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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: November 1981 Communi t y  : New Bedford 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The c i t y  o f  New Bedford i s  a  narrow s t r i p  bordered by the  Acushnet 
R i ve r  on the  e a s t  and C l a r k ' s  Cove on the  south.  The c i t y  i s  on a 
g r a d u a l l y  ascending r i d g e  f rom t h e  r i v e r .  S o i l s  a re  gene ra l l y  
sandy t o  g r a v e l l y .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

New Bedford was i nco rpo ra ted  as a town on February 23, 1787, f rom 
p a r t  of Dartmouth. P a r t  was es tab l  ished as Fairhaven i n  1812. 
Annexed p a r t  o f  Dartmouth i n  1845. New Bedford was des ignated a 
ha1 f s h i r e  town i n  1880 and i nco rpo ra ted  as a c i t y  i n  1847. 
Annexed p a r t  o f  Acushnet i n  1875 and p a r t  o f  Dartmouth i n  1888. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

New Bedford,  un l  i k e  o t h e r  B r i s t o l  County towns, was founded n o t  on 
an a g r i c u l  t u r a l  base b u t  r a t h e r  as a r e s u l  t o f  i t s  s u i  t a b i l  i t y  as a 
harbor  f o r  the  whal i n g  i n d u s t r y ;  the  f i r s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  se t t lement  
d i d  n o t  occur  u n t i l  1764. By the  t ime o f  the rev01 u t i o n  the  town 
had grown as a p o r t  and as a r e s u l t  s u f f e r e d  a t t a c k  from B r i t i s h  
f o r ces .  L i k e  o t h e r  towns o f  Old Dartmouth, New Bedford had a l a r g e  
p o r t i o n  o f  the  popu la t i on  who belonged t o  the Soc ie t y  o f  F r iends .  
These i n d i v i d u a l  s  c o n t r o l  1  ed the  whal i ng i ndus t r y  d u r i n g  i t s  e a r l y  
years and i t  was t h e i r  ph i losophy t h a t  shaped t o  some e x t e n t  t he  
phys ica l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the c i t y .  A1 though t he re  was a g r e a t  deal o f  
weal t h  i n  the town d u r i n g  the  Federal and e a r l y  p a r t  o f  the  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  per iods ,  t he re  was 1 i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  ne ighbor-  
hoods by income; i t  was n o t  u n t i l  a  second i n d u s t r y  developed i n  
the  town t h a t  h i gh  s t y l e  and worker d i s t r i c t s  began t o  develop. 
The e n t r y  o f  Wamsutta M i l  1s i n  1849 r e s u l t e d  i n  the  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  
o f  the  c i t y ' s  i n d u s t r i a l  base. Contrary  t o  popu la r  be1 i e f ,  i t  was 
the  es tab l  i shment o f  the t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  and the  gradual dec l  i n e  
o f  the  wha l ing  i n d u s t r y  (and es tab l  ishment o f  f i s h e r i e s )  t h a t  
brought  f o r e i g n  born immigrants t o  t h e  c i t y .  The Wamsutta M i l l s  
operated on the  Rhode I s l a n d  system, meaning t h a t  ope ra t i ves  were 
f rom t h e  beg inn ing  p r i m a r i l y  male so t h a t  the  demand f o r  worker 
housing increased as m i l l  opera t ions  increased and worker ne ighbor-  
hoods developed i n  c l ose  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  m i l l  s .  ( I t  should be 
noted t h a t  u n t i l  the  1880s ou t s i de  c a p i t a l  d i d  n o t  p l ay  a r o l e  i n  
the development o f  the  c i t y ,  most o f  the e a r l y  t e x t i l e  development 
be ing  f inanced by t h e  proceeds o f  the whal i n g  i n d u s t r y  . ) S i  nce 
the  m i l  1  s  were f i r s t  1  ocated on the  n o r t h  and then south ends o f  
the  c i t y ,  the  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  remained midd le  and upper income 
r e s i d e n t i a l  u n t i l  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  20th cen tu ry .  Late f a c t o r y  develop- 
ment a l s o  f o l l owed  t h i s  p a t t e r n  and the  r e s u l t  has been worker 
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housing on the pe r i phe ry  o f  the c i t y  i n  the  form o f  s t r e e t c a r  
suburbs, development i n  response t o  extens ions o f  t he  t r a n s i t  
system. New Bedfo rd 's  re-emergence as a f i s h i n g  p o r t  co inc ides  
w i t h  the Portugese immigra t ion  i n  the  l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  19 th  
cen tu ry ;  the s t r eng th  o f  t h i s  popu la t i on  i n  the  c i t y  has 
resu l  t e d  i n  we1 1 de f i ned  Portugese neighborhoods . A1 though 
New Bedford i s  one o f  the few areas i n  southeastern Massachusetts 
t o  have s u f f e r e d  a d e c l i n i n g  popu la t i on  i n  the  pos t  World War I 1  
per iod,  t h i s  d e c l i n e  i s  n o t  r e a d i l y  no t i ceab le  on the  landscape. 
Areas o f  the  c i  ty  have s u f f e r e d  f rom incomplete urban renewal 
e f f o r t s  b u t  t he re  i s  a  f i n e  s tock o f  t u r n  o f  t he  cen tu ry  
t r i p l e  deckers i n  the  c i t y .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

It appears t h a t  ex tens ive  urban growth i n  the  southern two 
t h i r d s  o f  p resen t  New Bedford has ob l  i t e r a t e d  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  
t he  a rea ' s  o r i g i n a l  n a t i v e  t r a i l  network.  The o n l y  documented 
n a t i v e  t r a i l  was one which extended south a long  Acushnet Avenue, 
County S t r e e t  and Cove Road. Th is  r o u t e  p rov ided  access t o  t he  
Achushnet R iver ,  New Bedford Harbor, C la rk  Cove and p resen t  
Dartmouth. The second i s  repu ted  t o  have e n t a i l e d  T a r k l i n  Road 
and p robab ly  P l e i n v i l l e  Road as a p o r t i o n  o f  the  Rhode I s l a n d  
Path, a  major  n a t i v e  t r a i l  between Plymouth and Newport (Rhode 
I s l a n d )  . 
B. Se t t lement  Pa t t e rns :  

The o n l y  archaeol o g i c a l  evidence o f  n a t i v e  Contact p e r i o d  
occupat ion i n  New Bedford was the  re fe rence  t o  severa l  n a t i v e  b u r i a l s  
on t he  shores o f  t he  Acushnet R i ve r  (presumably the western bank) 
(Ricketson 1858: 35-36). A t  l e a s t  one b u r i a l  dated t o  t he  Contact 
o r  H i s t o r i c  per iod .  The v i r t u a l  absence o f  Contact p e r i o d  archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  evidence i s  more 1 i k e l y  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the l a r g e  number o f  
unrecorded p e r i o d  s i t e s  dest royed d u r i n g  the  19 th  cen tu ry  and 
20th cen tu ry  r a t h e r  than evidence o f  l i m i t e d  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t .  
The a r e a ' s  r i c h  r i v e r i n e  and marine resource base would have 
encouraged heavy n a t i v e  se t t lement .  A t  t h e  t ime o f  i n i t i a l  Engl i s h  
se t t l emen t  ( 1  650s) i n  01 d Dartmouth (Acushnet, Fai  rhaven, New 
Bedford,  Dartmouth, Westport, p o r t i o n s  o f  L i t t l e  Compton and T iver ton ,  
Rhode I s l a n d ) ,  a  l a r g e  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  was s a i d  t o  be p resen t  
focus ing  on t h e  a r e a ' s  t h ree  major  r ivers- -Achushnet ,  Pascamanset, 
Westport. Coastal and r i  v e r i  ne se t t lement  was most 1  i k e l y  heav ies t  
d u r i n g  t he  l a t e  s p r i n g  and summer months. The onse t  o f  c o o l e r  
weather probably  encouraged n a t i v e  movement t o  i n t e r i o r  l o c a t i o n s  
i n c l u d i n g  n o r t h  and west o f  t he  Acushnet R i ve r  (e.g., Sassaquin 
Pond). I t  i s  doub t f u l  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  took p lace  i n  western New 
Bedford because o f  t he  presence o f  ex tens ive  marsh1 and. 
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C. Subsistence Pat te rns :  

The Acushnet R iver ,  New Bedford Harbor, C la r k  Cove and Buzzard's 
Bay were r i c h  sources o f  f i sh ,  s h e l l f i s h ,  b i r d s  and marine animals.  
Addi t i o n a l  hun t i ng  and f i s h i n g  probably  was undertaken i n  the  
i n t e r i o r  woodlands and the  v i c i n i t y  o f  Sassaquin Pond. P o t e n t i a l  
p l a n t i n g  grounds were s i t u a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  a long  C la rk  Neck, the shore 
o f  the  Acushnet R i ve r  and a narrow s t r i p  o f  l a n d  para1 l e l  i n g  Acushnet 
Avenue. European-Indian t r ade  l i k e l y  pre-dated the  1602 v i s i t  o f  
Bartholomew Gosnold t o  t h e  Old Dartmouth area (Round H i l l  , Dartmouth; 
Gooseberry Neck, Westpor t ) .  New Bedford possessed an expansive harbor 
and had a ready a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t he  Narraganset t  Bay, an area o f  
known 1 6 t h  cen tu ry  European-Indian c o n t a c t  ( e  .g  . , Verrazano, 1524) . 
D. Observat ions:  

New Bedford was p a r t  o f  a  densely populated r e g i o n  o f  Contact 
Per iod  n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  which extended f rom Buzzard 's  Bay t o  Narra- 
ganse t t  Bay. The p o l i t i c a l  boundaries o f  t he  Old Dartmouth area 
n a t i v e s  appear t o  be de f i ned  by r i v e r  drainages w i t h  t he  New Bedford,  
Fairhaven and Achushnet n a t i v e s  l a b e l  l e d  the  Acushnets . The Acushnets 
a long  w i t h  t he  nearby Apponagansetts and Acoaxets (Dartmouth and 
Westport, r e s p e c t i v e l y )  f e l l  w i t h i n  the  domain o f  the  Pokanokets 

(Wampanoags) cen te red  i n  M t .  Hope, Rhode I s l a n d .  Probably t he  o n l y  
area remain ing ves t i ges  o f  Contact Per iod  se t t l emen t  would be the  
moderately developed Sassaquin Pond area and t h e  l a n d  south of  the  
pond. 

V .  FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A.  T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes : 

Eng l i sh  s e t t l e r s  probably  improved and u t i l i z e d  t he  e x i s t i n g  n a t i v e  
t r a i l  network. The Acushnet AvenuelCounty Street/Cove Road t r a i l  was 
probably  es tab l  i shed  as a p r imary  nor th -sou th  r o u t e  u l  t i m a t e l y  p r o v i d i n g  
access t o  t he  pre-war se t t l emen t  i n  p resen t  Dartmouth (Apponagansett 
Bay . 
B. Popu la t ion :  

The a v a i l a b l e  sources f a i l e d  t o  p rov ide  s p e c i f i c  f i g u r e s  f o r  t he  
New Bedford a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  and c o l o n i a l  popu la t i on .  As mentioned e a r l  i e r ,  
a  l a r g e  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  i n h a b i t e d  Old Dartmouth i n  t he  mid 17th century  
I n  1671, 40-50 n a t i v e s  1 i v i n g  "near o r  i n  t he  town o f  (O ld )  Dartmouth" 
s t a t e d  t h e i r  obedience t o  t h e  Engl i s h  (Hurd 1883: 50) . The New Bedford 
area apparen t l y  was i n h a b i t e d  by no more than one o r  two s e t t l e r s .  

C .  Se t t lement  Pa t t e rns :  

The a rea ' s  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  congregated a long  the  Acushnet R iver .  
The l o c a t i o n ( s )  o f  the  c o l o n i a l  popu la t i on  i s  unknown. The neares t  
pre-war c i v i c  and r e l i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s  were s i t u a t e d  i n  p resen t  Dartmouth 
(Russe l l s  M i l l s ) .  Here, t he  meetings were h e l d  i n  p r i v a t e  homes s ince  
t h e  se t t l emen t  lacked  permanent f a c i l  i t i e s .  
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D . Economi c  Base : 

The a v a i l a b l e  sources f a i l e d  t o  adequately document n a t i v e  o r  
c o l o n i a l  economies. The n a t i v e  popu la t i on  p robab ly  r e t a i n e d  t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  subs is tence economy w i t h  an increased emphasis on Anglo- 
I n d i a n  t rade .  The small c o l o n i a l  popu la t i on  l i k e l y  focused on 
subs is tence a g r i c u l t u r e  and f i s h i n g .  A l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t he  New 
Bedford area was probably  u t i l  i zed as g raz ing  and c rop  l a n d  by the  
a rea ' s  absentee 1 andhol ders . 
E . Observat ions : 

E x i s t i n g  sources v i r t u a l l y  i gno re  the post -1  620 n a t i v e  c o m u n i  ty 
desp i t e  the  presence o f  a  cons iderab le  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  du r i ng  t h e  
F i r s t  Se t t lement  Per iod.  Future research should be devoted t o  
c l  a r i  f y i  ng pre-1675 n a t i v e  se t t l emen t  . The New Bedford area d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  l acked  a d i s c r e t e  c o l o n i a l  community. I t  func t ioned  
p r i m a r i l y  as a resource base f o r  the  more h e a v i l y  s e t t l e d  p o r t i o n s  
o f  Old Dartmouth. 

I V .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

B. Popu la t ion :  

The o n l y  re fe rence  t o  New Bedford n a t i v e s  was made i n  a  l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i n  1698 t he re  were 40 C h r i s t i a n  n a t i v e s  f rom 
"Assameekg, Cokesi t, Acushnet, and Assawampset" (Ricketson 1858: 31 5 ) .  

The f i g u r e s  f o r  t he  wh i t e  popu la t i on  a r e  a l s o  fragmentary.  A t  
the  outbreak o f  K ing  P h i l i p ' s  War, Old Dartmouth ( i n c l u d e d  New 
Bedford u n t i l  1787) cons i s ted  o f  30 homes. By 1765, Old Dartmouth 
had a popu la t i on  o f  4,506 r e s i d e n t s .  Th is  f i g u r e  increased 50% 
t o  6,773 r e s i d e n t s  i n  1776. A t  the  1 a t t e r  date,  New Bedford had 
500 r e s i d e n t s  (18.5% o f  t he  Old Dartmouth t o t a l  ) . As w i t h  a l l  o f  
O ld  Dartmouth, a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of  New Bed fo rd ' s  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  were 
Quakers who o r i g i n a l  l y  were r e s i d e n t s  o f  Portsmouth, Rhode I s 1  and, 
Plymouth and Taunton. 

C .  Se t t lement  Pa t t e rn  : 

A smal l ,  d i s c r e t e  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  remained i n  New Bedford 
throughout  the  18 th  cen tu ry  and p o s s i b l y  i n t o  t he  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  
F i sh  I s l a n d  may have been used as a h o l d i n g  area f o r  Saconnet 
I nd ians  captured by Benjamin Church d u r i n g  K ing  P h i l i p ' s  War. A 
number of  n a t i v e s  were 1 i v i n g  i n  "hu ts "  near Purchase S t r e e t ,  
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probably  between the  e a r l y  and l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  (R icke tson  1858: 190).  
A l l  o f  these n a t i v e s  succumbed t o  an epidemic (da te? ) .  Several n a t i v e  
homes p robab ly  d a t i n g  t o  t he  second ha1 f o f  t he  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  were 
s i t u a t e d  i n  the  " A l l e n  Woods" near the  corner  o f  County and Robeson 
S t r e e t s  ( I b i d .  191 -92).  Fu r the r  south, post-1675 n a t i v e  "clam bakes" 
were h e l d  a t  the  "Smoking Rocks" near Potomska M i l l s  (O ld  Dartmouth 
H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie t y  1934: 3 ) .  A  n a t i v e  b u r i a l  ground i n  use p r i o r  
t o  and a f t e r  the  Revo lu t ion  was l o c a t e d  on Prospect H i l l  a t  the  s i t e  
o f  the  "Merchants Bank'' and Hamil t on  S t r e e t  ( I b i d . )  . 

It i s  unc lear  how much damage the  New Bedford area s u f f e r e d  du r i ng  
King P h i l  i p ' s  War. Only two o f  the  t h i r t y  homes p resen t  i n  Old 
Dartmouth i n  c .  1675 su rv i ved  t he  war. The f i r s t  post-war se t t lement  
probably  took p lace  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  Angl o - I nd ian  
h o s t i l  i t i e s .  Co lon ia l  se t t l emen t  u n t i l  t he  1760s was sca t te red ,  
o c c u r r i n g  i n  an area demarcated by T a r k i l  n  Road and t he  t i p  o f  C l  a r k  
Neck t o  t h e  n o r t h  and south and t he  western bank of the  Acushnet R iver  
t o  s l i g h t l y  west o f  Acushnet Avenue, and County S t r e e t .  Th is  l o c a t i o n  
a f f o r d e d  these r e s i d e n t s  access t o  ex tens ive  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and ,  
r i v e r i n e  and marine resources and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  rou tes  (Acushnet 
R i  v e r y  Buzzard I s  Bay) . The 1760s s i gna l  1  ed the  r a p i d  development of 
a  r e s i d e n t i a l  /commercial node (Bedford v i l  1  age) centered on the  
w a t e r f r o n t  a long  Water and the eas te rn  t h i r d  o f  Union S t r e e t .  The 
New Bedford area, however, con t inued  t o  r e l y  on o t h e r  sec t ions  of 
Old Dartmouth f o r  c i v i c / r e l  i g i o u s  f a c i l i t i e s  s i nce  i t  lacked  i t s  own. 
Local r e s i d e n t s  a t tended town meetings i n  p resen t  Nor th  Dartmouth. 
Quaker ( 2 )  and Congregat ional  (1  ) meetinghouses were a v a i l  ab l  e  i n  
p resen t  Dartmouth and Fai  rhaven. 

D. Economic Base: 

The o n l y  d i scuss ion  o f  t he  post-war n a t i v e  economy was a  re fe rence  
t o  n a t i v e  clamming on the shore o f  New Bedford Harbor d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d  (Ricketson 1858: 190) .  

The c o l o n i a l  community r e t a i n e d  a  s t r o n g  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  base. The 
mid-18th cen tu ry  wi tnessed t h e  ascendancy o f  mar ine based a c t i v i t i e s  
as an i n c r e a s i n g l y  impor tan t  p a r t  o f  the  a r e a ' s  economy. The f oca l  
p o i n t  o f  these a c t i v i t i e s  was s i t u a t e d  on New Bedfo rd 's  w a t e r f r o n t  
between F i s h  I s l a n d  and the  p resen t  s i t e  o f  Potomska M i l l s .  This area 
was the  scene o f  an ex tens ive  i m p o r t l e x p o r t  t rade,  whal i n g  and sh ip -  
b u i l d i n g .  The f i r s t  l o c a l  whaler (owned by Joseph Russel l  , impor tan t  
f i g u r e  i n  New Bedford mar i t ime commerce) shipped o u t  o f  New Bedford 
i n  c .  1755. By 1775, the  whal i n g  f l e e t  had grown t o  40-50 vessels  
ranging as f a r  as the  G u l f  o f  Mexico and South America (R icke tson  
1858: 59) . Jospeh Russel 1  e rec ted  a  t ry-house (whale render ing)  a t  
t he  f o o t  o f  Centre S t r e e t  (near  S ta te  P i e r )  ( H u t t  1924: 11, 515) 
and a  spermice t i  candle works near t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  F ron t  and Centre 
S t r e e t s  p r i o r  t o  1775 (Ricketson 1858: 77) . Two pre-1775 ropewal ks 
were s i t u a t e d  near the  w a t e r f r o n t  probably  on bo th  s ides o f  A l l e n  
S t r e e t .  Formal s h i p b u i l d i n g  was i n i t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
the  "Dartmouth" i n  c .  1767. Commencing i n  the  1760s, l o c a l  and 
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foreign merchantmen arrived and departed w i t h  local goods and items 
from England, the West Indies and the southern colonies.  

Mill operations were limited probably because of the New Bedford 
a r e a ' s  sparse number of potential mill streams. The ever present 
Joseph Russell constructed a pre-1775 g r i s t  mill a t  the junction of 
County and Union S t ree t s  (Old Dartmouth Historical  Society 1934: 29). 
Two possible pre-1775 wind mil ls  were b u i l t  s l i gh t l y  west of the 
junction of County and Union S t r ee t s  and probably in the v ic in i ty  
of the junction of County and North S t r ee t s  (immediately east)(New 
Bedford Map, 1795) . 
E . Archi tec ture  : 

Residential :  Extensive set t lement a t  New Bedford did not commence 
unti l  the 1760s, when whaling and shipbuilding f i r s t  began to  be 
ac t ive .  As a r e s u l t  of the burning of the town by the Br i t i sh  in 
1778, nothing of the Colonial period i s  known to  survive in the central 
business area .  A1 though no Col oni a1 period s t ruc tu res  a re  recorded 
and none were observed elsewhere, potential surviving s t ructures  o r  
fragments thereof are  possible i n  outlying a reas ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  in  the 
northern half of town, along Acushnet Avenue. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A .  Transportation Routes: 

Improvement of exis t ing colonial roads, expansion of waterfront 
q r id .  Acushnet Avenue (Route 18) improved as pa r t  of New Bedford/Taunton/ 
South Boston Turnpike. F i r s t  Fairhaven-New Bedford Bridge constructed 
across Acushnet River 1798. 

B .  Population: 

Population f igures  unavailable pr ior  to  incorporation in 1787. Slow 
increase from 1790 t o  1810, s l  ight  decline between 1810-20 due t o  incor- 
poration of Fairhaven in 1812, then increase to  the end of the period. 

C .  Settlement: 

Early set t lement,  res ident ia l  , commercial and whal ing oriented,  
occurred e a s t  of County S t r ee t  w i t h  Union S t r ee t  ac t ing as the principle 
east-west access.  A1 though there was an ear ly  i so la t ion  of whaling 
oriented industry a1 ong the waterfront there was 1 i t t l  e d i f fe ren t ia t ion  
of res ident ia l  d i s t r i c t s  occurring during t h i s  period. There i s  some 
indication of a high s t y l e  res ident ia l  d i s t r i c t  along Union S t r ee t  
during the l a t e  18th century, b u t  a t  t h i s  time there i s  l i t t l e  t o  
substant ia te  t h i s  information. 

D .  Economic Base: 

Whale f i shery  was not only the dominant and v i r t ua l l y  sole  industry 
in New Bedford throughout t h i s  period, b u t  i t  was a l so  largely  
responsible f o r  the establishment of the town and the great  wealth of 
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many o f  i t s  r es i den t s .  As a  mar i t ime occupat ion  and the  town I s  
s i n g l e  i ndus t r y ,  i t  a l s o  l e f t  t h e  town unusua l l y  vu lnerab le  t o  
wart ime r e s t r a i n t s  o f  t rade .  

The e a r l i e s t  r e s i d e n t s  i n  what became the  town cen te r  were 
sh ipwr i gh t s  and o t h e r  mechanics connected w i t h  t he  business, begun 
i n  1764 by Joseph Russel 1  ( 1  71 9-1804), g r e a t  g r e a t  grandson o f  
t he  founder o f  Russel l  ' s  M i l  1  s  (Dartmouth),  Ralph Russel l  . The 
v i l l a g e ' s  e a r l i e s t  sh ipyard  was es tab l i shed  c .  1760 by a  Pembroke 
s h i p w r i g h t  J .  Louden. Wi th  t he  a r r i v a l  of Joseph Rotch (1704- 
1784) f rom Nantucket i n  1765, bo th  c a p i t a l  and e x p e r t i s e  were 
in t roduced i n t o  t he  New Bedford whale f i s h e r y .  By 1775, t he  
whal ing f l e e t  i nc l uded  50 vessels  and t h e  v i l l a g e  spor ted a  rope- 
walk, spermaceti p l a n t ,  d i s t i l l e r y ,  and sh ipyard.  

Dur ing t he  war, a l though t h e  Acushnet R i ve r  became a  haven 
f o r  p r i v a t e e r s ,  t he  whale business was d e s t i t u t e .  Rotch re tu rned  
t o  Nantucket, and t he  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  town i n  September 1778 
by a  B r i t i s h  f l e e t  added t o  t h e  town's  m is fo r tunes .  By 1804 
the  town had recovered something o f  i t s  pre-war p r o s p e r i t y ,  o n l y  
t o  s u f f e r  a  few years l a t e r  the e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  Embargo and t he  
War o f  181 2, which aga in  r u i n e d  many merchants. The war a1 so 
became a  major  source o f  d i spu te  w i t h  t h e  ne ighbor ing  v i l l a g e  o f  
Fairhaven, whose 1  a r g e l y  a g r a r i a n  popu la t i on  voted so l  i d l y  f o r  
t h e  Republ i c a n  Madison i n  t he  181 2  e l e c t i o n .  New Eedford votes 
were c a s t  f o r  C l i n t o n  and peace (399 t o  13) ,  and the  two towns 
pa r ted  company the  same yea r .  

A t  t h e  conc lus ion  o f  t h e  war (and f o r  t h e  n e x t  40 yea rs ) ,  t he  
whale f i s h e r y  advanced " w i t h  wonderful  success ." By 1820 New 
Bedford had taken the  l e a d  i n  whal ing over  Nantucket, and by 1832 
129 sh ips  and barks ( t h r e e  t imes the  number 30 years be fo re )  were 
engaged on whal i n g .  The same p e r i o d  saw numerous a n c i l l a r y  
businesses es tab l  ished i n c l u d i n g  10 spermaceti candleworks, two 
ropewal ks ( though as l a t e  as 1832 more than ha1 f t h e  cordage used 
s t i l l  came f rom Plymouth), two brass and copper foundr ies  (pumps, 
k e t t l  es, and sh ips  be1 1  s  f o r  use on t he  whal emen), and a  manufactory 
o f  Pruss ian b l ue .  

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  The e a r l i e s t  houses s u r v i v i n g  i n  New Bedford 
da te  f rom the  Federal pe r i od .  These a r e  compara t i ve ly  few i n  
number, y e t  they  e x h i b i t  a  sense o f  t he  town's i n c i p i e n t  u rban i t y ,  
w i t h  narrow s i d e h a l l  housepl ans predominat i  ng . Unl i ke o t h e r  towns 
i n  the  Southeastern Massachusetts r eg ion ,  New Bedford seems never 
t o  have adopted t h e  o therw ise  a lmost  un i ve rsa l  cen te r  chimney 
Cape-type co t t age .  Instead,  four-bay ( t h ree -qua r te r  p l an )  and th ree-  
bay ( h a l f  p l an )  co t tages  and houses, most w i t h  r a i s e d  basements 
and i n t e r i o r  chimneys, were b u i l  t i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  each o the r  
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i n  a t i g h t  g r i d  s t r e e t  p a t t e r n .  Whi le no more than a dozen Federal 
houses were observed, most o f t e n  they  s u r v i v e  i n  c l u s t e r s  o f  two o r  
more w i t h  most examples observed l oca ted  between Union and Nor th  
S t r e e t s .  O f  t he  houses recorded, no examples d a t i n g  f rom the  1 8 t h  
cen tu ry  were c i t e d ,  suggest ing t h a t  most p e r i o d  houses da te  f rom the  
t u r n  o f  t he  cen tu ry  and l a t e r .  O f  these, most have wel l -developed 
Federal d e t a i l i n g ,  c o n s i s t i n g  i n  general  o f  a pedimented entrance 
surround w i t h  s e m i c i r c u l a r  fan1 i g h t  and p i  1 as te r s  and window surrounds 
w i t h  splayed 1 i n t e l  s. More s u b s t a n t i a l  , f u l l y  developed Federal 
houses w i t h  f i ve -bay  facades and end o r  i n t e r i o r  double chimneys 
apparen t l y  were n o t  cons t ruc ted  i n  any numbers be fo re  the  ' teens and 
1820s. Among the  examples noted i s  the  Benjamin Rodman house (1820) 
on Nor th  Second S t ree t ,  a double p i l e ,  end chimney, two-s to ry  stone 
house w i t h  very  s imple Federal d e t a i l i n g  c o n s i s t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  o f  a 
round-arched recessed ent rance.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Wi th  t he  town's  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1787, t he  f i r s t  
independent i n s t i t u t i o n s  began t o  form. The e a r l  i e s t  Fr iends ' meet ing 
had been t he  congregat ion founded i n  1725 a t  Head o f  Westport; a 
Soc ie ty  o f  Fr iends was es tab l i shed  a t  New Bedford i n  1772 w i t h  a 
meetinghouse b u i l t  on Spr ing  S t r e e t  i n  1785. The 1822 two-story  b r i c k  
double ent rance Fr iends ' Meet ing House on Sp r i ng  S t r e e t  i s  a p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  notewor thy s u r v i v o r .  The f i r s t  Congregat ional  p a r i s h  i n  New 
Bedford was organized i n  1795, w i t h  a meetinghouse b u i l t  between 
1795-97. The number o f  churches es tab l i shed  i n  the  town increased 
s t e a d i l y  through t he  p e r i o d  w i t h  the  T h i r d  Par ish  (No r th  Church) 
founded i n  1807, F i r s t  B a p t i s t  founded i n  1813, County S t r e e t  Methodis t  
(1820), Nor th  C h r i s t i a n  (1  807), M idd le  S t r e e t  C h r i s t i a n  (1828), S a i n t  
Lawrence Roman Cathol i c  (1820),  and Seaman's Bethel  ( 1  830) a1 1 es tab l  i shed 
i n  the  per iod .  Almost a l l  o f  these congregat ions b u i l t  churches du r i ng  
t he  per iod ,  b u t  o n l y  one o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  known t o  s u r v i v e  (see 
be low).  The most ambi t ious o f  t he  churches b u i l t  was probably  t he  
Nor th  Congregat ional  , which i n  181 7 b u i l  t a "handsomely steep1 ed" 
48 '  x 60 '  church on Elm S t r e e t  w i t h  a 7 '  deep p o r t i c o  w i t h  f o u r  columns, 
apparen t l y  i n  the  f u l l y  developed l a t e  Federal mode. Po r t i ons  o f  an 
e a r l  i e r  sma l l e r  meetinghouse (1814) o f  the  Nor th  Congregat ional  s t i l l  
s tand on W i l l i a m  S t r e e t .  Other forms o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  (such as 
schools)  a r e  n o t  recorded f o r  t h e  pe r i od  nor  were they observed. I t  
i s  probable t h a t  some school houses s u r v i v e  i n  r e s i d e n t i a l  use. 

Commercial : Several banks were i nco rpo ra ted  d u r i n g  t he  Federal 
p e r i o d  as New Bedfo rd 's  commercial importance grew. Among these were 
the  Nat iona l  Bank o f  Commerce (1  803) , Merchant 's Bank (1 825), and New 
Bedford I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Savings (1825) .  No s t r u c t u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  these 
en te rp r i ses  a re  known t o  su rv i ve .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : A few b u i l d i n g s  r e l a t e d  t o  the  e a r l y  whal ing and sh ip -  
b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  o f  New Bedford su rv i ve .  These i nc l ude  t he  Rodman 
Candleworks (1810), a we1 1 d e t a i l e d  t h ree -s to r y  stone s t r u c t u r e  o f  r ubb le  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  corner  quoins,  and a t h ree -s to r y  b r i c k  warehouse o f  
1820 on Centre S t r e e t .  
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V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL (1830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

Extension o f  e x i s t i n g  s t r e e t  g r i d .  New Bedford Taunton Ra i l road 
completed i n  1840. New York-New Bedford f e r r i e s  i n  opera t ion  du r i ng  
t h i s  pe r i od  as we l l  as f e r r i e s  t o  Martha 's  Vineyard and Nantucket. 

B. Populat ion: 

Steady increase i n  popu la t ion  t o  1860 then s l i g h t  dec l i ne  t o  end 
o f  per iod .  Foreign born popu la t ion  approximately 14% o f  t o t a l  i n  
1855, m a j o r i t y  I r i s h ,  i n  1860 the  Black popu la t ion  t o t a l e d  1,515. 

C .  Sett lement : 

By mid per iod,  commercial and banking establ ishments moved west- 
ward from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  Water S t r e e t  l o c a t i o n s  and a c e n t r a l  
business d i s t r i c t  developed bounded by Spr ing S t r e e t  on the south, 
S i x t h  S t r e e t  on the  west, E l m  S t r e e t  on the n o r t h  and Second S t r e e t  
on the east .  The cons t ruc t i on  o f  the  Wamsutta M i l l s  i n  the North End 
r e s u l t e d  i n  the development o f  a  d i s t r i c t  o f  worker housing bounded 
by Acushnet Ave. on the  west, Logan S t r e e t  on the south and Kenyon 
S t r e e t  on the no r th .  The Pearl S t r e e t  depot appears t o  have spurred 
o the r  development; by the end o f  the per iod  the c i t y  extended as f a r  
n o r t h  as Pearl S t r e e t  and as f a r  west as Chancery. The Fayal (South 
End) extended south t o  Gr inne l l  S t ree t .  A1 so du r i ng  t h i s  per iod  
some h igh  s t y l e  development occurred i n  the North i n  the  form of 
es ta tes  i n  the  area bounded by Kenyon, Shawmut, Parker and County 
S t ree ts .  Another more compact h igh  s t y l e  d i s t r i c t  began t o  develop 
a long Hawthorn S t r e e t  dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  Manufactur ing and whal i n g  
i nte res ts  remained conf ined t o  the wa te r f ron t .  

D. Economic Base: 

The town's middle decade provided the t u r n i n g  p o i n t  f o r  a  wide 
v a r i e t y  o f  New Bedford in te res ts - -most  no tab ly  the  sharp dec l i ne  i n  
whal ing and the i n i t i a t i o n  o f  the manufacture o f  f i n e  c o t t o n  t e x t i l e s .  

From i t s  s t a r t  i n  the  Federal per iod,  whal emen cont inued t o  b r i n g  
back ever - inc reas ing  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  whale and sperm o i l ,  both f o r  the 
n a t i o n ' s  growing a p p e t i t e  f o r  i l l u m i n a t i n g  f l u i d  and t o  s a t i s f y  the 
l u b r i c a t i o n  needs o f  an inc reas ing  number and v a r i e t y  o f  machines. 
By 1857, nea r l y  h a l f  o f  the e n t i r e  U.S. o i l  impor ta t i on  came through 
New Bedford. Whalers expanded t h e i r  search i n t o  new waters throughout 
the 1830s and '40s. I n  1843 the  f i r s t  bowhead whales (source o f  
baleen) were taken i n  the Northern P a c i f i c .  F ive  years l a t e r ,  the 
f i r s t  sh ip  passed through the  Ber ing S t r a i t s ,  marking the beginning 
o f  A r c t i c  whal i ng . 

A1 though the success o f  the  whale f i s h e r y  generated 1 arge amounts 
o f  c a p i t a l  , merchants on the  whole were u n w i l l  i n g  t o  venture i n t o  new 
f i e l d s .  A1 though the  New Bedford and Taunton Ra i l  road were b u i l t  i n  
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1839-40, most New Bedford indust r ies  remained firmly t i ed  to  whaling 
--1 i ke the New Bedford Cordage Co., which Ricketson and Rotch 
established in 1842 to  provide t h e i r  f l e e t s .  Thus, despi te  the f a c t  
t ha t  by 1850 nearby Fa1 1 River had 100,000 spindles in operation, 
most New Bedford merchants showed a c r i t i c a l  unwillingness t o  invest  
in the f i r s t  local t e x t i l e  en te rpr i se ,  the New Bedford Steam Cotton 
Mill,  in 1846, though two prominent whal ing men, Rotch and Rodmen, 
were among i t s  incorporators . (Curiously , a 1 i t t l  e-noticed predecessor 
t o  ~ o t c h ' s  1846 steam mill i s  reported by the 1822 Commercial Directory 
rof the u.s.] which noted t ha t  "Rotch & Eddy have a cotton factory in  
New Bedford, which contains 600 spindles . )  Before i t s  f inal  move to  
Shir ley ,  Massachusetts, an i n i t i a l  attempt was made to  move the mill 
to  Georgia, where steam cotton mil ls  specia l iz ing in coarse goods 
were then gai ni ng ground. 

Georgia a l so  played a ro le  i n  the formation of the Wamsutta Mill.  
During the 1840s, Dwight Perry of Fairhaven owned a small cotton mil 1 
in the south. When one of h is  employees, Thomas Bennett, J r . ,  wanted 
to  build a small mill of h i s  own, he i n i t i a l l y  thought of Georgia. 
I t  was only on the recommendation of another investor,  Congressman 
Joseph Grinnell (who feared the consequences of the Mexican War in the 
South) t ha t  the mill was located in New Bedford. Pa r t i a l l y  on the 
recommendation of mill engineer David Whitman of Warwick, Rhode Island,  
the Wamsutta--and the mi 11 s which 1 a t e r  fo l l  owed i t--departed from 
Fall River practice (producing p r i n t  c lo ths  and coarse fabr ics )  and 
made a reputation on f i ne  goods only (ch ie f ly  s h i r t i n g s ) .  I n i t i a l l y ,  
the Wamsutta's organizers encountered many of the same obstacles the 
earl  i e r  mi 11 had found : in addition t o  the unwill i ngness of whal ing 
money to  venture in to  a new f i e l d  (when construction began, the company 
had been able t o  r a i s e  only ha1 f the capi ta l  allowed by the a c t ) ,  
mechanics t o  r u n  the mill were staunchly opposed to  the disciplined 
labor and longer mill hours than was afforded by a l i f e  a t  sea.  In 
addi t ion,  v i r t ua l l y  everything connected with the mi 11 , except building 
stone,  had to  be imported from outside the c i t y .  Despite these 
obstacles ,  the Wamsutta was an immediate success. Because of the 
continued prosperity of the whal ing business, however, i t  was twenty 
years before a second t e x t i l e  company would be formed, and t h i r t y  before 
the real boom in t e x t i l e  mill building took place. 

In the  meantime, whal ing had reached i t s  peak. In 1857, 329 whal ing 
ships l i s t e d  New Bedford as t h e i r  home por t .  The nationwide depression 
t ha t  began t ha t  same year had a devastating e f f e c t  on New Bedford 
merchants. The enormous quan t i t i e s  of whale o i l  soon overstocked a 
market much l e s s  inclined t o  buy. Prices f e l l  and d i sas te r  struck many 
firms. Sperm o i l  , which sold fo r  $1.72 per barrel in 1855, sold fo r  
$1 .21 in 1858. Of the 68 whalers ar r iv ing in New Bedford in  1858, 
44 made losing voyages. Any possible recovery of the business was 
fu r the r  compromised by the discovery of petroleum in Pennsylvania in 
1859, in the long run v i r t ua l l y  el  irninating the demand f o r  sperm and 
whale o i l  as i l  luminants. Because of i t s  ref in ing capab i l i t i e s ,  New 
Bedford played a pioneer ro le  in the  development of kerosene production 
in the s t a t e ,  even before the discovery of petroleum. In 1858, 
Abraham and Weston Howl and became the f i r s t  r e f ine rs  in New Bedford to  
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produce kerosene ( "coal o i  1  " )  from Engl i sh coal , and i n  1860 Weston 
Howland placed on the  market the  f i r s t  r e f i n e d  burn ing  o i l  d i s t i l l e d  
from Pennsylvania o i l ,  us ing  a pioneer r e f i n e r y  on F i sh  I s l and .  

By 1865 an in tense depression had s e t  i n t o  the whal ing business. 
Large cargoes o f  o i l  were s to red  f o r  the  market t h a t  never came, and 
each vessel r e t u r n i n g  increased the depression. I n  add i t i on ,  the 
whal ing f l e e t  was bad ly  decimated by rebel  c r u i s e r s  du r i ng  the  war. 
Whal i n g  c a p i t a l  had begun t o  move t o  t he  west coast,  where the A r c t i c  
f l e e t  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  based. For w h i l e  sperm and whale o i l  had 
fa1 1 en p r e c i p i t o u s l y  i n  the per iod  1855-58, whal e  bone--the Bowhead Is  
baleen--had r i s e n  more than 100 percent, reaching a value o f  97 cents 
per pound. (By 1891, as a na tura l  p l a s t i c  w i t h  g rea t  s t rength,  
be fore  the advent o f  sp r i ng  s t e e l ,  baleen was valued a t  $6.50 per  
pound. ) 

As e a r l y  as 1861, a g i t a t i o n  had begun f o r  a municipal  water system 
as a means o f  a t t r a c t i n g  i ndus t r y .  The c i t y ' s  f i r s t  water works, 
u t i l i z i n g  a g r a v i t y  condu i t  f rom the  Ansel White Dam on the Acushnet 
River  (town o f  Acushnet) and designed by na t i ona l  1  y  prominent engineer 
W i l l  iam J. McAl p ine  (1  81 2-1 890), was cons t ruc ted  1866-69, making 
poss ib le  New Bedford 's  expansion i n  t e x t i l e  manufactwe.  

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res ident ia l  : New Bedford experienced tremendous growth du r i ng  the  
E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  pe r i od  as the  whal i n g  i n d u s t r y  grew. klhal i n g  p rospe r i t y  
r e s u l t e d  i n  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  g rea t  number o f  houses i n  a wide 
range o f  types and s izes ,  f rom tenements and workers ' cot tages t o  
soph i s t i ca ted  mansions by major American a r c h i t e c t s .  By the  end o f  the  
per iod,  the  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  New Bedford 's  s t r e e t  g r i d ,  from Parker 
S t r e e t  south t o  A l l e n  S t r e e t  and west from the  Harbor t o  Park S t ree t ,  
had been developed w i t h  densely s e t t l  ed r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhoods. 
Several e l i t e  neighborhoods developed, one a t  t he  c r e s t  o f  the  h i l l  
between Union and Arnold S t ree ts  a long and west o f  County S t ree t ,  w i t h  
others a long County S t r e e t  eas t  and west o f  Union S t r e e t  and along 
S i x t h  S t r e e t  between Bedford and Union S t ree ts .  I n  general ,  e l i t e  
development fo l lowed a 1 i nea r  p a t t e r n  o f  one b l o c k ' s  depth along major 
s t r e e t s .  Es ta te  d i s t r i c t s  o f  houses s e t  on l a r g e  l o t s  (such as t h a t  
a t  the c r e s t  o f  t he  h i l l  above the  Central  Business D i s t r i c t )  r e ta ined  
open space through the  end o f  the Ea r l y  Modern per iod.  C lus te rs  o f  
h i g h s t y l e  houses a r e  ra re ,  w i t h  one such neighborhood observed a t  the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  Dartmouth and A1 1 en S t ree ts .  S t y l  i sh houses o u t l y i n g  
the  Centra l  Business D i s t r i c t  were observed a t  Hazelwood Park on Clark 
Cove. Lower slopes o f  the  h i l l  developed w i t h  workers and suburban 
d i s t r i c t s ,  w i t h  such housing concentrated n o r t h  and south o f  the  Central  
Business D i s t r i c t .  

S t y l  i s t i c a l  1  y,  many o f  New Bedford Is  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  s t ruc tu res  
are conservat ive.  The e a r l i e s t  h i g h s t y l e  Greek Revival houses b u i l t  i n  
the  c i t y  a re  double p i l e  b r i c k  s t ruc tu res  w i t h  1 inked parapet end 
chimneys and mod i f ied  Federal d e t a i l s ,  such as splayed l i n t e l s ,  tri- 
p a r t i t e  windows above a center  entrance, thermal windows i n  the  gable 
and f rees tand ing  entrance po r t i cos .  Even the  l a t e r  Greek Revival houses 
o f  t he  1830s and '40s r e t a i n  the  four-square end chimney double p i l e  
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p l  an of the  Federal p e r i o d  whi 1  e  i n c o r p o r a t i  ng popul a r  r eg iona l  
features o f  t he  Greek Reviva l  such as t h e  monumental p o r t i c o  and 
c l a s s i c a l  a t t i c .  Several o f  t he  c i t y ' s  ou ts tand ing  Greek Revival  
houses a re  by Providence a r c h i t e c t ,  Russel l  Warren. For more 
modest housing, the  s i d e h a l l  p l an  was n e a r l y  un i ve rsa l  , a1 though 
a number o f  broad gabl e  (gabl  e  end t o  s t r e e t )  f i v e  bay, cen te r  
ent rance houses were a1 so b u i l t .  A1 so popular  and r e l a t i v e l y  
common was a s i d e h a l l  p l an  f o u r  bay house type,  w i t h  t he  ent rance 
l o c a t e d  i n  e i t h e r  o f  t he  i n t e r i o r  two bays. For modest-sized 
housing ( b o t h  midd le  and work ing c l a s s ) ,  frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 
very  s imple d e t a i l i n g  p r e v a i l ;  splayed l i n t e l s ,  pedimented gable 
ends and entrances w i t h  s i d e  and transom l i g h t s  a re  t he  most 
common deco ra t i ve  f ea tu res .  As most houses have r a i s e d  basements, 
s imple stoops a r e  a1 so common. The most s i g n i f i c a n t  modest 
b u i l d i n g s  i n  the  Greek Reviva l  s t y l e  a re  very  e a r l y  tenement 
b locks,  apparen t l y  in tended f o r  two- fami ly  use ; these houses, 
which have i d e n t i c a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  pa t t e rns  on bo th  f i r s t  and 
second f l o o r s ,  were b u i l t  i n  some numbers throughout  the  pe r i od  
and appear t o  da te  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  ins tances  f rom the  1830s. 

I n  t he  1840s, a  number o f  ou ts tand ing  Goth ic  Revival  houses 
were b u i l t  i n  New Bedford, t h e  most no tab le  o f  these be ing  designs, 
such as t h a t  f o r  the  W i l l i a m  J .  Rotch house (1844), by A. J. Davis.  
Al though a number o f  we l l -p reserved  examples s u r v i v e  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  
f i n i s h ,  such as f lush-board  o r  board and b a t t e n  s i d i n g  and carved 
bargeboards, the  Goth ic  Revival  s t y l e ,  w i t h  i t s  ex tens ive ,  c ross-  
gabled p lan,  was general  l y  ill - s u i t e d  t o  the  t i g h t  1  o t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  
which p reva i  1  i n  New Bedford; t h e r e f o r e  most Goth ic  Revival  houses 
a re  more subs tan t i a l  houses on l a r g e r  l o t s ;  m idd le  and work ing 
c l a s s  housing r e t a i n e d  the  s i d e h a l l  p l an  w i t h  Greek Revival  and, 
l a t e r ,  I t a l i a n a t e  d e t a i l i n g .  

I n  t he  1850s, the  I t a l  i a n a t e  s t y l e  became standard f o r  most 
r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  general  , 1 arge houses tend t o  r e t a i n  
the s tandard four-square, end chimney p l a n  common s ince  the  Federal 
per iod ;  however, cross-gab1 ed v i l l  a-s ty1 e I t a l  i a n a t e  houses w i t h  
asymmetrical p lans  a r e  a1 so common. D e t a i l i n g  on New Bedfo rd 's  
I t a l  i ana te  mansions i s  l a v i s h  and up-to-date,  w i t h  wide eaves, 
e l a b o r a t e l y  formed b racke ts  and d r i p  moldings, r u s t i c a t i o n ,  quoins 
and o rna te  cupolas s u r v i v i n g  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  on many f i n e  houses. 
Cupolas, a  very  popu la r  f e a t u r e  on New Bedford houses f rom the  
Federal through the  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod ,  a re  especia l  1  y  notab l  e  
on the  c i t y  ' s  I t a l  i a n a t e  houses. I n  v iew o f  t he  c i t y ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  
and general s t y l i shness ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  mansard r o o f s  were 
in t roduced as e a r l y  as the  l a t e  1850s and t h a t  they  became common 
i n  the  1860s f o r  many High V i c t o r i a n  I t a l  i a n a t e  des igns.  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A t  l e a s t  f ou r t een  new churches were organized 
i n  New Bedford i n  the E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod ;  these r e f l e c t  the 
d i ve rse  popu la t i on  o f  the  c i t y  d u r i n g  the  p e r i o d  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  two 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: New Bedford



A f r i c a n  Method is t  Episcopal par ishes,  a  Seaman's Bethe l ,  and severa l  
Ch r i s t i an ,  Method is t  Episcopal , B a p t i s t  and Episcopal par ishes i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  the  Congregat ional  and Fr iends  s o c i e t i e s  which were the  
c i t y ' s  f i r s t  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  o rgan i za t i ons .  O f  t he  churches cons t ruc ted  
i n  the  per iod ,  t he  Seaman's Bethe l  (1831; 45 '  x  4 0 1 ) ,  a  one-and-a- 
ha1 f s t o r y  Greek Revival  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  square tower on 
t h e  facade; the  tower, 1  i ke many Greek Revival  cupolas i n  New Bedford, 
has canted corners.  The F i r s t  U n i t a r i a n  church (1838, A. J. Davis) 
on Union S t r e e t  i s  an impor tan t  e a r l y  Goth ic  Reviva l  nave p lan  
des ign w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  square bu t t r essed  tower w i t h  en t r y ,  bu t t r essed  
towers a t  the  corners and c rene l  1  a t i o n s  f o l  1  owing the  r o o f 1  ine ;  w h i l e  
i t r e t a i n s  a t r a d i t i o n a l  cen te r -en te red  p l  an, t he  g ran i  t e  church 
e x h i b i t s  we1 1 developed Goth ic  Reviva l  d e t a i l s .  Other s u r v i v i n g  
churches o f  t h e  pe r i od  a r e  the  Lund's Corner Congregat ional  (1867), 
a  frame Goth ic  Revival  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  c e n t r a l  square ent rance tower 
on t h e  facade, and the  South C h r i s t i a n  Chapel (1851 -2) ,  a  s imple 
two-s to ry  double ent rance Greek Reviva l  b u i l d i n g .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
churches, va r ious  governmental s t r u c t u r e s  were a l s o  b u i l t  i n  the  
per iod .  These i nc l ude  t he  Customs House (1830-36, Robert  M i l  1  s )  , the  
Free L i b r a r y  ( 1  837, Russel 1  Warren), bo th  g r a n i t e  Greek Reviva l  
b u i l d i n g s  w i t h  monumental p o r t i c o s ,  t h e  New Bedford City H a l l  
(1  856-7, Sol omon K.  Eaton ; remodel 1  ed 1885, 1906) . A1 so s u r v i v i n g  
f rom t h e  p e r i o d  i s  a  very  e a r l y  f i r e  s t a t i o n  ( F i r e  S t a t i o n  #4, 1867) 
on South S i x t h  S t ree t ;  t he  b u i l d i n g  i s  two s t o r i e s ,  o f  b r i c k ,  w i t h  
a  h i p  r o o f  and c e n t r a l  square tower and double garage bays. 

Commercial : A number o f  imposing commercial b u i l d i n g s  o f  the 
pe r i od  s t i l l  stand. The most impress ive o f  these a re  t he  bank b u i l d i n g s  
which were b u i l t  a long  the  wa te r f r on t ,  among them the  Merchant 's Bank 
(1833, Russel l  Warren), a  two-s to ry  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  f u l l  I o n i c  
p o r t i c o  w i t h  pediment, the New Bedford I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Savings (1853, 
Russel 1  Warren), a  two-s to ry  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Greek/Renaissance Revival  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  brownstone f ac i ng ,  t he  Masonic B u i l d i n g  (1861), a  th ree-  
s  t o r y  b r i c k  Renaissance Revi va l  b l  ock, and a number o f  more u t i  1  i t a r i  an 
b r i c k  warehouse b u i l d i n g s  a long  the  w a t e r f r o n t .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Several e a r l y  m i l  1  s  o f  the  p e r i o d  s t i l l  s tand, among 
them p o r t i o n s  o f  the  Wamsutta M i l l s  (1847) and . the  New Bedford Foundry 
(1856), bo th  u t i l i t a r i a n  b u i l d i n g s  o f  b r i c k  and stone, t h r e e  and f o u r  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  gable r o o f s  and s imple massing based on Federal 
p ropo r t i ons ;  t he  Wamsutta M i l l s  had stepped end gable parapets and a 
corbe l  1  ed Romanesque Revival  s t a i r  tower o r i g i n a l l y .  Other impor tan t  
i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i nc l uded  the  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  New Bedford 
Water Works (es tab l  i shed  1868), t he  most s t y1  i s h  o f  which was the  
High V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  Engine House (1869),  a  h i p  r oo fed  stone 
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a  mansard roo fed  tower and polychromed Moorish arches, 
demolished i n  1974. 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

New Bedford and Fairhaven S t r e e t  Rai lway began horsepower opera t ions  
i n  1872. Acushnet S t r e e t  Railway r a n  horsecars beg inn ing  i n  1885, the  
two conso l i da ted  i n  1887. Dur ing t h i s  p e r i o d  t he re  a1 so was ex tens ive  
expansion o f  the  c i t y ' s  s t r e e t  g r i d .  New Bedford, Middleboro and Brockton 
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S t r e e t  Railway opened i n  1899, New Bedford and Fa1 1 River  were 
connected by the  Watuppa 1 i n e  o f  the Old Colony Ra i l  road i n  1872. 

B. Populat ion: 

Accelerated popu la t ion  growth du r i ng  the  pe r i od  p a r t i c u l  a r l y  
between 1880 and 191 5. Foreign born popu la t ion  31 % i n  1885 goes t o  
44% o f  the t o t a l  i n  191 5. Portugese popu la t ion  increases by almost 
900% between 1885 and 1915 wh i l e  t o t a l  popu la t ion  more than t reb led .  
S t .  John the B a p t i s t  Ca tho l i c  Church (Portugese) organized i n  1875 
( ? )  i n  the Fayal (South End) supposed t o  have been the f i r s t  Portugese 
Church i n  the Country. 

C .  Sett lement:  

This pe r i od  was one o f  extensive development, both r e s i d e n t i a l  
and i n d u s t r i  a1 . Indus tri a1 devel opment occurred northward a1 ong the 
wa te r f ron t  and south a t  C l  a rk  's Cove. Res ident ia l  development occurred 
along T r o l l e y  l i n e s  extending south on C la rk ' s  Point ,  southwest t o  
the Dartmouth Border, west as f a r  as Rockdale south o f  Kempton, and 
n o r t h  t o  Brooklawn Park and Pine Grove Cemetery. The bu l k  o f  the  new 
r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  cons is ted  o f  workers ' housing w i t h  sca t te red  
middle c lass  d i s t r i c t s .  Recreat ion areas a t  Woodlawn Grove a t  
C la rk ' s  Po in t ,  The P a v i l l i o n  a t  C l a r k ' s  Cove and Riverv iew Park on 
Nash S t r e e t  c rea ted  by the  S t r e e t  Railways. 

D. Economic Base: 

I n  1870 New Bedford s t i l l  had o n l y  one c o t t o n  m i l l  . By the end 
o f  the  per iod,  the c i t y  boasted o f  33 l a r g e  m i l l  complexes and had 
become the  n a t i o n ' s  l ead ing  manufacturing c i t y  f o r  f i n e  co t ton  t e x t i l e s .  

A key f a c t o r  i n  t h i s  development was the new waterworks. 

The p r o s p e r i t y  o f  the  c i t y  [wrote h i s t o r i a n  E l l i s  i n  
1893 1 i s  l a r g e l y  due t o  i t s  abundant and cheap water 
supply.  The m u l t i t u d e  o f  c o t t o n  m i l l s  and var ious 
o t h e r  f a c t o r i e s  t h a t  border our  r i v e r  f r o n t  and lower 
s t r e e t s  have sought t h i s  c i t y  l a r g e l y  because o f  the 
water supply.  E l l i s ,  p.373.1 

This dependence on c i t y  water i s  heightened by con t ras t  w i t h  o the r  
t e x t i l e  c i  t ies--Lowel 1 , Lawrence, Fa1 1 River ,  e t c  .--a1 1 o f  whose t e x t i l e  
m i l l s  cou ld  tap  l a r g e  r i v e r s  o r  lakes  f o r  f r e s h  water.  I n  New Bedford, 
a l l  the t e x t i l e  m i l l s  except the Wamsutta requ i red  c i t y  water, and 
i n  vas t  q u a n t i t i e s .  (As a r e s u l t  the  l a r g e  number o f  m i l l s  constructed 
i n  the 1880s and '90s wore o u t  the  new system a f t e r  o n l y  t h i r t y  years 
o f  use. The Acushnet R iver  supply  was replaced by the new Lake 
Q u i  t tacas  supply l s e e  Rochester, MA i n  1899 .I Another r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
1 ack o f  independent sources o f  water was t h a t ,  un l  i ke o the r  c i t i e s ,  
there  was p r a c t i c a l  l y  no b leaching o r  dyeing o f  f a b r i c s  done w i t h i n  
the c i t y  due t o  the  g rea t  amounts o f  f r e s h  water requ i red .  Hence the 
establ ishment  by New Bedford i n t e r e s t s  o f  the  Mount Hope F in i sh ing  
Co. a t  Nor th Dighton. 
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I n  1870, the  year  a f t e r  the opening o f  the water works, the 
Wamsutta e rec ted  i t s  f o u r t h  m i l l  (and now the o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g  i n  
the complex), i n s t a l l i n g  a  C o r l i s s  engine which was then the  
l a r g e s t  s t a t i o n a r y  steam engine i n  the  wor ld .  The m i l l  was fo l lowed 
a  year  l a t e r  by the  Potomska, which l i k e  the Wamsutta, was 
immediately successful  . The 1870s saw several  improvements i n  
c i t y  serv ices  i n c l u d i n g  the i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  horse ra i lways  and, i n  
1875, the  opening o f  a  r a i l  connect ion t o  F a l l  R iver .  Not u n t i l  
1882, however, were add i t i ona l  m i l  1  s  b u i l t ,  and then w i t h  a  rush 
t h a t  was echoed by o the r  New England c i t i e s ,  th ree  new m i l l s  were 
b u i l t .  Between 1880 and 1899, four teen new co t ton  m i l l  complexes 
were b u i l t  w i t h  a  t o t a l  o r i g i n a l  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  over $6 m i l l i o n .  
By 1892, New Bedford was t h i r d  i n  the number o f  sp indles i n  
opera t ion  i n  the country ,  exceeded o n l y  by Fa1 1  River  and Lowell . 

The whal i ng i n d u s t r y  , desp i te  the  decl  i ne i n  demand f o r  sperm 
and whale o i l ,  was no t  dead. The s t e a d i l y  r i s i n g  p r i c e  o f  baleen 
kept  a  subs tan t i a l  f l e e t  ac t i ve ,  though the  l o s s  o f  33 sh ips 
abandoned i n  the A r c t i c  i n  1871 was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  the  
r i s i n g  c o s t  o f  marine insurance. I n  1880 the f i r s t  steam whaler, 
the Mary & Helen, made her  debut, w i t h  marked success i n  the  A r c t i c .  
Much o f  t h i s  business came t o  a  sudden end about 1905 when the  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  sp r i ng  s tee l  k i l l e d  the  market f o r  baleen almost 
overn igh t .  About the same time, the  harbor saw a  new i n d u s t r y  
develop--the commercial f i s h i n g  f l e e t .  

Other i n d u s t r i e s  were a1 so in t roduced i n  t h i s  per iod  i n c l  ud i  ng 
Stephen A. Morse's t w i s t  d r i l l  f a c t o r y  (Morse had moved t o  the  
c i t y  f rom East Br idgewater i n  1865 on r e c e i v i n g  the  t w i s t  d r i l l  
pa ten t ) ;  and the Mount Washington Glass Works, which re loca ted  from 
South Boston i n  1869 i n t o  b u i l d i n g s  o f  the  s h o r t - l i v e d  New Bedford 
Glass Co. (1861). The P a i r p o i n t  Mfg. Co., which l oca ted  nex t  t o  
the g lass works i n  1880, made a  successful  business c a t e r i n g  t o  
b i g  department s to res  w i t h  s tap le  and fancy a r t i c l e s  i n  p l a t e .  The 
Taunton & New Bedford Copper Co. was o r i g i n a l l y  es tab l i shed as a  
n a j o r  suppl i e r  o f  sheathing f o r  sh ips ' bottoms. 

E . Archi  t e c t u r e  : 

Res ident ia l  : Res ident ia l  cons t ruc t i on  cont inued a t  a  pace equal 
t o  o r  exceeding t h a t  o f  the previous per iod :  by the end o f  t he  per iod,  
New Bedford 's  s t r e e t  g r i d  had expanded t o  nea r l y  i t s  present con f igura-  
t i o n s  w i t h  dense r e s i d e n t i a l  development f rom Tark l  i n  H i l l  i n  the  
n o r t h  t o  Hazelwood Park i n  the south and from the  Harbor west t o  
Rockdale Avenue. The most dramatic areas o f  new cons t ruc t i on  occurred 
i n  the  nor thern  ha1 f o f  the  c i t y  a long Acushnet Avenue and Ashley 
Boulevard n o r t h  o f  Coggeshall S t ree t ,  i n  the western sec t i on  o f  the  
c i t y  west o f  Park S t r e e t  and i n  the  southern p a r t  o f  the  c i t y  south o f  
A l l e n  S t ree t ;  i n  es tab l i shed  neighborhoods a t  the  center  o f  the c i t y  
and along County S t ree t ,  i n f i l l  occurred w i t h  new cons t ruc t i on  f u r t h e r  
consol i d a t i  ng e l  i t e  suburban d i s t r i c t s .  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: New Bedford



Taste f o r  the High V i c t o r i a n  I t a l  ianate  remained s t rong through 
the 1870s, w i t h  1  arge, four-square o rna te l y  embell ished houses 
b u i l t  i n  some numbers i n  es tab l ished neighborhoods; i n  the 1870s, 
however, mansard r o o f s  became the p re fe r red  r o o f  form and h i p  
roo fs  were used 1  ess o f ten .  Gab1 e-roofed s ideha l l  p lan  I t a l  ianate  
houses were b u i l  t a1 ong the 1  ower slopes o f  es tab1 i shed e l  i t e  
neighborhoods and i n  the western h a l f  o f  town, w i t h  double houses 
and two f a m i l y  houses i n  the I t a l  ianate  s t y l e  b u i l t  i n  near ly  
equal numbers i n  many o f  the same loca t i ons .  Two-family houses 
remained b a s i c a l l y  unchanged through the 1880s, w i t h  the s ideha l l  
two-and-a-ha1 f s t o r y  I t a l  ianate  two-family house form gradual l y  
beginning t o  r e f l e c t  the advent o f  the Queen Anne s t y l e  by the  end 
o f  the '80s. 

While a  few S t i c k  S t y l e  houses were observed, by the mid-1880s, 
most l a r g e  houses being b u i l t  had begun t o  r e f l e c t  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  
o f  the h i s t o r i c  r e v i v a l  s t y les ,  w i t h  Shingle S ty le ,  Queen Anne and 
Colonia l  Revival houses b u i l  t i n  some numbers, p a r t i c u l a r l y  along 
County Road and west o f  the Central  Business D i s t r i c t .  Many o f  these 
a re  very e labo ra te l y  de ta i l ed ,  most are probably a r c h i  tect-designed 
(one a c t i v e  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  was Nathaniel C. Smith) and a  few 
e x h i b i t  tendencies t o  Mannerism. L i ke  New Bedford 's  e a r l y  and mid- 
19th century houses, f r a g i l e  wooden embellishment has genera l l y  
surv ived we1 1  . The o v e r a l l  qua1 i t y  o f  New Bedford 's  1  a t e  19th 
century r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  r e f 1  ected i n  the s i g n i f i c a n t  number 
o f  smal ler  houses, i n  t h e  Shingle and Colonial  Revival s t y l e s  
espec ia l l y ,  which e x h i b i t  wel l  i n teg ra ted  per iod  design. 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t  new b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  o f  the period, however, 
was the cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  l a r g e  number o f  three-deckers beginning 
i n  the 1890s and cont inu ing  through the  end o f  the  per iod .  Most o f  
these are i n  the Queen Anne s t y l e ,  w i t h  h i p  roo fs  and th ree-s tory  
polygonal bays w i t h  pediments opposi te a  t r i p 1  e  t i e r  o f  porches, 
o f t e n  recessed. Large d i s t r i c t s  o f  such workers'  housing were con- 
s t ruc ted  i n  the nor thern and southern ex t rem i t i es  o f  the  town, along 
Cove S t r e e t  i n  the south and Acushnet Avenue i n  the nor th .  I n  some 
neighborhoods, three-deckers were b u i l t  along the major thoroughfares 
w i t h  smal ler  Colonia l  Revival and Craftsman s t y l e  two fam i l y  houses 
loca ted on the  cross s t r e e t s  behind. A f t e r  the t u r n  o f  the century, 
the neighborhoods on C l a r k ' s  Po in t  developed i n  t h a t  fashion w i t h  
three-deckers f r o n t i n g  the major road (Brock Avenue) and two fami ly  
houses behind. The o ther  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  innovat ion  o f  the 
per iod  was the cons t ruc t i on  o f  we1 1  d e t a i l e d  th ree  and f o u r  s t o r y  
masonry apartment blocks on the f r i n g e s  o f  the e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t s  near the Central  Business D i s t r i c t ;  masonry apartment blocks 
are extremely uncommon i n  the  region,  most c i t i e s  o f  which never 
developed s u f f i c i e n t  urban dens i ty  t o  support such housing. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : The greates t  p ropor t ion  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i l d ings  
constructed i n  the Late I n d u s t r i a l  per iod  were municipal bu i ld ings ,  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  schools and f i r e  s ta t i ons .  A l l  o f  these are masonry 
s t ruc tures ,  most o f  r e d  b r i c k ,  i n  Renaissance and Colonia l  Revival 
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s t y l e s .  Most o f  t he  schools f o l l o w  the  standard e a r l y  20th cen tu ry  
form c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  h i p  r oo fed  two s t o r y  b l ock  on a  r a i s e d  base- 
ment; o f t en ,  h i p  r o o f  c ross  gables a r t i c u l a t e  t he  end bays. New 
Bedfo rd 's  F i r e  S t a t i o n s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  no tab le  f o r  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  
s t a t e  o f  p rese rva t i on :  many s t a t i o n s  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  t r i m ,  
i n c l u d i n g  garage bays w i t h  wooden doors, o f t e n  removed f o r  use 
w i t h  more modern equipment. A lso b u i l t  i n  t he  pe r i od  were severa l  
coun ty - re l a ted  b u i l d i n g s  (Reg i s t r y  of  Deeds, Samuel C .  Hunt, 1908-1 0; 
T h i r d  D i s t r i c t  Court ,  191 3)  , the  New Bedford T e x t i l e  School (Nathanie l  
C .  Smith, 1898), a  monumental masonry Georgian Reviva l  complex 
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  t h ree  connected b locks ,  t he  neoc lass ica l  
Post O f f i c e  (Oscar Wenderoth, 191 5)  as w e l l  as a  number o f  churches, 
t he  most ou ts tand ing  of which i n c l u d e  t he  A.M.E. Be the l ,  a  r e s t r a i n e d  
s tucco neoc lass ica l  b u i l d i n g  ( c  . 191 0 )  , Grace Episcopal Church 
(1881 ) and S a i n t  Anthony o f  Padua (Joseph Venne, 1903-1 0 )  , a massive 
s tone Romanesque Revival  church on Acushnet Avenue designed by a  
Montreal  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  a  French-Canadian p a r i s h  . The Nat iona l  Guard 
Armory ( 1  904), a  c rene l  1  a ted  Goth ic  Revival  g r a n i t e  b u i l d i n g ,  was 
a l s o  b u i l t  i n  t he  pe r i od .  Both the  B r i s t o l  County House o f  Co r rec t i ons  
(1829) and t h e  City H a l l  (1856) were remodel led d u r i n g  t he  p e r i o d  
(1  895; 1885 and 1906) . 

Commercial : Most o f  t he  b u i l d i n g s  s tand ing  i n  t he  Centra l  Business 
D i s t r i c t  were cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  Most o f  
these a re  f o u r  and f i v e  s t o r y  masonry b locks  d a t i n g  from t h e  1890s and 
e a r l y  20th cen tu ry .  A1 though a  number have been res ided ,  many we1 1  
d e t a i l e d  Georgian Reviva l ,  Renaissance Revival  and Beaux A r t s  c l a s s i c a l  
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  preserved i n  good c o n d i t i o n .  Among the  commercial 
b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  business d i s t r i c t  a r e  b u i l d i n g s  by Charles Brigham 
(New Bedford I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Savings, 1897) and W i l l a r d  Sears (New 
Bedford F ive  Cents Savings , 1891 ) , both  Boston a r c h i t e c t s  , as we1 1  as 
b u i l d i n g s  by  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  such as S.  C .  Hunt, Louis  E .  Destremps, 
and Nathanie l  C .  Smith. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  commercial b locks  and o f f i c e  
b u i l d i n g s ,  a t  l e a s t  two h o t e l s  (Banc ro f t  House, 1877, Louis  P. Rogers; 
Hote l  Touraine, 1902, S .  C .  Hunt)  s u r v i v e  a long  w i t h  two t hea t res  
(Sharpshooters Hal 1  , 1892; Orpheum, 191 0 )  ; o f  these, the  Orpheum Theatre 
i s  the  most ou t s tand ing  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  as i t s  1  a v i  s h l y  ornamented 
Renaissance Reviva l  facade u t i l i z e s  t e r r a c o t t a .  Th is  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
e a r l y  use o f  t he  m a t e r i a l  i n  the  reg ion .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Most o f  t he  many i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  s tand ing  i n  
New Bedford were cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  as t he  c i t y  
s h i f t e d  f rom mar i t ime t o  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y .  Among the  m i l l s  b u i l t  a re  
Nonqu i t t ,  Manomet, Beacon and Whitman M i l l s ,  most o f  these t h ree  
through f i v e  s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h  u t i l  i t a r i a n  Romanesque Revival  
d e t a i l i n g ,  such as c o r b e l l e d  co rn i ces  and segmental arched window 
surrounds. Most o f  t he  b u i l d i n g s  were cons t ruc ted  between 1895 and 
1915 and many were designed by a  s i n g l e  a r c h i t e c t ,  Charles R. Makepeace. 
These 1  arge indus tri a1 complexes a r e  concentrated, i n  t he  southern 
h a l f  o f  town, a long  Cove S t r e e t  and East  Rodney French Boulevard and 
i n  t he  no r the rn  ha1 f o f  town a long  l owe r  Acushnet Avenue. Secondary 
i n d u s t r i a l  cen te rs  occur  a1 ong t he  Harbor and r a i l  road t r acks .  
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X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

Continued expansion o f  s t r e e t  r a i l  way system. Continued improve- 
ment o f  e x i s t i n g  roads w i t h  Kempton (Route 6 )  p r i n c i p l e  connector 
w i t h  the  Cape. New Bedford A i r p o r t .  

B . Populat ion : 

1920 marked the peak popu la t ion  i n  New Bedford 's  h i s t o r y ;  from 
1920 t o  t he  end o f  t he  pe r i od  there  was a marked dec l i ne  i n  populat ion.  
Foreign born popu la t ion  drops t o  33% o f  the  t o t a l  i n  1930. 

C .  Sett lement:  

Res ident ia l  devel opment cont inued du r i ng  t h i s  pe r i od  a1 though a t  
a  slower r a t e  than previous per iods w i t h  extension o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  the Dartmouth border on the  west and along Acushnet Avenue 
i n  the no r th .  

D. Economic Base: 

The World War and the  years immediately f o l l o w i n g  represented a 
pe r i od  o f  unprecedented p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  the New Bedford c o t t o n  t e x t i l e  
i ndus t r y ,  S .  L. Wolfbein wrote. Cap i ta l  inves ted  i n  the i n d u s t r y  
doubled i n  the  seven years 191 4-20, w h i l e  earnings increased s i x - f o l  d  . 
This growth cont inued u n t i l  1924 when t e x t i l e  product ion peaked. I n  
t h a t  year  70 m i l  1  s  employed 41,630 workers, o r  almos t one ha1 f o f  the 
c i t y ' s  work f o rce .  Two f a c t o r s  i n  t h i s  expansion were the huge 
government war orders f o r  c o t t o n  goods, and the  increase i n  auto 
product ion w i t h  t he  corresponding growth i n  demand f o r  t i r e  yarn .  
A1 though the yarn  was a comparat ive ly  coarse product,  the c o t t o n  
used i n  i t s  manufacture had t o  be combed f o r  added s t rength .  The 
combing process was associated w i t h  f i n e  goods product ion, and i t  was 
i n  New Bedford t h a t  t he  equipment and experience f o r  combing yarn  
cou ld  be found. Many m i l  1  s  abandoned t h e i r  r egu la r  t rade t o  concen- 
t r a t e  on t h i s  type o f  product (Wol f be in )  . 

I n  concent ra t ing  p roduc t ion  on government orders and t i r e  yarn, 
the  m i l  1  s  had made a dec i s i on  which i n c r e a s i n g l y  exposed them t o  
competi t i o n  from coarser southern goods. The dec is ion  invo lved  
concent ra t ing  on spinning r a t h e r  than weaving, yarn  product ion r a t h e r  
than f i n e  and fancy goods. The i r  p o s i t i o n  was f u r t h e r  undercut i n  
1928 by the l onges t  and severest  s t r i k e  i n  the  c i t y ' s  h i s t o r y .  I n  
t h i s  per iod,  the number o f  wage earners was c u t  i n  h a l f ,  and the value 
o f  t e x t i l e  products was c c t  one t h i r d .  I n  the  depression years 
came the  f i n a l  blow, when the  c i t y  l o s t  almost two t h i r d s  o f  i t s  
t e x t i l e  m i l l s .  I n  1940, o n l y  th ree  c i t i e s  i n  the  country  ( o f  102 
areas surveyed by the  U.S. Bureau o f  Labor S t a t i s t i c s )  had a lower 
index o f  employment than New Bedford. (These c i t i e s  were Dul u th ,  
To1 edo , and Readi ng . ) (Wol f b e i  n)  
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In the boom years of New Bedford t e x t i l e s ,  though cotton goods 
represented over 80% of the to ta l  value of a l l  products manufactured 
i n  the c i t y  (1923), o ther  important indust r ies  a l so  made s ign i f i can t  
showings, incl uding several important s i l k  and rayon mil 1 s .  

The same period a l so  saw numerous c iv i c  and service  improvements. 
The e l e c t r i c  plant  of the New Bedford Gas and Edison Elect r ic  Co. 
(1916-22) in 1930 ranked as the th i rd  l a rges t  in New England (Stone).  

In 1925 the l a s t  whal ing ship l e f t  por t .  Nevertheless, the same 
period saw a substantial  growth in the New Bedford commercial f i shing 
industry. The development of truck transportat ion gave a new 
a t t r a c t i on  to  New Bedford, as many f ishing boats from Cape Cod waters, 
which formerly unloaded cargoes d i r ec t l y  in  Boston or New York, began 
to  tranship hauls a t  New Bedford. 

E . Architecture: 

Residential : Residential construction in  the 1920s occurred 
primarily as i n f i l l  w i t h  some areas of new construction a t  the periphery 
of established neighborhoods: new construction in the 1920s took 
place along Shawmut Avenue in the northern par t  of the c i t y  and along 
Brock Avenue in the southern half of the c i t y .  Most of the houses 
constructed in  those areas a r e  simply deta i led  Craftsman and Colonial 
Revi val cottages o r  two-fami 1 y houses ; simp1 e bungal ows a re  1 ess  
common b u t  examples were observed. In the establ ished el i t e  neighbor- 
hoods a t  the c r e s t  of the h i l l  above the Central Business D i s t r i c t ,  
Col oni a1 Revival and Craftsman houses were constructed as i nfi 11 housing ; 
Tudor and Dutch Colonial houses were a l so  b u i l t  on a more 1 imi ted 
bas is .  

Ins t i tu t iona l  : Most of the ins t i tu t iona l  buildings of the period 
a r e  schools, most of which a r e  u t i l  i t a r i an  two and three s tory  brick 
s t ructures  with boxy, r e c t i l  inear plans, f l a t  roofs and stock- Georgian 
o r  Colonial Revival de ta i l ing .  Most of the churches constructed 
a r e  Catholic parishes located i n  neighborhoods developed in the Late 
Industr ial  period; the bes t  of these i s  the Tuscan Revival buff brick 
Saint  Joseph's Church (1938) on Acushnet Avenue, b u t  several other 
modest neoclassical and Colonial Revival chapels (such as the  church 
of Our  Lady of Fatima, c .  1925, on Acushnet Avenue a t  Cl i f ford)  were 
a1 so constructed. A1 so notable i s  a neoclassical Pol i ce  Stat ion 
( c .  1920) on Cove S t r ee t .  

Commercial : Large masonry o f f i c e  blocks and s to res  of three to  
f i ve  s t o r i e s  continued t o  be b u i l t  through the 1920s in the Central 
Business Di s t r j c t  . Major new commerci a1 construction took place in 
the period along Acushnet Avenue north of Coggeshall S t r ee t  where a 
1 inear commercial d i s t r i c t  of some ten blocks'  length w i t h  three and 
four s tory  frame and masonry buildings developed to  service  the 
surrounding working c l a s s  neighborhoods. Cornerstones and neighborhood 
commercial d i s t r i c t s  a r e  l e s s  common than in most urban areas with 
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X I .  

small commercial d i s t r i c t s  observed a t  Kempton and Rockdal e  Avenues 
and a t  West Rodney French Boulevard and Cove S t r e e t .  O f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
const ructed,  t he  most no tab le  examples, a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  a re  those 
i n  t he  Centra l  Business D i s t r i c t  where severa l  l imestone-faced neo- 
c l a s s i c a l  Beaux A r t s  and Renaissance Revival  b u i l d i n g s  were b u i l t .  
Inc luded  a re  b u i l d i n g s  by l o c a l  and Boston a r c h i t e c t s ,  such as t he  
Safe Deposi t  Bank (Thomas M. James, Boston, 1918), the F i r s t  Nat ional  
Bank o f  New Bedford (Hutch ins and French, Boston, 1924), the  Whal i ng 
City Hote l  (Cl  i n t o n  and Russel 1  , 1921 ) , and the  New S ta te  Cinema 
(Leary  and Wal ke r ,  1923).  Among the  more ou ts tand ing  b u i l d i n g s  are 
the  Cherry B u i l d i n g  (1931), a  f o u r - s t o r y  l imes tone  faced Deco Moderne 
s to re ,  Kresge's (Wa l te r  G.  Barker,  Taunton, 1935) and the  S t a r  S to re  
(1924), a  f o u r - s t o r y  Beaux A r t s  c l a s s i c a l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  an arcaded 
t op  f l o o r  embell i shed  w i t h  e l abo ra te  t e r r a c o t t a  t r i m .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Add i t i ons  con t inued  t o  be made t o  e x i s t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  
complexes through the  mid-1920s. As be fo re ,  most o f  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o n s i s t s  o f  u t i l  i t a r i a n  b r i c k  p i e r  and spandrel masonry bu i  1  d ings 
u s u a l l y  o f  t h ree  o r  f o u r  s t o r i e s  h e i g h t .  

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

New Bedfo rd 's  survey i s  thorough and wel l - researched b u t  l acks  
an obvious o rgan i za t i ona l  s t r u c t u r e  : many forms a re  dupl i ca ted ,  o f t e n  
w i t h  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  form and area numbers. Commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  
s t r u c t u r e s  a re  t he  two ca tego r i es  w i t h  t h e  h i ghes t  r ep resen ta t i on  
w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a1 so we1 1  represented. Cur ious ly ,  few 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were inc luded  i n  the  survey. Whi le the  most 
ou ts tand ing  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a re  1  ocated i n  t he  downtown 
area (and thus would have been covered i n  the c i t y ' s  severa l  Nat ional  
Reg is te r  d i s t r i c t s ) ,  o u t l y i n g  examples were n o t  p icked  up. P a r t i c u l a r l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  the  c i t y ' s  wel l -preserved c o l l e c t i o n  o f  l a t e  19th-century  
f i r e  s t a t i o n s .  Whi le the  c i t y ' s  schools a re  l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  l y ,  good examples were observed which were n o t  i nven to r i ed .  
Fu r the r  d i s t r i c t i n g  should i nc l ude  the  Acushnet Avenue commercial 
d i s t r i c t  (we1 1  -preserved t u r n  o f  the cen tu ry  e t h n i c  commercial d i s t r i c t )  
and the e a r l y  20th-century  r e s i d e n t i a l  / i n s t i t u t i o n a l  /commercial 
d i s t r i c t  a long  Brock Avenue, which i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l  preserved 
s e c t i o n  d i s p l a y i n g  the  devel opment o f  the e a r l y  20th-century  s t r e e t c a r  
suburb. New Bedford i s  no tab le  f o r  severa l  a t t r i b u t e s :  f i r s t ,  
a1 though i t  covers a  l a r g e  area, much o f  the  c i t y  remained w i t h i n  
wal k i n g  d i s tance  o f  t he  c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t / h i  s t o r i c  cen te r ;  
t he re fo re ,  secondary commercial and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  (churches) centers  
tended n o t  t o  develop i n  neighborhoods. Secondly, the  c i t y  r e t a i n e d  
open space i n  e l i t e  d i s t r i c t s  through the  end o f  t he  second World 
War, so t h a t  neighborhoods o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  houses o f t e n  i nc l ude  
examples o f  r ecen t  cons t ruc t i on ;  even a t  the  p resen t  t ime, l a r g e  and 
ambi t ious new r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  o c c u r r i n g  w i t h i n  t he  c i t y  
l i m i t s ,  a t  C l a r k ' s  Po in t .  F i n a l l y ,  t he  c i t y  i s  no tab le  as a  r e g i o n a l l y  
r a r e  example o f  the  use o f  the  g r i d  p l an :  l a i d  o u t  between 1795 and 
1815, New Bedfo rd 's  g r i d  r e f l e c t s  t he  sma l le r  p ropo r t i ons  o f  the  
Federal c i t y  i n  i t s  b l ock  s ize ,  a  no tab le  f e a t u r e  o f  the  c i t y ' s  land-  
scape which i s  deserv ing o f  p reserva t ion .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : V i r t u a l l y  a1 1 o f  the  c i t y  's  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  
appear t o  have been i d e n t i f i e d .  S t ruc tu res  f o r  which no forms were 
found i nc l ude  the s tone Robinson sperm o i l  r e f i n e r y ,  the  New Bedford 
Gas and Edison E l e c t r i c  p l a n t ,  the  former s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  powerhouse 
a t  the  Fairhaven b r idge ,  and t he  B u t l e r  F l a t s  1 i g h t .  

X I I .  SOURCES 

A l l en ,  E v e r e t t  S., Ch i l d ren  o f  L i g h t :  The Rise and F a l l  o f  New 
Bedford Whal i n g  and t he  Death o f  the  A r c t i c  F l e e t  (Boston, 1973). 

Clayton, Barbara and Kathleen Whi t l e y ,  Guide t o  New Bedford 
(Chester,  CT, 1979).  

Coggeshall , Robert  C .  P., "Devel opment o f  New Bedford Water Suppl i e s ,  " 
Old Dartmouth H i s t o r i c a l  Sketches No. 42 (1915), pp.3-23. 

E l  1 i s  , Leonard B o l l  es , H i  s t o r y  o f  New Bedford and i t s  V i c i n i t y  , 
1602-1 892 (Syracuse, NY, 1892) . 

Grieve, Robert, ed . , New Bedford Semi -Centennial  Souvenir  (Providence, 
1897). 

Hurd, Duane Hami 1 ton, ed., "New Bedford,  " i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  o f  B r i  st01 
County, Massachusetts ( P h i l  a., 1883), pp.48-161 . 

McMull en, Thomas Aus t in ,  " I n d u s t r i  a1 i z a t i o n  and Socia l  Change i n  a 
Nineteenth Century P o r t  City : New Bedford, Mass., 1865-1 900, I' 

unpubl ished Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin-Madison, 
1976. 

Moulton, C .  H., Comp., New Bedford, Mass., B r i e f  H i s t o r y ,  T e x t i l e  
School , I n d u s t r i e s ,  &c . (New Bedford,  1901 ) . 

New Bedford, Mass. Board o f  Trade, New Bedford,  Massachusetts, I t s  
H i  s t o r y ,  I n d u s t r i e s ,  I n s t i t u t i o n s  , and A t t r a c t i o n s  (New Bedford,  
1889) . 

Pease, Zepaniah W . ,  ed., H i s t o r y  o f  New Bedford ( 3  vo l  s., New York, 
1918).  

Ricketson, Daniel  , H i s t o r y  o f  New Bedford (P.p., 1858). 

Sanford and Ke l l ey ,  f i r m ,  New Bedford, Mass., New Bedford, Mass., 
1- 
m n ,  
e t c .  (New Bedford, 1893).  

"Topographical Desc r i p t i on  o f  New Bedford," Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l  
Soc ie ty  C o l l e c t i o n s  4 (1  795), 232-237. 

Wolfbein,  Seymour Louis ,  The Dec l ine  o f  a Cot ton T e x t i l e  C i t y :  A 
Study o f  New Bedford (New York, 1944) . 

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: New Bedford



Tr ipp,  W i l l i a m  H., S t o r y  o f  New Bedford Whaling, F i sh ing  and 
D i v e r s i f i e d  I n d u s t r y  (New Bedford,  1945).  

Clayton, Union S t r e e t  Ra i l  way Co . , Transpor ta t ion  B u l l  e t i n  . 
B u l l  ard,  John, The Greens as I Knew Them (New Bedford, 1964) . 
Lewis, Ar thur ,  The Day They Shook the  Plum Tree (New York, 1963).  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: New Bedford




