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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

Date: October 1981 Community : Nor th  At t leborough 

I. TOPOGRAPHY 

While there  a re  some d i ssec ted  h i l l s  i n  the  cen te r  o f  t he  town the  remainder 
o f  t h e  t e r r a i n  possesses moderate topographic r e l i e f .  There are some swamp 
lands i n  t he  eas t .  Drainage i n  t he  e a s t  v i a  t he  Bungay River ,  i n  the c e n t r a l  
p o r t i o n  o f  town v i a  t h e  Tenmile R i ve r  and i n  the  west v i a  t he  Sevenmile 
R iver .  S o i l s  a re  g e n e r a l l y  sandy t o  g r a v e l l y .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

Nor th  A t t leborough was i nco rpo ra ted  as a town on June 14, 1887 f rom the  
no r the rn  p o r t i  on o f  A t t l  eboro. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Nor th  A t t leborough i s  an i n d u s t r i a l  town i n  B r i s t o l  County on the Rhode I s l a n d  
Border. Al though t h e  town d i d  n o t  have a  separate p o l i t i c a l  ex is tence  u n t i l  
the  l a t e  1 9 t h  century ,  development began e a r l i e r  here than i n  i t s  paren t  
town, the o r i g i n a l  At t leborough.  European town cen te r  appears t o  have been 
l oca ted  on South S t r e e t  (O ld  Town sec t i on ) .  Some p o t e n t i a l  Contact pe r i od  
s i  tes ,  minor  European Set t lement  per iod .  Co lon ia l  se t t lement  p r i m a r i  l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  . 
As i n  A t t l ebo ro ,  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  drew se t t lement  away 
from Old  Town eastward t o  wate r  s i t e s  on t he  Tenmile R i v e r  c r e a t i n g  se t t lement  
n u c l e i  a t  the F a l l s  and a t  Wh i t ing  Pond. Nor th  A t t leborough 's  s t r ong  t i e s  
w i t h  Wrentham appear t o  have encouraged v i  11 age development. A1 though r e s i  - 
d e n t i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  development occurred a long Elm St ree t ,  the remaining 
se t t lement  ou t s i de  the  two v i l l a g e s  (No r th  A t t leborough and the  F a l l s )  was 
p r i m a r i l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  throughout  t he  19 th  century .  The r a i l r o a d  cons t ruc t i on  
t h a t  occurred du r i ng  t h e  l a t e  i n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  acted as a  spur t o  Nor th  
A t t l ebo rough ' s  con t inued  i n d u s t r i a l  development. Whi le the t u r n p i k e  supported 
l i t t l e  o r  no development du r i ng  t he  1 9 t h  century ,  i t s  r o l e  as a  Boston- 
Providence auto c o r r i d o r  produced some s t r i p  development du r i ng  t h e  l a t e  1930s. 

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500 - 1620) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

Nor th  A t t leborough was the  s i t e  o f  a  major  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r  extend- 
i n g  south t o  t he  Seekonk R i ve r  and t he  Narraganset t  Bay reg ion .  The Bay Path, 
a  ma jo r  r eg iona l  rou te ,  passed through Nor th  At t leborough,  probably  f o l l o w i n g  
Elmwood S t ree t ,  Washington S t r e e t  and the Old Post  Road. Loca l l y ,  t h i s  r o u t e  
appeared t o  be t he  a x i s  of the  n a t i v e  t r a i l  network. Two con jec tu red  t r a i l s  
ex tend ing  a long rou tes  encompassing Homes Road, A l l e n  Avenue and M t .  Hope S t ree t ,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  converged a t  the  southern end o f  t he  Bay Path. Two a d d i t i o n a l  
p rospec t i ve  t r a i  1s f o l  l ow ing  East  Washington S t r e e t  and Reservo i r  and Towne 
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St ree t s  j o i n e d  the  Bay Path a t  i t s  m idpo in t .  A probable nor th -sou th  r o u t e  
extended a long K e l l y  Boulevard, s k i r t i n g  a long t he  town's  eas te rn  uplands 
wh i l e  two l i k e l y  secondary t r a i l s  p rov ided  access t o  the  M t .  Hope S t ree t ,  
Towne S t r e e t  and K e l l y  Boulevard rou tes .  The Ten M i l e  R i ve r  probably  was 
u t i l i z e d  as a  major  water  r ou te  between the Narraganset t  and Massachusetts 
Bays (MHC 1980: 21 ) . 
B. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

There were no documented n a t i v e  Contact Per iod  s i t e s .  The o n l y  evidence 
o f  n a t i v e  se t t lement  were f o u r  u n i d e n t i f i e d  n a t i v e  s i t e s .  A l a r g e  v i l l a g e  
s i t e  was s i t u a t e d  a t  the  j u n c t i o n  o f  Abbot t  Run and the  Nor th  A t t leborough 
l i n e  wh i l e  two sma l l e r  s i t e s  were l o c a t e d  near  t he  eas te rn  s i d e  o f  t he  Tenmile 
R iver  immediately n o r t h  o f  i t s  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t he  town's  southern boundary. 
These two s i t e s  were probably  assoc ia ted w i t h  the  complex o f  n a t i v e  s i t e s  
concentrated a long  the  A t t leborough p o r t i o n  o f  the  Tenmile River .  The f o u r t h  
was a  smal l  up land s i t e  approx imate ly  h a l f  a  m i l e  west o f  the  West S t r e e t  
and K e l l y  Boulevard i n t e r s e c t i o n .  The presence o f  p o t e n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l and  a long the  Tenmi l e  R i ve r  and the r i v e r ' s  va lue  as a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  
and food source 1  i k e l y  encouraged cons iderable n a t i v e  Contact p e r i o d  s e t t l e -  
ment a long the r i v e r  and the  Bay Path. A d d i t i o n a l  n a t i v e  s i t e s  may have been 
es tab l i shed  on the  a g r i  cu l  t u r a l  l a n d  p resen t  i n  nor thwestern Nor th  At t leborough.  
Poss ib le  n a t i v e  quar ry ing  s i t e s  were s e t  up i n  the outcrops o f  r e d  f e l s i t e  
ad jacen t  t o  M t .  Hope S t r e e t  between Smith and F i she r  S t ree t s .  

C. Subsistence Pat te rns :  

The Tenmile R i v e r  and Sevenmi l e  R i ve r  would have p rov ided  t he  n a t i v e  
popu la t ion  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  sources o f  f i s h .  The a rea ' s  n a t i v e s  probably  
e x p l o i t e d  the  ex tens i ve  marine resources o f  t he  Narraganset t  Bay reg ion  
du r i ng  t he  l a t e  s p r i n g  and summer months. Hunt ing l i k e l y  took p lace i n  the 
town's wood1 ands wh i l e  p l a n t i n g  grounds were probably  l a i d  o u t  a1 ong t he  Ten- 
mile and Sevenmi l e  R ivers  and t he  nor thwestern p o r t i o n  o f  Nor th  At t leborough.  
Probable t r ade  con tac ts  were e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  16 th  cen tu ry  and e a r l y  17 th  
cen tu ry  European exp lo re r s  and f ishermen f r equen t i ng  the  Narraganset t  Bay 
reg ion  l a r g e l y  because o f  the  a rea ' s  access t o  the  Bay reg ion .  

D. Observat ions: 

The e x i s t i n g  da ta  s t r o n g l y  suggest Nor th  A t t leborough was i nc l uded  w i t h i n  
a  transportation/settlement c o r r i d o r  focused a1 ong the  Tenmi 1  e  R iver .  Na t i ve  
se t t l emen t  i n  t he  Nor th  At t leborough/At t leborough area appears t o  have been 
an ex tens ion  o f  a  suspected core se t t l emen t  s i t u a t e d  a t  the  mouth o f  t he  
Tenmi l e  R i ve r  (Eas t  Providence, Rhode I s l a n d )  (MHC 1980: 23) .  Reg iona l l y ,  the 
n a t i v e  popu la t i on  was probably  a f f i  1  i a t e d  w i t h  the Pokanokets (Wampanoags) 
centered i n  M t .  Hope, Rhode I s l and .  The dea r th  o f  r epo r ted  n a t i v e  s i t e s  i n  
North At t leborough i s  p r i m a r i  l y  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the  c o l l e c t o r s  ' b iases and 
t he  f a i l u r e  t o  r e p o r t  n a t i v e  s i t e s  d iscovered  i n  the  p resen t  downtown sec t i on  
o f  town before t h e i r  subsequent d e s t r u c t i o n .  The l i k e l i h o o d  o f  s u r v i v i n g  
Contact Per iod se t t l emen t  i s  g r e a t e s t  i n  the  r e 1  a t i v e l y  undeveloped northwestern 
sec t i on  o f  Nor th  At t leborough.  Fragments o f  p e r i o d  s i t e s  may remain a long 
the  southern p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Tenmile R i ve r  and around F a l l s  Pond. 
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FIRST SETTLEMENT PERIOD (1620 - 1675) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

I nco rpo ra t i on  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  i n t o  the c o l o n i a l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  network. 
The Bay Path remained t h e  p r imary  over land r o u t e  p r o v i d i n g  access t o  Boston 
and Narraganset t  Bay se t t lements .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

There were no f i g u r e s  f o r  a  n a t i v e  o r  w h i t e  popu la t ion .  One source s t a t e d  
by c. 1661 t he  area encompassed w i t h i n  the  f u t u r e  town o f  A t t leborough (Cumber- 
land,  At t leborough,  Nor th  At t leborough)  had v i r t u a l  l y  no n a t i v e  occupants 
(Hurd 1883: 556). The au thor  r e f e r r e d  o n l y  t o  a  smal l  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  l oca ted  
i n  p resen t  Cumberland ( I b i d . ) .  The wh i t e  popu la t i on  probably  o n l y  cons is ted  o f  
a  handful  o f  f a m i l i e s ,  a l l  o r i g i n a l l y  r es i den t s  o f  Rehoboth. 

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

The a v a i l a b l e  sources made no re fe rence  t o  post-1620 n a t i v e  se t t lement  i n  
Nor th  At t leborough.  Eng l i sh  se t t l emen t  f i r s t  took p lace  a long t he  Bay Road. 
John Woodcock and h i s  f a m i l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  smal l  hamlet i n  c. 1669 near the 
j u n c t i o n  o f  Elmwood and Washington S t ree t s .  Sca t te red  contemporary homes may 
have been b u i l t  f u r t h e r  south ad jacen t  t o  the Tenmile R iver .  The se t t lement  
lacked  c i v i  c / r e l i g i o u s  f a c i  1  i t i e s .  These were probably  sought i n  p resen t  Rumford, 
Rhode I s l and .  

D. Economic Base: 

Agr i  c u l  t u r e  was the foundat ion  o f  the community ' s  economy. Farmi ng was 
probably  undertaken a1 ong t h e  Tenmi l e  and Sevenmi l e  Rivers  and the nor thwestern 
p o r t i o n  o f  Nor th  At t leborough.  Subsistence f i s h i n g  and hun t i ng  l i k e l y  took p lace  
i n  and ad jacen t  t o  the Tenmile and Sevenmile R ivers  and t he  a rea ' s  ex tens ive  
woodlands. There was no evidence o f  l o c a l  i n d u s t r i a l  operat ions.  John Woodcock 
was l i c e n s e d  t o  operate an o r d i n a r y  i n  1670. 

E. Observat ions: 

The l i m i t e d  evidence i n d i c a t e d  t he  Nor th  A t t leborough area was a  f o c a l  p o i n t  
o f  pre-war c o l o n i a l  se t t l emen t  i n  Old At t leborough.  The s e t t l e m e n t ' s  1  i m i  t e d  
s i z e  and t he  v i r t u a l  absence o f  commerc ia l / i ndus t r ia1  and c i v i c / r e l i g i o u s  
f a c i l i t i e s  probably  l e d  t o  the development o f  s t r ong  t i e s  w i t h  ad jacen t  communities 
such as Rehoboth and Taunton. The Woodcock se t t l emen t  was t h e  scene o f  cons ider-  
ab le  over land  t r a f f i c  between Rhode I s l a n d  and Boston because o f  i t s  l o c a t i o n  
on the  Bay Road. 

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD (1675 - 1775) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

I t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  assess development o f  t he  town's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system 
because o f  i t s  1  im i  t e d  documentation. 
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B. Populat ion:  

No f i g u r e  f o r  a  n a t i v e  popu la t i on .  A t  t h e  outbreak o f  King P h i l i p ' s  War, 
14 s e t t l e r s  were r e s i d i n g  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  o f  John Woodcock's g a r r i s o n  house 
(Hurd 1883: 524). A t  the  t ime o f  t h e  town's i nco rpo ra t i on ,  At t leborough ( t hen  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  At t leborough,  Nor th  At t leborough,  Cumberland) had a  popu la t i on  
o f  between 90 and 190 res iden t s .  An a d d i t i o n a l  dramat ic  increase occurred 
w i t h i n  the  n e x t  twenty years ( c .  1717) when the  popu la t i on  jumped t o  500 
res iden t s .  By 1765, A t t leborough had undergone f u r t h e r  growth, expanding t o  
1,739 res iden t s .  A t  the  t ime o f  the  Revo lu t ion  the town's  popu la t i on  s tood 
a t  2,200 res iden t s .  

C. Set t lement  Pa t te rns :  

Woodcock se t t lement  was a t tacked  du r i ng  King Phi 1  i p  ' s  War. Two res iden t s  
were k i l l e d  and one home dest royed i n  t he  course o f  t h e  n a t i v e  r a i d .  Woodcock's 
g a r r i s o n  house, however, su rv i ved  the  war p r o v i d i n g  s e t t l e r s  re fuge  throughout 
the f i g h t i n g .  I n i  ti a1 post-war se t t l emen t  focused on the  Tenmi l e  R iver  
l a r g e l y  because o f  i t s  va lue  as a  power source and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  and 
the presence o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and  ad jacen t  t o  i t s  banks. One o f  t he  f i r s t  
s e t t l e r s  was John Daggett who had l and  l a i d  o u t  near  A t t leborough F a l l s .  By 
the  t u r n  o f  t h e  18 th  century ,  a  p r imary  se t t lement  node was centered a t  the  
j u n c t i o n  o f  Old Pos t  Road and M t .  Hope S t r e e t .  Old A t t l ebo rough ' s  f i r s t  
meetinghouse was b u i l t  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n  i n  1710-14. A  second meetinghouse was 
b u i l t  i n  c. 1728 f i f t e e n  t o  s i x t e e n  rods f rom the  f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e .  Growth i n  
p resen t  A t t leborough r e s u l t e d  i n  O ld  A t t l ebo rough ' s  d i v i s i o n  i n t o  two p rec inc t s  
i n  1743. E a r l y - l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  se t t l emen t  i n f i l l  occurred i n  the  v i c i n i t y  
o f  the  Woodcock cemetery ( j u n c t i o n  o f  Elmwood and Washington S t r e e t s ) .  
Probable e a r l y - l a t e  1 8 t h  cen tu ry  se t t lement  i n f i l l  took p lace  near t he  southern- 
most p o r t i o n  o f  the  Old Post Road. 

D. Economic Base: 

Documentation o f  t he  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  post-war economic base was 1  i m i  ted. 
A g r i c u l t u r e  remained an impor tan t  aspect  o f  the  Nor th  A t t leborough a rea ' s  
economy. Despi te  widespread evidence o f  p o t e n t i a l  mi 11 power sources, t he re  
i s  on l y  1  i m i  t e d  re fe rence  t o  the town's  i n d u s t r i  a1 post-war i n d u s t r i a l  develop- 
ment. Joseph Daggett e s t a b l i s h e d  a  g r i s t  m i l l  a t  A t t leborough F a l l s  i n  c. 1703 
(Daggett  1894: 100).  Two a d d i t i o n a l  m i l l s  s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  j u n c t i o n  o f  Abbot ts  
Run and Mendon Road and Tenmile R i ve r  and A l l e n  Avenue, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  may 
pre-date 1775. 

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l  : The e a r l i e s t  house i n  Nor th  A t t leborough was the Woodcock 
Tavern, b u i l t  i n  1669 and demolished i n  1806. Dur ing King P h i l i p ' s  War i t  was 
used as a  ga r r i son ;  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Tavern, an end chimney h a l f  house added i n  
1730, s t i l l  stands. A few o the r  e a r l y  houses are known t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t he  town 
as we l l .  These i n c l u d e  a  c e n t e r  chimney house w i t h  a  pedimented en tab la tu re  
on the Old Pos t  Road, which i s  dated c.  1715 and p o s s i b l y  a  few o f  the center  
chimney cot tages on A l l e n  Road. Several gambrel r oo fed  co t tages  a re  recorded 
i n  19th cen tu ry  photographs b u t  none a re  known t o  surv ive .  
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Ins t i tu t iona l :  The e a r l i e s t  meetinghouse in  Attleborough was located in 
what i s  now North Attleborough. The f i r s t  s t ruc tu re ,  30'  square, was begun 
in  1710 b u t  not completed un t i l  1714. The second meetinghouse (50 '  x 40' 
with one t i e r  of ga l l e r i e s )  was b u i l t  in 1728. Both stood on the s i t e  of the 
present F i r s t  Congregational Church (1828) on the Old Post Road. Also estab- 
lished in the period was the North Bapt is t  church, organized in 1769 from a 
congregation which had been meeting as ea r ly  as 1747. Apparently the congrega- 
t ion did not construct  a meetinghouse un t i l  1784. 

F. Observations: 

The 18th century witnessed an apparent s h i f t  in Old Attleborough's popu- 
l a t ion  and economic base t o  the southern portion of the community (present  
Attleboroug h )  . Unfortunately, the exis t ing secondary sources do 1 i t t l  e t o  
de t a i l  the extent  of t h i s  s h i f t .  The absence of extensive development in the 
v ic in i ty  of the Old Post Road suggests there i s  a good likelihood of surviving 
archaeological evidence of the a r ea ' s  post-war primary settlement node. 

VII. FEDERAL PERIOD (1775 - 1830) 

A. Transportation Routes: 

Late 18th century post road (East  Washington/Old Post Road) superceded by 
turnpike (South S t r ee t )  in 1829. 18th century roads in tac t .  

B .  Population: 

Population f igures  not available p r io r  t o  North Attleborough incorporation. 

C .  Settlement: 

Small re l ig ious/ res ident ia l  nodes a t  Old Town and a t  North Attleborough. 
The former Congregational, the l a t t e r  Baptist .  By end of period indust r ia l  nodes 
developed a t  Lanesvi l l e  (Adamdale) and the Fa1 l s ,  as well as addition of 
indust r ia l  function t o  North Attleborough (was a l so  ear ly  comercia l  node). 

D.  Economic Base: 

Small g r i s t  and sawmi 11s remain i n  operation along Tenmile River and a t  
Lanesville (Adamsdale), with f u l l i ng  mill a t  Fal ls .  In the 19th century 's  f i r s t  
decade, nail  f ac to r ies  in operation a t  Whiting Pond and a t  Fal ls .  

However, these a c t i v i t i e s  were rapidly eclipsed in importance by the in t ro -  
duction of cotton spinning mi l l s ,  as investors from Pawtucket and Providence, 
spurred by the import r e s t r i c t i ons  imposed by the Embargo and the War of 1812, 
sought out potential  mi 11 pr iv i leges  and other local investors.  Between 1809 
and 1813 two important cotton mil 1s were b u i l t  along the Tenmile River. A t  
Lanesville in 1826 was b u i l t  the l a rges t  of a l l ,  running 2,000 spindles. By 
1832 the three mi 11s together showed a product value of over $68,000, with a 
work force of 120 men and women. 

By 1832, however, the highest production f igures were devoted t o  the 
manufacture of buttons, and, t o  a l e sse r  extent ,  of jewelry. Tradit ionally,  
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the e a r l i e s t  j ewe l r y  manufacture i n  t he  A t t l ebo ros  has been assigned t o  an 
u n i d e n t i f i e d  Frenchman, who s e t  up a f o r g e  about 1780 a t  Chestnut and South 
Washington S t ree t s  and began making brass b u t t s .  (Stone r e p o r t s  t h a t  h i s  
name may have been LeForn ier ,  l a t e r  co r rup ted  t o  " t h e  Foreigner.  " )  A t  what 
da te  he began making j ewe l r y  i s  unc lear .  I n  1795 Nehemiah Dodge began 
making j e w e l r y  i n  Providence, and the  growth o f  the  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h a t  c i t y  
p a r a l l e l e d  the  development i n  the  A t t l ebo ros ,  w i t h  f r equen t  exchanges i n  
e x p e r t i  se. 

I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  whether Nor th  A t t leborough can c l a i m  a cont inuous record  
o f  j e w e l r y  manufacture s i nce  the 18 th  century ,  as can Providence. Instead,  
the f i r s t  s u b s t a n t i a l  i n d u s t r y  appears t o  have been i n  but tons.  Edward P r i c e  
came t o  the  F a l l s  area i n  1794 f rom Birmingham, b r i n g i n g  w i t h  him B r i t i s h  
machinery. I n  1804 another  F a l l s  r es i den t ,  George W .  Robinson, patented an 
improvement i n  c o a t  and wa i s t coa t  but tons,  and f o r  the  n e x t  30 years  the 
bu t t on  i n d u s t r y  i n  Rob insonv i l l e  showed the  g r e a t e s t  p roduc t  value o f  any i n  
Nor th  At t leborough.  Robinson began making metal  but tons i n  1812; g lass 
but tons,  i n  1823; and g i l t  bu t tons  i n  1826. By 1834 the f i r m  was s a i d  t o  be 
the  most ex tens ive  producer o f  meta l  but tons i n  the  U.S., w inn ing numerous 
awards and a n a t i o n a l  market. The va lue  o f  h i s  p roduc t  ( i n  1832) was $93,600, 
produced by 65 hands. 

Jewelry product ion,  r e i n t r oduced  i n  1821 by Draper, T i f f t  & Co., by 1832 
was c a r r i e d  on i n  f o u r  shops and had an annual p roduc t  va lue o f  $33,000. 

I n  the  1832 s t a t i s t i c s ,  500 women are  noted produc ing $60,000 wor th  o f  
s t raw b r a i d  and bonnets, b u t  i t  i s  unc lea r  i n  what s e c t i o n  o f  o l d  At t leborough 
t h i s  co t tage  i n d u s t r y  was t a k i n g  p lace .  

E. A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen Federal  houses were observed i n  t he  
town. These i n c l u d e  an a lmost  equal number o f  cen te r  chimney and double i n t e r i o r  
chimney examples, wh i l e  end chimney and t w i n  r e a r w a l l  chimney Federal houses are 
comparat ive ly  r a re ,  w i t h  o n l y  one example o f  each type noted i n  t h e  town. 
Among the  Federal houses noted i s  a  double p i l e  p l a n  h i p  r o o f  cen te r  chimney 
house on M t .  Hope S t r e e t  a t  A t t leborough F a l l s .  Most o f  t h e  town's Federal 
houses a re  l oca ted  a long o u t l y i n g  roads i n  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s ,  a l though a few 
were noted a t  the town cen te r .  Cottages a re  comparat ive ly  r a re ,  w i t h  the  few 
examples observed being cen te r  chimney p lan  cot tages o f  a f u l l  f i ve -bays '  
w idth.  Standard Federal embel l ishments employed c o n s i s t  o f  segmental o r  
e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t s  w i t h  s i d e l i g h t s  framed by a p a i r  o f  s lender  co lone t tes .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Several i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  were cons t ruc ted  i n  the 
Federal  p e r i o d  i n c l u d i n g  t he  meetinghouses o f  the F i r s t  Congregat ional  and the 
F i r s t  U n i v e r s a l i s t  churches (1828; 1818) and the  f i r s t  (completed 1784) and 
second (1817) meetinghouses of t h e  Nor th  B a p t i s t  church. O f  these, the  
F i r s t  Congregat ional  (1828) and Nor th  B a p t i s t  (1817) meetinghouses are s t i l l  
s tanding.  The Nor th  B a p t i s t  church i s  a  conserva t i ve  two-story  gable roo fed  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  square tower on the  facade; i t  was updated probably 
i n  the  1850s w i t h  b racke t t ed  I t a l  i ana te  eaves and pediment and round head 
windows i n  t he  b e l f r y .  The F i r s t  Congregat ional  church i s  more s t y l i s h  w i t h  a  
shal low p r o j e c t i n g  f r o n t i s p i e c e  w i t h  double entrances and a pediment as w e l l  as 
a w e l l - d e t a i l e d  two-stage b e l f r y  w i t h  an open octagonal domed cupola.  I t  was 
b u i l t  by Ezra Walker, a  l o c a l  b u i l d e r .  The e a r l i e s t  schools i n  the town were 
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cons t ruc ted  i n  the  per iod ,  w i t h  a  number o f  schoolhouses b u i l t  around 1804; 
none o f  these are known t o  su rv i ve .  

V I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830 - 1870) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes: 

No r a i l r o a d s  du r i ng  t h i s  t ime. No new road cons t ruc t i on .  

B .  Populat ion:  

Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  p r i o r  t o  1890. St .  Mary 's  Ca tho l i c  Church 
a t  At t leborough F a l l s  1857. 

C. Set t lement :  

Res iden t i a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  expansion p r i m a r i l y  l i n e a r  a t  Nor th  At t leborough 
v i l  lage and the  Fa1 l s ,  a1 though house l o t s  p l a t t e d  west o f  South S t r e e t  i n  
Nor th  A t t leborough V i l l a g e  by end o f  per iod .  L i t t l e  o r  no growth a t  Old Town 
du r i ng  l a t t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  per iod .  

D. Economic Base: 

The p e r i o d  i s  cha rac te r i zed  as one o f  tremendous growth and innova t ion ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  the  j ewe l r y  i n d u s t r y .  

Dur ing t h i s  per iod ,  Robinson dropped ou t  o f  the  bu t t on  business, rep laced 
about 1848 by t he  bu t t on  f a c t o r y  o f  D. Evans, a l s o  i n  Rob insonv i l l e .  By 1837, 
the manufacture o f  j ewe l r y  had surpassed t he  p roduc t  va lue  o f  but tons,  $92,000 
t o  $90,000. 

The 1830s and '40s saw the number o f  j e w e l r y  f i r m s  increase.  One o f  the  
e a r l i e s t ,  formed by a  former  p a r t n e r  o f  Draper, T i f f t  & Co., was I r a  Richard & 
Co. (1834),  which by t he  l a s t  h a l f  o f  t he  19 th  cen tu ry ,  had become the  l a r g e s t  
j ewe l r y  f i r m  i n  Nor th  At t leborough.  Stephen Richardson & Co. (1837) was 
probably  the  f i r s t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  New York o f f i c e  i n  1854, and among the  f i r s t  
t o  exper iment i n  expor ts  t o  Europe. Joseph J .  Freeman, a t  Rob insonv i l l e  by 
1848, became the  f i r s t  i n  t he  U.S. t o  manufacture r o l l e d  p l a t e  curb  chains.  
J.F. and J.H. Sturdy came t o  Rob insonv i l l e  a  yea r  l a t e r  f rom Providence w i t h  
a  new method o f  produc ing r o l l e d  go ld -p la ted  s tock .  U n t i l  1855 c l i p p i n g s  and 
sweepings were sent  t o  New York f o r  r e f i n i n g .  I n  t h a t  year ,  C.E.W. Sherman 
s e t  up a  r e f i n i n g  business near Davis Br idge,  the  f i r s t  i n  t he  A t t leboros ,  
moving two years l a t e r  t o  the  e x i s t i n g  Elm S t r e e t  l o c a t i o n .  

By 1855, 24 estab l ishments i n  bo th  A t t l ebo ros  were making j ewe l r y  wor th  
$946,200--a va lue over t en  t imes what i t  had been a  decade before.  The 1850s 
a l so  saw the movement n o r t h  i n t o  P l a i n v i l l e  and south i n t o  A t t l e b o r o  o f  severa l  
j ewe l r y  makers, marking the beginn ing o f  A t t l e b o r o ' s  r i s e  as a  j ewe l r y  center .  
I n  the 1860s many f i rms  i n  both A t t l ebo ros  rece ived  boosts by U.S. Army orders 
f o r  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  go ld ,  s i l v e r ,  and r o l l e d  p l a t e  Army badges and o ther  
emblems. 

A t  the F a l l s ,  t e x t i l e  p roduc t ion  had n o t  been abandoned. I n  the 1820s, 
A t t l ebo rough ' s  John Thorpe had patented a  b r a i d i n g  machine. By 1848 Handel N. 
Daggett  was us ing  these b ra ide rs  t o  produce shoe l a c i n g s  and s tea r i ne  candle- 
wick ing.  Up t o  1861, no domest ic b r a i d  had been success fu l l y  produced i n  the  
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U.S. Wi th  impor tan t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  imposed du r i ng  t h e  War, Dagget t ' s  f a c t o r y  
tu rned  t o  domest ic b ra ids ,  a  business t h a t  by t he  end o f  the  war amounted 
t o  over  $400,000 y e a r l y .  H.D. Daggett  was a l s o  respons ib le  f o r  t he  North 
A t t leborough Gas L i g h t  Co. (1855), the At t leborough Branch Ra i l r oad  (1871) 
through the  F a l l s  t o  No r th  At t leborough,  and, w i t h  H. F. Barrows, f o r  the  
Nor th  A t t leborough Water Co. (1883).  

E. A rch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l :  Dur ing the  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod,  a  g r e a t  many houses i n  a  
range o f  s t y l e s  and s i z e s  were b u i l t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  A t t leborough F a l l s  and 
a t  Nor th  A t t leborough cen te r .  Few o f  these appear t o  da te  e a r l i e r  than t he  
1840s, w i t h  the  h ighes t  p r o p o r t i o n  probably  d a t i n g  f rom the  1850s and 1860s. 
Comparat ively few Greek Reviva l  houses and cot tages were observed i n  t he  town: 
most Greek Reviva l  s t y l e  res idences a re  cen te r  and double chimney co t tages  
(most o f  these l oca ted  i n  r u r a l  s e t t i n g s )  w i t h  r a r e  examples o f  s i d e h a l l  p lan  
houses and co t tages  i n  t he  town cen te r .  Far more common a re  f i ve -bay  double 
chimney I t a l  i a n a t e  cot tages w i t h  kneewall f raming  and cen te r  gables,  a  g r e a t  
number o f  which were cons t ruc ted  as t he  e a r l i e s t  fo rm o f  workers '  housing i n  
Nor th  At t leborough.  Concentrat ions of E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  workers '  housing 
a re  found eas t  o f  t he  town cen te r  on East Washington, Smith and M t .  Hope S t ree t s  
and a long the c ross  s t r e e t s  between them. S i m i l a r  housing i n  a  more open 
s e t t i n g  i s  found a t  A t t leborough F a l l s .  A  more s u b s t a n t i a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  ne igh-  
borhood began t o  develop west o f  Nor th  and South Washington S t r e e t  a t  the  town 
center .  On the  cross s t r e e t s  l ead ing  west o f f  Washington S t ree t ,  double 
chimney, center -ent rance p l a n  and asymmetrical s i d e h a l l  p l an  houses i n  the 
I t a l i a n a t e ,  Goth ic  Rev iva l ,  S t i c k  S t y l e  and Second Empire s t y l e s  were cons t ruc ted  
i n  some numbers. P a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a re  severa l  v i l l a s  o f  t he  1850s 
whose wide eaves, shal low pediments and f i n e l y  sca led  i n c i s e d  t r i m  suggest the  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  Downing's co t tage  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The qua1 i ty o f  s u r v i v i n g  woodwork 
on verandas, window hoods and gable screens i s  ve ry  h igh  and a  g r e a t  many 
houses s u r v i v e  w i t h  t r i m  i n t a c t .  A lso  s i g n i f i c a n t  i s  the h igh  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
we1 1  d e t a i l e d  suburban houses d a t i n g  from the  1850s w i t h  severa l  f u 1  l y  developed 
I t a l i a n a t e  houses and a t  l e a s t  one very  unusual l a t e  Greek Reviva l  house 
observed. The Greek Reviva l  house ( W i l l a r d  Robinson House, now Dyer Funeral  
Home), l oca ted  on Commonwealth Avenue a t  A t t leborough F a l l s ,  has a  f i ve -bay  wide 
f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  a  l a r g e  three-bay wide "moni t o r "  on the  second f l o o r  which i s  
i n  t u r n  surmounted by a  square belvedere. The house i s  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  f l u s h -  
boarding a r t i c u l a t e d  wi t h  panel l e d  p i  1  as te r s .  A1 though they a re  uncommon, a t  
l e a s t  a  few I t a l i a n a t e  double workers '  cot tages were b u i l t ;  severa l  o f  these 
su rv i ve  a t  A t t leborough F a l l s .  A t  l e a s t  one very  e l abo ra te  I t a l i a n  v i l l a  
(Wh i t i ng  House) was a l s o  cons t ruc ted  b u t  has been razed. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Among the  churches es tab l i shed  i n  the  p e r i o d  were S t .  Mary's 
Roman C a t h o l i c  church, founded a t  A t t leborough F a l l s  i n  1850 and l a t e r  r e l oca ted  
a t  Nor th  A t t leborough center ,  the  Free Evange l i ca l  church (1858) and t he  Centra l  
Congregat ional  church a t  A t t leborough F a l l s  ( c .  1865). None o f  these a re  known 
t o  have cons t ruc ted  b u i l d i n g s  u n t i l  a f t e r  the  end o f  the per iod .  A  number o f  
schools o f  t he  pe r i od  have surv ived,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  l o c a t i o n s .  Among 
these are the  Hoppin H i  11 school (1843) , a s to ry -and-a-ha l f  center -ent rance 
Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l  i ana te  b u i l d i n g ,  the  Adamsdale school and the  Old Town School, 
both one-story  Greek Reviva l  schools b u i l t  c.  1845 w i t h  double entrances and 
square b e l f r i e s  w i t h  a n t e f i  xae; a1 1  t h ree  schools a r e  very  we1 1  -preserved examples 
o f  t h e i r  type. 
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Commercial: Only one commercial b u i l d i n g  which may da te  f rom the pe r i od  
was observed i n  Nor th  At t leborough,  a1 though o t h e r  commercial b u i l d i n g s  
which apparen t l y  have n o t  su rv i ved  must have been b u i l t  i n  t he  per iod .  The 
s u r v i v i n g  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  t h ree -s to r y  b r i c k  I t a l  i a n a t e  bu i  l d i n g  (once North 
A t t leborough Nat iona l  Bank) on Nor th  Washington S t ree t ;  a l though i t  may da te  
as e a r l y  as the 1860s, i t  a l s o  may n o t  have been b u i l t  u n t i l  t he  Late 
I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  Another b u i l d i n g  was noted which may have served commercial 
purposes; t h i s  i s  a  two-and-a-hal f  s t o r y  I t a l  i a n a t e  b u i l d i n g  on Cumberland 
Road a t  Washington S t ree t .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : A number o f  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  were cons t ruc ted  du r i ng  
t he  per iod ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a long the  Tenmi l e  R i ve r  a t  Nor th  A t t leborough center .  
Most o f  these dated f rom the  1850s and '60s; o n l y  a  few o f  the  e a r l y  f a c t o r i e s  
have surv ived.  Among these a re  the  B.S. Freeman f a c t o r y  (1865),  a  t h ree -  
s t o r y  frame s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  mansard r o o f  and severa l  rodge-roofed add i t i ons ,  
and the Gold Medal B r a i d  Company on Washington S t ree t ,  a  now-a1 t e red  b u i l d i n g  
which was probably  b u i l t  c.  1860 t o  judge by t h e  e a r l y  q u a l i t y  o f  the  concave 
mansard r o o f  which once topped i t s  s t a i r  tower; t h e  Richards f a c t o r y  surv ives  
w i t h  p o r t i o n s  o f  i t s  water  power system e v i d e n t  ( s l u i c e s ) .  Probably the most 
ou ts tand ing  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the pe r i od  i s  t he  Gasometer on Comnon- 
wea l th  Avenue a t  Towne S t r e e t  i n  A t t leborough F a l l s .  Th is  i s  a  round b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1865, w i t h  a  con i ca l  r o o f  topped w i t h  a  v e n t i l a t o r  cupola. 

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870 - 1915) 

A. T ranspor ta t ion  Routes : 

At t leborough Branch Ra i l  road  connect ing Nor th  A t t leborough w i t h  A t t l e b o r o  
joineld Boston and Providence and Taunton Branch 1871. Walpole and Wrentham 
Branch Ra i l road  du r i ng  t h i s  p e r i o d  f rom west s i de  o f  Whi t ing Pond south t o  
Lanesv i l l e .  S t r e e t  r a i lways  a long Elm t o  Nor th  S t r e e t  t o  A t t l e b o r o  and 
Washington O ld  Post Road t o  South At t leborough.  L i t t l e  new road  cons t ruc t i on .  

B. Popu la t ion :  

Popu la t ion  f i g u r e s  show growth f rom i n c o r p o r a t i o n  (1887) t o  1910, then 
d i p  a t  end o f  pe r i od .  Fore ign  born popu la t i on  i n  1915 was 23% o f  t o t a l ,  
m a j o r i t y  Canadian. S t .  Mary 's  moves f rom the  F a l l s  t o  Nor th  At t leborough i n  
1877. 

C. Set t lement :  

Considerable expansion o f  Nor th  A t t leborough v i  11 age du r i ng  t h i s  per iod;  
almost t o t a l  i n f i l l  of t he  area bounded by Broadway/Chestnut/South and West 
S t r e e t s  by 1895. Considerable development a l s o  noted a long  Elm S t r e e t  t r o l l e y  
l i n e  as w e l l  as Old Post Road ( F i r s t  house b u i l t  i n  30 years a t  Old Town as 
w e l l  43 house l o t s  s o l d  on t h e  1  i n e  1  year  a f t e r  t he  1  i n e  was opened i n  1891 

(Daggett :  1894, 450 ) ) .  
D. Economic Base: 

U n t i l  1895 i t  i s  n o t  poss ib l e  t o  separate the  j ewe l r y  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  North 
A t t leborough and A t t l ebo ro .  Al though Nor th  A t t leborough business cont inued 
t o  expand, i t  seems t h a t  t h i s  growth occurred a t  a  s lower r a t e  than i n  A t t l e -  
boro. More f i r m s  were i n i t i a t e d  i n  A t t l e b o r o  i n  the  1870s and '80s than i n  
Nor th  At t leborough,  and a  number o f  e x i s t i n g  f i rms  i n  the  no r the rn  town moved 
south, probably  f o r  b e t t e r  r a i l  connect ions. Thus i t  i s  probably  d u r i n g  the  
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l a t e  1870s o r  e a r l y  '80s t h a t  A t t l e b o r o  j ewe l r y  p roduc t ion  over took t h a t  
o f  Nor th  At t leborough.  By 1895 the va lue  o f  A t t l e b o r o  goods (p robab ly  
75 percen t  "metal and m e t a l l i c  goods") was n e a r l y  1% t imes t h a t  o f  Nor th  
At t leborough.  Nevertheless, the  j ewe l r y  business cont inued t o  b u i l d  
impo r tan t  f a c t o r i e s  i n  t h i s  period--among them the  landmark wood-frame 
mansard f a c t o r y  o f  B.S. Freeman & Co. a t  Rob insonv i l l e  (1865), the 
3 - s to r y  b r i c k  crennel  ated Manufacturers Bui  l d i  ng, the wood-frame Webster 
Co. f a c t o r y  on Broadway, and the  H.F. Barrows j ewe l r y  f a c t o r y  (1906) a t  
Chestnut and South Washington. For much o f  the  per iod,  the  "Company's 
Shops" (E. I .  Richards & Co.) as they were ca l l ed ,  on the Tenmile R i ve r  a t  
the  cen te r  of town, were the  l a r g e s t  f i r m  i n  Nor th  At t leborough,  employing 
200-225 hands. 

E.  A r ch i t ec tu re :  

Res iden t i a l  : Extens ive r e s i d e n t i a l  cons t ruc t i on  cont inued a t  t he  town 
cen te r .  I n  t he  area between Grove and Church S t ree t s  west o f  Washington 
S t r e e t ,  l a r g e  w e l l  developed S t i c k  S t y l e  and e a r l y  Queen Anne s t y l e  houses 
were b u i l t  i n  some numbers. S i m i l a r  houses were a l s o  cons t ruc ted  a t  
A t t leborough Fa1 1  s  . Orna te ly  d e t a i  l e d  Second Empi r e  cot tages and houses 
were popular  i n  t h e  e a r l y  years  o f  the  p e r i o d  and severa l  ou ts tand ing  
examples a r e  known, with one very  f i n e  mansard-roofed co t tage  w i t h  ex tens ive  
dependencies observed on Towne S t r e e t  a t  A t t leborough F a l l s .  Other 
more modest m idd le  c l a s s  and workers '  housing was b u i l t  n o r t h  and south o f  
the  e l i t e  d i s t r i c t  a t  t he  town cen te r  and a l s o  e a s t  o f  Washington S t r e e t  
between Orne and F i she r  S t ree t s .  The most comon form o f  workers '  housing 
cons t ruc ted  was the s i d e h a l l  p l an  two-s to ry  Queen Anne house, bu t  by the  
t u r n  o f  t he  century ,  two-fami l y  houses, two-deckers and, occasional  l y ,  
three-deckers were be ing bu i  1  t as we1 1. We1 1  d e t a i l e d  Queen Anne houses, 
most w i t h  e l abo ra te  towers, cont inued t o  be b u i l  t a1 ong South Washington 
S t r e e t  i n t o  the  1890s w i t h  Co lon ia l  Revival  and Craftsman houses o f  
s i m i l a r  q u a l i t y  b u i l t  i n  t he  years a f t e r  the t u r n  o f  t he  century ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n  the  area south o f  the cen te r .  Other more modest b u t  nonetheless w e l l  
developed Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  and Craftsman houses were bu i  1  t a long Elm S t r e e t  
eas t  of the  town cen te r .  A t  l e a s t  one smal l  apartment b lock  o f  y e l l o w  b r i c k  
was observed a t  the town cen te r  on South Washington S t ree t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : A number o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i  l d i n g s  were cons t ruc ted  i n  
the  per iod,  among them two churches, bo th  o f  which share s i m i l a r  p lans w i t h  
o f f s e t  square towers on t he  facade being t he  most prominent common fea tu re .  
These a re  t he  Cent ra l  Congregat ional  Church (1874) and the  Un iversa l  i s t  
Church (1882).  The o the r  church o f  the  p e r i o d  i s  the  Cushman Union (1883), 
a  S t i c k  S t y l e  chapel.  Also b u i l t  i n  the  p e r i o d  was the  Richards Memorial 
L i b r a r y  (1894), a  one-s to ry  h i p  roo fed  b r i c k  Queen Anne s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  t e r r a -  
c o t t a  d e t a i l s ,  designed by t he  Boston a r c h i t e c t ,  W.  H. McLean, as w e l l  as 
severa l  schools,  the  most prominent o f  which i s  the Woodcock School a t  the  
town cen te r ,  a  two-s to ry  b r i c k  Jacobethan des ign o f  c.  1910. 

Commercial: A  number o f  one and two-s to ry  b r i c k  and frame commercial 
b locks were b u i l t  a f t e r  t he  t u r n  o f  the  cen tu ry  a t  Nor th  At t leborough center .  
Most o f  these a re  o f  modest a r c h i t e c t u r a l  charac te r  w i t h  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  and 
Beaux A r t s  designs predominat ing; they are,  however, genera l  l y  we1 1  preserved, 
w i t h  many s t o r e f r o n t s  preserved i n t a c t  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n ,  e t c .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : Most o f  Nor th  A t t l ebo rough ' s  many j ewe l r y  f a c t o r i e s  date 
f rom the  La te  I n d u s t r i a l  per iod .  These i nc l ude  severa l  s u b s t a n t i a l  and 
w e l l  d e t a i l e d  f a c t o r i e s  o f  b r i c k  w i t h  Romanesque o r  Renaissance Revival  
d e t a i l s .  Among these a re  the  Whi tney Shop, a  t h ree -s to r y  b r i c k  Romanesque 
Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  and a  t h ree -s to r y  b r i c k  f a c t o r y  b u i l t  i n  1906 on Chestnut 
S t r e e t ,  as w e l l  as a  number o f  sma l l e r  frame and b r i c k  f a c t o r i e s  a long 
Washington S t r e e t  a t  t he  Tenmile R iver .  

X.  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915 - 1940) 

A. T ranspo r ta t i on  Routes: 

S t r e e t  r a i  lways ceased opera t ions  by 1930s. South S t r e e t  designated 
Route 1  . 
B. Popu la t ion :  

Populat ion growth t o  end o f  per iod .  Fore ign born popu la t i on  20 percen t  o f  
t o t a l  i n  1930. 

C.  Set t lement :  

Continued expansion a t  Nor th  A t t leborough V i l l a g e  as we l l  as i n f i l l  a long 
e x i s t i n g  roads. 

D. Economic Base: 

I n  the e a r l y  20th century ,  Nor th  A t t leborough 's  economy cont inued t o  
expand, though a t  a  much s lower  r a t e  than i n  A t t l e b o r o  t o  t he  south.  I n  the 
27 years between 1895 and 1922, the  t o t a l  value o f  goods made and work done 
cl imbed f rom $2.9 m i l l i o n  t o  $7.4 m i l l i o n .  O f  t h i s  amount i n  1922, t he  
j ewe l r y  i n d u s t r y  accounted f o r  about 60 percent .  W i t h i n  the  s t a t e ,  North 
A t t leborough t r a i l e d  A t t l e b o r o  w i t h  20 percen t  and 61 percen t  o f  t he  s t a t e ' s  
t o t a l  value i n  j e w e l r y  p roduc t ion .  No new j ewe l r y  p l a n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was 
encountered, w i t h  an i nc reas ing  economic dependence on A t t l ebo ro .  

By 1930, the  l a r g e s t  j ewe l r y  f i r m  was the Evans Case Co. w i t h  375 hands 
(now the  B a l f o u r  P l a n t  No. 2 ) ,  f o l l owed  by the  Webster Co. on Broadway, and 
the  Mason Box Co. (300 hands each).  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Res iden t i a l :  Houses cont inued t o  be b u i l t  i n t o  the  1920s a t  the  town center, 
e s p e c i a l l y  a t  Grant and Smith S t ree t s  eas t  o f  Washington, south o f  t h e  town 
cen te r  a long South Washington as we1 1  as a long Broadway west o f  the town center .  
Most o f  these houses are Dutch Co lon ia l  and Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  many 
o f  which i nco rpo ra te  Craftsman d e t a i  1  s  such as exposed r a f t e r s ,  s tucco f i n i s h  , 
e t c .  H ip  roofed two f am i l y  houses w i t h  Craftsman d e t a i l s  were bu i  1  t as we1 1, 
along w i t h  a t  l e a s t  a  few bungalows. 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : Among the  b u i l d i n g s  cons t ruc ted  a re  Sacred Hear t  church 
(1923, Louis  G. Destramps) and school (1923), b r i c k  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g s  
w i t h  Beaux A r t s  massing, the Nor th  A t t leborough High School (1918), a  two 
s t o r y  b r i c k  Coloni  a1 Reviva l  b u i l d i n g  on South Washington S t ree t ,  and Grace 
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XII. 

Episcopal Church (Smi th  and Walker, 1931 ) , a nave p lan  Engl i s  h  Goth ic  church 
on Church S t ree t ,  executed i n  f i e l d s t o n e  l a i d  i n  random rangework. 

Commercial : A number o f  one and two-s to ry  commercial b locks i n  b r i c k  and 
concrete were b u i l t  a long Washington S t r e e t  a t  t he  town center ;  a  few o f  these 
i nco rpo ra te  deco ra t i ve  d e t a i  1  s  i n  s t y 1  i zed Moderne p a t t e r n ,  bu t  most a re  
Georgian o r  Co lon ia l  Rev iva l  i n  s t y l e .  One o f  t h e  b e s t  preserved b u i l d i n g s  i s  
a  Co lon ia l  Revival  garagelauto showroom on South Washington S t ree t ;  t h i s  i s  
a  one-story ,  ye1 low b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  e l  l i p t i c a l  arched show-windows and a  
green t i l e d  shed roo f .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : Several concrete f a c t o r i e s ,  most o f  them one s t o r y  i n  he igh t  
w i t h  minimal d e t a i l i n g ,  were b u i l t  a t  Nor th  A t t leborough cen te r  and At t leborough 
Fa1 1s. 

SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Nor th  A t t leborough 's  i n v e n t o r y  adequately documents most ma jo r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  and most s u r v i v i n g  e a r l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t he  town as w e l l  
as some ou ts tand ing  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  It does no t ,  however, r eco rd  t he  
town's  ou ts tand ing  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  mid t o  l a t e  19th-century  houses, p a r t i c u l a r l y  
those i n  t h e  neighborhoods west o f  Washington S t r e e t  a t  t h e  town cen te r  and 
those a long Elm S t ree t .  E s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e  t h e  town's severa l  I t a l i a n a t e  
v i l  l a s  (comparable i n  q u a l i t y  and development t o  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  houses o f  
Taunton) and i t s  e a r l y  Queen Anne (some w i t h  r a r e  East lake d e t a i l s )  and S t i c k  
S t y l e  houses. A lso  s i g n i f i c a n t  a re  s u r v i v i n g  f a c t o r i e s  o f  t h e  mid-19th century  
(Richards Factory  and p robab ly  o the rs )  and fragments o f  t h e  water power systems 
assoc ia ted w i t h  them. Another impo r tan t  resource a re  t h e  town's  Federal and 
Greek Reviva l  schools,  o f  which severa l  ve ry  good examples su rv i ve .  

I n d u s t r i a l  : The Nor th  A t t leborough survey i d e n t i f i e d  t h ree  i n d u s t r i a l  
s t r uc tu res .  O f  these, a t  l e a s t  two, t he  1865 B. S. Freeman & Co. shops a t  
Rob insonv i l l e  and t he  Nor th  A t t leborough Gas L i g h t  Co. gasholder a re  probably  
worthy o f  Na t iona l  Reg is te r  des igna t ion .  The l a t t e r  i s  p robab ly  one o f  the  
f i n e s t  s u r v i v i n g  b r i c k  gasholders i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  Two stone f a c t o r i e s  su rv i ve  
a t  oppos i te  ends o f  town: t he  Fa1 1s Cotton Mfg. Co. (1831), a f terwards home t o  
Dagget t 's  Gold Metal  B r a i d  Co., and the  W.D. Whi t ing  Clock and Jewelry f a c t o r y  
(1847?) .  The reconnaissance survey i d e n t i f i e d  a t  l e a s t  twe lve  s u r v i v i n g  
j ewe l r y  f a c t o r i e s .  Specia l  a t t e n t i o n  should be g iven  t o  these p lan t s ,  w i t h  a  
c l ose  examinat ion o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  each i n  terms o f  t h e  develop- 
ment o f  the  i n d u s t r y .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  notewor thy i s  t he  H.F. Barrows Co. b u i l d i n g ,  
b u i l t  i n  1906 as a  memorial t o  t he  b u i l d e r ' s  g rand fa ther  and founder o f  the  
business. The landmark f a c t o r y ,  which f ea tu res  a  corner  tower, i s  l oca ted  on 
t h e  reputed s i t e  o f  LeFo rn ie r ' s  1780 forge.  
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