
due t o  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  t e r r i t o r y .  Much of Orange ' s  r e a l  growth,  
however, o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  1860s when t h e  town grew by n e a r l y  30% -- 
probab ly  l a r g e l y  a s  a  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  c h a i r  and machine shops developing 
a t  Orange Cen te r .  

I n  1855, on ly  2.1% of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  c la imed f o r e i g n  b i r t h  -- w e l l  
under  t h e  6 .7% county  a v e r a g e ,  and a t y p i c a l  of a  deve lop ing  manufac- 
t u r i n g  community . Of t h e  immigrants ,  n e a r l y  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  w e r e  
I r i s h ,  many of  whom had p r o b a b l y  a r r i v e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
r a i l r o a d  . 
C .  - S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  r e l o c a t e d  from North Orange t o  South  Orange economic 
c e n t e r  on Millers R i v e r  (1837) w i t h  r a p i d  expans ion  of i n d u s t r i a l  
development a f t e r  opening of r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  (1848) 
and C i v i l  War sewing machine f a c t o r i e s  ( 1 8 6 3 ) .  A f f l u e n t  suburban 
d i s t r i c t  developed a l o n g  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  w i t h  commercial d i s t r i c t  
a l o n g  E a s t  Main S t r e e t  t o  F i t c h b u r g  d e p o t  on South  Main S t r e e t .  
Secondary i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand a t  West Orange w i t h  
meetinghouse - (1836)  and a t  T u l l y  Pond. Dairy farming main ta ined  
a long  T u l l y  Meadows from North Orange Center  and around North Pond 
(Lake Mattawa) from New Salem. 

D .  Economic Base: 

The wa te r  power of t h e  Millers R i v e r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  
Vermont and Massachuse t t s  R a i l r o a d  i n  1848 i n t r o d u c e d  a  s t r o n g  wood- 
working and f u r n i t u r e  i n d u s t r y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i m p o r t a n t  machine shops .  
E a r l i e s t  development ,  however, was a t  T u l l y ,  where a b o u t  1830 C a l v i n  
Mayo c o n s t r u c t e d  a power c a n a l  from t h e  T u l l y  River  f o r  a  s m a l l  
i n d u s t r i a l  community, i n c l u d i n g  J i l l s o n ' s  triphammer and a foundry  
r u n  by Nathan Mayo, Ashae l  H a r r i n g t o n ,  and o t h e r s .  I t  i s  u n c l e a r  how 
l o n g e i t h e r  l a s t e d ;  a p p a r e n t l y  by mid-century a  woodworking shop,  
a n c e s t o r  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  shop ,  had been added t o  t h e  foundry ,  probably  
d i s c o n t i n u e d  a f t e r  a  f i r e  i n  1865. 

~ l s o  a t  T u l l y  was t h e  p a i l  f a c t o r y  of B i l l  & Taylor  -- one of t h r e e  
i n  t h e  town by t h e  1850s. I n  1855 t h e  p r o d u c t  of t h e  t h r e e  p a i l  
f a c t o r i e s  i n  Orange was va lued  a t  $25,000 -- t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  r ecorded  
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i n d u s t r y  i n  town a t  t h a t  t i m e .  I n  F r a n k l i n  and Worces ter  c o u n t i e s ,  
o n l y  Orange, A t h o l ,  Roya l s ton ,  and Erv ing  r e p o r t e d  p a i l  f a c t o r i e s  
i n  1855, b u t ,  a s  i n  t h e  c h a i r  and c a b i n e t w a r e  i n d u s t r y  which Orange 
and Erving s h a r e d  w i t h  Worces ter  County towns,  by 1865 t h e  i n d u s t r y  
i n  t h e  upper  t i e r  towns of Worces ter  County,  encouraged no doub t  by 
p l e n t i f u l  hardwoods and t h e  F i t c h b u r g  r a i l r o a d ,  would blossom. I n  
Orange i n  1855, t h e  second l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  ( i n  t e r m s  of p r o d u c t  
v a l u e )  was i n  c h a i r s  and cab ine tware .  Davis  & Kilburn  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  
and Joseph P i e r c e  a t  T u l l y  t o g e t h e r  employed 45 men and women ( t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  town i n  t e r m s  of employees) .  I n  1865, w i t h  a n  
employee r o s t e r  of 100 men and women -- up 122% from a  decade  e a r l i e r  -- 
c h a i r  shops  dominated t h e  town ' s  manufac tu r ing  employment. 

Woodenware i n  g e n e r a l  dominated t h e  town 's  economy f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  
p e r i o d .  A s  l a t e  a s  1865,  t h e  p r o d u c t  of p l a n i n g  and saw m i l l s ,  
t o g e t h e r  wi th  p a i l  m i l l s ,  and t h e  makers of c h a i r s ,  c a b i n e t w a r e ,  
c a r r i a g e s ,  kegs ,  and c o f f i n s  w e r e  t h e  town ' s  major  s o u r c e  of employ- 
ment. The town was a l s o  a  l e a d i n g  s u p p l i e r  of lumber i n  t h e  county .  
I n  1845 Orange r e p o r t e d  2,620,000 fee t  of lumber c u t  -- o v e r  a  f i f t h  
of t h e  e n t i r e  lumber p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  coun ty ,  and more t h a n  doub le  
t h e  f i g u r e  of t h e  n e x t  h i g h e s t  town, Wendell .  

The same y e a r  a l s o  saw t h e  peak r e p o r t e d  v a l u e  of palm-leaf h a t  manu- 
f a c t u r e  i n  which 400 women and 75 boys produced $20,657 wor th  of h a t s ,  
a g a i n  o v e r  o n e - f i f t h  of t h e  county  v a l u e ,  and h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county .  
A s  i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  much of t h i s  i n d u s t r y  may have been p icked  up 
from New Salem i n  1837 when t h e  town boundar ies  w e r e  a d j u s t e d .  I n  
1845 a  t h i r d  of  a l l  t h e  b o o t s  and shoes  produced i n  F r a n k l i n  County 
were made i n  Orange. 

The two l a r g e s t  machine shops  i n  Orange w e r e  begun by men who g o t  
t h e i r  s t a r t  i n  t h e  Worces ter  County c h a i r  i n d u s t r y  -- Andrew C l a r k ,  
founder  of t h e  sewing machine b u s i n e s s  i n  Orange, and Rodney Hunt. 
Much of Orange ' s  machine shop i n d u s t r y  was sha red  w i t h  Atho l  t o  t h e  
e a s t .  The e a r l i e s t  machine shop i n  Orange may have been abou t  1840, 
though Hunt d i d n ' t  beg in  b u i l d i n g  woolen m i l l  machinery u n t i l  1858. 
I n  1862 t h e  f i r m  of Hunt ,  Waite  & F l i n t  was formed producing woolen 
machinery and b r e a s t  and t u r b i n e  w a t e r  wheels .  A second wa te r  wheel 
manufac tu re r ,  t h e  Chase Turb ine  Mfg. Company, was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1865 
when J. D. Chase and Sons moved t o  Orange from W e s t  Concord, Vermont. 
By t h e  1870s ,  w i t h  Levi  Ki lburn  (of  t h e  Ki lburn  C h a i r  F a c t o r y )  a s  
t r e a s u r e r ,  they  appear  t o  have been c l o s e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  Orange 
i n d u s t r i e s .  

The l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  t o  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  however, was 
t h e  sewing machine works of Andrew O l a r k  and Wil l iam P.  Barker ,  who 
i n  1860 i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  "New England S i n g l e  Thread Sewing Machine." 
A f t e r  t h e  f i r m  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  "Gold Medal" machine i n  1867, t h e  company 
was r e o r g a n i z e d  and by 1870, a s  t h e  Gold Medal Sewing Machine Company, 
r e p o r t e d  s a l e s  of $444,000 -- much t h e  l a r g e s t  v a l u e  of any town 
manufac tu re r .  The Rodney Hunt and Gold Medal f i r m s  had a  dominant 
r o l e  i n  t h e  nearby Orange Foundry, which produced c a s t i n g s  f o r  bo th  
f i r m s .  The Orange Manufactur ing  Company made t h e  cab ine tware  f o r  
sewing machines.  
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I X .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  G r e a t  expans ion  took  p l a c e  a t  Orange C e n t e r  w i t h  t h e  
a r r i v a l  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  (1848) and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  s e v e r a l  
i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  1840s and ' 60s .  More modest growth occur red  
a t  T u l l y  and a t  North Orange w h i l e  a long  most r u r a l  r o a d s ,  s m a l l  farm 
c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  s c a t t e r e d  l o c a t i o n s .  C o t t a g e s  w e r e  t h e  p re -  
dominant house form, r e g a r d l e s s  of l o c a t i o n .  S i d e h a l l  and c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e  c o t t a g e s  i n  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e s  were 
b u i l t  i n  l a r g e  numbers and w i t h  a l m o s t  e q u a l  i n c i d e n c e  of b o t h  p l a n  
t y p e s ;  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n s  u t i l i z e d  e i t h e r  c e n t e r  o r  doub le  i n t e r i o r  
chimneys. I n  g e n e r a l ,  development  a t  Orange Cen te r  focused a long  
E a s t ,  West and North Main S t r e e t s  n o r t h  of t h e  M i l l e r s  River  i n  t h e  
F i s h e r s  H i l l  a r e a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  p l a n  t y p e s  mentioned 
above,  t h e  o t h e r  p l a n  t y p e  used w i t h  some f requency  was t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  
f i v e  bay wide p l a n  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ;  approx imate ly  a  dozen c o t t a g e s  
w i t h  t h e  broad g a b l e d  form, common i n  Worces ter  County,  were noted  
a c r o s s  Orange. For  houses ,  t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  was t h e  most common t y p e  
used.  Orange i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  number of s i d e h a l l  p l a n  temple  f r o n t  
Greek Rev iva l  houses  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  w i t h  approx imate ly  a  h a l f  dozen 
examples obse rved ,  most a t  Orange C e n t e r .  Also  of n o t e  a r e  a  t h r e e -  
s t o r y  b r i c k  mansard r o o f e d  house w i t h  asymmetr ica l  p l a n  ( c . 1 8 6 5 ) ,  a  
towered I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  on High S t r e e t  and a broad gab led  Greek 
Rev iva l  doub le  house.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n d u s t r i a l  expans ion was accompanied by s i g n i f i c a n t  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  growth.  Three a d d i t i o n a l  Congrega t iona l  S o c i e t i e s  were 
o rgan ized  i n  Orange (1837; meet inghouse ,  1836; d i s s o l v e d ,  1 8 6 0 ) ,  North 
Orange (1843; d i s s o l v e d  1850) and South  Orange (1846; meetinghouse 
1852) . A second s h o r t - l i v e d  Method i s t  S o c i e t y  formed i n  1853 ( d i s -  
so lved  by 1 8 7 9 ) ,  a  B a p t i s t  church  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1834 and i n  
1851, a  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  was founded a t  South  Orange. The town ' s  
f i r s t  Town H a l l  was b u i l t  a t  South  Orange i n  1837. By 1855, t h e  
town had t h i r t e e n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  A p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  
(no  b u i l d i n g )  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1868; i n  1864, a  F i r e  Department was 
o r g a n i z e d .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  on ly  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  
p e r i o d  t o  s u r v i v e  a r e  U n i v e r s a l i s t  Church ( p r o b a b l y  1858) a t  Orange 
and t h e  P r e s c o t t  Church,  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  Greek Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  
of c.  1845. 

Commercial: With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  two-and-a-half s t o r y  L-plan 
Greek R e v i v a l  Putnam House ( c - 1 8 5 0 ) ,  no p e r i o d  commercial b u i l d i n g s  
a r e  known s t i l l  s t a n d i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The o n l y  known e x t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  Chase 
Turbine  Manufactur ing  Company of c .1860,  a  one-s to ry  b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  
b u i l d i n g  . 
LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued improvement of  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  M i l l e r s  R ive r  w i t h  
e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  l i n e  from A t h o l  t o  Orange C e n t e r  a long  E a s t  Main 
S t r e e t  t o  W e s t  Main S t r e e t  f a c t o r y  d i s t r i c t  (by  1 9 0 4 ) .  Expansion of  
l o c a l  s t ree t  g r i d  from Orange C e n t e r  i n c l u d e d  E a s t  R ive r  S t r e e t  a c r o s s  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Orange



The P l a i n s  and Hayden, P l e a s a n t  and Chase S t r e e t  nor th - sou th  t o  Walnut 
H i l l .  P r imary  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  remained a s  F i t c h b u r g  (Boston and Maine) 
r a i l r o a d  a l o n g  Millers R i v e r .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1870 and 1915,  Orange grew by 157.2% -- t h i r d  h i g h e s t  growth 
r a t e  i n  t h e  county .  Almost a l l  of t h i s  growth,  however, occur red  
between 1870 and 1890,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  New Home, Rodney Hunt,  and Chase 
Turbine  expanded. Orange reached  i t s  peak p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1905 a t  5 ,578,  
a  f i g u r e  it would n o t  r e a c h  a g a i n  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1930s.  I n  1915 
Orange ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  5,379.  

I n  1880 Orange ' s  dominant  immigrant  g roups  w e r e  I r i s h  and Canadians.  
Twenty-five y e a r s  l a t e r ,  however, t h e  number of fo re ign-born  r e s i d e n t s  
had i n c r e a s e d  400%. Much of t h i s  new group ( 3 7 % )  was made up of 
Swedes. The Orange Swedish community i n  1880 r e p r e s e n t e d  67% of a l l  
t h e  Swedes i n  F r a n k l i n  County. The second l a r g e s t  group t h a t  y e a r  
w e r e  t h e  E n g l i s h ,  w i t h  1 6 % .  By 1915,  a  l a r g e  group of Russ ian  i m r n i -  
g r a n t s  (12%)  were a l s o  r e p o r t e d  i n  Orange. 

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Continued expans ion  of  South  Orange a s  c e n t e r  of economic and c i v i c  
a c t i v i t y  w i t h  p r imary  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  M i l l e r  R iver  r a i l r o a d  
l i n e .  Commercial d i s t r i c t  remained a long  E a s t  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  m u l t i p l e  
s t o r y  b u s i n e s s  b l o c k s  a l o n g  North-South Main S t r e e t  t o  b r i d g e  and c i v i c  
f o c u s  a t  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  h i l l .  Cons ide rab le  i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion on 
s o u t h  s i d e  a l o n g  River  S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  secondary  r e s i d e n t i a l  growth 
a long  South Main and Walnut H i l l  S t r e e t  w i t h  some a t t empted  a f f l u e n t  
development.  North s i d e  remained a s  modest r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  w i t h  
m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  housing a l o n g  Mechanic S t r e e t  and West Main, ex tend ing  
t o  secondary  v i l l a g e  a t  W e s t  Orange and on E a s t  Main t o  R i v e r s i d e ,  
North Orange c o n t i n u e d  a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  of upland farming d i s t r i c t  
w i t h  l o c a l  m i l l  v i l l a g e  a t  T u l l y  Pond. Lowland farming main ta ined  
around Lake Mattawa w i t h  some summer c o t t a g e s  a l o n g  s h o r e .  

Economic Base: 

For  most of t h e  p e r i o d ,  Orange ' s  manufac tu r ing  economy was dominated 
by t h e  New Home Sewing Machine Company. I n  1875 t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of 
Orange ' s  manufactured  p r o d u c t  was $782,149 -- second h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  
county  a f t e r  Montague ( c h i e f l y  Turners  F a l l s ) .  Of t h i s  amount, 
n e a r l y  h a l f  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  v a l u e  of sewing machines.  The n e x t  
l a r g e s t  amount was t h e  p r o d u c t  of t h e  two machine s h o p s ,  Rodney Hunt 
and Chase. Four f u r n i t u r e  shops  were t h i r d  i n  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  

Beginning i n  t h e  l a t e  1880s ,  t h e  town began t o  a t t r a c t  a  l a r g e  group 
of new i n d u s t r i e s ,  p r o b a b l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  v i g o r o u s  e f f o r t s  on t h e  
town 's  beha l f  by l o c a l  businessmen. A t  Wheeler i n  1891, a  m i l e  e a s t  
of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  John W. Wheeler ,  t r e a s u r e r  of t h e  New Home Sewing 
Machine Co., b u i l t  a  modern box f a c t o r y  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Keg & Box 
Company of N e w  York. J a y  B.  Reynolds moved h i s  shoe  f a c t o r y  from 
Brockton t o  Orange i n  1887, by 1892 employing 250 hands.  I n  1890, 
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t h e  L e a v i t t  Machine Company was i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  making a  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  
r e s e a t i n g  machines f o r  Globe v a l v e s .  I n  1894 J .  S. Whitman of 
Millers F a l l s  came t o  Orange t o  s t a r t  t h e  Whitman Grocery Company, 
whose c h i e f  p r o d u c t  was t a p i o c a .  ( I n  1908 t h e  company was renamed 
t h e  Minute Tapioca Company.) Expansion c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  20th c e n t u r y ' s  
f i r s t  decade a s  two t o o l  companies,  A d e l l  Mfg. Co. (1903) and t h e  
Union Tool  Co. (1908,  from F i t c h b u r g )  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  Reputedly  
" t h e  f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  
p r o d u c t i o n  of au tomobi les"  ( S t o n e ,  476) was e r e c t e d  f o r  t h e  Grout  
B r o t h e r s  Automobile Company. W i l l i a m  L .  Grout  had been s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
of t h e  N e w  Home Sewing Machine Company. Automobile p r o d u c t i o n  does 
n o t  s e e m  t o  have l a s t e d  l o n g ,  however. 

Outs ide  of t h e  v i l l a g e  some t e x t i l e  f i r m s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d :  a t  
E a g l e v i l l e  was t h e  shoddy m i l l  of t h e  Eag le  M i l l  Co. ( 1 8 6 7 ) ,  w h i l e  a  
second shoddy f a c t o r y  was o p e r a t e d  a t  F r y v i l l e  by F r o s t  & H i l l .  
There w e r e  f u r n i t u r e  shops  i n  B l i s s v i l l e ,  T u l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  
c e n t e r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  E x t e n s i v e  r e s i d e n t i a l  development con t inued  a t  Orange 
Cen te r  w i t h  most of  t h e  housing c o n s t r u c t e d  s o u t h  of  t h e  Millers 
River .  A s m a l l  secondary  v i l l a g e  developed a t  West Orange and some 
summer r e s o r t  development a l s o  took p l a c e  a t  Lake Mattawa b u t  
e l sewhere  i n  t h e  town, v e r y  l i t t l e  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur red .  I n  
g e n e r a l ,  h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  houses w e r e  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  and 
t o  t h e  w e s t  of South  Main S t r e e t  (Walnut H i l l )  and more modest 
workers '  hous ing l o c a t e d  e a s t  of South  Main S t r e e t .  An extended 
network of r e s i d e n t i a l  s t reets  covered  t h e  e a s t  f a c e  of Walnut H i l l  
by t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d  and t h e  b l o c k s  f i l l e d  i n  w i t h  comfor tab le  
one-and-a-half and two-story frame S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Second Empire and 
Queen Anne houses ,  most  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  s i d e h a l l  p l a n s .  Large towered 
Queen Anne, S t i c k  S t y l e  and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses were b u i l t  on 
South  Main S t r e e t  i n  t h e  1880s and ' 90s .  A f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  s i m i l a r  l a r g e  Queen Anne, C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and Craftsman 
houses  w e r e  b u i l t  on t h e  upper s l o p e s  of t h e  h i l l s  e a s t  of North Main 
S t r e e t .  S impler  workers '  hous ing of t h e  p e r i o d  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  
of s m a l l  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Queen Anne and S t i c k  S t y l e  c o t t a g e s .  S i d e h a l l  
p l a n  Queen Anne houses  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t  a t  West Orange. Development 
of Lake Mattawa began a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  and c o n s i s t e d  of 
s m a l l  h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f e d  c o t t a g e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The major  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  town d a t e  
from t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Town H a l l  ( c . 1 9 0 0 ) ,  
a  b r i c k  Romanesque Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a rcaded  windows and t e r r a -  
c o t t a  t r i m ,  t h e  Richardson ian  Romanesque Cen t re  School  ( c  .1890) , 
s h i n g l e d  Queen Anne/Colonial  Rev iva l  C e n t e r  Congrega t iona l  Church 
( c .  1900) and Memorial H a l l  (1892) . A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o t h e r  churches  of 
t h e  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e :  t h e  Lu the ran ,  F i r s t  Method i s t  (c .1890)  and 
Swedish ( c . 1 8 8 5 ) .  Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  n e o c l a s s i c a l  
Wheeler Memorial L i b r a r y  (1912; a r c h i t e c t  unknown) and Beaux-Arts/ 
Georgian R e v i v a l  Wheeler Mansion (c .1910;  a r c h i t e c t  unknown), now t h e  
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E a s t e r n  S t a r  Home and t h e  town ' s  most  e l a b o r a t e  mansion w i t h  a  monu- 
menta l  Tuscan p o r t i c o ,  seven bay f a c a d e ,  heavy Dor ic  c o r n i c e  and 
e x t e n s i v e  s u r f a c e  o rnamenta t ion .  Also  d a t i n g  from t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  
Gale-Brooke Shcool  a t  North Orange, a  h i p  roof  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  
b u i l d i n g  of c .1910.  

Commercial: The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  commercial b u i l d i n g s  on E a s t  Main 
S t r e e t  d a t e  from t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  Most of t h e s e  a r e  
s imple  t w o  and t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  b l o c k s  i n  P a n e l  B r i c k  and 
Romanesque Rev iva l  s t y l e s  of  n o t e  a r e  t h e  ye l low b r i c k  Masonic Block 
(c .1890) w i t h  a n  a rcaded  t h i r d  s t o r y ,  t h e  Mattawa Block (c .1890) 
and yel low b r i c k  bank of c.1900. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Major i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
a long  t h e  Millers River .  P robab ly  t h e  f i n e s t  complex of b u i l d i n g s  
i s  t h e  New Home Sewing Machine Company's f a c t o r y  of c .1885,  c o n s i s t i n g  
of approx imate ly  a  h a l f  dozen t h r e e  and f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  
of v a r y i n g  s i z e .  Almost a l l  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e i r  use  of 
Romanesque Rev iva l  and P a n e l  B r i c k  d e t a i l s  i n c l u d i n g  segmenta l  a rched 
windows, roundhead windows, c o r b e l l e d  s t r i n g  c o u r s e s  and c o r n i c e s  and 
a rched  e n t r i e s .  Other  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  Minute Tapioca 
b u i l d i n g  ( c . 1 9 0 0 ) ,  which resembles  t h e  shoe  f a c t o r i e s  of s o u t h e a s t e r n  
Massachuse t t s  i n  i t s  c l o s e l y  se t  banded windows and frame c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n ,  and t h e  Orange Foundry,  a  one-s to ry  e a r l y  20th-century  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  sawtooth  moni to r  r o o f .  

X .  - EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Abandonment of Athol-Orange t r o l l e y  l i n e  ( c  .1925) and improvement of 
l o c a l  highways a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o  r o a d s .  Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  
d e s i g n a t e d  a s  Route 2  (now Route 2A) th rough  Orange Cen te r  t o  West 
Orange w i t h  Route 78 a s  secondary  connec to r  t o  Warwick and N e w  
Hampshire a long  O r c u t t  Brook. Primary nor th - sou th  r e g i o n a l  highway 
d e s i g n a t e d  a s  U.S. 202 from A t h o l  t o  Pelham w i t h  secondary  connec to r  
t o  Worcester  a s  Route 122 f o l l o w i n g  South  Main S t r e e t .  Orange 
Munic ipa l  A i r p o r t  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  E a s t  R ive r  S t r e e t  a t  The P l a i n s  
(c .1935) w i t h  e a r l y  hangars  now r e p l a c e d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Although Orange c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow s l i g h t l y  (7 .1% between 1915 and 
1 9 4 0 ) ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  major  p e r i o d  of growth had passed .  The l a r g e s t  
growth p e r i o d s  w e r e  i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 2 0 s  ( a f t e r  a  s h a r p  d e c l i n e ,  1920- 
25) and i n  t h e  l a t e  ' 3 0 s .  By 1940, Orange ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  
5,611.  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Orange Cen te r  remained a s  pr imary  c i v i c  and commercial f o c u s  a long  
i n d u s t r i a l  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  of  Millers R i v e r .  Bus iness  d i s t r i c t  
s t a b i l i z e d  a long  E a s t  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  l i m i t e d  r e s i d e n t i a l  expans ion 
on s o u t h  s i d e  t o  Walnut H i l l .  Highway commercial a c t i v i t y  developed 
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a long  Route 2  c o r r i d o r  from A t h o l  w i t h  secondary  growth a long  E a s t  
R ive r  S t r e e t  around Orange A i r p o r t .  North Orange con t inued  a s  h i s -  
t o r i c  c i v i c  c e n t e r  of d a i r y  farming d i s t r i c t  w i t h  summer c o t t a g e s  
around Packard Pond from T u l l y  v i l l a g e ,  and s i m i l a r  r e s o r t  develop- 
ment on s o u t h  s i d e  around Lake Mattawa from Orange Center .  

D .  Economic Base: 

L i t t l e  new i n d u s t r i a l  development .  I n  t h e  1920s ,  b o t h  t h e  New Home 
Sewing Machine Co. and t h e  Minute Tapioca Co, w e r e  absorbed by 
l a r g e r  o u t s i d e  f i r m s .  The f o r m e r ,  w i t h  600 o p e r a t i v e s  i n  1930, was 
s t i l l  much t h e  l a r g e s t  manufac tu re r  i n  1930. 

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Limi ted  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took  p l a c e  i n  t h e  1920s 
a t  Orange C e n t e r .  Smal l  one-s to ry  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f s  
and s h i n g l e d ,  c lapboarded o r  s t u c c o  f i n i s h e s  w e r e  b u i l t  on t h e  edges 
of 19 th -cen tu ry  development  and a l o n g  Route 2A e a s t  and w e s t  of t h e  
c e n t e r .  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and Craftsman d e s i g n s  predominated.  The 
o n l y  o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  development  took p l a c e  a t  Lake Mattawa, where 
s m a l l  summer c o t t a g e s  w e r e  b u i l t  through t h e  1920s. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Only a  few i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  most  w e r e  s c h o o l s .  Among t h e  b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
were t h e  two-story t a p e s t r y  b r i c k  Armory (c .1920) and t h e  b r i c k  
Georgian R e v i v a l  High School  (c .1925) on South  Main S t r e e t .  

Commercial: S e v e r a l  commercial b u i l d i n g s  of n o t e  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d  a l o n g  Route 2A. These i n c l u d e  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  s t u c c o  Moderne 
r e s t a u r a n t  (c .1935)  a t  West Orange, n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  s e m i c i r c u l a r  
p l a n  w i t h  s e m i c i r c u l a r  bays ;  it i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  r e s t o r e d  and may 
be  r e t u r n e d  t o  commercial u s e .  Other  noteworthy p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  
a r e  two c o n c r e t e  b l o c k  g a r a g e s ,  b o t h  w i t h  roofed-over  pump a r e a s  
(one w i t h  a  ye l low t i l e  roof  (Sunoco) ) , and a  Worces ter  d i n e r ,  a t  
t h e  town c e n t e r .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  Orange i s  f o r t u n a t e  t o  be  one of  t h e  most  thoroughly  inven- 
t o r i e d  towns i n  F r a n k l i n  County; u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  forms,  
done by t h e  F r a n k l i n  County A r t s  Counc i l ,  a r e  r a r e l y  complete and 
a lmos t  never  i n c l u d e  any h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a  whatsoever .  Miss ing  a r e  
d a t e s  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o r i g i n a l  u s e ,  o r i g i n a l  owners,  a r c h i t e c t s  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  I n v e n t o r y  forms document ( p h o t o g r a p h i c a l l y )  
most 1 8 t h  and e a r l y  19 th -cen tu ry  houses ,  t h e  town ' s  churches  and t h e  
more s u b s t a n t i a l  commercial b l o c k s  and i n d u s t r i a l  complexes. L a t e  
19 th -cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  development and a l l i e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  cons t ruc -  
t i o n  ( s c h o o l s )  a r e  over looked;  a l s o  over looked i s  20th-century  
commercial and r e s o r t  development.  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i n  t h e  town 
a r e  t h e  v e r y  we l l -p rese rved  e a r l y  19 th -cen tu ry  l andscapes  a t  North 
Orange and T u l l y ,  b o t h  of  which would appear  t o  have N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
d i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l .  Of s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  b u t  w i t h  a  g r e a t e r  degree  of 
a l t e r a t i o n ,  i s  t h e  l a t e  19 th -cen tu ry  c i v i c  c e n t e r  a t  Orange; w h i l e  
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East/West Main S t r e e t  has  s u f f e r e d  somewhat from l a t e r  20th-century  
development ,  s e v e r a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods behind t h e  c e n t e r  a r e  
q u i t e  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Walnut H i l l  s e c t i o n  t o  t h e  
sou thwes t  of t h e  c e n t e r  and Mechanic S t r e e t ,  p a r a l l e l  t o  North Main. 
Greek R e v i v a l ,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Second Empire and S t i c k  S t y l e  houses of 
q u a l i t y  w e r e  noted  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  The New Home Sewing Machine 
Company i s  a l s o  n o t a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  and p robab ly  m e r i t s  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  l i s t i n g .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  Although t h e  major  downtown i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  
surveyed i n  1978 by t h e  A r t s  Counc i l ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  n o t  iden-  
t i f i e d  a s  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  owner and b u i l d e r ,  nor  a s  t o  t h e i r  s i g -  
n i f i c a n c e .  The m a j o r i t y  of b o t h  t h e  New Home Sewing Machine Company 
complex and Chase Turb ine  b u i l d i n g s  s u r v i v e ,  and c o u l d  probably  be  
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  p a r t  of a p o t e n t i a l  downtown NR d i s t r i c t .  Other  
s u r v i v a l s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Minute Tapioca Company, t h e  Orange Foundry, 
Union Too l ,  and A d e l l  Manufactur ing .  The two-s tory  b r i c k  Grout  
B r o t h e r s  Automobile Co. by i t s e l f  i s  worthy of  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  and 
p o s s i b l e  NR c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
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