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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

D a t e :  1985  Communi ty :  N a h a n t  

I. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

N a h a n t  i s  a  r e s o r t  t o w n  o f  r o c k y  c o a s t s  and l o w - l y i n g  t e r r a i n  i n  
s o u t h e r n m o s t  Essex C o u n t y .  C o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  o t h e r  c o a s t a l  Essex  
t o w n s ,  i n  N a h a n t  can  b e  f o u n d  Wood1 and,  and l i k e l y  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  
s i t e s  o f  n a t i v e  a c t i v i t y ,  a1 t h o u g h  none o f  t h e  l a t t e r  h a v e  been  
d i s c o v e r e d  t o  d a t e .  E a r l y  u s e  as common l a n d s  f o r  p a s t u r a g e ,  
b e f o r e  m i d - c e n t u r y  f i s h i n g ,  f a r m i n g  and w o o d c u t t i n g  had  become 
i m p o r t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s .  S c a t t e r e d  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  
l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s e t t l e m e n t  f o c u s e d  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  a l o n g  N a h a n t  r o a d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  W h a r f  S t r e e t .  

R e c o q n i z e d  as a  p o t e n t i a l  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a  b y  1800,  t h e r e a f t e r  
i m p r o v e m e n t s  began  t o  a u i c k e n  i n  pace.  By t h e  1 8 2 0 s  t h e r e  w e r e  
b o t h  s t e a m b o a t  and s t a g e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  B o s t o n .  Wharves and sea  
w a l l s  w e r e  e r e c t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  N i p p e r  S t a g e  ( W h a r f  S t r e e t )  a t  
t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a t  E a s t  
P o i n t ,  t h e  e a r l y  f o c u s  o f  t h e  r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y .  R e s i d e n t s  had  
t a k e n  i n  b o a r d e r s  s i n c e  ca .  1800.  The s c e n i c  e a s t e r n  t h i r d  o f  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  h o t e l l b o a r d i n g  
house  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t s  b y  1839.  S m a l l  s c a l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  , and 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  F e d e r a l  
decades .  

By 1840,  Nahan t  was a l r e a d y  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  summer r e s o r t  o f  e l i t e  
B o s t o n i a n s ,  and t h e  f i r s t  o f  s u c h  s e a s o n a l  h i d e a w a y s  t o  emerge on 
B o s t o n ' s  n o r t h  s h o r e .  A f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1853,  a f l u r r y  o f  
muni  c i  p a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  f o l l  owed, b o t h  t h e  t o w n ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l  i t i e s  f o r c e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  a r e a ' s  
e s c a l a t i n g  demands f o r  b u i l  d i n g  s p a c e  and s e r v i c e s .  The e a s t e r n  
p e n i n s u l a  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s e r v e  as t h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  e v e r - e l i t e  
r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y ,  b y  t h e  1 8 6 0 s  t h e  p r e e m i n e n t  a t t r a c t i o n s  h a v i n g  
emerged a t  Bass  P o i n t  ( t h e  R e l a y  House ) ,  N o r t h  S p r i n g s  (Ma01 i s  
G a r d e n )  and E a s t  P o i n t  ( t h e  N a h a n t  H o t e l  1 .  A s h a n t y l t e n t  
c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  Bass  P o i n t  v i c i n i t y ,  t h e  n e w l y  opened  
w e s t e r n  p e n i n s u l a  now a t t r a c t i n g  B o s t o n ' s  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  en masse. 
B u t  t h e  m i d - c e n t u r y  was t h e  h e y d a y  o f  N a h a n t  as a  h o t e l  c o l o n y .  
By t h e  3 r d  a u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  c o t t a g e s  b e g a n  t o  g row  i n  
p o p u l a r i t y ,  and  many o f  t h e  l a r g e  a t t r a c t i o n s  t o  succumb t o  e i t h e r  
f i r e  o r  d e c l i n i n g  b u s i n e s s .  

By t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  decades ,  N a h a n t  e n t e r e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  
f r e n z i e d  g r o w t h .  A f l  u r r y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g  commenced, 
t h e  c h i e f  c i v i c  a x i s  h a v i n g  s t a b l i z e d  on c e n t r a l  N a h a n t  Road. 
A d d i t i o n a l  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  w e r e  opened  and t i n y  l o t s  o p e n e d  f o r  
b u i l d i n g .  By 1903,  summer v i s i t o r s  d a i l y  w e r e  d i s g o r g e d  b y  t h e  
t h o u s a n d s  f r o m  s t e a m e r ,  b a r g e ,  t r o l l e y  and soon a u t o m o b i l e .  I n  
t h e  w e s t ,  Bass  P o i n t  emerged  as t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a t t r a c t i o n ,  a  
g i a n t  midway o f  e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m  v a u d e v i l l e  a c t s  and b a r r o o m s  t o  
h o t e l s .  The e l i t e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c l u s t e r  on s p a c i o u s  l o t s  i n  f i n e  
d w e l l i n g s  on t h e  s c e n i c  e a s t e r n  p e n i n s u l a .  M i d d l e  c l a s s  c o t t a g e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i l  l e d - i n  e v e r y  a v a i l  a b l e  i n t e r s t i c e  be tween  t h e  

MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Nahant



c i v i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  c o r e  on Nahant  Road and t h e  e l i t e  f r i n g e  
a l o n g  t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t .  The r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y  s u s t a i n e d  t h e  town ,  
b o t h  m a n u f a c t o r i e s  and a q r i  c u l  t u r e  h a v i n g  d e c l  i n e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e .  

A f t e r  a  1 9 2 5  f i r e  a t  Bass  P o i n t ,  and t h e  r o u g h l y  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s  
demise  o f  s t e a m e r  and t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e ,  a g a i n  t h e  town  u n d e r w e n t  a  
p e r i o d  o f  change.  From t h e  h o r d e s  o f  day v i s i t o r s  a t t r a c t e d  b y  
t h e  Bass  P o i n t  Midway,  now e x c l u s i v e n e s s  ( v i a  c o t t a g e  r e n t a l  o r  
o w n e r s h i p )  became t h e  r u l e .  Bass P o i n t  r e v e r t e d  t o  an a r e a  o f  
e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  (now i t  h o s t s  a  modern  condo 
commun i t y  1. C o t t a g e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  w i t h  space 
i n c r e a s i n g 1  y  t i g h t ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  means f o r  a c a u i r i n g  Nahan t  
p r o p e r t y  became one o f  i n h e r i t a n c e .  I t s  c l a n n i s h  z e a l  f o r  p r i v a c y  
t o o k  h o l d  u n t i l  now i t  has become v i r t u a l l y  a  p a r t  and p a r c e l  o f  
t h e  p e n i n s u l a ' s  c u l t u r a l  l o r e .  N e a r l y  e x c l u s i v e l y  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r e a  a t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  h i s t o r i c  f a b r i c  i s  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  
r e s i d e n t i a l  owners  t h e m s e l v e s ,  who s u b d i v i d e  l o t s  s m a l l e r  and 
s m a l l e r ,  and end1 e s s l y  " i m p r o v e "  t h e i r  d w e l l i n g s  b y  a d d i t i o n s  and 
r e n n o v a t i o n s .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  a  p a r t  o f  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  L y n n  and b y  t h e  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y ,  one o f  i t s  wards ,  Nahan t  f i n a l l y  won i n c o r p o r a t i o n  as an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  t o w n  i n  1853.  

I I I. TOPOGRAPHY 

The t o w n  o f  Nahan t  i s  t h e  s o u t h e r n m o s t  t o w n  i n  Essex  Coun ty ,  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  P h y s i o g r a p h i  c a l l  y ,  t h e  town  1  i es w i  t h i n  t h e  New 
Eng l  and Seaboard  Low1 and, a  r e 1  a t i v e l y  smooth c o a s t a l  s t r i p  o f  
l a n d  w i t h  some h i l l s  u s u a l l y  b e l o w  t h e  400 and 500 f o o t  c o n t o u r s .  
I n  Nahan t ,  s e v e r a l  h i l l s  a r e  p r e s e n t  f r o m  w h i c h  l a n d  s u r f a c e s  
s l o p e  downward t o  t h e  sea i n  e v e r y  d i r e c t i o n .  H i l l y  a r e a s  i n c l u d e  
L i t t l e  Nahan t ,  G r e a t e r  N a h a n t ,  n o r t h  o f  D o r o t h y  Cove, t h e  B a i l e y ' s  
H i l l  a r e a ,  and e a s t  o f  B l a c k  Rock P o i n t .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e s e  a r e a s  
s l o p e  f r o m  7 5  t o  1 0 0  f e e t  down t o  sea l e v e l .  Nahan t  i s  s e p a r a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  m a i n l a n d  b y  Lynn Beach,  a  sandy i s t h m u s  w h i c h  has  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  been b u i l t  u p  t o  s u p p o r t  N a h a n t  Road. 

B e d r o c k  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  Nahan t  a r e a  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  
i g n e o u s  d e p o s i t s  t h o u g h  some s e d i m e n t a r y  f o r m a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  
p r e s e n t .  These  d e p o s i t s  a r e  v i s i b l e  l e d g e  o u t c r o p s  t h r o u g h o u t  
much o f  t h e  town's c o a s t l i n e .  I g n e o u s  g a b b r o  a t  N a h a n t  i s  t h e  
d o m i n a n t  b e d r o c k  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  t h e  town. B e d r o c k  d e p o s i  t s  
a r e  unknown i n  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  L y n n  Beach. W o r c e s t e r  p h y l l i t e ,  a  
s e d e m e n t a r y  f o r m a t i o n  o f  G r a p h i  t i c  p h y l l  i t e  and s l  a t e  i s  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  a r e a  w h e r e  L i t t l e  and G r e a t e r  N a h a n t  m e e t  and i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  E a s t  P o i n t .  

N a h a n t ' s  s o i l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  g r o u p s ,  t w o  o f  
w h i c h  e x h i b i t  d i s t u r b a n c e  due t o  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  t h e  
r e m a i n d e r  e x h i b i t i n g  s i g n s  o f  L a t e  P l e i s t o c e n e  g l a c i a t i o n .  M o s t  
o f  t h e  a r e a  a r o u n d  Nahan t  Road n o r t h  o f  L i t t l e  Nahan t  i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t h e  u r b a n  1  a n d - U d o r t h e n t s  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  a1 t e r e d  o r  
o b s c u r e d  b y  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  and f o u n d  i n  a r e a s  where  s o i l  
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m a t e r i a l  has  been e x c a v a t e d  o r  d e p o s i t e d .  S o i l s  i n  L i t t l e  Nahan t ,  
t h e  a r e a  e a s t  o f  Nahan t  H a r b o r ,  m a r s h l a n d s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p o r t i o n  
o f  t o w n  and t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  t i p  o f  N a h a n t  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  
C h a t f i e l d - H o l l  i s - R o c k  o u t c r o p  a s s o c i a t i o n .  These s o i l s  o c c u r  i n  
deep d e p o s i t s  and g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  t o  m o d e r a t e l y  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They 
a r e  g e n e r a l l y  w e l l  d r a i n e d  l o a m y  s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  g l a c i a l  t i l l  
c o n t a i n i n g  a r e a s  o f  e x p o s e d  b e d r o c k .  S o i l s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
M e r i m a c - H i n c k l y - U r b a n  l a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  
n o r t h  o f  Nahan t  H a r b o r .  These s o i l s  o c c u r  i n  deep d e p o s i t s  and 
n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  s t e e p  a r e a s .  They a r e  e x c e s s i v e l y  d r a i n e d  l oamy  
and sandy s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  o u t w a s h  d e p o s i t s  and i n  a r e a s  where  
n a t u r a l  s o i l s  h a v e  been  o b s c u r e d  b y  u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S o i l s  o f  
t h e  P a x t o n - M o n t a n k - U r b a n  1  and a s s o c i  a t i o n  a r e  t h e  f o u r t h  t y p e  
p r e s e n t  on Nahant .  They a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  a r e a  e a s t  o f  Nahan t  
H a r b o r  t o  a  l i n e  b e t w e e n  Bass Rock and Saunders  Ledge.  S o i l s  i n  
t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  a r e  f o u n d  i n  deep d e p o s i t s  and n e a r l y  l e v e l  t o  
s t e e p  a r e a s .  They a r e  w e l l  d r a i n e d  l o a m y  s o i l s  f o r m e d  i n  g l a c i a l  
t i l l  and a r e a s  where  n a t u r a l  s o i l s  h a v e  been  a l t e r e d  b y  u r b a n  
d e v e l  opmen t. 

M a j o r  d r a i n a g e  i n  Nahan t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  s u b s u r f a c e  
p a t t e r n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  town. S e v e r a l  s p r i n g s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
e x i s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a r e a .  S u r f a c e  r u n - o f f  and marsh  l a n d  
d r a i n a g e  i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  n o r t h  and e a s t  o f  Nahan t  
H a r b o r .  S e v e r a l  a r e a s  a r o u n d  N a h a n t ' s  c o a s t l i n e  o f f e r  p o t e n t i a l  
h a r b o r  l o c a t i o n s  t h o u g h  Nahan t  H a r b o r  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  and p r e s e n t s  
t h e  m o s t  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  n o r t h e r l y  and e a s t e r l y  w i n d s .  

A t  Eu ropean  c o n t a c t ,  m o s t  o f  Nahan t  was f o r e s t e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  
u n d e r g r o w t h .  Some g r a s s y  a r e a s  w e r e  a1 so  p r e s e n t .  The o r i g i n a l  
f o r e s t  g r o w t h  i n  Nahan t  and i n  Essex C o u n t y  i n  g e n e r a l  i n c l u d e d  a  
m i x t u r e  o f  m o s t l y  oak and p i n e  as w e l l  as c h e s t n u t ,  p o p u l a r ,  
map le ,  b i r c h  and some o t h e r  ha rdwoods  and c o n i f e r s .  Second g r o w t h  
p a t t e r n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  m o s t  o f  t h e  town  t o d a y  w h e r e  v e g e t a t i o n  
e x i s t s  i n c l u d i n g  oak,  map le ,  p i n e  and p r o b a b l y  c h e s t n u t .  Marsh  
v e g e t a t i o n  i s  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD ( 1  500-1  6 2 0 )  

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  Nahan t  a r e a  l i k e l y  
e m p h a s i z e d  w a t e r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  i n  Nahan t  Bay, Nahan t  
H a r b o r ,  Lynn  H a r b o r  and B r o a d  Sound. Wate r  t r a v e l  may h a v e  a t  
t i m e s  been  t h e  o n l y  means o f  r e a c h i n g  Nahan t  as t h e  Long Beach 
( L y n n  Beach)  a r e a  was u n d e r w a t e r  a t  h i g h  t i d e .  Land  t r a i l s  were  
a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Nahant  Road ( a t  l o w  
t i d e s )  and a r o u n d  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  L i t t l e  and G r e a t  Nahan t .  
I n 1  and t r a i l s  a l s o  l i k e l y  e x i s t e d .  

9. P o p u l  a t i  on 

N a h a n t  was i n h a b i t e d  b y  members o f  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  g r o u p  ( o f t e n  
c a l l e d  P e n a c o c k )  who i n h a b i t e d  t h e  c o a s t  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  Bay i n  t h e  L y n n / S a u g u s / S a l e m  ( i n c l u d e s  N a h a n t )  a r e a  
t o  Yo rk  V i l l a g e ,  Ma ine.  L o c a l l y  t h i s  g r o u p  i s  commonly r e f e r r e d  
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t o  as t h e  Naumkeags who may h a v e  been  a  s u b t r i b e  o f  t h e  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  b u t  seemed t o  b e  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
Penacooks .  M o s t  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c o l  o n i s  t s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  
P a w t u c k e t  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I n d i a n s  c l  o s e l y  r e 1  a t e d  b u t  s e p a r a t e  
e n t i  t i e s .  B o t h  Swanton ( 1 9 5 2 )  and Speck ( 1 9 2 8 )  i n c l u d e d  P a w t u c k e t  
I n d i a n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  among t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  G o o k i n  ( 1 7 9 2 )  l i s t s  
ca. 3,000 men b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  P a w t u c k e t  g r o u p  p r i o r  t o  t h e  
1 6 1 7 - 1 9  e p i d e m i c s ,  w h i l e  Mooney ( 1 9 2 8 )  l i s t s  2,000 men b e l o n g i n g  
t o  t h e  Penacook g r o u p  ( p r o b a b l y  P a w t u c k e t ) ,  as many as 12,000 
n a t i v e s ,  p r o b a b l y  e x a g g e r a t e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  b o t h  
G o o k i n  and Mooney 1  i s t  ca, 3,000 men b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  w h i l e  p r o b a b l y  i n c l u d e d  some P a w t u c k e t s ,  The N a t i v e  
A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Nahan t  a r e a  may have  numbered i n  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  5 0  t o  1 0 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  d u r i n g  much o f  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
F o l l o w i n q  t h e  e p i d e m i c s ,  f e w e r  t h a n  50 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i f  any, 
r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  Salem a r e a .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n  

Few Wood1 and and no  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e a  c u r r e n t l y  known f o r  
t h e  N a h a n t  a rea .  However ,  s o u r c e s  such  as e n v i r o n m e n t a l  
v a r i a b l e s ,  1  a t e r  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s ,  known C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d  s i  t e s  i n  o t h e r  t owns ,  and c o n t e m p o r a r y  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  
i n d i c a t e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i t e s  s h o u l d  b e  f o u n d .  Known C o n t a c t  
p e r i o d  s i t e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  s o u t h  i n  R e v e r e  and t o  t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  i n  M a r b l e h e a d ,  Salem, and I p s w i c h .  S e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  
n o t e  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n  i n  n e a r l y  e v e r y  town i n  t h e  a r e a  a l o n g  t h e  
C o a s t .  Nanapashamet who r u l e d  t h e  n a t i v e  commun i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  
o f  Essex C o u n t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  r e p o r t e d l y  had  a  summer 
h o u s e  i n  L y n n  on Sagamore H i l l ,  t h e  h i l l  n e a r e s t  Nahan t .  
Wenepoyk in ,  o f t e n  c a l l e d  Sagamore George and son o f  Nanapashamet, 
i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  m a r r i e d  Shawaye t  - d a u g h t e r  o f  Poquamum, Sachem o f  
Nahant .  N a h a n t  was p r o b a b l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  d u r i n g  
t h e  s p r i n g  t h r o u g h  f a l l  m o n t h s  when t h e  a r e a  p r o v i d e d  good  f i s h i n g  
l o c a t i o n s  and f r e s h w a t e r  s p r i n g s  w e r e  a l s o  a v a i l  a b l e .  S e v e r a l  
w e l l  d r a i n e d  a r e a s  a r o u n d  t h e  town may h a v e  p r o v i d e d  good  s i t e  
l o c a t i o n s .  H a b i t a t i o n  and v i l l a g e  t y p e  s i t e s  may h a v e  been 
p r e s e n t  as w e l l  as  s p e c i a l  p u r p o s e  s i t e s ,  s u c h  as f i s h i n g  s i t e s ,  
a u a r r i e s  and b u r i a l s .  

D. S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  i n  t h e  N a h a n t  a r e a  s u b s i s t e d  on a  v a r i e t y  o f  
s e a s o n a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i n g  o f  w i l d  p l a n t s  and s h e l l f i s h ,  and h o r t i c u l t u r e .  
H u n t i n g  was a  m a j o r  a c t j v i t y  f o c u s i n g  on l a r g e r  mammals such  as 
d e e r  and s m a l l e r  f u r b e a r e r s .  Sea mammals s u c h  as s e a l s  and d r i f t  
w h a l e s  may h a v e  been  a v a i l a b l e  on t h e  c o a s t  u p l a n d  game b i r d s  and 
d u c k s  w e r e  a1 so h u n t e d .  A v a r i e t y  o f  m a r i n e  s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  w o u l d  
h a v e  been a v a i l a b l e  i n  c o a s t a l  and o f f s h o r e  a r e a s .  S e v e r a l  
s p e c i e s  o f  t e r r e s t r i a l  as w e l l  as f r e s h  and s a l t  w a t e r  p l a n t s  i n  
t h e  Nahan t  a r e a  p r o v i d e d  a  v a l u a b l e  f o o d  r e s o u r c e .  Nahan t  Bay, 
Nahan t  H a r b o r  and o t h e r  p o i n t s  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  p r e s e n t l y  
c o n t a i n  s e v e r a l  s p e c i e s  o f  s h e l l  f i s h  w h i c h  may h a v e  been  a v a i l  a b l e  
d u r i n g  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  D o m e s t i c a t e d  p l a n t s  s u c h  as c o r n ,  
beans,  pumpk ins ,  squashes and t o b a c c o  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t .  The 
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l o c a t i o n s  o f  n a t i v e  f i e 1  ds a r e  c u r r e n t l y  unknown, however ,  t h e y  
w e r e  l i k e l y  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  o r  n e a r  w e t l a n d  a r e a s .  

V .  PLANTATION PERIOD ( 1  620 -1675)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

Wate r  t r a v e l  a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  r e m a i n e d  t h e  f a s t e s t  and a t  t i m e s  t h e  
m o s t  c o n v e n i e n t  mode o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  f i s h i n g  and p a s t u r e  
a r e a s  i n  Nahan t  and m a i n l a n d  a r e a s  s u c h  as L y n n ,  S a l e m / M a r b l e h e a d  
and g r e a t e r  B o s t o n .  Nahan t  H a r b o r  p r o v i d e d  s a f e  a n c h o r a g e  f o r  
m o s t  s m a l l e r  c l a s s  v e s s e l s .  L y n n  Beach,  p r e v i o u s l y  known as L o n g  
Beach,  became a  g r a v e y a r d  f o r  w r e c k e d  C o l o n i a l  v e s s e l s  as e a r l y  as 
1635.  The e a s t e r l y  e x p o s u r e  o f  t h i s  a r e a  makes i t  a  p o o r  h a r b o r  
a r e a  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  p e r i o d .  Few European  r o u t e s  
d e v e l o p e d  as  t h e  a r e a  was u s e d  f o r  p a s t u r a g e  and l i t t l e  Eu ropean  
s e t t l e m e n t  was p r e s e n t .  Land t r a v e l  t o  Nahan t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  
g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  o f  Nahan t  Road w h i c h  was t h e n  m e r e l y  a  sandy beach  
a r e a  o f t e n  i n n u n d a t e d  a t  h i g h  w a t e r .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

No more  t h e n  f o u r  o r  f i v e  C o l o n i a l  f a m i l i e s  p l u s  some f i s h e r m e n  
l i k e l y  l i v e d  i n  Nahan t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d  and m o s t  o f  t h e s e  
i n h a b i t a n t s  w e r e  n o t  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e r s .  Two o r  t h r e e  herdsmen 
p l u s  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  g u a r d i n g  c a t t l e ,  sheep and 
q o a t s  f o r  L y n n  r e s i d e n t s .  F i s h e r m e n  were  a l s o  l i k e l y  p r e s e n t  
t h o u g h  l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  them. N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  h a d  
a p p a r e n t l y  abandoned t h e  a r e a  b y  t h i s  t i m e .  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

N a t i v e  A m e r i c a n s  w e r e  n o t  l i v i n g  on  Nahan t  b y  t h i s  t i m e .  
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Lynn ( c a .  16301, Nahan t  was d e s i g n a t e d  
as common l a n d s  t o  b e  u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  p a s t u r a g e .  H u t s  were  
p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  f o r  two o r  t h r e e  herdsmen and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  d u r i n g  
t h i s  p e r i o d  t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  p e r m a n e n t .  By 1 6 3 5  t h e  i n t e n t  t o  
keep  Nahan t  f o r  p a s t u r a g e  was w a i v e d  due t o  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  
f i s h i n g .  N i n e  men were  g i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  p l a n t  and b u i l d  on 
Nahan t  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  f i s h e r y .  A l l  1  ands 
q r a n t e d  t o  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o u l d  b e  f o r f e i t e d  i f  t h e y  d i d  n o t  
f u r t h e r  t h e  f i s h e r y .  L i t t l e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  e x i s t s  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  e a r l y  f i s h i n g  g r a n t s .  Two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  f a m i l i e s  
a l s o  l i v e d  on Nahan t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p r o b a b l y  p u r c h a s i n g  l a n d  
r i g h t s  f r o m  n a t i v e s  o f  s i m p l y  s e t t l i n g  on  u n o c c u p i e d  l a n d .  
S e v e r a l  e a r l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  c l a i m e d  t i t l e  t o  Nahan t  l a n d s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  Each t i t l e  was b a s e d  on t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  same l a n d  t o  
Co l  o n i  a1 s  b y  Sagamore George. Thomas D e x t e r  o r i g i n a l l y  p u r c h a s e d  
N a h a n t  f r o m  t h e  n a t i v e s  c l a i m i n g  t i t l e  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  town .  The 
t o w n  o f  Lynn  whose s e t t l e r s  c l a i m e d  Nahan t  b y  t h e i r  r i g h t  o f  b e i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a .  A t h i r d  c l a s s  b a s e d  t h e i r  c l a i m s  
on t h e i r  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  t o  s e t t l e  t h e r e .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  
r e f u s e d  t o  pay  r e n t s  t o  t h e  t o w n  o f  L y n n  o r  t h e  D e x t e r  f a m i l y .  
D i s p u t e d  1  and c l a i m s  t o  Nahan t  p e r s i s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
T h i s  v o t e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  done l i t t l e  more  t h a n  f u r t h e r  d i s p u t e d  
l a n d  c l a i m s .  By 1657  N a h a n t  was l a i d  o u t  i n  p l a n t i n g  l o t s  o f  
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e o u a l  s h a r e s  f o r  a l l  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Lynn. A l l  l o t s  were  t o  b e  
c l e a r e d  o f  wood i n  s i x  y e a r s  w h i c h  e x c e l l e r a t e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  
d e f o r e s t a t i o n .  The t o w n  o f  Lynn f u r t h e r  r u l e d  t h a t  no p e r s o n  
s h o u l d  r a i s e  any k i n d  o f  b u i l d i n g  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  a r e a  ( W i l s o n  
1 9 2 8 : 2 4 ) .  

D. Economic  Base:  

N a h a n t  was u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  p a s t u r a g e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d .  
Sheeo, g o a t s ,  c a t t l e  and s w i n e  w e r e  k e p t  i n  t h e  t o w n  b y  Lynn 
r e s i d e n t s  who h i r e d  herdsmen t o  g u a r d  t h e i r  s t o c k .  Oxen and f o w l  
w e r e  a l s o  p r e s e n t .  E n g l  i s h  hay  may h a v e  been p l a n t e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  As l a n d  was c l e a r e d  f o r  p a s t u r a g e  w o o d c u t t i n g  a l s o  grew 
i n  i m p o r t a n c e ,  w i t h  m o s t  e x p o r t e d  t o  Lynn and p o s s i b l y  Salem. 
S m a l l  b o a t  f i s h i n g  a1 so d e v e l o p e d  e a r l y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  p r o b a b l y  
b e f o r e  1640. L i m i  t e d  f a r m i n g  p r o b a b l y  d e v e l o p e d  b y  f i s h e r m e n  who 
were  g i v e n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p l a n t  on t h e  commons. I n d i a n  c o r n  was 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  m a j o r  c r o o  a l o n g  w i t h  some whea t ,  b a r l e y  and r y e  when 
p o s s i b l e .  

V I .  COLONIAL PERIOD ( 1  675 -1775)  

A. T r a n s o o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

M o s t  n a t i v e  t r a i l s  h a d  l i k e l y  been u p g r a d e d  t o  h o r s e p a t h s  and 
c a r t w a y s  b y  t h i s  t i m e .  The m a i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  o u t  o f  t own  
t o  t h e  m a i n l a n d ,  o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  r o a d  t o  Lynn ,  was a  l o n g  b e a c h  
w h i c h  a t  h i g h  t i d e  was m e r e l y  a  sandy s t r i p  o f  sand. T r a v e l  was 
b e t t e r  a1 ong t h i s  r o u t e  a t  ha1 f t i d e  when h a r d e r  sands w e r e  
e x p o s e d  i n  t h r e e  i n t e r t i d a l  zones.  The 1 7 0 6  Lynn town  c o m m i t t e e  
r e p o r t  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  t o w n ' s  common l a n d s  i n d i c a t e s  some r o a d s ,  
p r o b a b l y  c a r t w a y s ,  w e r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d a t e .  These 
r o a d s  p r o b a b l y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  m a i n  r o a d  f r o m  L i t t l e  Nahan t  
t o  g r e a t e r  Nahant ,  t h e  r o a d  t o  Bass  Neck as w e l l  as p o r t i o n s  o f  
G l a s s  Road, C a s t l e  Road, S o r i n g  Road ( C a l f  S p r i n g  Road)  and W i l l o w  
Road. As Lynn d i v i d e d  i t s  commons Nahan t  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  r a n g e s  
w i t h  s t r i p s  o f  l a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  r a n g e s  c a l l e d  r a n g e  r o a d s .  The 
r a n g e  r o a d s  r a n  n o r t h e a s t  b y  s o u t h w e s t  a c r o s s  Nahant  Road. The 
r o a d s  were  o r i g i n a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  one  r o d  w i d e  t h o u g h  some were  
e v e n t u a l l y  w i  dened. Some r a n g e  r o a d s  on Nahan t  i n c l u d e d  L i t t l e  
N a h a n t  r o a d ,  Pond S t r e e t ,  F l a s h  Road, Bay V iew  Ave, S w a l l o w s  Cave 
Road, C l i f f  S t r e e t ,  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t ,  Summer S t r e e t ,  W i n t e r  S t r e e t ,  
Range Road, Ocean S t r e e t ,  H i g h  S t r e e t ,  O l d  W i l l o w s  Road, and 
T r i m o u n  t a i n  Road. 

B. P o ~ u l  a t i  on: 

N a h a n t ' s  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d  changed  l i t t l e  o v e r  t h e  P l a n t a t i o n  
p e r i o d .  I n  f a c t ,  b y  1 7 1 7  L e w i s  and W i l s o n  ( 1 9 2 8 :  4 0 )  n o t e  t h a t  
Nahan t  was w i t h o u t  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  T h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  a p p e a r s  u n l i k e l y  
s i n c e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n s  o r  s a u a t t e r s  and f i s h e r m e n  a l w a y s  
seemed t o  b e  i n  t h e  town.  P o s s i b l y  2 0  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
Hoods, B r e e d  and J o h n s o n s ,  l i v e d  on Nahan t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d ,  
h a v i n g  p u r c h a s e d  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  r a n g e  l o t s  a f t e r  t h e  1 7 0 6  d i v i s i o n .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t :  

By ca .  1 6 7 6  L y n n  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  t i t l e  t o  Nahan t  l a n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
G e n e r a l  C o u r t .  The D e x t e r  f a m i l y ' s  c l a i m  t o  Nahant  was o v e r r i d d e n  
w i t h  t h e  t o w n  o f  Lynn e s t a b l i s h e d  as t h e  s o l e  t i t l e  h o l d e r .  T h i s ,  
however ,  d i d  n o t  end 1 and d i s p u t e s  i n  t h e  town. I n  1686 Lynn 
s u p p o r t e d  i t s  c l a i m  t o  Nahan t  b y  s e c u r i n g  a  q u i t  c l a i m  deed f r o m  
t h e  n a t i v e s .  However,  t h e  f o l  l o w i n g  y e a r  ( 1 6 8 7 )  Edward Rand01 ~ h ' s  
r e a u e s t  f o r  a  g r a n t  f r o m  G o v e r n o r  A n d r o s  f o r  N a h a n t  was d e n i e d .  
Much o f  Lynn had  a l r e a d y  been  d e f o r e s t e d  and Nahant  was used  
p r i m a r i l y  f o r  p a s t u r a g e  and w o o d c u t t i n g .  Lynn d i v i d e d  i t s  common 
l a n d s  i n  1706,  and Nahan t  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  208 l o t s  ( d i v i d e d  
amongst  t h e  t o w n s p e o p l e  o f  L y n n ) ,  be tween  1 1 4  and e i g h t  a c r e s .  
The l o t s  were  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  s t r i p s  o r  r a n g e s  i n  t h r e e  a reas .  
G r e a t  Nahan t  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  1 1  r a n g e s ,  e a c h  40 r o d s  w i d e  w i t h  a  
one r o d  r o a d  b e t w e e n  them. The r a n g e s  a t  Bass P o i n t  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
r a n g e s  r u n n i n g  e a s t  and w e s t .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n  i n d i v i d u a l s  
p u r c h a s e d  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  l o t s .  By t h e  m i d  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
t h e  Hoods and Breeds  owned n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  l a n d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  
ranges .  Much o f  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  Nahan t  was r e p o r t e d  
a r o u n d  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  U n i o n  and C h e s t n u t  S t r e e t s  ( W i l s o n  1928 :  
1 7 ) .  By 1770 o n l y  t h r e e  houses  a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  town, p r o b a b l y  
t h o s e  o f  t h e  Breed,  Hood and Johnson  f a m i l  i e s .  

D. Economic Base:  

N a h a n t ' s  economic  b a s e  c h a n g e d  l i t t l e  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  
Mos t  o f  t h e  town was s t i l l  u s e d  f o r  g r a z i n g  t h o u g h  b o t h  f a r m i n g  
and f i s h i n g  became m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  as p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e r s  may h a v e  
been b o t h  f a r m e r s  and f i s h e r m e n  on a  s e a s o n a l  b a s i s .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD ( 1 7 7 5 - 1 8 3 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

W i t h  t h e  t o w n ' s  g r o w i n g  ~ o p u l a r i t y  as a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a  ( s i n c e  
1800) ,  N a h a n t ' s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  1  i n k a g e  t o  Lynn and t h e  
B o s t o n / S a l e m  v i c i n i t i e s  saw r a p i d  i m p r o v e m e n t .  W i t h  few r o a d s  i n  
1795,  b y  1830 t h e  Nahant  Road had  been  opened  f r o m  Lynn t o  t h e  
I s l a n d ' s  e a s t e r n m o s t  e x t e n t  a t  t h e  Nahan t  H o t e l  (1823) .  Opened as 
w e l l  w e r e  C l i f f  S t r e e t  and e a s t e r n  W i l l o w  Road, Summer S t r e e t  
n o r t h  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  house,  and C a s t l e  a l o n g  t h e  w e s t e r n  p e n i n s u l a  
as f a r  as F l a s h  Road. I n  t h e  1820s,  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  o f  p u b l i c  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ( l i k e l y  a  s i m p l e  c h a i s e )  began be tween  L y n n  and 
Nahant .  By 1826,  a  s t a g e  f r o m  t h e  Nahant  H o t e l  c o n n e c t e d  t w i c e  
d a i l y  w i t h  coaches  t r a v e l l i n g  b e t w e e n  B o s t o n  and Salem ( v i a  t h e  
Salem t u r n p i k e  s i n c e  1803) .  W i t h  Long Beach s t i l l  s u b j e c t  t o  
t i d a l  f l o o d i n g ,  t h e  s t a g e s  ' s c h e d u l e s  c h a n g e d  w e e k l y ,  f o r c e d  t o  
c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  t i d e s .  The s i t u a t i o n  was p a r t i a l l y  r e m e d i e d  i n  
1 8 2 4  when a  p l a n k  w a l l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  h a l f  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  Long 
Beach, e x t e n d i n g  o u t w a r d  f r o m  t h e  Lynn Shore.  

S teamboa t  s e r v i c e ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  any k i n d  f r o m  B o s t o n ,  began i t s  
r u n s  t o  Nahan t  i n  1817,  w i t h  d a i l y  s e r v i c e  commencing t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  The t o w n ' s  wharves  w e r e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  i t s  e a r l i e s t  
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i m p r o v e m e n t s .  A t  N i p p e r  S t a g e  Ledge,  t h e  m o o r i n g  p o i n t  o f  t h e  
t o w n ' s  f i s h i n g  f l e e t ,  a  l a n d i n g  was e r e c t e d  i n  1817.  A t  t h a t  t i m e  
a  c o n c r e t e  s e a  w a l l  was e r e c t e d  a l o n g  V a l l e y  and W i l l o w  r o a d  a t  
t h e  T u d o r  H o t e l .  The N i p p e r  S t a g e  Wharf ( a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  Whar f  
S t r e e t )  s e r v e d  as t h e  s t e a m b o a t  l a n d i n g  u n t i l  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  
N a h a n t  H o t e l  i n  1823, w h i c h  e r e c t e d  i t s  own w h a r f  a t  t h e  end  o f  
S w a l l o w  Cave Road. S t e a m b o a t  s e r v i c e  t h a n  p r o m p t l y  s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  
N a h a n t  H o t e l  Whar f .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

L i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  town p r i o r  t o  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  I n  1 8 0 0  o n l y  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  w e r e  i n  r e s i d e n c e  
h e r e ,  b u t  b y  1 8 2 5  had grown t o  75. Summer v i s i t o r s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  
s t a y i n g  as b o a r d e r s ,  a  h o t e l  was i n  o p e r a t i o n ,  and i n  1821 Thomas 
H. P e r k i n s  and W i l l i a m  P a i n e s  p u r c h a s e  o f  p r o p e r t y  h e r e  l a y  t h e  
g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  as a  r e s o r t  f o r  wea l  t h y  Bos t o n i  ans. 
The t o w n  was a  p o p u l a r  s p o t  f o r  v i e w i n g  t h e  sea s e r p e n t  s a i d  t o  
f r e a u e n t  t h e  a r e a s ,  w i t h  f u r o r  p e a k i n g  i n  1819. T h a t  same y e a r  a  
l i b r a r y  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l h o u s e ,  

C. S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

N a h a n t ' s  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  a l r e a d y  t a k i n g  i n  b o a r d e r s  p r i o r  t o  1800 
and t h e  town  c l a i m e d  i t s  f i r s t  h o t e l  ( a t  Bass  P o i n t )  b y  1803. By 
1800 ,  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  h e l d  l e s s  t h a n  a  ha1 f dozen  houses  and o n l y  
t h e  c r u d e s t  o f  r o a d s .  W i t h  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l ,  t h e  s c r a m b l e  f o r  l a n d  o w n e r s h i p  began,  and 
i m p r o v e m e n t s  r a p i  d l y  f o l l  owed. Nahan t  r e s i d e n t s  g a i n e d  t h e i r  own 
p o s t  o f f i c e  ( 1 8 1 2 ) ,  s t o n e  s c h o o l h o u s e  and t h e  t h i r d  o l d e s t  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  ( b o t h  1 8 1 9 ) .  W i t h  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  l a r g e  
N a h a n t  h o t e l  a t  E a s t  P o i n t  i n  1823,  t r a f f i c  t o  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  
i n c r e a s e d  i n  vo lume.  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  m a j o r  r o a d s  were  t h e n  
1  a i d  o u t ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  h o t e l  s  and b o a r d i n g  houses  opened 
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Nahan t  House, R i v e r  T a v e r n  and t h e  O l d  C a s t e 1  1. 

L o t s  w e r e  e a r l y  d i v i d e d  and s o l d  t o  summer r e s i d e n t s  on t h e  
e a s t e r n  t h i r d  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  and i t  was t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  h o t e l s  
and b o a r d i n g  houses  w e r e  a t t r a c t e d .  The m i d d l e  t h i r d  o f  t h e  town 
was t h e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e t t l e r s ,  and t h e  a r e a  o f  
p r i m a r y  c i v i c  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  
v i c i n i t y  o f  Nahan t  Road f rom Summer S t r e e t  t o  P l e a s a n t ) .  So 
f o c u s e d  w e r e  s e t t l  ement  a c t i v i t i e s  t o w a r d  t h e r e  e a s t e r n  p e n i n s u l  a  
t h a t  b y  1830,  t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  t w o  b u i l d i n g s  o f  any k i n d  w e s t  o f  
Summer S t r e e t ,  The w e s t e r n  t h i r d  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  was s t i l l  
1  a r g e l y  swampy and i n a c c e s s i b l e  b y  roadway .  

M a n u f a c t o r i e s  were  few.  F i s h i n g  r e m a i n e d  t h e  t o w n ' s  p r i m a r y  
i n d u s t r y  ( c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  N i p p e r  S t a g e  P o i n t )  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  t h e  
s e v e r a l  shoe  shops  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  town.  The p e n i n s u l a  was 
v a l u e d  as p a s t u r a g e ,  and a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  e f f o r t s ,  
g r a z i n g  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  and w e s t e r n  town.  L i t t l e  Nahan t  
was a  y e t  s e t t l e d  and i n a c c e s s i b l e  b y  r o a d .  
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D. Economic Base:  

O n l y  a  few p e o p l e  i n h a b i t e d  N a h a n t  y e a r - r o u n d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
and t h e y  were  p r o b a b l y  engaged  i n  s m a l l - s c a l e  f a r m i n g ,  f i s h i n g  and 
shoe-mak ing .  F a r m e r s  p r o b a b l y  g rew g r a i n s  and v e g e t a b l e s  and 
r a i s e d  1  i v e s t o c k .  F i s h e r m e n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on t h e  b a y  
f i s h e r i e s  and i n  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s  may h a v e  made shoes i n  
t e n - f o o t e r s .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o u r i s m  f r o m  B o s t o n  began.  

A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l  : The t o w n ' s  e a r l i e s t  s u r v i v i n g  d w e l l i n g s  d a t e  f r o m  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  B e s t  known a r e  t h e  homes a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
B o s t o n i a n  v a c a t i o n e r s .  The e a r l i e s t  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  
i n  h e i g h t  w i t h  g a b l e  f r o n t s  and c e n t e r  e n t r i e s  and s u r r o u n d e d  on 
a l l  s i d e s  b y  p i a z z a s .  A t  l e a s t  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  s u r v i v e  w i t h  
f i e 1  d s t o n e  p r i m a r y  f l o o r s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Nahan t  C o u n t r y  C l  ub ( b u i l  t 
a s  a  home f o r  F r e d e r i c k  T u d o r  i n  18251,  and t h e  l a t e r  a l t e r e d  Asa 
Samuel Hammond House (n.d. 1, t h e  Amos Lawrence  house  (18321,  and 
a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  we1 1  p r e s e r v e d  e x a m p l e  on S w a l l o w  Cave Road. The 
a r e a  f r o m  t h i s  r o a d  t o  C l i f f  S t r e e t  was t h e  e a r l i e s t  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
1 8 2 4  b y  a r c h i t e c t  and p l  a n n e r  C o r n e l  i u s  Coo l  i dge, who c o n s t r u c t e d  
f i v e  h o u s e s  b e f o r e  s u f f e r i n g  b a n k r u p t c y .  P a r t i  c u l  a r t y  s i  g n i  f i  c a n t  
i s  t h e  house  b u i l t  i n  1 8 2 8  b y  an a n c e s t o r  o f  H e n r y  C a b o t  Lodge t o  
i m i t a t e  West I n d i e s  f o r m s ,  a  2  & 112  s t o r y  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  u n d e r  
an o v e r h a n i n g  h i p  r o o f  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t w o  s t o r y  p i a z z a s ,  and 
s t u c c o e d  and s c o r e d  t o  i m i t a t e  s t o n e .  The Samuel E l l i o t  house  i s  
a  t h r e e - b a y ,  g a b l e - f r o n t  o f  2 & 1 1 2  s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  C o l o s s a l  D o r i c  
p o r t i c o .  L e s s  w e l l  known a r e  t h e  s m a l l e r  h o u s e s  b u i l t  d u r i n g  t h e  
l a t e r  y e a r s  a l o n g  N a h a n t  Road. The b e s t  s t u d i e d  e x a m p l e  i s  an 
1819 h o u s e  o f  2  & 1 / 2  s t o r i e s  and e i g h t  b a y s  w i t h  e n t r i e s  i n t o  t h e  
t h i r d ,  f i f t h ,  and s i x t h  b a y s .  O t h e r  1  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  houses ,  as  w e l l  
as s i n g l e  p i l e  and L - p l  an houses  o f  2  & 112  s t o r i e s ,  may d a t e  t o  
t h i s  p e r i o d .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Town s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  i n  a  home u n t i l  
1812  when a  shoemekers  shop was c o n v e r t e d  t o  s e r v e  as a  
s c h o o l  house .  I n  1819  a  s u b s t a n t i  a1 s t r u c t u r e  r e p 1  aced  i t ,  b u i l t  
f r om p a s t u r e  s t o n e ,  m e a s u r i n g  25  f e e t  s a u a r e  u n d e r  a  h i p  r o o f  w i t h  
a  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  w indow on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  and one on each  w a l l  ; t h i s  
s e r v e d  f o r  a1 1 commun i t y  m e e t i n g s .  

Commerci a1 : Thomas H a n d y s i d e  P e r k i n s  d e c i s i o n s  t o  b u i l d  a  h o t e l  
h e r e  i n  1823 d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  f u t u r e  dominance  o f  t o u r i s m  h e r e .  The 
N a h a n t  H o t e l  a t  E a s t  P o i n t  was o r i g i n a l l y  a  3  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c o m p l e x  r o o f  w i t h  w i d e  o v e r h a n g  c o v e r i n g  
mu1 t i  - l e v e l e d  v e r a n d a s ,  and s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  comp lex  o f  
o u t b u i l d i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  a  b o w l i n g  a l l e y .  I t  was l a t e r  g r e a t l y  
expanded  1  a t e r a l l y  t o  o v e r  3 0  bays  i n  w i d t h ;  i t  b u r n e d  i n  1861.  
S m a l l e r  i n n s  p r e c e e d e d  t h i s  m a i n s t a y ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  
B o s t o n i a n  v a c a t i o n e r s .  The " O l d  C a s t 1  e "  was p e r h a p s  t h e  e a r l i e s t ,  
a  1  a r g e  2 & 112 s t o r y ,  n i n e  b a y  s t r u c t u r e  u n d e r  s h i p  r o o f  w i t h  
c e n t e r  and s i d e  e n t r y .  The W h i t n e y  House f o l l o w e d  b u t  i t s  
a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown, as i s  t h e  Hood House, and C o o l i d g e ' s  Nahan t  
House. 
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I n d u s t r i a l  : S m a l l  shoe shops w e r e  t h e  o n l y  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l  d i n g s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ;  t h e r e  a r e  n o  known s u r v i v a l s .  

V I I  I. EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 3 0 - 1 8 7 0 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

E x i s t i n g  r o a d s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u s e  and w e r e  i m p r o v e d .  A t  m i d  c e n t u r y  
and a f t e r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  (18531 ,  s e v e r a l  r o a d s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r o a d  a c r o s s  L o n g  Beach (18471 ,  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  f r o m  
Nahant  Road t o  Beach (18541 ,  t h e  M a r g i n a l  Road ( t h e  1 8 5 0 ~ 1 ,  W i l l o w  
Road f r o m  Summer t o  C l i f f ,  and  Whar f  S t r e e t  f r o m  Summer t o  N i p p e r  
S t a g e  (1861  ). I n  a d d i t i o n ,  W i l l o w  Road was opened  f r o m  Summer t o  
V a l l e y  S t r e e t ,  V a l l e y  f r o m  W i l l o w  t o  S p r i n g  S t r e e t ,  p l u s  t h e  r o a d  
a r o u n d  E a s t  Pond ( 1 8 6 6 ) .  

The N a h a n t  i s t h m u s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  L o n g  
Beach was s u r v e y e d  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  Government  i n  1837,  no f u n d s  
w e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  i t s  i m p r o v e m e n t .  I n  1841,  300 c e d a r  p o s t s  
w e r e  p l a n t e d ,  i n  1842 a n o t h e r  1000,  and more  w e r e  added i n  
s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s .  A f t e r  t h e  b a d  s t o r m  o f  1851,  a  l i n e  o f  c e d a r  
p o s t s  was s e t  a l o n g  t h e  r i d g e  and r e i n f o r c e d  w i t h  s t o n e ,  sand,  and 
sea d e b r i s  ( t h i s  s u r r o g a t e  sea w a l l  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  
p l a n k  b r e a k w a t e r ) .  A b i n d i n g  Bermuda g r a s s  was i m p o r t e d  f r o m  
H o l l a n d  ( a n d  i t s  d y k e s )  and  p l a n t e d  a l o n g  t h e  i s t h m u s  b e f o r e  
p e r i o d ' s  end. I n  1864,  a  s e a w a l l  was e r e c t e d  f r o m  L i t t l e  Nahant .  

W i t h  t h e  town  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  c e l e b r i t y  as a  r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e s o r t ,  
pub1 i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y .  I n  1864,  t h e  
l a r g e  C e n t r a l  w h a r f  was e r e c t e d  ( n e a r  t h e  o l d  N i p p e r  S t a g e  
Whar f  1. F rom t h a t  t i m e  onward ,  i t  r e p l a c e d  t h e  w h a r f  o f  t h e  
N a h a n t  H o t e l  ( a t  S w a l l o w  C a v e )  a s  t h e  t o w n ' s  s t e a m b o a t  l a n d i n g .  
Regu l  a r  s t e a m b o a t  s e r v i c e  c o n t i n u e d  b e t w e e n  B o s t o n  and Nahan t  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  a d d i  t i o n ,  t h e  E a s t e r n  R a i l  r o a d  opened  
b e t w e e n  B o s t o n  and Sa lem ( v i a  L y n n )  i n  1838. By m i d - c e n t u r y  t h e  
town  h a d  d e v i s e d  i t s  own s o l u t i o n  f o r  c o n v e y i n g  d i s e m b a r k i n g  
v a c a t i o n e r s  f r o m  t h e  Lynn  s t a t i o n  o v e r  t o  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  - t h e  
N a h a n t  Ba rge .  S i d e - s e a t e d  v e h i c l e s  h o l d i n g  25 -  3 0  p e o p l e  and 
d rawn  b y  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  h o r s e s .  I n  season  t h e  b a r g e s  r a n  e v e r y  
h a l f  h o u r .  A s t r e e t  r a i l w a y  was p r o p o s e d  i n  1845,  b u t  t h e  town 
r e j e c t e d  i t  ( a n d  t h e  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  h o r d e s  o f  v i s i t o r s  t h e y  
u n d o u b t e d l y  t h o u g h t  w o u l d  f o l l o w ) .  

The Egg Rock L i g h t h o u s e  was e r e c t e d  i n  1856,  and M i n o t ' s  L i g h t ,  i n  
1850. The l a t t e r  was d e s t r o y e d  b y  s t o r m  i n  1851,  and a  new l i g h t  
( o f  g r a n i t e )  n o t  e r e c t e d  u n t i l  1860.  

8. P o p u l  a t i o n :  

The t o w n ' s  y e a r - r o u n d  p o p u l  a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  w i t h  p o p u l  a r i  t y  as a  
r e s o r t .  S t i l l ,  f ew  f i g u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b u t  i n  1847 t h e  town 
i n c l u d e d  1 9 7  r e s i d e n t s  i n  3 3  f a m i l i e s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  J o h n s o n s .  
S t a t e  census  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  270  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  1855,  e x p a n d i n g  t o  
313 i n  1865. The f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l a t i o n  grew f r o m  15.2% t o  19.2% 
d u r i n g  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  and was d o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  I r i s ) .  I n  1848 
t h e  summer p o p u l a t i o n  numbered  2 3  f a m i l i e s .  The a r e a s  f i r s t  
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c h u r c h  was b u i l t  i n  1832  o n  C l i f f  S t r e e t ,  a t  U n i o n  Church .  A 
s e c o n d  r e 1  i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n  was f o r m e d  i n  1851,  and a f t e r  
c o n s i d e r i n g  E p i s c o p a l  i a n i s m  c h o s e  Me thod ism.  

C. S e t t l  ement :  

By 1 8 4 0  a l r e a d y  c e l e b r a t e d  as  t h e  summer r e s o r t  o f  B o s t o n ' s  e l i t e ,  
N a h a n t  e n t e r e d  a  p e r i o d  o f  u n p a r r a l l e d  g r o w t h .  By m i d - c e n t u r y  a  
p o p u l a t i o n  o f  3 0 0  l i v e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  i n  Nahan t ,  i n  n e a r l y  7 0  
d w e l l i n g s .  By i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n  1853,  t h e  t o w n  c l a i m e d  t w o  
c h u r c h e s ,  U n i o n  ( 1  8321, f o r  t h e  summer p o p u l  a t i o n  and M e t h o d i s t  
( 1 8 5 1  1, a  s e c o n d  s c h o o l  (18321 ,  a  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  w i t h  p o s t  o f f i c e  
( b y  18471,  and an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  f o u r  p u b l i c  houses  and t e n  
b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s ,  a t t e s t i n g  t o  t h e  r i s i n g  t i d e  o f  summer v i s i t o r s .  
B e f o r e  p e r i o d ' s  end t h e  N a h a n t  Chapel  h a d  been r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  new 
s t r c ~ c t u r e  (18691 ,  a  t o w n  h a l l  e r e c t e d  o n  P l e a s a n t  S t r e e t  a t  t h e  
g r a n i t e  s c h o o l  (18581,  and a  c e m e t e r y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  The b u l k  o f  
i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  however ,  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  t o  o p t i m i z i n g  t h e  t o w n ' s  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i  a1 , r e g a t t a s  began  t o  b e  he1 d  ( 1  8451, t h e  
N a h a n t  H o t e l  was en1 a r g e d  i n t o  one o f  t h e  m o s t  m a s s i v e  c o m p l e x e s  
on t h e  A t l a n t i c  Coas t ,  1 8 5 3 ) ,  t h e  M a o l i s  Gardens  ( a t  t h e  N o r t h  
S p r i n g s )  w e r e  opened (18591 ,  t h e  soon c e l e b r a t e d  R e l a y  House a t  
Bass  P o i n t  ( 1  861 1, and s e v e r a l  a d d i t i o n a l  h o t e l s ,  opened.  

A1 t h o u g h  known c h i e f l y  as a  h o t e l  c o l o n y ,  a f t e r  m i d - c e n t u r y  i n  
f a c t ,  t h e r e  began  a  n o t i c e a b l e  s h i f t  i n  emphas is  f r o m  h o t e l  l i f e  
t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  summer c o t t a g e .  The N a h a n t  H o t e l  and Nahan t  House 
b o t h  were  d e s t r o y e d  b y  f i r e  i n  1861,  t h e i r  demise  e f f e c t i v e l y  
s i g n a l l i n g  t h e  end o f  t h e  h o t e l  e r a  f o r  t h e  town.  The Nahan t  
H o t e l  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  e n d  o f  Long  Beach ( a t  L y n n )  was c l o s e d  1  a t e  
i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  and i t s  a s s o r t e d  b a t h i n g  houses ,  r e s t a u r a n t s  and 
sheds  removed.  I n c r e a s i n g  numbers  o f  l o t s  were  now b e i n g  s o l d  
a n d / o r  s u b d i v i d e d  f o r  b u i l d i n g .  D w e l l i n g s  w e r e  e r e c t e d ,  s t i l l  i n  
t h e  e a s t e r n  t w o  t h i r d s  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a ,  s o u t h  o f  N a h a n t  Road 
a l o n q  Ocean and e s p e c i a l l y  Summer S t r e e t s  and s c a t t e r e d  t o  t h e  
n o r t h  be tween  H i g h  S t r e e t  and P l e a s a n t .  A l r e a d y  a t  Bass P o i n t  b y  
t h e  1840s  was a  summer t ime  sea  o f  t e n t s ,  s h a n t i e s  and now 
s c a t t e r e d  c o t t a g e s ,  a s  t h e  n e w l y  opened  a r e a  a t t r a c t e d  t h r o n g s  o f  
B o s t o n ' s  w o r k i n g  c l a s s .  By t h e  1  a t e  1860s ,  an amusement p a r k  was 
i n  o p e r a t i o n  on t h e  sea s i d e  o f  Long  Beach n e a r  t h e  L y n n  l i n e .  
The s i t e  o f  t h e  H o t e l  Nahan t ,  t h e  a r e a  was r e p l e t e  w i t h  b a t h i n g  
houses ,  sheds., r e s t a u r a n t s  and a  y a c h t  y a r d  o p p o s i t e .  A f e w  e l i t e  
r e s i d e n c e s  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  new town  
h a l l  on P l e a s a n t ,  b u t  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  m a j o r i t y  a r o s e  f r o m  C l i f f  
S t r e e t  e a s t  t o w a r d  E a s t  P o i n t .  

D. Economic Base:  

F a r m i n g ,  f i s h i n g  and s h o e - m a k i n g  w e r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  
N a h a n t ' s  r e s i d e n t s .  The s m a l l  number o f  f a r m e r s  g rew hay ,  c o r n ,  
b a r l e y ,  p o t a t o e s ,  and v e g e t a b l e s  ( 1  i k e l y  cabbage,  squash,  t u r n i p s  
and b e e t s ) .  I n  1865 t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  f a r m s  o f  225 a c r e s ,  
e m p l o y i n g  t e n  men. O f  t h e s e ,  1 3 0  a c r e s  (57 .7%)  w e r e  c u l t i v a t e d ,  
49  a c r e s  w i t h  E n g l i s h  and s a l t  hay ,  s i x  a c r e s  w i t h  c o r n  and 
b a r l e y ,  f i v e  a c r e s  w i t h  p o t a t o e s  and t h e  r e m a i n d e r  w i t h  v e g e t a b l e s  
and f r u i t  t r e e s .  S m a l l  numbers  o f  s w i n e ,  m i l k  cows and h o r s e s  
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g razed  on t h e  t own ' s  p a s t u r e  1  and. Nahan t ' s  f i s h e r m e n  p r i m a r i l y  
s e r v e d  t h e  l o c a l  m a r k e t  w i t h  cod, m a c k e r e l ,  haddock and h a l i b u t ,  
as w e l l  as l o b s t e r  a f t e r  1858. I n  1855 t h e r e  were f o u r  s m a l l  
v e s s e l s  e m p l o y i n g  t h i r t y  men i n  c a t c h i n g  910,000 w o r t h  o f  c o d  and 
mackere l .  Upon t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t r a w l  f i s h i n q  ca. 1860 bay 
f i s h i n g  was p r a c t i c a l l y  abandoned a t  Nahant. I n  1865 t h e r e  were 
o n l y  two s m a l l  vesse l  s  e m p l o y i n q  t w e l v e  men and t h e  c a t c h  o f  cod 
and mackere l  had f a l l e n  b y  80%. Ano ther  t w e n t y  men c a u g h t  150,000 
l o b s t e r s .  A few p e o p l e  b u i l t  v e s s e l s  i n  Mahant, t h e  f i r s t  o f  
wh i ch ,  a  schooner ,  was l a u n c h e d  i n  1858. Many f i s h e r m e n  and t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  made shoes on cons ignment  f rom Lynn shoe m a n u f a c t u r e r s .  
However, upon t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r y  system i n  Lynn t h i s  
a c t i v i t y  dec l  i n e d  i n  impo r tance .  The o n l y  o t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  
a c t i v i t y  was horlse b u i l d i n g .  I n  1865 one m a s t e r  b u i l d e r  and seven 
employees made b u i l d i n g s  w o r t h  $12,000. Some o f  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  
were  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  summer r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y  i n  
Nahant. 

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  ~ e r i 0 d  houses i n  a 
v a r i e t y  o f  fo rms  were c o n s t r i ~ c  t e d  w i  t h  Greek R e v i v a l  ornament .  
L a r g e r ,  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  examples i n c l u d e  t h r e e  and f i v e  bay,  c e n t e r  
e n t r y  examples w i t h  g a b l e  r o o f s ,  and b o t h  i n t e r i o r  and end w a l l  
ch imneys;  a  s i n g l e  example employs a  h i p  r o o f .  More u n i f o r m  i n  
d e s i g n  were t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t ,  s i d e  e n t r y  houses a p p e a r i n g  i n  b o t h  1  
& 112  and 2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  examples.  By m i d  c e n t u r y  b u i l d e r s  
o v e r w e l m i n g l y  p r e f e r r e d  t h e  Second E n p i r e  s t y l e ;  most common were 
l a r g e ,  c e n t e r  e n t r y ,  t h r e e  s t o r y  fo rm,  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  s m a l l e r ,  
two s t o r y ,  s i d e  e n t r y  v a r i a t i o n .  The number o f  d w e l l i n g s  grew 
f r o m  69  i n  1853 t o  107 i n  1861. 

I n s t i  t u t i  o n a l  : The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g s  
i n c r e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  i n  y e a r - r o u n d  and summer p o p u l a t i o n s .  I n  
1832 t h e  commun i t y ' s  f i r s t  c h u r c h  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  f rame on 
C l i f f  S t r e e t ,  d e s c r i b e d  as Tuscan; i t  was expanded i n  1842 and 
damaged i n  a  g a l e  i n  1862. S i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  a  new s t r u c t u r e  
r e p l a c e d  t h i s ,  b u i l t  o f  s t one ,  b r i c k  and f rame f r o m  a  H i g h  
V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  d e s i g n  by  Ware and Van B r u n t ;  t h e  g a b l e  f r o n t  
s t r u c t u r e  has a  c o v e r e d  e n t r y ,  t o w e r ,  and t r a n s e p t s .  A second 
r e l i g i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  known as t h e  V i l l a g e  o r  I ndependan t  
M e t h o d i s t  Church, was b u i l t  on Nahant S t r e e t  i n  1851; now t h e  
YMCA,  t h e  a l t e r e d  s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  f o rm  w i t h  mansard 
r o o f e d  e n t r y  t o w e r  and o rnamen ta l  s h i n g l  e  w a l l c o v e r .  The s t o n e  
schoo l  was r e p l a c e d  by  a  f rame s t r u c t u r e  o f  2  & 112 s t o r i e s  w i t h  
t h r e e  ba-y w i d t h  and a  p a i r e d  e n t r y  p o r c h  i n  t h e  c e n t e r ,  a  c u p o l a ,  
"modern v e n t i l a t i o n " ,  and I t a l  i a n a t e  ornament. The Town H a l l  o f  
1868 was a  f rame,  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  b u t  l i t t l e  
more i n f o r m a t i  on i s  a v a i l  ab le .  An e n g i n e  house o f  unknown 
appearance was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1853. 

Commercia l  : H o t e l  and r e c r e a t i  ona l  s t r u c t u r e s  rema ined  t h e  
dom inan t  b u s i n e s s - r e 1  a t e d  b u i l  d i n g s .  New c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h o t e l  s  
s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o a s t  and i n c l u d e d  t h e  Re lay  House 
(1862) ,  and t h e  Bass Moun ta in  House (1864) .  The f o r m e r  was a  2  & 
112 s t o r y ,  f o u r  bay, g a b l e  f r o n t  b l o c k  w i t h  p o r c h  dn a  l o n g  r e a r  
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e l l .  The t o w n ' s  s t o r e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  was h o u s e d  i n  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  
m a n s a r d  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  t h r e e  b a y ,  s i d e  e n t r y  f a c a d e .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  S m a l l  shoe shops w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  
T h e r e  a r e  no known s u r v i v a l s .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD ( 1 8 7 0 - 1 9 1 5 )  

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

By 1870 ,  N a h a n t ' s  p r i n c i p a l  c r o s s  s t r e e t s  ( H i g h ,  Pond, Ocean, 
W i n t e r  and Summer s t r e e t s )  h a d  a l l  been  opened,  as w e l l  as 
numerous s m a l l  s i d e  s t r e e t s .  W i l  l o w  S t r e e t  now e x t e n d e d  w e s t w a r d  
t o  C a s t l e  r o a d ,  a  c o a s t a l  r o u t e  now e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  I n  1875 t h e  L o n g  Beach Road was l a i d  o u t  and 
1  i n e d  w i t h  p o s t s .  I n  1892,  a  w h a r f  was e r e c t e d  a t  Bass  P o i n t ,  now 
t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  r e s o r t  a r e a  on t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  The Egg Rock L i g h t  
was e r e c t e d ,  1905. I n  1894,  t h e  M i n o t ' s  L i g h t  was a1 t e r e d .  
P r o p o s a l s  o f  t h e  L y n n  and B o s t o n  H o r s e  R a i l r o a d  Company w e r e  
r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e  town  i n  1885,  1886  and 1887. An e l e c t r i c  s t r e e t  
r a i l w a y  was f i n a l l y  a p p r o v e d  i n  1903,  and t h e  N a h a n t  S t r e e t  
R a i l w a y  was o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  now l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  v a s t  
n e t w o r k  o f  N o r t h  S h o r e  t r o l l e y  l i n e s  a t  Lynn.  S e r v i c e  b y  t h e  
t o w n ' s  b a r g e s  ended soon t h e r e a f t e r .  I n  1900,  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  
P a r k s  Commiss ion  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  Beach and a l l  b u i l d i n g s  were  
p r o m p t l y  removed f r o m  t h e  Lynn  end  o f  t h e  Beach, i n c l u d i n g  01 d  
b o a t  y a r d s  t h e r e .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

N a h a n t ' s  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  475 i n  1870  t o  1387  i n  
1915,  a  192% jump f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  t h e  
f o r e i g n - b o r n  p o p u l  a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  1  a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  who1 e. 
I n  1875, 27.7% were  i m m i g r a n t s  and I t a l i a n s  and Swedes j o i n e d  t h e  
I r i s h ,  Eng l  i s h  and C a n a d i a n s .  I n  1872 Roman C a t h o l  i c s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a  c h u r c h .  I n  1902  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Communi ty  was s e t  a p a r t  as a  
s e p a r a t e  p a r i s h .  I n  1876  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  I n  1880 
t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  was r e - g r a d e d  when a  new p r i m a r y  s c h o o l  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d  and t h e  t h r e e  l o w e r  s c h o o l s  w e r e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  
c o r r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l .  I n  1914,  Nahan t  H i g h  S c h o o l  was 
c l o s e d ,  changed  t o  a  j u n i o r  h i g h ,  and s t u d e n t s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  h i g h  
s c h o o l  y e a r s  i n  Lynn. T h a t  same y e a r  a  P.T.A. was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
Nahan t .  I n  1876 a  YMCA was e s t a b l i s h e d .  The Nahan t  D o r y  C l u b  was 
e s t a b l  i s h e d  i n  1894. 

C. S e t t l  ement  P a t t e r n :  

The e r a  o f  s k y r o c k e t i n g  g r o w t h  c o n t i n u e d .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l  d i n g  
a c c e l  e r a t e d ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  accommodate t h e  t o w n ' s  g r o w i n g  r e s i d e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n .  The c i v i c  and r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r e  expanded  f r o m  i t s  
e a r l i e r  Summer /P leasan t  S t r e e t  n i c h e  on Nahan t  Road t o  b y  1945 
span  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  a l o n g  N a h a n t  Road f r o m  S p r i n g  t o  C l i f f  S t r e e t .  
Added t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  f a b r i c  f o r  t h i s  c o r r i d o r  w e r e  a  C a t h o l i c  
c h u r c h  (18721 ,  a  p u b l i c  l i b r a r y  (18721,  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( 1 8 7 6 ) ,  YWCA 
( 1 8 7 6 ) ,  E n g i n e  House (18781 ,  new p u b l i c  1  i b r a r y  (18951 ,  a  new town 
h a l l  (19121.  By t h e  1 8 7 0 1 s ,  many o f  t h e  t o w n ' s  s t r e e t s  were  l i n e d  
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w i t h  s i d e w a l k s  and e d g e s t o n e s ,  and p l  a n t e d  w i t h  s e v e r a l  v a r i e t i e s  
o f  t r e e s .  The p e n i n s u l a ' s  p e r i m e t e r  a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  c i v i c  
i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  a  c o a s t  g u a r d  s t a t i o n  b e i n g  e r e c t e d  ( 1 8 9 6 - 9 8 ) ,  an 
e n g i n e  h o u s e  a t  Bass p o i n t  (18941 ,  t h e  Nahan t  C l u b  House ( 1 9 0 6 ) ,  
and t h e  s t a t e  b e a c h  b a t h  house  a t  L o n g  Beach ( 1 9 0 3 ) .  

As Nahan t  c o n t i n u e d  i t  r o l e  as a  p r e e m i n e n t  v a c a t i o n  c e n t e r  f o r  
s w e l t e r i n g  B o s t o n i a n s ,  i t s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  h o t e l  c o l o n y  t o  
c o t t a g e  commun i t y  c o n t i n u e d .  By t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  t o w n ' s  
1  a r g e  h o t e l  comp lexes  h a d  e i t h e r  c l o s e d  o r  b u r n e d ,  t h e  M a o l i s  
Gardens  had  been d i s m a n t l e d ,  and t h e  p i c k n i c k i n g  p a r t i e s  
d w i n d l e d .  I n  1 9 0 0  a l l  amusements and b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  removed  f r o m  
t h e  Lynn end o f  Long Beach. F a r  f r o m  e n t e r i n g  a  d e c l i n e ,  Nahan t  
began  a  new e r a  - a s  a  p o p u l a r ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  e l i t e ,  r e s o r t  a r e a .  
W h i l e  t h e  e a s t e r n  t h i r d  o f  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  r e m a i n e d  t h e  p r i v a t e  t u r f  
o f  B o s t o n ' s  w e a l t h y ,  Bass P o i n t  now d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  N a h a n t ' s  
p r e m i e r  a t t r a c t i o n  d i r e c t e d  t o  B o s t o n ' s  m i d d l e  and 1  a b o r i n g  
,-I ass.  W i t h  t h e  O l d  C a s t l e  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 0 0 s  and t h e  R a l l y  
House and t h e  f i r s t  Bass  P o i n t  House s i n c e  t h e  1860s,  Bass  P o i n t  
a t t r a c t e d  a  h o s t  o f  s m a l l e r  e n t e r p r i s e s  as w e l l  as t w o  l a r g e  
h o t e l s  ( t h e  l a t t e r  b e t w e e n  1897 and 1 9 0 9 ) .  M i r r o r i n g  t h e  d i n  o f  
t h e  p o p u l a r  amusement p a r k  a c r o s s  t h e  bay  a t  R e v e r e  Beach, Bass 
P o i n t  p o s s e s s e d  i t s  own m i d d a y  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  dance h a l l s ,  b a r  
rooms,  b r a s s  bands  and v a u d e v i l l  e  a t t r a c t i o n s .  Rap i  d l y ,  however ,  
i t  became a  s o u r c e  o f  r i s i n g  d i smav  f o r  n a t i v e  and many e l i t e  
N a h a n t e r s ,  as  t h e y  w a t c h e d  t h e i r  q u i e t  p e n i n s u l a  become t h e  
p l a y g r o u n d  f o r  a  v i r t u a l l y  u n s t o p p a b l e  s w e l l  o f  v a c a t i o n e r s .  
Coming d i r e c t l y  t o  Bass P o i n t  b y  s t e a m e r ,  b a r g e ,  b y  1 9 0 3  t r o l l e y ,  
and soon a u t o m o b i l e ,  as many as  40,000 p e o p l e  a r r i v e d  on a  g i v e n  
summer Sunday. 

I n  t h e  shadow o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  amusement midway,  a d j a c e n t  Bass Neck 
d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  c i t y  o f  t e n t s ,  s h a n t i e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  c o t t a g e s ,  
as  p o p u l  a t i o n  and a c t i v i t i e s  t h e r e  i n t e n s i f i e d .  M e a n w h i l e  e l i t e  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l  d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  
p e n i n s u l  a, t h e  f i n e s t  b u i l d i n g s  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n l a n d  s i t e s  
o r  c o a s t a l  l o c a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  f i n e s t  v a n t a g e  p o i n t s .  

M i d d l e  c l a s s  b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  t own ,  w i t h  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t i e s  i n c r e a s i n g ,  b y  1900,  p a r t i  c u l  a r l y  a l o n g  
E m e r a l d  and e a s t e r n  W i l l o w  r o a d s ,  b e t w e e n  Ocean and Pond S t r e e t s ,  
a t  Nahan t  Road and S p r i n g  S t r e e t ,  and v i r t u a l l y  a c r o s s  t h e  w h o l e  
o f  L i  t t l  e  Nahan t .  

D. Economic Base:  

W h i l e  some f a r m i n g ,  f i s h i n g  and s h o e m a k i n g  a c t i v i t y  c o n t i n u e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  a1 1  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i e s  d e c l  i n e d  i n  i m p o r t a n c e ,  
l e a v i n g  t h e  r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y  as  t h e  o n l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  
economy. I n  1895 t h e r e  w e r e  o n l y  two  f a r m s  o f  e i g h t e e n  a c r e s  and 
t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  was u n d e r  $10,000. The 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  g r e e n h o u s e s  c a u s e d  a  s l i g h t  e x p a n s i o n  i n  t h e  
p r o d u c t  v a l u e  t o  $21,592 i n  1905. F i s h i n g  a l s o  was p u r s u e d  on a  
s m a l l  s c a l e ,  w i t h  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on c a t c h i n g  h e r r i n g ,  cod,  l o b s t e r s  
and p o l l a c k .  The p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  $20,000 i n  1905  was t h e  peak 
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  Shoemak ing  had c e a s e d  b y  t h e  1880s.  As i n  t h e  
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p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d  t h e  o n l y  s i  g n i  f i  c a n t  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  a c t i v i t y  was 
house  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  1875 t h e r e  was one c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i r m  w i t h  
a  p r o d u c t  v a l u e  o f  $77,000, By 1895  t h e r e  were  e i g h t  s u c h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  e m p l o y i n g  s i x t y - o n e  c a r p e n t e r s  and t h e  p r o d u c t  
v a l u e  a p p r o a c h e d  $200,000. T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a  f e w  p l u m b e r s ,  
t i n s m i t h s ,  and p a i n t e r s  e m p l o y e d  i n  Nahan t .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r e s o r t  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
town.  Queen Ann s t y l e  e s t a t e s  a r e  common and i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  
e x c e p t i o n a l  e x a m p l e s  on l a r g e  l o t s .  S h i n g l e  s t y l e  e s t a t e s  a r e  
l e s s  common, and f a v o r  t h e  d o m i n a n t  g a m b r e l  f o rm.  L a r g e  C o l o n i a l  
R e v i v a l  houses  w e r e  a l s o  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s  w i t h  e l l s ,  and 
t h r e e  s t o r i e s ,  On t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Nahan t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
i n c r e a s e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n  dense c l u s t e r s  o f  s m a l l  and m o d e r a t e l y  
s i z e d  homes. S e v e r a l  s u b t y p e s  c a n  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n c l u d i n g  s i m p l e  
1  & 112  and 2  & 112 s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t s ,  and a  r e l a t e d  g r o u p  w i t h  
g a m b r e l  r o o f s  o f  t w o  s t o r i e s .  F o u r  s q u a r e ,  p y r a m i d a l  r o o f e d  
houses  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  two p r i m a r y  v a r i a t i o n s ,  a  1  a r g e  c e n t e r  e n t r y  
f o r m  and a  s m a l l e r - s c a l e d ,  s i d e  e n t r y  t y p e .  I n  t h e  1 8 8 0 s  t h e r e  
w e r e  a b o u t  250 d w e l l i n g s ,  b u t  t h e  t o t a l  h a d  more  t h a n  t r i p l e d  t o  
a b o u t  8 0 0  i n  t h e  1  a t e  1 9 2 0 s .  

I n s t i  t u t i o n a l  : The commun i t y  b u i l t  i t s  t h i r d  c h u r c h ,  S t .  Thomas 
Roman C a t h o l i c  i n  1872 ;  a  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  t o w e r ,  i t s  
c e n t e r  e n t r y  was h o u s e d  i n  a  w i d e  g a b l e d  p o r c h ;  i t  no l o n g e r  
s u r v i v e s .  A new grammar s c h o o l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1883 ;  t h e  
p y r a m i d a l  b l o c k  i s  r a i s e d  on a  b r i c k  basemen t  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  
h i p  b l o c k  on t h e  f a c a d e  h o u s i n g  t h e  e n t r y ,  o r n a m e n t a l  s h i n g l e s ,  
and f o r m e r l y ,  a  p a n e l e d  b r i c k  c h i m n e y ;  i t  l a t e r  became t h e  p o l  i c e  
s t a t i o n .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  ( 1 9 0 5 )  t h e  V a l l e y  S c h o o l  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d ;  t h e  b r i c k  C l a s s i c a l  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  2 & 
112  s t o r y  h i p  b l o c k  o f  n i n e  b a y s  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g ,  p e d i m e n t e d ,  
d o r i c  f r o n t i s p i e c e .  The t o w n ' s  e x c e p t i o n a l  1  i b r a r y  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  a  T u d o r  R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  o f  s t o n e  i n  1895 i n  an 
a s s y m e t r i c a l  H -p l  an w i t h  c e n t r a l  e n t r y ,  and b a n k s  o f  casemen t  
w indows i n  t h e  g a b l e  ends.  More f i r e - f i g h t i n g  r e l a t e d  b u i l d i n g s  
w e r e  added  b u t  t h e r e  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown. A  new town  h a l l  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1912  o f  y e l l o w  b r i c k  i n  a  G e o r g i a n  r e v i v a l  d e s i g n  
composed o f  a  1  & 1 / 2  s t o r y  h i p  b l o c k  o r n a m e n t e d  b y  a  p r o j e c t i n g ,  
p e d i m e n t e d  e n t r y ,  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e d  w indows,  and c u p o l a .  The C o a s t  
Guard  S t a t i o n  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 9 6 - 9 8  i n  a  Queen Ann d e s i g n  o f  
a  h i p  b l o c k  o f  2  & 112  s t o r i e s  w i t h  c r o s s  g a b l e  and t o w e r ,  and a  
g a b l e  r o o f e d  g a r a g e .  The YMCA c o n s t r u c t e d  a  b u i l d i n g  i n  1876 b u t  
i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  unknown. I n  1886 t h e  F r e d e r i c k  T u d o r  House 
became t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  N a h a n t  C o u n t r y  C l u b  w h i c h  was expanded  
t h r o u g h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  l o w  g a b l e  f r o n t  e l l s  c o n n e c t e d  b y  l o w  
h y ~ h e n s  t o  t h e  01 d e r  house.  

Commerc ia l  : H o t e l s  r e m a i n e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  b u i l d i n g  t y p e  b u t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on them i s  a v a i l a b l e .  By 1 8 7 4  a  T u d o r  house  on 
B a i l e y ' s  H i l l  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  T r i m o u n t a i n  House w h i c h  o p e r a t e d  
u n t i l  1901 when t h e  U.S g o v e r n m e n t  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  a r e a ;  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  house  was a p p a r e n t l y  a  2  & 1 1 2  s t o r y ,  h i p  r o o f e d ,  c e n t e r  
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e n t r y  fo rm.  Many b u i l d i n g s  f r o m  t h e  M a o l i s  Gardens w e r e  moved t o  
Bass P o i n t  a f t e r  i t  c l o s e d  i n  1892. The H o t e l  Tudor  was en1 a r g e d  
and r e m o d e l l e d  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t o  become a  3  & 1 1 2  s t o r y  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  mu1 t i - 1  eve1 v e r a n d a s .  The Bay S i d e  and B r e n t o n  
were  added i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t r ~ r y  b u t  t h e i r  appearance  i s  
unknown. E d g e h i l l  i s  a  complex  o f  t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s  each t h r e e  
s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  u n d e r  a  h i p  r o o f .  A t  t h e  Lynn b o r d e r  t h e  
S e a s i d e  P a r k  complex  i n c l u d e d  a  r e s t a u r a n t ,  b a r  b o a t h o u s e s ,  h o t e l ,  
and amusement p a r k ;  i t  was t a k e n  down i n  1901  when t h e  a r e a  was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  M e t r o p o l  i t a n  D i s t r i c t  Commiss ion who b u i l t  a  
b a t h  house  i n  1903. The V i l l a g e  S t o r e  d a t e s  t o  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  a  two 
s t o r y  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  f l a t  r o o f  h o u s i n g  a  s t o r e  and p o s t  
o f f i c e  w i t h i n  i t s  f rame s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  i t s  seven  bay  f a c a d e  and 
o r n a m e n t e d  b y  p i l l a s t e r s  b e t w e e n  them. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  No i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  known t o  h a v e  been 
e r e c t e d  i n  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  Nahant .  

X.  EARLY MODERN PERIOD ( 1  900-1940)  

A. T r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n  R o u t e s :  

S t r e e t  r a i l w a y  s e r v i c e  ended  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  and s t e a m b o a t  
s e r v i c e  i n  1916,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  
automobile and t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  N a h a n t ' s  S t r e e t  
n e t w o r k ,  s e a s o n a l  t r a f f i c  i n t o  t h e  town  c o n t i n u e d  i n  volume. I n  
t h e  w e s t e r n  town ,  l a n d s  w e r e  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  t i n y  l o t s  f o r  
b u i l d i n g  and mu1 t i p l e  s t r e e t s  were  opened,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y .  
W i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  Lynnway ( 1 9 0 6 )  and I n t e r s t a t e  95 a f t e r  
1950, o v e r l a n d  t r a n s p o r t  became a l l  t h e  more r a p i d ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g  
commuter t r a f f i c  b e t w e e n  Nahan t  and t h e  n e a r b y  Lynn ,  B o s t o n  and 
Sa l  em me t r o p o l  i t a n  a reas .  

T h e r e  i s  no  r a i l  s e r v i c e  i n  Nahan t ,  b u t  e x c e l l e n t  c o n n e c t i o n s  c a n  
b e  f o u n d  on t h e  B o s t o n  and Ma ine  R a i l r o a d  i n  Lynn. T h i r t y - t h r e e  
t r a i n s  e n t e r  and l e a v e  B o s t o n  d a i l y  t h r o u g h  Lynn ,  t h e  c o m m u t i n g  
t i m e  21 m i n u t e s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

A f t e r  e x p e r i e n c i n g  f o u r  decades o f  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  g r o w t h  a r o u n d  t h e  
t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  b y  1915  N a h a n t ' s  i n c r e a s e  had s l o w e d  
somewhat. I n c r e a s i n g  f r o m  1 3 8 7  t o  3231,  i t  l o g g e d  a  g r o w t h  r a t e  
o f  133% f o r  t h e  E a r l y  Modern p e r i o d .  I t s  g r e a t e s t  s p u r t s  o c c u r r e d  
be tween  1 9 2 0  and 1925  ( g r o w i n g  23.6% a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  a  s l i g h t  
d e c r e a s e  d u r i n q  t h e  p r i o r  f i v e  y e a r s )  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  be tween  
1 9 4 0  and 1955,  when Nahan t  qrew a t  a t  r a t e  o f  o v e r  76%. I t s  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  f o r e i g n  h o r n ,  as t y p i c a l  among Essex towns,  d ropped,  
f r o m  23% i n  1915 t o  15.2% i n  1940.  I n  1915  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v i t i e s  
i n c l u d e  t h e  I r i s h  ( 3 3 % ) ,  Canad ians ,  m o s t l y  Nova S c o t i a n s  ( 2 0 % ) ,  
E n g l i s h  ( 1 3 % )  and I t a l i a n s  ( 1 1 % ) .  I n  t h e  1952  P r e s i d e n t i a l  
e l e c t i o n ,  70% f o  Nahan t  v o t i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  o p t e d  R e p u b l i c a n  and 30% 
Democra t .  
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C. S e t t l e m e n t :  

W i t h  t h e  demise  o f  s t e a m e r  and t r o l l e y  s e r v i c e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  t h e  amusements a t  Bass  P o i n t  soon f o l d e d .  B u t  t h e  
p e n i n s u l a ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  as  a  summer r e s o r t  c o n t i n u e d ,  b e c o m i n g  e v e r  
more i n g r o w n  w i t h  each  p a s s i n g  decade.  P r o h i b i t i o n  and t h e  l o s s  
o f  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  h a d  a l r e a d y  s p e l l e d  d i f f i c u l  t y  f o r  
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Bass  P o i n t .  B u t  i n  1925 a  1  a r g e  f i r e  l e v e l l e d  
n e a r l y  6 0  houses.  The a r e a  l a y  i d l e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  u n t i l  t h e  
1  and was s u b d i v i d e d .  Soon t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  f o r m e r  y e a r s  was 
r e g a i n e d .  Bass Neck r a p i d l y  became t h e  f o c u s  o f  b u i l d i n g  f o r  
B o s t o n ' s  m i d d l e  c l a s s  - t h e  houses  t h e r e  as c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  as  
t h e  l o t s  w h i c h  t h e y  o c c u p i e d .  L i  ttl e  N a h a n t  s i m i l  a r l y  a t t r a c t e d  
s m a l l  and t i g h t l y  c l u s t e r e d  c o t t a g e s ,  and w i t h  Bass Neck, 
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  d e n s e s t  s e t t l  ement  a r e a s  on t h e  p e n i n s u l  a. 
R e s i d e n t i a l  d e n s i t y  i n t e n s i f i e d  on a  l e s s e r  s c a l e  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
t own ,  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  m a r k e d  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  s t i l l  open s e c t i o n s  
s o u t h  o f  Nahan t  Road t o w a r d  W i l l o w  Road and i n  t h e  n o r t h  a l o n g  
N a h a n t ' s  c e n t r a l  c o a s t 1  i n e .  W o r l d  War I I b r o u g h t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  s u b m a r i n e  l o o k o u t  t o w e r s  t o  r u r a l  Nahan t ,  n e a r  E a s t  P o i n t ,  b u t  
o t h e r w i s e  t h e  e a s t e r n  p e n i n s u l a  r e m a i n e d  q u i e t ,  i t s  l a r g e  l o t s  
u n d i v i d e d  and p r i v a c y  a t  a  premium. 

M a n u f a c t o r i e s  w e r e  v i r t u a l l y  n i l  b y  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  town ,  and 
c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  few i n  number and o f  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  
v a r i e t y ,  s c a t t e r e d  a1 ong  N a h a n t  Road. R e s i d e n t s  r e 1  i e d  upon L y n n  
f o r  i t s  s e r v i  ces ,  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  t h e i r  town.  

D. Economic Base:  

The economy f o c u s e d  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  on t h e  summer r e s o r t  i n d u s t r y  
as f i s h i n g  and f a r m i n g  p r a c t i c a l l y  ceased.  Employment  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w e r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  and r e t a i l  s e c t o r s  ( 5 4 %  
and 25% r e s p e c t i v e l y )  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( 1 6 % ) .  T h e r e  were  two 
s m a l l  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  f i r m s  o f  an unknown n a t u r e .  

E. A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i  a1 : C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s m a l l  and m o d e r a t e l y  s i z e d  homes 
c o n t i n u e d  a t  Bass  Neck and a t  L i t t l e  Nahant .  P y r a m i d a l ,  f o u r  
s o u a r e  t y p e s  r e m a i n e d  p o p u l a r  b u t  a  r a n g e  o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  
h o u s e t y p e s  made u p  t h e  b u l k  o f  new c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Two and  2 & 1 1 2  
s t o r y  h o u s e  w i t h  f i v e  b a y s  and c e n t e r  e n t r i e s  were  m o s t  p o p u l a r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m i l i a r  D u t c h  C o l o n i a l ,  a  r e l a t e d  t y p e  t h a t  
c o m b i n e d  a  g a b l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  gambre l  r o o f  w i t h  t h e  f a c a d e  s h e d  
d o r m e r ,  and s i m p l e  g a b l e  r o o f e d  examp les .  L a t e r  s m a l l  numbers  o f  
Capes and r a n c h  houses  w e r e  b u i l t ,  o f t e n  on s u b d i v i s i o n s  f r o m  
1  a r g e r  1 o  t s .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l  : I n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d r o p p e d  d r a m a t i  c a l  l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d .  The J.T. W i l s o n  S c h o o l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1916 
i n  b r i c k ;  i t  i s  two  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  on a  basemen t  w i t h  boys  and 
g i r l s  e n t r i e s  a t  each  end. The E l l i n g w o o d  Chape l  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
o f  s t o n e  i n  t h e  c e m e t a r y  i n  1920;  i t s  e n t r y  p o r c h  i s  o f f  c e n t e r  
a l o n g  t h e  l o n g  w a l l  o f  t h e  nave ,  as i s  i t s  t o w e r  w h i c h  s t r a d d l e s  
t h e  gab1 e  r o o f .  
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I n d u s t r i a l  : T h e r e  w e r e  two  s m a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l  d i n g s  e r e c t e d  a t  
unknown l o c a t i o n s .  The n a t u r e  o f  wo rk  p e r f o r m e d  and t h e  t y p e  o f  
b u i l  d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  a1 so unknown. 

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

The t o w n ' s  i n v e n t o r y  i s  1  i m i  t e d  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u l l  d i n g s  and 
e a r l y  r e s o r t  homes. Many o t h e r  h o u s e s  h a v e  b e e n  r e s e a r c h e d  and 
d a t e  marked,  and t h i s  m a t e r i a l  s h o u l d  be  a c q u i r e d  b y  t h e  MHC. I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  town  i n c l u d e s  t w o  a r e a s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  d e n s e l y  b u i l  t 
w i t h  s m a l l ,  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  homes a t  L i t t l e  N a h a n t  and 
Bass Neck t h a t  h a v e  n o t  been  s t u d i e d .  

It i s  n o t  t h e  s m a l l  c o m m e r c i a l  s t r i p  a t  N a h a n t  Road and S p r i n g  
S t r e e t  t h a t  poses  any s i g n i f i c a n t  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  t o w n ' s  h i s t o r i c  
i n t e g r i t y ,  b u t  i n s t e a d  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  r e s i d e n t i  a1 c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
N o t  o n l y  do l o t s ,  a l r e a d y  m o d e s t  i n  s i z e ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  
s u b d i v i d e d  and r e s i d e n t i  a1 d e n s i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  b u t  now r o a d s  
and b u i l d i n g s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n v a d e  t h e  few open  o r  s p a r s e l y  
o c c u p i e d  s e c t i o n s  r e m a i n i n g  on t h e  p e n i n s u l a .  O n l y  some o f  t h e  
f i n e r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  d w e l l i n g s  o f  t h e  e l i t e  h a v e  e s c a p e d  
" i m p r o v e m e n t s " .  Few o f  t h e  modes t  d w e l l i n g s  o f  N a h a n t ' s  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  h e y d a y  s u r v i v e ,  and t h e s e  a p p e a r  u n p r o t e c t e d  and i n  s e v e r e  
j e o p a r d y .  As t h e  c o a s t a l  r e s o r t  c o m m u n i t y  n e a r e s t  t o  g r e a t e r  
B o s t o n ,  space f o r  b u i l d i n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r i s e  i n  p r i c e  and d e c r e a s e  
i n  s u p p l y .  A t  m o s t  r i s k  a r e  t h e  now m o d e s t  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  l a s t  
c e n t u r y .  

X I I .  FINDER'S AID 

E a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i  d e n t i  a1 N a h a n t  Road a t  Whar f  S t r e e t  

M i d - 1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  Ocean S t r e e t  b e t w e e n  W i l l  ow 
and Nahan t ,  C l i f f  S t r e e t ,  
Summer S t r e e t  s o u t h  o f  
N a h a n t  Road. 

E l i t e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  r e s i d e n t i a l  L i t t l e  Nahan t  Road P l e a s a n t  
S t r e e t  N a h a n t  Road be tween  
Summer and W i n t e r ,  Ve rnon  
and N a h a n t  Road. 
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