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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: 1982 Community: New Salem 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

New Salem's  a r e a  of square  m i l e s  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  t o t a l  f o r  
F rank l in  County towns. The town i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  coun ty ' s  
e a s t e r n  border  wi th  Worcester County. Local t e r r a i n  c o n s i s t s  
p r imar i ly  of moderate uplands  t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  reach between 850 
f e e t  and 1200 f e e t  above sea  l e v e l .  The g r e a t e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  
occur i n  western  New Salem. The h i g h e s t  p o i n t  i s  t h e  nor thern  
peak of Poor Farm H i l l  (1300 f e e t ) .  Other no tab l e  e l e v a t i o n s  
a r e  H a r r i s  H i l l  (996 f e e t )  south  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of North New 
Salem, Ra t t l e snake  H i l l  (838 f e e t )  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of New 
Salem, Packard H i l l  (1281 f e e t )  e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Coo leyv i l l e  
and P r e s c o t t  H i l l  (1048 f e e t )  n o r t h  of t h e  P r e s c o t t  Peninsula .  
Ra t t l esnake  H i l l  i s  t h e  s i t e  of a  soapstone outcrop.  North- 
e a s t e r n  New Salem moderates i n t o  swampy lowlands and i s o l a t e d  
h i l l s .  The l a t t e r  a r e  probably t h e  remnants of g l a c i a l  outwash 
depos i t ed  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  g l a c i a l  ep i sode .  Three g l a c i a l  k e t t l e  
h o l e s  (North and South Spec t ac l e  ponds, B a s s e t t  Pond) a r e  s i t u a t e d  
i n  t h e  southern p o r t i o n  of t h e s e  lowlands. The Quabbin Reservoir  
demarcates most of N e w  Salem's e a s t e r n  border  and a  p o r t i o n  
o f t h e  town's  western  border .  Establ ishment  of t h i s  r e s e r v o i r  
i n  t h e  l a t e  1930s r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  inundat ion of t h e  f e r t i l e  
Swi f t  River Val ley,  o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d  immediately e a s t  of New 
Salem's e a s t e r n  uplands .  Loca l ly ,  t h e  Quabbin i s  f ed  by t h e  
West and Middle Branches of t h e  Swi f t  River and s e v e r a l  brooks.  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g ran ted  a s  township of New Salem i n  1734 from Salem 
(Essex County) wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t  i n  1742 extending south 
from Millers River  (Orange) t o  North P r e s c o t t  a s  oblong t r a c t  
bounded on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  by Nichewoag (Petersham),  n o r t h e a s t  
by Peyquague (Athol)  and west  by Roadtown(Shutesbury). Es tab l i shed  
a s  New Salem d i s t r i c t  i n  1753 de f ined  on sou theas t  by Petersham, 
on south by Pelham ( P r e s c o t t ,  now Quabbin l ands  i n  New Salem),  
on w e s t  by Shutesbury (Wendell) and on t h e  no r th  by Warwick 
(Orange).  Incorpora ted  a s  town of New Salem i n  1775 wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  
l ands  gran ted  from Shutesbury i n  1824. Southern s e c t i o n  included 
a s  town of P r e s c o t t  i n  1822 (wi th  Pelham) d e f i n i n g  boundary 
a t  North P r e s c o t t .  Northern s e c t i o n  t o  M i l l e r s  River included 
with  town of Orange i n  1837 d e f i n i n g  boundary a t  North New Salem 
and adjustment  of e a s t e r n  boundary wi th  Athol i n  1830. S i g n i f i c a n t  
annex of Quabbin Reservoi r  l a n d s  i n  1927 i n c l u d i n s  ma io r i t v  
of P r e s c o t t  and cons ide rab le  s e c t i o n  of E n f i e l d  (1816) wi th  
p o r t i o n s  of Greenwich (1754) d e f i n i n g  e a s t e r n  boundary a long 
Middle Branch of Swi f t  River  (Petersham) and western  boundary 
a long t h e  West Branch of t h e  Swi f t  River  (Pelham) of P r e s c o t t  
Peninsula .  

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

A r u r a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  h i l l  town on t h e  primary c o r r i d o r  between 
Amherst and Orange, New Salem i s  loca t ed  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  uplands 
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with  n a t i v e  si tes r epo r t ed  a t  B e a r ' s  Den and Spec t ac l e  Ponds, 
inc lud ing  suspected l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Swi f t  River Val ley now 
flooded by t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r .  

S e t t l e d  dur ing  mid 18 th  cen tu ry ,  wi th  a g a r r i s o n  s i t e  and ha l f  
cottages around Poor Farm H i l l  and meeting house s i te  a t  New 
Salem Center ,  inc lud ing  an o r i g i n a l  burying ground and r e s t o r e d  
Colonial  house. Limited a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  on t h e  uplands 
t o  North P r e s c o t t  expanded a f t e r  t h e  Revolution wi th  wel l  preserved 
Federa l  c o t t a g e s  i n  Morse V i l l a g e ,  N e w  Salem Center and e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  North New Salem, i nc lud ing  s t y l i s h  houses and landmark church 
i n  a s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  s e t t i n g .  Highland farming cont inued through 
t h e  mid 19 th  cen tu ry  wi th  Greek Revival  houses on Poor Farm 
H i l l  and Shutesbury Road wi th  broad gab le  examples. Extensive  
network of e a r l y  highways remains on P r e s c o t t  Peninsula  from 
t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r  l ands ,  i nc lud ing  o r i g i n a l  s tone  wa l l s .  
New Salem town c e n t e r  su f f e red  f i r e s  wi th  remaining c i v i c  b u i l d i n g s  
of modest Greek Revival  s t y l e ,  inc lud ing  l o c a l  academy wi th  
l a t e r  b u i l d i n g  of Romanesque conc re t e  block des ign .  Limited 
i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  i n  t h e  S w i f t  River Val ley,  wi th  o r i g i n a l  
m i l l  dam a t  Coo leyv i l l e  and f looded si tes of f a c t o r y  v i l l a g e s  
a t  Mi l l ing ton  and E n f i e l d  i n  t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r .  

P re sen t  development most e v i d e n t  along Route 202 from Amherst 
wi th  suburban housing on scen ic  l ands  and t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of 
h i s t o r i c  pe r iod  farmsteads .  N e w  Salem town c e n t e r  s u f f e r s  from 
vacancy of c i v i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  whi le  North New Salem r e t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  
c h a r a c t e r  a s  p reserved  v i l l a g e .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Regional c o r r i d o r  from t h e  Quabbin v a l l e y  t o  c e n t r a l  h igh lands  
and t h e  Connect icut  River .  Probable  north-south t r a i l  from 
west Branch of Swi f t  River (Cooleyvi l l e )  t o  Lake Mattawa (Orange) 
l i k e l y  followed axis of Route 202 a s  Shutesbury-Whitaker Road 
t o  Main S t r e e t  (New Salem C e n t e r ) .  Other north-south r o u t e s  
seem l o g i c a l  a long  t h e  West and Middle Branch of t h e  Swi f t  River 
Valley from a con jec tu red  fordway s i t e  a t  En f i e ld ,  now f looded 
by Quabbin Reservoi r ,  wi th  p o s s i b l e  nor th-south r o u t e  a long 
P r e s c o t t  Peninsula  fo l lowing  course  of P r e s c o t t  H i l l  Road t o  
Mount Ram. East-west  r o u t e s  appear l i k e l y  from Spec tac l e  Ponds, 
pos s ib ly  a t  Blackington Road t o  Brown's H i l l  and B e a r ' s  Den 
(North N e w  Salem).  A l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  around Rat t l esnake  H i l l  

may have followed fragment of Moosehorn Road t o  F isk  H i l l .  Other 
p o s s i b l e  t r a i l  l o c a t i o n s  may be conjec tured  from Mi l l ing ton  
f o r d s i t e  (Quabbin Reservoi r )  t o  Eas t  Main S t r e e t  and Poor Farm 
H i l l .  

B.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

There were no r epo r t ed  n a t i v e  Contact  pe r iod  si tes.  Two undated 
s i t e s  were exposed i n  t h e  former Swi f t  River Valley immediately 
e a s t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  P r e s c o t t  Pen insu la .  Both have s i n c e  then 
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been inundated by t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r .  Per iod  se t t l emen t  
was probably h e a v i e s t  i n  t h e  f e r t i l e  S w i f t  River  Valley ( p r e s e n t l y  
under t h e  wa te r s  of t h e  Quabbin) and t h e  lowlands i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of North Spec t ac l e  Pond, South Spec t ac l e  Pond, B a s s e t t  Pond 
and ad j acen t  t o  Blackington Swamp. Addi t iona l  n a t i v e  s i t e s  
may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  on New Salem's town green (nor thern  
h a l f  of South Main S t r e e t ) ,  t h e  g e n t l e  uplands  e a s t  of Lighthouse 
H i l l  and P r e s c o t t  H i l l .  

C .  Subs i s tence  P a t t e r n s  

The lower Swi f t  River  Valley was probably t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of 
n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e .  Additonal  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  t r a c t s  may have 
been s i t u a t e d  no r th  of Blackington Swamp n o r t h  of t h e  junc t ion  
of Moosehorn Road and North Main S t r e e t ,  New Salem's town green 
and P r e s c o t t  H i l l .  m t i v e  f i s h i n g  most l i k e l y  occurred p r imar i ly  
i n  North Spec t ac l e  Pond, South Spec t ac l e  Pond, B a s s e t t  Pond 
and Hop Brook Pond, formerly  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Swi f t  River Valley 
immediately e a s t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  mouth of Hop Brook. Hunting 
probably took p l a c e  i n  t h e  Swif t  River Val ley,  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  
of t h e  p rev ious ly  mentioned ponds and on t h e  town's  g e n t l e r  
uplands.  

D .  Observat ions  

New Salem's f r e s h  water  ponds and f e r t i l e  lowlands were probably 
capable  of suppor t ing  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  popula t ion .  P o l i t i c a l /  
c u l t u r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  appears  t o  have been toward t h e  n a t i v e  
groups i n h a b i t i n g  c e n t r a l  Massachusetts  r a t h e r  than those  of 
t h e  Connect icut  River  Val ley.  The g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x t a n t  
pe r iod  s i t e s  should be  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of New Salem's  t h r e e  
e x i s t i n g  n a t u r a l  ponds, t h e  S w i f t  River  Val ley,  t h e  lowlands 
i n  t h e  gene ra l  v i c i n i t y  of and n o r t h  of Blackington Swamp and 
P r e s c o t t  H i l l .  The p r e s e n t  shore  of t h e  Quabbin Reservoir  should 
be examined f o r  evidence of n a t i v e  pe r iod  s i t e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
dur ing  p e r i o d s  of drought .  

V. PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Native t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  r o u t e s  from Connect icut  t o  
t h e  Quabbin v a l l e y .  

B.  Popula t ion  

The New Salem a r e a  probably cont inued t o  be  i n h a b i t e d  by a  r e l a t i v e l y  
s u b s t a n t i a l  n a t i v e  popula t ion .  

The town lacked a  c o l o n i a l  popula t ion  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1730s. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

The only r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  n a t i v e  pe r iod  s i te  was one s i t u a t e d  
i n  t h e  B e a r ' s  Den. This  l o c a t i o n  was r epu ted ly  an important  
n a t i v e  meeting p l ace .  T r a d i t i o n a l  l o r e  s t a t e s  t h a t  King P h i l i p  
met he re  wi th  a r e a  n a t i v e  l e a d e r s  i n  an a t t empt  t o  ga in  t h e i r  
support  i n  f i g h t i n g  t h e  Engl i sh  du r ing  King P h i l i p ' s  War (N.A.  
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1904:14). The n a t i v e  camp w a s  abandoned dur ing  t h e  Anglo-Indian 
c o n f l i c t .  

D .  Economic Base 

Native subs i s t ence  p a t t e r n s  were l i k e l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  suggested 
f o r  t h e  Contact  pe r iod .  Development of t h e  Anglo-Indian f u r  
t r a d e  i n  t h e  middle Connect icut  River Val ley probably encouraged 
increased  n a t i v e  hunt ing and t r a p p i n g  f o  fur -bear ing  animals  
i n  t h e  New Salem a r e a .  

Colonial  s e t t l e r s  from s e t t l e m e n t s  such a s  Hadley and Sunderland 
may have occas iona l ly  hunted o r  f i s h e d  i n  New Salem. 

E .  Observat ions  

New Salem appears  t o  have remained e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s i t e  of moderate 
t o  l a r g e  seasona l  n a t i v e  hunt ing  and f i s h i n g  sites. Secondary 
sources  sugges t  t h i s  a r e a  probably f e l l  on t h e  western  per iphery  
of t h e  Nipmucs of c e n t r a l  Massachusetts .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of eas t -west  c o r r i d o r  wi th  Lancaster  
highway (1735) appa ren t ly  fo l lowing  Shutesbury Road from Cooleyvi l l e  
t o  Mi l l ing ton  (Quabbin R e s e r v o i r ) .  Location of New S a l e m  meeting 
house (1739) e s t a b l i s h e d  r a d i a l  highway system from t h e  town 
c e n t e r ,  i nc lud ing  East-West Main S t r e e t  and North-South Main 
S t r e e t .  Other p e r i o d  highways included eas t -wes t  Moosehorn 
Road from n a t i v e  t r a i l  t o  Spec t ac l e  Pond and d i v i s i o n  rangeways 
t o  P r e s c o t t  Road (North P r e s c o t t ) .  Se t t l ement  of Equiva len t  
Lands (Pelham) e s t a b l i s h e d  a  highway network on P r e s c o t t  H i l l  
and Mount P l easan t ,  now unnamed p r i v a t e  roads  i n  Quabbin Reservation 
wi th  s i m i l a r  network extending south on P r e s c o t t  Peninsula  t o  
Mount Ram (Enf i e ld )  from Greenwich d i v i s i o n s  (1754) ,  a l s o  Quabbin 
~ e s e r v a t i o n . L o c a t i o n  of highway system along t h e  Swi f t  River 
Valley from Mount Ram t o  Mount E l  remains unc l ea r ,  now f looded 
by t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r .  

B.  Populat ion 

New Salem probably was occupied p e r i o d i c a l l y  by n a t i v e  hunt ing  
and f i s h i n g  bands w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1 8 t h  cen tury .  

I n  c a .  1750, t h e  c o l o n i a l  se t t l emen c o n s i s t e d  of approximately 
250 r e s i d e n t s .  Community growth w a s  modest between t h i s  d a t e  
and 1765, when t h e  popula t ion  s tood a t  375 i n h a b i t a n t s  ( i nc lud ing  
one b a l c k ) ,  69 f a m i l i e s  and 62 houses.  However, t h e  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l emen t  had a lmost  t r i p l e d  i n  s i z e  between 1765 and 1776. 
By t h e  l a t t e r  d a t e ,  New Salem had 910 i n h a b i t a n t s .  Per iod  s e t t l e r s  
were p r i m a r i l y  former r e s i d e n t s  of Salem and Middleboro (Barber 
1839: 201 ,  N.A. 1904:16).  Others  moved from Danvers. The v a s t  
ma jo r i t y  of t h e  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  Congrega t iona l i s t s .  However, 
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a small  B a p t i s t  f a c t i o n  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  town by t h e  e a r l y  1770s. 

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

A s  mentioned p rev ious ly ,  some n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  probably continued i n  
p r e s e n t  New Salem i n t o  t h e  18 th  cen tu ry .  

Colonia l  s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  r e l a t i v e l y  d i s p e r s e d  throughout most 
of t h e  Colonia l  pe r iod .  Per iod  s e t t l e m e n t  was encouraged when 
t h e  Massachusetts  General Court i s sued  a  g r a n t  t o  60 Salem r e s i d e n t s  
f o r  a  6-square miletownship i n  1734. The f i r s t  repu ted  s e t t l e r  
was Jeremiah Meacham, who e s t a b l i s h e d  a home i n  N e w  Salem's 
nor thwestern  uplands  on North Main S t r e e t  i n  c a .  1737. He was 
followed by o t h e r s  such a s  Samuel King and Benjamin S tacy ,  who 
b u i l t  homes i n  c e n t r a l  New Salem i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Cooleyvi l l e  
and on t h e  western  p o r t i o n  of Shutesbury Road ( e a s t  of i t s  junct ion 
wi th  Hop Brook).  By ca .  1740, a  smal l  s e t t l e m e n t  node had begun 
t o  develop i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of N e w  Salem. The town's  f i r s t  meeting 
house (completed i n  ca .  1739) was s i t u a t e d  on South Main S t r e e t  
on t h e  s i te  of t h e  p r e s e n t  Un i t a r i an  Church. A pound was a l s o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  on South Main S t r e e t  s l i g h t l y  sou th  of t h e  meeting 
house i n  ca .  1737. I n  ca .  1740, a  f o r t  was e r e c t e d  on South 
Main S t r e e t ,  s l i g h t l y  s o u t h e a s t  of t h e  meeting house. A second 
f o r t  was cons t ruc t ed  a t  an undetermined l o c a t i o n ,  probably a t  
about t h e  same t i m e .  Addi t iona l  contemporary homes were cons t ruc ted  
on P r e s c o t t  H i l l  and no r th  and e a s t  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of North 
P r e s c o t t  a s  p a r t  of s e t t l e m e n t  expansion from p r e s e n t  Pelham. 
A d i s t r i c t  (Pelham) school house was b u i l t  on P r e s c o t t  H i l l  
i n  ca .  17 54, whi le  a  B a p t i s t  church was e r e c t e d  s l i g h t l y  sou theas t  
of North P r e s c o t t  i n  c a .  1772. Some pe r iod  homes w e r e  probably 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Swi f t  River  Val ley ( e a s t  of t h e  e a s t e r n  shore  
of t h e  P r e s c o t t  Pen insu la )  a s  s e t t l e m e n t  expanded w e s t  from 
Greenwich. 

Economic Base 

Local r e s i d e n t s  focused on a g r i c u l t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i v e s t o c k  
product ion.  Crop produc t ion  was i n h i b i t e d  by t h e  a r e a ' s  h i l l y  
t e r r a i n  and g e n e r a l l y  g r a v e l l y  s o i l .  I n d u s t r i a l  development 
was poor ly  documented. The e a r l i e s t  documentation of a  pe r iod  
m i l l  was ca .  1740, when James Cook began ope ra i ton  of a  g r i s t  
m i l l  two mi l e s  sou th  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of N e w  Salem, probably on 
Hop Brook. U n t i l  t h i s  d a t e ,  l c o a l  r e s i d e n t s  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  g r a i n  
t o  North Hadley where it was ground (Sy lves t e r  1879: 11, 667) .  
Jeremiah B a l l a r d  and Jeremiah Meacham began ope ra t ion  of a  sawmill 
i n  t h e  " e a s t e r n  p a r t  of N e w  Salem on t h e  Middle Branch of t h e  
Swi f t  River"  i n  ca. 1750 (N.A. 1904:17).  The f i r s t  l o c a l  t avern  
was probably e s t a b l i s h e d  by James Cook a f t e r  1740, two mi les  
south of t h e  v i l l a g e  of New Salem. A second t ave rn  was p u t  
i n t o  ope ra t ion  i n  ca .  1758 by William Conkey between P r e s c o t t  
H i l l  and Pelham ( t h e  s i t e  was probably inundated by t h e  Quabbin 
R e s e r v o i r ) .  The l a t e s t  documented pe r iod  t ave rn  was opened 
i n  c a .  1773 by Benjamin Haskel l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of North New 
Salem. 
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Arch i t ec tu re  

Of 62 houses s t and ing  i n  t h e  town i n  1765, none a r e  known t o  
surv ive .  Only one house of t h e  pe r iod  (Haskell-Phelon House, 
1773) i s  recorded i n  l o c a l  inventory .  The Haskell-Phelon House 
e x h i b i t s  t h e  s tandard  post-1750 p l an  wi th  a c e n t e r  chimney, 
f ive-bay f r o n t  and two-bay depth;  t h e  en t r ance  surround appears  
t o  d a t e  from t h e  Federa l  pe r iod .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  meeting 
house was descr ibed  a s  be ing  "planked" may sugges t  t h a t  plank 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  was employed i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  houses cons t ruc t ed .  
The Greek Revival  O l ive r  House (MHC B62) i s  plank framed and 
might i n  f a c t  d a t e  from t h e  Colonia l  pe r iod .  I n  1736, t h e  town's  
Salem p r o p r i e t o r s  voted t o  b u i l d  a 4 0 '  x 30'  x 1 8 '  meeting house. 
One was n o t  cons t ruc t ed ,  however, u n t i l  two y e a r s  a f t e r  s e t t l emen t  
of t h e  a r e a  i n  1737. The 1739 meeting houlse had dimensions 
of 45'  x 35 '  x 20 ' .  Holland s t a t e s  t h a t  " t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  f i r s t  
meeting house w e r e  planked s o  a s  t o  be  impervious t o  musket 
b a l l s ,  i n  c a s e  of an a t t a c k  whi le  t h e  people  were assembled 
wi th in"  (Holland 1855:399). Reference t o  planking may i n d i c a t e  
plank c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( t h i c k  s t r u c t u r a l  p lanks  r a b e t t e d  i n t o  a 
g r o u n d s i l l  and a p l a t e  and braced from wi th in )  o r  it may simply 
i n d i c a t e  t h e  u s e  of an e x t r a  l a y e r  of plank shea t ing .  I n  1772, 
a B a p t i s t  Soc i e ty  was organized and a meeting house b u i l t  on 
t h e  Prescott/New Salem l i n e .  Nei ther  of t h e  town's  two meeting 
houses s t i l l  s tand .  

F. Observat ions  

New Salem was one of a number of p e r i o d  upland towns e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  Connect icut  River  Val ley s tudy u n i t  through land  g r a n t s  
made t o  King P h i l i p ' s  War and l a t e r  Ind ian  war ve t e r ans .  The 
s e t t l e m e n t ' s  B a p t i s t  popula t ion  was p a r t  of a B a p t i s t  f a c t i o n  
s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h i s  town and t h e  a d j a c e n t  communities 
of Shutesbury,  Leve re t t ,  Montague and poss ib ly  Sunderland. Research 
should be  undertaken t o  determine i f  t h e r e  was a r e l i g i o u s  and 
s o c i a l  network connect ing t h e  B a p t i s t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e s e  s e t t l emen t s .  
The b a s i c  l a y o u t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  c e n t e r  ( v i l l a g e  of New Salem) 
of New Salem appears  t o  be  r e l a t i v e l y  i n t a c t .  This  l o c a t i o n  
a l s o  has  good a rchaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  pe r iod  si tes along 
wi th  P r e s c o t t  H i l l  and P r e s c o t t  Pen insu la .  The l a t t e r  two a r e a s  
a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  promising,  s i n c e  l i t t l e  development has  occurred 
t h e r e  s i n c e  t h e  r a z i n g  and removal of b u i l d i n g s  du r ing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A .  Transpor t a t i on  Routes 

Local highway system focused on New Salem Center  on East-West 
and North-South Main S t r e e t .  Primary eas t -west  highways t o  
Wendell from Petersham followed Moosehorn Road from Spec tac l e  
Ponds around Ra t t l e snake  H i l l  and Blackington-Fay-Neilson Road 
t o  North New Salem. Local connector  from town c e n t e r  t o  North 
N e w  Salem extended from North Main S t r e e t  wi th  Wendell Road 
t o  nor thwest .  Location of P r e s c o t t  meeting house (1790-1822) 
apparen t ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  l o c a l  highway connec tors  on P r e s c o t t  
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H i l l  w i th  s i m i l a r  network from E n f i e l d  Center  (1787) along t h e  
Swi f t  River  Val ley (Quabbin Rese rvo i r ) .  

B . Populat ion 

I n  1776, wi th  a  popula t ion  of 910, N e w  Salem was t h e  l a r g e s t  
town i n  F rank l in  County. I n  t h e  succeeding fou r t een  y e a r s ,  
t h e  town grew by ano the r  70%. I n  1790, wi th  a  popula t ion  of 
1 ,543,  it was second only t o  Conway. Although New Salem continued 
t o  grow u n t i l  1820, a f t e r  t h e  census  y e a r  1800, t h e  r a p i d  rise 
s lackened.  Between 1810 and 1820, t h e  town grew by only 4 perscns  
a  y e a r ,  down sharp ly  from t h e  r a t e  of over 40-per y e a r  average 
of 1776-1800. I n  1820, New Salem repor t ed  2,146 r e s i d e n t s  -- 
over t h r e e  t imes  t h e  popula t ion  i n  1975. With t h e  t a k i n g  of 
t h e  southern p a r t  of New Salem f o r  t h e  new town of P r e s c o t t  
i n  1822, N e w  Salem l o s t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y .  By 1830, t h e  town r epo r t ed  
only  1,889 r e s i d e n t s .  However, because of t h e  d e c l i n i n g  numbers 
i n  much of t h e  county i n  t h e  l a s t  decades,  New Salem was s t i l l  
t h e  second l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  county,  a f t e r  Deerf i e l d .  

C.  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

C iv i c  a c t i v i t i e s  remained i n  New Salem Center  wi th  a d d i t i o n a l  
focus  of academy (1795) around town common extended a long t h e  
Main S t r e e t  a x i s .  Secondary v i l l a g e  c e n t e r s  developed a t  North 
New Salem wi th  a t tempted meeting house (1807) and a t  South New 
Salem (North P r e s c o t t )  w i th  Bapt i sh  church (1800) .  Formation 
of Pelham Eas t  P a r i s h  (1786) e s t a b l i s h e d  meeting house focus  
a t  P r e s c o t t  Center  and expanded wi th  i nco rpo ra t ion  of town (1822).  
Upland a g r i c u l t u r e  cont inued a s  primary a c t i v i t y  from P r e s c o t t  
H i l l  t o  Poor Farm H i l l  around New Salem Center  wi th  lowland 
farming a long  t h e  Swi f t  River  Val ley (Quabbin Reservoi r )  t o  
North New Salem. Highland a r e a s  cont inued a s  lumbering d i s t r i c t  
wi th  cont inued expansion of l o c a l  m i l l  s i tes along Swi f t  River 
branches a t  Mi l l ing ton  and Coo leyv i l l e .  Formation of important  
economic focus  a t  E n f i e l d  lower v i l l a g e  on S w i f t  River  dam with  
South Greenwich meeting house (1787) and t e x t i l e  f a c t o r y  (1813) 
expanded a s  c i v i c  focus  w i th  format ion of town (1816) .  Secondary 
c e n t e r  formed a s  E n f i e l d  upper v i l l a g e  (Smi th ' s )  wi th  m i l l  dam 
and t e x t i l e  f a c t o r y  (1812-13) on Swi f t  River .  

D .  Economic Base 

Predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy wi th  smal l  saw and g r i s t  
m i l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The making of palm-leaf h a t s ,  a  major i ndus t ry  
by t h e  1830s, was begun i n  what i s  now Orange (probably then 
t h e  no r the rn  p a r t  of New Salem) i n  1805 by Abner and Jacob Whitney. 
About 1826, t h e  bus ines s  was begun i n  E n f i e l d ,  where t h r e e  t r a d e r s  
w e r e  l o c a t e d ;  and i n  1832, John Fairbank opened a  shop i n  Ware. 
Thus, t h e  spread  of t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n  New Salem and P r e s c o t t  (now 
p a r t  of New Salem) was a s s u r e d .  I n  1832 N e w  Salem repor t ed  
product ion of palm-leaf h a t s  valued a t  $27,500, t h e  h i g h e s t  
va lue  r epo r t ed  i n  t h e  county.  (Much of t h e  produc t ion ,  however, 
may have been i n  what i s  now t h e  town of Orange, f o r  a f t e r  t h e  
boundary l i n e s  w e r e  a d j u s t e d  i n  1837, Orange became t h e  l ead ing  
town i n  palm-leaf h a t  p roduc t ion ) .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

Res iden t i a l :  Approximately t h r e e  dozen houses and c o t t a g e s  
of t h e  Federa l  pe r iod  surv ive  i n  N e w  Salem. These inc lude  s t r u c t u r e s  
a t  N e w  Salem and a t  North New Salem, which began t o  develop 
i n  t h e  pe r iod .  These inc lude  approximately equa l  numbers of 
houses and c o t t a g e s .  For houses,  double i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  
h a l l  p l a n s  predominated, whi le  f o r  c o t t a g e s ,  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney 
plan was s tandard .  Severa l  houses appeared t o  have been en la rged  
i n  t h e  pe r iod  and may have o r i g i n a t e d  (some perhaps i n  t h e  Colonial  
pe r iod )  a s  h a l f  houses;  houses e x h i b i t i n g  s i g n s  of having been 
en la rged  a r e  t h e  Hillman House ( c a .  1785) and t h e  Adams-Coolidge 
House (ca .  1811) .  I n  t h e  former i n s t a n c e ,  mismatched chimneys, 
and i n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  unevenly s e t  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  sugges t  enlargement 
o r  some o t h e r  a l t e r a t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d .  Of s p e c i a l  
no t e  a r e  s e v e r a l  houses i n  t h e  town e x h i b i t i n g  high q u a l i t y  
d e t a i l s  of which t h e  s a l i e n t  element i s  a deep and fu l ly -expressed  
Doric a r c h i t r a v e ;  u s e  of t h e  f u l l  Doric a r c h i t r a v e  was noted 
on bo th  t h e  Samuel C .  Al len  (1809-1816; H-US MASS 846) and t h e  
Foster-Hunting ( ca .  1793) Houses and may i n d i c a t e  t h e  work of 
an ind iv idua l  l o c a l  b u i l d e r .  Other n o t a b l e  houses a r e  t h e  Hillman 
House wi th  a pedimented Connect icut  Val ley en t r ance  surround,  
and t h e  Cogswell-Stowell House (1808) ,  an end chimney b r i c k  
house wi th  end gab le  overhang and framed a t t i c .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Meeting houses w e r e  b u i l t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  
and a t  North New Salem i n  t h e  per iod .  I n  1794, "a new and commodious 
house of worship, - probably t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  county of Hampshire 
a t  t h a t  t ime" (Holland 1855:401) was b u i l t  by t h e  F i r s t  Pa r i sh .  
The p r e s e n t  Un i t a r i an  church i s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e :  a two-and- 
a-half  s t o r y  b u i l d i n g ,  it f e a t u r e s  Gothic Revival  l a n c e t  windows 
and a two-stage b e l f r y  wi th  s p i r e .  A meeting house was b u i l t  
no r th  of t h e  c e n t e r  i n  1806, b u t  it was n o t  u n t i l  1824 t h a t  
t h e  Second Congregational  a t  North N e w  Salem was organized a s  
a r e s u l t  of t h e  T r i n i t a r i a n / U n i t a r i a n  schism. The North Con- 
g r e g a t i o n a l  Church, moved and en la rged  i n  1836 b u t  r e t a i n i n g  
t h e  e lements  of t h e  1806 bu i ld ing ,  s t i l l  s t ands .  A U n i v e r s a l i s t  
Soc i e ty  had been founded a t  North New Salem i n  1800, b u t  never  
f l o u r i s h e d ;  i n  1829, Methodis ts  organized i n  t h e  southern h a l f  
of town. I n  1795, t h e  New Salem Academy was e s t a b l i s h e d  and 
an academy b u i l d i n g ,  which s tood  u n t i l  1837, cons t ruc t ed .  Other 
educa t iona l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  pe r iod  s t i l l  s t and ing  are t h e  Center  
Grammar School,  a one-story s ide-en te red  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  a 1941 
a d d i t i o n  and a three-by- three  bay s ide-en te red  b u i l d i n g  (MHC 
63) which was probably a school ,  on Neilson Road. 

Commercial: The only "commercial" s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  pe r iod  i s  
t h e  Al len Law O f f i c e  (1829-34), h ip-roofed,  one-story one- 
room b u i l d i n g  wi th  a c e n t e r  en t r ance .  The Perry-Marshall House 
(ca .  1785) ,  a h a l f - h i p  roofed house wi th  double f ive-bay facades  
which burned i n  1929, probably was cons t ruc t ed  as a t ave rn ;  
t h e  h a l f - h i p  roof form and double facades  g e n e r a l l y  i n d i c a t e  
u se  a s  a t a v e r n .  
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V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRKAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Local highway system remained focused around New Salem Center 
wi th  connec t ions  t o  P r e s c o t t  and North New Salem. Expansion 
of l o c a l  s t r e e t  g r i d  around E n f i e l d  Center  t o  Smi th ' s  V i l l age  
a long t h e  Swi f t  River  (Quabbin Reservoi r )  wi th  p r o j e c t e d  r a i l r o a d  
t o  Athol.  

B .  Popula t ion  

New Salem l o s t  more t e r r i t o r y  and popula t ion  i n  1830 and 1837 
when p a r t s  were annexed t o  Athol and Orange. And b u t  f o r  a 
b r i e f  rise dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War y e a r s ,  New Salem, l i k e  most 
of t h e  county h i l l  towns, cont inued t o  l o s e  r e s i d e n t s .  P r e s c o t t ,  
which f i r s t  r epo r t ed  a popula t ion  f i g u r e  i n  1830, peaked a decade 
l a t e r  a t  780,  and, l i k e  New Salem, dec l ined  t h e r e a f t e r .  Nei ther  
town had more than f i v e  foreign-born r e s i d e n t s .  

C .  Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

New Salem Center  remained a s  t h e  l o c a l  c i v i c  focus  of t h e  upland 
farming d i s t r i c t ,  wi th  a secondary c e n t e r  a t  North New Salem 
around t h e  meeting house (1836) extending t o  Morse V i l l age .  
P r e s c o t t  Center  l i kewise  cont inued a s  t h e  focus  of c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  
wi th  a secondary c e n t e r  a t  North P r e s c o t t .  M i l l  v i l l a g e s  maintained 
a t  Coo leyv i l l e  and Mi l l ing ton  wi th  cont inued expansion of Enf i e ld  
Center  a s  t h e  economic and c i v i c  focus  of t h e  Swi f t  River  Valley 
farming d i s t r i c t  (Quabbin R e s e r v o i r ) ,  i nc lud ing  secondary c e n t e r  
a t  Smi th ' s  V i l l a g e .  

D .  Economic Base 

Predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy wi th  tann ing ,  lumbering, 
and home manufacture of palm-leaf h a t s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a u x i l i a r y  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Mi l l ing ton  and Coo leyv i l l e  developed a s  smal l  m i l l  
communities. 

With t h e  coming of t h e  r a i l r o a d  through Orange, New Salem's 
lumber produc t ion  inc reased  by a f a c t o r  of 21 by 1855. I n  t h a t  
yea r ,  New Salem s e n t  t o  market 2,505,000 f e e t  of lumber, second 
h i g h e s t  q u a n t i t y  i n  t h e  county a f t e r  Montague. 

Two t a n n e r i e s  i n  1837 produced $10,000 worth of l e a t h e r ,  second 
h i g h e s t  l e a t h e r  va lue  i n  t h e  county.  The l e a t h e r ,  l i k e  t h e  
palm-leaf h a t s ,  was taken over land t o  Boston f o r  s a l e .  Tanning 
remained t h e  second l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  i n  town (judged by product  
va lue)  u n t i l  t h e  C i i v i l  War. Though New Salem temporar i ly  l o s t  
i t s  primacy i n  palm-leaf h a t  making t o  Orange, i n  1865 t h e  bus iness  
employed 300 women making h a t s  valued a t  $11,097 -- much t h e  
h i g h e s t  va lue  r epo r t ed  by any F rank l in  County town. A h a t  shop 
i n  North Dana supp l i ed  much of t h e  palm-leaf used.  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Steady expansion of t h e  v i l l a g e s  of New Salem 
and North New Salem occurred through t h e  1840s, whi le  new v i l l a g e s  
developed a t  Coo leyv i l l e  and Mi l l ing ton .  Rural  roads  o u t l y i n g  
t h e  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r s  cont inued t o  develop wi th  s c a t t e r e d  c o t t a g e  
farmsteads .  R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  appeared t o  
have taken p l a c e  a f t e r  1850, however, and i n  gene ra l ,  t h e  houses 
and c o t t a g e s  of t h e  pe r iod  a r e  modest and conse rva t ive  i n  com- 
pa r i son  wi th  t hose  of t h e  Federa l  pe r iod .  Cot tages  a r e  by f a r  
t h e  predominant house type ,  wi th  t h e  conse rva t ive  c e n t e r  chimney 
p lan  be ing  t h e  most common p l an  employed. Of n o t e  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  
common inc idence  of t h e  gab le  f r o n t ,  f ive-bay wide c e n t e r  en t r ance  
form. Far  less numerous a r e  s i d e h a l l  o r  c e n t e r  h a l l  (double 
i n t e r i o r  o r  end chimney) p l an  houses and c o t t a g e s .  Almost a l l  
t h e  houses of t h e  pe r iod  a r e  Greek Revival  i n  s t y l e .  Despi te  
t h e  apparen t  o v e r a l l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  conservat ism of t h e  town, 
t h e r e  a r e  a number of p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u b s t a n t i a l  Greek Revival  
houses , i nc lud ing  t h e  Cook Eastman c o t t a g e  ( ~ a . 1 8 4 0 ) ~  t h e  Whipple 
House (1854, P o r t e r  Eaton, b u i l d e r ) ,  t h e  Burrage-Harris  House 
( ca .  1840) and t h e  El l i s -Spauld ing  House ( ca .  1837) ,  a  r a r e  
double house. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Seve ra l  important  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  
cons t ruc t ed  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r .  These i nc lude  t h e  p r e s e n t  Center  
Congregational  Church (1854) organized a s  t h e  Thi rd  Congregational  
Soc ie ty  i n  1845, t h e  Academy (1837) and t h e  Town Hal l  (1839).  
Of t h e s e ,  t h e  Town Ha l l ,  a  gabled one-story c e n t e r  en t r ance  
b u i l d i n g ,  i s  t h e  s imp les t .  The Academy i s  a two-story c e n t e r  
en t r ance  Greek Revival  b u i l d i n g  wi th  a two-stage c e n t e r  en t r ance  
Greek Revival  bu i ld ingwi th  a two-stage square  b e l f r y  wi th  p innac l e s  
and a f re twork  b a l u s t r a d e .  The Greek Revival  Center  Congregational  
Church inco rpo ra t e s  double  e n t r a n c e s  wi th  peaked l i n t e l s ,  a  
p i l a s t e r e d  facade  and a two-stage square  b e l f r y  w i th  s p i r e .  
Of s e v e r a l  schools  b u i l t  i n  t h e  pe r iod ,  none a r e  known t o  surv ive ,  
bu t  most w e r e  end gabled frame one-story b u i l d i n g s  wi th  double 
en t r ances .  A b r i c k  school was b u i l t  a t  Mi l l ing ton  i n  t h e  pe r iod .  

Commercial: No commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  pe r iod  a r e  known 
t o  su rv ive .  I n  1840, a b r i c k  h o t e l  (burned 1903) was cons t ruc ted  
a t  Mi l l ing ton .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (18 70-1915) 

A. T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of nor th-south c o r r i d o r  a long Swi f t  
River Val ley from E n f i e l d  t o  Mi l l ing ton  wi th  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  Athol 
and Nor theas te rn  Rai l road  (1872) now abandoned wi th  p o r t i o n s  
of roadbed i n t a c t  from South Athol (Quabbin R e s e r v o i r ) .  No 
s t r e e t  ra i lway  l i n e s  through a r e a .  
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B . Populat ion 

Both New Salem and P r e s c o t t  cont inued t o  d e c l i n e  throughout 
t h e  pe r iod ,  l o s i n g  36% and 45% of t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  popula t ions .  
New Salem's g r e a t e s t  l o s s  came i n  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  1900-1905, 
when t h e  town l o s t  135 r e s i d e n t s .  I n  1915, New Salem's popula t ion  
s tood a t  625, P r e s c o t t ' s  a t  299. Nei ther  town r epo r t ed  any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  immigrant groups.  

Se t t l ement  P a t t e r n s  

Local c i v i c  c e n t e r s  mainta ined a t  New Salem and P r e s c o t t  wi th  
secondary v i l l a g e s  a t  North New Salem and North P r e s c o t t  i n  
upland d a i r y  farming d i s t r i c t .  Primary economic focus  expanded 
a t  En f i e ld  Center  wi th  r eg iona l  r a i l r o a d  connec t ions  (1873) 
along t h e  Swi f t  River  Val ley (Quabbin Reservoi r )  wi th  secondary 
focus  a t  Mi l l ing ton  around l o c a l  creamery (1894).  

D .  Economic Base 

Predominantly agr icul turaleconomy wi th  marked i n c r e a s e  i n  d a i r y  
product ion.  Cheese f a c t o r i e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  both  N e w  Salem 
and P r e s c o t t .  I n  1880, New Salem's  cheese  made it t h e  l ead ing  
cheese  producer i n  t h e  county.  A creamery b u i l t  i n  Mi l l ing ton  
i n  1895 shipped b u t t e r  t o  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  s t a t e .  I n  t h e  
1890s, s e v e r a l  r e s i d e n t s  began commercial f l o r a l  product ion.  
Walter  Crowl s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  bedding p l a n t s ,  pans i e s ,  tomatoes, 
and geraniums; Cyrus Crowl began t h e  Crowl Fern Company, which, 
before  it c losed  about  1930, s e n t  l a u r e l ,  f e r n s ,  and greenery 
t o  deco ra t e  t h e  C a p i t o l  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  two p r e s i d e n t i a l  inaugura t ions .  
A paper m i l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  nea r  t h e  New Salem depot about  1898 
by Harry C a r l i s l e  of Shutesbury and Edwin Stowel l  of New Salem 
survived only two y e a r s  be fo re  be ing  des t royed  by f i r e .  

U n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  was t h e  Climax E l e c t r i c  Works of Levi Fdagg. 
Some t i m e  a f t e r  1900, Flagg began producing one-cyl inder  gaso l ine  
engines ,  cyc l e ,  and automobile p a r t s ,  c o n s t r u c t i n g  about  1909 
[ ? I  a  machine shop nea r  t h e  town c e n t e r .  The b u i l d i n g  was 
r epu ted ly  cons t ruc t ed  of cement b locks  made f o r  t h e  new Academy 
bu i ld ing .  

E .  Arch i t ec tu re  

Very l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  
Only a  few s c a t t e r e d  c o t t a g e s  and two i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
of no t e  were observed.  The i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  both  b u i l t  
f o r  t h e  New Salem Academy, a r e  Academy Hal l  (1871) and t h e  new 
Academy b u i l d i n g  (1908) .  Academy Ha l l  i s  a  three-and-a-half 
s t o r y  frame b racke t t ed  I t a l i a n a t e  dormitory bu i ld ing  wi th  a  
mansard r o o f .  The new Academy i s  a  h i p  roofed,  two-and-a-half 
s t o r y  Romanesque Revival  b u i l d i n g  of conc re t e  block cons t ruc t ion  
wi th  an arched en t r ance  and th ree - s to ry  domed tower;  it i s  no tab le  
a s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  and most e l a b o r a t e  b u i l d i n g s  of conc re t e  
block c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  county.  Other b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  pe r iod  
a r e  a  gabled I t a l i a n a t e  s t o r e  (1876) and t h e  conc re t e  block 
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Climax E l e c t r i c  works ( a s  e a r l y  as 1909) .  One o t h e r  conc re t e  
block s t r u c t u r e  (Moore's Ha l l )  was b u i l t  a t  Mi l l ing ton  i n  t h e  
per iod .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T ranspor t a t i on  Routes 

Improvement of nor th-south c o r r i d o r  wi th  r e g i o n a l  a u t o  highway 
a s  U .  S. Route 202 from Amherst t o  Athol bypassing New Salem 
Center  and c r o s s i n g  t h e  Swif t  River a t  H a r r i s  H i l l .  Secondary 
north-south a u t o  highway l o c a t e d  a long  t h e  Swi f t  River  Val ley 
a s  Route 2 1  from Enf i e ld  t o  Athol ,  abandoned with  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
r o u t e  f o r  Quabbin Reservoi r  (1938) .  Secondary eas t -west  connector 
l oca t ed  a c r o s s  Quabbin Reservat ion a s  Route 122 from Orange 
t o  Worcester a t  Route 202 junc t ion  (North New Salem).  

B .  Popula t ion  

But f o r  a s h o r t  pe r iod  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930s, N e w  Salem's populat ion 
cont inued t o  d e c l i n e  d e s p i t e  t h e  51.6% i n c r e a s e  i n  i t s  t e r r i t o r y  
i n  1938. I n  1940, New Salem repor t ed  357 r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  town's  
popula t ion  n a d i r .  P r e s c o t t  cont inued i t s  slow d e c l i n e  u n t i l  
1925 when it repor t ed  230 r e s i d e n t s .  I n  1927, land a c q u i s i t i o n  
by t h e  Metropol i tan D i s t r i c t  Commission was begun. Three y e a r s  
l a t e r  only  48 persons  were l e f t  i n  P r e s c o t t ;  i n  1935 only 18. 
And then t h e r e  were none. 

C .  Se t t l emen t  P a t t e r n s  

S i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  occurred wi th  
t h e  f l ood ing  of t h e  S w i f t  River  Valley farming d i s t r i c t  (1927- 
1937) f o r  t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r ,  i nc lud ing  c l e a r a n c e  of t h e  
Enf i e ld  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  and Mi l l ing ton ,  and t h e  d i s l o c a t i o n  
of P r e s c o t t  Center  and North P r e s c o t t  v i l l a g e  on t h e  upland 
p l a t eau .  Local c i v i c  focus  remained i n t a c t  a t  New Salem Center  
wi th  commercial expansion a long Route 2 0 2  bypass and secondary 
focus  a t  North New Salem. 

D .  Economic Base 

No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  Although New Salem l o s t  one community, 
Mi l l ing ton ,  t o  t h e  wa te r s  of t h e  Quabbin Reservoi r ,  it gained 
some 15.34 square  mi l e s  of what had been P r e s c o t t ,  Greenwich, 
and E n f i e l d ,  g iv ing  t h e  town t h e  l a r g e s t  amount of t e r r i t o r y  
of any i n  t h e  county.  

E.  Arch i t ec tu re  

Almost no c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  t h e  pe r iod .  A Colonia l  
Revival Town Hal l  (1937; Jones  A. B r i t t o n ,  Green f i e ld )  wi th  
round arched f i r s t  f l o o r  windows, p r o j e c t i n g  gabled c e n t e r  en t rance  
bay and octagonal  cupola .  I n  1941, a Colonia l  Revival  a d d i t i o n  
was made t o  t h e  Center  Grammar School. A few commercial b u i l d i n g s  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: New Salem



were b u i l t  a long  Route 202 i n  t h e  1920s and 1930s. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

General: Inventory forms documenting t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  
a t  New Salem w e r e  f u l l y  researched  and thoroughly completed 
wi th  d a t e s ,  o r i g i n a l  u se  and owner and h i s t o r i c  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  s e c t i o n s  f i l l e d  i n .  The remaining inventory forms, 
done by t h e  F rank l in  County A r t s  Counci l ,  a r e  h igh ly  inadequate  
and o f t e n  con ta in  no more than a  photograph and b r i e f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
d e s c r i p t i o n .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i s  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of 
p re se rva t ion  of t h e  two v i l l a g e s  of New Salem and North New 
Salem; whi le  North N e w  Salem r e t a i n s  much v i t a l i t y ,  t h e  town 
c e n t e r  s u f f e r s  from vacant  and abandoned b u i l d i n g s .  
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