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MHC R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  R e p o r t  

D a t e :  O c t o b e r  1985 Communi ty :  Newbury 

I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

N a t i v e  s i t e s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y ,  a1 t h o u g h  u n c o n f i r m e d  i n  
Newbury,  p o s s i b l e  a t  m o u t h s  o f  I n d i a n  & A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  a t  t h e  
M e r r i m a c k .  F i r s t  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  1634  o n  n o r t h  
s h o r e  o f  P a r k e r  R i v e r  a t  O u l d  Road ( l i k e l y  c o a s t a l  n a t i v e  t r a i l  ) 
j o i n i n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  R i v e r  w i t h  t h e  M e r r i m a c k .  S e a r c h  f o r  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  1  and l e d  t o  1 6 4 2  t r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  o f  i n i t i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  (now Newbury O l d  Town) n o r t h  t o  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  S i t e  
(now Newbury V i l l a g e ) .  From t h a t  t i m e ,  s e t t l e m e n t  d i s p e r s e d  i n  
s e v e r a l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  u n t i l  b y  t h e  Rev01 u t i o n a r y  War, 5  p a r i s h e s  had 
been e s t a b l  i shed w i t h i n  t h e  town.  M e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  n o r t h w e s t e r n  Newbury ( 2 n d  P a r i s h  and now West 
Newbury )  1 6 8 9 ;  i n  B y f i e l d ,  1702 ;  i n  p r e s e n t  N e w b u r y p o r t  a r e a ,  ( 3 r d  
P a r i s h )  1725;  i n  W e s t e r n  Newbury ( 4 t h  P a r i s h  f r o m  Znd, now West 
Newbury )  1 7 2 9 ;  i n  B e l l e v i l l e  a r e a  ( 5 t h  P a r i s h ,  now N e w b u r y p o r t )  
1762.  

C o n t e m p o r a r y  Newbury encompasses n e a r l y  a l l  o f  f i r s t  and B y f i e l d  
P a r i s h e s ,  b u t  t w o  a r e a s  f u n c t i o n a l l y  n o r  s o c i a l l y  n e v e r  h a v e  
j o i n e d .  W i t h  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  N e w b u r y p o r t  i n  1764 a n d  t h a t  t o w n ' s  
r a p i d  g r o w t h ,  i n  t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  e a s t e r n  Newbury w i t h  i t s  
emphas is  on a a r i c u l t u r e ,  became o r i e n t e d  t o  p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  on t h e  
M e r r i m a c k .  W e s t e r n  Newbury ( B y f i e l  d l ,  however ,  w i t h  i t s  u p l a n d  
w a t e r p o w e r  a d v a n t a g e  o v e r  t h e  c o a s t a l l y  l o c a t e d  t o w n s ,  g a i n e d  an 
e a r l y  f o o t h o l d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  
w e r e  n o t  t o  t h e  c o a s t  o r  r i v e r  b u t  t o w a r d  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  t o  
George town  and West Newbury.  

I n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' ~ ~  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  B y f i e l d  l e d  t o  an 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t e x t i l e  
and shoe p r o d u c t i o n )  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  and i t s  u n d i s p u t e d  
emergence as  M e w b u r y ' s  p r i m a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  and c o m m e r c i a l  c o r e .  
B u t  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  a1 t h o u g h  m a r k i n g  t h e  peak o f  B y f i e l d ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  
p r o d u c t i o n ,  a l s o  m a r k e d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  i t s  d e c l i n e  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  I n  t h e  1 8 5 0 1 s ,  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  s team power  i n  
N e w b u r y p o r t  removed t h e  w a t e r p o w e r  a d v a n t a g e  o f  B y f i e l d ' s  i n t e r i o r  
h e a d w a t e r s  l o c a t i o n .  The Newhury v i l l a g e  was h e n c e f o r w a r d  
c o m p l e t e  w i t h  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  M e w b u r y p o r t ' s  p o s t s i d e  l o c a t i o n .  
A1 t h o u g h  w e s t e r n  Newbury ( B y f i e l  d )  and e a s t e r n  Newbury (Newbury  
V i l l a g e  t o  Newbury 01 d  Town) b o t h  e x p e r i e n c e d  g r o w t h  and r e l a t i v e  
p r o s p e r i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e y  d i d  so w i t h i n  
t h e  t e m p e r i n g  c l  i m a t e  o f  N e w b u r y p o r t  e c o n o m i c ,  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  
domi nance.  E a s t e r n  N e w b u r y ' s  Newbury V i l l  age  t o  Newbury 01 d  Town 
A x i s  c o r r i d o r  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  began  i t s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  
an  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  e x p a n d i n g  N e w b u r y p o r t  
( h o w e v e r ,  s m a l l  s c a l e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  N e w b u r y p o r t ) .  B y f i e l d  
c o n t i n u e d  a s  N e w b u r y ' s  f o c u s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  and c o m m e r i c a l  



a c t i v i t i e s .  Town e x p e r i e n c e d  e c o n o m i c  boom i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  
p e r i o d ,  b o t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  i n d u s t r i  a1 p r o d u c t i o n  e x p a n d i n g .  

P l  um I s l a n d ,  a1 t h o u g h  w i t h  t u r n p i k e  c o n n e c t i o n  s i n c e  1806,  d u r i n g  
1  a t t e r  ha1 f o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  a t t r a c t e d  i n c r e a s i n g  r e s i d e n t i a l  
( c o t t a g e )  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  By E a r l y  Modern  p e r i o d ,  P lum I s l a n d  i s  
f o c u s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s  w i t h i n  t h e  town.  E a s t e r n  Newbury 
( H i g h  S t r e e t  e s p e c i a l l y )  c o n t i n u e d  a s  r e s i d e n t i a l  o u t 1  i e r  o f  
N e w b u r y p o r t ,  and  B y f i e l d ,  i t s  m a n u f a c t u r i e s  h a v i n g  s lowed ,  a s  
s m a l l  s c a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  f o c u s  w i t h i n  t h e  town.  M a j o r i t y  o f  
b u i l d i n g  i s  o f  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  m o d e s t  homes s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
r u r a l  ( e s p e c i a l l y  c e n t e r )  Newbury.  I n t e r s t a t e  95 1  eads t o  
i n c r e a s e d  pace  o f  b o i l  d i n g  i n  p o s t - w a r  decades.  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
e f f o r t s  k e e p  t h e  e a s t e r n  town  i n t a c t ,  w h i l e  B y f i e l d  f a c e s  t h r e a t  
f r o m  i n v a s i o n  o f  c o m m e r i c a l ,  s e r v i c e - o r i e n t e d  b u s i n e s s e s  i n  
v i l l a g e  c e n t e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

The P l a n t a t i o n  o f  Newbury,  o r i g i n a l l y  f o u n d e d  i n  1635,  was 
e n l a r g e d  i n  1649 w i t h  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  2 / 5 t h 1 s  o f  P lum I s l a n d .  
T h r e e  v i l l a g e s  emerged i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  town ,  and  p r o v i d e d  t h e  
b a s i s  f o r  s u b s e q u e n t  a n n e x a t i o n s .  New Town ( N e w b u r y ' s  t h i r d  
P a r i s h )  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  N e w b u r y p o r t  i n  1764.  The West D i s t r i c t  
( N e w b u r y ' s  Second P a r i s h )  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  P a r s o n s  i n  1819,  and 
renamed West Newbury b y  1820.  O l d  Town ( t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  o f  
Newbury )  assumed i t s  p r e s e n t  b o u n d a r y  i n  1851 when n e a r l y  6000 
a c r e s  were  l e a s e d  t o  N e w b u r y p o r t .  

I I I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The town o f  Newbury i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  
Essex  Coun ty ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  t h e  town  l i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  New E n g l a n d  S e a b o a r d  l o w l a n d ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth  
c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o f  l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400 and  

-- 500 f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  I n  Newbury ,  l a n d  s u r f a c e s  g e n e r a l l y  d o p e  
e a s t e r l y  f r o m  u p l a n d s  t o  t h e  c o a s t .  Land  s u r f a c e  a v e r a g e  50 
f e e t  o r  l e s s  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  town  e x c e p t  i n  r e a  a r o u n d  
R o u t e  95 where  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r .  

k 
N e w b u r y ' s  b e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  a r e  c h i e f l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  i g n e o u s  
d e p o s i t s  o f  t h e  Newbury v o l c a n i c  c o m p l e x  a n d  Newbury q u a r t z  
d i o r i  t e s .  Some s m a l l  e r  d e p o s i t s  o f  i g n e o u s  Dedham g r a n o d i o r i  t e s  
a r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  Sedemen ta ry  r o c k 2  i n  t h e  Newbury a r e a  a r e  

- r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  M a r l b o r o  f o r m a t i O c o n s i s t i n g  m a i n l y  o f  d a r k  
b i o t i c  s h i s t  and g r e e n  h o r n b l e n d  s h i s t  w i t h  some a m y g a l o i d .  

- S u r f i c i a l  g e o # @ l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  town  d e r i v e  f r o m  L a t e  
P l e i s t o c e n e  g l a c i a t i o n .  An u n d u l a t i n g  t e r r a i n  d o t t e d  w i t h  kames 
and  k e t t l e s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  s u r f a c e  f e a t u r e s  o f  g l a c i a l  o u t w a s h  
o r i g i n .  B o t h  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  a n d  P lum I s l a n d  c o a s t l i n e  show 
e f f e c t s  o f  sea l e v e l  r i s e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  m e l t i n g  o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  
i c e  s h e e t .  

N e w b u r y ' s  s o i l s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a1 s o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  L a t e  
P l e i s t o c e n e  g l a c i a t i o n .  Sea l e v e l  r i s e  and  w i n d  and  w a t e r  e r o s i o n  
have  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n s  l a r g e s t  s o i l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  I p s w i c h  - 
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Westb rook  - U d i  psamments a s s o c i a t i o n .  These  s o i l s  o c c u r  i n  t h e  
P l u m  I s l a n d  a r e a  a n d  i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  s a l t  m a r s h  e s t u a r y  a r e a  i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  town.  S o i l s  i n  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  mucky 
o r  sandy and  f o r m e d  i n  o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s  o r  w i n d b l o w n  sands 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Mucky s o i l s  a r e  v e r y  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d  and  o c c u r  i n  
n e a r l y  l e v e l  a r e a s ,  a n d  sandy s o i l s  a r e  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d  and  
o c c u r  i n  g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  t o  v e r y  s t e e p  a r e a s .  S o i l s  o f  t h e  
S c a n t i c - M a y b i d - B o s t o n  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  t h e  s e c o n d  m o s t  common s o i l s  
i n  Newbury. These s o i l s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n o r t h  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  
t o w n  ( m o s t l y  b e t w e e n  R t .  1  and 1 A )  a n d  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  
o f  town e a s t  o f  R o u t e  95. These s o i l s  a r e  l o a m y  and f o r m e d  i n  
l a c u s t r i n e  o r  m a r i n e  s e d i m e n t s .  They a r e  v e r y  p o o r l y  t o  
m o d e r a t e l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d  a n d  o c c u r  i n  deep, n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  
a r e a .  S o i l s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  H i n c k l e y - W i n d s o r - M e r r i m a c  
a s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e  a  l i m i t e d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a r o u n d  R t .  1A. They a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d ,  sandy a n d  l o a m y  f o r m e d  i n  o u t w a s h  
d e p o s i t s .  S o i l s  o f  t h e  Char1  ton -Rock  o u t c r o p - M e d i s a p r i s t s  
a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  and i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t own .  
These s o i l s  a r e  deep a n d  o c c u r  i n  n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  
They r a n g e  f r o m  l o a m s  t o  r o c k  o u t c r o p s  t o  mucky s o i l s  a n d  a r e  w e l l  
d r a i n e d  t o  v e r y  p o o r l y  d r a i n e d .  These s o i l s  a r e  f o r m e d  i n  g l a c i a l  
t i l l  and i n  o r g a n i c  d e p o s i t s .  

M a j o r  d r a i n a g e  i n  Newbury i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  i n  t h e  s o u t h  
and L i t t l e  R i v e r  i n  t h e  n o r t h ,  b o t h  d r a i n i n g  e a s t e r l y .  I n  t h e  
e a s t  d r a i n a g e  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  R i v e r  e s t u a r y  w h i c h  
i n c l u d e s  s e v e r a l  t i d a l  c r e e k s  and an e x t e n s i v e  s a l t  marsh .  Some 
s m a l l  f r e s h w a t e r  ponds  and w e t l a n d s  a l s o  e x i s t .  

The o r i g i n a l  f o r e s t  g r o w t h  i n  Newbury and  i n  Essex  C o u n t y  i n  
g e n e r a l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  m i x e d  g r o w t h  o f  w h i t e  p i n e ,  oak ,  c h e s t n u t ,  
pop1 a r ,  map le ,  b i r c h  and some o t h e r  ha rdwoods  and c o n i  f e r s .  
Second g r o w t h  p a t t e r n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  town  t o d a y ,  
r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  s e c o n d  g r o w t h  oak and c h e s t n u t  i n  u p l a n d s ,  s c r u b  
oak and p i t c h  p i n e  i n  a r e a  o f  d r o u g h t y  and  sandy  s o i l s .  Dune a n d  
m a r s h  v e g e t a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  much o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  a r e a  
o f  town.  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1 5 0 0 - 1 6 2 0 )  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  Newbury a r e a  1  i k e l y  
e m p h a s i z e d  w a t e r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  r i v e r ,  c r e e k s  and  
c o a s t l i n e .  A m a j o r  r o u t e  1  i k e l y  e x i s t e d  on t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  w i t h  
o t h e r  r o u t e s  on t h e  M i l l  R i v e r  and  L i t t l e  R i v e r .  C o n j e c t u r e d  
t r a i l s  were  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t  a l o n g  a l l  o f  t h e  r i v e r s  l i s t e d  
above.  A m a j o r  n o r t h - s o u t h  c o a s t a l  r o u t e  may a l s o  have  e x i s t e d  i n  
t h e  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  - M i d d l e  S t r e e t  a r e a s  w h i c h  s k i r t  w e t l a n d s  and 
may h a v e  e n a b l e d  f o r d i n g  p l a c e s  on c o a s t a l  r i v e r s .  A c o a s t a l  
r o u t e  a l o n g  P lum I s l a n d  may h a v e  a l s o  been p r e s e n t .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Newbury was p r o b a b l y  i n h a b i t e d  b y  members o f  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  I n d i a n s  
and r e l a t e d  g r o u p s  w h i c h  e x t e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  Saugus/Sa lem a r e a  n o r t h  
t o  t h e  York  a r e a  o f  Maine.  L o c a l l y ,  t h i s  g r o u p  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
~ e n a c ~ ~ t  I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  Lower  M e r r i m a c k  d r a i n a g e  
and t h e  Agawam I n d i a n s  f a r t h e r  s o u t h  i n  t h e  I p s w i c h - R o w l e y  a r e a .  
G o o k i n  ( 1 7 9 2 )  l i s t s  ca.  3,000 men b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  Penacook g r o u p  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  1617-1619  e p i d e m i c s ,  w h i l e  Mooney ( 1 9 2 8 :  4 )  l i s t s  
2,000 men b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  Penacook g r o u p ,  as many as 12,000 
n a t i v e s ,  p r o b a b l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  The N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  
t h e  Newbury a r e a  p r o b a b l y  n e v e r  numbered more t h a n  a  f e w  h u n d r e d  
i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and f o l l o w i n g  t h e  e p i d e m i c s ,  f e w e r  t h a n  50 t o  1 0 0  
n a t i v e s  l i k e l y  r e m a i n e d .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Few Woodland p e r i o d  s i t e s  and no C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  known 
f o r  t h e  Newbury a r e a .  However,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  v a r i a b l e s  and l a t e r  
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  s i t e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  
s h o u l d  be  p r e s e n t .  F o r  examp le ,  t h e  mouth o f  t h e  I n d i a n  and 
A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r s  a t  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  may have  been good s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s  as w e l l  as o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h a b i t a t i o n  and v i l l a g e  t y p e  s i t e s ,  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  
s i t e s  such as  f i s h i n g  s i t e s ,  s h e l l  m iddens  and b u r i a l s  were  a l s o  
p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t .  These s i t e s  may have  been l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  
M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  o r  a l o n g  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  i n t e r i o r  w e t l a n d s  such  
as  ponds,  swamps and s t r e a m s .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
p o t e n t i a l  o f  West Newbury and known N a t i v e  Amer i can  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  
t h e  n o r t h  and s o u t h  t h e  West Newbury a r e a  i s  l i k e l y  u n d e r r e p o r t e d  
f o r  t h e  C o n t a c t  P e r i o d .  S i t e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  s h o u l d  be p r e s e n t  i n  
t h e  t o w n s h i p .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  Newbury a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l  f i s h  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  
H u n t i n g  was a  m a j o r  a c t i v i t y  f o c u s i n g  on l a r g e r  mammals such  as 
d e e r  and s m a l l e r  f u r  b e a r e r s .  Sea mammals such  as  s e a l s  may a l s o  
have  been a v a i l a b l e  a l o n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  U p l a n d  game b i r d s  
and d u c k s  were  a l s o  h u n t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  e a s t e r n  Newbury and t h e  
P lum I s l a n d  Sound a r e a .  

L a r g e r  c o a s t a l  r i v e r s  such  as t h e  M i l l  and P a r k e r  R i v e r s  a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  s e a s o n a l  r u n s  o f  s m e l t ,  a l e w i v e s ,  shad, salmon,  s e a - r u n  
t r o u t .  A  v a r i e t y  o f  m a r i n e  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  w o u l d  h a v e  been 
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  P lum I s l a n d  Sound and A t l a n t i c  Ocean. S e v e r a l  
s p e c i e s  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  as w e l l  as f r e s h w a t e r  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  Newbury 
a r e a  p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e .  G a t h e r i n g  a l s o  f o c u s e d  on 
s h e l l  f i s h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  Sound a r e a .  T h i s  
r e g i o n a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  she1 1  f i s h  bed  p r e s e n t l y  c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  
s p e c i e s  o f  s h e l l f i s h  w h i c h  may have  been a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  
C o n t a c t  p e r i o d ,  and N a t i v e  Amer i can  s h e l l  m idden  s i t e s  v e r i f y  t h i s  
e x p e c t a t i o n .  
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D o m e s t i c a t e d  p l a n t s  such as c o r n ,  beans,  pumpk ins ,  squash and  
t o b a c c o  were  i m p o r t a n t .  N a t i v e  f i e l d s  were  1  i k e l y  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  
t h e  P lum I s l a n d  Sound o r  n e a r  r i v e r i n e  a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620-1675)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

Wate r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  r e m a i n e d  t h e  f a s t e s t  a n d  a t  t i m e s  t h e  
m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  be tween  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
Newbury a r e a  and  o t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  n e a r  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  
R i v e r  and t o  t h e  s o u t h  i n  t h e  Row1 e y /  I p s w i  ch/G1 o u c e s t e r / S a l  em 
a r e a .  The P a r k e r  R i v e r  p r o v i d e d  c o n v e n i e n t  w a t e r  t r a v e l  t o  
i n t e r i o r  a r e a s .  Wate r  t r a v e l  was f r e q u e n t l y  made b y  d u g o u t  canoes 
b u t  a l s o  b y  s h a l l o p s .  

I n d i a n  T r a i l s  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  i n  use  i n  t h e  Newbury a r e a  
t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  P e r i o d .  C rude  European  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n  some a r e a  p r i o r  t o  
s e t t l e m e n t .  As e a r l y  as 1634-35  a  r o a d  o r  p a t h w a y  i s  m e n t i o n e d  
c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  I p s w i c h  a r e a  w i t h  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  
as  t h e  " O u l d  Road" t o  Newbury and a c t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a  
n a r r o w  f o o t  p a t h  ( J e w e t t  1 9 4 8 : 1 3 ) .  The r o a d  made a  l o n g  
c i r c u i t o u s  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  t h e  a r e a  be tween  f o r d i n g  p o i n t s .  By 
1635,  t h e  Genera l  C o u r t  o r d e r e d  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  I p s w i c h  and 
Newbury t o  mend t h e  h i g h w a y s  be tween  t h e  two  towns .  

I n  1639  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  o r d e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  r o a d  t o  be l a i d  o u t  i n  
t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay. I t  was e i g h t  r o d s  i n  w i d t h  and was known 
as  t h e  Bay Road. I n  Newbury,  t h e  r o a d  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  M i d d l e  
S t r e e t / B o s t o n  S t r e e t  a r e a .  I n  1661 -62  T h u r l  ows b r i d g e  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  s h i f t i n g  t h i s  r o a d  e a s t w a r d  t o  
i t s  p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n .  By 1639,  a  s e c o n d  r o a d  was c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  
Rowley  n o r t h  t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r .  I n  Newbury, t h i s  r o a d  i s  
known as  t h e  H i g h  Road o r  R o u t e  1A. The r o a d  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  
O l d  Town a r e a  where  a  f e r r y  a c r o s s  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  e x i s t e d  u n t i l  
1758.  Few o t h e r  r o a d s  were  c o m p l e t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  s h i f t  t o  t h e  New 
Town i n  1642. T h e r e ,  a  roadway p r o b a b l y  d e v e l o p e d  r u n n i n g  
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  b e f o r e  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  R t .  133  and  may have  been r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  "Road 
t o  Andover " .  I n  New Town i t s e l f ,  s e v e r a l  r o a d s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  w i t h  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  house  l o t s  i n c l u d i n g  New S t r e e t ,  C ross  
S t r e e t ,  F i s h  S t r e e t ,  S o u t h  S t r e e t ,  New S t r e e t ,  H i l l  S t r e e t  and 
M e r r i m a c k  S t r e e t .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

Newbury was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  i n  1635  by  a b o u t  1 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s .  These 
s e t t l  e r s  were  f r o m  t h e  W i l  t s h i r e - H a m p s h i r e  r e g i o n  o f  Eng land ,  b u t  
was a d i v e r s e  g r o u p  f r o m  d i s t a n t  l o c a l  i t i e s  w i t h o u t  bonds  o f  
f r i e n d s h i p  and n e i g h b o r s .  T h i s  i m i  g r a t i o n  c o n t r a s t e d  t h o s e  i n  
Hingham and Rowley  w h e r e  t i g h t l y  k n i t  f a m i l i e s  and f r i e n d s  
i m m i g r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  same E n g l i s h  l o c a l e s .  O t h e r  g r o u p s  s e t t l e d  i n  
Newbury i n  1638  and 1 6 3 9  c o m i n g  f r o m  more c o h e s i v e  b a c k g r o u n d s  i n  
t h e  Sou thhampton  and H a m p s h i r e  a r e a s .  U n l i k e  o t h e r  towns  i n  t h e  
a r e a ,  N e w b u r y ' s  s e t t l e r s  were  y o u n g e r  and o f  l o c a l  s o c i a l  
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p r o m i n e n c e  i n  E n g l i s h ( ? ? ? ? ? ? ) .  R e l i g i o n  d i d  n o t  p l a y  a  m a j o r  r o l e  
as  a  cause  f o r  m i g r a t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  d e c l i n i n g  econonmic  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  were  i m p o r t a n t .  By 1642  N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  t o  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  455 i n d i v i d u a l s  as  91 m a l e s  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  1642 
d u r i n g  t h e  remova l  f r o m  01 d  Town t o  New Town. Between 1640  and 
1675  Newbury i n c l u d e d  146 f reemen ,  a  f i g u r e  t h a t  l i k e l y  r e p r e s e n t s  
more  t h a n  730 i n d i v i d u a l s .  Q u a k e r s  may have  been p r e s e n t  s i n c e  
some r e s i d e n t s  were  c h a r g e d  w i  t h  " e n t e r t a i n i n g  Q u a k e r s "  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d ,  b u t  t h e i r  numbers were  s m a l l  and t h e y  had  no m e e t i n g  
p l  ace.  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

I n  1634  t h e  Newbury t e r r i t o r y  was u n d e r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  town o f  
I p s w i c h  w h i c h  g r a n t e d  J o h n  P e r k i n s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  b u i l d  a  ware  ( f i s h  
t r a p )  o v e r  t h e  Q u a s y c u n g  R i v e r  ( P a r k e r  R i v e r ) .  I n  1635  t h e  
Reverend  Thomas P a r k e r  and p a r t y  f r o m  W i l  t s h i r e ,  E n g l a n d  a p p l  i e d  
t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  C o u r t  f o r  l i b e r t y  t o  s e t t l e  and b e g i n  a  p l a n t a t i o n  
on Quascacunguen  R i v e r .  The p l a n t a t i o n  was a t  f i r s t  known a s  
Wessacucon, changed  t o  Newbury,  and  i n c o r p o r a t e d  b y  t h e  Genera l  
C o u r t  on  May 6, 1635.  

T r a d i t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  N e w b u r y ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  came b y  w a t e r  and 
s e t t l e d  on t h e  n o r t h  bank o f  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  e a s t  o f  i t s '  
c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  L i t t l e  R i v e r .  I n  t i m e  t h i s  a r e a  w o u l d  come t o  
b e  know as  Newbury O l d  Town. Land  was g r a n t e d  and l a i d  o u t  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  methods p r e s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  London company o r g a n i z e d  t o  
s e t t l e  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay Co lony ,  House l o t s ,  l a n d  g r a n t s  and 
r i g h t s  t o  p a s t u r a g e  ( s t i n t s )  w e r e  g i v e n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  open 
f i e l d  sys tem.  A t  f i r s t ,  even  t h o s e  who c o n t r i b u t e d  n o t h i n g  
f i n a n c i a l l y  r e c e i v e d  l a n d ,  a  house  l o t  o f  f o u r  a c r e s  w i t h  t h e  
r i g h t  o f  p a s t u r a g e .  To t h o s e  who p a i d  f o r  t h e i r  own 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  50 a c r e s  were  g r a n t e d .  A 200 a c r e  g r a n t  was g i v e n  
t o  t h o s e  who c o n t r i b u t e d  50 pounds t o  t h e  common s t o c k .  Beyond 
t h e s e  f i g u r e s  b o t h  l a r g e r  and s m a l l e r  g r a n t s  were  g i v e n  t o  c a s h  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  b a s e d  on t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t .  E a r l y  house  l o t s  were  
g r o u p e d  p r i m a r i l y  a l o n g  t h e  H i g h  Road a r e a  n e a r  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  
A m e e t i n g h o u s e  was p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  f r o m  1635-38 n e a r  a  g r e e n  
( t r a i n i n g  f i e l d ? )  and  l a t e r  b u r y i n g  p l a c e .  P l a n t i n g  and  meadow 
l o t s  were  g r a n t e d  i n  d i s c o n t i g o u s  segments and were  p r o b a b l y  s m a l l  
and f e n c e d .  

W h i l e  m o s t  e a r l y  g r a n t s  were  s m a l l  house  l o t s  and p l a n t i n g  l o t s  i n  
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a r e a  o f  O l d  Town, s e v e r a l  l a r g e r  g r a n t s  were  a l s o  
g i v e n  t o  wea l  t h y  i n h a b i t a n t s .  These g r a n t s  r a n g e d  f r o m  100-500  
a c r e s  and l o c a t e d  a  l o n g  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  m e e t i n g h o u s e .  As e a r l y  
a s  1635  g r a n t s  e x c e e d i n g  500  a c r e s  were  g i v e n  n e a r  t h e  f a l l s  i n  
t h e  B y f i e l d  a r e a .  

I n s u f f i c i e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i n  t h e  O l d  Town a r e a  l e d  t h e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  seek new l a n d .  A 
new s i t e  was f o u n d  on t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  and i n  1642 t h e  town 
removed t o  t h e  new l o c a t i o n  t h r e e  m i l e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  House l o t s  
and f a r m  l o t s  were  a s s i g n e d  t o  f r e e h o l d e r s  as e a r l y  as  1645. The 
r e m o v a l  was n o t  a c c e p t e d  q u i e t l y  b y  a l l  O l d  Town r e s i d e n t s .  
S e v e r a l  i n h a b i t a n t s  r e f u s e d  t o  move o r  a t t e n d  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  new 
c h u r c h .  The r e m o v a l  o f  t h e  t o w n  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  change i n  N e w b u r y ' s  
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s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n .  W h i l e  some i n h a b i t a n t s  moved, o t h e r s  r e m a i n e d  
i n  t h e  O l d  Town. S t i l l  o t h e r s  d i s p e r s e d  t h e i r  homes a l o n g  t h e  
r o a d  f r o m  t h e  O l d  t o  New Town. The r e m o v a l  t o  New Town a l s o  
e l i m i n a t e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  Eng l  i s h  o p e n - f i e 1  d  
sys tem.  N o t  o n l y  were  town o f f i c e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  
u n f i l l e d  b u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  l a n d  d i s t r i b u t o r s  was now d i f f e r e n t .  
When r e s i d e n t s  o f  O l d  Town gave u p  t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  t h e r e ,  p a r c e l s  
o f  l a n d  g r a n t e d  i n  New Town c o n t a i n e d  no f i e l d  names and were  
r a r e l y  h e l d  i n  common. O n l y  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  d i v i s i o n s  made i n  t h e  
e a r l y  1660s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  been h e l d  i n  common. An u p p e r  common 
e x i s t e d  f r o m  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  R i v e r  t o  t h e  B r a d f o r d  l i n e  i n c l u d i n g  
n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n  West Newbury. T h i s  l a n d  was used  
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  c a t t l e  g r a z i n g .  The l o w e r  commons were  l o c a t e d  
s o u t h w e s t e r l y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  h i g h w a y  (now H i g h  S t r e e t  and S t o r e y  
Avenue, N e w b u r y p o r t )  f r o m  t h e  A r t i c h o k e  t o  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  The 
l o w e r  commons i n c l u d e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  p a s t u r e s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  use  
o f  cows, oxen,  h e i f e r s  and sheep.  

O w n e r s h i p  o f  l a n d  was t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  Newbury s o c i e t y  ( A l l e n  
1 9 8 2 ) .  Town r i g h t s  i n  Newbury w e r e  v e s t e d  i n  a  h a n d f u l  o f  men, 
t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s .  P r o p r i e t o r s  m i g h t  g r a n t  s m a l l  p a r c e l s  o f  l a n d  t o  
members o f  t h e i r  f a m i l y  o r  v e r y  few o t h e r .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  e x e r c i s e d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  town  s e p e r a t e  
f r o m  t h e  town as a  w h o l e .  U n d i v i d e d  common l a n d s  were  n o t  e a s i l y  
r e 1  i n q u i s h e d .  P r o p r i e t o r s h i p  i n  Newbury was e x c l  u s i v e  and 
r e s u l t e d  i n  a  h i g h l y  s t r a t i f i e d  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a n d .  I n  Newbury, 60% 
o f  t h e  l a n d  was c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  t o p  10% o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  
S t i n t i n g  r i g h t s ,  o r  t h e  number o f  a n i m a l s  a  l a n d o w n e r  was 
p e r m i t t e d  t o  g r a z e  on t h e  commons f o l l o w e d  a  s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  t o  
l a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Land was p u r c h a s e d  f o r  p r o f i t .  The a v e r a g e  
s i z e  o f  l a n d  s o l d  was 17.5 a c r e s .  I n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  Rowley ,  3  
t i m e s  as much l a n d  p e r  t r a n s a c t i o n  and 6  t i m e s  as many 
t r a n s a c t i o n s  were  made i n  Newbury. 

D. Economic  Base 

As s e t t l e m e n t  was made i n  t h e  Newbury a r e a ,  t h e  h u n t i n g  and  
g a t h e r i n g  o f  w i l d  f o o d s  was i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  e a r l y  c o l o n i s t s  
s u b s i s t e n c e .  However,  t h e  comb ined  u s e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  
h u s b a n d r y  were  c l e a r l y  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  economic  
l i v e s  o f  N e w b u r y ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s .  I n d i a n  c o r n ,  w h e a t  and  b a r l e y  
were  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  c r o p s  grown as w e l l  as  r y e  when 
p o s s i b l e .  I n  t i m e ,  c o r n  was t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f o o d  p r o d u c e .  
Hemp and f l o u r  were  p r o b a b l y  grown a1 t h o u g h  n o t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  a s  
i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  Rowley.  S a l t  marsh  hay was e x t e n s i v e l y  e x p l o i t e d  
f r o m  t h e  marshes i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t o w n  be tween  t h e  
m a i n l a n d  and P l u m  I s l a n d .  C a t t l e  and sheep r a i s i n g  were  i m p o r t a n t  
i n  t h e  town a t  an e a r l y  d a t e .  P i g  r a i s i n g  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  have  
been an i m p o r t a n t  s i d e l i n e .  S e v e r a l  h o r s e s  were  p r e s e n t .  Fowl 
and oxen w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  as w e l l  as cows f o r  d a i r y i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s .  Honey bees  were  i n t r o d u c e d  a f t e r  1645.  

F i s h i n g  was i m p o r t a n t  i n  Newbury a l t h o u g h  i t  may n o t  have  l a s t e d  
f o r  l o n g .  As e a r l y  a s  1635,  r i g h t s  t o  b u i l d  w a r e s  were  g r a n t e d  
upon t h e  f a l l s  a t  Newbury p r o b a b l y  f o r  h e r r i n g ,  shad, sa lmon  and 
s t u r g e o n .  S m a l l  s c a l e  ocean  f i s h i n g  may a l s o  have  been c o n d u c t e d  
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f r o m  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  a r e a .  S m a l l  s c a l e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  may h a v e  
been i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Some m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a n d  i n d u s t r y  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  . Weavers, 
t a n n e r s ,  shoemakers and m a l s t e r s  w e r e  among t h e  towns f i r s t  
s e t t l e r s  i n  1635.  C l o t h  and r u g s  were  made f r o m  c o t t o n  and sheep 
w o o l .  L i n e n  made f r o m  f l a x  and  a  c o a r s e r  f a b r i c  f r o m  hemp were  
u s e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  t a b l e  c l o t h s ,  s h e e t s  and o t h e r  
p r o d u c t s .  

A t  l e a s t  two  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d  g r i s t  m i l l s  were  p r e s e n t  i n  Newbury 
b y  1645. One m i l  1,  t h e  Drummer and Spencer  m i l l ,  was b u i l t  a t  
Newbury Fa1 1  s  b e f o r e  1640.  The s e c o n d  m i l l  , t h e  Emery a n d  
S c u l l a r d  m i l l ,  was b u i l t  i n  ca.  1645 b e t w e e n  H o l t ' s  P o i n t  a n d  
Woodman's B r i d g e .  M a l t  k i l n s  and t a n n e r i e s  were  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  
p r e s e n t .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675-1775)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

As s e t t l e m e n t  grew t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  numerous 
s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  d e v e l o p e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s o u t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  
a r e a s .  The Bay Road and  H i g h  Road r e m a i n e d  t h e  m a j o r  n o r t h l s o u t h  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  A t  l e a s t  one r o a d ,  
t h e  S c o t l a n d  Road, l e a d  w e s t  t o  t h e  West D i s t r i c t  a r e a .  I n  t h e  
s o u t h ,  e a s t l w e s t  roadways  l e d  f r o m  t h e  Fay Road t o  t h e  B y f i e l d  
a r e a .  These r o a d s  i n c l u d e d  O r c h a r d  S t r e e t ,  s t r e e t l a n d  o r  Schoo l  
S t r e e t .  I n  t h e  e a s t e r n  a r e a  o f  town,  m a j o r  s e c o n d a r y  r o a d s  
be tween  t h e  Bay Road and  H i g h  Road a r e a  i n c l u d e d  B o s t o n  S t r e e t  and  
Hanover  S t r e e t .  

B. Popu l  a t i o n  

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  l i k e l y  
e x c e e d e d  800 t o  900 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  West Newbury and 
N e w b u r y p o r t .  By 1684  t h a t  f i g u r e  l i k e l y  r o s e  t o  o v e r  1000  
i n d i v i d u a l s  as  166 f reemen  were  p r e s e n t  b y  t h a t  d a t e .  I n  1688 a  
t a x  l i s t  was made b y  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  A n d r o s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  
269 heads o f  f a m i l  i e s  p o s s i b l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  1345 i n d i v i d u a l s .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  f i r s t  census  was t a k e n  i n  1765,  N e w b u r y ' s  
p o p u l a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  2960 i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  6.80% o f  t h e  Essex C o u n t y  
t o t a l .  From 1765  t o  1775  t h e  t o w n ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r o a d s  b y  9.43% t o  
c o n t a i n  3239 i n d i v i d u a l  s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  6.36% o f  t h e  Essex C o u n t y  
t o t a l .  I n  1765 " n e g r o e s "  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  towns  o n l y  m i n o r i t y  
a m o u n t i n g  t o  1.3% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

As p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d ,  new l a n d s  were  needed  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  A 
d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Upper  Commons was p r o p o s e d  as e a r l y  as 1679 b u t  
n o t  i m p l e m e n t e d  u n t i l  1683-84.  A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  1,000 a c r e s  was 
a l l o c a t e d  t o  n o n - f r e e h o l d e r s  and s o l d i e r  w i t h  5,000 a c r e s  t o  
f r e e h o l d e r s .  The Lower  Commons were  d i v i d e d  i n  1701-02.  I n  a l l ,  
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1800 a c r e s  were  d i v i d e d  amongs t  t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  w i t h  a b o u t  30  
a c r e s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t r y ,  s c h o o l s  and t h e  t o w n ' s  p o o r .  

As s e t t l e m e n t  grew i n  Newbury, f i v e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  p a r i s h e s  were  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h i n  t h e  bounds o f  w h a t  w o u l d  l a t e r  become West 
Newbury, N e w b u r y p o r t  and Newbury. I n  1685 t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
w e s t e r n  Newbury a p p l i e d  t o  b e  s e t  o f f  as  a  s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h ;  by  
1689 a  s e p a r a t e  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was b u i l t  and  b y  1694-95  t h e  a r e a  was 
s e t  o f f  as t h e  Second P a r i s h .  

By 1702  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Newbury comb ined  
w i t h  r e s i d e n t s  i n  n e a r b y  Row ley  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  
Newbury j u s t  o v e r  t h e  Newbury IRow ley  town  l i n e .  I n  1702-03  t h e  
Rowley  a r e a  o f  t h i s  p a r i s h  was s e t  o f f  and b y  1703-04 known as 
B y f i e l d ;  t h e  Newbury p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  p a r i s h  was s e t  o f f  i n  1706. 
I n  1725 t h e  T h i r d  P a r i s h  was s e t  o f f  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  n o r t h e r n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  town,  i n c l u d i n g  n e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  a r e a .  
N e w b u r y ' s  F o u r t h  P a r i s h  was s e t  o f f  i n  1730-31 f r o m  t h e  Second 
P a r i s h ,  l o c a t e d  e n t i r e l y  i n  t h e  West Newbury a r e a .  By 1759-60  
members o f  t h e  Second and T h i r d  Newbury P a r i s h e s  p e t i t i o n e d  t o  be  
s e t  o f f  as t h e  F i f t h  P a r i s h .  I n  1761 t h e  Genera l  C o u r t  g r a n t e d  
t h i s  r e q u e s t .  I t  i s  now i n c l u d e d  i n  N e w b u r y p o r t .  I n  1764 
N e w b u r y p o r t  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  e n t i r e l y  f r o m  t h e  town o f  Newbury. 
The town was i n c o r p o r a t e d  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  f r o m  t h e  T h i r d  P a r i s h  b u t  
a l s o  i n c l u d e d  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  F i r s t  and  F i f t h  P a r i s h e s .  

Newbury, as i t  e x i s t s  t o d a y  c o n t a i n s  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  F i r s t  
P a r i s h  and B y f i e l d  P a r i s h .  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  
o f  town o r  i n  t h e  B y f i e l d  a r e a  c o n t i n u e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  I n  e a s t  Newbury s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  O l d  
town a r e a  and a l o n g  t h e  R t .  1A a r e a  t o  New Town. By t h e  end o f  
t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  a r e a  was 
s p r e a d i n g  t o  New Town i n s t e a d  o f  v i c e  v e r s a .  

Economic  Base 

A g r i c u l t u r e  and h u s b a n d r y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g row and c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  
economic  base  o f  Newbury d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  T h i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  a f t e r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  New 
Town i n  t h e  1 6 4 0 ' s  and t h e  c o n t i n u e d  m e r c a n t i l e  and m a r i t i m e  
g r o w t h  i n  t h a t  a r e a .  C o r n  c u l t i v a t i o n  was g r o w i n g  i n  i m p o r t a n c e  
and may be  t i e d  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p i g  r a i s i n g .  Cows, c a t t l e  
and sheep w e r e  s t i l l  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  a n i m a l s .  I n  f a c t ,  b y  
1  o c a l  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  s t a n d a r d s ,  N e w b u r y ' s  f l o c k s  o f  sheep were  
q u i t e  numerous.  

Some s m a l l e r  v e s s e l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  b u i l t  i n  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  
a r e a ,  p r o b a b l y  f o r  l o c a l  use i n  t h e  f i s h e r i e s ,  c o a s t i n g  and  
g e n e r a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  F i s h i n g  a1 s o  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  P a r k e r  
R i v e r  a r e a  a l t h o u g h ,  as dams were  b u i l t  up  s t r e a m ,  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  
anadromous f i s h  d w i n d l e d .  M a r i t i m e  f i s h e r i e s  i n  t h e  A t 1  a n t i c  
Ocean and P lum I s l a n d  Sound a l s o  l i k e l y  c o n t i n u e d  a t  a  s m a l l  
s c a l e .  

A t  l e a s t  one and p o s s i b l y  t w o  w a t e r p o w e r e d  g r i s t  m i l l s  c o n t i n u e d  
i n  u s e  n e a r  t h e  f a l l s  on  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  I n  B y f i e l d  P a r i s h  a  
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windpowered g r i s t  m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  1703 n e a r  Frog Pond fo l lowed 
by a  rope walk i n  t h e  same a r e a  i n  1746. The L i t t l e  River  a l s o  
c o n t a i n e d  a  number of  m i l l s .  The Pearson t i d e  m i l l  was b u i l t  i n  
1689 fo l lowed by t h e  s h o r t  g r i s t  m i l l  i n  1695. In t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  
Sound, a  m i l l  ( p o s s i b l e  g r i s t m i l l  ) was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  
1680-81. By c a .  1756-57 a  g r i s t m i l  1  and a  sawmill were a1 s o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  Lime k i l n s ,  t a n n e r i e s  and ma l t  m i l l s  
were a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  Newbury d u r i n g  t h e  Co lon ia l  p e r i o d .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The town i n c l u d e s  a  number of New Eng land ' s  most 
i m p o r t a n t  examples of Co lon ia l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The e a r l  i e s t  
s u r v i v i n g  example,  t h e  T r i s t r a m  C o f f i n  House, i n c l  udes a  small  
s e c t i o n  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1654,  c o n s i s t i n g  of  a  h a l l  and chimney 
bay. T h i s  became t h e  r e a r  e l l  when t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was expanded by 
t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  2  1 / 2  s t o r y ,  c e n t e r  chimney main house i n  1750; 
t h e  framing of t h e  r o o f ,  u s i n g  p r i n c i p a l  r a f t e r s  and r i d g e  p r u l i n ,  
r e l a t e d  t o  W i l t s h i r e  examples .  The S w e l t - I s l e y  house of c .  1670 
was o r i g i n a l l y  of s i n g l e  room and chimney bay plan a l s o ,  and had 
a d d i t i o n s  added c .  1720, c .  1740, and c .  1756. The Dole L i t t l e  
House was e r e c t e d  i n  c .  1715-25 a s  a two room c e n t e r  chimney house 
t o  which was added a  l e a n - t o ;  t h e  Noyes house was of s i m i l a r  
o r i g i n a l  form b u t  much a l t e r e d  by l a t e r  t r i m .  Unique i n  New 
E n g l  and i s  t h e  we1 1  p r e s e r v e d ,  s t o n e ,  Spencer-Pi  e rce -L i  ttl e  House 
b u i l t  a t  an unknown d a t e  i n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  The o r i g i n a l  house 
i s  2 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  high and c r u c i f o r m ,  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  chimney 
between t h e  h a l l  and p a r l o r  room, a  2 s t o r y  e n t r y  porch ,  and a  
r e a r  k i t c h e n  w i t h  an e x t e r n a l  b r i c k  chimney; a  frame a d d i t i o n  was 
added i n  1797. 

Houses c o n s t r u c t e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  r e t a i n e d  t h e  plan of 
h a l l  and p a r l o r  on e i t h e r  s i d e  of  a  c e n t r a l  chimney, b u t  more 
f r e q u e n t l y  a l s o  added t h e  r e a r  k i t c h e n  and housed t h i s  under a  
symmetr ical  g a b l e  roof  r a t h e r  than  t h e  former l e a n - t o .  Th i s  
f a m i l i a r  New England c e n t e r  chimney house i s  known from around 1 5  
2  112 s t o r y  and 5  bay examples .  I s o l a t e d  examples of 1  1 / 2  
s t o r i e s  may d a t e  from t h i s  p e r i o d .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  a  small  
number of Georgian houses were c o n s t r u c t e d ,  w i t h  s i m i l a r  f a c a d e s  
b u t  u s i n g  double  i n t e r i o r  chimneys. The Hale-Boyntion House of  
1764 i s  an example of  t h i s  t y p e  and i l l u s t r a t e s  a  m o d i f i c a t i o n  of 
t h e  Georgian p lan .  Here t h e  c e n t r a l  h a l l  ex tends  on ly  ha1 f  way 
through t h e  house,  and t h e  r e a r  p i l e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  3  rooms 
r a t h e r  than two, w i t h  t h e  two s m a l l e r  hea ted  by a  t r i a n g u l a r  
chimney base .  I s o l a t e d  examples s u r v i v e  of  houses w i t h  b r i c k  end 
w a l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  S h o r t  House of  1717-33. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The town ' s  F i r s t  P a r i s h  meet inghouse was 
r e p e a t e d l y  r e b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of s e t t l e m e n t .  The 
f i r s t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1635,  removed w i t h  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of 
s e t t l e m e n t  and a  new one b u i l t  i n  1647; t h e  t h i r d  house was b u i l t  
i n  1661, and e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r  s t a i r s  were added t o  t h e  porch f o r  
t h e  g a l l e r y .  The house c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1700 l a s t e d  f a r  l o n g e r ;  i t  
i s  60 x  50 f e e t  w i t h  24 f o o t  s t u d s ,  and f acade  g a b l e s  on each 
w a l l ,  topped by a  t u r r e t t .  In 1702, a  porch was added t o  t h e  west  
door ,  i n  1725 two g a b l e s  were removed, two more i n  1740; a  
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" p l a t f o r m "  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  r o o f  and a  new t o w e r  added i n  
1772.  A g r o u p  w i t h d r e w  f r o m  F i r s t  P a r i s h  and c o n s t r u c t e d  a  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  w h i c h  s t o o d  f r o m  1766-1  771. A s c h o o l  house  s a i d  t o  
d a t e  f r o m  1762-63  i s  p i c t u r e d  as  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  
e n t r y .  The F i r s t  P a r i s h  b u i l t  a  town  house i n  1739,  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  
i n  1760 i n  a  new l o c a t i o n  w h i c h  s t o o d  u n t i l  1780. A d d i t i o n a l  
s e r v i c e  s t r u c t u r e s  c o n s t r u c t e d  n e a r  t h e  F i r s t  P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
i n c l u d e d  a  w a t c h  house  ( 1 6 7 3 )  a  g o a l  (1706 ,  2nd 1744 ,  s o l d  t o  
c o u n t r y  i n  1 7 5 8 ) .  

V I I .  FEDERAL P E R I O D  ( 1  775-1830)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

D u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  y e a r s ,  N e w b u r y ' s  l o c a l i z e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t  
began t o  assume a  r e g i o n - w i d e  c h a r a c t e r .  By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y ,  t h e  P l u m  I s l a n d  T u r n p i k e  ( 1 8 0 6 )  l i n k e d  P l u m  I s l a n d  ( i n  
Newbury t e r r i t o r y )  w i t h  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  and t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  T u r n p i k e  
( 1 8 0 4 )  j o i n e d  N e w b u r y p o r t  w i t h  B o s t o n .  The 1  a t t e r ,  s l a s h i n g  
d e a d - s t r a i g h t  t h r o u g h  c e n t r a l  Newbury, became an i m p o r t a n t  a x i s  o f  
movement d u r i n g  t h e  war  o f  1812.  

N e w b u r y ' s  b r i d g e  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  Salem, o v e r  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  ( 1 7 5 4 )  
was now s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  t w o  b r i d g e s  s p a n n i n g  t h e  M e r r i m a c k .  One, 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1792 a s  t h e  E s s e x - M e r r i m a c k  B r i d g e ,  was t h e  f i r s t  
t o  c r o s s  t h e  R i v e r .  P a r t i a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  i n  1812,  i t  was r e b u i l t ,  
c o l l a s p e d  a g a i n  i n  1827,  a n d  was r e b u i l t  a g a i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  
as  a  t o l l  b r i d g e .  A second  ( 1 7 9 5 )  was e r e c t e d  a t  t h e  "Rocks 
V i l l a g e "  be tween  H a v e r h i l l  and N e w b u r y ' s  Upper  P a r i s h  (now, West 
Newbury)  c a l l e d  t h e  "Rocks,  o r  M e r r i m a c k  B r i d g e " .  I t  was 
d e s t r o y e d  b y  i c e  i n  1818,  and  n o t  r e b u i l t  u n t i l  1828.  

S t a g e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  town a  f i n a l  means o f  r e g i o n a l  t r a n s p o r t .  
V i s i t e d  once  a  week b y  P o r t s m o u t h - t o - B o s t o n  s t a g e s  s i n c e  1761,  
Newbury was s e r v e d  b y  s e v e r a l  s t a g e  l i n e s  d u r i n g  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y  p e r i o d ,  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  t h e  e a s t e r n  s t a g e  company ( 1 8 1 8 )  
began t o  p r o v i d e  an e v e r y - o t h e r - d a y  s e r v i c e  f r o m  Dover  t o  
P o r t s m o u t h ,  t h r o u g h  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  Newbury, I p s w i c h ,  T o p s f i e l d ,  t o  
B o s t o n .  

A1 t h o u g h  v i s i t e d  once lweek  by  P o r t s m o u t h - B o s t o n  s t a g e s  s i n c e  1761,  
t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  coach  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  was b y  E z r a  L u n t  
i n  1774. R u n n i n g  t w i c e  a  week, h i s  l i n e  c o n n e c t e d  N e w b u r y p o r t  
w i t h  B o s t o n ,  v i a  Newbury and Salem. More s e r v i c e  commenced i n  
1796 a t  t h e  hands o f  B e n j a m i n  H a l e .  An a c k n o w l e d g e d  " p o w e r "  among 
t h e  1  i n e s  emerged i n  1818 w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  
S t a g e  Company. I t  p r o v i d e d  e v e r y - o t h e r - d a y  s e r v i c e  be tween  
P o r t s m o u t h  and B o s t o n ,  v i a  Newbury and I p s w i c h ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  end  o f  
t h e  P e r i o d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  g rew f r o m  3239  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1776 t o  3603 
i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1 8 3 0  w i t h  an o v e r a l l  g r o w t h  r a t e  o f  11.3%. 
P o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  was t h e  l o w e s t  (2 .62%)  f r o m  1790  t o  1800.  From 
1810  t o  1830 p o p u l a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  d r o p p e d  b y  30.39%. M o s t  
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p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  o c c u r r e d  f r o m  1800  t o  1 8 1 0  (26 .99%)  and 1776 t o  
1790  ( 2 2 . 6 % ) .  N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a v e r a g e d  be tween  s i x  and  seven  
p e r c e n t  o f  Essex C o u n t y ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  1776 t o  1810.  I n  
1 8 2 0  and 1830,  N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  a v e r a g e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4.5% o f  
t h e  t o t a l  c o u n t y .  

W h i l e  1  i f e  w i t h i n  F i r s t  P a r i s h  r e m a i n e d  q u i e t ,  d i s s e n s i o n  w i t h i n  
t h e  B y f i e l d  P a r i s h  b r o u g h t  a  b r i e f  w i t h d r a w a l  a r o u n d  1790.  
M e t h o d i s t  i t i n e r a t e s  v i s i t e d  t h e  town and f o u n d  c o n v e r t s .  An 
a lmshouse  was o p e r a t e d  a f t e r  1808,  and  r e p l a c e d  i n  1828. A M o r a l  
S o c i e t y  was f o r m e d  i n  1814 i n  B y f i e l d ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  v i l l a g e  
t h e  Female R e a d i n g  S o c i e t y  o f  1 8 1 9  p r o v i d e d  an o u t l e t  f o r  s i m i l a r  
b e n e v o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  A  Fema le  S e m i n a r y  made u s e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  B y f i e l  d. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

P o s t - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Newbury n e v e r  c l a i m e d  a  s i n g l e  f o c u s  o f  
s e t t l e m e n t .  I n  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n i t i a l  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
f o o t h o l d  on t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  (now O l d  Newbury V i l l a g e ,  o r  t h e  
l o w e r  g r e e n )  was r a p i d l y  r i v a l l e d ,  and s u p p l a n t e d ,  b y  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  new town  n e a r  t h e  M e r r i m a c k  R i v e r  ( p r e s e n t l y  
Newbury V i l l a g e  o r  t h e  u p p e r  g r e e n ) .  A n o r t h / s o u t h  c o r r i d o r ,  
j o i n i n g  t h e s e  two  e a r l y  f o c i  and  l e a d i n g  t o  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  became a  
p r i m a r y  a x i s  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g .  A  second  l o c u s  o f  
s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  emerged i n  t h e  B y f i e l  d  
a r e a .  N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  was so  d i v i d e d  be tween  e a s t  and w e s t  
t h a t  f r o m  1772  t o  1 8 1 8  town m e e t i n g s  a1 t e r n a t e d  be tween  t h e  1  s t  
and 3 r d  P a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e s  ( a t  t h e  u p p e r  g r e e n  a t  B y f i e l d ) .  I n  
1819,  n o t  o n l y  d i d  West Newbury g a i n  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  as an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  town,  b u t  a  new t o w n  house  was b u i l t  midway b e t w e e n  
t h e  e a r l y  m e e t i n g h o u s e  c e n t e r s .  ( T h i s  v i c i n i t y  f a i l e d  t o  a t t r a c t  
f u r t h e r  s e t t l e m e n t ) .  

Because N e w b u r y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  t h r o u g h w a y s  c a t e r e d  t o  N e w b u r y p o r t  and  
r a n  n o r t h / s o u t h ,  t h e  H i g h  S t r e e t  ( u p p e r  t o  l o w e r  g r e e n )  and  
B y f i e l  d  f o c i  d e v e l o p e d  i n  r e l a t i v e  i s 0 1  a t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e  e a s t e r n  
r e g i o n  emerged as an a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  
c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  t h e  w e s t e r n  ( B y f i e l  d )  
r e g i o n ' s  emphas is  was m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  and i t s  t i e s ,  w i t h  West 
Newbury and  Georgetown.  I n  t h e  e a s t ,  a1 t h o u g h  a  c i v i c  f o c u s  
s u r v i v e d  a t  t h e  u p p e r  g r e e n  ( a  new m e e t i n g h o u s e  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  i n  
1 8 0 6 ) ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  economic  hegemony o f  a d j a c e n t  N e w b u r y p o r t  
n e i  t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  n o r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f o c u s  m a t e r i a l  i z e d  t h e r e .  I t  
was B y f i e l d ,  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  h e a d w a t e r s  o f  t h e  
P a r k e r  R i v e r ,  and e a r l y  n u c l e u s  o f  m i l l  a c t i v i t y ,  t h a t  emerged t o  
become N e w b u r y ' s  p r i m a r y  c o r e  o f  b o t h  i n d u s t r i a l  and c o m m e r i c a l  
a c t i v i t i e s .  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  a d d i t i o n s  t o  B y f i e l  d  V i l l a g e  w e r e  a  
w o o l e n  and n a i l  m a n u f a c t o r y  ( 1 7 9 4  and 17951,  a  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  
Chape l  ( 1 8 3 0 )  and  a  Seminary  f o r  Women ( 1 8 0 6 ) .  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  e a s t  and  w e s t  s e c t i o n s  o f  Newbury 
f o l l o w e d  p r e d i c t a b l e  p a t t e r n s .  I n  B y f i e l d ,  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  
t e n d e n c y  t o  b u i l d  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  p r o x i m i n a t e  t o  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  
M i l  1  s i t e s  and t o  Drummer Academy, c o n t i n u e d .  Wh i l  e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  began t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  pace,  so  i t  
a l s o  began t o  push  n o r t h w a r d ,  f o l l o w i n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  o u t  o f  t h e  
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v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  and t o w a r d  West Newbury. I n  t h e  e a s t ,  w h i l e  
C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  d w e l l i n g s  h a d  been m o d e r a t e l y  c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
u p p e r  and 1  ower g r e e n s ,  p o s t - r e v 0 1  u t i o n a r y  b u i l  d i n g  was a t t r a c t e d  
t o  H i g h  S t r e e t  as  a  w h o l e ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c e n t e r s  and n o r t h w a r d .  
A l r e a d y  an u n i n t e r r u p t e d  c o r r i d o r  o f  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n c e s  was 
t a k i n g  f o r m  e x t e n d i n g  f r o m  c e n t r a l  N e w b u r y p o r t  t o  N e w b u r y ' s  u p p e r  
g r e e n  (Newbury  V i l l a g e ) .  

D. Economic Base 

A t  t h e  b e g i n n n i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  Newbury was an i m p o r t a n t  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  town i n  Essex Coun ty .  I n  1791 t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l a n d  
u n d e r  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  34% was c o n s i d e r a b l y  above  a v e r a g e ,  and  t h e  
a b s o l u t e  number o f  a c r e s  c u l t i v a t e d  ( 1  701, i n c l u d i n g  5774 a c r e s  
d e v o t e d  t o  h a y ) ,  was a l s o  q u i t e  h i g h .  An ima l  p r o d u c t s  were  
i m p o r t a n t  f r o m  an e a r l y  d a t e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a c r e s  o f  h a y ,  
t h e r e  w e r e  9406 a c r e s  ( 4 5 %  o f  t o t a l  f a r m  a v e r a g e )  o f  p a s t u r a g e .  
N o t  s u p r i s i n g l y ,  Newbury h a d  1669 s t e e r s  and cows, 452 oxen ,  649 
s w i n e  and 292 h o r s e s ,  o r  more  t h a n  3,000 a n i m a l s  g r a z i n g  o n  i t s  
l a n d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e ,  15  g r i s t  and saw m i l l s  and 
t h r e e  f u l l i n g  m i l l s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  e i g h t  t a n  houses  and 27 shops.  
U n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  t a n n e d  l e a t h e r  was t u r n e d  i n t o  shoes,  h a r n e s s e s  
and  s a d d l e s  i n  some o f  t h e s e  shops.  

I n  t h e  m i d  1790s,  a  v a r i e t y  o f  i m p o r t a n t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e s  
a r o s e  i n  t h e  B y f i e l d  s e c t i o n  o f  Newbury,  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  economic  
d i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  town. S e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  " f i r s t s "  o c c u r e d  i n  
F e d e r a l  Newbury. I n  1794,  t h e  f i r s t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  w o o l e n  goods 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  company, " t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  Wool en 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g , "  e r e c t e d  a  t h r e e - s t o r y  f a c t o r y  a t  Dummer's Fa1 1  s  on 
t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  U s i n g  t h e  f i r s t  Amer i can  made woo l  c a r d i n g  
m a c h i n e s ,  a  s p i n n i n g  j e n n y  and  hand  loom,  J o h n  and A r t h u r  
S c h o f i e l  d  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  o f  woo l  en  b l a n k e t s  and  o t h e r  
goods.  Desp i  t e  e a r l y  t e c h n o 1  o g i c a l  s u c c e s s e s ,  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r s  
c o u l d  n o t  compete  w i t h  p r i c e s  on i m p o r t e d  goods and  i n  1804  t h e  
b u s i n e s s  was s o l d  t o  one o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  W i l l i a m  
B a r t l e t t .  He t h e n  s o l d  i t  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  f a c t o r y  manager, J o h n  
Lees,  who r e f i t t e d  t h e  f a c t o r y  m a c h i n e r y  f o r  c o t t o n  c l o t h  
p r o d u c t i o n  and f o r  s p i n n i n g  w i c k - y a r n  and y a r n  f o r  warps  f o r  
h o u s e h o l d  m a n u f a c t u r e .  Lees i s  s a i d  t o  have  smugg led  c o t t o n  
m a c h i n e r y  f r o m  E n g l a n d  and m a n u f a c t u r e d  t h e  f i r s t  c o t t o n  goods i n  
an  Amer i can  f a c t o r y .  He r e m a i n e d  i n  b u s i n e s s  u n t i l  1824,  when 
f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r c e d  h i m  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  From t h e n  
u n t i l  1831,  P a u l  Moody, t h e  famous Wal tham and  L o w e l l  m a c h i n i s t ,  
r a n  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t u r n i n g  o u t  c o t t o n  c l o t h  on a  s m a l l  
s c a l e .  

B y f i e l d  P a r i s h  was a l s o  t h e  s i t e  where  t h e  f i r s t  m a c h i n e  made 
n a i l s  were  m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  Amer i ca .  I n  1794,  J a c o b  P e r k i n s  
i n v e n t e d  and began o p e r a t i n g  a  m a c h i n e  t h a t  c u t  a n d  headed n a i l s  
i n  one o p e r a t i o n ,  an i m p o r t a n t  advance  f r o m  t h e  methods o f  a  
b l a c k s m i t h ,  and  r e d u c e d  t h e  c o s t  o f  n a i l s  b y  20%. He r a n  3  
mach ines  i n  Newbury f o r  one y e a r  b e f o r e  m o v i n g  h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  
Amesbury. A n o t h e r  f i r s t ,  t h e  f i r s t  c h a i s e  made i n  t h e  
Commonwealth, was m a n u f a c t u r e d  i n  Newbury b y  James B u r g e s s  i n  
1779.  P a u l  P i l l s b u r y  o f  B y f i e l d ,  p a t e n t e d  a  c o r n s h e l l e r  and a  
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b a r k  m i l l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  decade o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The emergence 
o f  an i n d u s t r i a l  o r  m i l l  v i l l a g e  i n  B y f i e l d  was a i d e d  b y  t h e  
e r e c t i o n  o f  a  s n u f f  f a c t o r y  o n  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  I n  1804 a  Salem 
man, J o h n  L a r k i n ,  came t o  B y f i e l d  and e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  t o b a c c o  
g r i n d i n g  and  p r o c e s s i n g  m i l l  on t h e  s i t e  where  p r e v i o u s l y  T h u r l a ' s  
m i l l  and  a  saw and c l o t h  m i l l  had  been l o c a t e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  
t i m e s .  B y f i e l d  was home t o  a t  l e a s t  two  t a n n e r i e s ,  s e v e r a l  
c o o p e r ' s  shops,  a  s c y t h e  m i l l  and a  p o o r  f a r m  d u r i n g  t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d .  

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  B y f i e l d  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e r e  w e r e  
a l m o s t  as many p e o p l e  e m p l o y e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  ( 1 8 7 )  as i n  
a g r i c u l t u r e  ( 2 3 0 )  i n  1820.  A n o t h e r  40  p e o p l e  were  emp loyed  i n  
c o m m e r c i a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  y e a r .  A number o f  p e o p l e  w e r e  
engaged i n  s h i p - b u i l  d i n g  ( s h a l l  ow d r a u g h t  s c h o o n e r s )  on  t h e  P a r k e r  
r i v e r .  I n  1 8 3 0  a  s a l t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o p e r a t i o n  was begun on t h e  
s o u t h e r n  end o f  P lum I s l a n d .  A  c a n a l  1 1 3  m i l e  l o n g  was dug and  
s e a w a t e r  was pumped t h r o u g h  i t  t o  v a t s  b y  w i n d m i l l s .  The 
o p e r a t i o n  f a i l e d  f i n a n c i a l l y  a f t e r  o n l y  t w o  y e a r s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  M o s t  houses  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  were  2 
112  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  f i v e  b a y s  i n  w i d t h ,  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y  and 
p a i r s  o f  ch imneys .  V a r i a t i o n  i n  f o r m  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  p l a c e m e n t  
o f  t h e s e  ch imneys  and t h e  d e p t h  o f  rooms. F u l l  d o u b l e - p i l e  houses  
w i t h  i n t e r i o r  c h i m n e y s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  c h o i c e  f o r  l a r g e  
houses.  Those p r e f e r r i n g  a  p l a n  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t h r e e  
rooms on a  f l o o r  c o n s t r u c t e d  houses  o f  L - p l  an, o f  s i n g l e  p i l e  w i t h  
r e a r  e l l ,  and commonly u s e d  r e a r  w a l l  ch imneys .  An e x c e p t i o n a l  
p e r i o d  house  i s  3  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  a  h i p  r o o f ,  c u p o l a ,  and 
end w a l l  ch imneys .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : F i r s t  P a r i s h  r e p l a c e d  i t s  106  y e a r  o l d  
m e e t i n g h o u s e  i n  1806 ;  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  t h e  f a c a d e  i n c l u d e d  a  
deep,  3  bay,  p e d i m e n t e d  e n t r y  p o r c h  and  a  t a l l  s q u a r e  t o w e r ,  
o c t a g o n a l  b e l f r y  w i t h  a  r o o f  e x t e n d i n g  t o  f o r m  a  s p i r e ;  i t  
measured  61 b y  51 f e e t .  A s q u a r e ,  s i n g l e  s t o r y ,  p y r a m i d a l  r o o f e d  
b r i c k  s c h o o l  p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  The M e t h o d i s t  Chapel  
o f  1 8 3 0  was a  2 - s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  s i n g l e  e n t r y  
w i t h  f a n l i g h t  and window above,  c o r n i c e  b o a r d s  and p i l l a s t e r ,  
o r i g i n a l l y  1 2  f e e t  s q u a r e .  An i n n o c u l  a t i o n  h o s p i t a l  was l o c a t e d  
on K e n t ' s  I s l a n d  i n  1778.  The town  p u r c h a s e d  an a lmshouse  i n  
1808,  and  a  new one i n  1 8 2 8  ( o p e n e d  t i 1  1 8 5 2 ) .  P e r i o d  d i s t r i c t  
s c h o o l  houses  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  s i n g 1  e  s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m ,  
w i t h  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  saw, g r i s t  and  f u l l i n g  m i l l s ,  s m a l l  
" t e n - f o o t e r "  shoe shops and c o o p e r s  shops a l s o  d o t t e d  t h e  
l a n d s c a p e .  A t h r e e - s t o r y  w o o l e n  f a c t o r y  ( 1 0 0  f t .  x 4 0  f t . )  was 
b u i l t  on  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  The L a r k i n  s n u f f  m i l l ,  b u i l t  o f  wood, 
a p p r o x .  45 x  2 0  f e e t ,  2  1 1 2  s t o r i e s  w i t h  p i t c h e d  r o o f  ( 1 8 0 4 )  s t i l l  
s t a n d s  o f f  L a r k i n  S t .  a t  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  The o r i g i n a l  dam, 
h e a d r a c e  and p e n s t o c k  were  r e p l a c e d  i n  1914 w i t h  r e i n f o r c e d  
c o n c r e t e  s t r u c t u r e s .  M i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  m a c h i n e r y  and w a t e r  t u r b i n e  
( p r o b a b l y  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y )  w e r e  s i l l  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  1976.. 
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An e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  b a c k s m i t h  shop s t i l l  s t a n d s  on M a i n  S t r e e t  
i n  B y f i e l d ;  i t  has been e x t e n s i v e l y  a l t e r e d .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

W i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  a n d  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y ,  N e w b u r y ' s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k  was r e v o l u t i o n i z e d .  The E a s t e r n  R a i l r o a d  
Company opened a  b r a n c h  f r o m  B o s t o n  t o  Newbury a n d  N e w b u r y p o r t  
( 1 8 4 0 )  and t h e  B o s t o n  and M a i n e  R a i l r o a d  opened  a  1  i n e  ( 1 8 5 0 )  
t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  f r o m  N e w b u r y p o r t  t h r o u g h  B y f i e l d  t o  
Georgetown. By 1851,  i t  e x t e n d e d  t o  B r a d f o r d  (1851  ) t o  T o p s f i e l d  
and t h r o u g h  Lawrence  t o  W a k e f i e l  d  b y  1853.  U n a b l e  t o  compete w i t h  
t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  S t a g e  Company c o l l a p s e d  i n  1838 and  
s t a g e  t r a v e l  ended i n  Newbury. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  T h o r l a  B r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  was 
r e b u i l t  ( 1 8 5 3 )  and made a  f r e e  b r i d g e .  I n  1868,  a l l  b r i d g e s  o v e r  
t h e  M e r r i m a c k  were  made p u b l i c  h i g h w a y s .  

B. P o p u l  a  t i o n  

Newbury g rew s l o w l y  f r o m  3603 i n  1 8 3 0  t o  3789 i n  1840  b e f o r e  
e x p a n d i n g  b y  o v e r  600 b y  1850.  The a n n e x a t i o n  o f  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
town b y  N e w b u r y p o r t  i n  1851 b r o u g h t  a  d r o p  o f  o v e r  3000. The 
f i g u r e  changed l i t t l e  i n  l a t e r  y e a r s ,  1484  i n  1855  and 1430  i n  
1870.  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n - b o r n  e q u a l l e d  8% i n  1855,  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  I r i s h ,  and s m a l l  numbers  o f  Canad ians .  The l a r g e  
d r o p  t o  4.3% t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  r e g i o n - w i d e  p a t t e r n ,  
e x a g g e r a t e d  b y  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n ;  t h e  g r o u p  i n c l u d e d  I r i s h ,  Eng l  i s h  
and  Canad ians .  

M e t h o d i s t s  f o r m e d  a  c h u r c h  i n  B y f i e l  d  i n  1832. Women's B e n e v o l e n t  
S o c i e t i e s  f l o u r i s h e d  i n  each  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  v i l l a g e s .  P a r k e r  H a l l  
was used  b r i e f l y  as  a  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  c .  1849.  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

A f t e r  1851, when t h e  l a r g e  t r a c t  o f  " r i v e r s i d e "  t e r r i t o r y  be tween  
N e w b u r y p o r t  and West Newbury ( t h e  B e l l  e v i l 1  e  P a r i s h )  was annexed 
t o  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  f i n a l  f o o t h o l d  on t h e  M e r r i m a c k  was 
l o s t .  The e a r l y  decades o f  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t n e s s e d  an 
i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  B y f i e l d  and  a  
c o n c o m i t a n t  e f f o r e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  m i l l  v i l l a g e  i n t o  a  t h r i v i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  town.  A f t e r  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  James Steam M i l l s  i n  
1844 and t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n  1850,  t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  g r o w t h  
was a s s u r e d .  B e f o r e  p e r i o d ' s  end, t h e  M a i n  S t r e e t  v i c i n i t y  
be tween  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  and t h e  R a i l r o a d  d e p o t  ( a t  C e n t r a l  
S t r e e t )  h a d  emerged a s  B y f i e l d ' s  p r i m a r y  c o r r i d o r  o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
and c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  a r e a  b o a s t i n g  t w o  shoe f a c t o r i e s ,  a  
s t o r e ,  s e v e r a l  m i l l s  and a  h o s t  o f  s m a l l  shoe shops.  When 
B y f i e l d ' s  f i r s t  h i g h  s c h o o l  ( 1 8 4 9 )  and a  n e w l y  r e b u i l t  a n d  
e n l a r g e d  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  ( 1  853 and 1 8 5 8 )  were  1  o c a t e d  
n o t  on  M a i n  S t r e e t  b u t  i m m e d i a t e l y  e a s t  ( a t  C e n t r a l  and Lund  
S t r e e t s ) ,  a  s e p a r a t e  c i v i c  f o c u s  began t o  t a k e  fo rm.  
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New r e s i  d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  assumed t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  e a r l  i e r  
p e r i o d .  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  p u r s u i t s  h a v i n g  m o b i l i z e d  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  
Greek R e v i v a l  d w e l l i n g s  j o i n e d  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  a  
t h r u s t  n o r t h w a r d  a l o n g  M a i n  S t r e e t  ( t o w a r d  West Newbury ) .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  a  s e c o n d a r y  c l u s t e r i n g  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  m o b i l i z e d  a t  t h e  
j u n c t i o n  o f  C e n t r a l  and O r c h a r d  S t r e e t ,  n e a r  t h e  James M i l l  
Complex ( o n  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  ) O t h e r w i s e ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  was s c a t t e r e d ,  a p p e a r i n g  a s  i n f i l l  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  
s t r e e t s  l e a d i n g  o u t  o f  B y f i e l d  C e n t e r  and o n  C e n t r a l ,  and  E l m  
S t r e e t s  be tween  B y f i e l  d  and  S o u t h  B y f i e l  d. 

I n  t h e  E a s t ,  a  new p a r i s h  m e e t i n g h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  Newbury 
V i l l a g e  a t  t h e  Upper  Green i n  1869  ( f o l l o w i n g  i t s  d e s t r u c t i o n  b y  
f i r e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ) .  R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  
H i g h  S t r e e t  c o r r i d o r ,  w i t h  t h e  h e a v i e s t  emphas is  upon t h e  a r e a  
a r o u n d  t h e  u p p e r  g r e e n  and  n e a r i n g  N e w b u r y p o r t .  

D. Economic  Base 

D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  Newbury l o s t  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  o f  l a n d  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  more t h a n  6000 a c r e s  b y  N e w b u r y p o r t .  
P a s t u r e  and h a y i n g  a c r e a g e  d e c l  i n e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  From 1 8 4 0  t o  
1855 h a y i n g  l a n d  d r o p p e d  b y  a l m o s t  50% t o  a r o u n d  3200 a c r e s .  
A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  o f  hay  and  g r a z i n g ,  N e w b u r y ' s  l i v e s t o c k  
p o p u l a t i o n  a l s o  f e l l .  F rom 1845  t o  1865  t h e  number o f  d o m e s t i c  
a n i m a l s  d e c l  i n e d  b y  41% t o  1372.  S i m u l t a n e o u s l y  d a i r y  p r o d u c t i o n  
d r o p p e d  s h a r p l y .  From 1845  t o  1865 cheese  p r o d u c t i o n  d r o p p e d  89% 
t o  1 4 3 0  l b s  and b u t t e r  p r o d u c t i o n  b y  77% t o  5481 l b s .  M i l k  and 
g r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n  a l s o  f e l l  b y  more t h a n  50%. (Some o f  t h i s  
d e c l i n e  i s  p r o b a b l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War.) I n  1865 t h e r e  
w e r e  1 3 0  f a r m s  e m p l o y i n g  231 p e o p l e .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  
f e l l  b y  50% f r o m  1840.  O r c h a r d i n g  and  o n i o n  and p o t a t o e  
c u l t i v a t i o n  g a i n e d  as d a i r y  and g r a i n  f e l l .  By 1865,  172  a c r e s  
( 1 0 %  o f  a l l  t i l l a g e  l a n d )  w e r e  d e v o t e d  t o  o n i o n s  and p o t a t o e s ,  
w h i l e  247 a c r e s  ( 1 4 % )  was used  t o  g row whea t ,  b a r l e y ,  r y e ,  c o r n  
and o a t s .  

The m a n u f a c t u r i n g  b a s e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d i v e r s i t y  a f t e r  1830. The 
f a c t o r y  s i t e  a t  Dummer's F a l l s  o p e r a t e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d .  From 1831 t o  1 8 3 8  W i l l i a m  C l e v e l a n d  and  Co. m a n u f a c t u r e d  
c o t t o n  f a b r i c s .  I n  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  1838, 2 4  men and 
women w o r k e d  1 2 0 0  s p i n d l e s ,  consumed 40,000 l b s .  o f  c o t t o n  and 
p r o d u c e d  175,000 y a r d s  o f  c o t t o n  goods w o r t h  $17,000. From 1830 
t o  1842-43  Enoch P e a r s o n  m a n u f a c t u r e d  w o o l f r o c k i n g .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  
u n t i l  t h e  m i l l  b u r n e d  i n  1859,  t h e  f a c t o r y  was used t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  
shoes ,  b i l l i a r d  t a b l e s  and b e d s t e a d s ,  and  t o  f u l l  c l o t h .  I n  1860 
a  new m i l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  on t h e  s i t e  by  Mess rs .  M o r r i s o n  a n d  
Howard who m a n u f a c t u r e d  f a n c y  w o o l e n  y a r n s  u n t i l  1874.  

n  1832  42,600 p a i r s  o f  b o o t s  and houses  a r e  p r o d u c e d  i n  s e v e r a l  
m a l l  shops.  80  p e o p l e ,  60  men and 2 0  women were  s o  engaged i n  
. h a t  y e a r .  The h e i g h t  o f  t h e  shoe p r o d u c t i o n  b u s i n e s s  was a r o u n d  

1845  when a l m o s t  45,000 p a i r s  were  made. T h a t  y e a r  f o u r  t a n n e r i e s  
t r e a t e d  2375 h i d e s .  Toward t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e r e  was one 
s m a l l  shoe f a c t o r y .  
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The 1 8 3 2  M c l a i n  R e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  2  men i n  2  s n u f f  m i l l s ,  p r o b a b l y  
owned b y  t h e  L a r k i n  f a m i l y ,  p r o d u c e d  7000 I b s .  s n u f f ,  7  c o o p e r s  
made $2600.  w o r t h  o f  hogsheads  and b a r r e l s  f o r  m o l a s s e s  and f i s h ,  
e i g h t  men made 580,000 b r i c k s ,  20 men m a n u f a c t u r e d  85 c h a i s e s ,  1 5  
b l a c k s m i t h s ,  5  g r i s t  and  3  saw m i l l s .  One o f  t h e  s a w m i l l s  was 
c u t t i n g  mahogony i n  v e n e e r s  and t h e  o t h e r  t w o  were  h e a v i l y  engaged 
i n  c u t t i n g  s h i p  t i m b e r .  I n  t h e  p a r t  o f  Newbury annexed t o  
N e w b u r y p o r t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s h i p b u i l  d i n g  was done. Between 1832 and 
1837,  57 s h i p s  t o t a l i n g  a l m o s t  12,000 t o n s  w e r e  b u i l t  b y  136  men. 
They were  s o l d  f o r  314 m i l l i o n  d o o r s .  R e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  
Newbury ( a g a i n ,  p r o b a b l y  i n  annexed p a r t  o f  t o w n )  i n c l u d e d  m a k i n g  
f i s h i n g  n e t s ,  a n c h o r s  and c o r d a g e .  T h e r e  i s  no  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e s e  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Newbury a f t e r  1850-55.  

Towards t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  1865,  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  1  eaned h e a v i l y  t o w a r d  a g r i c u l t u r e  (231  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  
and 33 i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ) ,  whereas  i n  1840  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  was 
a l m o s t  50 -50  ( 4 2 5  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  416 m a n u f a c t u r i n g ) .  I n  1840  
a n o t h e r  1 7 4  Newbury r e s i d e n t s  were  e m p l o y e d  i n  s h i p  b u i l d i n g  a n d  
n a v i g a t i o n .  I n  1865  t h e r e  w e r e  none so emp loyed .  

A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : 1  1 1 2  s t o r y  houses  r e g a i n e d  p o p u l a r i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d '  f i v e  bays  i n  w i d t h  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r i e s ,  p a i r s  o f  ch imneys ,  
and  e x t e n d e d  s t u d  h e i g h t ,  b o t h  s i n g l e  and  d o u b l e  p i l e  examp les  
s u r v i v e .  Many l a r g e  houses  were  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e  2  112  
s t o r y ,  f i v e  bay,  d o u b l e  i n t e r i o r  ch imney  fo rm,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
p o p u l a r  w i t h  i t a l  i a n a t e  o rnament .  The g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m  was 
i n t r o d u c e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  and  a  s m a l l  number o f  houses  were  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  b o t h  1  112  and  2  112 s t o r i e s  and w i t h  b o t h  Greek 
R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  o rnament .  A s m a l l  number o f  Mansard  houses  
s u r v i v e ,  a11 o f  3 b a y s  w i t h  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  2  1 1 2  s t o r i e s  and  1  112  
s t o r i e s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The town I s  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  was r e b u i l  t i n  
1868;  i t  i s  g a b l e  f r o n t  i n  f o r m  w i t h  an a t t a c h e d  t a l l  e n t r y  t o w e r  
c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a  c l o c k t o w e r ,  b e l f r e y  and  s p i r e ,  and  f l a n k e d  b y  a  
s h a l l  ow p r o j e c t i n g  v e s t i b u l e ;  a l l  o p e n i n g s  a r e  r o u n d  headed and 
o r n a m e n t  i s  I t a l  i a n a t e  i n  s t y l e .  A h i g h  s c h o o l  o p e r a t e d  b r i e f l y  
i n  t h e  town 1849-53,  2 112  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  w i t h  a  3  bay c e n t e r  
e n t r y  f a c e ,  l a t e r  p u r c h a s e d  f o r  use  b y  c h u r c h  g r o u p s  and known as 
P a r k e r  Ha l  1 .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The 2  1 / 2  s t o r y  wooden shoe f a c t o r y  w i t h  p i t c h e d  
r o o f ,  ( R o g e r ' s  f a c t o r y )  o n  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t ,  was b u i l t  a r o u n d  1860.  
I t  h a d  a  1  1 1 2  s t o r y  e l l  on t h e  back .  The b u i l d i n g  was d e s t r o y e d  
by f i r e  i n  t h e  1940s.  

A new w o o l e n  m i l l  ( s i z e  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  unknown) was 
b u i l t  on  t h e  Dummer's F a l l s  s i t e  i n  1860. The number two  m i l l  o f  
t h e  B y f i e l d  Snu f f  Co. was o r i g i n a l l y  a  s a w m i l l  w h i c h  was b u i l t  
a r o u n d  1830. T h i s  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  o f  wood, t w o  s t o r i e s  , w i t h  
basement  and  a t t i c ,  m e a s u r i n g  50  x50  f e e t ,  and s t i l l  s t a n d s  o f f  o f  
M a i n  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r  i n  B y f i e l d .  
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A one s t o r y  wooden s t r u c t u r e ,  w i t h  p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75 
x  25 f e e t  s t i l l  s t a n d s  on F o r e s t  S t r e e t .  It was p r o b a b l y  a  shoe 
b o t t o m i n g  shop c i r c a  1860.  A s m a l l  o n e - s t o r y  f a 1  t - r o o f e d  wooden 
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  had  housed  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank s i n c e  1 8 3 6  
s t a n d s  on M a i n  S t r e e t  i n  B y f i e l d .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

By t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  N e w b u r y ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  n e t w o r k  
m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  d i s t i n c t i v e l y  n o r t h / s o u t h  g r a i n .  The t o w n ' s  
p r i m a r y  a r t e r i a l s  were  t h e  H i g h  Road (now R t .  1  ) ,  l i n k i n g  
N e w b u r y p o r t  t o  Row ley  and I p s w i c h ,  and t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  T u r n p i k e  
(now R t .  1 A ) ,  b e t w e e n  B o s t o n  and N e w b u r y p o r t .  T r a v e l  a g a i n s t  t h e  
n o r t h / s o u t h  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  t h r o u g h f a r e s  was f a r  more  
d i f f i c u l t ,  t h e  m a j o r  e a s t / w e s t  s t r e e t  1  i n k i n g  Newbury V i l l a g e  and 
B y f i e l d ,  S t o t  Road and F o r e s t  S t r e e t ,  l e a d i n g  w e s t  o u t  o f  B y f i e l d ,  
b o t h  h a v i n g  f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s u s e  and  d i s r e p a i r  b y  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
t h e  p e r i o d .  

R a i l r o a d  t r a n s p o r t  t o  Newbury was s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  w i t h  
t h e  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y .  What i n  1890 h a d  been e s t a b l i s h e d  as a  h o r s e  
r a i l r o a d ,  f r o m  N e w b u r y p o r t  t o  t h e  g r e e n  i n  Newbury and  t o  t h e  
P a r k e r  R i v e r ,  was changed  i n t o  an e l e c t r i c  r a i l w a y  i n  1891. A 
second  s t r e e t  r a i l w a y ,  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  Georgetown,  Rowley  and  
I p s w i c h  R a i l r o a d  company, r a n  t h r o u g h  B y f i e l  d  and  became 
e l e c t r i c a l l y  powered  i n  1900.  The R o c k s I M e r r i m a c k  B r i d g e  
c o n t i n u e d  i n  use,  u n d e r g o i n g  r e p a i r s  and s u b s t a n t i a l  r e b u i l  d i n g  i n  
1 8 8 3  and 1894.  

N e w b u r y p o r t ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  grew 11.1% d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f r o m  
1430  t o  1590. The m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  change came b e t w e e n  1875 and 
1885 when t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  j umped  f r o m  1 4 2 6  t o  1590.  T h e r e a f t e r ,  
t h e  number r o s e  and f e l l  ( t o  a  l o w  o f  1427 i n  1 8 9 0  and a  h i g h  o f  
1601  i n  1 9 0 0 ) .  D u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d  f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  
grew f r o m  6.6% ( 1 8 7 5 )  t o  10.7% (19151,  w i t h  i t s  peak p e r c e n t a g e  
c o m i n g  i n  1895 when 12.2% o f  t h e  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  was 
f o r e i g n - b o r n .  O f  t h e s e ,  I r i s h - E n g l i s h - a n d  C a n a d i a n  b o r n  p e o p l e  
were  t h e  d o m i n a n t  e t h n i c  g r o u p s .  W h i l e  t h e  I r i s h  ou tnumbered  
t h e s e  o t h e r s  u n t i l  1905,  b y  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  Canad ians  were  
t h e  l a r g e s t  i m m i g r a n t  g roup .  Between 1905  and  1915  t h e s e  f o u r  
g r o u p s  were  j o i n e d  b y  I t a l i a n  i m m i g r a n t s  ( 1 7  i n  1905 and  29 i n  
1 9 1 5 ) .  

A g r o u p  o f  f o r m e r  M e t h o d i s t s ,  t h e  " P l y m o u t h  B r e t h e n , "  succeeded  
f r o m  t h e  ma in  c h u r c h  and fo rmed  t h e i r  own r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y .  They 
m e t  i n  a  h a l l  i n  B y f i e l d .  

C. S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n  

B y f i e l d  h a v i n g  s u r r e n d e r e d  i t s  economic  a d v a n t a g e  t o  N e w b u r y p o r t  
i n  m i d - c e n t u r y ,  w i t h  t h e  s w i t c h  f r o m  w a t e r  t o  s team power,  w e s t e r n  
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Newbury e x p e r i e n c e d  1  i t t l e  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  R e s i d e n t i a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  was l i m i t e d .  New houses  a p p e a r e d  e s p e c i a l l y  w e s t  o f  
B y f i e l d ,  d rawn b y  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  James M i l l  
compl  ex. 

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s t a g n a t i n g  w e s t e r n  d i  s t r i c t ,  e a s t e r n  Newbury 
e x p e r i e n c e d  marked g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  I t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  as a  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a x i a l  o f  N e w b u r y p o r t  c o n t i n u e d ,  f a m i l  i e s  b e i n g  drawn 
t o  t h e  a r e a  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  l o w e r  t a x  r a t e .  The t u r n  o f  t h e  
c e n t u r y  decades p r o v e d  t h e  m o s t  a d v a n t a g e o u s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  
a r e a  o f  Newbury V i l l a g e  ( t h e  u p p e r  g r e e n ) .  To t h e  ensemb le  o f  
1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n c e s  a1 r e a d y  e n c i  r c l  i n g  t h e  
common were  added t h e  Woodbr idge  S c h o o l  (1878,  1 9 0 8 )  and a  Grange 
H a l l  ( 1 9 0 4 ) .  I m m e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  Montgomery  P a r k ,  a  
r e s i d e n t i a l  s u b u r b  was opened ( 1 8 9 7 ) .  New r e s i  dences,  a1 t h o u g h  
s i m i l a r l y  l i m i t e d  i n  number, w e r e  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
t h e  Newbury V i l l a g e  ( n o r t h  H i g h  S t r e e t )  a r e a .  P lum I s l a n d  began 
i t s  r a p i d  e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  a  r e s o r t  commun i t y .  

D. Economic Base 

B o t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  expanded  be tween  
1875 and 1905. The t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n c r e a s e d  
12% o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d ,  r e a c h i n g  a  peak o f  $276,868 i n  1885 and  a  l o w  
o f  $193,529 i n  1895. The p e r c e n t a g e  o f  f a r m  l a n d  u n d e r  
c u l t i v a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  38% i n  1865 t o  54% i n  1905.  Land u n d e r  
p a s t u r a g e  d e c l i n e d  s l o w l y  b u t  s t e a d i l y .  However,  t h e  number o f  
a c r e s  o f  h a y i n g  l a n d  and  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  hay  h a r v e s t e d  a c t u a l l y  
i n c r e a s e d .  By 1885 t h e  number o f  f a r m  a n i m a l s  h a d  d o u b l e d  f r o m  20 
y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  W i t h  a l m o s t  50% more  m i l k  cows t h a n  i n  1855,  
Newbury f a r m e r s  p r o d u c e d  a l m o s t  3  t i m e s  t h e  m i l k  i n  1885,  y i e l d i n g  
329,982 g a l l o n s .  By 1905,  24 o f  t h e  1 2 5  f a r m s  were  d a i r y  f a r m s .  
They p r o d u c e d  a l m o s t  450,000 g a l l o n s  o f  m i l k .  A p p l e  t r e e s  y i e l d e d  
a l m o s t  70,000 b u s h e l s  i n  1905,  more  t h a n  t w i c e  t h e  1875  f i g u r e .  
Fa rmers  a l s o  t u r n e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  p o u l t r y  and egg  p r o d u c t i o n .  
I n  1905 t h e  46,088 dozen eggs p r o d u c e d  was f o u r  t i m e s  t h e  1875  
number. G r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n  r e c o v e r e d  s l i  g h t l y  f r o m  t h e  1  a r g e  d r o p  
i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d .  The 1885 f i g u r e  o f  $276,868 i n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t  r a n k e d  Newbury 2 4 t h  i n  t h e  s t a t e  ( w h i l e  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  r a n k  was 2 0 5 t h  and second  i n  Essex C o u n t y  ( A n d o v e r  was 
f i r s t ) .  Growth  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  o u t p u t  was p a c e d  b y  t h e  p r o d u c t s  
o f  t h e  B y f i e l d  Woolen Co. ( o n  t h e  o l d  w o o l e n  f a c t o r y  s i t e  a t  
Dummer's F a l l s  o n  P a r k e r  R i v e r )  and t h e  B y f i e l d  S n u f f  Co. I n  1875 
( b e f o r e  t h e  B y f i e l d  Woolen Co was f o r m e d )  t o t a l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
o u t p u t  was $78,500. The " w o o l e n  f a c t o r y "  was v a c a n t  f r o m  1875 t o  
1880.  One shoe f a c t o r y  and  t w o  shoe b o t t o m i n g  shops a c c o u n t e d  f o r  
a l m o s t  50% o f  t h i s  t o t a l  p r o d u c t ,  w h i l e  t h e  s n u f f  company and a  
saw and g r i s t  m i l l  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  26% w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
W h i t t i e r ,  Ew ing  and Co. ( t h e  owners  o f  t h e  B y f i e l d  Woolen Co.) i n  
t h e  e a r l y  1880s,  t o t a l  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  jumped t r e m e n d o u s l y .  I n  
1886, Ew ing  and Co. expanded  o p e r a t i o n s ,  b u i l  d i n g  new f a c t o r i e s  
and i n s t a l l i n g  new e q u i p m e n t .  The B y f i e l d  S n u f f  Co. a l s o  e n l a r g e d  
i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a d d i n g  a  second  s n u f f  f a c t o r y  and 
a  sawmi l  1  ( 1 8 7 0 )  where  v e n e e r s  were  m a n u f a c t u r e d .  T o t a l  p r o d u c t  
v a l u e  i n  1885 exceeded  $250,000 i n c r e a s i n g  b y  a l m o s t  300% i n  t e n  
y e a r s .  
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M i n i n g  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  economic  boom i n  Newbury. A 
" g o l d - r u s h "  o c c u r e d  b e g i n n i n g  a r o u n d  1872.  I n  1878  t h e r e  were  
a r o u n d  20 m ines  j u s t  i n  Newbury. S i l v e r  and g o l d  were  d i s c o v e r e d  
i n  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s o u t h  o f  S c o t l a n d  Road ( w e s t  o f  
H i g h f i e l d  Rd.) where  t h e  Chipman M i n e  was dug. T h i s  m ine  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  y i e l d  s i l v e r  i n t o  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d ,  t h e  c a s h  
v a l u e  o f  s i l v e r  l o w e r e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  m i n e  r e a c h i n g  Q500,OOO. 
M a n u f a c t u r i n g  o c c u p a t i o n s  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  t h e  s h a r p  d r o p  a t  t h e  end 
o f  t h e  l a s t  p e r i o d .  I n  1885  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  s t i l l  
o u t r a n k e d  M a n u f a c t u r i n g  b y  3  t o  1. I n  1905,  t h e  numbers  were  233 
and 184  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Commerce became one i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  
employment ,  w i t h  105  j o b s  i n  1905.  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  V e r y  few  houses  a r e  d a t e d  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Among 
g a b l e  f r o n t  f o r m s ,  p r o j e c t i n g  bays ,  o r n a m e n t a l  s h i n g l e s  and 
p o r c h e s  were  added i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  Queen Ann s t y l e .  A  l a r g e r  
examp le  o f  t h e  s t y l e  i s  a  2  and  112  s t o r y  h i p  b l o c k  w i t h  p o r t i c o  
and  do rmers .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The M e t h o d i s t s  added 1 2  f e e t  t o  t h e i r  m e e t i n g h o u s e  
i n  1871;  i n  1901 t h e y  b u i l t  a  new house composed o f  a  h i g h  g a b l e  
r o o f e d  b l o c k  w i t h  a c o r n e r  e n t r y  t o w e r  w i t h  b e l f r y  a n d  t a l l  
p y r a m i  d a l  r o o f ,  and a1 1  l a n c e t  headed o p e n i n g s .  The Woodbr idge  
Schoo l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  b e t w e e n  1898 and 1908 ;  i t  i s  a  2  and 1 1 2  
s t o r y  h i p  b l o c k  on a  r a i s e d  basement ,  o f  7  bays  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g ,  
p e d i m e n t e d  f r o n t i s p i e c e  o f  3  bays ,  now f e a t u r i n g  I o n i c  co lumns  i n  
a n n i s ,  c l  a s s i c a l  i n  o rnament .  A n o t h e r  s c h o o l  o f  s i m i l a r  p e r i o d  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  B y f i e l d ;  s i m i l a r  i n  o v e r a l l  f o r m  t h e  d o o r  i s  
t r e a t e d  w i t h  a  p e d i m e n t e d  p o r c h ,  and t h e  w h o l e  i s  s i m i l a r l y  
c l a s s i c a l .  The town h a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1904 a s  a  g r a n g e ,  
t a k e n  o v e r  b y  t h e  town i n  1927;  i t  i s  a  s m a l l ,  1  1 1 2  s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  p y r a m i  d a l  r o o f ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  and  o r n a m e n t a l  
s h i n g l e s .  

Commerc ia l  : A s m a l l  number o f  g a b l e  f r o n t  2  1 1 2  s t o r y  c o m m e r c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v i v e  i n  B y f i e l  d. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  The B y f i e l d  Woolen ( f e l t )  Co. b u i l t  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
f a c t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  1880s,  i n c l u d i n g  a 2  112  s t o r y  b r i c k  
s t o r e h o u s e  w i t h  p i t c h e d  r o o f  and  a  s m a l l  o n e - s t o r y  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  p i t c h e d  r o o f .  Two, t h r e e - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g s  b o t h  w i t h  f l a t  
r o o f s  were  p a r t  o f  t h e  comp lex  t h a t  was e n t i r e l y  d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  
i n  1932. One o f  t h e  two p r o b a b l y  d a t e s  f r o m  a r o u n d  1860 and  was 2 
1 / 2  s t o r i e s ,  w i t h  a  p i t c h e d  r o o f  and  a  c u p o l a .  

The Chapman m i n e  s h a f t  b u i l  d i n g ,  o n e - s t o r y  , e l l - s h a p e d  wooden 
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  p i t c h e d  r o o f  was e r e c t e d  a f t e r  1875.  The B y f i e l d  
S n u f f  Co. e r e c t e d  and  o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g  and p a c k i n g  b u i l d i n g  a r o u n d  
1880,  ( e x t a n t )  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  wood, t w o - s t o r i e s  w i t h  basement  and 
a t t i c ,  s h i n g l e d .  Two e n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  s t o r a g e  sheds w e r e  b u i l t  
i n  1911 and 1913  w i t h  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  45  x  60  f e e t .  
( E x t a n t ) .  
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X. EARLY M O D E R N  P E R I O D  ( 1  91 5-1  940)  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

W i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  a r r i v e d  t h e  m a j o r  
h i g h w a y  i n  Newbury. I n  1922,  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  T u r n p i k e ,  h a v i n g  
p r o v e n  a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  and  p o r t i o n s  h a v i n g  been a l l o w e d  t o  
d e t e r i o r a t e ,  was r e b u i l t  as a  p r i m a r y  a r t e r i a l  (RT.1 ). To t h e  
e a s t ,  R t .  1A ( H i g h  S t r e e t )  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a  c o a s t a l  
n o r t h / s o u t h  t h o r o u g h f a r e  and t o  t h e  w e s t ,  be tween  1950  and 1955,  
i n t e r s t a t e  95 was c o n s t r u c t e d .  E a s t / w e s t  movement r e m a i n e d  
d i f f i c u l t .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  B o s t o n  and Ma ine  R a i l r o a d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i n k  
N e w b u r y p o r t  and B o s t o n ,  s e r v i c e  o v e r  t h e  N e w b u r y p o r t  b r a n c h  t o w a r d  
Georgetown was d i s c o n t i n u e d .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n  

A f t e r  a  l a r g e  1851 c e s s a t i o n  t o  N e w b u r y p o r t ,  N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  
e x p e r i e n c e d  l i t t l e  change u n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e  decades o f  t h e  E a r l y  
Modern  p e r i o d .  W i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  1 5 9 0  i n  1915,  t h e  town ( w i t h  
t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  l a p s e  t o  1303  i n  1 9 2 0 )  e x p e r i e n c e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  
s t e a d y  g r o w t h .  Between t h e  p e r i o d ' s  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  c l o s e ,  
N e w b u r y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  43.4%. I t ' s  f o r e i  g n - b o r n  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  however ,  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  d e c l i n e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  same 
p e r i o d ,  f a l l i n g  f r o m  10.7% i n  1915 t o  7% b y  1940.  Canad ians ,  
I r i s h  and I t a l i a n s  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  g r o u p ,  t h e  I t a l i a n s  b e i n g  t h e  
2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  newcomers t o  G e o r g e t o w n ' s  f o r e i  g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Two Women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e m a i n  a c t i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  town e a r l y  i n  
t h e  p e r i o d :  t h e  Women's Home M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y ,  a d d r e s s i n g  
e d u c a t i o n a l  and s p i r i t u a l  c o n c e r n s ,  and  t h e  L a d i e s  B e n e v o l e n t  
S o c i e t y ,  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  needs o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  I n  t h e  
1 9 5 6  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  83% o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  v o t e r s  v o t e d  
R e p u b l i c a n ,  and 17% Democra t .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  i n  pace w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  I n t e r s t a t e  95 t h r o u g h  w e s t e r n  Newbury ( c .  1 9 5 0 - 5 5 ) .  A  
s c a t t e r i n g  o f  new homes were  e r e c t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  r u r a l  Newbury 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  i g n o r e d  c e n t r a l  r e g i o n )  and s o u t h  
o f  Newbury O l d  Town a l o n g  t h e  P a r k e r  R i v e r .  P lum I s l a n d  a t t r a c t e d  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  e f f o r t s .  B e f o r e  p e r i o d ' s  end,  modes t  
b e a c h f r o n t  c o t t a g e s  d e n s e l y  l i n e d  t h e  new r e s i d e n t i a l  l a n e s  
w i n d i n g  back  f r o m  Ocean S t r e e t .  

D. Economic  Base 

No i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l  a b l e  on a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s  
v a l u e  f o r  t h e s e  y e a r s .  B y f i e l d  v i l l a g e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  home t o  
t h e  B y f i e l d  S n u f f  Co. a n d  t h e  B y f i e l d  F e l t  Co. and  t h e  Rodgers  
Shoe F a c t o r y .  The F e l t  Co. made w o o l e n  b l a n k e t s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  E w i n g  and  Co. a t  Dummer's F A l l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e s e  f a c t o r i e s  i n  1920  t h e r e  was a  b l a c k s m i t h  and an i c e  d e a l e r .  
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The B y f i e l d  F e l t  M i l l s  were  c o m p l e t e l y  d e s t r o y e d  by  f i r e  i n  A u g u s t  
1932  and t h e  Shoe F a c t o r y  b u r n e d  down i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 0 ~ ~  and  i s  now 
t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e .  The S n u f f  Co. on t h e  o t h e r  had,  
o p e r a t e d  a l m o s t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  f a c t ,  i t  
s t i l l  i m p o r t s  t o b a c c o  f r o m  K e n t u c k y  and Tenneseee and g r i n d s  i t  
e v e r y  March.  A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  p e r i o d  ( 1 9 5 5 )  45 p e o p l e  were  
emp loyed  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( 1 3  f i r m s ) ,  48  i n  w h o l e s a l e  and  r e t a i l  
t r a d e  ( 1 6  f i r m s ) ,  and  2 4  i n  o t h e r  u n s p e c i f i e d  j o b s  ) i n c l u d i n g  
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  1.  The m a j o r i t y  o f  r e t a i l  f i r m s  were  d a i r y  p r o d u c t s  
s t o r e s  and e a t i n g  and  d r i n k i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e s  were  m o s t  p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  
town. E x c e p t i o n a l  e a r l y  examp les  i n c l u d e  a  l a r g e  2  1 1 2  s t o r y  h i p  
r o o f  examp le  w i t h  d o r m e r s ,  a s  w e l l  as a  t h r e e - s t o r y  F e d e r a l  
r e v i v a l  w i  t h  c o l  o s s o l  p o r t i c o .  S m a l l e r  examp les  i n c l u d e  D u t c h  
C o l o n i a l s ,  s i m p l e  " G e o r g i a n "  homes, and  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  3  and 
5  bay  capes .  Bunga lows  a r e  r a r e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  C o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  G o v e r n o r  Dummer was u n i f o r m a l l y  
C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  s c a l e ,  b o t h  2  112  and  1  112 
s t o r i e s ;  b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d e  a  7  bay  l a r g e  d o r m i t o r y ,  a  b r i c k  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  comp lex ,  and  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  c h a p e l  w i t h  p e d i m e n t e d  
p o r c h ,  s q u a r e  t o w e r  w i t h  b e l f r y  a n d  s p i r e  a n d  p a i r e d  e n t r i e s .  The 
s m a l l  b r i c k  town w a t e r  d e p a r t m e n t  b u i l  d i n g  i s  gambre l  r o o f e d .  

Commerc ia l  : A  C i t g o  s t a t i o n  i s  s t u c c o e d  w i t h  a  c l a s s i c a l  d o o r  and 
segmented a r c h e d  g a r a g e  d o o r s .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  A  p e r i o d  gas s t a t i o n ,  c i r c a  1930 ,  s t i l l  s t a n d s  on 
H i g h  Road i n  o l d  Newbury. Two wooden i c e  s t o r a g e  house  w e r e  b u i l t  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  one  on N e w b u r y p o r t  T u r n p i k e ,  s o u t h  o f  M i d d l e  
Rd., t h e  o t h e r  s o u t h  o f  S c o t l a n d  Rd. The l a t t e r  was d e s t r o y e d  b y  
f i r e  i n  1941.  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

N e w b u r y ' s  i n v e n t o r y  o f  c .  175  f o r m s  f o c u s e s  on t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  
B y f i e l d ,  and t h e  town c e n t e r ,  a  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  d i s t r i c t .  Sharp  
d i f f e r e n c e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  e a s t e r n  and w e s t e r n  s e c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  town.  I n  t h e  e a s t ,  Newbury V i l l a g e ,  Newbury O l d  Town, and 
t h e  H i g h  S t r e e t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a x i s  r e m a i n  i n t a c t ,  e x e m p l a r y  o f  1 5 0  
y e a r s  o f  New E n g l a n d  b u i l d i n g .  B y f i e l  d  V i l l a g e ,  however ,  b e c a u s e  
o f  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  I n t e r s t a t e  95, f a c e s  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  
succumb ing  t o  t h e  same c o m m e r c i a l  s t r i p  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  
t r a n s f o r m e d  n e a r b y  Georgetown i n t o  an a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  s h o p p i n g  
t o u r i s t s .  A s e c t i o n  o f  B y f i e l d ' s  v i l l a g e  c e n t e r  has  a l r e a d y  l o s t  
i t s  i n t e g r i t y  t o  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  a u t o - o r i e n t e d  b u s i n e s s  ( M a i n  S t r e e t  
b e t w e e n  F o r e s t  and C e n t r a l  S t r e e t s ) .  
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