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MHC RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY REPORT 

DATE: 1982 COMMUNITY: MONROE 

I .  TOPOGRAPHY 

Monroe i s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  town i n  F r a n k l i n  County w i t h  a n  a r e a  of 
approximate ly  12 s q u a r e  m i l e s .  The town i s  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  
B e r k s h i r e  H i l l s  of w e s t e r n  Massachuse t t s .  Loca l  t e r r a i n  i s  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by rugged up lands  which a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t .  E l e v a t i o n s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
ex tend  o v e r  2000 f e e t ,  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  River  t e r r a c e  which 
a v e r a g e s  approx imate ly  1050 f e e t  above s e a  l e v e l .  The h i g h e s t  
p o i n t s  a r e  Crum H i l l  ( 2 8 4 1 ' )  and t h e  twin  peaks  of Spruce Mountain 
w i t h  h e i g h t s  of 2730 f e e t  and 2600 f e e t ,  a l l  of which a r e  l o c a t e d  
i n  sou thwes te rn  Monroe. The D e e r f i e l d  River  s e p a r a t e s  Monroe from 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  mother  town of  Rowe. Area brooks such  a s  Dunbar, 
Haley and Parsonage  brooks  d r a i n  s o u t h e a s t  from t h e  uplands  i n t o  
t h e  D e e r f i e l d  River  Va l l ey .  Monroe's o n l y  f r e s h w a t e r  body was 
Brown's Pond, a  s m a l l  m i l l  pond l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  town ' s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  
c e n t e r .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES 

O r i g i n a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  The Gore between M y r i f i e l d  township (Rowe) 
t o  t h e  e a s t  (1762) and t h e  Bernards tone  Gran t  t o  t h e  w e s t  and s o u t h .  
Nor thern  boundary d e f i n e d  by Massachusetts-Vermont s t a t e  l i n e  (1777) 
w i t h  wes te rn  and s o u t h e r n  boundar ies  of Bernards tone  Gran t  confirmed 
by i n c o r p o r a t i o n  of F l o r i d a  i n  1805. E a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  of The Gore 
annexed from Rowe w e s t  of D e e r f i e l d  River  and i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  town 
of Monroe i n  1822. 

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 

I s o l a t e d  h i l l  town w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  secondary  c o r r i d o r  from Vermont t o  
Mohawk T r a i l .  Located on up lands  of Hoosac Range w i t h  n a t i v e  s i t e  
p o t e n t i a l  s u s p e c t e d  a long  D e e r f i e l d  River  gorge .  B e l a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  
from Rowe a f t e r  Revo lu t ion  w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  of town c e n t e r  a t t empted  
a long  Main Road marked by e a r l y  cemetery and l a t e r  s c h o o l  house. 
Limi ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p o t e n t i a l  a s  sheep  g r a z i n g  on h i g h l a n d s  of Dunbar 
Brook w i t h  some mid-19th c e n t u r y  farm c o t t a g e s  n e a r  Vermont l i n e .  
Primary economic development focused a t  Monroe Br idge  from Hoosac 
Tunnel c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  D e e r f i e l d  v a l l e y  w i t h  l a t e  1 9 t h  b r i c k  m i l l ,  
w o r k e r ' s  c o t t a g e s  and board ing  house a l o n g  R i v e r  Road, C i v i c  c e n t e r  
r e l o c a t e d  from h i g h l a n d s  t o  Monroe Br idge  by e a r l y  20th  c e n t u r y  w i t h  
p e r i o d  s c h o o l .  Da i ry  farming main ta ined  on up lands  w i t h  g r a d u a l  
development of r e c r e a t i o n a l  p o t e n t i a l  from Vermont i n c l u d i n g  E a r l y  
Modern t r a i l e r  i n t a c t  on Davis  Road. P r e s e n t  growth l i n k e d  t o  Rowe 
n u c l e a r  power s t a t i o n  a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  ~ i v e r  w i t h  Monroe Bridge 
remaining a s  r e s t r i c t e d  m i l l  v i l l a g e .  Modest expans ion  from Green 
Mountain s k i  a r e a  a l o n g  Main Road v i s t a s  w i t h  a c t i v e  lumbering i n  
w e s t e r n  h i l l  l a n d s .  
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CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes  : 

I s o l a t e d  h igh land  c o r r i d o r  above D e e r f i e l d  River  gorge  w i t h  t r a i l  
r o u t e s  p o s s i b l e  a l o n g  up land  p l a t e a u  f o l l o w i n g  a x i s  of Plain Road 
(Vermont) t o  Dunbar Brook. A secondary  r o u t e  may have e x i s t e d  
a long  w e s t  bank of D e e r f i e l d  River  a s  River-Readsboro Road w i t h  
connec t ing  l i n k  t o  h i g h l a n d s  a l o n g  P h e l p s  Brooks (Hings l e y  H i  11 
Road) . 
B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Both t h e  e x i s t i n g  secondary  s o u r c e s  and MHC a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s i t e  
i n v e n t o r y  made no r e f e r e n c e s  t o  n a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  ( p r e h i s t o r i c ,  
h i s t o r i c )  . N a t i v e  s i tes would have been l i m i t e d  t o  s m a l l  s h o r t -  
t e r m  f i s h i n g  and h u n t i n g  camps. The most p r o b a b l e  l o c a t i o n s  would 
have been on t h e  t e r r a c e  over look ing  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  River  and t h e  
p l a t e a u  e x t e n d i n g  w e s t  of t h e  t e r r a c e .  A d d i t i o n a l  f i s h i n g  s i t e s  
may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  a long  t h e  D e e r f i e l d ' s  l o c a l  t r i b u t a r i e s ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  Dunbar Brook. 

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  n a t i v e  h o r t i c u l t u r e  was under taken  i n  Monroe. Na t ive  
h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  p r o b a b l y  took  p l a c e  i n  l o c a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  above. 

D .  Obse rva t ions :  

Monroe's l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  were o n l y  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  a  s m a l l  s e a s o n a l  
n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The a r e a  most  l i k e l y  was u t i l i z e d  a s  a  secondary  
r e s o u r c e  a r e a  by t h e  Squakeags c e n t e r e d  i n  p r e s e n t  N o r t h f i e l d .  
Monroe was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  Pocumtucks ( d e f i n e d  
by t h e  B e r k s h i r e  H i l l s )  t h e  r e g i o n a l  l a b e l  a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  t h e  n a t i v e  
sub-groups occupying t h e  Middle C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  V a l l e y .  The 
B e r k s h i r e s  rough ly  d e l i n e a t e d  Pocumtuck t e r r i t o r y  from t h a t  of t h e  
Mohicans of t h e  Hudson River  V a l l e y  ( N e w  York) i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  
c e n t u r y .  The l i k e l i h o o d  o f  e x t a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  of n a t i v e  
p e r i o d  o c c u p a t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  town ' s  l a c k  of  development.  

PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Na t ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  a c c e s s  r o u t e s  t o  h igh lands  from D e e r f i e l d  
v a l l e y .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

T h i s  a r e a  p robab ly  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u p p o r t  s m a l l  n a t i v e  h u n t i n g  and 
f i s h i n g  bands. Monroe d i d  n o t  have a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  1800. 

C . S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s  : 

Nat ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  were p robab ly  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  
f o r  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d .  
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D .  Economic Base:  

N a t i v e  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  p r o b a b l y  were e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  
t h o s e  of t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d .  The re  was l i t t l e  i n c e n t i v e  f o r  c o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e r s  of  t h e  p e r i o d  s t u d y  u n i t  towns t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  r u g g e d ,  
u p l a n d  f r o n t i e r  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  
s t u d y  u n i t .  A much more d i v e r s e  r e s o u r c e  b a s e  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  
less exposed  Midd le  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  

E .  O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

Monroe p r o b a b l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be u t i l i z e d  s o l e l y  as a  secondary  r e s o u r c e  
a r e a  f o r  t h e  n a t i v e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  Middle  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Rou tes :  

T r a i l  r o u t e s  remained  a s  p r i m a r y  t r a n s p o r t  s y s t e m  w i t h  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
improvement a l o n g  D e e r f i e l d  R i v e r  Road t o  Vermont. 

P o p u l a t i o n :  

T h i s  l i k e l y  s u p p o r t e d  a  s m a l l  s e a s o n a l  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  w e l l  i n t o  
t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  C o l o n i a l  o c c u p a t i o n  was l i m i t e d  t o  ah  o c c a s i o n a l  
h u n t e r  o r  lumberman f rom nea rby  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  p r e s e n t  Rowe, 
Charlemont  and  H e a t h .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

N a t i v e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Monroe l i k e l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  expanding  
c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  Middle  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  and t h e  
more a t t r a c t i v e  u p l a n d  areas w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  

D .  Economic Base :  

N a t i v e  u t i l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r e a  m o s t  l i k e l y  i n c r e a s e d  as ment ioned  
p r e v i o u s l y .  C o l o n i a l  u t i l i z a t i o n  of  a r e a  r e s o u r c e s  l i m i t e d  t o  h u n t i n g  
and t i m b e r i n g .  The m o d e r a t e  u p l a n d s  of  e a s t e r n  Monroe may have  been 
u t i l i z e d  by Rowe f a r m e r s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  g r a z i n g .  

E. O b s e r v a t i o n s :  

Monroe ' s  l i m i t e d  a c c e s s  and r e s o u r c e  b a s e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d i s c o u r a g e  
c o l o n i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a r e a .  
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VII. 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes : 

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of r o a d  system w i t h  s e t t l e m e n t  of Monroe 
uplands  and l o c a t i o n  of meet ing  house (1822) a l o n g  a x i s  of Main Road. 
Secondary n o r t h - s o u t h  highways l a i d  o u t  a long  h igh land  p l a t e a u  a s  
Gore-Davis Road from town house ,  Nor th  and South  Road around Parsonage 
Brook and Turner  H i l l  Road t o  Vermont. Connect ing highway from town 
c e n t e r  t o  D e e r f i e l d  River  improved a s  Hings ley  H i l l  Road t o  Monroe 
Br idge  a c r o s s  r i v e r  t o  Rowe ( c . 1 8 2 5 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

The t e r r i t o r y  which i s  now Monroe d i d  n o t  beg in  t o  b e  s e t t l e d  u n t i l  
a b o u t  1800. The f i r s t  p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  does  n o t  appear  u n t i l  1830, 
when t h e  town r e p o r t e d  265 r e s i d e n t s  -- t h e  s m a l l e s t  number of any 
town i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y ,  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  it seems t o  have 
r e t a i n e d  f o r  much of i t s  h i s t o r y .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Highland f a r m s t e a d s e s t a b l i s h e d  a l o n g  a x i s  of Gore-Davis Roads (c .1800) 
w i t h  meet ing  house l o c a t e d  a t  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Main Road ( 1 8 2 2 ) .  Local  
m i l l  s i t e  e s t a b l i s h e d  on D e e r f i e l d  River  a t  Monroe Br idge  (c .1820)  t o  
Rowe. Lumbering developed on w e s t e r n  h i l l  l a n d s  t o  F l o r i d a .  

D. Economic Base: 

Monroe's e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e m e n t  d i d n ' t  commence u n t i l  abou t  1800, and t h e  
town was s t r i c t l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  f o r  most of i t s  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  h i s t o r y .  
Three s m a l l  saw m i l l s  were i n  o p e r a t i o n  by 1830 a l o n g  M i l l  (now Dunbar) 
Brook. Of t h e  town, however, t h e  Treasury  Repor t  enumerator  i n  1832 
wro te  d i s d a i n f u l l y :  

Monroe i s  a  s m a l l  town i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of 
F r a n k l i n  County, c o n t a i n i n g  less t h a n  300 i n h a b i -  
t a n t s .  There  a r e  no manufac tu res  of any d e s c r i p t i o n  
wor th  enumerat ing .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

I n  1830, some 30 houses w e r e  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  map of Monroe. Of t h e s e ,  
n o t  even a  ha l f -dozen a r e  though t  t o  s u r v i v e .  S u r v i v i n g  p e r i o d  
c o t t a g e s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  on Turner  H i l l ,  Main and River  Roads. The on ly  
houses obse rved  which a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  be of t h e  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  were 
a  c e n t e r  chimney c o t t a g e  on Main Road n e a r  Davis  Road, a  seven-bay 
f a c a d e ,  doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney house ,  p o s s i b l y  a n  i n n  o r  t a v e r n ,  and 
a n o t h e r  double  i n t e r i o r  chimney, f i v e  bay wide f a c a d e  house ,  t h e  l a s t  
two b o t h  on R i v e r  Road a t  Monroe Br idge .  The l a t t e r  house was updated 
c a .  1885 w i t h  a  two-s tory  Queen Anne porch  and one-s to ry  veranda .  The 
i n n  was probably  remodel led  c a .  1900 a s  i t  e x h i b i t s  some C o l o n i a l  
Rev iva l  d e t a i l s .  Two s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1823 w i t h  
a  t h i r d  added i n  1824 b u t  o n l y  one schoolhouse  i s  known t o  have been 
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c o n s t r u c t e d ,  a t  Four Corners .  I t  i s  n o t  t h o u g h t  t o  s u r v i v e .  The 
on ly  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  p e r i o d  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of an i n f o r m a l  U n i v e r s a l i s t  S o c i e t y  i n  1810. Tha t  remained 
a c t i v e  u n t i l  1840,  b u t  a  church  was never  o rgan ized  o r  b u i l t .  

V I I I .  EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1830-1870) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Local  highway system remained focused  a l o n g  Main Road w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  
a t  Monroe Br idge  a c r o s s  D e e r f i e l d  River .  No r a i l r o a d s  p r o j e c t e d  o r  
c o n s t r u c t e d  th rough  a r e a  a l t h o u g h  Hoosac Tunnel l o c a t e d  i n  a d j a c e n t  
F l o r i d a .  

I X .  

Rowers p o p u l a t i o n  peaked i n  1840 w i t h  282 r e s i d e n t s .  Although i n  t h e  
l a t e  ' 5 0 s  and l a t e  ' 60s  t h e  town made s l i g h t  advances ,  t h e  n e t  l o s s  
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  amounted t o  64 p e r s o n s .  

Only one r e s i d e n t  i n  1855 had been born  abroad -- a n  I r i shman .  

S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Upland a g r i c u l t u r e  main ta ined  around town c e n t e r  a long  a x i s  of  Main 
Road t o  Vermont l i n e  w i t h  l o c a l  economic f o c u s  a t  Monroe Br idge  on 
D e e r f i e l d  River .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Monroe's economy remained e n t i r e l y  a g r i c u l t u r a 1 , t h o u g h  a  few women 
( f i f t e e n  i n  1855) made palm-leaf h a t s  a t  home. Four sawmi l l s  w e r e  
r e p o r t e d  i n  1865. 

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

Very l i t t l e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  known t o  have occur red  i n  t h e  
p e r i o d ,  S e v e r a l  modest Greek R e v i v a l / I t a l i a n a t e  c o t t a g e s  w i t h  conse r -  
v a t i v e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n s  w e r e  obse rved ,  on Main and River  ~ o a d s .  
Also  one o r  two doub le  i n t e r i o r  chimney v e r n a c u l a r  I t a l i a n a t e  houses 
were b u i l t  a t  Monroe Br idge .  I n  1848,  a  Town House was b u i l t ;  t h e  
s m a l l  one-by-three bay s i d e - e n t e r e d  frame s t r u c t u r e  a t  Main and Davis 
Roads may be t h a t  b u i l d i n g  o r  it may be  a  c a .  1850 schoolhouse .  

LATE INDUSTRIAL P E R I O D  (1870-1915) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of D e e r f i e l d  River  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of Monroe 
Br idge  dam and c o n n e c t i n g  highways from Hoosac Tunnel ( F l o r i d a )  a long 
River  Road. Narrow gauge r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t e d  a l o n g  e a s t  (Rowe) s i d e  
of ~ e e r f i e l d  Va l l ey  w i t h  d e p o t  a t  Monroe Br idge .  
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B. P o p u l a t i o n  : 

Monroe's p o p u l a t i o n ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  e s t a b l i s h e d  th roughou t  
most of t h e  res t  of t h e  coun ty ,  r o s e  i n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  
due t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  James Ramage Paper  Company a t  Monroe 
Br idge  i n  1887, and t h e  newly-const ruc ted  l i n k  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  wor ld ,  
t h e  Hoosac Tunnel  & Wilmington. T h i s  growth peaked i n  1900 a t  305, 
making a  73% r i se  i n  Monroe's p o p u l a t i o n  ( p r i m a r i l y  a t  Monroe Br idge)  
i n  t h e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  1885-1900. I n  t h e  y e a r s  1900-10, t h i s  f i g u r e  
f e l l ,  though by 1915 i t  had r i s e d  a g a i n  t o  296. For t h e  p e r i o d  a s  a  
whole, t h e  town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  47 .2%,  t h e  s i x t h  h i g h e s t  r a t e  i n  
t h e  county .  By 1915,  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  of 296, Monroe had l o s t  i t s  
s t a n d i n g  a s  s m a l l e s t  town i n  t h e  county  t o  Shutesbury .  

By 1905 employment i n  t h e  m i l l  had a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  fo re ign-born  
r e s i d e n t s .  With 27 .8%,  Monroe had t h e  f o u r t h  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  of 
immigrants  i n  t h e  county .  Of t h e s e ,  over  h a l f  w e r e  from A u s t r i a .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  r e l o c a t e d  t o  D e e r f i e l d  Va l l ey  a t  Monroe Br idge  w i t h  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of paper  m i l l  and r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  (1886) .  
Highland farming main ta ined  a l o n g  Main Road a x i s  w i t h  lumbering i n  
w e s t e r n  h i l l  l a n d s .  

D. Economic Base: 

By 1875 t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of manufactured  p r o d u c t s  i n  Monroe was $1700 -- 
t h e  v a l u e  of lumber from s i x  sawmi l l s .  Only Sunder land i n  F r a n k l i n  
County had a  lower v a l u e .  A s  l a t e  a s  1879 Monroe had no f o r m a l i z e d  
church ,  no o rgan ized  v i l l a g e s ,  no m e r c a n t i l e  b u s i n e s s e s ,  o r  o t h e r  
mechanic shops.  

A l l  t h i s  changed i n  1887. The y e a r  b e f o r e  Holyoke ' s  premier  p a p e r  
m i l l  b u i l d e r s ,  t h e  Newton b r o t h e r s ,  had c o n s t r u c t e d  a  narrow-gauge 
r a i l r o a d  from t h e  Troy & G r e e n f i e l d ' s  Hoosac S t a t i o n  up t h e  D e e r f i e l d  
River  t o  t h e i r  paper  m i l l  i n  Readsboro,  Vermont. The Hoosac Tunnel & 
Wilmington ( t h e  "Hoot,  Toot  & W h i s t l e " ) ,  though l o c a t e d  on t h e  Rowe 
s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  immedia te ly  opened up t h e  " S w i t z e r l a n d  of America" 
( a s  P i c t u r e s q u e  F r a n k l i n  i n  1891 c a l l e d  it) . A s  a  r e s u l t ,  James Ramage, 
a  g e n i a l  Hoiyoke papermaker,  t a k i n g  t h e  a d v i c e  of h i s  f r i e n d s  t h e  
Newtons, b u i l t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  paper  m i l l  i n  Monroe Br idge .  The 
b u i l d i n g  of t h e  m i l l  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  town o f  Monroe 
over  t w o - t h i r d s  by 1891. Ramage a l s o  donated  t o  t h e  town a  new 
town h a l l  and schoolhouse  f o r  Monroe Br idge .  

I n  t h e  y e a r s  around 1900 h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  power i n  t h e  D e e r f i e l d  Va l l ey  
became i n c r e a s i n g l y  a t t r a c t i v e .  I n  1910-11 t h e  New England Power 
Company began c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  f o u r  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  p l a n t s  a long  t h e  
D e e r f i e l d  River :  two i n  Buckland,  one i n  Conway, and one ,  t h e  Hoosac 
Tunnel P l a n t  (,"No. 5")  a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  downstream from Monroe Bridge 
i n  t h e  town of F l o r i d a .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  i n c l u d e d  a  2-1/2 m i l e  long 
power c a n a l  i n  Monroe, beg inn ing  a  h a l f - m i l e  below Monroe Br idge .  The 
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p l a n t  was des igned  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  d e l i v e r  25-cycle s i n g l e - p h a s e  
c u r r e n t  t o  t h e  newly e l e c t r i f i e d  Hoosac Tunnel ,  though i t s  i n i t i a l  
r o l e  was o n l y  a s  a  s u b s t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t u n n e l .  

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

The o n l y  houses o f  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  observed w e r e  a  group 
of two bay wide s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Queen Anne workers '  houses a t  Monroe 
Br idge .  Also  b u i l t  a t  Monroe Br idge  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  were a  two-and-a- 
h a l f  s t o r y  h i p  r o o f e d  Queen Anne Town H a l l  (ca.1895) and a  two-and- 
a -ha l f  s t o r y  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t o r e  and p o s t  o f f i c e .  

EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Improvement of l o c a l  highways a s  a u t o  r o a d s  w i t h  D e e r f i e l d  River 
c o r r i d o r  a s  secondary  a x i s  from Mohawk T r a i l  (Charlemont) t o  Vermont 
a long  River-Readsboro Road ( o r i g i n a l  Route 8 ) .  

B . P o p u l a t i o n :  

Between 1915 and 1925 Monroe 's  p o p u l a t i o n  f e l l  s h a r p l y ,  presumably a s  
a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  s h i f t i n g  f o r t u n e s  of  t h e  paper  m i l l .  By t h e  l a t t e r  
d a t e ,  w i t h  a  l o s s  of over  a t h i r d  of h e r  p o p u l a t i o n ,  143 r e s i d e n t s  
remained,  and Monroe had reached  h e r  n a d i r .  Although some g a i n s  were 
made i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  decade ,  by 1940,  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  2 4 0  
( s t i l l  second l o w e s t  t o  S h u t e s b u r y ) ,  t h e  town had a  n e t  l o s s  f o r  t h e  
p e r i o d  of 30%. 

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Economic and c i v i c  f o c u s  m a i n t a i n e d  a t  Monroe Br idge  on D e e r f i e l d  
River  w i t h  upland a g r i c u l t u r e  around former  town c e n t e r  a l o n g  Main 
Road. 

D.  Economic Base: 

The Ramage Paper  Company went th rough  s e v e r a l  owners. I n  t h e  ' 2 0 s  it 
was o p e r a t e d  by t h e  D e e r f i e l d  V a l l e y  Paper  Company, a  manufac tu re r  
of K r a f t  wrapping p a p e r .  Employees numbered 125,  more t h a n  t w i c e  t h e  
number Ramage had c a r r i e d .  L a t e r  t h e  p l a n t  was purchased by t h e  
D e e r f i e l d  G l a s s i n e  P a p e r ,  whose p r o d u c t ,  g l a s s i n e  p a p e r ,  had on ly  
r e c e n t l y  been i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

I n  1927 t h e  New England Power Company extended t h e i r  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  
c a p a c i t y  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Sherman Dam and h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  
s t a t i o n ,  n o r t h  of  Monroe Br idge .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

The o n l y  b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  no ted  w e r e  t h o s e  of t h e  F o r e s t r y  Camp 
on Main Road. These a r e  a l l  one-and-a-half o r  two-story g a b l e  roofed  
s h i n g l e d  b u i l d i n g s ,  p robab ly  b u i l t  c a .  1940. 
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X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

Monroe h a s  no i n v e n t o r y  of  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s .  Approximately two 
dozen b u i l d i n g s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  body of  Monroe's p e r i o d  
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Monroe Br idge  shou ld  be i n v e n t o r i e d  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
of F e d e r a l  c o t t a g e s ,  i f  any,  and of l a t e r  19 t h  c e n t u r y  co t t ages  shou ld  
be made th roughou t  t h e  town. 
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