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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date : September 1981 Community : Norton 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

Norton i s  l oca ted  i n  t h e  Narragansett  Basin 28 m i l e s  southwest o f  Boston 
and 18 m i l e s  from Providence, Rhode I s l a n d .  The t e r r a i n  o f  t he  town i s  
gene ra l l y  l e v e l  w i t h  a  g e n t l e  s lope south. S o i l s  a re  gene ra l l y  sandy i n  
t he  eas te rn  p o r t i o n  o f  t he  town w i t h  some c l a y  depos i ts  on t he  Rumford 
River,and some coa l  depos i t s  have been found i n  t he  no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  
town a l though n o t  o f  a  q u a l i t y  o r  q u a n t i t y  f o r  min ing.  Drainage v i a  t he  
Rumford and Wading R iver  i n  t h e  western p o r t i o n  o f  town. Winneconnet Pond, 
which i s  t he  o n l y  n a t u r a l  pond i n  t h e  town, i s  f e d  by t he  Canoe R i v e r  and 
Mu1 b e r r y  Meadow Brook. Taunton's M i  11 R i ve r  r i s e s  f rom Winneconnet Pond. 

I I. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Norton, the  n o r t h  p r e c i n c t  o f  Taunton, was es tab l i shed  as a  town on 
June 12, 1711 ( o . s . ) .  Pa r t  ceded t o  c rea te  Easton 1725. Annexed p a r t  o f  
Stoughton 1753. Pa r t  es tab l i shed  as the  d i s t r i c t  o f  Mansf ie ld 1770. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Norton i s  an h i s t o r i c  i n d u s t r i a l  community. L i t t l e  evidence o f  Contact 
p e r i o d  n a t i v e  se t t lement .  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  European se t t lement  based on 
subs is tence a g r i c u l t u r e .  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d  development o f  i r o n  i n d u s t r y  
p rov ided  focus f o r  se t t lement .  Late 18th,  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  
s i t e s  a t  Char t ley ,  Barrowsvi  1  l e  and Copperworks V i  1  lage  p rov ide  n u c l e i  f o r  
smal l  sca le  r e s i d e n t i a l  se t t lement .  Some i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  cen te r  
as w e l l .  Despi te  widespread i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  popu- 
l a t i o n  du r i ng  t h e  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  was engaged i n  farming. 19 th  cen tu ry  
se t t lement  p a t t e r n  was l i n e a r .  Wheaton Col lege, founded i n  1835 as the 
Wheaton Female Seminary p rov ides  educa t iona l  node a t  Norton Center. Town 
he ld  meet ings a t  Congregat ional  Church u n t i l  1843 when the f i r s t  town h a l l  
was b u i l t .  Copperworks V i l l a g e  known as Norton Furnace by t he  t u r n  o f  t he  
century .  Bypassing o f  Norton Center by Taunton Branch o f  Boston and 
Providence Ra i l road  due t o  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  Judge Wheaton who f ea red  f o r  
p rope r t y  values. Norton Reservoi r darned 1868. Throughout t he  19 th  and 
e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  Norton remained e s s e n t i a l l y  a  p a s t o r a l  community; w i t h  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 1-24 and t h e  con t i nu ing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  1-495 t h e  town 
has a t t r a c t e d  some smal l  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and q u i t e  a  b i t  o f  suburban 
development. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 16201 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

The Massachusetts Bay Path, a  ma jo r  n a t i v e  t r a i  1, passed through the  
nor theas te rn  corner  o f  Norton f o l l o w i n g  present  Bay S t ree t .  This r o u t e  
prov ided access t o  t h e  freshwater pond complex of Winnecunnet Pond, Watson 
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Pond and Lake Saba t t i a .  Main S t r e e t ,  a  r o u t e  which i s  ad jacen t  t o  one s i t e  
w i t h  a  M idd le -La te  Woodland component and severa l  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s ,  
i s  a  p o t e n t i a l  secondary n a t i v e  t r a i  1. 

B. Se t t lement  Pa t t e rns :  

There were no repo r t ed  n a t i v e  Contact  Per iod  s i t e s .  P o t e n t i a l l y ,  t he  
g r e a t e s t  area o f  n a t i v e  Contact  Per iod  se t t l emen t  occurred a long t h e  Canoe 
R i ve r  and t h e  Winnecunnet Pond area. Two s i t e s  w i t h  Midd le-Late Woodland 
Per iod components and severa l  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  were s i  tua ted  near  
t he  r i v e r  between Newcomb and Main S t ree t s .  Two l a r g e  and severa l  sma l le r  
u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s  were c l u s t e r e d  about Winnecunn Pond, an area 
repu ted l y  u t i l i z e d  by t he  Pokanokets p r i o r  t o  K ing P h i l i p ' s  War. Two smal l  
campsites w i t h  M idd le  Woodland and Ear l y -La te  Woodland components, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  
were l oca ted  immediate ly  e a s t  o f  t h e  j u n c t i o n  of P ine and H i l l  S t ree ts .  

C. Subsistence Pa t te rns :  

Freshwater f i s h i n g  was p o s s i b l e  i n  t he  numerous streams, r i v e r s  and the 
e a r l i e r  ment ioned f reshwate r  pond complex. There was ready access t o  
anadramous f i s h  runs on t he  Three M i l e ,  M i l  1 and Taunton R ivers  (Nor ton  and 
Taunton). Considerable a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  was a v a i l a b l e  throughout  Norton. 
Hunt ing and ga the r i ng  was l i k e l y  i n  t h e  a rea ' s  widespread marsh and wooded 
low1 ands. 

D. Observat ions : 

The Norton area was capable of s u s t a i n i n g  a  moderate n a t i v e  popu la t i on .  
The Canoe R i v e r  and Winnecunnet Pond were p robab ly  the  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  n a t i v e  
se t t lement .  No r t on ' s  access t o  Narraganset t  Bay and i t s  u t i  1  i z a t i o n  by 
P h i l i p  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  cen tu r y  suggests the n a t i v e s  were c l o s e l y  a f f i l i a t e d  
w i t h  t he  Pokanokets centered i n  Mount Hope ( B r i s t o l ,  Rhode I s l a n d ) .  Several  
d e t a i  l e d  a r chaeo log i ca l  r e p o r t s  (1977-81 ) dea l  i n g  w i t h  n a t i v e  occupat ion i n  
Norton a re  a v a i l a b l e  a t  the MHC and Brown U n i v e r s i t y  P u b l i c  Archaeology Lab. 

V. FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i  on Routes : 

Nat i ve  t r a i l s  were u t i l i z e d  as p a r t  o f  t h e  s e t t l e r s '  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t -  
work. The Massachusetts Bay Path (Bay S t r e e t )  p rov ided  t he  f i r s t  Norton 
s e t t l e r s  a t  Winnecunnet Pond access t o  t he  more h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  southern 
p o r t i o n  o f  O ld  Taunton (Taunton).  

Popu la t ion :  

No documentat ion o f  n a t i v e  o r  wh i t e  popu la t i on  f i g u r e s .  The w h i t e  popu- 
l a t i o n  p robab ly  numbered no more than a  handfu l  o f  f a m i l i e s .  

C. Se t t lement  Pa t t e rns :  

There was 1  i t t l e  da ta  ava i  l a b l e  concern ing t he  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  pa t t e rns .  
I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  these p a t t e r n s  were markedly d i f f e r e n t  from those o f  t h e  Contact  
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I V .  

Per iod,  l a r g e l y  because o f  t h e  sma l l  degree o f  wh i t e  se t t l emen t .  The o n l y  
documented n a t i v e  s i t e  was " P h i l i p ' s  Cave" s i t u a t e d  on Great  Rocky H i l l  n o r t h  
o f  Winnecunnet Pond. Reputedly, t h i s  cave was u t i l i z e d  by K ing P h i l i p  
f o r  she1 t e r  when f i s h i n g  and hun t i ng  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  pond. 

The f i r s t  wh i t e  se t t l emen t  d i d  n o t  take p l ace  u n t i l  c. 1669 when W i l l i a m  
W i  there11 e s t a b l i s h e d  a  home on the eas te rn  shore o f  Winnecunnet Pond south 
of Toad I s l a n d  Road. Several  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  f o l l owed ,  s e t t l i n g  i n  t he  
v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  pond, p robab ly  a t t r a c t e d  by t he  a rea ' s  p o t e n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l and  and f reshwater .  A  graveyard near the  W i t h e r e l l  home s i t e  may con ta i n  
t he  graves o f  these e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  Th is  hamlet lacked  c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  
f a c i l i t i e s  r e l y i n g  on those o f  p resen t  Taunton. There i s  no evidence o f  
a d d i t i o n a l  pre-1675 whi t e  se t t l emen t .  

D. Economic Base: 

No documentation o f  t h e  n a t i  ve economy. The n a t i v e  popu la t i on  probably  
r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  subs is tence p a t t e r n s  due t o  t he  l i m i t e d  impact wh i t e  
se t t l emen t  would have had on these rounds. 

The wh i t e  community focused p r i m a r i  l y  on subs is tence a g r i c u l t u r e ,  f i s h i n g  
and hun t i ng  a long t h e  f reshwater  streams, r i v e r s ,  ponds and marshy and wooded 
lowlands. I n d u s t r i a l  f a c i  1  i t i e s  were absent and p robab ly  sought i n  p resen t  
Taunton. Anglo- Ind i  an t r a d e  q u i t e  1  i k e l y  occur red  between t h e  Winnecunnet Pond 
s e t t l e r s  and area n a t i v e s .  

E. Observat ions:  

The 1  i m i  t e d  da ta  suggest t h e  Norton area lacked  a  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  permanent 
n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  It func t i oned  p r i m a r i l y  as seasonal f i s h i n g  and hun t i ng  
t e r r i t o r y  f o r  t h e  Pokanokets o f  Nar raganse t t  Bay. A d d i t i o n a l  research,  however, 
i s  needed t o  c l a r i f y  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od .  The wh i t e  s e t t l e -  
ment was s i t u a t e d  on the  f r o n t i e r  f r i n g e  o f  Old Taunton. Due t o  t he  l i m i t e d  
development i n  p rox im i  t y  o f  W i  nnecunnet Pond (con f ined  a lmos t  e x c l u s i v e l y  t o  
the  pond's immediate shore) ,  t he re  i s  a  good l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s u r v i v i n g  archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  remains o f  t he  Winnecunnet Pond se t t l emen t .  

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspo r t a t i on  Routes: 

By t h e  l a t e  17 th  century ,  severa l  no r th -sou th  rou tes  p rov ided  t he  newly 
es tab l i shed  town cen te r  (Main S t r e e t  - Wheaton Col lege)  w i t h  access t o  the 
meadow and c rop  lands o f  sou thern  Norton and Taunton. These i nc l uded  p resen t  
P ine S t r e e t  and two rou tes  e n t a i l i n g  sec t i ons  o f  P l a i n  and South Washington 
S t r e e t s ,  Clapp and Woodward S t r e e t s .  A l a t e  17 th  cen tu ry  road i n c l u d i n g  
Route 123 and South Worcester S t r e e t  gave t he  i n d u s t r i a l  opera t ions  c l us te red  
near the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  the  Wading R i v e r  access t o  p o t e n t i a l  markets 
i n  A t t l e b o r o  and Taunton. The 18 th  cen tu r y  wi tnessed t h e  probable  es tab l i shment  
o f  a  " road  t o  Providence" (P leasan t ,  Nor th  Worcester, Route 123, P l a i n  S t r e e t )  
and severa l  no r t h - sou th  r ou tes  i n  n o r t h e r n  Norton i n c l u d i n g  Nor th  Worcester, 
Reservo i r  and Essex S t ree t s .  
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B. Populat ion:  

No documentation o f  t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t ion .  Those f i g u r e s  f o r  the wh i te  
cmmuni t y  are l i m i t e d .  I n  1765, Norton had a  popu la t i on  o f  1,942 res iden t s .  
Nor ton 's  popu la t i on  dropped t o  1,428 i n  1776, l a r g e l y  the r e s u l t  o f  t he  North 
P r e c i n c t ' s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  as the  town o f  Mans f ie ld  i n  1775. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

The o n l y  documentation o f  post-war n a t i v e  se t t lement  was t h a t  o f  a  s i n g l e  
n a t i v e  l i v i n g  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  o f  " t he  home o f  George Lane" (1859),  probably  
i n  the  mid-18th cen tu ry  t o  e a r l y  19 th  cen tu ry .  

It appears Norton escaped major  damage du r i ng  King P h i l i p ' s  War probably  
because o f  good r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  K ing P h i l i p .  The f i r s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  post-war 
wh i te  se t t l emen t  d i d  n o t  take  p lace  u n t i l  the  1690s and t h e  f i r s t  decade of t he  
18 th  century .  A  p r imary  se t t lement  node was es tab l i shed  a t  the p resen t  town 
center .  The f i r s t  meetinghouse was e rec ted  here i n  c.  1710 (p robab ly  v i c i n i t y  
o f  Norton Center cemetery). A secondary se t t l emen t  node c l u s t e r e d  about the 
Char t ley  and B a r r o w s v i l l e  Ponds, an area w i t h  h i g h  i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l .  
Add i t i ona l  contemporary se t t l emen t  occurred ad jacen t  t o  Dean, Clapp, Pine, 
South Washington and Bay S t ree t s .  I n  t he  ea r l y -m id  18 th  century ,  two minor  
se t t l emen t  nodes developed around two i n d u s t r i a l  complexes on t he  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t he  Rumford R iver .  E a r l y - l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  homes were b u i l t  a long 
Main and P l a i n  S t ree t s  and t o  the  n o r t h  a long Nor th  Worcester S t r e e t ,  
Route 140, Washington, Newcomb and New1 and S t ree ts .  

D. Economic Base: 

No documentation o f  t h e  n a t i v e  economy. The s u r v i v i n g  na t i ves  probably  
subs is ted  p r i m a r i l y  through subs is tence hunt ing,  f i s h i n g  and a g r i c u l t u r e  and 
t he  s a l e  o f  c r a f t  i tems t o  t he  w h i t e  community. 

A g r i c u l t u r e  cont inued as the  p r imary  economic a c t i v i  ty o f  Nor ton 's  
s e t t l e r s  w i  t h  an increased emphasis on commercial p roduc t ion .  I n d u s t r y  under- 
went ex tens ive  post-war development. The f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  community's 
i n d u s t r y  was the Wading R i ve r  between Char t ley  Pond and t he  r i v e r ' s  j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  the  New York, New Haven and Har fo rd  Ra i l road .  The Char t ley  I ronworks was 
es tab l i shed  a t  t h e  eas te rn  end o f  Char t ley  Pond i n  c .  1696 (operated u n t i l  
c. 1790). A g r i s t m i l l  was e rec ted  near B a r r o w s v i l l e  i n  c. 1714 by George 
Leonard. P r i o r  t o  1745, Jonathan Hodges cons t ruc ted  a  f u l l i n g  m i l l  on t he  
Goose Branch (branch o f  Wading R i ve r )  near  the j u n c t i o n  o f  t h i s  stream and 
Dean S t r e e t ,  w h i l e  a  p re -Revo lu t ionary  War sawmi l l  was e s t a b l i s h e d  on the 
stream west o f  t h e  f u l l i n g  m i l l .  A  second area o f  cons iderable i n d u s t r i a l  
development was the  no r the rn  p o r t i o n  o f  the  Rumford R iver .  An i r o n  fo rge  and 
sawmi l l  were es tab l i shed  i n  c. 1713 a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  t he  r i v e r  and Reservo i r  
Avenue. A second fo rge  and sawmi l l  complex and tannery were cons t ruc ted  
i n  c. 1744 and 1760, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  a  s h o r t  d i s t ance  n o r t h  o f  the j u n c t i o n  o f  
the r i v e r  and Cross S t r e e t .  F u r t h e r  e a s t  on the  Canoe River ,  a  g r i s t  m i  11 
and saw m i l l  were b u i l t  by W i l l i a m  Makepeace i n  c. 1730. I n  c. 1770, an i r o n  
forge and s l i t t i n g  m i l l  were es tab l i shed  on t h i s  r i v e r  a  s h o r t  d i s t ance  
south o f  the  p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned operat ion.  James Leonard e rec ted  a  sawmil l  
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in c .  1710 (operated until c ,  1845) on the Mu1 berry Meadow Brook northwest 
of the Great Rocky Hil l .  A tannery was bui l t  on the same brook in c .  1740 
by Deacon Benjamin Copeland a t  the junction of the brook and Plan Street .  
Scattered industrial operations included a mid-18th century saw mill and a 
c .  1758 tannery establ i shed on Burt's Brook and a pre-1745 saw mi 11 buil t 
near the junction of Birch Brook and East Hodges Street .  Several ordinaries 
were licensed in the early 18th century. William Witherell was licensed to 
operate an ordinary in c .  1685, probably on Bay Street .  Nathaniel Hodges 
received a 1 iquor 1 icense in c .  171 2 while a tavern was operated in the 
Jonathan Newcomb house a short distance south of the junction of Main and 
Burt Streets in the 18th century. 

E .  Architecture: 

Residential : Norton retains almost a dozen houses of the Colonial period. 
The ea r l i e s t  of these i s  dated to 1697, with several other houses dated to 
the f i r s t  quarter of the 18th century (1710, 1720, 1 7 2 7 ) .  The Campbell House 
( c .  1697) i s  a two-story three-quarter plan structure with an integral lean- 
to;  the Parsonage ( c .  1710) was once a three-bay, end-chimney ha1 f-house 
b u t  was l a t e r  en1 arged to five-bay center-chimney s tatus .  The fac t  that b o t h  
houses were originally of less  than five-bay, two-room status  i s  an indication 
of the modest circumstances of the town in the early 18th century. Several 
other three-quarter plan houses wi t h  integral 1 ean-tos are known in the town 
with examples on North Washington, Smith and Burt Streets ;  these probably 
date somewhat l a t e r  than the Campbell House. Several two-room, center-chimney 
Colonial houses, probably dating c .  1750, are known as well on Taunton Avenue 
and Route 123 a t  the town center with a t  l eas t  two double-chimney Georgian 
houses, on Mansfield Avenue and on Plain Street .  Norton i s  notable for the 
variety of roof forms used on i t s  18th century houses; although gable roofs 
predominate, a t  1 east  two gab1 e-on-hi p-roof houses are known (Burt Street ;  
North Worcester Street)  along with one house (Plain Street)  which may have had 
a double-hip or hip-wi th-deck roof originally.  The variety of roof forms may 
relate  to design influences from Rhode Island. In addition t o  i t s  18th century 
houses, Norton retains a number of cottages, with two-room center-chimney 
predominating , a1 though one-room, end-chimney and three-quarter plan examples 
are known as well. Most of the 18th century cottages incorporate shallow 
end-wall overhangs and pl ank framing . 

Inst i tut ional :  Norton's f i r s t  meetinghouse was bui l t  in 1710; that meeting- 
house was replaced in 1753. 

Observations: Norton's wealth of water sources capable of powering mill 
industries and substantial supply of bog iron were primary factors in the 
settlement's industrial development. The community ' s  strong agricul tural-  
industrial base fac i l i ta ted  the easing of economic dependence on Taunton. 

VI I .  FEDERAL P E R I O D  (1  775 - 1830) 

A .  Transportation Routes: 

Some improvement of colonial roads during th is  period. No Federal period 
turnpikes . 
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B. Popu la t ion :  

Slow popu la t i on  growth from 1776 (1  ,329) t o  1820 (1,600), then dec l  ined  
i n  1830 (1,479). 

C .  Set t lement :  

Set t lement  pa t t e rns  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r i od  b a s i c a l l y  1  i n e a r  w i t h  some c l u s t e r i n g  
a t  Chartley, the Center, Bar rowsv i l  l e y  and a t  sca t t e red  i n d u s t r i a l  ( b a s i c a l l y  
m i l l )  s i t e s  on the  Canoe and Wading R ivers .  Bu lk  o f  se t t lement  cons i s t s  o f  
farmsteads . 
D. Economic Base: 

A c t i v e  na i  1  making cont inued t r a d i t i o n  o f  i r o n  opera t ions  i n t o  Federal 
per iod,  ceas ing o n l y  w i t h  development o f  n a i l  machines. Furnace es tab l  ished 
by Annes L inco ln ,  1825, a t  what became Norton Furnace d i s t r i c t .  (The furnace 
employed 25 hands i n  1837,) A more dramat ic  growth was the r a p i d  appearance 
o f  t h ree  small c o t t o n  m i l  1  s  i n  181 1  , e v i d e n t l y  operated by l o c a l  owners, though 
the m i l l  a t  B a r r o w s v i l l e  was bought up by Taunton manufacturers Crocker and 
Richmond i n the 1820s. 

Crocker Bro thers  copper r o l l i n g  m i l l  es tab l i shed  1825 on Wading River ,  
w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  borrowed f rom Revere's e a r l  i e r  copper m i l  1  i n  Canton. For the 
f o l l o w i n g  decades i t  was Nor ton 's  l a r g e s t  e n t e r p r i s e  u n t i l  i t  opened a  l a r g e r  
p l a n t  a t  the we i r  d i s t r i c t  i n  Taunton. 

Straw i n d u s t r y  in t roduced c .  1802 f rom Wrentham v i a  Betsy Makepeace. By 
1832 l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s t raw were grown i n  the  town and $5,000-$6,000 worth 
o f  b r a i d  and s t raw bonnets and ha t s  were be ing  produced. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l  : A few we1 1  - d e t a i l e d  Federal houses were b u i l t  a t  the  town cen te r  
and a long o u t l y i n g  roads, b u t  i n  general  Nor ton 's  Federal houses a re  s imply  
d e t a i l e d .  Center-chimney p l  an houses were b u i l  t i n  a lmost  equal numbers w i t h  
double and end-wall chimney houses w i t h  some two dozen examples known across the 
town. Twin rea r -wa l l  chimney houses a re  r a r e  b u t  n o t  unknown. Only one double- 
p i l e  ( four- room p l a n )  house i s  known (Wheaton House, 1829) ; t h a t  house i s  by 
f a r  the  most e l abo ra te  house i n  town, w i t h  a  mon i to r  h i p - r o o f  and verandas. 
A lso known i s  one unusual three-bay, h i p - roo fed  Federal house (Sweet House, 
c .  1810) w i t h  a  pedimented, p r o j e c t i n g ,  enclosed p o r t i c o .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the  
two-story  houses b u i l t  i n  the  Federal per iod ,  a  number o f  cot tages,  both s i n g l e -  
f a m i l y  and doubl e  cot tages,  were b u i l  t across the  town. C l  u s t e r s  o f  cen te r  and 
end-chimney co t tages  a re  l o c a t e d  a t  Char t ley ,  a t  Ba r rowsv i l l e ,  a t  Winnecunnet, 
on Taunton Avenue, and a long  Nor th  and South Washington S t ree t s .  One stone 
co t tage  i s  known, on Lincoln S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The o n l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  known t o  s u r v i v e  from the  
Federal p e r i o d  i s  a  s to ry -and-a-ha l f ,  s ide-entered school o f  1801. 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Norton



V I  I . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1  830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

Taunton Branch o f  t he  Boston-Providence was r u n  through Norton i n  1853. 
I t should be noted t h a t  t he  Boston-Providence's f e t i s h  f o r  the d i r e c t  r o u t e  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t he  r a i l r o a d  m iss ing  every v i l l a g e  i n  the town, w i t h  the  depot 
b u i  1  t i n  1853 1  ocated a  mi 1  e  e a s t  o f  Norton Cener . 
B. Popu la t ion :  

S l  i g h t  growth f rom 1830 t o  1840 (1545), then s u b s t a n t i a l  growth i n  1850 
(1966).  Drop i n  1860 and s t a b l e  t o  1870. Fore ign born popu la t i on  284 i n  
1855, 238 I r i s h .  S t .  Mary 's  Ca tho l i c  m iss ion  es tab l i shed  i n  1865 a t  Taunton 
Avenue and Barrows S t r e e t .  I r i s h  popu la t i on  p r i m a r i l y  i n  Bar rowsv i l  l e  and 
Copperworks V i  11 age. 

C .  Set t lement :  

Some new r e s i d e n t i a l  se t t l emen t  by 1850, f o u r  v i l l a g e s  i n  ex is tence ;  
Center the l a r g e s t  w i t h  60 houses, 2 churches, a  tavern,  2 s t o res  and the 
Wheaton Female Seminary; B a r r o w s v i l l e  had 25 houses, a  s t o r e ,  a  church and 
a  c o t t o n  f a c t o r y ;  Copperworks V i l l a g e  had 25 houses, the  Copperworks and 
a  s t o r e ;  and Winneconnet V i l l a g e  had 20 houses, a  church, a  s t o r e  and a  
popul a t  i on engaged i n  fa rmi  ng . 
D. Economic Base: 

Town ' s  i ndus tri a1 economy i ncreas i  ng l  y concentrated i n  1  ess than ha1 f 
a  dozen m i l  1  p r i v i l e g e s ,  o f  which the Crocker copper r o l l  i n g  m i l l s  and 
sme l te r  was much t he  l a r g e s t .  I n  1845 the  company employed 60 hands and 
produced $316,000 wor th  o f  copper and l ead .  S h o r t l y  a f te rwards ,  the  company 
opened a  p l a n t  i n  Taunton a t  the  Weir and t r a n f e r r e d  some a c t i v i t y  t he re .  
For most o f  t he  per iod,  L i n c o l n ' s  furnace ranked second i n  manufactured 
p roduc t  va l  ue. I n  i t s  peak census year ,  1865, i t  employed 65 men and 
produced $90,000 wor th  o f  h o l l  owware and o t h e r  cas t i ngs  . 

The f o u r  small c o t t o n  m i l  1  s  were s t i l l  i n  ope ra t i on  through 1845, though 
a l l  b u t  one had c losed  by t h e  1860s. A t  the  very  end o f  t he  per iod ,  i n  
1867, G. H .  Tal b o t  i n t r oduced  wool scour ing  equipment a t  the  Centre m i l l s ,  
sa id  ( by  Hurd, p.620) t o  be one o f  o n l y  t h r e e  i n  the  coun t ry  engaged i n  t he  
process. (Others a t  Walpole and Chelmsford, Massachusetts and New Brunswick, 
New Jersey.) 

Other smal l  i n d u s t r i e s  i nc l uded  a  f r i c t i o n  match business, begun by 
Aus t i n  Messenger, 1857, and i n  the  same per iod ,  the  Norton Straw Mfg. Co., 
which a f t e r  repeated reo rgan i za t i ons  , c losed  a f t e r  seven years .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t ia l  : S ideha l l  Greek Revival  and I t a l i a n a t e  cot tages were b u i l t  
i n  some numbers du r i ng  the p e r i o d  w i t h  c l u s t e r s  o f  such houses known a t  
Char t ley ,  a t  Winnecunnet and a t  the  town c e n t e r  a long  Route 123. The more 
conserva t i ve  houseform o f  the  p e r i o d  i s  t he  end-chimney, center -ent rance 
cot tage,  examples o f  which i n  t he  Greek Reviva l  s t y l e  cont inued t o  be b u i l t  i n  
t he  town i n t o  the  1850s, t o  judge by  the  gradual i n c l u s i o n  i n  some cot tages 
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o f  I t a l  i a n a t e  d e t a i l  i n g  and kneewall f raming.  By t he  1850s, houses and 
cot tages w i t h  asymmetrical T- and L -p l  ans and t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek Revi v a l /  
I t a l  i ana te  d e t a i l  i n g  were be ing  b u i l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h e  town cen te r  and 
a long Route 123. A t  l e a s t  a  few examples of  an unusual Greek Revival  form, 
w i t h  a  shal low one-room deep, broad-gab1 ed p lan  and e i t h e r  cen te r  o r  s ide-  
ha1 1 entrance, a re  known i n  the  town, on Newcomb and on Clapp S t ree t s .  Also 
known a re  a few somewhat more a m b i t i o u s l y  d e t a i l e d  Greek Revival  cot tages 
w i t h  recessed s i d e h a l l  p o r t i c o s  o r  p r o j e c t i n g  verandas. Very few I t a l i a n a t e  
houses were b u i l t  and o n l y  one I t a l i a n a t e  house w i t h  t h e  t y p i c a l  asymmetrical 
cross-gab1 ed o f  the  f u l l y  developed I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a  i s  known ( ~ r i n i -  
t a r i a n  Parsonage, c .  1855) . 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Several impo r tan t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  were bu i  1  t 
i n  Norton i n  t he  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  The t h i r d  meetinghouse o f  t he  
f i r s t  p a r i s h  was b u i l t  i n  1836; a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y ,  Greek Revival  s t r u c -  
t u r e  w i t h  Goth ic  l a n c e t  windows and a s h o r t  two-stage b e l f r y ,  t he  church has 
awkward v e r t i c a l  p ropo r t i ons .  I n  1833, the  T r i n i t a r i a n  congregat ion s p l i t  
and formed a new pa r i sh ;  i n  1833 t he  o r i g i n a l  church was b u i l t  b u t  subsequent 
a1 t e r a t i o n s  ( p r i m a r i l y  those o f  1882) have g iven  t he  church a Romanesque 
Revival  appearance; i n  1849, a  temp1 e - f r o n t  Greek Revival  b u i l d i n q  was 
appended t o  the  church t o  be used as a chapel . Other i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  
o f  the  pe r i od  a re  t he  o r i g i n a l  c lassroom b u i l d i n g  f o r  Wheaton Col lege 
(founded 1834), a  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  I t a l i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g  
(Mary Lyon Hal 1  , 1849) w i t h  f l  ush-board p i  1  as t e red  facade, cross-gab1 ed 
p lan  and octagonal cup01 a, and severa l  small story-and-a-ha1 f Greek Revival  
schools b u i l t  across t he  town c .  1850; a l l  o f  t he  schools have three-bay 
cen te r -en te red  p lans as was t y p i c a l  f o r  schools o f  t he  mid-century .  Other 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  founded i n  t h e  p e r i o d  whose b u i l d i n g s  a re  n o t  known t o  s u r v i v e  
a r e  t he  Method is t  church (1850) and t h e  Cathol i c  church (1865) .  

Commercial : A t  1  eas t  two commercial b u i l d i n g s  probably  d a t i n g  f rom the  
E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  a re  known t o  surv ive ;  bo th  a r e  two-story ,  frame 
s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  three-bay facades, cen te r -en t rance  plans, and t r a n s i t i o n a l  
Greek Revival  / I t a l  i a n a t e  d e t a i l  i n g  . The most no tab le  commercial b u i l  d i n g  i n  
the  town, however, i s  t he  1853 Boston and Providence s t a t i o n  (R ichard  Upjohn), 
a  one-s to ry  b r i c k  I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  b l i n d  arches and overhanging 
eave supported on s t r u t s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 191 5)  

A .  T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

S t r e e t  r a i l w a y  r o u t e  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  a t  t h i s  t ime.  

B . Popu la t ion :  

Popu la t ion  remains s t a b l e  t o  1900 (1 ,826) then s i zeab le  growth t o  191 5 
(2,587). Fore ign born  popu la t i on  220 i n  1885, increased t o  593 i n  191 5. 
M a j o r i t y  swings from I r i s h  i n  1885 t o  Canadian i n  1915. 

C .  Set t lement :  

Some r e s i d e n t i a l  growth a t  t h e  cen te r  d u r i n g  t h i s  per iod .  Conso l ida t ion  
of  schools i n  1892 i n d i c a t e s  b u l k  o f  se t t lement  a t  Chart1 ey, B a r r o w s v i l l e  
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and a t  t h e  Center.  Otherwise r e s i d e n t i a l  se t t lement  remains b a s i c a l l y  l i n e a r  
w i t h  farmsteads rep resen t i ng  t h e  b u l k  of  housing. The Center had a popu la t i on  
o f  450 i n  1899. Copperworks V i l l a g e  known as Norton Furnace i n  1899. 

Economic Base: 

The A t t l  eborough and Taunton R a i l  road was cons t ruc ted  through Norton i n  
1869. Perhaps under t h i s  i n f l uence ,  t he  town developed a small j ewe l r y  i ndus t r y ,  
beginn ing i n  1871, a t  Char t ley .  The o n l y  o t h e r  major  development i d e n t i f i e d  
was t he  estab l ishment  o f  t h e  Def iance Mfg. Co. b leachery a t  Ba r rowsv i l l e ,  a  
concern incorpora ted  i n  1915, though i t  had l o c a t e d  here some years e a r l i e r .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  L i t t l e  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p lace  a t  t he  town cen te r ;  most 
o f  t h e  houses b u i l t  i n  the  pe r i od  were cons t ruc ted  as i n f i l l  housing w i t h i n  
es tau l  ished r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  and a long main roads. C lus te r s  o f  l a t e  19 th -  
cen tu ry  s idehal l  p l a n  co t tages  i n  the  Queen Anne s t y l  e  were b u i l  t a1 ong Route 
123 west o f  t h e  town cen te r  as w e l l  as a t  Cha r t l ey  and B a r r o w s v i l l e .  Most o f  
these r e t a i n  some I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l i n g  through t he  1880s, a l though co t tages  
adopt ing L-p lans and S t i c k  S t y l e  elements were a l s o  b u i l t .  A t  l e a s t  a  few 
m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  houses were b u i l t  a t  B a r r o w s v i l l e  w i t h  severa l  two- fami ly  
houses and a t  l e a s t  one Queen Anne tenement known on South Worcester S t ree t ;  
a  few Queen Anne two-deckers were b u i l t  on Route 123 a t  Char t ley .  Whi le l a r g e r  
houses i n  t he  Queen Anne s t y l  e  a re  unusual , a few were b u i l  t. One o f  these, 
a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  Queen Anne house ( c .  1885) on South Worcester S t r e e t  a t  
Maple S t ree t ,  was apparen t l y  once q u i t e  s t y l  i s h  and w e l l  d e t a i l e d  w i t h  h a l f -  
t imbered gables, s t i c kwo rk  and carved d e t a i l s .  Other more subs tan t i a l  l a t e  
19 th -cen tu ry  houses, most o f  them i n  t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e  (a l thouqh one 
sh ing led  house w i t h  Craftsman d e t a i l s  i s  known on E l m  S t r e e t  a t  Cross S t r e e t ) ,  
stand on Nor th  Worcester, Mans f ie ld ,  and Cobb S t ree t s  as w e l l  as a long Route 
123 eas t  o f  t h e  town cen te r ,  A f t e r  t h e  t u r n  o f  the  century ,  four-square, 
pyramidal h i  p- roofed Co lon ia l  Revival  houses were b u i  1  t i n  some numbers 
especi a1 l y  a t  Barrowsvi  11 e and as i n f i  11 housing a1 ong out1 y i  ng roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Most o f  t he  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  pe r i od  occurred 
a t  t h e  town cen te r .  The T r i n i t a r i a n  church was remodel l e d  i n  1882 i n  t h e  
Romanesque Reviva l  s t y l  e  by Worcester a r c h i t e c t  , Stephen C . Ear l  e; Ear l  e  a1 so 
desianed a b r i c k  L i b r a r y  (1887) i n  t h e  Richardsonian Romanesque s t y l e  a t  t he  
town cen te r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  Queen Anne town h a l l  was cons t ruc ted  i n  1881 . I n  
1875 a modest story-and-a-ha1 f Queen Anne Method is t  church was b u i l t  a t  Chart1 ey 
on South Worcester S t r e e t .  

Commerci a1 : Several story-and-a-ha1 f and two-s t o r y  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
I t a l  ianate/Queen Anne s to res  were b u i l  t a t  Cha r t l ey  and a long  Route 123; the  
bes t  preserved of these i s  Wethere l l  Hal 1  (1896) on South Worcester S t r e e t .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : We1 1 preserved i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t he  p e r i o d  stand a t  
Ba r rowsv i l l e ,  Cha r t l ey  and on Elm S t r e e t  a t  Cross S t r e e t .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  these 
i s  a  u t i l i t a r i a n  b r i c k  f ac to r y  a t  Cha r t l ey  (1871?) ; the  o t h e r  i n d u s t r i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  da te  l a t e r  i n  t h e  pe r i od  w i t h  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  frame b u i l d i n g  on E l m  
S t r e e t  and b r i c k  and frame b u i l d i n g s  a t  B a r r o w s v i l l e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  Queen 
Anne f r e i g h t  shed was cons t ruc ted  a t  East Norton depot.  
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X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (191 5 - 1940) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Mansf ie ld-Taunton Avenue 

B. Popu la t ion :  

Drop i n  popu la t i on  i n  1920, then slow steady growth t o  end o f  per iod .  
S t .  Mary 's  b u i l d s  new church a t  Power and Worcester S t ree t s  and becomes a  pa r i sh  
i n  1924. 

C.  Set t lement :  

Res iden t i a l  se t t lement  c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  o f  i n f i l l  a t  e x i s t i n g  v i l  laqes.  
Post World War I I r e s i d e n t i a l  development a t  Norton Reservo i r .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Very 1  i t t l e  i d e n t i f i e d  new growth. Box and j ewe l r y  manufacturers and the  
Def iance Bleachery remained t h e  town's  p r i n c i p a l  manufacturers.  

A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Extens ive development o f  very  modest one-story  summer cot tages 
took p lace  a t  Norton Grove i n  t he  l a t e  ' teens and 1920s. More subs tan t i a l  
co t tages  were b u i l t  on Taunton Avenue and West Main S t ree t ;  most o f  these a re  
story-and-a-ha1 f h ip - roo fed  b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  simp1 e  Co lon ia l  Revival  d e t a i l  i ng .  
S i m i l a r  co t tages  were b u i l t  on South Worcester S t r e e t .  Somewhat more ambi t ious 
Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  /Craftsman co t tages  were b u i l  t on Mansf ie l  d  Avenue a t  t he  town 
cen te r .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : S a i n t  Mary ' s  church, a  we1 1  -de ta i  1 ed chapel w i t h  Craftsman 
elements was b u i l t  on South Worcester and Power S t r e e t s  i n  1924. Also b u i l t  i n  
t he  pe r i od  was a  l a r g e  b r i c k  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  church a t  Wheaton Col lege (Cole 
Chapel , 191 7 )  , designed by Ral ph Adams Cram. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  The two-story ,  concre te  Holm Spray f a c t o r y  on West Main S t r e e t  
a t  Cha r t l ey  may da te  w i t h i n  t h e  per iod ;  a  modest example o f  Moderne a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
i t  incorpora tes  a  r e c t i l  i n e a r  ent rance bay w i t h  g lass  b locks .  

X I  . SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

None o f  Nor ton 's  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  and E a r l y  Modern i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
have been i nven to r i ed .  A lso l a c k i n g  a r e  i nven to ry  forms f o r  many l a t e  19 th -  
cen tu ry  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  s tand ing  i n  t h e  town; e x i s t i n g  survey concentrates 
on Co lon ia l  , Federal and E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  We1 1  -preserved 
c l u s t e r s  a t  Nor th  Washington S t r e e t  a t  Cobb S t r e e t  ( E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l ;  Greek 
Revival  and I t a l  i ana te )  and a t  Winnecunnet ( E a r l y  t o  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  w i t h  some 
18 th -cen tu ry  b u i l d i n g s )  . 
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I n d u s t r i a l  : The town's  survey had i d e n t i f i e d  severa l  o f  i t s  sma l le r  
s e r v i c e  b u i l d i n g s  ( a  p a i n t  shop, f r e i g h t  and r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n s ) .  Th is  survey 
should be extended t o  i n c l u d e  t he  wool scour ing  m i l  1  , t h e  Def iance B l  eachery, 
and t h e  b r i c k  j ewe l r y  f a c t o r y  a t  Char t ley .  The l a t t e r  b u i l d i n g ,  on t h e  s i t e  
o f  Leonard's 1695 "Char t ley "  fo rge ,  bears f u r t h e r  s tudy bo th  i n  i t s  own r i g h t  
and f o r  i t s  a rchaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l .  The examinat ion o f  town m i l l  s i t e s  
should a1 so be cont inued.  
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