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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: J u l y  1982 COMMUNITY : Northampton - - 

TOPOGRAPHY 

Northampton i s  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  one of t h e  b r o a d e s t  expanses  of t h e  
Connec t i cu t  R ive r  V a l l e y .  The e a s t e r n m o s t  p o r t i o n  of town C O ~ S ~ S ~ S  

of a  f e r t i l e  r i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be some of t h e  most 
p r o d u c t i v e  c rop land  i n  New England. S t r e t c h i n g  west  of t h e  f l o o d -  
p l a i n  i s  a  complex of moderate t o  rugged up lands .  They i n c r e a s e  
i n  e l e v a t i o n  r a n g i n g  from 300' i n  e a s t e r n  Northampton t o  800'  n e a r  
t h e  Northampton/Westhampton b o r d e r .  Prominent  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  
Rober t s  H i l l  ( 5 8 2 ' )  , Sawmill  H i l l s  ( 6 3 4 ' )  and Minera l  H i l l s  ( 8 0 0 ' )  . 
These up lands  a r e  broken by s e v e r a l  i n t e r v a l e s ,  most prominent  
be ing  t h e  M i l l  R ive r  i n t e r v a l e  which e x t e n d s  from t h e  town 's  
n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r  s o u t h e a s t  t o  t h e  r i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n .  Pocke t s  of 
marshland a r e  s c a t t e r e d  th roughou t  Northampton. The Connec t i cu t  
R ive r  demarca tes  t h e  town ' s  e a s t e r n  boundary. T h i s  r i v e r  i s  f e d  
by a  number of t r i b u t a r i e s , t h e  l a r g e s t  of which i s  t h e  e a r l i e r  
mentioned M i l l  R ive r .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  d i v e r s i o n  d i t c h  i n  t h e  
20th  c e n t u r y  a l t e r e d  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  r i v e r  s o  it p r e s e n t l y  
d r a i n s  i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  a t  two p o i n t s  i n  t h e  Ox Bow. 
The O x  Bow was c r e a t e d  i n  1840 when t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  broke th rough  
t h e  p e n i n s u l a  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  Hockanum Meadows t o  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
Northampton. The o n l y  b o d i e s  of f r e s h w a t e r  a r e  s e v e r a l  s m a l l  m i l l  
ponds. Local  s o i l s  v a r y  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  The e a s t e r n  f l o o d p l a i n  and 
i n t e r v a l e s  c o n s i s t  p r i m a r i l y  of s i l t y  loam. Some lowlands  c o n t a i n  
c l a y e y  o r  sandy s o i l s .  The up lands  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s t o n y  loam. 

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES - 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  Nonotuck P l a n t a t i o n  i n  1653 on e a s t  s i d e  of 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  above t h e  f a l l s  (Sou th  Had ley) .  Permanent s e t t l e -  
ment e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Northampton d u r i n g  1654-1655 ex tend ing  s o u t h  
t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  (Holyoke) and W e s t f i e l d  ( i n c l u d i n g  p r e s e n t  a r e a  of 
Southampton, Westhampton and Easthampton) . Northern  boundary 
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  H a t f i e l d  i n  1670 ( i n c l u d i n g  p r e s e n t  Wil l iamsburg 
l i n e ) .  Southampton formed a s  d i s t r i c t  i n  1753 and Westhampton i n  
1778 d e f i n i n g  w e s t e r n  boundary. Southern  boundary e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
1785 w i t h  Easthampton and d e f i n e d  i n  1809. Hadley Ox Bow annexed 
t o  Holyoke i n  1909. Northampton i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  a  c i t y  i n  1883. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Impor tan t  c i v i c ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
of r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  from S p r i n g f i e l d  and P i t t s f i e l d  t o  n o r t h e r n  and 
w e s t e r n  New England. Located on t h e  w e s t  bank of Connec t i cu t  
River  a t  t h e  edge of t h e  B e r k s h i r e  up lands  w i t h  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  
f o r t i f i e d  v i l l a g e s  r e p o r t e d  above r i v e r  meadows a t  Nonotuck on F o r t  
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P l a i n  and F o r t  H i l l  and s u s p e c t e d  n a t i v e  s i tes  a l o n g  M i l l  R iver  
v a l l e y .  E a r l y  a r e a  of E n g l i s h  s e t t l e m e n t  from H a r t f o r d  w i t h  
Northampton p l a n t a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by mid-17th c e n t u r y  a t  M i l l  
R iver  fordway (Old South  S t . )  above f e r t i l e  meadowland of 
C o n n e c t i c u t  f l o o d p l a i n .  S u r v i v i n g  e lements  of o r i g i n a l  town p l a n  
i n c l u d e  homelot g r i d  a l o n g  a x i s  of Main-Bridge S t r e e t s ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n  
of Cour t  House Square and Br idge  S t r e e t  burying ground.  Two 
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  houses  a p p a r e n t l y  remain w i t h i n  town s i t e ,  b o t h  
s u s p e c t e d  f rames  w i t h i n  l a t e r  r e b u i l d i n g .  S e t t l e m e n t  a t t a c k e d  
d u r i n g  King Ph i l ip ' s  War w i t h  p a l l i s a d e d  d e f e n s e s  r ecorded  f o r  l a t e  
17 t h  c e n t u r y .  

Gradual  expans ion of town s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  M i l l  R iver  d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  w i t h  some w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  h i g h  s t y l e  houses  a l o n g  E l m  and 
South S t r e e t s  and remnant  c o t t a g e s  on Market S t r e e t  a x i s .  Agr icu l -  
t u r e  expanded a s  p r imary  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  Connec t i cu t  River  meadows 
w i t h  r e c h a n n e l i n g  of M i l l  R i v e r  d u r i n g  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  Upland 
a r e a s  developed by mid-18th c e n t u r y  w i t h  p r e s e r v e d  l andscape  a long  
Audubon Road (Leeds)  and a t  W e s t  Farms w i t h  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
church .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  expans ion  d u r i n g  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  development of 
r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  l i n k s  and l o c a l  manufactur ing  a long  M i l l  
R ive r .  Some p e r i o d  b r i c k  houses remain around Northampton C e n t e r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Hawley S t r e e t  mansions and n o t a b l e  roundhouse on Conz 
S t r e e t .  B e l a t e d  c a n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  from W e s t f i e l d  s u r v i v e s  i n  
remnant f r agments  a l o n g  Route 10 a x i s .  Continued expansion of 
commercial and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  th rough  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  d e f i n i n g  bounds of  Northampton town 
c e n t e r  and M i l l  R ive r  c o r r i d o r .  Main S t r e e t  emerged a s  pr imary  
commercial d i s t r i c t  w i t h  comple te  se t  of b r i c k  b u s i n e s s  b locks  of 
p r e - C i v i l  War d a t e  and n o t a b l e  Goth ic  town h a l l .  S t a t u s  r e s i d e n -  
t i a l  d i s t r i c t  developed on Pomeroy T e r r a c e  above Br idge  S t r e e t  
meadowland w i t h  s e v e r a l  e a r l y  Romantic houses  by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  
Wil l iam P r a t t .  Companion suburban d i s t r i c t  expanded a l o n g  E l m  
S t r e e t  t o  Roud H i l l  w i t h  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  V i c t o r i a n  houses  of 
e l a b o r a t e  s t y l e .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r i n g e  a c t i v i t i e s  of E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  i m p o r t a n t  s u r v i v i n g  examples of coun ty  j a i l  (Market 
S t r e e t )  , menta l  h o s p i t a l  (Rocky H i l l )  , deaf  s c h o o l  (Round H i l l )  , 
camp meet ing  ground ( L a u r a 1  P a r k ) ,  f a i r  grounds  ( F e r r y  Road) ,  r a r e  
b r i c k  gasometer  (Sou th  S t r e e t )  and n o t a b l e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  r a i l -  
road  t r u s s  b r i d g e .  

I n d u s t r i a l  development of M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  e s t a b l i s h e d  f a c t o r y  
v i l l a g e s  a t  Leeds,  F l o r e n c e  s i l k  m i l l s  - i n c l u d i n g  h i s t o r i c  
a b o l i t i o n i s t s  s i t e s ,  and most n o t a b l y  a t  Bay S t a t e  paper  m i l l s  
w i t h  p e r i o d  housing and f a c t o r i e s  of mid-19th c e n t u r y .  M i l l  R iver  
f a c t o r i e s  r e b u i l t  a t  Leeds a s  landmark set  a f t e r  1874 f l o o d  w i t h  
expansion o f  F l o r e n c e  s i l k  m i l l s  i n c l u d i n g  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  
on Locust  S t r e e t  w i t h  r e l a t e d  suburban housing and n o t a b l e  V i c t o r i a n  
l i b r a r y .  Northampton b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a l s o  expanded i n  l a t e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  w i t h  s t y l i s h  commercial b l o c k s  (Main-Pleasant  S t r e e t s ) ,  
warehouses and p e r i o d  f a c t o r i e s  (Market S t r e e t ) ,  and monumental 
c i v i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  landmark Richardson ian  cour thouse ,  l i b r a r y ,  
r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  and w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  Neo-Class ica l  c o n c e r t  h a l l .  
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E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Smith C o l l e g e  main ta ined  a f f l u e n t  d i s t r i c t  a long  
E l m  S t r e e t  w i t h  l a r g e  p e r i o d  houses  of Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  
Rev iva l  d e s i g n .  O r i g i n a l  c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  i m p o r t a n t  
e a r l y  Romanesque a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  of a r c h i t e c t  d e s i g n ,  
r e l a t e d  d o r m i t o r i e s  and su r round ing  i r o n  f e n c e  w i t h  gateways.  
Expansion of campus c o n t i n u e d  th rough  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
monumental Georgian Rev iva l  dormi to ry  complexes and a d j a c e n t  
b r i c k  apar tments  a long  Elm S t r e e t  s t a t u s  d i s t r i c t .  E x t e n s i v e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  development a l o n g  suburban s t r e e t c a r  l i n e s  of P r o s p e c t ,  
Sou th  and B u r t  S t r e e t s  w i t h  n o t a b l e  e a r l y  Bungalows a long  Br idge  
S t r e e t .  Expansion of E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d  l i m i t e d  w i t h  g r a d u a l  
suburban i n f i l l i n g  between F l o r e n c e  and Northampton a long  Route 9  
a x i s  d e f i n e d  by h o s p i t a l  complexes. Some n o t a b l e  p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  
i n c l u d e  A r t  Deco bank, h i g h  s c h o o l ,  a u t o  g a r a g e s ,  a i r p o r t  and 
s e v e r a l  s u r v i v i n g  e a r l y  d i n e r s  w i t h  landmark Cool idge  Br idge  
a c r o s s  Connec t i cu t  R ive r .  

P r e s e n t  development most e v i d e n t  a l o n g  Route 5  North and 1-91 a t  
Hampshire He igh t s  w i t h  i n t e n s e  commercial a c t i v i t y .  Suburban 
r e s i d e n t i a l  expans ion  now e x t e n d s  a l o n g  Route 66  t o  W e s t  Farms and 
n o r t h  a l o n g  Route 9  t o  Wil l iamsburg .  S i g n i f i c a n t  redevelopment  
of Northampton b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  h a s  o c c u r r e d , m a i n t a i n i n g  h i s t o r i c  
s t r e e t s c a p e ,  a l t h o u g h  immediate f r i n g e  f a b r i c  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  by 
p a r k i n g  expansion on Market-Hawley and Old South  S t r e e t s .  H i s t o r i c  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  a l o n g  E l m  S t r e e t  have undergone r e n o v a t i o n  
around Smith campus w i t h  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of Pomeroy T e r r a c e  now 
a p p a r e n t .  Most s e r i o u s  t h r e a t s  appear  a l o n g  Br idge  S t r e e t  (Route 
9 )  and South  S t r e e t  (Route 1 0 )  w i t h  highway s t r i p  a c t i v i t y ,  w h i l e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  River meadowland i s  main ta ined  a s  pr imary  a g r i c u l t u r e  
p r o t e c t i n g  h i s t o r i c  r a i l r o a d  and highway b r i d g e s  t o  Hadley. 

I V  . CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

I m p o r t a n t  r e g i o n a l  f o c u s  of routeways  a long  w e s t  bank of Connec t i cu t  
River  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  w e s t e r n  u p l a n d s  and Housatonic Val ley .  Primary 
n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  a l o n g  r i v e r  t e r r a c e  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed from 
Capawonk (Hatf  i e l d )  t o  Nonotuck (Northampton) a l o n g  H a t f i e l d  Road 
(Route 5)  t o  loop  around meadowland from Br idge  Road (Hampshire 
H e i g h t s )  a s  Bates-Plarket S t r e e t s  t o  M i l l  R ive r  fordway documented 
a s  Old South  S t r e e t  from Main-Bridge S t r e e t s  a x i s  (Trumbull ,  1898, 
I ,  p461) .  From fordway pr imary  t r a i l  c o n t i n u e d  a s  South  S t r e e t  
on F o r t  H i l l  p robably  f a l l o w i n g  Grove-Rocky Hil l -Wilson Roads west  
t o  s o u t h e r n  c o n n e c t o r  a t  F l o r e n c e  S t r e e t .  An a l t e r n a t e  branch 
a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  from M i l l  R ive r  fordway a t  West S t r e e t  and 
s o u t h  a s  Chapel S t r e e t  t o  Rocky H i l l  Road ( I b i d ,  p . 1 6 ) .  A 
p o s s i b l e  r o u t e  a c r o s s  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  meadows from F o r t  
H i l l  c a n  be t r a c e d  a s  Pynchon Meadow Road t o  Mount Tom and 
Holyoke F a l l s .  Pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  a l o n g  M i l l  R ive r  v a l l e y  
a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  from Main S t r e e t  a s  Elm-%. E l m  S t r e e t  t o  Br idge  
Road and North S t r e e t  (Route 9 )  l o o p i n g  above Leeds H i l l  a s  fragment  
of Leonard S t r e e t  t o  Haydenv i l l e  Road (Wi l l i amsburg) .  A secondary 
w e s t e r n  t r a i l  i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have branched from C h i l d  Park a t  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Northampton



E l m  S t r e e t  a l o n g  a x i s  o f  Nonotuck S t r e e t  t o  P i n e  S t r e e t  fordway 
a t  F l o r e n c e  ( S h e f f i e l d ,  1895, p . 4 9 ) ,  c o n t i n u i n g  o v e r  Saw M i l l  . 
Mountain a s  S p r i n g - C h e s t e r f i e l d  Road and Rober t s  Meadow. An 
a l t e r n a t e  branch i s  s u s p e c t e d  t o  W e s t  Farm a s  Ryn S t r e e t ,  p o s s i b l y  
f o l l o w i n g  Turkey H i l l  Road around Minera l  H i l l s .  O the r  h igh land  
r o u t e s  t o  wes te rn  i n t e r i o r  a r e  c o n j e c t u r e d  f o r  Pa rk  H i l l  Road 
( i n t a c t  a s  o r i g i n a l  t r a i l  t o  C l e a r  F a l l s  Pond) and Audubon Road 
a long  C l a r k  Brook. T r a i l  b ranches  t o  Connec t i cu t  River  meadows 
a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed Br idge  S t r e e t  and Hockanum Road t o  f i s h i n g  
s i tes .  

B . S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  : 

There was one r e p o r t e d  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e  s i t u a t e d  on Shephard ' s  
I s l a n d .  Two Woodland p e r i o d  s i t es  w e r e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  f e r t i l e  
f l o o d p l a i n  immediately w e s t  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of Manhan Meadows and e a s t  of Route 91,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Given t h e  
f l o o d p l a i n ' s  e x c e l l e n t  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  and a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  and M i l l  r i v e r s ,  t h i s  a r e a  p robab ly  was t h e  pr imary  
l o c a t i o n  of n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  Heavy n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  
p robab ly  extended a s  f a r  w e s t  a s  Round H i l l .  A d d i t i o n a l  a r e a s  of 
l i k e l y  n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  i n c l u d e  t h e  C l a r k  Brook and M i l l  R ive r  
i n t e r v a l e s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Rober t s  Meadow and S p r i n g  
and North Main S t r e e t s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Smal l  s h o r t  t e r m  n a t i v e  
hun t ing  camps were p robab ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  m a r s h ' s  lowlands 
and u p l a n d s  w e s t  and n o r t h  of t h e  a r e a ' s  s u s p e c t e d  n a t i v e  se t t le-  
ment node. L i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  s e v e r a l  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  
s i tes n o r t h w e s t  and sou thwes t  of P i n e  Grove and s o u t h  of Laura1 p a r k ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  Base: 

The p r e v a l e n c e  of l a r g e  t r a c t s  of f e r t i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n  
Northampton s u g g e s t s  t h i s  a r e a  was t h e  s i t e  of e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  
h o r t i c u l t u r e .  The C o n n e c t i c u t  and M i l l  r i v e r s  would have provided 
n a t i v e  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of f i s h .  Na t ive  hun t ing  
was p robab ly  under taken  i n  t h e  lowland marshes and up lands  of 
Northampton. 

D. Observa t ions  : - 
Northampton was s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  
V a l l e y ,  t h e  p r imary  f o c a l  p o i n t  of n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  Northampton and Hadley w e r e  t h e  s i t e  o f  ~ a n o t u c k ,  
a  r e g i o n a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  c e n t e r .  The Nomtucks 
a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  have had l o o s e  p o l i t i c a l  t i es  w i t h  t h e  Pocumtucks, 
t h e  dominant n a t i v e  group i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  t h i r d  of Massachuse t t s  
i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  The Northampton a r e a  has  a n  e x c e l l e n t  l i k e l i -  
hood of e x t a n t  p e r i o d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i tes  . &r t i c u l a r  l y  s e n s i t i v e  
i s  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  ( e a s t  of Round H i l l ) .  S p e c i a l  
a t t e n t i o n  should  be p a i d  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  e r o d i n g  wes te rn  bank 
of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  and t h e  banks of t h e  M i l l  R ive r .  D e s p i t e  
moderate t o  heavy development on F o r t  H i l l ,  t h e  Smith C o l l e g e  campus 
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and Round H i l l ,  o c c a s i o n a l  v e s t i g e s  of t h e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  node 
may s u r v i v e  a t  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .  A d d i t i o n a l  a r e a s  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
s e n s i t i v i t y  i n c l u d e  t h e  C l a r k  Brook and M i l l  R ive r  i n t e r v a l e s  i n  
n o r t h e r n  Northampton. 

PLANTATION P E R I O D  (1620-1675) 

A .  - T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Northampton p l a n t a t i o n  a t  Nonotuck (1654) d e f i n e d  
home l o t  s t ree t  g r i d  a l o n g  a x i s  of Flain-Bridge S t r e e t s  a t  P l e a s a n t -  
King and Hawley-Market S t r e e t s .  F e r r y  s e r v i c e  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  
R ive r  t o  e a s t  s i d e  (Hadley)  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  Hockanum meadow (1658) 
and t o  Hadley S t r e e t  (1661) . Fordway over  M i l l  R ive r  a t  South 
S t r e e t  improved w i t h  c a r t  b r i d g e  ( 1673) w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  f o r d i n g  p l a c e  
a t  W e s t  S t r e e t  (Trumbul l ,  1 8 9 8 , I , p . 1 8 9 ;  Cestre, 1963, F i g .  8 ) .  
Local  highway sys tem g r a d u a l l y  extended from meetinghouse c e n t e r  
on Main S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  (1663) a t  Round H i l l  and 
improvement of South ,  E l m  and Br idge  S t r e e t s  from n a t i v e  t r a i l s  a s  
r e g i o n a l  highways. Regional  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  W e s t f i e l d  and H a r t f o r d  
improved a s  Wilson-Rocky H i l l  Road from South  S t r e e t  a x i s .  

None of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s o u r c e s  p rov ided  s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  
town ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  There was a  s u b s t a n t i a l  enough l o c a l  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  1664 t o  r e q u i r e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  n a t i v e  
p a l l i s a d e d  v i l l a g e  p robab ly  on F o r t  H i l l .  

The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  was e s t i m a t e d  t o  have c o n s i s t e d  of only  
20-25 f a m i l i e s  i n  c.1656. The community had grown t o  300-400 
i n d i v i d u a l s  by c.1661. Northampton's  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  were former  
S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Windsor,  Wethersf i e l d  and H a r t f o r d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  
r e s i d e n t s .  By t h e  l a t e  1650 s,  s e v e r a l  Dorches te r  and Boston 
i n h a b i t a n t s  had s e t t l e d  i n  Northampton. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  of 
t h e  t o w n ' s  p e r i o d  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  I r i s h  n a t i v e s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  p robab ly  underwent some change w i t h  t h e  
i n i t i a t i o n  o f  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  1650 s. The a r e a  most  
r e a d i l y  a f f e c t e d  by c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  would have been t h e  e a s t e r n -  
most up lands  and C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  f l o o d p l a i n  s i n c e  t h i s  l o c a l e  
was t h e  s i t e  of most of Northampton's  p e r i o d  c o l o n i a l  homes and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and .  However, some n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  
have con t inued  i n  t h i s  a r e a , i n c l u d i n g  t h e  previous ly-ment ioned F o r t  
H i l l  p a l l i s a d e d  v i l l a g e .  

The f i r s t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  took p l a c e  i n  Northampton i n  c .1654,  
a  yea r  a f t e r  t h e  a r e a ' s  purchase  by Wil l iam Pynchon, E l i z u r  Holyoke 
and Samuel Chapin from t h e  Nonotucks. P e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was 
n u c l e a t e d  w i t h  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of homes being e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  of t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of Northampton. I n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  
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o c c u r r e d  a long  King, Market ,  P l e a s a n t  and Hawley S t r e e t s .  A f t e r  
c .  1659, t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  expanded w e s t  and e a s t  of t h i s  a r e a  a l o n g  
Main, Elm and Br idge  S t r e e t s .  C i v i c  and e d u c a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
w e r e  a l s o  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  node. Northampton's  f i r s t  
meetinghouse (c .1655)  was b u i l t  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of King and Main 
S t r e e t s .  T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  u s e  a s  a  schoolhouse  
i n  c.1663. The town ' s  second meetinghouse was b u i l t  (completed 
c .  1663) on Main S t r e e t , s l i g h t l y  w e s t  of t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g .  The 
town ' s  f i r s t  b u r i a l  ground was l a i d  o u t  on "Meetinghouse H i l l "  i n  
t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  c .  1655 and 1661 meet inghouses .  The 
p r e s e n t  Br idge  S t r e e t  cemetery  ( v i c i n i t y  of Pa r sons  and Br idge  
S t r e e t s  j u n c t i o n )  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Northampton's  b u r i a l  ground 
i n  c .  1661. By 1661, Northampton was a l t e r n a t i n g  w i t h  S p r i n g f i e l d  
a s  t h e  s i t e  of Hampshire County C o u r t ' s  b i -annua l  meet ings .  

D. Economic Base: -- 

The a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  pursued t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  rounds 
w i t h  some a l t e r a t i o n s .  Most of Northampton's  prime a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l a n d  ( C o n n e c t i c u t  River  f l o o d p l a i n )  was e s t a b l i  shed a s  t h e  f o c a l  
p o i n t  of c o l o n i a l  farming s h o r t l y  a f t e r  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  Some 
n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  may have been under taken  i n  t h e  i n t e r v a l e s  of 
w e s t e r n  Nor thampton. N a t i v e  hun t ing  occur red  th roughou t  
Northampton. Trade occur red  between l o c a l  n a t i v e s  and c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e r s .  

The pr imary  f o c u s  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  community was a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w i t h  
emphasis  on l i v e s t o c k  and wheat  p r o d u c t i o n .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  were 
g r a n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s  of meadow l a n d  w i t h  15  a c r e s  going t o  each 
household head and t h r e e  a c r e s  t o  each son.  By t h e  e a r l y  166Gs, 
most ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  had been 
d i v i d e d  i n t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l o t s ,  many o f  which s t i l l  a r e  demarcated by 
l o c a l  r o a d s .  Lumbering t o o k  p l a c e  th roughou t  t h e  town ' s  woodlands. 
Trade between t h e  a r e a ' s  c o l o n i a l  and n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n s  was i n  t h e  
hands of one o r  more i n d i v i d u a l s  i n c l u d i n g  L i e u t e n a n t  David Wil ton  
who was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  Local  goods 
such a s  n a t i v e  f u r s ,  p o r t  and g r a i n  w e r e  s o l d  t o  John Pynchon of 
S p r i n g f i e l d  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of manufactured p r o d u c t s  (Trumbull 1898 :109) . 
By t h e  e a r l y  1 6 7 0 ~ ~  s e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  o p e r a t i o n s  had been e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  Northampton. A l l  b u t  one w e r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  c l o s e  promimity t o  
t h e  pr imary  s e t t l e m e n t  node. A b r i c k y a r d  f i r s t  o p e r a t i n g  i n  c.1658 
was l o c a t e d  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  s o u t h  of  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of  King and Park  
S t r e e t s .  The town's  f i r s t  m i l l  ( g r i s t )  was b u i l t  i n  c.1659 on t h e  
n o r t h  bank o f  t h e  M i l l  R ive r  s l i g h t l y  sou thwes t  of South S t r e e t ' s  
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  New Haven and H a r t f o r d  R a i l r o a d .  A second m i l l  
was e r e c t e d  i n  c .1666 on t h e  wes t  bank of t h e  M i l l  R iver  a d j a c e n t  
t o  t h e  Smith C o l l e g e  a t h l e t i c  f i e l d .  The town ' s  t h i r d  p e r i o d  m i l l  
was b u i l t  on t h e  n o r t h  bank of t h e  M i l l  R ive r  a t  t h e  f o o t  of Round 
H i l l  i n  c .1670.  The n o r t h  bank of t h e  M i l l  R ive r  s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  
j u n c t i o n  of Nomtuck and P i n e  S t r e e t s  was t h e  p r o b a b l e  s i t e  of a  
sawmil l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  1670s.  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Two meetinghouses w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  
The f i r s t ,  b u i l t  ca.1655 immedia te ly  a f t e r  Nonotuck's  s e t t l e m e n t ,  
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had dimensions of 26 ' x 1 8 '  x  9 '  ; l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  meeting-  
house s e r v e d  a s  a  s c h o o l .  The town ' s  second meetinghouse was con- 
s t r u c t e d  i n  1661. No dimensions  a r e  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  
i t  was s q u a r e  i n  p l a n  w i t h  a  h i p  r o o f .  Presemably,  it was l a r g e r  
t h a n  t h e  t i n y  f i r s t  meetinghouse.  

F. Observa t ions :  

By t h e  end of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  Northampton had developed i n t o  
one of t h e  l e a d i n g  s e t t l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  Va l l ey  
s t u d y  u n i t ,  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  d i v e r s i f i e d  economy and s e l e c t i o n  
a s  county  c o u r t  s e a t .  The town ' s  l o c a t i o n  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
p rov ided  it w i t h  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  major C o n n e c t i c u t  River  Va l l ey  
commercial c e n t e r s  i n c l u d i n g  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  H a r t f o r d  and N e w  Haven. 
Although development h a s  p r o b a b l y  d e s t r o y e d  most a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of Northampton's  o r i g i n a l  c o l o n i a l  c e n t e r r p o r t i o n s  may 
s t i l l  s u r v i v e  due t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  d e g r e e  of  n u c l e a t i o n .  F u t u r e  
r e s e a r c h  should  a t t e m p t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e  
p a l l i s a d e d  v i l l a g e .  

COLONIAL PERIOD 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: - 

Continued improvement of l o c a l  highway sys tem from Northampton Center  
a f t e r  King P h i l i g s  War w i t h  Br idge  S t r e e t  f e r r y  t o  Hadley (1685) and 
c a r t b r i d g e  o v e r  M i l l  R ive r  a t  Hockanum Road (1700) . Subsequent  
c h a n n e l i n g  of M i l l  R i v e r  around Manhan Meadows (1710-20) r e o r i e n t e d  
S p r i n g f i e l d  highway th rough  Pynchon Meadows (Old S p r i n g f i e l d  Road) . 
D i v i s i o n  of W e s t  Farms c r e a t e d  nor th - sou th  highway a x i s  a long  
Kennedy-Sylvester-Glendale-West Farms Roads by mid 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
e a s t - w e s t  c o n n e c t o r s  a long  Park  H i l l ,  Westhampton, Ryan and 
C h e s t e r f i e l d  Roads. S i m i l a r  expans ion  of common d i v i s i o n  l a n d s  
i n c l u d e d  North Farms Road and improvement of E l m  S t r e e t  a x i s  a long 
M i l l  R i v e r  a s  Locust-North Main S t r e e t s  t o  Broughtons Meadow 
( F l o r e n c e )  . 

B.  - P o p u l a t i o n :  

There w e r e  no f i g u r e s  f o r  a  l o c a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  
a  s m a l l  number of n a t i v e s  remained i n  t h e  a r e a  a f t e r  King P h i l i p ' s  
War. 

F i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e  l i m i t e d .  By 1765, Northampton 
c o n s i s t e d  of 188 houses ,  203 f a m i l i e s  and 1285 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  11 of 
whom w e r e  b l a c k .  The l a s t  f i g u r e  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  1730 i n d i v i d u a l s  
i n  1776. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t :  

There were no r e f e r e n c e s  t o  post-1675 n a t i v e  encampments i n  Northampton. 
The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of Northampton s u f f e r e d  moderate damage d u r i n g  
King P h i l i p ' s  War. A t t a c k i n g  n a t i v e  f o r c e s  b u r n t  s e v e r a l  homes i n s i d e  
and o u t s i d e  t h e  p a l l i s a d e  p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  c o r e .  A new 
p a l l i s a d e  was c o n s t r u c t e d  around Northampton's  meetinghouse i n  c.1677 
and t h e  town c e n t e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  1680S, when f e a r s  of a d d i t i o n a l  
n a t i v e  a t t a c k s  r e s u r f a c e d .  A s  l a t e  a s  c .1745,  1 4  " f o r t e d "  houses 
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e x i s t e d  i n  Northampton. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  post-King P h i l i p  s War 
s e t t l e m e n t  expans ion  o u t s i d e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  c i t y  of  Northampton 
was s l u g g i s h .  Not u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  i s  t h e r e  ev idence  
of some s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  l e s s  d e s i r a b l e  up lands  n o r t h  and w e s t  
o f  t h e  c i t y .  Some of t h i s  and l a t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  s p i l l e d  over  i n t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  communities of Easthampton,  Southampton, Westhampton 
and M i  l l i a m s b u r g  . Nor thampton ' s t h i r d  meet inghouse  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  c.1735. 

D. Economic Base: 

Northampton's  economy was hard-hit Sy King P h i l i p ' s  War i n  t h e  form 
of  p r o p e r t y  l o s s e s  and war t a x  payments. However, by t h e  mid 1680s  
and 1690s  t h e r e  was ev idence  of renewed economic development.  
A g r i c u l t u r e  remained a t  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  economy. 
Northampton a long  w i t h  ne ighbor ing  H a t f i e l d  was t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of 
l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  F a t t e n e d  c a t t l e ,  pork and 
beef  w e r e  s e n t  e a s t  by l a n d  and w a t e r  ( v i a  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
and A t l a n t i c )  t o  e a s t e r n  communities such a s  Boston and Cambridge 
w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  The 1680 S and 1690 S wi tnessed  
i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  of sheep  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  s t u d y  u n i t  towns such 
a s  Northampton. T u r p e n t i n e  was c o l l e c t e d  on Northampton's  commons 
and s e n t  t o  Boston v i a  H a r t f o r d .  Local  i n d u s t r y  grew w i t h  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  new b r i c k y a r d  on South  S t r e e t  i n  1684, a  m a l t  
house a t  t h e  same d a t e  and a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  probably  
o p p o s i t e  t h e  Smith C o l l e g e  A t h l e t i c  F i e l d  p r i o r  t o  1713. 

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen and a  h a l f  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  
houses a r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  i n  Northampton. Almost a l l  of t h e s e  
a r e  c e n t r a l  chimney p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a l t h o u g h  a  few c e n t r a l  h a l l  
(double  chimney) p l a n  houses a r e  a l s o  known. The e a r l i e s t  of t h e  
t o w n ' s  C o l o n i a l  houses i s  d a t e d  1684 (Solomon S toddard  House, "The 
Manse") w i t h  o t h e r  houses  d a t e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1700 (Hunt House, 
G r i f f i n  House) , 1704 ( F e r r y  IIouse) and 1713 (Clapp House) . Of 
t h e s e  houses ,  on ly  t h e  F e r r y  House r e t a i n s  a  p h y s i c a l  resemblance 
t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ;  t h e  F e r r y  House i s  t h r e e  bays  wide w i t h  
a  c e n t r a l  chimney and hewn second s t o r y  and end g a b l e  overhangs.  
The Stoddard  House h a s  been a l t e r e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  most thoroughly  
c.1750. The remaining p e r i o d  houses  i n  t h e  town d a t e  p r i m a r i l y  
from t h e  1750s and ' 60s;  most a r e  l o c a t e d  on E l m  and South S t r e e t s .  
With v e r y  few known e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v i n g  
a r e  two-to t h r e e - s t o r y  houses .  The m a j o r i t y  i n c o r p o r a t e  f i v e  bay 
f a c a d e s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e s .  Most s t r i k i n g  i s  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  
of gambrel  r o o f s ,  which predominate  on t h e  most  s u b s t a n t i a l  houses 
i n  t h e  town. Dormers w e r e  commonly used on c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
gambrel r o o f .  End g a b l e  and second s t o r y  overhangs a r e  o f t e n  found 
on t h e  g a b l e  roofed  houses  of t h e  p e r i o d .  The p a t t e r n  of s u r v i v a l  
c l e a r l y  r e f l e c t s  a  b i a s  towards  t h e  l a r g e s t  and most  e l a b o r a t e  
houses of t h e  p e r i o d .  Only t h r e e  c o t t a g e s  of t h e  p e r i o d  have 
s u r v i v e d .  A l l  a r e  c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e s ,  one f e a t u r e s  a  gambrel 
r o o f .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of a  h a l f  house on Market 
S t r e e t ,  s a i d  t o  d a t e  ca.1700.  Undoubtedly,  h a l f  houses and c o t t a g e s  
w e r e  once f a r  more p r e v a l e n t  t h a n  a t  p r e s e n t .  
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V I I  . 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I n  1735, t h e  t h i r d  meetinghouse of t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  
was c o n s t r u c t e d .  P robab ly  much l a r g e r  t h a n  i t s  s q u a r e  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  
i t  had d imensions  of 70 '  x  4 6 ' .  The s t r u c t u r e  had a  s q u a r e  p r o j e c t i n g  
s t e e p l e  tower a t  one end. I n  1769, p roches  w e r e  added a t  t h e  s o u t h  
and w e s t  ends .  Although e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  s h i r e  town f o r  Hampshire 
County i n  1662, Northampton a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  have a  cour thouse  
b e f o r e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  

F .  Observa t ions :  - 

During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  Northampton s o l i d i f i e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n  a s  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  and economic c e n t e r  of t h e  middle  p o r t i o n  of t h e  s t u d y  u n i t  
( p r e s e n t  Hampshire County) a s  one of  t h e  l e a d i n g  communities i n  t h e  
e n t i r e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  Va l l ey  s t u d y  u n i t .  Much of  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
economic and p o l i t i c a l  growth appears  t o  be due t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of 
two of t h e  town ' s  l e a d i n g  c i t i z e n s  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  John Stoddard  
and Joseph  Hawley. 

E f f o r t s  s h o u l d  be made t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of c i t y  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  
t o  m i n i t o r  f u t u r e  development i n  Northampton. Th i s  p o s i t i o n  i s  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  s i n c e  Northampton ,is undergoing c o n s i d e r a b l e  
growth.  

FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) -- 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes: 

Continued improvement of r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  a c r o s s  Connec t i cu t  River  
w i t h  Hadley Br idge  (1809) from Bridge  S t r e e t  (Route 9) . Local  
improvements of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  H a t f i e l d  S t r e e t  and B u r t s  P i t  
Road a s  secondary  c o n n e c t o r s  around town c e n t e r .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of 
N e w  Haven and Northampton Canal  ( 18 25) l o c a t e d  nor th - sou th  r o u t e  
through Northampton a long  a x i s  of Central-Wes t S t r e e t s  w i t h  b r i d g e  
over  M i l l  R i v e r  and o u t l e t  above E l w e l l  I s l a n d  (Hampshire He igh t s )  . 
F u l l  comple t ion  of c a n a l  t o  W e s t f i e l d  n o t  made u n t i l  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d  (Donovan, Northampton Book, 1954,  pp.85-88).  

B.  Popu la t ion :  - 

Northampton's p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 121.9% between 1790 and 1830, 
t w i c e  t h e  coun ty  a v e r a g e ,  making it t h e  second f a s t e s t  growing town 
i n  t h e  County a f t e r  Ware. I n  1790, a s  t h e  county  s e a t  f o r  o l d  
Hampshire County, it was t h e  second l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  V a l l e y ,  a f t e r  
West S p r i n g f i e l d .  (Throughout  t h e  h i s t o r i c  p e r i o d s ,  a s  t h e  county 
s e a t ,  it has  always been t h e  most populous of t h e  o rgan ized  munici- 
p a l i t i e s  of Hampshire County.)  Nearly 4 0 %  of t h e  town ' s  growth i n  
t h i s  p e r i o d  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  1820s ,  w h i l e  a n o t h e r  4 0 %  occur red  i n  
t h e  two decades  1790-1810. By 1830 Northampton's  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  
a t  3613. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  ----- 

C i v i c  f o c u s  remained a t  Cour t  Square w i t h  commercial a c t i v i t y  a long  
Main S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  Br idge  S t r e e t .  A f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  
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c e n t e r e d  a l o n g  Hawley S t r e e t  w i t h  r e l o c a t i o n  by e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
w e s t  a long  E l m  S t r e e t  t o  Round H i l l .  Secondary r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  
developed a long  South  S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  Conz S t r e e t  from M i l l  R ive r  
b r i d g e  and a long  North ( B a t e s )  S t r e e t  from Br idge  S t r e e t  a x i s .  
S i g n i f i c a n t  expans ion of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a long  upper  M i l l  R iver  
w i t h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Shephard s i l k  f a c t o r y  a t  Leeds (1810) and 
paper  m i l l s  a t  Bay S t a t e  s i t e  (1817) and a l o n g  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  a t  
Broughtons Brook w i t h  a d j a c e n t  hous ing.  A g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  a s  
pr imary  a c t i v i t y  a long  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  meadows t o  Easthampton and 
Hatf i e l d  w i t h  secondary  upland g r a z i n g  a t  W e s t  Farms and North 
Farms. 

D .  Economic Base: 

D e s p i t e  a  l a r g e  t a n n e r y  and duck f a c t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Northampton 
Cen te r  i n  t h e  1790s ,  most of  Northampton's  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  manufac- 
t u r i n g  was l o c a t e d  i n  Leeds,  where, by t h e  f i r s t  decades of t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  an  i m p o r t a n t  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  had developed,  s p u r r e d  by t h e  
Embargo and t h e  W a r  of 1812. 

The pos t -Revo lu t ionary  d e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  1780s s t r u c k  Northampton 
fa rmers  no less t h a n  o t h e r  towns i n  t h e  V a l l e y ,  and t h e  scenes  of 
Shay ' s R e b e l l i o n  p layed  o u t  be£ o r e  t h e  Northampton cour thouse  were 
m i r r o r e d  i n  o t h e r  towns. But  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  was a s  much a  s t i m u l u s  
t o  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e v i v a l  a s  i t  was a  p r e l u d e  t o  a  p e r i o d  of 
unprecendented  p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  t h e  Va l l ey  and f o r  Northampton i n  
p a r t i c u l a r .  The founding of  t h e  Hampshire G a z e t t e  i n  t h e  m i d s t  of 
t h e  r e b e l l i o n  w i t h  backing by c o n s e r v a t i v e  landowners and merchants  
was a  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  mob a c t i o n .  The p e r i o d  1793-1807 was one of 
unprecendented  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y :  West I n d i a n  t r a d e  boomed 
w h i l e  England and France  w e r e  a t  war,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  
were t r a n s p o r t e d  i n  l a r g e r  amounts t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e .  But even 
b e f o r e  t h i s  t i m e ,  Northampton i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and o t h e r  v a l l e y  towns 
were a t t r a c t i n g  se t t lers  from t h e  lower C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  The 
G a z e t t e  ' s new e d i t o r ,  Wil l iam B u t l e r ,  moved t o  Northampton from 
H a r t f o r d ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  s t a r t i n g  a  paper  m i l l  t o  supply  h i s  p u b l i c a -  
t i o n .  Levi  Shepard, a n o t h e r  H a r t f o r d  merchan t ,  moved t o  Northampton 
i n  t h e  same decade ,  e r e c t i n g  a  s a i l  duck f a c t o r y ,  s p u r r e d  by a  s t a t e  
bounty and t h e  r e g i o n ' s  f l a x  p r o d u c t i o n .  Wil l iam Edwards r e t u r n e d  
t o  Northampton from New J e r s e y  w i t h  r a d i c a l  improvements i n  t a n n i n g  
methods. 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  Embargo caused a  g r e a t  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  
p r i c e s  of farm produce;  t h e  s t a g n a t i o n  i n  t r a d e  t u r n e d  much merchant  
c a p i t a l  i n t o  new i n d u s t r i a l  v e n t u r e s .  Edwards ' tannery  was one example 
which f o r  a  s h o r t  t i m e  made Northampton an  i m p o r t a n t  c e n t e r  of t h e  
i n d u s t r y :  Edwards, i n  1794, had been t h e  f i r s t  t o  s h i p  Hampshire 
County l e a t h e r  t o  Boston. With o t h e r s  he e s t a b l i s h e d  a u x i l i a r y  
t a n n e r i e s  i n  C h e s t e r  (Hannary, p. 27 ,  s a y s  Goshen, b u t  t h i s  seems i n  
e r r o r ) ,  and Cummington. I n  1809 a l l  t h r e e  w e r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  t h e  
Hampshire Lea the r  Mfg. w i t h  Boston merchants  a s  c h i e f  s h a r e h o l d e r s .  
I n  t h e  y e a r s  1809 and 1810 Edwards s e n t  t o  market  l e a t h e r  va lued  a t  
$175,397 (Hannay , 28) , a  l a r g e  sum f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  even s p l i t  
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between t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  towns. Edwards l e f t  f o r  New York S t a t e  
i n  1817, b u t  some t a n n i n g  c o n t i n u e d  th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d .  

But  it was i n  Leeds,  pe rhaps  under t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of numerous 
c l o t h i e r s  m i l l s  i n  Wil l iamsburg , where most of Northampton's  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  manufac tu r ing  took p l a c e .  A s  i n  VJill iamsburg, bo th  c o t t o n  
and woolen m i l l s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d .  J o b  C o t t o n  began a  s m a l l  c o t t o n  
m i l l  i n  1808,  and Sidney Webster ,  a  woolen m i l l  ( s i t e  of Cook's 
l a t e r  m i l l )  i n  1813; b u t  i t  was t h e  Shepherd f a c t o r y  i n  1809 
( i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  a s  t h e  Northampton Cot ton  & Woolen 

Mfg. Co.) t h a t  dominated Leeds ,  and,  indeed  Northampton manufactur ing  
by 1832,  when i t s  b r o a d c l o t h  and s a t i n e t  p r o d u c t i o n  (va lued  a t  
$175,906) accounted  f o r  61% of  t h e  town ' s  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  Shepherd ' s  
f a c t o r y  was founded by t h r e e  s o n s  and a  nephew of Levi  Shepard wi th  
t h e  merchant  c a p i t a l  amassed by t h e  p a t r i a r c h .  Shepherd ' s  f a c t o r y  , 
t h e  f i r s t  f u l l y - d e v e l o p e d  f a c t o r y  on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r ,  from t h e  s t a r t  
was one of  t h e  l a r g e s t  and most  i m p o r t a n t  woolen m i l l s  i n  New England, 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  numerous t e c h n i c a l  improvements: Shepherd p a t e n t e d  
a  power loom i n  1816 and began c o n s t r u c t i n g  looms i n  1822, a b o u t  
t h e  t ime of t h e i r  manufacture  i n  nearby I iaydenvi l le .  The Shepherd 
m i l l  r e p u t e d l y  produced t h e  f i r s t  b r o a d c l o t h  i n  t h e  U.S. (by power 
loom?) , and made numerous exper iments  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of l o c a l  wool. 
From 1818 onward, Shepherd wool won many premiums, and about  1822 
Shepherd was t h e  f i r s t  t o  impor t  Saxony sheep i n t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  f i r m  ( o r  pe rhaps  because  of i t ) ,  a f t e r  1825 
t h e  company s u s t a i n e d  g r e a t  l o s s e s ,  and a f t e r  a  series of r e o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s ,  was s o l d  t o  t h e  Northampton Woolen Mfg. Co. Joseph  Lyman 
commenting on t h e  concern  i n  1832 wro te  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  company 
was d o i n g  

a  f a i r  b u s i n e s s ;  b u t  t a k i n g  t h e  concern  from i t s  
f o u n d a t i o n ,  i n  1809, t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s  
migh t  be c o n s i d e r e d  c a l a m i t o u s ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  
number of  peop le  t o  whom i t  h a s  g i v e n  employment 
and l i v e l i h o o d .  

By 1832,  r e o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  Northampton Woolen and S a t i n e t  Mfg. , t h e  
m i l l  employed 120 men and women and t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e n  "Shepherd ' s  
kiollow," i n c l u d e d  board ing  houses ,  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s ,  and a  s t o r e .  
Almost a l l  t h e  b r o a d c l o t h  and s a t i n e t  of t h e  m i l l  w e r e  s o l d  i n  
Boston. 

The o t h e r  ma jo r  p roducer  of b r o a d c l o t h  -- and t h e  second l a r g e s t  
f a c t o r y  i n  t e r m s  of p r o d u c t  v a l u e  -- was J. S.  K i n g s l e y ' s  1829 
woolen m i l l  i n  L o u d v i l l e ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  of a  series of s m a l l  Nanhan 
River  m i l l s  which s e e m  t o  have o p e r a t e d  r e l a t i v e l y  independen t  of 
t h e  M i l l  R ive r  s e t t l e m e n t  and economy. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  dozen F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  houses s u r v i v e  i n  
Northampton; p e r h a p s  a s  many a s  two dozen more w e r e  r ecorded  i n  t h e  
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l o c a l  i n v e n t o r y  b u t  w e r e  n o t  noted  i n d i v i d u a l l y .  The m a j o r i t y  of 
t h e  houses s u r v i v i n g  a r e  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  double  
i n t e r i o r  chimneys. However, u s e  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  chimney 
p l a n  remained common i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Twin r e a r w a l l  
chimney p l a n s  w e r e  used b u t  were n o t  common. Frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  
predominated b u t  b r i c k  was used t o  a  much g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  than  i n  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  Many houses f e a t u r e  pyramidal  h i p  o r  h i p  
r o o f s .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  emergence of s e v e r a l  
t a l e n t e d  b u i  l d e r / a r c h i  t e c t s  i n  Nor thampton. Foremost of t h e  l o c a l  
b u i l d e r s  w e r e  Thomas P r a t t  and I s a a c  Damon; bo th  P r a t t ' s  and Damon's 
own houses  have s u r v i v e d  a long  w i t h  a  number of s t r u c t u r e s  known o r  
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  them. The P r a t t  House (1812) c o n t a i n s  an  o c t a g o n a l  
room i n  t h e  Adamesque s t y l e .  While most  of t h e  F e d e r a l  houses 
s u r v i v i n g  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s i m p l e ,  t h r e e  houses ,  one s t a n d i n g  and t h e  
o t h e r s  derilolished, premoni tor  Northampton' s mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  g l o r y .  The t h r e e  a r e  t h e  Judge Dewey H a u s e  (1827, 
I t h i e l  Town) , t h e  Bowers IIouse (1827,  I t h i e l  Town; demol ished)  and 
t h e  Red C a s t l e  (1814; demol ished)  . The Bowers and Dewey Houses, 
b o t h  by prominent  New Haven a r c h i t e c t ,  I t h i e l  Town, w e r e  v e r y  
e a r l y  l o c a l  examples of t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  s t y l e .  Both f e a t u r e d  
temple f r o n t  f a c a d e s .  The Red C a s t l e  was a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  house 
w i t h  a  two-s tory  p o r t i c o  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  on t h e  second 
f l o o r ;  t h e  two-s tory  porch  and second f l o o r  e n t r a n c e  a r e  though t  
t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  C h a r l e s t o n ,  South  C a r o l i n a  i n f l u e n c e  of D r .  F r i n k ,  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  owner and a C h a r l e s t o n  n a t i v e .  A s  was t r u e  f o r  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d ,  v e r y  few workers '  houses o r  c o t t a g e s  have s u r v i v e d .  
The o n l y  a r e a  where c o t t a g e s  of F e d e r a l  appearance  were observed 
was n o r t h  of Leeds a l o n g  Audubon Road; c o t t a g e s  t h e r e  employed t h e  
c e n t e r  chimney p l a n .  Also  of n o t e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  of a  round house on Conz Road. The S e t h  S t rong  House (1829) 
i s  a s t u c c o  o v e r  b r i c k ,  c o n i c a l  r o o f e d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  i n t e r i o r  
"endwal l"  chimneys and a round p l a n .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The most o u t s t a n d i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  
p e r i o d  was t h e  f o u r t h  meetinghouse of t h e  F i r s t  Church, which burned 
i n  1876. The s t r u c t u r e ,  a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a n  
e l a b o r a t e  t h r e e - s t o r y  porch  and t h r e e - s t a g e  b e l f r y ,  was des igned  by 
Asher Benjamin i n  1810 and b u i l t  by I s a a c  Damon. While a t  l e a s t  
n i n e  s h c o o l s  w e r e  n o t e d  on t h e  1830 map, b u i l d i n g  d a t e s  a r e  n o t  known 
f o r  any of them and on ly  one i s  though t  t o  s u r v i v e .  Tha t  i s  t h e  
West Farms Schoo l  a t  West Farms and Westhampton Road. The s c h o o l  
i s  a one-s to ry  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s i d e  e n t r a n c e .  Although 
d a t e d  1856 i n  t h e  town ' s  i n v e n t o r y ,  t h e  s c h o o l  may d a t e  a s  e a r l y  a s  
t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  and c e r t a i n l y  s t a n d s  on o r  nea r  t h e  s i t e  of a  
F e d e r a l  s c h o o l .  O t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  Town H a l l  (1823,  I s a a c  Damon) and t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  a  County Cour thouse ,  a l s o  by Damon. The Courthouse was 
a  temple front Greek Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  which s t o o d  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
F i r s t  P a r i s h  church  on Main S t r e e t .  Also  founded i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  
t h e  Round H i l l  School  (1824) , a Law School  (1821) and B a p t i s t  (1824) , 
U n i t a r i a n  (1825) and E p i s c o p a l  (1826) c h u r c h e s ,  a l l  of which b u i l t  
churches  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  
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Commercial: N o r t h a m p t o n ' s  F e d e r a l  p r o s p e r i t y ,  i n  p a r t  a  r e f l e c t i o n  
of t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  Northampton-New Haven C a n a l  ( 1 ,  i s  
e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  f o u n d i n g  of s e v e r a l  banks  (Nor thampton  Bank, 1815;  
Hampshire Bank, 1813)  and  h o t e l s .  Only f r a g m e n t s r e m a i n  of  t h e  
b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d .  Fo remos t  a r e  t h e  G r a n i t e  S t o r e s  (1826)  on 
Main S t r e e t ,  t h r e e - s t o r y  g r a n i t e  b l o c k s  d e s i g n e d  by I s a a c  Damon; 
ground f l o o r s  and  c o r n i c e s  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  have been  reworked 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) -- 

A. T r a n s w o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement  of r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Northampton w i t h  
c o m p l e t i o n  of N e w  Maven and  Northampton C a n a l  (1835)  and open ing  
of  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  R i a l r o a d  (1846)  on n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  a c r o s s  
Ox Bow and meadowland f rom Molyoke t o  H a t f i e l d .  C a n a l  r o u t e  subse -  
q u e n t l y  abandoned ( 18  47 ) w i t h  r emnan t  segments  s u r v i v i n g  below 
Rocky l i i l l  and E l w e t t  I s l a n d  e n t r a n c e .  C a n a l  r o u t e  r e p l a c e d  by 
W e s t f i e l d  and  Northampton R a i l r o a d  from Eas thampton  (1856)  w i t h  
l o c a t i o n  a l o n g  S o u t h  S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  M i l l  R i v e r  (now a b a n d o n e d ) .  
Opening o f  Hawley S t r e e t  d e p o t  s t i m u l a t e d  l o c a l  omnibus s e r v i c e  
a l o n g  Main-Elm S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  F l o r e n c e  m i l l  v i l l a g e  ( a p p a r e n t l y  by 
1850 s )  w i t h  r e p l a c e m e n t  by h o r s e  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  l i n e  a f t e r  C i v i l  
War (1866)  a l o n g  Main-Elm-Locust-Pine S t r e e t s  t o  ~ o n o t u c k  S i l k  
mills. M i l l  R i v e r  c o r r i d o r  p a r a l l e l e d  by s t e a m  r a i l r o a d  b r a n c h  
from Northampton d e p o t  t o  W i l l i a m s b u r g  t h r o u g h  F l o r e n c e  and  Leeds 
(1868)  w i t h  s u r v i v i n g  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e s  (now abandoned r o u t e )  . 
L o c a l  s t r e e t  sys t em g r a d u a l l y  expanded d u r i n g  p e r i o d  w i t h  deve lop -  
ment of Pomeroy T e r r a c e  (1847)  a l o n g  r i v e r  b l u f f  f rom Hawley S t r e e t  
and R i v e r s i d e  D r i v e  t o  Bay S t a t e  v i l l a g e  m i l l s .  P a r a l l e l  d e v e l o p -  
ment  of l o c a l  s t r e e t  g r i d  a round  F l o r e n c e  w i t h  a x i s  a l o n g  Maple 
and  L o c u s t  S t r e e t s .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  - 

Between 1830 and 1870 Northampton grew by 181 .2% -- t h e  s econd  h i g h e s t  
g rowth  r a t e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  a f t e r  Eas thampton ,  and w e l l  above  t h e  46.7% 
coun ty  a v e r a g e .  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h i s  g rowth  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  1840 
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  boom p e r i o d  b e i n g  1855-1870. By f a r  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
p e r i o d  of g rowth  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p o s t - C i v i l  War y e a r s ,  1865-70, 
when t h e  town grew by o v e r  2 8 % ,  one  of t h e  h i g h e s t  g r o w t h  r a t e s  of  
any town i n  t h e  V a l l e y  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s  ( e x c l u d i n g  B o l y o k e ' s  90% r a t e )  . 
I n  1855 Nor thampton ' s  i m m i g r a n t  p o p u l a t i o n  was 23 .7% of t h e  t o t a l  -- 
t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  a f t e r  Ware and  S o u t h  Had ley ,  and more 
t h a n  1 0  p o i n t s  above  t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e .  O f  t h i s  number,  66% w e r e  
I r i s h  (14 p o i n t s  be low t h e  c o u n t y  a v e r a g e ) ,  w h i l e  1 4 . 7 %  were f rom 
Germany and  H o l l a n d .  The l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  Dutch  a n d  Germans, 
s o  f a r  u n e x p l a i n e d ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  o v e r  h a l f  o f  a l l  t h o s e  c o u n t e d  i n  
Hampshire County i n  1855 .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  c e n t e r  remained focused  a t  Cour t  Square  w i t h  fo rmat ion  of 
commercial b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  from r a i l r o a d  
d e p o t  (1846) t o  E l m  S t r e e t .  A f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  expanded 
from o r i g i n a l  Hawley S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  Pomeroy T e r r a c e  (1847) over  
Connec t i cu t  meadows w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  development of pr ime suburban 
neighborhood w e s t  from Main S t r e e t  a long  E l m  S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  Round 
H i l l  w i t h  h o r s e  c a r  s e r v i c e  ( 1 8 6 6 ) .  Secondary r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  
i n f i l l e d  around b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  P r o s p e c t  and King S t r e e t s  
a t  base  of Round H i l l  w i t h  o u t l y i n g  development on South  S t r e e t  
a x i s .  Formation of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r i n g e  b e l t  around c e n t r a l  d i s t r i c t  
w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of county j a i l  on Market S t r e e t  (1851) , s t a t e  men ta l  
h o s p i t a l  on Rocky H i l l  (1858) and Cla rk  School  f o r  t h e  Deaf on Round 
H i l l  (1870) . I n  a d d i t i o n , f r i n g e  a c t i v i t i e s  l o c a t e d  a long  r a i l r o a d  
a x i s  from Hockanum Road t o  King S t r e e t  d e f i n i n g  e a s t e r n  edge of 
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  Impor tan t  expans ion  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a long 
upper M i l l  R ive r  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Northampton S i l k  Co. a t  
F l o r e n c e  ( 1 8 3 6 ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  f o r m a t i o n  of  m i l l  v i l l a g e  from Nonatuck 
S t r e e t  t o  Locust-No. Main S t r e e t  a x i s  (Route 9)  , and con t inued  
development of manufac tu r ing  a t  Leeds and a t  Bay S t a t e  v i l l a g e  on 
R i v e r s i d e  Dr ive  w i t h  a d j a c e n t  company housing ( c .  1855) . A g r i c u l t u r e  
main ta ined  a s  p r imary  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  meadows t o  
Easthampton w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of commercial tobacco  ( c .  1840) , w h i l e  
d a i r y  farming con t inued  on upland d i s t r i c t s  o f  W e s t  and North Farms. 

D. Economic Base: 

I n  1855 t h e r e  w e r e  74 p l a n t s  on t h e  M i l l  R ive r  i n  Northampton and 
Williarnsburg. According t o  t h e  Northampton Book ( p .  79) , t h i s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  25% of a l l  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  th ree -coun ty  Connec t i cu t  V a l l e y ,  
employing 10% of t h e  l a b o r  and r e p r e s e n t i n g  10% of t h e  p r o d u c t  v a l u e .  
Between 1832 and 1875, t h e  v a l u e  of goods produced i n  Northampton 
grew by more t h a n  1350%. The s i l k  i n d u s t r y ,  begun a s  a  c r a z e  i n  t h e  
1830s ,  was extended by one of t h e  major  reform movements of t h e  
p e r i o d ,  and r e v i v e d  a s  a  major  i n d u s t r y  a s  t h e  new i n d u s t r y  of F l o r e n c e  
i n  t h e  1850s.  I n  t h e  1850s and ' 6 0 s ,  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  r a i l r o a d s  
t o  Northampton Cen te r  b rough t  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  machine shops ,  g a s  
works, a  b a s k e t  f a c t o r y  from Hunt ington,  and a  maker of  pocketbooks.  
By 1865 t h e  sewing s i l k  and sewing machine f a c t o r i e s  of F l o r e n c e  l e d  
t h e  town i n  t h e  v a l u e  of manufactured p r o d u c t s ,  though major  m i l l s  
f o r  t h e  manufacture  of c o t t o n  c l o t h ,  p a p e r ,  b u t t o n s ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  
implements f e a t u r e d  p rominen t ly  i n  t h e  town ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  economy. 

A s  l a t e  a s  1845, t h e  o l d  Leeds concern  of Thomas Shepherd ,  now t h e  
Northampton Woolen Mfg. Co. ,  was s t i l l  t h e  major  employer i n  town. 
Tha t  y e a r  it employed 240 p e r s o n s ,  and,  w i t h  a  p r o d u c t i o n  of 71,786 
y a r d s  of b r o a d c l o t h ,  was t h e  l a r g e s t  producing b r o a d c l o t h  m i l l  i n  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y ;  i t s  p r o d u c t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  n e a r l y  70% of 
t h e  c o u n t y ' s  b r o a d c l o t h  p r o d u c t i o n .  The 1840s a l s o  saw t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment o f  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o t t o n  m i l l  a t  F l o r e n c e ,  t h e  B e n s o n v i l l e  ( l a t e r  
G r e e n v i l l e )  Mf g .  Co. , whose named i n c o r p o r a t o r s  i n c l u d e d  Samuel 
W i l l i s  t o n  ( b u t t o n s  a t  Wil l iamsburg and Easthampton) and J o e l  Hayden 
( b u t t o n  machinery a t  H a y d e n v i l l e ) .  (Hayden, t h e  same y e a r ,  b u i l t  
a  c o t t o n  m i l l  a t  Haydenv i l l e ,  some 4-5 m i l e s  up r i v e r . )  
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But  it was t h e  s i l k  i n d u s t r y  which had t h e  g r e a t e s t  i m p a c t  on 
Northampton. Samuel Whitmarsh came t o  Northampton i n  1829. I n  
1836,  w i t h  b a c k e r s  from Middletown,  C o n n e c t i c u t  ( l o c a t i o n  o f  
C o n n e c t i c u t ' s  s i l k  i n d u s t r y )  and 22 N e w  York i n v e s t o r s ,  Whitmarsh 
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  Northampton S i l k  Co. By 1837 t h e  v a l u e  o f  s i l k  
produced  was n e a r l y  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of t h e  e n t i r e  s t a t e  p r o d u c t i o n .  
The company was c a l l e d  " t h e  mos t  e x t e n s i v e  and w e l l - r e g u l a t e d  s i l k  
company i n  t h e  Union" ( q u o t e d  i n  Hannay) .  Prompted by t h e  s u c c e s s  
of Whitmarsh and o t h e r s ,  t h o u s a n d s  r u s h e d  i n t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of 
growing m u l b e r r y  trees,  t h e  morus m u l t i c a u l u s .  S m a l l  p l a n t s  w e r e  
s o l d  f o r  f a b u l o u s  p r i c e s ,  and t h e  trees became wor th  much more t h a n  
t h e  s i l k .  When t h e  b u b b l e  b u r s t  i n  1839,  Northampton S i l k  c o l l a p s e d  
w i t h  it. The s i l k  i n d u s t r y  w a s  k e p t  a l i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  1840s by t h e  
Northampton A s s o c i a t i o n  of  E d u c a t i o n  and I n d u s t r y ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  
F o u r i e r s t  community i n  F l o r e n c e ,  whose b a c k e r s  appea r  t o  have s e l e c t e d  
F l o r e n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  t h e  d e f u n c t  s i l k  i n d u s t r y .  
J o s e p h  Conant ,  h i r e d  by Whitmarsh from M a n s f i e l d ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  
d i r e c t e d  t h e  s i l k  d e p a r t m e n t  of  t h e  new a s s o c i a t i o n .  But  by 1846 
Conant  and o t h e r  s i l k  men had withdrawn t o  form t h e i r  own company, 
t h e  Conant  Mfg. Co.; t h e  community had d i s s o l v e d ;  and Samuel H i l l  
had assumed t h e  d e b t s  and d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  community 's  s i l k  m i l l s .  
I i i l l ,  w i t h  Samuel L. H i n c k l e y  c r e a t e d  o u t  of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  r u i n s  
t h e  f u t u r e  Nonotuck S i l k  Co. ,  l a t e r  i n c o r p o r a t e d  under  t h a t  name i n  
1866. I n  t h e  1 8 5 0 s ,  i n  t h e  meant ime,  w i t h  t h e  i n v e n t i o n  of "machine 
t w i s t "  ( a  s i l k  t w i s t  adop ted  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e  newly i n v e n t e d  sewing 
m a c h i n e ) ,  makers  of s i l k  t h r e a d  p r o s p e r e d .  By 1855 s i l k  t h r e a d  w a s  
a l r e a d y  t h e  l e a d i n g  p r o d u c t  manufac tu red  i n  town ( b y  p r o d u c t  v a l u e ) .  
I n  1861  H i l l  and Hinck ley  founded t h e  F l o r e n c e  Sewing Machine Co. 
t o  b u i l d  machines  t o  s e w  t h e  t w i s t  t h a t  Nonotuck was p roduc ing .  By 
1865,  t h e  machine company's p r o d u c t  w a s  v a l u e d  a t  $325,000,  t h e  
h i g h e s t  v a l u e  of any manufac tu red  p r o d u c t  i n  town; second  h i g h e s t  
p r o d u c t  v a l u e  ($303,000)  was i n  sewing s i l k .  I n  t h e  decade  which 
f o l l o w e d ,  Nonotuck S i l k  e n  joyed a  phenomenal expans ion :  by 1875 i t s  
o u t p u t  had t r i p l e d  t o  $ 1 . 1  m i l l i o n .  

The 1850s w e r e  a l s o  a  p e r i o d  of e x p a n s i o n  f o r  new machine s h o p s ,  a t  
Northampton C e n t e r ,  Bay S t a t e  and  F l o r e n c e .  A t  Bay S t a t e ,  a former  
hemp f a c t o r y  a t t r a c t e d  a g r o u p  o f  Waterbury i n v e s t o r s  who formed 
t h e  Bay S t a t e  Too l  Co.;  i n  1855 w i t h  a p r o d u c t  wor th  $100,000,  t h e y  
w e r e  t h e  s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  employer  i n  town (150 men) . But a f t e r  t h e  
P a n i c  of 1857 t h e  company was r e o r g a n i z e d .  (One o f  t h e  new p a r t n e r s ,  
\Vill iam Clement ,  had been  foreman o f  Lamson & Goodnow i n  S h e l b u r n e  
F a l l s . )  An i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of  Bay S t a t e  Hardware ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  was 
t h e  " p l a n t e r ' s  h o e , "  s o l d  t o  t h e  c o t t o n  areas of  t h e  S o u t h ,  a  marke t  
which d i s a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  1860s .  I n  1866 t h r e e  of  t h e  p a r t n e r s  formed 
a  r i v a l  f i r m ,  Clement ,  Hawkes Mfg. Co.,  a p p a r e n t l y  p l a n n i n g  two 
s e p a r a t e  p l a n t s  ( t h e  hoe f a c t o r y  e v e n t u a l l y  b u i l t  a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  
Green S t r e e t ;  and a  t a b l e  c u t l e r y  f a c t o r y ) .  But  t h e  new company was 
u n d e r c a p i t a l i z e d ,  and o n l y  a f t e r  s e v e r a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d i d  two 
companies e v e n t u a l l y  emerge: Northampton C u t l e r y  (1871,  t h e  fo rmer  
Bay S t a t e  Hardware ) ,  and  Clement  C u t l e r y  (1882,  t h e  fo rmer  I n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Screw) . 
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  i s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d  f o r  which 
c l e a r l y  d e l i n e a t e d  neighborhoods of workers  ' through e l i t e  housing 
have s u r v i v e d .  I t  i s  a l s o  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  Northampton's  most ou t -  
s t a n d i n g  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  which i s  most  prominent ly  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  work of Wil l iam Fenno P r a t t  ( . Neighborhoods 
of  l a r g e ,  P r a t t  des igned  v i l l a s  developed a t  Round H i l l ,  Pomeroy 
T e r r a c e  and i n  t h e  South/Lyman S t r e e t s  a r e a .  The I t a l i a n a t e  and 
Goth ic  Rev iva l  s t y l e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  most  commonly b u t  Greek 
Rev iva l  houses  and Downingesque Swiss  c h a l e t s  a r e  a l s o  known. Most 
p r e v a l e n t  a r e  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a s ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of which r e t a i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  and end o r  i n t e r i o r  chimneys w i t h i n  a  
s q u a r e  p l a n ,  g e n e r a l l y  t h r e e  bays wide by t h r e e  bays  long.  Low 
h i p  r o o f s  w i t h  b e l v e d e r e s  predominate .  D e t a i  1s cormonly employed 
by P r a t t  and e v i d e n t  on Nor thampton 's  I t a l i a n a t e  houses  i n c l u d e  
one o r  two s t o r y  p roches  w i t h  t r i p a r t i t e  round-arched open ings ,  f l u s h  
b o a r d i n g s ,  q u o i n s  and s i d e  ve randas .  Asymmetrical p l a n s  w i t h  towers 
were less commonly used i n  Northampton. For  t h e  c i t y ' s  many Goth ic  
Rev iva l  houses and c o t t a g e s ,  a symmet r i ca l  L-plans o r  symmetr ica l  
T-plans w e r e  t h e  r u l e .  Northampton i s  h i g h l y  u n u s u a l  f o r  t h e  number 
of Goth ic  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e s  i t  r e t a i n s ;  most  of t h e s e  p r e s e r v e  
o r i g i n a l  board  and b a t t e n  s i d i n g ,  ca rved  o r  sawn bargeboards ,  and 
l a n c e t  windows o r  dormers.  The predominance of t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  
f o r  e l i t e  r e s i d e n c e s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  middle  and working c l a s s  housing 
a s  w e l l .  I n  t h e  1860s and '70s, l a r g e  numbers of two-story asymme- 
t r i c a l  I t a l i a n a t e  houses w e r e  b u i l t  w i t h  c r o s s  gab led  s i d e  e l l s  
p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  main b l o c k s ;  examples a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  
F l o r e n c e ,  which underwent r a p i d  and e x t e n s i v e  development i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  and on P r o s p e c t ,  South  and Br idge  S t r e e t s .  Workers' hous ing 
g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  of s i d e h a l l  one and two s t o r y  Greek Rev iva l  and 
I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s .  Only a  few rowhouses were b u i l t ,  t h e  doub le  
c o t t a g e  o r  house be ing  t h e  most common m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  house form 
of t h e  p e r i o d .  E x t a n t  workers '  housing i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  F l o r e n c e  
and Leeds w i t h  o t h e r  c l u s t e r s  wes t  o f  Br idge  S t r e e t  and e a s t  of 
Route 5  n e a r  t h e  Levee. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Northampton r e t a i n s  a  number of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l -  
d i n g s  of  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  
P r a t t  d e s i g n e d  s t r u c t u r e s .  Foremost of t h e s e  i s  p robab ly  t h e  Town 
H a l l  o f  1849,  a  h i g h l y  unusua l  s t u c c o  Goth ic  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  and 
one of P r a t t ' s  f i r s t  independen t  commissions. A s q u a r e  p l a n  s t r u c -  
t u r e  w i t h  b a t t l e m e n t e d  t u r r e t s  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  and f l a n k i n g  t h e  
c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e ,  P r a t t ' s  Town H a l l  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  appearance  and 
contemporaneous w i t h  James D a k i n ' s  Lou i s i ana  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  (1849) 
i n  Baton Rouge. The b u i l d i n g  a l s o  resembled,  i n  p l a n ,  t h e  Goth ic  
Seminary (1835) a t  Round H i l l ,  a n  o r n a t e  p i n n a c l e d  s t r u c t u r e  
demolished ca.1915. Other  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u r v i v i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Smith C h a r i t i e s  b u i l d i n g  (1865, Wil l iam P r a t t ) ,  
a  brownstone Renaissance  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  House o f  C o r r e c t i o n  
(1851, G r i d l e y  J. F. Bryan t )  , a  four-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  
I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  f i r s t  Northampton S t a t e  H o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g  
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(1856)  , J o n a t h a n  P r e s t o n ) ,  a b r i c k  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g  
whose o r i g i n a l  p l a n  c o n s i s t e d  of  a  l o n g  f a c a d e  w i t h  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  
end  wings.  O t h e r  s m a l l e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
F l o r e n c e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church (1861,  W i l l i a m  P r a t t )  w i t h  Moorish/  
Romanesque d e t a i l s ,  t h e  Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  W e s t  Farms Chapel  
(1835;  r emode l l ed  1868) , t h e  H o s p i t a l  H i l l  Schoo l  (1860)  and b u i l d i n g s  
a t  t h e  C l a r k e  S c h o o l  f o r  t h e  Deaf ( e s t a b l i s h e d  1867)  i n c l u d i n g  Gawith 
H a l l  (ca. 1870,  Ware and VanBrunt) and Rogers  H a l l  (ca. 1 8 5 0 ) .  
E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  Boys (1835)  and G i r l s  (1836)  High 
S c h o o l s ,  a  F i r e  Depar tment  ( 1 8 5 4 ) ,  Water Works (1868-71) ,  G a s  
Company (1853)  , L i b r a r y  (1869)  and C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  ( S a i n t  Mary ' s ,  
1534; f i r s t  c h u r c h ,  1 8 4 4 ) .  

Commercial: By t h e  e n d  of t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  Main S t r e e t  
w a s  l i n e d  w i t h  t h r e e  and f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  commercial  b l o c k s  of  
s u b s t a n t i a l  V i c t o r i a n  I t a l i a n a t e  and Romanesque R e v i v a l  d e s i g n .  
~ o s t  of t h e  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g s  d a t e  f rom t h e  l a t e  1840s and from 
t h e  1860s .  Among t h e s e  are t h e  K i r k l a n d  Blocks  (1848)  , t h r e e  s t o r y  
b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  R u s t  Block (1867,  Wi l l iam P r a t t )  , 
t h e  P i e r c e  Block (1869,  Wi l l i am P r a t t )  , t h e  O 'Br i en  Block (1868)  
and t h e  Astman Block (1868)  . The b u i l d i n g s  of  t h e  1860s ,  a l m o s t  
a l l  of  which i n c o r p o r a t e d  f l a t  r o o f s  and heavy,  complex c o r b e l l e d  
c o r n i c e s ,  se t  t h e  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  1870s ,  which 
compr ise  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  Main S t r e e t  b u i l d i n g s .  Of s p e c i a l  
n o t e  i s  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of  one  c a s t - i r o n  f r o n t e d  b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  
Northampton N a t i o n a l  Bank (1866,  W i l l i a m  P r a t t )  . 
I n d u s t r i a l :  A number of  i m p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
have  s u r v i v e d ,  some by S p r i n g f i e l d  a r c h i t e c t ,  Eugene C.  Gardner .  
These i n c l u d e  t h e  F l o r e n c e  Sewing Machinery Company ( 1 8 6 0 ) ,  t h e  
Northampton P a p e r  Company (1866)  , and t h e  Nonotuck S i l k  M i l l  (1866) . 
Of t h e s e ,  t h e  Northampton Pape r  Company i s  t h e  most  e l a b o r a t e ,  w i t h  
a  mansard r o o f ,  q u o i n s  a n d  round a r c h e d  windows. F l o r e n c e  Sewing 
Machine and Nonotuck S i l k  a r e  b o t h  more u t i l i t a r i a n  w i t h  s i m p l e  
Roinanesque R e v i v a l  d e t a i l i n g  and  two t o  f o u r  s t o r y  masonry cons  t r u c -  
t i o n .  O t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  s u r v i v a l s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Northampton C u t l e r y  
Company ( 1 8 4 0 ) ,  an  o u t s t a n d i n g  two t o  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  Romanesque 
R e v i v a l  complex on R i v e r s i d e  D r i v e  i n  F l o r e n c e ,  t h e  Bay S t a t e  Engine  
House (c .  1840)  , t h e  Northampton Lumber Company (c .  1850)  and t h e  Gas 
Works g a s o m e t e r  (1856)  . 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes :  

Con t inued  e x p a n s i o n  of r e g i o n a l  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  o p e n i n g  
of C e n t r a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  r o u t e  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  t o  Hadley 
and Amherst  ( 1 8 8 7 ) ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u r v i v a l  of o r i g i n a l  t r u s s  b r i d g e ,  
and New York, N e w  haven ,  and H a r t f o r d  r o u t e  t o  G r e e n f i e l d  (1890)  
p a r a l l e l i n g  o r i g i n a l  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  l i n e  (now abandoned)  . L o c a l  
t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  underwent  s i g n i f i c a n t  e x p a n s i o n  w i t h  e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  
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of h o r s e c a r  sys tem ( 1 8 9 3 ) .  Suburban t r o l l e y  r o u t e s  i n c l u d e d  l i n e s  
on P r o s p e c t ,  B a t e s ,  Sou th  and P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s ,  w i t h  i n t e r u r b a n  
r o u t e s  t o  Hadley from Bridge  S t r e e t ,  H a t f i e l d  through L a u r a l  Park 
a long Route 5 ,  Holyoke a long  M t .  Tom Road (Route 5)  , Easthampton 
a c r o s s  Pynchon Meadows ( roadbed i n t a c t ) ,  and t o  Leeds and 
Williarnsburg from F l o r e n c e  a l o n g  River  Road (by 1 9 0 4 ) .  

Popu la t ion :  --- 

I n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  Northampton's  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  by 113 .1%,  
r e t i r i n g  it t o  t h i r d  p l a c e  among t h e  most r a p i d l y  growing towns, 
a f t e r  Easthampton and Ware, b u t  s t i l l  t w i c e  t h e  county  average .  But 
f o r  one anomalous p e r i o d ,  1905-10 when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  r e g i s t e r e d  a  
d e c l i n e  (an  enumerator  ' s e r r o r ? )  , Northampton grew by over  250 new 
r e s i d e n t s  a  yea r  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  a f t e r  1885. Between 1885 and 1900, 
t h e  r a t e  averaged 383 a  y e a r ;  and i n  1910-15, t h e  r a t e  was t h e  h i g h e s t  
y e t :  4 4 4  p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r .  

Northampton's  immigrant  p o p u l a t i o n ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y  between 24 and 25 
p e r c e n t  of h e r  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  d e c l i n e ,  a s  compared 
t o  t h e  county  t o t a l ,  which by 1915 was a  p o i n t  above Northampton's .  
Though th roughou t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  I r i s h  dominated t h e  l i s t s ,  by 1915 
t h e  French Canadians and P o l e s  ( t h e  l a t t e r  number had doubled i n  
t h e  p r e v i o u s  decade)  were c l o s e  behind.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  main ta ined  around C o u r t  Square w i t h  secondary  c e n t e r  
developed a t  w e s t e r n  a x i s  of  Main and E l m  S t r e e t s  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of 
l i b r a r y  and music h a l l .  Bus iness  d i s t r i c t  remained a l o n g  Main 
S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  d e n s i t y  of  commercial b locks  e x t e n d i n g  
a long  c r o s s  a x i s  of  P l e a s a n t  and King S t r e e t s  from r a i l r o a d  depo t .  
P r i m e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  focused  around Smith Col lege  campus (1875) 
a l o n g  E l m  S t r e e t  a x i s  t o  Round H i l l ,  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  s t a t u s  d i s t r i c t  
on Pomeroy T e r r a c e  l i m i t e d  by f r i n g e  a c t i v i t i e s  a long  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i -  
d o r .  Secondary suburban a r e a s  developed a long  Sou th ,  Ba tes  and 
Br idge  S t r e e t  t r o l l e y  l i n e s  w i t h  o u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s  extendad from 
Round H i l l  a l o n g  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  r o u t e .  Continued expansion of  
M i l l  R i v e r  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  a f t e r  1874 Flood a t  Leeds w i t h  forma- 
t i o n  of l o c a l  b u i s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a t  F l o r e n c e  a l o n g  Locust  S t r e e t  
a x i s  and a t  Bay S t a t e  v i l l a g e  on R i v e r s i d e  Dr ive .  I n  s i m i l a r  
p a t t e r n ,  c o n t i n u e d  development of C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  r a i l r o a d  c o r r i d o r  
n o r t h  t o  H a t f i e l d  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of L a u r a l  Park camp ground (c.1880) 
and Hebrew c e m e t e r i e s  on King S t r e e t  a x i s  (Route 5)  and p a r a l l e l  
extension of f r i n g e  a c t i v i t y  from South S t r e e t  a l o n g  Easthampton 
Road (Route 1 0 ) .  Tobacco farming main ta ined  a s  pr imary  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  meadowland t o  t h e  Oxbow wi th  
l i m i t e d  d a i r y i n g  a t  West and North Farms. 

D. Economic Base: 

A f t e r  t h e  war,  Northampton began t o  a t t r a c t  l a r g e r  f i r m s  and g r e a t e r  
amounts of o u t s i d e  c a p i t a l  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  expans ion.  Bay S t a t e ,  
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w i t h  c a p i t a l  from o t h e r  r e g i o n s ,  grew a s  a  c u t l e r y  c e n t e r ,  w i t h  
t h r e e  new f i r m s  emerging:  Northampton C u t l e r y  (1871)  ; Clement 
C u t l e r y  ( 1 8 8 2 ) ;  and E. E. Wood C u t l e r y  (1889)  (Wood w a s  a fo rmer  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of Northampton C u t l e r y . ) .  Horace Lamb moved h i s  
w i r e  m i l l  from Nor th  Hadley t o  Northampton i n  1873; Be ld ing  
B r o t h e r s ,  a  l a r g e  C o n n e c t i c u t  s i l k  f i r m ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a l a r g e  s i l k  
m i l l  i n  1876,  fo l lowed  by Kingsbury  Box, t h e i r  own box maker ,  i n  
1881. Nonotuck S i l k  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  phenomenal s u c c e s s ,  a c q u i r i n g  
p l a n t s  i n  Leeds and H a y d e n v i l l e .  By 1875 t h e  two s i l k  f i r m s  
t o g e t h e r  had a  p r o d u c t  v a l u e d  a t  $ 1 . 1  m i l l i o n ,  making i t  much t h e  
l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  town. A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  prominence o f  t h e  s i l k  
m i l l s ,  whose p r o d u c t s  w e r e  l i t t l e  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  f i n a n c i a l  p a n i c ,  
Northampton wea the red  t h e  P a n i c  of 1873 r e l a t i v e l y  w e l l ,  though 
t h e  F l o r e n c e  Sewing Machine Co. was r e o r g a n i z e d ,  a d d i n g  o i l  s t o v e s  
t o  h e r  p r o d u c t  l i n e .  I n  1890 t h e  company w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  by t h e  
C e n t r a l  O i l  Gas S t o v e  Co. ,  a  l a r g e  t r u s t  o r g a n i z e d  t h a t  y e a r .  

O t h e r  F l o r e n c e  companies  came i n t o  b e i n g ,  l a r g e l y  g u i d e d  by a  c l o s e -  
k n i t  g r o u p  o f  d i r e c t o r s ,  w i t h  c o n t r o l  o v e r  many o f  t h e  m a j o r  
Northampton f i r m s .  The F l o r e n c e  Mfg. Co. -- la ter  t h e  P r o - p h y - l a c - t i c  
Brush  Co. -- made i t s  f o r t u n e  on " F l o r e n c e  c o m p o s i t i o n , "  a h a r d ,  
b l a c k ,  r u b b e r - l i k e  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e  company o r i g i n a l l y  used  f o r  
d a g u e r r e o t y p e  f r a m e s ,  and o n l y  l a t e r  on t o o t h  and  o t h e r  b r u s h e s .  
Nonotuck S i l k  c o n t i n u e d  i t s  e x p a n s i o n  and prominance.  A t  one  t i m e  
i t  w a s  s a i d  t o  p r o v i d e  50% of  Nor thampton ' s  t o t a l  employment. I n  
t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e n  one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  s i l k  
m i l l s  i n  t h e  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,  i t  a d o p t e d  t h e  name " C o r t i c e l l i , "  a n  
I t a l i a n  word f o r  h i g h - q u a l i t y  s i l k ,  f o r  some of i t s  c h i e f  p r o d u c t s ,  
though t h e  company d i d n ' t  change  i t s  name t o  C o r t i c e l l i  u n t i l  1922. 

Expans ion  cont inucid i n  t h e  1890s  -- Norwood E n g i n e e r i n g  i n  F l o r e n c e ,  
a  maker o f  i n d u s t r i a l  w a t e r  f i l t e r s ;  and t h e  McCallum Hos ie ry  Co., a  
p i o n e e r  U.S. h o s i e r y  maker ,  who moved t o  Northampton from Holyoke. 
E .  E. Wood C u t l e r y ,  a s  n o t e d ,  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  o l d  p a p e r  m i l l  n e a r  
Bay S t a t e  i n  1889. 

D e s p i t e  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  p rominence ,  t h e  town was a l s o  a  ma jo r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c e r .  I n  1880 t h e  town was t h e  second h i g h e s t  
mi lk  p r o d u c e r  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  ( a f t e r  S o u t h  Hadley)  , and ranked  t h i r d  
i n  t o b a c c o  and  p o t a t o e s .  I n  t h e  1905 e n u m e r a t i o n ,  i t  l e d  t h e  
coun ty  i n  d r e s s e d  p o u l t r y ,  and w a s  f o u r t h  i n  m i l k .  Lumber r a f t i n g  
had ended  on t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  a f t e r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  was b u i l t .  
F o r  a b o u t  20 y e a r s  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  c o u l d  s u p p l y  t h e  r e g i o n  w i t h  such  
s p r u c e  f r ames  a s  w e r e  needed.  But  t h e  growth  of c i t i e s  and towns 
had been  s u c h  t h a t  a f t e r  1870 t h e  r a i l r o a d s  c o u l d  no  l o n g e r  h a n d l e  
t h e  demand. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o s t  of d r i v i n g  down l o g s  t o  m i l l s  
a t  Northampton (and  Holyoke,  a s  f a r  s o u t h  on  t h e  r i v e r  a s  was 
p r a c t i c a l )  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  less t h a n  t h e  r a i l r o a d  r a t e s .  A t  t h e  
Oxbow, t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  Lumber Company had a  m a j o r  c o l l e c t i o n  
p o i n t  by t h e  1870s ;  twen ty  y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e r e  was t w e n t y - f i v e  t i m e s  
t h e  amount of s p r u c e  t i m b e r  on  t h e  r i v e r  t h a n  t h e r e  had been  i n  1866 
( P i c t u r e s q u e  Hampshire ,  p .  91) . 
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E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  - 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  deve lopment  expanded a t  F l o r e n c e  
and Northampton w i t h  secondary  deve lopmen t s  a t  Leeds and  L a u r e l  
Pa rk .  E l i t e  ne ighborhoods  remained  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a round  Round H i l l ,  
Pomeroy T e r r a c e ,  Sou th  S t r e e t  and  P a r a d i s e  Pond. These i n c l u d e  a 
number of Second Empire and  S t i c k  S t y l e  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  1880s a s  
w e l l  as a f a i r  number o f  s t u c c o  Cra f t sman  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  e a r l y  20th  
c e n t u r y .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e  was somewhat more 
commonly employed t h a n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l .  Asymmetr ical  and 
s y m m e t r i c a l  p l a n s  w e r e  u s e d  i n  a l m o s t  e q u a l  numbers. The number of 
a r c h i t e c t s  p r a c t i c i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y  i n c r e a s e d  f rom t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d .  W i l l i a m  F. P r a t t  and  son  p r a c t i c e d  i n t o  t h e  1880s .  O the r  
a r c h i t e c t s  a c t i v e  i n c l u d e d  R o b e r t  F. Putnam, and  h i s  son  K a r l  S.  , 
C .  H.  J o n e s ,  F. S .  Neuman of S p r i n g f i e l d ,  C u r t i s  G. Page and t h e  
f i r m  o f  Putnam and Bayley .  O u t s t a n d i n g  houses  i n c l u d e  t h e  R.  Holmes 
house  (1908)  , a  s t u c c o  house  w i t h  d e t a i l s  s eeming ly  d e r i v e d  from 
contemporary  Viennese  d e s i g n ,  t h e  Tudor R e v i v a l  Cordes House,  t h e  
Moorish R e v i v a l  Kefe  House, t h e  Second Empire W .  T.  Clement  House 
and t h e  George blcCallum House (1912-13, G .  B. McCallum) , a v e r y  
l a r g e  h i p  r o o f e d  Cra f t sman  s t y l e  house  w i t h  f o r m a l  t e r r a c e d  land-  
s c a p i n g .  More modes t  hous ing  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i d e h a l l  o r  
c e n t e r  h a l l  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen  Anne o r  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  
mos t  w i t h  h i p  r o o f s ,  t u r r e t s ,  o f f s e t  f r o n t  g a b l e s  a n a  p o l y g o n a l  
bays .  Such hous ing  was b u i l t  i n  some numbers a l o n g  Elm, P r o s p e c t ,  
Sou th  and B r i d g e  S t r e e t s .  Modest s i n g l e  f a m i l y  h o u s i n g ,  p r i m a r i l y  
s i d e h a l l  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e  and  Queen Anne c o t t a g e s ,  w a s  b u i l t  a t  Leeds ,  
a t  F l o r e n c e  a l o n g  R i v e r s i d e ,  Nonotuck and  L o c u s t  S t r e e t s  and  in 
Northampton o n  W i l l i a m s  and  Nor th  S t r e e t s .  Very few t h r e e  d e c k e r s  
were b u i l t ,  t h e  most  common m u l t i p l e  f a m i l y  house  forms  b e i n g  t h e  
rowhouse,  d o u b l e  house  and  two f a m i l y  house .  Double houses  and  
two f a m i l i e s  i n  u t i l i t a r i a n  Queen  Anne, C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  and C r a f t s -  
man d e s i g n s  w e r e  b u i l t  a d j a c e n t  i n  t h e  Nor th  and W i l l i a m s  S t r e e t s  
a r e a  i n  Northampton b u t  w e r e  most  common i n  F l o r e n c e .  A few a p a r t -  
ment b l o c k s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  e n d  of t h e  p e r i o d .  Most a r e  l a r g e  
masonry b l o c k s ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  w i t h  Craf t sman d e t a i l s .  
They i n c l u d e  t h e  McCormick Apar tments  (1915)  and  t h e  Earle  Apar t -  
ments (1911-13) . L a u r e l  P a r k ,  a M e t h o d i s t  summer campground, 
deve loped  a f t e r  1875 w i t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75 S t i c k  S t y l e  and Queen 
Anne c o t t a g e s  b u i l t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  G r e a t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  e x p a n s i o n  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
w i t h  t h e  g rowth  of  Smi th  C o l l e g e  and  t h e  Northampton S t a t e  H o s p i t a l .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  e s p e c i a l l y  s c h o o l s ,  w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  a l o n g  w i t h  a l m o s t  a l l  of  t h e  c i t y ' s  c h u r c h e s .  Among 
t h e  most  o u t s t a n d i n g  m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  
Romanesque Hampshire County Cour thouse  (1884-86, Henry F.  K i l b u r n ,  
New York) and F o r b e s  L i b r a r y  (1894 ,  W i l l i a m  C .  B rock le sby)  , t h e  
y e l l o w  b r i c k  R e n a i s s a n c e  R e v i v a l  D .  A. S u l l i v a n  Schoo l  (1894-96, 
Gardne r ,  Pyne and Gardne r )  and  Memorial  H a l l  (1872,  James McLaughlin,  
C i n c i n n a t i )  , a  b r i c k  and  s a n d s t o n e  R e n a i s s a n c e  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  . 
Schoo l s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Wi l l i ams  S t r e e t  (1913,  K a r l  Putnam) , South  S t r e e t  
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(1888-90) , Slough H i l l  (1877)  and  Mount Tom ( c a .  1910)  s c h o o l s ,  a l l  
of b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I m p o r t a n t  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  
t h e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  (1877-78, Peabody and  S t e a r n s ,  B o s t o n ) ,  a  
V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  brownstone  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a n  o f f s e t  s q u a r e  b e l f r y ,  
S a i n t  J o h n ' s  E p i s c o p a l  Church (1893,  R .  W .  Gibson ,  N e w  Y o r k ) ,  a  
g r a n i t e  R i c h a r d s o n i a n  Romanesque b u i l d i n g  w i t h  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  
d e t a i l s ,  S a i n t  Mary of t h e  Assumption (1881,  P a t r i c k  W. F o r d ) ,  t h e  
n e o c l a s s i c a l  U n i t a r i a n  Church ( 1 9 0 4 ) ,  S a i n t  John  C a n t i u s  (1912,  
John W .  Donahue) ,  a Tuscan Romanesque b u i l d i n g  and t h e  Roman C l a s s i c a l  
F i r s t  Church of C h r i s t  S c i e n t i s t  (1908)  by Chicago  a r c h i t e c t ,  So lon  
Beeman. I n  F l o r e n c e ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  Church o f  t h e  Annunc ia t ion  
(1879-80, P a t r i c k  W .  F o r d )  w a s  b u i l t  a l o n g  w i t h  a  P a n e l  B r i c k  
Temperance H a l l  (1884,  W i l l i a m  P r a t t )  and  a L i b r a r y  (1890,  C.  H .  
J o n e s ) .  A l s o  s u r v i v i n g  i n  Northampton a r e  a  F i r e  S t a t i o n  (1872)  and 
a  Grance (1871,  W i l l i a m  P r a t t )  w i t h  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  d e t a i l s .  

Smi th  C o l l e g e :  The e a r l i e s t  p e r i o d  b u i l d i n g s  s t a n d i n g  a t  Smi th  a r e  
b r i c k  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  d o r m i t o r i e s  and  c l a s s r o o m s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  
1870s by t h e  Bos ton  f i r m  of Peabody and S t e a r n s .  The n e x t  ma jo r  
b u i l d i n g  campaign o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  1890s  when s e v e r a l  Queen Anne 
d o r m i t o r i e s  (Lawrence and  M o r r i s  Houses)  1891-92; T y l e r  House, 1897-98) 
by  H a r t f o r d  a r c h i t e c t ,  W i l l i a m  C.  Brock le sby  w e r e  b u i l t .  The b u l k  
of t h e  r ema in ing  c o l l e g e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  
c e n t u r y .  Most of  t h e s e  are  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  C o l o n i a l  o r  Georg ian  
R e v i v a l  o r  n e o c l a s s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  b r i c k  and  s t o n e .  Examples 
i n c l u d e  S e e l y e  H a l l  ( 1 8 9 8 ) ,  a  r u s t i c a t e d  Georg ian  R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g  
by t h e  N e w  York f i r m  of York and Sawyer ,  T a l b o t  House (1909,  
R icha rdson  and D r i v e r )  , Baldwin (1908)  and  Nor th rop  (1911)  Houses 
( C h a r l e s  A .  R i c h )  and N e i l s o n  L i b r a r y  (1910,  Lord and H e w e t t ) .  

Commercial: A number o f  commerc ia l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1870s  a f t e r  a  f i r e  i n  1870 d e s t r o y e d  a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
Main S t r e e t .  Almost a l l  of t h e s e  are t h r e e  and f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  
Romanesque R e v i v a l  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  heavy c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e s .  Among 
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  Todd Block (1871,  J. M. M i n e r ) ,  t h e  Drape r  H o t e l  
(1871,  J .  M .  Miner )  and  t h e  Fleming Block ( 1 8 7 1 ) .  A f t e r  a  h i a t u s  
i n  t h e  1880s ,  commercial  c o n s t r u c t i o n  recommenced i n  t h e  1890s .  
R e n a i s s a n c e  R e v i v a l  and Beaux A r t s  b u i l d i n g s  i n  y e l l o w  b r i c k  and 
l i g h t  s a n d s t o n e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Hamrnond Block 
(1896,  B. H .  Seabury )  , t h e  Masonic B u i l d i n g  (1898,  R .  F .  Putnam) , 
t h e  Dewey (1912)  and  O 'Donne l l '  s (1911)  b l o c k s .  A few t h r e e  and 
f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  Romanesque R e v i v a l  commercial  b l o c k s  w e r e  a l s o  
b u i l t  i n  F l o r e n c e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i s  t h e  
s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  1872 O r c u t t  Hussey and Company s t o r e f r o n t ,  a  p a i n t e d  
f a l s e  f r o n t  uncovered  i n  t h e  1970s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  I n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  c o n c e n t r a t e d  
a t  F l o r e n c e  and  Leeds.  I n d u s t r i a l  complexes b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  
i n c l u d e  t h e  Nonotuck S i l k  M i l l  (1880,  E .  C .  G a r d n e r ) ,  a  w e l l -  
p r e s e r v e d  t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  Northampton S i l k  Company 
( ~ a . 1 9 1 0 ) ~  w i t h  a  s a w t o o t h  m o n i t o r  r o o f ,  and t h e  McCallum Hos ie ry  

M i l l  (1899,  Aron Mat thews) ,  a two-s to ry  p i e r  and s p a n d r e l  b r i c k  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  low g a b l e  r o o f .  
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EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) ---- 
A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Local  t r a n s i t  s e r v i c e  c o n t i n u e d  a s  e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  r o u t e s  u n t i l  
motor bus  replacement  (1334) .  S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of r e g i o n a l  
connec t ions  w i t h  a u t o  highway r o u t e s  t o  Northampton i n c l u d i n g  p r i -  
n a r y  nor th - - sou th  a x i s  a s  Route 5  from S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  G r e e n f i e l d ,  
and pr imary  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a s  Route 9  from Amherst t o  P i t t s f i e l d  
w i t h  monumental C a l v i n  Cool idge  Br idge  a c r o s s  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  (1939) . 
Secondary highway c o n n e c t i o n s  of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  n o r t h - s o u t h  
Route 1 0  t o  Easthampton a long  South  S t r e e t  a x i s  and e a s t - w e s t  Route 
66 t o  Westhampton, i n c l u d i n g  o r i g i n a l  c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e s  a t  Loudenv i l l e  
(1927) . E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of l o c a l  f l y i n g  f i e l d  i n  Northampton meadows 
(by 1934) a t  Old F e r r y  Road w i t h  some o r i g i n a l  hangers  i n t a c t  
(La F l e u r  A i r p o r t ) .  

B .  P o p u l a t i o n :  -- 

Northampton's p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  by on ly  1 4 . 5 % ,  though t h i s  was s t i l l  
t e n  p o i n t s  above t h e  county  average ;  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  c i t y  was t h e  
f i f t h  f a s t e s t  growing town i n  t h e  county.  By 1940 t h e  number of 
r e s i d e n t s  r eached  24,794,  though t h e  on ly  5-year p e r i o d  t o  show 
s u b s t a n t i a l  growth was 1920-25, when t h e  town grew by n e a r l y  1 0 % .  
P o l e s  remained one of iqorthampton' s l a r g e s t  immigrant groups .  By 
1940, f o u r - f i f t h s  of Northampton's  farms were s a i d  t o  be owned by 
r e s i d e n t s  of P o l i s h  d e s c e n t .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  -- - 

C i v i c  and commercial c e n t e r  ma in ta ined  a long  Main S t r e e t  a x i s  w i t h  
expansion of a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  King and P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t s  t o  highway 
s t r i p  development on Route 5 n o r t h  t o  Ea t f  i e l d  and Route 10 s o u t h  
t o  Easthampton. A f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood main ta ined  a long 
L l m  S t r e e t  a x i s  (Route 9) from Smith Col lege  expanding w e s t  t o  
C h i l d s  Pa rk  and on Round I i i l l .  Secondary suburban d i s t r i c t s  l i k e -  
w i s e  expanded a long  Sou th  S t r e e t  a x i s  and a l o n g  P r o s p e c t  S t r e e t  t o  
H a t f i e l d  Road w i t h  g r a d u a l  o v e r l a p  of r e s i d e n t i a l  development from 
F l o r e n c e  a long  Locust  S t r e e t  a x i s  (Route 9 ) .  Formation of p e r i p h e r a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b e l t  a l o n g  M i l l  R i v e r  a x i s  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of Ve te rans  
h o s p i t a l ,  Look l lemoria l  Park  and County San i to r ium around F l o r e n c e  
Cen te r .  I n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  ma in ta ined  a long  M i l l  R iver  a t  Leeds,  
F l o r e n c e  and Bay S t a t e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  secondary  c o r r i d o r  a long  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  r a i l r o a d  a x i s  from c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  
A g r i c u l t u r e  con t inued  a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  a long  Connec t i cu t  meadow- 
l a n d s  t o  Easthampton and Hadley w i t h  d a i r y i n g  on f a v o r a b l e  uplands  
a t  West and North Farms. 

D. Economic Base: 

World War I gave a  tremendous b o o s t  n o t  o n l y  t o  s i l k  p roduc t ion  
( t h e  1920 v a l u e  was 250% of i t s  1914 v a l u e )  , b u t  t o  Pro-phy- lac- t ic  
Brush ,  t h e  c u t l e r y  p l a n t s ,  Norwood E n g i n e e r i n g ,  and numerous o t h e r  
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p l a n t s .  A s  i n  many i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s  of i t s  s i z e ,  however, t h e  
s h a r p  r e d u c t i o n  i n  demand a t  t h e  end of t h e  war caused s e v e r e  
" i n d u s t r i a l  r e a d j u s t m e n t s .  " The s i l k  companies went through 
s e v e r a l  mergers ,  and i n  t h e  e n d ,  1931-32, b o t h  c l o s e d .  The l o s s  
of marke t s  f o r  b o t h  b a s k e t s  and i n d u s t r i a l  f i l t e r s  f o r  Holyoke 
paper  m i l l s  a l s o  c l o s e d  t h e  Wil l iams Basket  Co. and Norwood 
Engineer ing .  

P ro -phy- lac - t i c  Brush ,  w i t h  1000 employees,  was t h e  town 's  l a r g e s t  
employer i n  1930. The p e r i o d  was b rough t  t o  an end by t h e  f l o o d  
c o n t r o l  measures of  t h e  Corps of Eng inee rs :  t h e  M i l l  R iver  Diver-  
s i o n  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of two d i k e s  and a  pumping 
s t a t i o n  i n  1940. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Nor tharnpton con t inued  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  r e s i d e n t i a l  growth 
through t h e  1920s. The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  houses b u i l t  were modest t o  
s u b s t a n t i a l  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e s ;  v e r y  few workers' o r  m u l t i p l e  
f a m i l y  houses w e r e  b u i l t .  Areas  of  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
w e s t e r n  end of Sou th  S t r e e t ,  t h e  C h i l d s  Park  s e c t i o n  of P r o s p e c t  
S t r e e t  and Br idge  Road i n  F l o r e n c e .  S u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  and frame 
Colonia l ,  Dutch C o l o n i a l ,  and Tudor R e v i v a l  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  houses were 
b u i l t  a long  P r o s p e c t  and South  S t r e e t .  More modest one and two 
s t o r y  frame houses w i t h  C o l o n i a l  o r  Tudor Rev iva l  d e t a i l i n g  w e r e  
b u i l t  i n  F l o r e n c e  and o u t l y i n g  neighborhoods of Northampton. Of 
s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  number of bungalows, some 
of c o n c r e t e  b lock  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Many of Northampton's  bungalows 
e x h i b i t  unusua l  f e a t u r e s  such  a s  v e r y  narrow, deep shed dormers ,  
s t u c c o  w i t h  banded s t i ckwork  and deep  overhanging e a v e s .  A l a r g e  
number of bungalows a r e  l o c a t e d  on C r e s c e n t ,  Swan and Graves S t r e e t s .  
Some employ formed c o n c r e t e  b lock  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n d i v i d u a l l y  n o t a b l e  
houses  i n c l u d e  t h e  Norotney House (1925, C h a r l e s  Norotney) , a  two 
s t o r y  s t u c c o  bungalow w i t h  banded windows, t h e  Crook House ( 1 9 2 8 ) ,  
t h e  L e e  House (1923, K a r l  Putnam) , a  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  house 
s t y l e d  a f t e r  17 th -cen tu ry  b r i c k  houses  of V i r g i n i a ,  and 27 Belmont 
Avenue ( c . 1 9 3 0 ) ,  a  s t u c c o  Miss ion  Rev iva l  house w i t h  a  t i l e  roof  
and second s t o r y  l o g g i a .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  con t inued  a t  
Smith C o l l e g e  th rough  t h e  1920s. Anong t h e  l a r g e s t  complexes a t  t h e  
C o l l e g e  i s  The Quadrang le  (1922-36, Ames, Putnam and Dodge, B o s t o n ) ,  
a  group of t e n  d o r m i t o r i e s  i n  a  v a r i e t y  of Georgian Rev iva l  d e s i g n s .  
Other  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  P r e s i d e n t ' s  
House (1919-20, John W.  A m e s ) ,  S c o t t  Gymnasium (1923-24, Ames and 
Dodge),  Sage H a l l  (1924,  Delano and A l d r i c h )  and Alumnae House (1938,  
F .  J. Woodbridge - Evans,  Moore and Woodbridge).  With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  
of Smith ,  t h e  number of munic ipa l  and o t h e r  p r i v a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  was much s m a l l e r .  Among t h e  p e r i o d  
b u i l d i n g s  c o n s t r u c t e d  w e r e  s e v e r a l  churches  i n c l u d i n g  S t .  V a l e n t i n e  
P o l i s h  N a t i o n a l  Church (1932,  H.  J. T o s s i e r )  , a  r e t a r d a t a i r e  b r i c k  
Goth ic  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  and Sacred  H e a r t  church  (1916, John W. 
Donahue) a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  Northampton High School  (1939-40, J. Wil l iams 
Beal  and S o n ) ,  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  and c o n c r e t e  Moderne s t r u c t u r e .  
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Commercial: Compara t ive ly  l i t t l e  commercial c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  
i n  Northampton: King S t r e e t  began t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  commercial c h a r a c t e r  
it now h a s ,  w i t h  a  few a u t o m o b i l e - r e l a t e d  commercial s t r u c t u r e s ,  such 
a s  c o n c r e t e  b lock  g a r a g e s  and t h e  Bluebonnet  D i n e r ,  b u i l t  t h e r e  by 
t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d .  E a r l i e r  commercial b u i l d i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
t h o s e  of t h e  mid 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  were r e f a c e d  o r  remodel led  a t  t h e  
ground f l o o r  and r o o f l i n e .  A few n o t a b l e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  H o t e l  Northampton (1927, H.  L. S tevens  Company, N e w  
York) ,  The F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank (1928,  J. Wil l iams Beal  and Son) and 
t h e  Northampton I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Sav ings  (1916,  Thomas M. J ames) .  
Of t h e s e ,  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank (now P i o n e e r )  i s  t h e  most u n u s u a l ,  
w i t h  low r e l i e f  c a r v i n g  i n  A r t  Deco d e s i g n s .  Also  n o t a b l e  a r e  t h r e e  
Worces ter  d i n e r s ,  t h e  M i s s  F l o r e n c e ,  M i s s  Northampton and Bluebonnet .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The most o u t s t a n d i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p e r i o d  
i s  The C a l v i n  Cool idge  Br idge  (1939,  Desmond and Lord w i t h  Maurice 
R e i d y ) ,  w i t h  eagle-trimmed c o n c r e t e  A r t  Deco py lons .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General :  Northampton's  su rvey  i s  exceed ing ly  w e l l  documented. 
Almost e v e r y  b u i l d i n g  of o u t s t a n d i n g  c h a r a c t e r ,  e i t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  
o r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l ,  i s  i n c l u d e d  a l o n g  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  examples 
of a l l  major  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  and s t y l e s  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  c i t y .  
H i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e l y  t r e a t e d .  The 
o n l y  f l a w s  w i t h  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  a r e  minor:  o f t e n ,  b r a c k e t  d a t e s  from 
d i r e c t o r i e s  and a l t a s e s  a r e  used when more s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  based on 
s t y l i s t i c  ev idence  migh t  be c o n j e c t u r e d .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  always i n c l u d e d  o r  e x t r a p o l a t e d  from neighborhood 
c o n t e x t  and known d a t e d  examples.  Of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  
t h e  town a r e  t h e  q u a l i t y  of i t s  I t a l i a n a t e  and Gothic  Rev iva l  
r e s i d e n c e s  and t h e  e a r l y  and i n v e n t i v e  u s e  of t h e  bungalow form 
and of c o n c r e t e  b l o c k s  a s  a  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  V i r t u a l l y  a l l  of Northampton's  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  -- 
have been i d e n t i f i e d .  There remains  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  d i s t r i c t s  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Bay S t a t e ,  Leeds,  and 
F l o r e n c e  . 
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