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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COIIP4UNITY: NORTHFIELD 

TOPOGRAPHY 

N o r t h f i e l d  i s  one of t h e  nor the rnmos t  towns i n  t h e  Connec t i cu t  River  
V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  The t o w n ' s  n o r t h e r n  boundary a b u t s  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
border  of N e w  Hampshire. N o r t h f i e l d ' s  34.2 s q u a r e  m i l e s  i s  t h e  7 t h  
l a r g e s t  t o t a l  f o r  F r a n k l i n  County towns. Loca l  t e r r a i n  c o n s i s t s  of 
f l o o d p l a i n  and g l a c i a l  l a k e  bottom which dominates  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p o r t i o n  of town and rugged uplands  t h a t  ex tend  e a s t  and w e s t  from 
t h e  lowlands.  Th i s  p o r t i o n  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  i s  
some of t h e  r i c h e s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n  t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  
R ive r  Va l l ey .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  and l a k e  bottom w e r e  
covered  by p r e h i s t o r i c  Lake Bi tchcock.  The l a k e  covered  t h e  V a l l e y  
from c e n t r a l  C o n n e c t i c u t  t o  s o u t h e r n  Vermont. The up lands  t h a t  
g r a d u a l l y  r i se  from N o r t h f i e l d ' s  lowlands  range  i n  e l e v a t i o n  from 
500 f e e t  t o  s l i g h t l y  over  1400 f e e t .  The g r e a t e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  occur  
i n  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  e a s t e r n  uplands .  The h i g h e s t  peak i s  Crag Mountain 
(1503 f e e t )  s i t u a t e d  n e a r  t h e  town 's  s o u t h e r n  border .  Other  pro-  

minent  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  F i r s t  Bald Mountain (1276 f e e t )  immediately 
w e s t  o f  Crag Mountain, Beers Mountain (995 f e e t )  n o r t h e a s t  of Crag 
Mountain, Upper Bald H i l l s  (1345 f e e t )  n o r t h  of F i r s t  Bald H i l l s  
and G r e a t  Hemlock (1255 f e e t )  and Notch Mountain (1319 f e e t ) ,  bo th  
l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h e a s t e r n  N o r t h f i e l d  on o p p o s i t e  s i d e s  of H i l l  Brook. 
t h e C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  b i s e c t s  N o r t h f i e l d  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  
town. The C o n n e c t i c u t  i s  f e d  by a  number of minor t r i b u t a r i e s  t h a t  
f low from t h e  w e s t e r n  and e a s t e r n  up lands .  Most n o t a b l e  a r e  M i l l  
Brook, Millers  Brook and Four M i l e  Brook. The town ' s  o n l y  f r e s h -  
wa te r  b o d i e s  a r e  s e v e r a l  m i l l  ponds. 

POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  g r a n t e d  a s  Squakeag p l a n t a t i o n  i n  1671 on e a s t  s i d e  of 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  w i t h  w e s t  s i d e  g r a n t  i n  1673 a t  Nallahumcomgon 
( N a n t a n i s ) .  S e t t l e m e n t  abandoned d u r i n g  King P h i l i p 5  War and re- 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1685 w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  l a n d s  g r a n t e d  s o u t h  t o  Fourmile 
Brook a t  D e e r f i e l d  ( G i l l )  l i n e .  S e t t l e m e n t  a g a i n  abandoned i n  1689 
d u r i n g  King William's War and r e s e t t l e d  i n  1714, i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  
town of N o r t h f i e l d .  O r i g i n a l  g r a n t  l a n d s  n o r t h  of P rov ince  l i n e  
ceeded t o  New Hampshire i n  1740 (Hinsa le-Winches ter  N . H .  and 
Vernon VT) d e f i n i n g  n o r t h e r n  boundary a t  Massachuse t t s  s t a t e  l i n e .  
Western boundary d e f i n e d  by F a l l  Town (Bernards ton)  i n  1735, 
s o u t h e r n  boundary a t  Erv ings  Grant  ( E r v i n g )  i n  1752 and e a s t e r n  
boundary w i t h  Roxbury Canada (Warwick) i n  1761. Mount Hermon 
d i s t r i c t  annexed t o  G i l l  i n  1795 and Hacks Gran t  s o u t h  of N o r t h f i e l d  
Farms annexed t o  Erv ing  i n  1860..  

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

H i s t o r i c  r u r a l  suburban town on secondary  c o r r i d o r  between G r e e n f i e l d  
and Vermont. Located i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  v a l l e y  between c e n t r a l  
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I V .  

h i g h l a n d s  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  s i t es  r e p o r t e d  on Beers  P l a i n ,  
Pauchaug and Benne t t  Meadow, i n c l u d i n g  l a t e r  remnant s u r v i v a l  around 
Bush Mountain. S e t t l e d  b e f o r e  King ph i l ip ' s  War a s  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  
s t r e e t  v i l l a g e  and abandoned u n t i l  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  
bury ing  ground i n t a c t  a t  C e n t e r  Cemetery. A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  
d u r i n g  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  Val ley  meadows w i t h  some mid- 
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  houses p r e s e r v e d  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  n e a r  Millers Brook. 
Continued expansion of  farming economy th rough  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  
r e g i o n a l  t u r n p i k e  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s u r v i v i n g  t a v e r n s  n e a r  
G i l l  S t a t i o n  and s t y l i s h  b r i c k  houses  on North Main S t r e e t .  Limi ted  
i n d u s t r i a l  p o t e n t i a l  d u r i n g  mid-19th c e n t u r y  around r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n  
of West N o r t h f i e l d  w i t h  Greek Rev iva l  farm houses  on Moose P l a i n  
and upland c o t t a g e s  i n t a c t  a l o n g  Gulf Road. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  complex e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  l a t e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  School  w i t h  w e l l  p r e s e r v e d  V i c t o r i a n  and 
C l a s s i c a l  Rev iva l  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  i n  o r i g i n a l  campus s e t t i n g ,  
i n c l u d i n g  su r round ing  Queen Anne suburban houses  a t  E a s t  N o r t h f i e l d  
and r a r e  highway a r c h  t r u s s  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  Connec t i cu t  R i v e r .  Gradual  
commercial development of Main S t r e e t  around c i v i c  f o c u s  of Georgian 
Rev iva l  s c h o o l  w i t h  E a r l y  Modern g a s  s t a t i o n s  and wooden commercial 
b locks .  P r e s e n t  development most e v i d e n t  a long  Route 10 a x i s  from 
Bernards ton  ( I n t e r s t a t e  91) w i t h  g r a d u a l  e r o s i o n  of h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  
of Main S t r e e t  by Route 63 t r a f f i c  c o r r i d o r .  Sou the rn  d i s t r i c t  
s u f f e r s  from economic s t a g n a t i o n  of M i l l e r s  F a l l s  (Erv ing)  wi th  
s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  t o  remaining t a v e r n  s i tes  a t  G i l l  S t a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  
lowland farming c o n t i n u e s  a s  a c t i v e  economy i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  v a l l e y .  

CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Primary r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  from Green Mountain 
(Vermont) t o  Turners  F a l l s  w i t h  main nor th - sou th  t r a i l  f o l l o w i n g  
e a s t  bank a s  Meadow-Beers P l a i n  Road (Route 63) t o  Squakeag (North- 
f i e l d ) .  T r a i l  r o u t e  n o r t h  of Pauchaug Meadow (Hinsda le ,  N . H . )  
a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  a x i s  of N o r t h f i e l d  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  secondary  
branch e a s t  a s  Winches ter  Road t o  L o u i s i a n a  Mountain connec t ing  
r o u t e s  e a s t  o v e r  c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n d s  t o  Paquanoge (Atho l )  probably  
fo l lowed Maple Street-Flendeil  Road s o u t h  arund B e e r s  Mountain t o  
M i l l e r s  R ive r  (Erv ing)  and School  S t r e e t  e a s t  above M i l l  R ive r  t o  
Warwick. Pr imary  t r a i l  from F a l l  R ive r  (Bernards ton)  and Picomeagon 
( G r e e n f i e l d )  l i k e l y  f o l l o b ~ e d  a x i s  of Route 10  t o  N a t a n i s  (Benne t t  

Pleadow) on w e s t  s i d e  of C o n n e c t i c u t  River  w i t h  c r o s s i n g  p o i n t  
c o n j e c t u r e d  t o  G r e a t  Meadow and Squakeag (Millers R i v e r ) .  P a r a l l e l  
t r a i l  s o u t h  from Vernon (Vermont) t o  Moose P l a i n  probably  fo l lowed 
from West N o r t h f i e l d  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  c r o s s i n g  c o n j e c t u r e d  t o  
Pauchaug Meadow and c o n n e c t i n g  r o u t e  l i k e l y  s o u t h  a l o n g  a x i s  of 
f4ount Hermon Road around Mal le ry  Brook t o  N a t a n i s  (BennettMeadow). 

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There were no c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s .  However, 
t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a  l a r g e  number of undated  n a t i v e  s i tes  and a  r i c h  
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r e s o u r c e  b a s e  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  e x t e n s i v e  n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t .  P e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t  p robab ly  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  lowlands a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  Lowland s i t e s  most l i k e l y  congrega ted  on Pauchaug 
Meadow; G r e a t  Meadow, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  
c o n f l u e n c e  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  and M i l l  Brook; Beers P l a i n ;  
L i t t l e  Meadow; t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  f a l l s  a t  Four M i l e  Brook 
( n e a r  i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t ) ;  Moose p l a i n ;  t h e  p l a t e a u  
immediately southwest  of Second Moose P l a i n  and Bennet tk  Meadow. 
Smal le r  p e r i o d  s i tes  p r o b a b l y  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  g e n t l e  h i l l s  
e a s t  of  Main S t r e e t  and between Millers Brook and Lou i s iana  Brook. 

C.  S u b s i s t e n c e  Base: 

The a l l u v i a l  f l o o d p l a i n  p rov ided  n a t i v e  occupan t s  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  
h o r t i c u l t u r a l  l a n d .  N a t i v e  p l a n t i n g  f i e l d s  w e r e  probably  e s t a b l i s h e d  
on L i t t l e  Meadow, G r e a t  Meadow, Pauchaug Meadow and Benne t t  Meadow. 
The C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  was a n  e x c e l l e n t  s o u r c e  of f i s h  such a s  shad 
and salmon. T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t s  of l o c a l  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  
w e r e  r e p u t e d l y  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  f a l l s  on Four M i l e  and Millers R i v e r s  
n e a r  t h e i r  c o n f l u e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t .  A d d i t i o n a l  p e r i o d  
f i s h i n g  p robab ly  took p l a c e  a t  t h e  mouths of Pauchaug Brook and M i l l  
Brook and on Kidds I s l a n d .  Na t ive  h u n t i n g  l i k e l y  occur red  p r i m a r i l y  
on lowlands  such a s  P i n e  Pleadow, Beers P l a i n ,  Second Moose P l a i n  
and t h e  p l a t e a u  immediately sou thwes t  of Second Moose P l a i n .  
A d d i t i o n a l  h u n t i n g  p robab ly  was under taken  i n  and a d j a c e n t  t o  "Grea t  
Swamp" ( o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d  immedia te ly  e a s t  of t h e  s o u t h e r n  h a l f  
of Main S t r e e t )  and Northf i e l d '  s wes te rn  marshlands .  

D. Obse rva t ions :  

N o r t h f i e l d  was p robab ly  t h e  s i t e  of a  l a r g e  h o r t i c u l t u r a l  v i l l a g e .  
Th i s  v i l l a g e  was p a r t  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  v a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t  
nor the rnmos t  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c a l  p o i n t  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  have extended 
n o r t h  a long  t h e  V a l l e y  i n t o  Vermont/New Hampshire up t o  t h e  j u n c t i o n  
of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and Ashue lo t  R i v e r s .  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  n a t i v e  occupants  
were p robab ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Pocumtucks who dominated t h e  
Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  The town ' s  
lowlands c o n t i n u e  t o  have e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  e x t a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t .  Pauchaug Meadow, G r e a t  Meadow, 
B e e r s  P l a i n ,  Moose P l a i n  and B e n n e t t  Meadow shou ld  be c o n s i d e r e d  
e s p e c i a l l y  s e n s i t i v e  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y .  However, r i v e r i n e  e r o s i o n  and 
development of t h e s e  lowland a r e a s  s e r i o u s l y  t h r e a t e n  t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s .  
The C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  banks shou ld  be  moni tored  p e r i o d i c a l l y  f o r  
e r o d i n g  s i tes .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  - 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Squakeag p l a n t a t i o n  (1671) l o c a t e d  Town S t r e e t  i n  
N o r t h f i e l d  C e n t e r  (Route 63) between Squenatock (Millers River )  and 
Cowassack ( M i l l  R ive r )  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  c r o s s i n g  t o  D e e r f i e l d  
l i k e l y  a t  G r e a t  Meadow (Route 1 0 ) .  Pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  r o u t e  on 
e a s t  s i d e  t o  Swampfield (Sunder land)  remained a s  Beers  P l a i n  Road 
(Route 63) t o  Fourmile  Brook. 
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

There w e r e  no s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  By 
t h e  end of t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  had 
dwindled t o  a  f r a c t i o n  of i t s  l a r g e  l a t e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d / e a r l y  
P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  f i g u r e .  The n a t i v e  community appeared  t o  have 
s u f f e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l o s s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  epidemics  
t h a t  s t r u c k  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  and t h e  Pocumtuck/Mohawk 
w a r f a r e  of t h e  l a t e  1 6 5 0 ' s  and 1 6 6 0 ' s .  

The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  numbered 16 f a m i l i e s  i n  c.1675. The m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  community's se t t lers  w e r e  former Northampton r e s i d e n t s .  
O t h e r s  had moved from Hadley and H a t f i e l d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  w e r e  p robab ly  b a s i c a l l y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  
sugges ted  f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  By t h i s  p e r i o d ,  N o r t h f i e l d  was 
t h e  s i t e  of two n a t i v e  v i l l a g e s .  "Squenatock" was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  The " lower  v i l l a g e ' '  occupied  
most of B e e r s  P l a i n  w h i l e  t h e  "upper v i l l a g e "  was n o r t h  of Millers 
Brook F a l l s  and rough ly  encompassed t h e  s o u t h e r n  t h i r d  of Main S t r e e t  
(Temple and Sheldon 1875:38) .  The v i l l a g e  of "Na tan i s"  was l o c a t e d  
on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  on t h e  b l u f f s  over-  
look ing  Benne t t  Meadow. T h i s  a r e a  and t h e  meadow below w e r e  t h e  
s i t e  of a  number of undated  b u r i a l s ,  " g r a n a r i e s "  ( p r o b a b l y  food cache 
p i t s )  and m i s c e l l a n e o u s  a r t i f a c t s  ( I b i d :  37) . 
The C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  was p lanned and l i n e a r .  A c t u a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  was p receded  by t h e  l a y i n g  o u t  of 20 h o u s e l o t s  ( m l y  16 
w e r e  occup ied)  on t h e  southernmost  p o r t i o n  of Main S t r e e t  i n  1672. 
T h i s  a r e a  was s e l e c t e d  because  it was r e l a t i v e l y  c l e a r  and t h e  
l a n d  had been broken up and c u l t i v a t e d  by i t s  former n a t i v e  occu- 
p a n t s .  S e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  The houses  were 
s a i d  t o  be no more t h a n  s m a l l  c l apboarded  h u t s  w i t h  t h a t c h  r o o f s .  
A c r u d e  "meetinghouse" was s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .  
A wooden p a l l i s a d e  surrounded t h e  whole community. 

D. Economic Base: 

The n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  p r o b a b l y  main ta ined  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s -  
t e n c e  p a t t e r n s .  The o n s e t  of C o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  Middle 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  and N o r t h f i e l d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  l i k e l y  
encouraged l o c a l  meet ing  involvement  i n  Anglo/Indian t r a d e .  

The c o l o n i a l  community had a  s t r o n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f o u n d a t i o n .  
N o r t h f i e l d ' s  lowlands p rov ided  e x c e l l e n t  l a n d  f o r  E n g l i s h  c r o p  
and l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n .  Each se t t l e r  was p rov ided  wi th  l and  f o r  
c r o p  p r o d u c t i o n  and l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g .  By 1675,  Pauchaug Meadow and 
G r e a t  Meadow had been d i v i d e d  and w e r e  under  c u l t i v a t i o n .  "Grea t  
Swamp" was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  commonland. Loca l  c r o p s  i n c l u d e d  c o r n ,  
wheat ,  and f l a x .  S e t t l e r s  owned r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  numbers of l i v e -  
s t o c k  and c a t t l e  and sheep.  N o r t h f i e l d  l a c k e d  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  
u n t i l  e a r l y  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  
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E .  Observa t ions :  

V I .  

The c o l o n i a l  town of N o r t h f i e l d  was t h e  nor thernmost  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  
t h e  Middle Connec t i cu t  R ive r  V a l l e y  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Development 
of a  l a r g e r ,  more d i v e r s i f i e d  s e t t l e m e n t  was hampered by i t s  l o c a t i o n  
on M a s s a c h u s e t t s l n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r .  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  absence  of indus-  
t r i a l  f a c i l i t i e s  p robab ly  f o r c e d  t h e  community t o  r e l y  on t h e  more 
s o u t h e r l y  r i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  such a s  Hadley, H a t f i e l d  and NorthamptQn 
f o r  p r o c e s s i n g  l o c a l  produce  ( g r a i n ,  t i m b e r ,  e t c . ) .  Cons ide rab le  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  o f  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  shou ld  s u r v i v e  
on N o r t h f i e l d ' s  low'lands. The l i k e l i h o o d  of e x t e n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r i n g  a t  i t s  Main S t r e e t  
l o c a t i o n  i s  d o u b t f u l .  Much of it h a s  p robab ly  been d e s t r o y e d  i n  t h e  
cour  sa of t h e  a r e a  ' s r e l a t i v e l y  e x t e n s i v e  development .  However, 
N o r t h f i e l d ' s  o r i g i n a l  "town s t r e e t "  (Main S t r e e t )  s t i l l  s u r v i v e s  
a long  w i t h  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  number of p e r i o d  p l a c e  names w i t h i n  t h e  
s t u d y  u n i t .  The l a t t e r  i n c l u d e  " G r e a t  Meadow", " L i t t l e  Meadow" and 
"Moose P l a i n " .  

COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

~ e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of s e t t l e m e n t  a f t e r  King P h i l i p ' s  War (1685) confirmed 
N o r t h f i e l d  Main S t r e e t  a s  pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  a l o n g  e a s t  s i d e  
(Route 6 3 ) .  W e s t  s i d e  c o n n e c t i o n s  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
f e r r y  a s  n o r t h  c r o s s i n g  (1686) from Pauchaug Brook t o  Moose P l a i n  
( S y l v e s t e r ,  1879, 11, 656) w i t h  s o u t h  c r o s s i n g  presumed from G r e a t  

Meadow t o  Benne t t  Meadow (Route 1 0 ) .  S e t t l e m e n t  a g a i n  abandoned and 
r e e s t a b l i s h e d  a f t e r  Queen Anne9 War (1714) w i t h  Main S t r e e t  (Route 
63) a s  p r imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s .  Secondary e a s t - w e s t  highways over  
h i g h l a n d s  t o  Roxbury Canada (Warwick) improved a s  School  S t r e e t  t o  
M i l l  Brook (now abandoned t r a i l )  and from Maple S t r e e t  t o  Millers 
Brook over  S t r a t t o n  Mountain ( a l s o  abandoned roadway) ,  w i t h  connec t ing  
r o u t e  from B e e r s  P l a i n  f o l l o w i n g  South  Mountain Road t o  Erv ings  Grant  
( E r v i n g ) .  Improvement of w e s t  s i d e  a x i s  w i t h  Mount Hermon Road from 
Fa l l s town (Bernards ton)  t o  Moose P l a i n  (Vernon, Vermont) and Route 10 
t o  Benne t t  Meadow f e r r y .  

There w e r e  no s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  During King 
P h i l i p S  War, N o r t h f i e l d  a long  w i t h  Gil l /Montague,  G r e e n f i e l d  and 
D e e r f i e l d  was t h e  s i t e  of t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  n a t i v e  f o r c e s  (and 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s )  who a t t a c h e d  t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  Middle 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  N o r t h f i e l d  had a  s m a l l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  
a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  
v a r i e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  and e a r l y  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  The f l u c t u a t i o n  was l a r g e l y  due t o  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  
f e a r  of n a t i v e  a t t a c k s .  I n  c .1683,  t h e  community c o n s i s t e d  of 
approx imate ly  4 0  f a m i l i e s .  T h i s  f i g u r e  had dropped t o  only  1 4  
f a m i l i e s  i n  c.1690. S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  second reset t le-  
ment (c .  1718) , t h e  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  was comprised o f  between 26 
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and 30 f a m i l i e s  (Barber  1839: 265, Temple and Sheldon 1875: 146) . 
Not u n t i l  t h e  second h a l f  of  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  were t h e r e  s i g n s  of 
s u b s t a n t i a l  growth.  I n  1765 ,  N o r t h f i e l d  c o n s i d t e d  of 60 houses ,  
60 f a m i l i e s  and 415 i n d i v i d u a l s .  The l a s t  f i g u r e  i n c l u d e d  6  b l a c k s .  
The c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  t o  580 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1776. 
N o r t h f i e l d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  draw se t t lers  from lower V a l l e y  towns such a s  
Northampton, Hadley , H a t f i e l d  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Roxbury , Dorches te r  
and Connec t i cu t .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

The N o r t h f i e l d  a r e a  was v i r t u a l l y  devoid  of n a t i v e  o c c u p a n t s  j u s t  
p r i o r  t o  King P h i l i p ' s  W a r .  Temple and Sheldon sugges ted  t h e  
Squakkeag s may have abandoned N o r t h f i e l d  f o r  "Paquayag" ( A t h o l )  o r  
"Wenimisset" ( N e w  B r a i n t r e e )  (1875: 55) . A s  mentioned e a r l i e r ,  
N o r t h f i e l d  was t h e  s i t e  of  a major  encampment of h o s t i l e  f o r c e s  
( r e p u t e d l y  Squahkeags , Pocumtucks , Norwotucks , Agawams and o t h e r s )  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  1676 and occup ied  th rough  t h e  summer 
of t h a t  y e a r .  The s e t t l m e n t  was claimed t o  be  s i t u a t e d  i n  two 
l o c a t i o n s :  "King P h i l i p ' s  H i l l "  - t h e  t e r r a c e  immedia te ly  n o r t h  
of Benne t t  Meadow and " N a w a l e t ' s  upper v i l l a g e "  - p o s s i b l e  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  e a s t e r n  lowlands  (Temple and Sheldon 
1875:55) .  T h i s  v i l l a g e  b r o k e  up w i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  n a t i v e  
war e f f o r t  l a t e  i n  1676. During t h e  l a s t  decade  of t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
and t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s m a l l  bands o f  S c a t i g o o k s  (Albany a r e a )  
and Squahkeags se t  up camps i n  a  number of l o c a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  a long  
Millers Brook. L a t e r  n a t i v e  s i tes  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  
e a s t e r n  up lands .  " J a c k "  l i v e d  on " J a c k ' s  H i l l "  n e a r  J a c k ' s  Brook. 
"Old Keyup" b u i l t  a  home on a  h i l l  a d j a c e n t  t o  Keyup Brook. A p r e -  
1775 n a t i v e  s i t e  was s i t u a t e d  i n  " S t r a t t o n  Hollow w e s t .  of t h e  
cemetery" ( p r o b a b l y  n e a r  S t r a t t o n  Mounta in) .  

The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of N o r t h f i e l d  was abandoned and d e s t r o y e d  
d u r i n g  King P h i l i p ' s  War. A c o l o n i a l  r e l i e f  f o r c e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
a i d  t h e  community was ambushed on t h e  n o r t h e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of  Beers 
P l a i n .  Post-1675 s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f o c u s  on Main S t r e e t  
th roughou t  most of t h e  e o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  I n i t i a l  r e s e t t l e m e n t  took 
p l a c e  i n  c.1682. N e w  house  l o t s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  on Main S t r e e t  
rough ly  between t h e  s t ree t ' s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  M i l l  Brook and Maple 
S t r e e t .  Once a g a i n ,  a d e f e n s i v e  p a l l i s a d e  was b u i l t  a round t h e  
s e t t l e m e n t .  Abandonment and d e s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r r e d  f o r  t h e  second 
t ime i n  1690. Reoccupat ion  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  c .1713.  By 
c.1723 t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  had expanded s l i g h t l y  from i t s  o r i g i n a l  l a y o u t  
and extended on Main S t r e e t  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  n o r t h  of i t s  j u n c t i o n  
w i t h  M i l l  Brook and s o u t h  t o  t h e  s t ree t ' s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Miller 's  
Brook. The town ' s  f i r s t  f o r m a l  meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  c.1718 
on Main S k r e e t .  A second meetinghouse was b u i l t  i n  c .1762.  
Between t h i s  d a t e  and c.1780,  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  Main S t r e e t  s e t t l e m e n t  
node was p r o t e c t e d  a  s e v e r a l  d e f e n s i v e  s t r u c t u r e s  and a  g a r r i s o n  
of between 10 and 60 p r o v i n c i a l  s o l d i e r s .  S e t t l e m e n t  o u t s i d e  of 
t h e  Main S t r e e t  a r e a  was i n i t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of Second Moose 
P l a i n  and l a n d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of Four M i l e  Brook between 
c.1716 and 1723. However, s e r i o u s  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e s e  two a r e a s  
and e l sewhere  pos t -da ted  c.1760. By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  s e t t l e -  
ment had expanded from t h e  Main S t r e e t  node s o u t h  a l o n g  B e l l s  P l a i n  
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Road/Route 63/Meadow Road and n o r t h  a long  Route 63. A d d i t i o n a l  
contemporary names were e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  town ' s  w e s t e r n  lowlands 
a long M t .  IIermon S t a t i o n  Road. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Na t ive  occupan t s  pursued t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  ( e . g . ,  
h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g )  a long  w i t h  employment a s  c o l o n i a l  l a b o r e r s .  
Na t ive  women s o l d  b a s k e t s ,  m a t s ,  e t c .  t o  c o l o n i a l  se t t lers .  
N o r t h f i e l d ' s  c o l o n i a l  economy underwent c o n s i d e r a b l e  development 
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Crop and l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  con t inued  a s  t h e  
economic mains tay .  Apple p r o d u c t i o n  f i r s t  began i n  t h e  1 6 8 0 ' s  o r  
1 6 9 0 ' s .  C.1723 w i t n e s s e d  t h e  f i r s t  c i d e r  p r o d u c t i o n .  The p o t a t o  
was i n t r o d u c e d  a s  a  l o c a l  c r o p  i n  c.1754. Loca l  i n d u s t r i a l  develop- 
ment was v a r i e d .  M i l l  o p e r a t i o n s  focused on M i l l  Brook and Miller 's  
Brook. The t o w n ' s  f i r s t  m i l l  ( g r i s t )  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  c.1685 by 
John Glary, a. on M i l l  Brook s l i g h t l y  w e s t  of i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
Main S t r e e t .  I n  c .1717,  John Be ld ing  b u i l t  a  sawmil l  on M i l l  Brook 
s l i g h t l y  below t h e  g r i s t  m i l l .  T h i s  was fo l lowed by a  c.1775 
" c l o t h i e r s  shop" t h a t  was s i t u a t e d  on t h i s  brook between t h e  g r i s t  
and saw m i l l s .  The f i r s t  m i l l  b u i l t  on Millers Brook a p p e a r s  t o  
have been a  sawmil l  e r e c t e d  i n  c.1686 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Millers 
Brook F a l l s .  I n  c .1730,  Zachar iah  F i e l d  b u i l t  m i l l s  on M i l l e r s  
Brook nea r  t h e  previous ly-ment ioned sawmil l .  The on ly  documented 
m i l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  on Four Mile  Brook was a  c ,  1742 sawmil l  l o c a t e d  
a t  t h e  F a l l s .  B r i c k  p r o d u c t i o n  was i n i t i a t e d  i n  c.1718 when E l i e z u r  
Wright o r  h i s  son Azar iah  began such  a n  o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  
end of Main S t r e e t .  L t .  Johna than  Hunt opened a  mal thouse  between 
1721 and 1723. A p o t a s h  house was e s t a b l i s h e d  by S e t h  F i e l d  and 
o t h e r s  i n  c .1765 n e a r  "Nehemiah W r i g h t ' s  h o u s e l o t "  (Temple and 
Sheldon 1875: 318) . 
E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Approximately a  h a l f  dozen houses  of t h e  p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  North- 
f i e l d .  Of t h e s e ,  a l l  b u t  one  a r e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n ,  two-story 
s t r u c t u r e s .  The Pomeroy House (ca.1765) i s  t h e  on ly  e x t a n t  c e n t e r  
h a l l  p l a n  s t r u c t u r e  known f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ;  it i n c o r p o r a t e d  double  
i n t e r i o r  chimneys, a  h i p  roof  and e n t r a n c e  surround w i t h  pediment.  
Other  e a r l y  houses  a r e  t h e  Be ld ing  House ( 1 7 6 3 ) ,  w i t h  an added l ean-  
t o  and l a t e r  Greek Rev iva l  e n t r a n c e  s u r r o u n d ,  t h e  Hunt House ( 1 7 6 5 ) ,  
g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  th rough  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a d d i t i o n  of a  t h i r d  s t o r y ,  
and t h e  Evans House (1759) .  Also  of n o t e  i s  t h e  f i v e  bay by seven 
bay Alexander House on lower Main S t r e e t  (Route 63) which i s  d a t e d  
1774 and f e a t u r e s  a  h a l f  h i p  r o o f ,  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  mark of  a  t a v e r n .  
The S t r a t t o n  Tavern (ca.1763) a l s o  h a s  a  h a l f  h i p  r o o f .  Most of 
t h e  e x t a n t  C o l o n i a l  houses  a r e  l o c a t e d  a long  Route 63. C o t t a g e s ,  
which were p robab ly  more numerous t h a n  houses  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  
of t h e  p e r i o d ,  a p p a r e n t l y  d o  n o t  s u r v i v e  a t  a l l .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  While c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a  meetinghouse was v o t e d  on 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  1670s and ' 8 0 s ,  t h e  f i r s t  meetinghouse known 
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V I I  . 

t o  have been b u i l t  i n  t h e  town was t h e  45'  x  30 '  x  1 8 '  meetinghouse 
of 1718. A much s m a l l e r  meet inghouse ,  w i t h  d imensions  of 1 6 '  x 1 2 '  
was v o t e d  on i n  1716, b u t  n o t  b u i l t .  I n  1763, t h e  f i r s t  meeting-  
house was r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  s t r u c t u r e  n o t  completed u n t i l  1767. 
Schoolhouses were b u i l t  i n  1736, 1748 and 1764. 

Commercial: A t  l e a s t  two t a v e r n s ,  t h e  S t r a t t o n  (ca .1763)  and 
Alexander (ca .1774)  Taverns ,  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  Both s t i l l  
s t a n d  and b o t h  i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e  h a l f  h i p  r o o f  form t y p i c a l  of p e r i o d  
t a v e r n s .  

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

N o r t h f i e l d  had one of t h e  l a t e s t  s u r v i v i n g  n a t i v e  communities w i t h i n  
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  Research  shou ld  b e  under-  
t a k e n  t o  c l a r i f y  t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e  post-1675 n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
t r i b a l  o r i g i n s  and economic a c t i v i t i e s .  Even Temple and Sheldon i n  
t h e i r  w e l l  documented H i s t o r y  of N o r t h f i e l d  p r o v i d e  on ly  a  f ragmentary  
p i c t u r e  of t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  n a t i v e  occupants  of 
Northf i e  l d  . 
The c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of N o r t h f i e l d  a l o n g  w i t h  D e e r f i e l d  w e r e  t h e  
pr imary  m i l i t a r y  c e n t e r s  f o r  c o l o n i a l  f o r c e s  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  Middle 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y  d u r i n g  t h e  I n d i a n  Wars of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  
The s e t t l e m e n t  had t h e  m o s t  d i v e r s i f i e d  economies of  t h e  p r e s e n t  
F r a n k l i n  County towns d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  The g r e a t e s t  
p r o b a b i l i t y  f o r  s u r v i v i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of C o l o n i a l  
p e r i o d  s e t t l m e n t  shou ld  occur  s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of N o r t h f i e l d  
on B e e r s  P l a i n  Road/ Route 63/ Meadow Road and i n  w e s t e r n  N o r t h f i e l d  
on M t .  Hebron S t a t i o n  Road. 

FEDERAL PERIOD 

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

Continued improvement of r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  C e n t e r  
w i t h  e a s t - w e s t  c o r r i d o r  a c r o s s  h i g h l a n d s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  F i f t h  
Massachuse t t s  Turnpike  (1799) a s  Warwick Avenue a l o n g  Minot Brook 
(now abandoned) and r e a l i g n m e n t  of nor th - sou th  a x i s  from N o r t h f i e l d  
Farms t o  M i l l e r ' s  F a l l s  a s  Route 63 from Meadow Road. Continued 
improvement of C o n n e c t i c u t  River c r o s s i n g s  w i t h  b r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t e d  
between G r e a t  and B e n n e t t  Meadow a t  Route 10 (1811) and f e r r y  
s e r v i c e  e s t a b l i s h e d  from P.lil1 Brook t o  Moose P l a i n  w i t h  l o c a l  
c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  West N o r t h f i e l d  on Ca ldwel l  Road and S a t a n s  Kingdom, 
and l o c a l  f e r r i e s  t o  G i l l  from N o r t h f i e l d  Farms and P i n e  Meadow. 
Secondary r e g i o n a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  expanded t o  Erv ing  from Northf i e l d  
Cen te r  a s  The Gulf Road and s o u t h  a long  J a c k s  Brook and e a s t  a c r o s s  
G r e a t  Swamp a s  Orange Road. 

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1790 and 1830,  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew by 1 0 2 % ,  t h e  
l a r g e s t  growth r a t e  of any town i n  t h e  county f o r  t h o s e  y e a r s  b u t  
f o r  Heath. For N o r t h f i e l d ,  t h e  decade of t h e  g r e a t e s t  r i se  was 
1810-20, when t h e  town grew on a v e r a g e  by o v e r  36 p e r s o n s  p e r  y e a r .  
By 1830 t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  1 ,757.  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Northfield



C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  remained a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Cen te r  a long  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  
development of secondary  f o c u s  n o r t h  of  M i l l  R ive r  a t  Winchester  
Road j u n c t i o n  t o  Vermont b r i d g e .  A g r i c u l t u r e  main ta ined  a s  primary 
a c t i v i t y  a long  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  meadows w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  of v i l l a g e  
hamle t s  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Farms on Fourmile  Brook and W e s t  N o r t h f i e l d  
on Moose P l a i n .  

D.  Economic Base: 

Predominant ly  p r o s p e r o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and r i v e r - t r a d e  economy, w i t h  
f i v e  g r i s t  m i l l s  i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 1830. E a r l i e s t  d i s t i l l e r y ,  1791,  
by Samuel B r e w e r  of  Boston,  fo l lowed  by two more c .1811-and l a t e r .  
Dis t i l le r ies  c l o s e d  soon a f t e r  1830. Corn and r y e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
g r a i n s  grown, though b o t h  broom c o r n  (1813) and hops (1818) i n t r o -  
duced,  t h e  l a t t e r  p redominan t ly  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

~ e s i d e n t i a l :  A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  dozen houses  and a  c o n s i d e r a b l y  s m a l l e r  
number of c o t t a g e s  of t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  remain i n  N o r t h f i e l d .  
Houses i n c l u d e  a  preponderance  of c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  examples,  e i t h e r  
w i t h  doub le  i n t e r i o r  o r  end chimneys, a  few r e a r w a l l  chimney houses 
w e r e  a l s o  no ted .  For  c o t t a g e s ,  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  predominates .  
N o r t h f i e l d  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  v a r i e t y  and h i g h  q u a l i t y  of i t s  F e d e r a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  which i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  s u b s t a n t i a l  and s t y l i s h  houses .  
A s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  1780s ,  c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  houses  w i t h  wel l -developed 
F e d e r a l  d e t a i l s ,  such a s  t h e  Pomeroy Smith House ( 1 7 8 3 ) ,  w e r e  be ing  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  town. Large ,  double  p i l e  p l a n  houses ,  t h e i r  s i z e  a  
r e f l e c t i o n  of  t h e  town ' s  p r o s p e r i t y ,  were b u i l t  i n  some numbers. 
Double p i l e  p l a n  houses  i n c l u d e  t h e  Dickinson ( ~ a . 1 7 8 5 ) ~  Nevers 
(1811; C a l v i n  S t e a r n s ) ,  Blake ,  White (1784; Rice  B r o t h e r s ,  Sunder land,  
b u i l d e r s )  and Pomeroy Smith Houses. Another house of n o t e  i s  t h e  
S t e a r n s - F i e l d  House (1828) , a n  e a r l y  Greek R e v i v a l  templef  r o n t  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  d e t a i l i n g  i n c l u d i n g  a n  e l l i p t i c a l  p a t e r a  
i n  t h e  g a b l e  and e n t r a n c e  su r round  w i t h  s e m i e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  and 
t h r e e - q u a r t e r  s i d e l i g h t s .  The e a r l i e s t  works of C a l v i n  S t e a r n s ,  a  
member of N o r t h f i e l d ' s  p r o l i f i c  and t a l e n t e d  f a m i l y  of  b u i l d e r s ,  
a l s o  d a t e  from t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  and i n c l u d e  C a l v i n ' s  own house 
( 1 8 0 7 ) ,  t h e  Nevers House and t h e  S t e a r n s - F i e l d  House. P e r i o d  houses 

w e r e  observed on Route 63,  Winches te r ,  B e e r s  P l a i n  and Meadow Roads. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  No i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  known 
t o  s u r v i v e .  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  amount of a c t i v i t y  d i d ,  however, occur  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  1799,  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  became U n i t a r i a n .  Churches 
formed i n  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  s h o r t l i v e d  (1828-1830) Second 
U n i t a r i a n ,  Second Congrega t iona l  (1825; meetinghouse 1 8 2 9 ) ,  Methodis t  
(o rgan ized  1810) and B a p t i s t  (1829) s o c i e t i e s .  I n  1829, t h e  
N o r t h f i e l d  Academy of U s e f u l  Knowledge was i n c o r p o r a t e d  and i n  1813, 
a  p r i v a t e  s o c i a l  l i b r a r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  
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V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of n o r t h - s o u t h  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  r a i l -  
r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Vermont. Pr imary  r o u t e  a long  e a s t  s i d e  from 
Millers F a l l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  N e w  London and Nor thern  (Vermont 
C e n t r a l )  w i t h  d e p o t s  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Farms, G i l l  S t a t i o n  and North- 
f i e l d  Cen te r  and b r i d g e  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  (1849) t o  W e s t  
N o r t h f i e l d .  Pr imary  r o u t e  a long  wes t  s i d e  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  Connec t i cu t  
V a l l e y  (1847) w i t h  j u n c t i o n  a t  W e s t  Northf i e l d  t o  Vernon Vermont. 

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

I n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  b u t  f o r  a  b r i e f  r i se  i n  t h e  mid ' 5 0 s ,  
N o r t h f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  remained r e l a t i v e l y  s t a g n a n t ,  w i t h  t h e  number 
of r e s i d e n t s  remaining i n  t h e  1 7 0 0 ' s .  I n  1855,  6% of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
had been born  i n  I r e l a n d .  Much of t h e  I r i s h  community probably  
a r r i v e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  r a i l r o a d s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1840s. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

N o r t h f i e l d  Main S t r e e t  c o n t i n u e d  a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  and commercial 
c e n t e r  w i t h  secondary  f o c u s  on North Main S t r e e t  above M i l l  Brook. 
Regional  r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  (1847-50) c r e a t e d  d e p o t  v i l l a g e s  a t  
G i l l  S t a t i o n  on e a s t  s i d e  and W e s t  N o r t h f i e l d  j u n c t i o n  on Vernon 
(Vermont) b o r d e r .  Tobacco farming i n t r o d u c e d  a s  commercial a g r i -  
c u l t u r e  on C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  lowlands w i t h  l i m i t e d  upland d a i r y  farms 
around Brush Mountain Road. 

D. Economic Base: 

Opening of t h e  two r a i l r o a d  l i n e s  gave  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  a  new 
market .  Hops, tobacco ,  and broom.corn a l l  e x c e l l e d .  I n  1855, 
N o r t h f i e l d  grew 275 a c r e s  of broom c o r n ,  second on ly  t o  D e e r f i e l d ' s  
283 a c r e s ,  though i t s  broom p r o d u c t i o n ,  va lued  a t  $27,000 t h a t  y e a r ,  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of t h e  county  p r o d u c t i o n  of brooms. 
N o r t h f i e l d  hops were va lued  a t  $6225, more t h a n  t w i c e  t h e  v a l u e  of 
a l l  o t h e r  hop c r o p s  i n  t h e  county .  N o r t h f i e l d  a l s o  produced 50,000 
b u s h e l s  of c h a r c o a l ,  t h i r d  i n  t h e  county  a f t e r  Erv ing  and L e v e r e t t  
p r o d u c t i o n s .  

On t h e  Warwick Road, a  s m a l l  p a i l  f a c t o r y  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  1860s -- 
an i n d u s t r y  more t y p i c a l  of  t h e  towns t o  t h e  e a s t ,  Warwick, Orange, 
and Erving.  

E.  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Major new r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur red  i n  t h e  
town d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The f o c u s  of a c t i v i t y  con t inued  t o  be  
c o n t a i n e d  a long  Main S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  b u t  a d d i t i o n a l  
development took p l a c e  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  farms and a t  West N o r t h f i e l d ,  
a long  lower Main S t r e e t  and Mount Herman Road, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  F o r  
two-story houses ,  which form t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  
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a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  u s e  of t h e  s i d e h a l l  was n e a r l y  u n i v e r s a l  and can 
be  seen  a s  an  i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  town ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l m a t u r i t y .  I n  
o u t l y i n g  s e c t i o n s ,  c o t t a g e s  w e r e  more common and f o r  t h e s e ,  s i d e h a l l  
and c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s  w e r e  used w i t h  e q u a l  f requency.  Of n o t e  i n  
t h e  town was t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  impor tance  of t h e  S t e a r n s  f ami ly  of 
b u i l d e r s .  The S t e a r n s  f a m i l y  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a  number of  t h e  
p e r i o d ' s  most d i s t i n c t i v e  and s t y l i s h  houses, among them t h e  temple- 
f r o n t  Lane ( c a .  1845, C a l v i n  S t e a r n s ) ,  Wright  ( 1 8 4 7 ) ,  and S t e a r n s  
(1837) and Belding-Glover (1840) Houses, t h e  C a l l e n d e r  House (1846,  
George S t e a s n s )  and t h e  H a l l  ( c a .  1846) House. The H a l l  House, 
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  Goth ic  and Greek Rev iva l  e l ements  i n c l u d i n g  a t t a c h e d  
o u t b u i l d i n g s  l i n k e d  by a  l a n c e t - a r c h e d  a r c a d e ,  i s  p robab ly  t h e  
f i n e s t  house of t h e  p e r i o d  and one of  t h e  most i n g e n i o u s  and we l l -  
p r e s e r v e d  Gothic/Greek R e v i v a l  c o t t a g e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  
t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  s t y l e  predominated i n  t h e  town and an u n u s u a l l y  
l a r g e  number of temple  f r o n t  Greek Rev iva l  houses  and c o t t a g e s  
s u r v i v e .  Notable  I t a l i a n a t e  houses  i n c l u d e  one w i t h  board and b a t t e n  
s i d i n g  n e a r  G i l l  S t a t i o n  and a  c l u s t e r  of  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  c o t t a g e s  a t  
Northf i e l d  Farms. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  I t  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  o n l y  one i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  recorded  i n  l o c a l  h i s t o r i e s .  Tha t  b u i l d i n g ,  
t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church, was b u i l t  i n  1833 by Will iam Pomeroy and 
burned i n  1871. I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  schoolhouses  w e r e  con- 
s t r u c t e d  and some probab ly  s t i l l  s t a n d ,  c o n v e r t e d  t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  o r  
o t h e r  u s e s .  One s t r u c t u r e ,  which may have been c o n s t r u c t e d  o r i g i n a l l y  
a s  a  s c h o o l ,  was no ted  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  Tha t  i s  a  one-s to ry  Greek 
Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  doub le  e n t r a n c e s ,  l o c a t e d  on Route 63 and 
c u r r e n t l y  i n  u s e  a s  t h e  Community Church. The f i r s t  C a t h o l i c s  i n  
town were I r i s h  r a i l r o a d  workers  who a r r i v e d  a f t e r  1846. 

Commercial: Only one commercial b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  known t o  
s u r v i v e .  T h a t  i s  t h e  Webster Block ( 1 8 4 8 ) ,  a  two-s tory ,  s i x  bay 
wide f rame I t a l i a n a t e  s t r u c t u r e  a l t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  f l a t  
roof  c a .  1900. 

LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Pr imary  r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r s  remained a s  C o n n e c t i c u t  v a l l e y  r a i l r o a d  
r o u t e s  w i t h  e a s t  s i d e  Vermont C e n t r a l  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  Cen te r  and w e s t  
s i d e  Boston and Maine t o  Mount Hermon from W e s t  N o r t h f i e l d  j u n c t i o n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  r e b u i l d i n g  of C o n n e c t i c u t  b r i d g e  (1911; s t i l l  i n  p l a c e )  . 
Continued o p e r a t i o n  of C o n n e c t i c u t  River  f e r r i e s  from G i l l  t o  
N o r t h f i e l d  Farms and G i l l  S t a t i o n ,  and rep lacement  of major  spans  
w i t h  s tee l  t r u s s  b r i d g e s  (1903) a t  s o u t h  (Route 1 0 )  and n o r t h  
c r o s s i n g  ( S c h n e l l ;  o r i g i n a l  s t i l l  i n t a c t ) .  Expansion of l o c a l  
s t reet  system around N o r t h f i e l d  School  (1879) i n c l u d i n g  Highland 
and Birnam Avenue from E a s t  N o r t h f i e l d  t o  N o r t h f i e l d  Center .  No 
t r o l l e y  r o u t e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  through a r e a .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Northfield



B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

A f t e r  1870 N o r t h f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  began t o  d e c l i n e .  Not u n t i l  1885, 
presumably r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  founding of Moody's s c h o o l s ,  d i d  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  beg in  t o  c l imb ,  which i t  d i d  s t e a d i l y  w i t h  on ly  one b reak  
u n t i l  1905. I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  N o r t h f i e l d  had a  p o p u l a t i o n  of 2,017 -- 
some 17% above t h e  f i g u r e  35 y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  Unaccountably,  between 
1905 and 1910,  N o r t h f i e l d  suddenly  l o s t  n e a r l y  a  f i f t h  of i t s  popu- 
l a t i o n ,  and f i n i s h e d  o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  1,782 r e s i d e n t s .  N o r t h f i e l d ' s  
1905 p o p u l a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  P o l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  I r i s h  and Engl ish-born  
immigrants .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  and commercial a c t i v i t i e s  remained focused a long  N o r t h f i e l d  
Main S t r e e t  w i t h  pr imary  c e n t e r  a t  School  - Depot S t r e e t  c r o s s i n g .  
S i g n i f i c a n t  development of  North Main S t r e e t  a s  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t  w i t h  l o c a t i o n  of N o r t h f i e l d  School  (1879) a long  Lou i s iana  
Brook and suburban housing a r e a  a long  Winches ter  Avenue i n  E a s t  
N o r t h f i e l d .  West N o r t h f i e l d  con t inued  t o  expand a s  r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n  
from Vernon (Vermont) w i t h  d e p o t  v i l l a g e  a t  Mount Hermon S t a t i o n  
( G i l l ) .  A g r i c u l t u r e  remained a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  a l o n g  Connec t i cu t  
lowlands w i t h  l o c a l  v i l l a g e  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Farms. 

D.  Economic Base: 

The r a i l r o a d s  which b r o u g h t  new marke t s  i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d ,  b rough t  c o m p e t i t i v e  w e s t e r n  c r o p s  t o  town i n  t h e  L a t e  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  Canning and p i c k l e  f a c t o r i e s  which o p e r a t e d  f o r  
a  t i m e  encouraged t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of s w e e t  c o r n  and cucumbers, and 
t h e  N o r t h f i e l d  Coopera t ive  Creamery took t h e  d a i r y  f a r m e r s '  cream, 
b u t  by and l a r g e ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  d e c l i n e d  i n  impor tance  a s  
N o r t h f i e l d  took on a  new n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n ,  b rough t  by Dwight L .  
Moody. 

By t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h ,  t h e  w o r l d ' s  wonder 
c e n t u r y ,  N o r t h f i e l d  had come t o  have a  doub le  
c h a r a c t e r .  I t  was now a  s c h o o l  town, w i t h  t h e  two 
s c h o o l s  of Moody's founding and f o s t e r i n g  w e l l -  
developed i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a  r e l i g i o u s  c e n t e r  f o r  
r a d i a t i n g  t h e  g o s p e l  t o  t h e  w o r l d ' s  f a r  c o r n e r s ,  
b u t  y e t  t h e  o l d  New England town, q u i e t ,  o r d e r l y ,  
s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  modera te ly  p r o s p e r o u s ,  c a u t i o u s l y  
p r o g r e s s i v e ,  and c o n s c i o u s l y  b e a u t i f u l .  ( P a r s o n s ,  407) 

B e f i t t i n g  t h e  new modern s p i r i t  of t h e  town, two new b r i d g e s  w e r e  
b u i l t  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  c e n t u r y ,  a c r o s s  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t .  The 
Benne t t  Meadow Br idge  (1898) was fo l lowed  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r  by 
F r a n c i s  Rober t  S c h e l l ' s  g i f t  t o  t h e  town, t h e  S c h e l l  Br idge ,  n e a r l y  
i d e n t i c a l  i n  d i s i g n .  Both w e r e  des igned  by an  e n g i n e e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  many of t h e  l a r g e  C o n n e c t i c u t  Va l l ey  b r i d g e s  of t h e  p e r i o d ,  
Edward S .  Shaw. A y e a r  a f t e r  t h e  S c h e l l  B r i d g e ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t o o ,  
b u i l t  a  new b r i d g e .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  I n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  development 
con t inued  t o  expand s t e a d i l y  b u t  a t  a  somewhat s lower  r a t e  t h a n  f o r  
t h e  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d .  New development  occur red  i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  s o u t h  
of t h e  N o r t h f i e l d  - Mount Hermon School  w i t h  i n f i l l  development a long  
Main S t r e e t  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Cen te r  and N o r t h f i e l d  Farms and more l i m i t e d  
new c o n s t r u c t i o n  a long  Mount Hermon Road. The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  houses 
and c o t t a g e s  of t h e  p e r i o d  employ t h e  s i d e h a l l  p l a n  and e x h i b i t  Queen 
Anne s t y l i n g .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t he  two-s tory  houses  t e n d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r  w i t h  c o t t a g e s  l o c a t e d  i n  o u t l y i n g  a r e a s .  A 
s e r i e s  of l a r g e  towered Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses w i t h  
q u a l i t y  d e t a i l i n g  were b u i l t  a long  Highland Avenue s o u t h  of N o r t h f i e l d -  
Mount Herman. Other  l a r g e  and w e l l  d e t a i l e d  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen Anne, 
C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and Craf tsman houses  w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t .  
The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  remaining r e s i d e n c e s  of t h e  p e r i o d  a r e  s i m p l e r  
Queen Anne o r  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  
one-s to ry  porches .  Also  of n o t e  a r e  t h e  c l u s t e r  of pos t -1901 Queen 
Anne and Craftsman summer c o t t a g e s  above Winches ter  Road ( R u s t i c  
Ridge) . 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Major p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
took p l a c e  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  The f o u n d a t i o n  i n  1879 and l a t e r  r a p i d  
growth of t h e  N o r t h f i e l d  Seminary accoun t s  f o r  much of t h a t  growth 
b u t  i m p o r t a n t  m u n i c i p a l  and r e l i g i o u s  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  b u i l t  a s  w e l l .  
The e a r l i e s t  b u i l d i n g s  b u i l t  a t  Northfield-Mount  Herman a r e  a  s e r i e s  
of b r i c k  Queen Anne and V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  1880s 
i n c l u d i n g  E a s t  H a l l  (1880) , T a l c o t t  L i b r a r y  (1888) Weston (1887) , 
Holton (1885) and Marquand (1884) H a l l s ;  t h e  e a r l i e s t  (1879) i s  
Revel1 H a l l .  The n e x t  major  b u i l d i n g  campaign o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  1900, 
a l t h o u g h  a  few b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  1890s should  b e  n o t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  Moody House ( 1 8 9 0 ) ,  t h e  Renaissance  Rev iva l  Audi- 
to r ium ( 1 8 9 4 ) ,  Sk inner  Gym (1895) and t h e  c h a l e t - l i k e  S t i c k  S t y l e  
Bookstore  ( 1 8 9 8 ) .  Notable  20th  c e n t u r y  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  E n g l i s h  
Goth ic  Rev iva l  R u s s e l l  Sage Chapel  ( 1 9 0 9 ) ,  and two Renaissance  
Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  Music H a l l  (1909) and Kenarden H a l l  (1913) , 
b o t h  b e a u t i f u l l y  d e t a i l e d .  Other  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  l o c a t e d  
a t  t h e  town c e n t e r ,  a r e  t h e  Romanesque Rev iva l  F i r s t  P a r i s h  Church 
of 1871, b u i l t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  1833 church which burned ,  t h e  S t i c k  
S t y l e  S a i n t  P a t r i c k ' s  Church (1886,  Page and Walker) and t h e  
Dickinson Memorial L i b r a r y  (1897,  Henry M a r s h a l l  F r a n c i s ,  F i t c h b u r g )  . 
The l i b r a r y ,  a  g r a n i t e  Richardomian Romanesque s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  t h e  
most monumental m u n i c i p a l  b u i l d i n g  i n  town. Also  of  n o t e  a r e  t h e  
b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  N o r t h f i e l d  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  ( 1 9 0 3 ) ,  t h e  
1 t . a l i a n a t e  Grange ( c a .  1875) , frame C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  F i e l d  Memorial 
L i b r a r y  (1898) a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Farms and Dickinson H a l l  ( 1 8 9 0 ) ,  a  
S t i c k  S ty le /Queen  Anne b u i l d i n g  on Mount Hermon Road, p o s s i b l y  
b u i l t  a s  a  schoo l .  

Commercial: S e v e r a l  two-s tory  f rame commercial b l o c k s  were b u i l t  
a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Cen te r  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  among them, 
t h e  Robbins S t o r e  ( c a .  1910) , Buffum S t o r e  ( c a .  1910) and Webs te r ' s  
S t o r e  ( 1 9 0 3 ) .  A l l  f e a t u r e  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  p l a n  
t y p i c a l  of p e r i o d  s t o r e s .  
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X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Connec t i cu t  R ive r  r a i l r o a d s  s t i l l  remained a s  pr imary  nor th - sou th  
c o r r i d o r s  from Vermont t o  g r e e n f i e l d  and Millers F a l l s .  Improve- 
ment of  l o c a l  highway system a s  a u t o  roads  w i t h  nor th - sou th  a x i s  
d e s i g n a t e d  a s  Route 6 3  th rough  N o r t h f i e l d  Cen te r  and e a s t - w e s t  
connec to r  from Bernards ton  t o  N e w  Hampshire a s  Route 10 connec t ing  
a t  W e s t  N o r t h f i e l d  over  S c h n e l l  Br idge  t o  Route 30 (Vernon, VT) . 
B. Popu la t ion :  

From 1920 onward, N o r t h f i e l d ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  grew modera te ly .  By 1940, 
w i t h  t h e  r e s i d e n t  c o u n t  a t  1 , 9 7 5 ,  t h e  town had a  modest 10.8% growth 
r a t e  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  f o r  t h e  coun ty ,  and much of i t  
probab ly  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l s .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Continued expans ion  of E a s t  N o r t h f i e l d  a s  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s -  
t r i c t  around N o r t h f i e l d  School  a l o n g  Highland-Birnam Avenue. Local  
c i v i c  a c t i v i t i e s  remained a l o n g  N o r t h f i e l d  Main S t r e e t  a t  School  
S t r e e t  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  g r a d u a l  development of highway commercial 
s e r v i c e s  from Route 6 3  w i t h i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a .  West N o r t h f i e l d  
main ta ined  a s  a d j u n c t  t o  Vernon (Vermont) r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
development o f  g r a v e l  i n d u s t r y  a l o n g  Mount Hermon Road. Commercial 
farming con t inued  a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  lowlands w i t h  
secondary  hamlets  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  Farms and G i l l  S t a t i o n .  

D .  Economic Base: 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  a l o n g  t h e  broad t e r r a c e s  of t h e  
f e r t i l e  v a l l e y  .... No new i n d u s t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  dropped o f f  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  t h e  E a r l y  Modern 
p e r i o d .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  a  f a i r  number of  bunga lo id  and Craftsman c o t t a g e s  
and houses w e r e  b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  town, bo th  a s  i n f i l l  hous ing a t  t h e  
town c e n t e r  and i n  more i s o l a t e d  l o c a t i o n s .  W e l l - d e t a i l e d  houses o f  
t h e  1920s ,  w i t h  h i p  o r  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  w e r e  no ted  on Main, Highland and 
Winchester  Roads. Limi ted  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d .  A t  N o r t h f i e l d  Mount Hermon Schoo l ,  t h e  Merrill-Kemp 
d o r m i t o r y ,  a  v e r y  l a r g e  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  bu i ld ing ,was  c o n s t r u c t e d  
i n  1937. 

Munic ipa l  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  t h e  Georgian Rev iva l  Town H a l l  (1927) and 
h i p  r o o f e d  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  Cen te r  School  ( c a . 1 9 3 0 ) .  Commercial 
b u i l d i n g s  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  i n c l u d e  S p e n c e r ' s  (1919) and Morgan's 
(1921) Garages.  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Northfield



X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Genera l :  I n v e n t o r y  fo rms  have  been  r e c o r d e d  f o r  most  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  town. A r e a s  documented a r e  N o r t h f i e l d  
C e n t e r ,  Nor thf ie ld-Mount  Hermon Schoo l  and N o r t h f i e l d  Farms. While 
t h e  s u r v e y  c o v e r s  a r e a s  of  p r i m a r y  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  forms  
themse lves  a r e  u n r e l i a b l e  and sometimes i n c o m p l e t e .  The most  s e r i o u s  
problem i s  w i t h  fo rms  f o r  t h e  Nor thf ie ld-Mount  Hermon s c h o o l  which 
a r e  comple te  f o r  b u i l d i n g  d a t e  and donor  b u t  which f a i l  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e s i g n s .  Given t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many of  
t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  impor t ance  and  
p r o b a b l y  by n a t i o n a l l y - n o t e d  a r c h i t e c t s ,  t h i s  o v e r s i g h t  r e p r e s e n t s  
a  ma jo r  sho r t coming .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e s  f o r  many b u i l d i n g s ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 t h  and l a t e  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y ,  are  i n c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  s t y l i s t i c  e v i d e n c e  and s h o u l d  n o t  b e  r e l i e d  upon. 
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