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TOPOGRAPHY 

Montague i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y .  The w e s t e r n  
p o r t i o n  of t h e  town c o n s i s t s  p r i m a r i l y  of f l o o d p l a i n  and g l a c i a l  
l a k e  bot tom. E l e v a t i o n s  r a r e l y  r e a c h  o v e r  300 f e e t .  P r e h i s t o r i -  
c a l l y ,  t h e s e  lowlands  w e r e  c o v e r e d  by Lake H i t c h c o c k ,  a g l a c i a l  l a k e  
t h a t  i n u n d a t e d  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  from c e n t r a l  C o n n e c t i c u t  
n o r t h  t o  s o u t h e r n  Vermont. Montague P l a i n  i s  a  remnant  of H i t c h c o c k ' s  
l a k e  bot tom. T h i s  p l a i n  i s  broken  by two a d j o i n i n g  k e t t l e  h o l e s ,  
Lake P l e a s a n t  and Green Pond. S c a t t e r e d  a b o u t  t h e s e  lowlands  a r e  
s e v e r a l  modera t e  h i l l s .  Most n o t e a b l e  a r e  W i l l s  H i l l  (566 f e e t )  and 
T a y l o r  H i l l  (532 f e e t )  l o c a t e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  and  s o u t h e r n  Montague, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A complex of  u p l a n d s  g r a d u a l l y  r i se  from t h e  w e s t e r n  
lowlands  and dominate  e a s t e r n  Montague. E l e v a t i o n s  i n c r e a s e  from 
an a v e r a g e  h e i g h t  o f  600 f e e t  on t h e  w e s t e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of  t h e  u p l a n d s  
t o  1050 f e e t  n e a r  t h e  Montague/Wendell l i n e .  P rominen t  p o i n t s  i n c l u d e  
Dry H i l l  (1382 f e e t )  , C h e s t n u t  H i l l  (1152 f e e t )  , Count ry  H i l l  (1124 
f e e t )  , and Harvey H i l l  (806 f e e t )  . The C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  d e m a r c a t e s  
t h e  t o w n ' s  w e s t e r n  and n o r t h e r n  boundary a l o n g  w i t h  Mil ler ' s  R i v e r ,  a  
t r i b u t a r y  of  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t .  Two l a r g e  w a t e r f a l l s  a r e  l o c a t e d  on 
t h e s e  two r i v e r s .  Both  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and Mi l le r ' s  R i v e r s  a r e  f e d  
by a  series of minor  waterways t h a t  f l o w  n o r t h  and w e s t  f rom 
Montague 's  w e s t e r n  u p l a n d s .  L o c a l  s o i l s  r a n g e  from t h e  f e r t i l e  
a l l u v i u m  of  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  f l o o d p l a i n  t o  a g r a v e l l y ,  sandy 
loam on Montague P l a i n .  

11. POLITICAL BOUNDARIES - 

O r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  of  Hadley g r a n t  t o  Swampfield (Sunder l and)  
i n  1673 e x t e n d i n g  n o r t h  t o  Saw M i l l  R i v e r  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  a s  
w e s t e r n  boundary t o  D e e r f i e l d .  I n c l u d e d  as  p a r t  o f  Swampfield d i s -  
t r i c t  from Hadley i n  1714 w i t h  Hunt ing  H i l l s  d i v i s i o n  t o  Saw M i l l  
R i v e r  d u r i n g  1716-18. E s t a b l i s h e d  a s  Montague d i s t r i c t  of  Sunder- 
l a n d  i n  1753 d e f i n i n g  s o u t h e r n  boundary and e a s t e r n  l i n e  w i t h  
S h u t e s b u r y  (Wendel l )  i n  1761. N o r t h e r n  d i s t r i c t  t o  Mil ler ' s  R i v e r  
and  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  i n c l u d e d  a s  p a r t  o f  Two M i l e  A d d i t i o n  i n  1770 
from u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  p r o v i n c e  l a n d s  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  a s  n o r t h -  
w e s t  boundary  w i t h  G r e e n f i e l d   ill). N o r t h e a s t  s e c t i o n  a l o n g  Lyons 
Brook annexed t o  Wendel l  i n  1803 and T u r n e r s  F a l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  
u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  v i l l a g e  by 1960. 

111. HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

Complex r u r a l  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  on secondary  a x i s  between G r e e n f i e l d  
and Amherst .  Loca ted  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  V a l l e y  a t  e d s e  of  c e n t r a l  
u p l a n d s  w i t h  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  s i t e  a t  ~ u E n e r s  ~ a l l s  and 
r e p o r t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  l owlands  w i t h  s i t e  p o t e n t i a l  
a t  Lake P l e a s a n t  and  P i n e  H i l l .  S e t t l e d  from Sunder l and  d u r i n g  e a r l y  
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1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  around Tay lo r  H i l l  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  m i l l s i t e  i n t a c t  on 
Sawmill R i v e r  a s  l a t e r  s t r u c t u r e .  Some C o l o n i a l  houses  remain 
a long  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  p o s t r o a d  w i t h  n o t a b l e  examples of  Connec t i cu t  
V a l l e y  doorways p r e s e r v e d  i n  Montague meet ing  house c e n t e r  and 
gambrel c o t t a g e s  on T a y l o r  and Ches tnu t  H i l l .  Sawmill  v a l l e y  
remained a s  f o c u s  of farming th rough  F e d e r a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  b r i c k  
houses i n  town c e n t e r  and upland c o t t a g e s  a long  Goddard Brook. 
Remnants of e a r l y  C o n n e c t i c u t  c a n a l  v i l l a g e  s u r v i v e  a t  Montague 
C i t y  w i t h  s t y l i s h  p e r i o d  houses  now a s  Main S t r e e t  tenements .  Town 
c e n t e r  remained a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  th rough  mid-19th c e n t u r y  w i t h  G r e e k  
Rev iva l  churches  around common g r e e n  and suburban I t a l i a n t e  houses ,  
w h i l e  C o n n e c t i c u t  lowlands expanded w i t h  tobacco  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  
p e r i o d  b a r n s  on Meadow and F e r r y  Road. 

S i g n i f i c a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  development a f t e r  C i v i l  War w i t h  r e g i o n a l  
r a i l r o a d  c o n n e c t i o n s  a t  Millers F a l l s  i n c l u d i n g  Goth ic  c o t t a g e s  a t  
Lake P l e a s a n t .  P lanned development of T u r n e r s  F a l l s  a s  f a c t o r y  
c i t y  d u r i n g  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k  paper  m i l l l s  
i n t a c t  a long  power c a n a l s  i n c l u d i n g  p e r i o d  b r i d g e s .  Primary 
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a l i g n e d  on Avenue A w i t h  Holyoke s t y l e  b r i c k  
tenements  and landmark C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Queene Anne 
suburban d i s t r i c t  on High S t r e e t .  P a r a l l e l  development a t  M i l l e r s  
F a l l s  a t  s m a l l e r  s c a l e  w i t h  V i c t o r i a n  h igh land  houses and woodframe 
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  around l o c a l  r a i l  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  p e r i o d  b r i d g e s .  
Urban expansion c o n t i n u e d  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  th rough  e a r l y  20th  
c e n t u r y  w i t h  c i v i c  f o c u s  formed a t  Seventh  Avenue s o u t h  around Beaux 
A r t s  l i b r a r y  and suburban expansion t o  R i v e r s i d e  Dr ive  w i t h  unique  
Craftsman houses .  E a r l y  Modern f r i n g e  b e l t  developed on Turnpike 
Road w i t h  e t h n i c  c e m e t e r i e s  and o r i g i n a l  hangar a t  Turners  F a l l s  
a i r p o r t  . 
P r e s e n t  development most obvious  from G r e e n f i e l d  i n  Montague C i t y  
a long  Main S t r e e t  w i t h  g r a d u a l  e r o s i o n  of h i s t o r i c  c a n a l  v i l l a g e .  
Both Turners  F a l l s  and Millers  F a l l s  r e t a i n  i n d u s t r i a l  c h a r a c t e r  
a l t h o u g h  s u f f e r  from commercial d i s t r i c t  decay ,  w i t h  s i m i l a r  d e c l i n e  
e v i d e n t  a t  Lake P l e ~ s a n t  c o t t a g e  d i s t r i c t  d e s p i t e  r e c e n t  r e n o v a t i o n  
e f f o r t s .  Montague C e n t e r  m a i n t a i n s  a u t h e n t i c  v i l l a g e  s c a l e  t o  
Sawmill  R i v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  suburban expans ion  from Amherst t h r e a t e n s  
o r i g i n a l  farmland on Tay lo r  H i l l  and a l o n g  Route 47 c o r r i d o r  t o  Sun- 
d e r  l and .  

I V .  CONTACT PERIOD (1500-1620) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

I n t e r m e d i a t e  c o r r i d o r  a l o n g  C o n n e c t i c u t  V a l l e y  f l o o d p l a i n  w i t h  
r e g i o n a l  a c c e s s  t o  T u r n e r s  F a l l s .  Pr imary  r o u t e  from Kunckwadchu 
( M t .  Toby) t o  Peskeompskut ( T u r n e r s  F a l l s )  i s  r e p o r t e d  a s  nor th - sou th  
t r a i l  f o l l o w i n g  Tay lo r  H i l l  Road t o  Sawmill  R ive r  fordway w i t h  
a l t e r n a t e  loop around Tay lo r  H i l l  a s  Sunderland-Old S tage  Road 
( P r e s s e y ,  1910,  p . 5 7 ) .  Route from Sawmill  R ive r  fordway n o r t h  t o  
F a l l s  a p p a r e n t l y  fo l lowed  Montague Road t o  F e r r y  Road w i t h  p robab le  
c r o s s i n g  of C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  a t  The Narrows t o  R i v e r s i d e  ( G i l l ) .  
A l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  i s  s u s p e c t e d  n o r t h  a c r o s s  Montague P l a i n  f r o m  Old 
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N o r t h f i e l d  Road w i t h  l i k e l y  c r o s s i n g  of Millers River  from E a s t  
Minera l  H i l l  Road. A l t e r n a t e  n o r t h - s o u t h  t r a i l  i s  r e p o r t e d  a long  
Sawmill  R ive r  v a l l e y  from Harvey H i l l  a s  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  Road t o  
F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  (Route 63) w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  around Lake P l e a s a n t  
l i k e l y  t o  Montague P l a i n  and M i n e r a l  H i l l  fordway ( i b i d .  p . 8 1 ) .  
Eas t -west  t r a i l s  th rough  h i g h l a n d s  p o s s i b l e  a s  C h e s t n u t  H i l l  Road 
t o  Catamount Swamp (Montague S t a t e  F o r e s t )  w i t h  secondary  l i n k s  
p o s s i b l e  t o  P i n e  H i l l  a l o n g  Hannegan and Goddard Brook. 

B.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

There were no c l e a r l y  documented n a t i v e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s i tes .  
However, t h e  p r e s e n c e  of two e x c e l l e n t  f i s h i n g  l o c a t i o n s  and a  
number of unda ted ,  Woodland and p o s s i b l e  p e r i o d  s i tes  s u g g e s t s  
n a t i v e  s e t t l e m e n t  was e x t e n s i v e .  P e r i o d  occupa t ion  probably  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  T u r n e r ' s  and Mi l le r ' s  F a l l s ,  and t h e  a d j o i n i n g  
f l o o d p l a i n  t e r r a c e ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
f l o o d p l a i n ,  Montague p l a i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Lake 
P l e a s a n t ,  and t h e  lowlands  which i s  t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of Montague. 
H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s  i s  r e p u t e d  t o  have been t h e  s i t e  of 
t h e  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  of "Peskeomskut" ( P r e s s e y  1910 : 5 2 )  . Large 
q u a n t i t i e s  of undated  and Woodland p e r i o d  a r t i f c a t s  have been 
recovered  from T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s  and t h e  banks 
of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  Montague p l a i n  has  been t h e  s i t e  of 
e x t e n s i v e  f i n d s  of undated  n a t i v e  m a t e r i a l .  S e v e r a l  undated  n a t i v e  
b u r i a l s  w e r e  u n e a r t h e d  n o r t h  of Lake P l e a s a n t .  A Middle Woodland 
p e r i o d  h u n t i n g / g a t h e r i n g  s i t e  was s i t u a t e d  a t  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  
base  of W i l l s  H i l l .  A d d i t i o n a l  e v i d e n c e  of Woodland p e r i o d  occu- 
p a t i o n  occur red  s o u t h  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Montague i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
t h e  w e s t e r n  base  o f  Harvey H i l l  and n o r t h  of Sawmill  R i v e r .  

C .  S u b s i s t e n c e  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  p l a n t i n g  f i e l d s  p r o b a b l y  were e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  
town ' s  w e s t e r n  and n o r t h e r n  f l o o d p l a i n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  between t h e  
mouth of Cranber ry  Brook and t h e  Boston and Main R a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g  
over  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s  and t h e  
p l a i n s  w e s t  of W e s t  Minera l  H i l l .  T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s , a n d  t o  a  lesser 
d e g r e e  M i l l e r ' s  F a l l s ,  w e r e  r e g i o n a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  n a t i v e  f i s h i n g  
s i t e s .  I n  t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ,  l a r g e  numbers of n a t i v e s  congregated  
a t  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  a n n u a l  s p r i n g  spawning r u n s  of t h e  
salmon and shad.  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  Montague was a n  e x c e l l e n t  s i t e  f o r  
w i l d  game such a s  b e a r ,  d e e r ,  moose, and wolves (Barber  1839: 263) . 
D.  Obse rva t ions :  - 

Montague was p robab ly  t h e  s i t e  of one of t h e  l a r g e s t  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  
s e t t l e m e n t s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  
River  Va l l ey  s t u d y  u n i t .  The town ' s  p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  major  n a t i v e  
s e t t l e m e n t  of Pocumtuck ( D e e r f i e l d )  s u g g e s t s  n a t i v e  a s s o c i a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  Pocumtucks. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  one secondary  s o u r c e  sugges ted  
Montague f e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of b o t h  t h e  Pocumtucks and t h e  
Norwottucks c e n t e r e d  i n  Northampton and Hadley. The town should  
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have e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  of a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  of p e r i o d  
occupa t ion .  P e r i o d  s i t e s  most l i k e l y  s u r v i v e  on t h e  Connec t i cu t  
River  F l o o d p l a i n ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of Turners  and M i l l e r s  F a l l s ,  
Montague P l a i n ,  Lake P l e a s a n t / G r e e n  Pond and t h e  lowlands f l a n k e d  
by Tay lo r  and Harvey H i l l s .  The banks of t h e  Connec t i cu t  River  
should  be moni tored  p e r i o d i c a l l y  f o r  e r o d i n g  p e r i o d  s i tes .  

PLANTATION PERIOD (1620-1675) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Nat ive  t r a i l s  remained a s  r e g i o n a l  routeways ,  w i t h  improvement of 
Tay lo r  H i l l  p a t h  t o  Sawmill  R ive r  from Swampfield (Sunder land)  w i t h  
c o n n e c t i o n s  a c r o s s  Montague P l a i n  l i k e l y  a s  Old N o r t h f i e l d  Road t o  
Millers River  fordway a t  Minera l  H i l l .  

B. - P o p u l a t i o n :  

Montague p robab ly  main ta ined  a  l a r g e  n a t i v e  p e r i o d  p o p u l a t i o n .  The 
a r e a  l a c k e d  a  c o l o n i a l  p o p u l a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Na t ive  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n s  appeared  t o  remain e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same 
a s  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  C o n t a c t  p e r i o d  s e c t i o n  th roughou t  most of 
t h i s  p e r i o d .  However, t h e  Mohawk a t t a c k  of Pocumtuck t e r r i t o r y  i n  
c.1664 a p p e a r s  t o  have r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of a  number of 
Pocumtuck v i l l a g e s  i n c l u d i n g  those of Peskesmskut (Turner  ' s F a l l s )  
and Carroheagan (Montague C i t y )  ( P r e s s e y  1910: 57) . A p i t c h e d  
b a t t l e  between Pocumtuck and Mohawk f o r c e s  r e p u t e d l y  took p l a c e  on 
" P i n e  H i l l "  p robab ly  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of Mi l le r ' s  F a l l s .  

D. Economic Base: 

Na t ive  s u b s i s t e n c e  p a t t e r n s  w e r e  p robab ly  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  of t h e  
p r e c e d i n g  p e r i o d .  Trade was undoubtedly  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  E n g l i s h  
s e t t l e m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  D e e r f i e l d ,  
H a t f i e l d ,  Northampton and  Hadley. The c o l o n i a l  r e s i d e n t s  of 
Sunder land may have done some h u n t i n g  and f i s h i n g  i n  Montague. 

E .  Obse rva t ions :  

The Mohawk a t t a c k  on Pocumtuck t e r r i t o r y  p robab ly  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  
s e r i o u s  d e p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e  community s i t u a t e d  i n  Montague. 
I t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h e  n a t i v e  community e v e r  r ecovered  from t h i s  
a t t a c k .  

V I  . COLONIAL PERIOD (1675-1775) 

A .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S e t t l e m e n t  of Hunting H i l l s  d i v i s i o n  (1716) from Sunder land d e f i n e d  
secondary  highway system around Tay lo r  H i l l  t o  Sawmill  R i v e r ,  
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i n c l u d i n g  l i k e l y  l o c a t i o n s  of Meadow Road, North Tay lo r  H i l l  and 
E a s t  Tay lo r  H i l l  Road. E s t a b l i s h m e n t  of meetinghouse a t  Montague 
c e n t e r  (1753) focused  r e g i o n a l  highway sys tem w i t h  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  
Sawmill  R ive r  ( 1 7 5 6 ) .  Pr imary  n o r t h - s o u t h  highway improved a s  
F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  (Route 63) t o  Lake P l e a s a n t  w i t h  connec t ions  a c r o s s  
Montague P l a i n  t o  E a s t  Minera l  H i l l  Road and improvement of Mil ler ' s  
River  fordway w i t h  b r i d g e  (1774) . Secondary e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  
th rough  h i g h l a n d s  improved a s  Dry H i l l  Road a long  Goddard Brook 
w i t h  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  Sawmill  R ive r  b r i d g e  a s  Swamp Road w i t h  a l t e r n a t e  
r o u t e  a long  M i l l e r ' s  R ive r  a s  Day H i l l  Road. Primary r o u t e  t o  
Turners  F a l l s  remained a s  Montague Road a l o n g  edge of  C o n n e c t i c u t  
meadows w i t h  l i k e l y  loop a l o n g  r i v e r  b l u f f  a s  G r e e n f i e l d  Road. 
F e r r y  s e r v i c e  t o  D e e r f i e l d  e s t a b l i s h e d  from F e r r y  Road (by 1 7 6 6 ) .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

During King P h i l i p ' s  War, Montague was i n h a b i t e d  by a  l a r g e  n a t i v e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h e  n a t i v e  war e f f o r t  i n  1676, 
t h e  a r e a ' s  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  d e c r e a s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  

I n  1765, t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  of Montague c o n s i d t e d  of 49 houses ,  
64 f a m i l i e s  and 392 i n d i v i u a l s .  By 1776,  t h e  town had undergone an  
i n c r e a s e  t o  575 i n d i v i d u a l s .  Most of t h e  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t ' s  
r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  former  i n h a b i t a n t s  of Sunder land and D e e r f i e l d .  
Smal le r  numbers emigra ted  from Hadley and G r e e n f i e l d .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n s :  

Montague a long  w i t h  D e e r f i e l d ,  G i l l  and N o r t h f i e l d  w e r e  t h e  pr imary  
l o c a t i o n s  of encampments of Pocumtuck and a l l i e d  f o r c e s  d u r i n g  King 
P h i l i p ' s  War. L o c a l l y ,  a  major  s i t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  T u r n e r ' s  
F a l l s .  I t s  n o r t h e r n  c o u n t e r p a r t  was s i t u a t e d  on t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  
of t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  i n  R i v e r s i d e  ( G i l l )  . These two v i l l a g e s  
w e r e  broken up by t h e  end of King P h i l i p ' s  War. Some n a t i v e  
occupa t ion  of t h e s e  lowlands  and t h e  wooded up lands  con t inued  through- 
o u t  t h e  l a t e r  I n d i a n  Wars of t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  and 1 8 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  

Temporary c o l o n i a l  camps may have been e s t a b l i s h e d  by r e l i e f  f o r c e s  
t r a v e l l i n g  up t o  N o r t h f i e l d  i n  September,  1675. P e r i o d  C o l o n i a l  
s e t t l e m e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  s e v e r a l  l o c a t i o n s .  The i n i t i a l  d a t e  of 
s e t t l e m e n t  i s  somewhat u n c l e a r .  Secondary s o u r c e s  s u g g e s t  it took 
p l a c e  between c. 1709 and 1716. One s o u r c e  c la imed t h e  f i r s t  homes 
w e r e  t h o s e  of lumbermen c u t t i n g  t i m b e r  f o r  Benjamin Munn's c.1716 
sawmil l .  These s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  m i l l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  
of Sawmill  Brook 's  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  Vermont R a i l r o a d .  By 
t h e  1730 ' s ,  s e t t l e m e n t  was f o c u s i n g  i n  sou thwes te rn  Montague a l o n g  
F e d e r a l  S t r e e t ,  Tay lo r  H i l l  Road and t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  F l o o d p l a i n  
immediately w e s t  of Tay lo r  H i l l .  A s e t t l e m e n t  node had developed i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  p r e s e n t  v i l l a g e  of Montague by t h e  1 7 5 0 ' s  and 
1 7 6 0 ' s .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  town 's  f i r s t  meetinghouse (Congrega t iona l )  
was begun i n  c.1753 i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of Montague V i l l a g e  on L e v e r e t t  
S t r e e t .  The s e t t l e m e n t s  f i r s t  schoolhouse  ( c .  1757) and pound ( c .  1766) 
were a l s o  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  same g e n e r a l  l o c a t i o n .  Roughly contemporary 
s e t t l e m e n t  had begun t o  expand e a s t  and n o r t h  a long  Dry H i l l  Road and 
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t h e  n o r t h e r n  p o r t i o n  of M i n e r a l  Road i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v i c i n i t y  of 
M i l l e r s  F a l l s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  By t h e  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  secondary 
s e t t l e m e n t  nodes had developed a t  t h e s e  two l o c a t i o n s .  A t  l e a s t  
two s m a l l  f o r t i f i e d  complexes w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1750 ' s  
t o  p r o t e c t  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  from n a t i v e  a t t a c k .  

D .  Economic Base: 

N a t i v e s  con t inued  t o  f i s h  a t  T u r n e r ' s  F a l l s  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  
and p r o b a b l y  w e l l  i n t o  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y .  Na t ive  hun t ing  occur red  
th roughou t  Montague's e a s t e r n  up lands  u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  t h e  mid-18th 
c e n t u r y .  

The pr imary  o c c u p a t i o n s  of t h e  town ' s  c o l o n i a l  occupants  w e r e  c r o p  
and l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c t i o n  and lumbering.  Local  c r o p s  w e r e  s e n t  down 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  t o  H a r t f o r d  i n  exchange f o r  manufactured goods 
d u r i n g  t h e  summer w h i l e  t h e y  were s e n t  e a s t  t o  Boston i n  r e t u r n  f o r  
f o r e i g n  p r o d u c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  Montague t imber  was sh ipped  t o  
Northampton on a t  l e a s t  one o c c a s i o n  ( P r e s s e y  1910:147).  Local  
i n d u s t r i a l  development  was modest.  The town ' s  f i r s t  m i l l  was t h e  
previous ly-ment ioned c.1716 sawmil l  b u i l t  by Benjamin Munn and 
o t h e r s  on Sawmill  R ive r .  A s h o r t  t i m e  l a t e r  a  g r i s t m i l l  was e r e c t e d  
n o t  f a r  from t h e  sawmil l .  Montague r e s i d e n t s  and t r a v e l l e r s  w e r e  
s e r v e d  by a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  t a v e r n / i n n s  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  
The f i r s t  t a v e r n  a p p e a r s  t o  be Gunn's Tavern e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  c.1726 
s o u t h  of Montague V i l l a g e  on Sunder land Road n o t  f a r  from i t s  
j u n c t i o n  w i t h  Nor th  L e v e r e t t  Road. R o o t ' s  Tavern s i t u a t e d  on t h e  
s o u t h e r n  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  v i l l a g e  of Montague was i n  o p e r a t i o n  p r i o r  
t o  c .  1753. I n  1773, E l i p h a l e t  A l l i s  was l i c e n s e d  t o  s e l l  l i q u o r .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  Approximately a  dozen houses  and c o t t a g e s  of  t h e  
p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  Montague. Tha t  number i s  somewhat g r e a t e r  than  
i s  t y p i c a l  of  F r a n k l i n  County towns and r e f l e c t s  more c l o s e l y  t h e  
number of 18 th -cen tu ry  houses  s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  lower v a l l e y  towns. 
Houses and c o t t a g e s  appear  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  approximate ly  e q u a l  numbers; 
f o r  b o t h ,  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  predominated.  Only one doub le  
i n t e r i o r  chimney, c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n  house was obse rved .  Among t h e  
houses  i n v e n t o r i e d  i n  t h e  town a r e  s e v e r a l  d a t e d  t o  t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  
b u t  e x h i b i t i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of much l a t e r  s t y l e s  ( e . g . ,  t h e  Greek 
Rev iva l  Clapp Homestead, 1 7 5 4 ) .  I f  t h e  d a t e s  have any v e r a c i t y ,  t h e n  
s u b s t a n t i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  and a d d i t i o n s  were b e i n g  made t o  Montague's 
C o l o n i a l  houses  i n  t h e  mid-19th c e n t u r y .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  houses 
of much l a t e r  appearance ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  C o l o n i a l  houses  i n  
Montague d a t e d  t o  t h e  1720s and 1730s ,  t h e  p e r i o d  of e a r l i e s t  
s e t t l e m e n t .  S t y l i s t i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  s u g g e s t ,  however, t h a t  most of 
t h e  town ' s  18 th -cen tu ry  houses  d a t e  from t h e  1750s through 1770s.  
F e a t u r e s  such a s  r e g u l a r l y  spaced f i v e  bay f r o n t s  w i t h  c e n t e r  
e n t r a n c e s  and two room d e p t h  s u g g e s t  t h e  l a t e r  C o l o n i a l  p e r i o d .  A t  
l e a s t  one house (on Highland Avenue) i n c o r p o r a t e s  a n  i n t e g r a l  l ean- to .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The town ' s  f i r s t  meet inghouse ,  f o r  which t h e  dimen- 
s i o n s  a r e  unknown, was b u i l t  i n  1752 and demolished i n  1834. I n  
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1767, a  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  was formed i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  B a p t i s t s  i n  
L e v e r e t t .  Although l i t t l e  i s  known a b o u t  t h e  town ' s  meetinghouse,  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  f i r s t  schoo lhouse ,  b u i l t  i n  1757, i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  1 6 '  x  1 8 '  was c o n s t r u c t e d  of  "hewed o r  sawed l o g s "  ( S y l v e s t e r  
1879: 629) r a t h e r  t h a n  framed. P o r t i o n s  of t h e  town 's  second 
schoo lhouse ,  an  1 8 '  x  1 7 '  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1766, a r e  s a i d  t o  s u r v i v e  
i n  t h e  b a r n  of t h e  S t i c k  S t y l e  Cobb House. 

Commercial: P robab ly  t h e  f i n e s t  C o l o n i a l  s t r u c t u r e  s t i l l  s t a n d i n g  
i n  t h e  town i s  t h e  Root Tavern a t  Montague C e n t e r ,  d a t e d  1739. A 
c e n t e r  chimney s t r u c t u r e  t h r e e  bays wide by two deep ,  t h e  t a v e r n  i s  
n o t a b l e  f o r  i t s  two-s tory  one-bay-wide s i d e  e l l  and f o r  i t s  broken 
s c r o l l  pediment e n t r a n c e  su r round ,  a  1930s r e s t o r a t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  Root Tavern ,  a s  many a s  t h r e e  o t h e r  t a v e r n s  o p e r a t e d  i n  t h e  
town i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

F .  Observa t ions :  
7 

Montague was one of t h e  nor the rnmos t  c o l o n i a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  River  V a l l e y  s t u d y  u n i t  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  Research 
should  de te rmine  why t h i s  community i n  such a n  exposed p o s i t i o n  
emerged from t h e  I n d i a n  Wars of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  r e l a t i v e l y  unsca thed ,  
The town was one of t h e  p o o r e r  r i v e r  towns w i t h i n  t h e  s t u d y  u n i t .  
Montague 's  B a p t i s t  p o p u l a t i o n  was p a r t  oa  a  s u b - r e g i o n a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  
of B a p t i s t s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h i s  town, L e v e r e t t  and p o s s i b l y  Sunder land.  
Those a r e a s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  l i k e l i h o o d  of e x t a n t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
ev idence  of p e r i o d  s e t t l e m e n t  i n c l u d e  t h e  southernmost  p o r t i o n  of t h e  
C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  F l o o d p l a i n ,  Tay lo r  H i l l ,  t h e  lowlands between Tay lo r  
and Harvey H i l l s ,  Dry H i l l  Road and W e s t  and E a s t  Minera l  H i l l .  

V I I .  FEDERAL PERIOD (1775-1830) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

S i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  t r a n s p o r t  c o r r i d o r  w i t h  
Upper Locks and Canal  (1792-98) from T u r n e r s  F a l l s  t o  Montague C i t y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  p o r t i o n s  of  o r i g i n a l  c a n a l  bed i n t a c t  a l o n g  Popular-Sherman 
Avenue. Re la ted  improvement of e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  from Montague C i t y  
w i t h  F i f t h  Massachuse t t s  Turnpike  (1799) t o  Millers F a l l s  (Turnpike  
Road) and opening of C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  b r i d g e  t o  G r e e n f i e l d  (1802) 
from Main S t r e e t .  Loca l  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  improved a l o n g  F e d e r a l  
S t r e e t  (Route 63) from Montague Cen te r  t o  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  w i t h  secon- 
d a r y  c o n n e c t i o n s  a c r o s s  Montague P l a i n .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

Montague's p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  from 575 i n  1776 t o  1152 i n  1830, an 
o v e r a l l  r ise f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  of 100%. Perhaps  a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  
opening of t h e  c a n a l ,  i n  1800 t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  momentari ly peaked a t  
1 ,222 -- p o s s i b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  temporary l o c a t i o n  h e r e  of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  workers .  
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C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

C i v i c  f o c u s  remained a t  Montague C e n t e r  w i t h  pr imary  farming d i s t r i c t  
on Tay lo r  H i l l  t o  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  meadows. Adjacen t  economic 
a c t i v i t i e s  c e n t e r e d  on Saw M i l l  R ive r  w i t h  p o s t r o a d  c o r r i d o r  and 
t a v e r n  a l o n g  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  (Route 63) . Attempted development of 
C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  p lanned s e t t l e m e n t  a t  Montague 
C i t y  (1794) by German-Dutch i n t e r e s t s  around Upper Locks and Canal 
t o  Turners  F a l l s ,  f a i l e d  w i t h i n  t h e  decade  (Hol land ,  11, 1855, p.397;  
S y l v e s t e r ,  1879, 11, p . 6 2 7 ) .  

D .  Economic Base: 

Predominant ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b a s e ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t  sawmil ls  e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  by 1790. S u b s t a n t i a l  lumber t r a f f i c  b o t h  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  
Montague and t r a n s p o r t e d  around t h e  F a l l s  v i a  t h e  " G r e a t  Car ry ing  
P l a c e "  a c r o s s  Montague P l a i n .  Route through Grouts  Corners  ( M i l l e r s  
F a l l s )  became i m p o r t  c a t t l e  r o a d  t o  Boston. 

P r o p r i e t o r s  of Locks and Cana l s  on C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  formed 1790 
t o  b u i l d  c a n a l s  a round South  Hadley and Turners  F a l l s .  S u b s t a n t i a l  
inves tment  made by Dutch c a p i t a l i s t s ,  who i n  en thus iasm f o r  t h e  
p r o j e c t ,  p lanned a  manufac tu r ing  and commercial c i t y  a t  t h e  o u t l e t  
of t h e  c a n a l  a t  Montague C i t y .  The Dutch a p p a r e n t l y  e n v i s i o n e d  a  
g r e a t  commercial c i t y ,  f i x e d  a t  t h e  head of deep-water n a v i g a t i o n  -- 
"another Tyre o r  Bagdad," a s  Edward P r e s s e y  wro te  i n  1910. 

I unders tand  [that t h e  p l a n  f o r  Montague c i ty]  was 
something m a g n i f i c e n t  i n  d imensions ;  w e  can  
imagine it w i t h  g r e a t  s t o n e  p i e r s  a long  t h e  r i v e r  
from B a r d w e l l ' s  l a n d i n g  t o  G r e e n f i e l d  b r i d g e  f o r  
hand l ing  wares from e v e r y  p a r t  of t h e  world.  W e  
may imagine t h e  p romontor ies  j u t t i n g  o u t  from t h e  
h i g h  p l a i n  adorned w i t h  b e a u t i f u l  f a c a d e s  of 
c o l l e g e s  and s p i r e s  of c a t h e d r a l s ,  and t h e  meadows, 
t o  I n d i a n  Dam, t h r e a d e d  w i t h  s treets  and swarming 
w i t h  men, and m i l e s  of f a c t o r i e s  up t h e  s e r p e n t i n e  
banks of  t h e  r i v e r .  H e r e  w e  c a n  p i c t u r e  men coming 
t o  g r e a t  commercial houses  f o r  t h e i r  a n n u a l  c o n t r a c t s  
of goods ,  from t h e  n o r t h e r n  v a l l e y s ,  from t h e  Green 
Mountains,  t h e  White Mountains,  and t h e  B e r k s h i r e s .  ... 
( P r e s s e y ,  p .  234) 

The c a n a l  was completed i n  1800 by t h e  P r o p r i e t o r s  of  t h e  Upper 
Locks and Canals  on C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r ,  b u t  commercial p r o s p e r i t y  
e luded Montague C i t y .  Much of t h e  expec ted  t r a d e  was c a p t u r e d  by 
Cheapside a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  

The c a n a l  was d e s i g n e d  by Benjamin P r e s c o t t  of Northampton ( l a t e r  
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Armory).  I n  l e n g t h  it was 2-1/2 
m i l e s ,  1 4  f e e t  i n  w i d t h ,  w i t h  75 f e e t  of lockage  accomplished by 
t e n  l o c k s .  A second dam and lock  downstream from t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  of 
t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  and M i l l e r  Rivers  r a i s e d  t h e  wa te r  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  
t h e  b o a t s  cou ld  n a v i g a t e  t h e  French King r a p i d s .  
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E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A t  l e a s t  two dozen houses  and c o t t a g e s  of t h e  F e d e r a l  
p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  town. Many of t h e s e  a r e  l o c a t e d  a t  Montague 
Cen te r  w i t h  t h e  remainder  s c a t t e r e d  a l o n g  o u t l y i n g  r o a d s  i n  r u r a l  
s e t t i n g s .  A wide r a n g e  of houses ,  from s u b s t a n t i a l ,  s t y l i s h  houses 
of  b r i c k  t o  s imple  f rame c o t t a g e s ,  i s  p r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  Of 
s p e c i a l  n o t e  i s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  and u s e  o f  l o c a l  b r i c k ,  which 
became widespread i n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  double 
i n t e r i o r  chimney c e n t e r  h a l l  p l a n s  predominated f o r  two-story houses  
w h i l e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c e n t e r  chimney p l a n  remained common f o r  
c o t t a g e s .  The most  s u b s t a n t i a l  houses d a t e  around 1800 and i n c l u d e  
an  end chimney, f i v e  by t h r e e  bay b r i c k  house of c.1805 and a  double  
chimney house w i t h  P a l l a d i a n  window of c.1800. A l s o  of n o t e  i s  a n  
1821 b r i c k  c o t t a g e  w i t h  end chimneys. P e r i o d  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  noted  
on Montague, G r e e n f i e l d ,  Tay lo r  H i l l  and Meadow Roads and F e d e r a l  
S t r e e t .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  There was l i t t l e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  growth u n t i l  a f t e r  
1800. I n  1791, t h e  town ' s  B a p t i s t  S o c i e t y  became i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  
L e v e r e t t ' s .  A s m a l l  group of  E p i s c o p a l i a n s  o rgan ized  i n  1816, b u t  
never  ach ieved  s u f f i c i e n t  numbers t o  w a r r a n t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  
church .  A t  t h e  v e r y  end of t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n  1828,  a  U n i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  
was o r g a n i z e d .  Seven schoolhouses  s t o o d  i n  t h e  town a t  t h e  end of 
t h e  p e r i o d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  on ly  known e x t a n t  F e d e r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  Schoo l  (1821) . The b u i l d i n g ,  
o r i g i n a l l y  two s t o r i e s  w i t h  a  s i d e  e n t e r e d  p l a n  and dimensions of 
f o u r  bays by two b a y s ,  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  h igh  q u a l i t y  of i t s  
masonry w i t h  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  a  d i a p e r e d  p a t t e r n .  

I n d u s t r i a l :  The Dyke M i l l  ( c a . 1 8 1 5 ) ,  a  two-and-a-half s t o r y  
s h i n g l e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g  i n v e n t o r i e d  
f o r  t h e  p e r i o d .  I n  i t s  p r e s e n t  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  t h e  m i l l  p robably  
r e f l e c t s  l a t e r  b u i l d s  r e l a t e d  t o  i t s  u s e s  a s  a  c h a i r  f a c t o r y  and 
p l a n i n g  m i l l .  

V I I I  . EARLY INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (18 30-187 0) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Abandonment of  Upper Locks c a n a l  t o  Montague C i t y  (1845) and 
s i g n i f i c a n t  improvement of r e g i o n a l  c o r r i d o r s  w i t h  m a i n l i n e  
r a i l r o a d  l o c a t i o n s  t o  Millers F a l l s .  Primary e a s t - w e s t  r o u t e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  F i t c h b u r g  (Boston and Maine) a l o n g  s o u t h  bank of 
Mil ler ' s  R i v e r  gorge  (1848) t o  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  w i t h  e x t e n s i o n  t o  
G r e e n f i e l d  a s  Massachuse t t s  and Vermont (1851) w i t h  r o u t e  loop ing  
s o u t h  t o  Sawmill  R ive r  and Montague d e p o t  a l o n g  Hannegan Brook and 
Lake P l e a s a n t  i n c l u d i n g  b r i d g e  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  t o  E a s t  
D e e r f i e l d .  North-south r a i l r o a d  from Arnherst t o  Millers F a l l s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  N e w  London and Nor thern  (1855) a long  edge of 
h igh land  f r o n t  w i t h  Montague d e p o t  a t  Sawmill  R ive r .  Development 
of T u r n e r s  F a l l s  by F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  r e q u i r e d  branch l i n e  from 
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G r e e n f i e l d  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  t o  Montague C i t y  and Turners  
F a l l s  (1868) , now abandoned a l o n g  power c a n a l .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I n  t h e  E a r l y  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  Montague showed an o v e r a l l  growth 
r a t e  of  93%,  t h i r d  h i g h e s t  i n  t h e  county .  Over h a l f  of t h i s  r i se ,  
however, was t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  sudden e x p l o s i o n  of Turners  F a l l s  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1865-70, though t h e  town a l s o  made s u b s t a n t i a l  g a i n s  
i n  t h e  1840s. 

I n  1855, of t h e  56 immigrants ,  38 w e r e  born i n  I r e l a n d .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  - 

Montague c e n t e r  remained a s  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  expansion of r e s i -  
d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  t o  r a i l r o a d  d e p o t  (1851) on Saw M i l l  R ive r .  
A g r i c u l t u r e  main ta ined  a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  a long  Connec t i cu t  R ive r  
lowlands t o  Tay lo r  H i l l  w i t h  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of tobacco  grown commer- 
c i a l l y .  S i g n i f i c a n t  development of r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n  and economic 
f o c u s  a t  M i l l e r  F a l l s  w i t h  m a i n l i n e  c o n n e c t i o n s  (1848-55) focused 
a long  Main S t r e e t  expanded t o  Br idge  S t r e e t  w i t h  opening of Erving 
paper  m i l l s  ( 1868) .  I m p o r t a n t  economic expans ion  a t  Turners  F a l l s  
w i t h  p lanned development of urban c e n t e r  by Alv in  Crocker of F i t c h -  
burg  R a i l r o a d  (1866-70) a l o n g  a x i s  of Avenue A t o  i n d u s t r i a l  f a c t o r y  
d i s t r i c t  formed a l o n g  Canal  S t r e e t  w i t h  suburban r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  
on High S t r e e t  above b u s i n e s s  c e n t e r  ( S y l v e s t e r ,  1879, 11. p.627; 
Lockwood, 1926,  11, p . 7 5 6 ) .  

D. Economic Base: 

Predominant ly  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy u n t i l  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  C i v i l  War 
when b o t h  Millers F a l l s  and T u r n e r s  F a l l s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  major  manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  c e n t e r s .  

John Alvah Crocker ,  p a p e r  and r a i l r o a d  magnate of F i t c h b u r g ,  was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  development of  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  and t h e  F i t c h b u r g  
R a i l r o a d .  But t h e  main l i n e  of  t h e  r o a d ,  a s  completed i n  1848, r a n  
w e s t  o n l y  a s  f a r  a s  Grou t s  Corners  (Millers F a l l s ) ,  b e f o r e  t u r n i n g  
n o r t h  toward Vermont. According t o  Cracker's p l a n ,  P r e s s e y  wro te ,  
Grou t s  Corner  -- n o t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  -- would have been t h e  c e n t e r  of 
g r e a t  manufac tu r ing  community, i n c l u d i n g  N o r t h f i e l d  Farms, F a c t o r y  
V i l l a g e  ( G r e e n f i e l d ) ,  Montague C i t y ,  Montague C e n t e r ,  and F a r l e y  
( i n  Wendell and E r v i n g ) .  But Crocker  was d i s t r a c t e d  from h i s  scheme 

by G r e e n f i e l d  men who f o i s t e d  on Crocker  t h e  Troy & G r e e n f i e l d  
R a i l r o a d  and t h e  Hoosac Tunnel.  Wrote P r e s s e y  i n  1910 i n  t r u e  
p a r t i s a n  s p i r i t :  

Here i s  something more t h a n  a  t empes t  i n  a  t e a p o t .  
W e  s e e  h e r e  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  of two opposing v i s i o n s  
of tremendous consequences t o  t h e  whole of N e w  
England whichever  way it was dec ided .  W e  know 
t h a t  G r e e n f i e l d  won, d e f e a t e d  Montague ( a t  l e a s t  
f o r  a  hundred y e a r s ) ,  used up and broke  Colone l  
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l o c a t i o n s .  Of s p e c i a l  n o t e  a r e  a  group of  s i d e h a l l  Greek Rev iva l  
c o t t a g e s  a t  Montague C i t y ,  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e i r  h igh  q u a l i t y  
d e t a i l i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  f r e t w o r k  e n t r a n c e  su r rounds .  Approximately a  
ha l f -dozen examples,  p o s s i b l y  t h e  work of a  s i n g l e  b u i l d e r ,  were 
no ted .  Other  o u t s t a n d i n g  houses  of  t h e  p e r i o d  i n c l u d e  t h e  temple 
f r o n t  Ward House (1847) , t h e  Root House (ca.1860) , a n  asymmetr ica l  
p l a n  I t a l i a n a t e  house w i t h  deep overhanging e a v e s  and t h e  i n t a c t  
row of 1856 s i d e h a l l  p l a n  Greek Rev iva l  workers '  hous ing on Union 
S t r e e t  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s .  Other  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  b r i c k  s i n g l e  f ami ly  
houses  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  and Second Empire s t y l e s  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  
Turners  F a l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  1860s a l o n g  w i t h  a  n o t a b l e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 
vernacular -Greek R e v i v a l  and I t a l i a n a t e  b r i c k  workers  hous ing.  
The g e n e r a l i z e d  and widespread u s e  of b r i c k  d u r i n g  t h e  E a r l y  
I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  i s  an  e x c e p t i o n a l  f e a t u r e  of t h e  town 's  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  The most  o u t s t a n d i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  of p e r i o d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g s  i s  l o c a t e d  a t  Montague C e n t e r .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  F i r s t  
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church (1834,  Henry and Zebina T a y l o r ,  b u i l d e r s )  and 
t h e  Town H a l l  ( 1 8 5 8 ) ,  which s t a n d  o p p o s i t e  e a c h  o t h e r  a t  t h e  c e n t e r ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  The Grange (1835; o r i g i n a l l y  U n i t a r i a n  c h u r c h ? ) ,  Masonic 
H a l l  ( 1 8 5 5 ) ,  and Main S t r e e t  School  ( 1 8 5 5 ) .  Of t h e s e  t h e  f i n e s t  i s  
p robab ly  t h e  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church, a  two-story b r i c k  gab led  Greek 
Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o  w i t h  pediment  and t h r e e  
s t a g e  b e l f r y  w i t h  o c t a g o n a l  s e c t i o n s  and a  dome. The c h u r c h ' s  
b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  r e c e s s e d  p o r t i c o  and domed b e l f r y  se t  it a p a r t  
from t h e  s m a l l e r ,  f rame Greek Rev iva l  meetinghouse w i t h  s t e e p l e s  t h a t  
c h a r a c t e r i z e  much o f  F r a n k l i n  County. The Town H a l l ,  two s t o r i e s  
w i t h  t r i p l e  e n t r a n c e s  and b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i s  one of t h e  most 
s u b s t a n t i a l  p u b l i c  h a l l s  i n  t h e  county .  The Grange ( s i n c e  1 8 8 7 ) ,  
p robab ly  b u i l t  by t h e  U n i t a r i a n s ,  i s  a  n o t a b l e  example o f  t h e  
r e g i o n a l l y  r a r e  Greek Revival /Gothic  Rev iva l  mode, w i t h  t r i p l e  l a n c e t  
windows a c r o s s  t h e  f a c a d e .  A l s o  a t y p i c a l  f o r  i t s  two-s tory  h e i g h t  
i s  t h e  1837 Main S t r e e t  School ;  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  it was probably  
a  two-s tory ,  g a b l e  f r o n t  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  doub le  e n t r a n c e s ,  b u t  i n  
l a t e r  u s e ,  long wings p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  gab led  s e c t i o n  
w e r e  added. 

Commerical: The b e s t  p r e s e r v e d  commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
s t a n d  a t  Montague C e n t e r .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  1838 Community S t o r e  
and a  Greek Rev iva l  s t o r e  of  c a .  1860, b o t h  two-s tory ,  c e n t e r  e n t r a n c e  
g a b l e  f r o n t  frame s t r u c t u r e s .  I f  any commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  
p e r i o d  s u r v i v e  a t  Turners  Falls, t h e y  have been a l t e r e d  s i n c e  and 
were n o t  no ted .  

I X .  LATE INDUSTRIAL PERIOD (1870-1915) 

A. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  Routes:  

Continued improvement of c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  w i t h  Connec t i cu t  
R i v e r  s u s p e n s i o n  b r i d g e s  t o  G r e e n f i e l d  (1873) and R i v e r s i d e  (1878) 
a t  G i l l ,  New York, New Haven and H a r t f o r d  branch r a i l r o a d  from E a s t  
D e e r f i e l d  (1881) w i t h  o r i g i n a l  t r u s s  b r i d g e  s t i l l  i n t a c t  a s  o l d e s t  
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s u r v i v i n g  span a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r .  Expansion of l o c a l  t r a n s i t  
s e r v i c e  from G r e e n f i e l d  w i t h  e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  r o u t e  t o  Turners  F a l l s  
(1895) a long  Montague C i t y  Road t o  Avenue A.  L a t e r  e x t e n s i o n  of 
system i n c l u d e d  i n t e r u r b a n  l i n e  a c r o s s  Montague P l a i n s  t o  Lake 
P l e a s a n t  w i t h  branch r o u t e  t o  Montague d e p o t  and M i l l e r  F a l l s  a long  
Pond Road, i n c l u d i n g  p o r t i o n s  of o r i g i n a l  roadbed s t i l l  i n t a c t  a s  
power t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e s .  

B. P o p u l a t i o n :  

I n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d ,  Montague's p o p u l a t i o n  had t h e  h i g h e s t  
growth r a t e ,  256.3%, of  any town i n  t h e  coun ty ,  though most of t h i s  
growth o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  boom p e r i o d  of  T u r n e r s  F a l l s ,  1870-90, when 
t h e  town grew on average  by o v e r  200 p e r s o n s  a  y e a r .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  
' 90s ,  t h e  town w i t n e s s e d  a  sudden h a l t  t o  t h i s  growth,  and though 
t h e  town r e c o v e r e d  some of  t h i s  growth r a t e  i n  1900-05 and 1910-15, 
t h e  t o w n ' s  major  p e r i o d  of growth had passed .  By 1915, w i t h  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  a t  7 ,925 ,  Montague was t h e  second l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  
coun ty ,  a f  te r  G r e e n f i e l d .  

I n  t h e  L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  Montague developed a  l a r g e  fo re ign-born  
p o p u l a t i o n .  I n  1880, 31.9% of t h e  town p o p u l a t i o n  was of f o r e i g n  
b i r t h ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  immigrant  r a t i o  i n  t h e  county .  Of t h e  new i m m i -  
g r a n t s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  number w e r e  from Canada ( 4 0 % )  and I r e l a n d  ( 2 8 . 6 % ) ,  
b u t  t h e  town1 s German c u t l e r y  community ( 1 8 % )  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  county I s  

l a r g e s t  number of r e s i d e n t s  from t h a t  c o u n t r y .  By 1915 P o l e s  and 
A u s t r i a n s  w e r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  immigrant g roups .  The fo rmer ,  38% of 
t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  was much t h e  l a r g e s t  number of n a t i v e s  of Poland i n  
t h e  county .  

C .  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Continued expans ion  of T u r n e r s  F a l l s  a s  pr imary  urban c e n t e r  w i t h  
b r i c k  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  f o r m a t i o n  a l o n g  Avenue A and Holyoke s t y l e  
tenement  d i s t r i c t  a long  c r o s s  a x i s  of  F i f t h  S t r e e t  from power c a n a l s  
t o  b a s e  o f  h i g h l a n d  p l a t e a u .  Suburban expans ion  developed a long  
t r o l l e y  r o u t e s  (1895) t o  a f f l u e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  around Crocker 
Avenue and Montague Road w i t h  f o r m a t i o n  of c i v i c  c e n t e r  s o u t h  of 
b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a t  Seventh  S t r e e t  and Avenue A.  Secondary expansion 
from Turners  F a l l s  developed a long  Montague C i t y  Road t o  G r e e n f i e l d  
b r i d g e .  P a r a l l e l  growth o c c u r r e d  a t  M i l l e r  F a l l s  a t  more modest 
s c a l e  w i t h  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a l o n g  Main S t r e e t  and suburban a r e a s  on 
h i g h l a n d s  a t  Sou th  P r o s p e c t  and Grand Avenue. Development of r u r a l  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  f o c u s  a t  Lake P l e a s a n t  by F i t c h b u r g  R a i l r o a d  (1870) a s  
S p i r i t u a l i s t  camp meet ing  ground w i t h  summer c o t t a g e s .  Montague 
C e n t e r  remained a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  around town common w i t h  primary 
a g r i c u l t u r e  on C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  lowlands .  

D. Economic Base: 

E a r l i e s t  and c h i e f  among t h e  new i n d u s t r i e s  a t  Turners  F a l l s  was 
t h e  c u t l e r y  of t h e  John R u s s e l l  Manufactur ing  Company, which 
r e l o c a t e d  from G r e e n f i e l d  w i t h  a d r a m a t i c  expans ion i n  1868-70. 
D e s p i t e  a  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  company, by 1880 it s t i l l  on ly  
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employed h a l f  of t h e  p l a n t ' s  des igned  c a p a c i t y .  Those 600 c u t l e r y  
employees made up a lmos t  h a l f  t h e  t o t a l  manufactur ing  work f o r c e  
of Montague t h a t  y e a r .  Three p a p e r  companies -- Montague Paper  ( 1 8 7 1 ) ,  
Ke i th  Paper  ( 1 8 7 4 ) ,  and T u r n e r s  F a l l s  Paper  (1879) employed a n o t h e r  
485 workers .  A l l  t h r e e  were p a r t  of an  i n t e r l o c k i n g  d i r e c t o r a t e  
i n c l u d i n g  d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  Company i t s e l f .  For  t h e  
paper  m i l l s ,  t h e  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  Company purchased t h e  wa te r  and water -  
r i g h t s  of F a l l s  R ive r  ( t h e  G r e e n f i e l d - G i l l  boundary) .  The Turner  
F a l l s  Company a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  one c o t t o n  m a n u f a c t u r e r ,  Joseph Griswold ,  
who added t o  h i s  c o t t o n  m i l l s  i n  C o l r a i n  w i t h  a  t h i r d  m i l l  i n  
T u r n e r s  F a l l s  (1879) . C l a r k  & Chapman r a n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  machine shop 
producing a  p o p u l a r  l i n e  of w a t e r  t u r b i n e s .  

I n  1875 t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  of  manufactured  p r o d u c t s  i n  Montague, l e d  by 
t h e  v a l u e  of c u t l e r y  and p a p e r ,  was $1,364,736 -- t h e  h i g h e s t  t o t a l  
of any i n  t h e  coun ty .  The town ' s  p o p u l a t i o n  r o s e  a c c o r d i n g l y  and 
a s  i n d u s t r y  a t t r a c t e d  employees from G i l l  and G r e e n f i e l d ,  suspens ion  
b r i d g e s  (1873 and 1878) were b u i l t  l i n k i n g  t h e s e  towns w i t h  Turners  
F a l l s .  I n  1872 t h e  F i t c h b u r g ,  m i r r o r i n g  t h e  C o n n e c t i c u t  River  
R a i l r o a d  i n  Bernards ton  two y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  b u i l t  a  r e s o r t  s t o p  a t  
Lake P l e a s a n t .  

Leander B a r t l e t t  had been engaged w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  Eugene i n  making 
f i s h i n g  r o d s  i n  Pelham. I n  1883 t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  was d i s s o l v e d  and 
Leander r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  home i n  Montague C i t y .  There h e  i n t e r e s t e d  
C h a r l e s  Haze l ton  and B.  N .  F a r r e n  ( F a r r e n  was p r e s i d e n t  of b o t h  t h e  
Turners  F a l l s  and Montague paper  companies,  and b o t h  F a r r e n  and 
Haze l ton  were d i r e c t o r s  of t h e  T .  F.  Company) i n  forming t h e  Montague 
C i t y  Rod Company i n  1885. I n  1889 t h e  company absorbed t h e  e a r l i e r  
Pelham concern .  

While T u r n e r s  F a l l s  grew, Montague Cen te r  l o s t  s e v e r a l  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  
G r e e n f i e l d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  E m i l  Weissbrod began manufactur ing  
w a l l e t s  ( a  South  D e e r f i e l d  s p e c i a l t y )  abou t  1870 i n  Montague, moving 
t o  G r e e n f i e l d  i n  1887. Amos Rugg, a f t e r  a  f i r e  d e s t r o y e d  h i s  Montague 
Cen te r  p l a n t  i n  1889, moved t o  G r e e n f i e l d  t h a t  y e a r .  The same f i r e  
which d e s t r o y e d  Rugg's f a c t o r y  a l s o  burned h a l f  of one s i d e  of t h e  
v i l l a g e  s t reet ,  and Montague C e n t e r ,  P r e s s e y  w r o t e ,  "never  r ecovered  
from t h e  blow" ( p .  210) . 
I n  t h e  1890s T u r n e r s  F a l l s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  expand w i t h  a  new paper  m i l l  
(Marsha l l  P a p e r ,  l a t e r  Es leeck)  , shoe  f a c t o r y  ( G .  F. L i t t l e f i e l d )  , 
and l e a t h e r e t t e  manufac tu re r  (Shawrnut Mfg. Co. ) . 
The T u r n e r s  F a l l s  Company was n o t  s low t o  p i c k  up on t h e  hydro- 
e lec t r ic  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  c a n a l ,  and i n  1904 t h e  f i r m  extended t h e  
o r i g i n a l  c a n a l  1,000 f e e t  t o  a  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  p l a n t  on t h e  s h o r e  of  
t h e  Connec t i cu t .  Soon a f t e r  t h e  c a n a l  was ex tended ,  Cabot i n t e r e s t s  
i n  Boston became a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Crockers  i n  t h e  Company, and i n  
1914-15 a  new dam was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  and t h e  c a n a l  was widened from 
50 f e e t  t o  130 f e e t ,  e x t e n d i n g  it two m i l e s  a l o n g  t h e  Connec t i cu t  
R ive r  t o  a  n a t u r a l  power s i t e .  Completion of t h e  new Cabot  S t a t i o n  
i n  1915 ( ? )  gave t h e  company t h e  l a r g e s t  h y d r o - e l e c t r i c  p r o d u c t i o n  
i n  t h e  v a l l e y .  
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I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  Turners  F a l l s  Company had c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n  1914 
w i t h  a  major  d i s t r i b u t o r  of  i t s  power, t h e  Amherst Power Company a s  
t h e  Turners  F a l l s  Power and E l e c t r i c  Company. The McLane S i l k  
Company, formed by t h e  former  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of t h e  W i l l i a m  Sk inner  
p l a n t  i n  Holyoke, b u i l t  a  p l a n t  i n  1914 a l o n g  t h e  new c a n a l .  

E .  A r c h i t e c t u r e  : 

R e s i d e n t i a l :  The L a t e  I n d u s t r i a l  p e r i o d  was one of g r e a t  expans ion 
i n  Montague, w i t h  r a p i d  growth o c c u r r i n g  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s .  More 
modest growth took p l a c e  a t  Montague C e n t e r  and Millers F a l l s .  A t  
Turners  F a l l s ,  d i s t i n c t  neighborhoods of m u l t i p l e - f a m i l y  workers  and 
s i n g l e - f a m i l y  w h i t e  c o l l a r  hous ing were c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  by t h e  end 
of t h e  p e r i o d .  Workers '  hous ing was c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  f l o o d p l a i n  
a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  w h i l e  expens ive  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  
houses  were l o c a t e d  above t h e  v i l l a g e  t o  t h e  s o u t h ,  a long  Crocker 
Avenue. A g r e a t  many houses  of a l l  t y p e s  were c o n s t r u c t e d  of l o c a l  
b r i c k .  F o r  workers '  h o u s i n g ,  two-and-a-half and t h r e e - s t o r y  b r i c k  
tenements  were b u i l t  i n  some numbers. Most i n c o r p o r a t e  f l a t  r o o f s  
and v e r y  s i m p l e  P a n e l  B r i c k  s t y l i n g .  Frame tenement  rows and double 
houses w i t h  s i m p l e  Queen Anne s t y l i n g  w e r e  a l s o  common. Areas  b u i l t  
up w i t h  workers '  hous ing i n c l u d e  J ,  7 t h  and Canal  S t r e e t s .  To t h e  
s o u t h ,  a l o n g  Montague and Millers F a l l s  Roads, l a r g e  numbers o f  
s i d e h a l l  p a l n  l a t e  I t a l i a n a t e ,  Second Empire and Queen Anne houses 
w e r e  b u i l t  a l o n g  w i t h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  number of b r i c k  Queen Anne 
houses and a  few S t i c k  S t y l e  houses .  The l a r g e s t  and most s t y l i s h  
houses  of t h e  p e r i o d  w e r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Crocker  Avenue 
and enjoyed long v i s t a s  a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r  t o  G r e e n f i e l d .  A s m a l l  
number of towered Queen Anne, S h i n g l e  S t y l e ,  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  and 
Craftsman houses w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  High S t r e e t  a r e a ;  some w e r e  
undoubtedly  a r c h i t e c t  d e s i g n e d .  Frame c o n s t r u c t i o n  predominated 
i n  Millers F a l l s  and Montague Cen te r  where s i g n i f i c a n t  expans ion 
a l s o  o c c u r r e d .  A t  Millers F a l l s ,  modest two and two-and-a-half 
s t o r y  S t i c k  S t y l e ,  Queen Anne and C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  houses w e r e  
b u i l t  a long  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  and Millers F a l l s  Road. Montague Cen te r  
e x h i b i t e d  an  e l i t e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  q u i t e  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e s  of T u r n e r s  and Millers F a l l s .  Large asymmetr ica l  
p l a n  Queen Anne houses  a s  w e l l  a s  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  o r  h i p  gambrel  
roofed  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  houses  were b u i l t  a long  L e v e r e t t  Road. 
There was r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a s i d e  from a  few modest 
c o t t a g e s ,  a long  t h e  town ' s  o u t l y i n g  r u r a l  roads .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  Rapid i n d u s t r i a l  growth a t  Turners  F a l l s  was accom- 
panied\  by s u b s t a n t i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  expans ion .  A number of new 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  most of them c h u r c h e s ,  w e r e  founded around 1870. These 
i n c l u d e  t h e  E n g l i s h  Method i s t  (1869) , German Method i s t  (1871) and 
S a i n t  Mary ' s  Roman C a t h o l i c  (1872) churches  and t h e  town 's  f i r s t  
h i g h  s c h o o l  (1870) a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  and a  Congrega t iona l  S o c i e t y  
(1870) a t  Millers F a l l s .  By 1879,  B a p t i s t ,  German Lutheran  and 
E n g l i s h  Congrega t iona l  S o c i e t i e s  ( t h e  l a s t  two had no churches)  
a l s o  o p e r a t e d  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s ,  a  l i b r a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n  had been 
founded (1876) and t h e r e  w e r e  18  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  town. More 
t h a n  a  h a l f  dozen churches  of  t h e  p e r i o d  s t a n d  a t  Turner  F a l l s .  Of 
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t h e s e ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  and most e l a b o r a t e  a r e  t h e  Goth ic  Rev iva l  S a i n t  
Anne's  (1885) and Romanesque R e v i v a l / V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  S a i n t  Mary's 
( 1 8 8 8 ) ,  b o t h  of  b r i c k .  E a r l y  churches  i n c l u d e  t h e  Gothic/Romanesque 
Rev iva l  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  of 1872,  des igned  by T r i s t a n  Richer  of C l i n t o n ,  
Maine, and Grace Method i s t  (1874) , a  b r i c k  Goth ic  Rev iva l  s t r u c t u r e .  
Other  churches  a r e  t h e  S t i c k  S t y l e  F i r s t  C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  Church ( 1 8 8 1 ) ,  
t h e  s h i n g l e d  Queen Anne E n g l i s h  Method i s t  Church ( c a .  1890) and t h e  
s imple  f rame G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  German Lutheran  Church ( c a .  1 8 8 5 ) ,  a f t e r  
1937, t h e  B ' r i t h  Abraham synagogue and now a  r e s i d e n c e .  A t  Millers 
F a l l s  i s  t h e  frame S t i c k  S t y l e / G o t h i c  Rev iva l  S a i n t  J o h n ' s  Roman 
C a t h o l i c  church  ( c a .  1 8 9 0 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  churches ,  s e v e r a l  
s c h o o l s  and a t  l e a s t  one f i r e  s t a t i o n  ( c a .  1900) of t h e  p e r i o d  
s t i l l  s t a n d .  Among t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  t h e  G S t r e e t  School  ( c a .  1 9 0 0 ) ,  
a  h ip - roofed  b r i c k  s q u a r e  p l a n  b u i l d i n g ,  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  S a i n t  
Anne I s  Schoo l ,  P a n e l  B r i c k  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t  School  and C o l o n i a l  Revival  
High School  ( c a .  1910) on Crocker  Avenue. The o n l y  o t h e r  major  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  Carneg ie  L i b r a r y  (1903- 
0 5 ) ,  a  one-and-a-half s t o r y  ye l low b r i c k  Beaux A r t s  C l a s s i c a l  
b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  of  which i s  unknown. 

Commercial: Almost a l l  of t h e  commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
s t a n d  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s .  These i n c l u d e  an  i n t a c t  grouping of more 
t h a n  a  dozen t h r e e - s t o r y  f l a t - r o o f e d  P a n e l  B r i c k  commercial b locks  
of t h e  1880s a l o n g  b o t h  s i d e s  of  Avenue A. Many of t h e  b u i l d i n g s  
r e t a i n  we l l -p rese rved  o r i g i n a l  s t o r e f r o n t s  and a lmos t  a l l  e x h i b i t  
v e r y  s i m i l a r  d e t a i l i n g  such  a s  c o r b e l l e d  c o r n i c e s .  Most a r e  s i x  o r  
seven bays wide and up t o  t e n  bays deep.  Of t h e s e  on ly  a  few a r e  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  n o t e ;  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Goth ic  Opera House Block,  
t h e  D a n i e l  Webster House h o t e l  (1888) and t h e  Crocker  Bank (1882, now 
G r e e n f i e l d  S a v i n g s ) .  Alvan Crocker ,  deve loper  of Turners  F a l l s ,  
owned two banks a t  t h e  F a l l s ,  t h e  Crocker  N a t i o n a l  (1872) and Crocker 
I n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  Sav ings  ( 1 8 7 3 ) .  Other  commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  
p e r i o d  a t  Millers F a l l s  a r e  t h e  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  Millers F a l l s  I n n  
( 1 8 9 7 ) ,  P a n e l  B r i c k  Ross Block ( 1 8 7 8 ) ,  Powers Block ( c a .  1885) and 
a  frame b u i l d i n g  of c a .  1915. 

I n d u s t r i a l :  Major i n d u s t r i a l  complexes w e r e  b u i l t  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  
i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  These i n c l u d e  t h e  Gr iswold  Cot ton  M i l l  ( c a .  1 8 7 9 ) ,  
Es leeck  Paper  Company ( c a .  1900) and K e i t h  Paper  Company ( c a .  1890) . 
These i n c l u d e  a  number o f  two, t h r e e  and f o u r  s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g s  
w i t h  b o t h  low g a b l e  o r  f l a t  r o o f s .  

X .  EARLY MODERN PERIOD (1915-1940) 

A.  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  - Routes:  

Gradual  abandonment of e l e c t r i c  t r o l l e y  l i n e s  w i t h  i n t e r u r b a n  r o u t e  
t o  Lake P l e a s a n t  and M i l l e r  F a l l s  (1923) and l o c a l  s e r v i c e  from 
G r e e n f i e l d  t o  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  (1934) . C o n n e c t i c u t  R ive r  Flood (1936) 
washed o u t  G r e e n f i e l d  s u s p e n s i o n ,  Montague C i t y  b r i d g e  and branch 
r a i l r o a d .  Improvement of l o c a l  highways a s  r e g i o n a l  a u t o r o u t e s  
i n c l u d i n g  secondary  n o r t h - s o u t h  a x i s  a s  Route 63 from Amherst t o  
Millers F a l l s  a l o n g  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t  and e a s t - w e s t  a x i s  a s  former 
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Route 2A from G r e e n f i e l d  t o  A t h o l  through T u r n e r s  F a l l s  a s  Montague 
C i t y  and M i l l e r s  F a l l s  Road. Improvement of  Mohawk T r a i l  a s  Route 
2 ( G i l l )  r e q u i r e d  c o n n e c t i n g  l i n k  t o  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  w i t h  monumental 
A r t  Deco b r i d g e  a c r o s s  C o n n e c t i c u t  R i v e r  ( 1 9 3 1 ) ,  s t i l l  i n t a c t .  
Turners  F a l l s  a i r p o r t  l o c a t e d  a l o n g  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  Road above Deep 
Hole w i t h  o r i g i n a l  hangar  s t i l l  i n  u s e  ( 1 9 3 4 ) .  

B.  P o p u l a t i o n :  

Although Montague made some g a i n s  i n  t h e  1920s ,  f o r  t h e  res t  of t h e  
p e r i o d ,  t h e  town l o s t  r e s i d e n t s .  I n  1940,  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  s t o o d  a t  
7,582 -- second l a r g e s t  town i n  t h e  county  a f t e r  G r e e n f i e l d .  

C.  S e t t l e m e n t  P a t t e r n :  

Limited expansion o f  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  u rban  c e n t e r  ma in ta ined  a s  suburban 
growth w i t h  a f f l u e n t  d i s t r i c t  d e f i n e d  a l o n g  R i v e r s i d e  Dr ive  above 
Connec t i cu t  and f o r m a t i o n  of f r i n g e  b e l t  of e t h n i c  c e m e t e r i e s  a long  
Turnpike  Road. Commercial a c t i v i t i e s  l o c a t e d  a long  Montague C i t y  
Road from G r e e n f i e l d  t o  Turner  F a l l s  w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n a l - h o s p i t a l  
complexes. L i t t l e  development  e v i d e n t  a t  M i l l e r s  F a l l s  w i t h  modest 
suburban expans ion  a long  West Main S t r e e t .  Montague c e n t e r  remained 
a s  l o c a l  c i v i c  f o c u s  w i t h  farming a s  pr imary  a c t i v i t y  on Connec t i cu t  
lowlands.  

D .  Economic Base: 

Turners  F a l l s  and Montague e s s e n t i a l l y  r eached  t h e  peak of t h e i r  
i n d u s t r i a l  development i n  t h e  pre-World War I p e r i o d ,  and b u t  f o r  
s e v e r a l  new i n d u s t r i a l  p l a n t s  a long  t h e  lower end of  t h e  c a n a l  i n  
T u r n e r s  F a l l s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  new i n d u s t r i a l  development h a s  
been i d e n t i f i e d .  

E . A r c h i t e c t u r e :  

R e s i d e n t i a l :  A f a i r  amount of  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  took p l a c e  
a t  Turners  F a l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  w i t h  r e s o r t  development a t  Lake 
P l e a s a n t  a l s o  o c c u r r i n g .  Large  two-and-a-half s t o r y  h i p  o r  g a b l e  
roofed  bungaloid  Craftsman houses  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  h i g h l a n d  a r e a .  
S impler  four - square  p l a n  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  houses  w i t h  pyramidal  
h i p  roof  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  a long  w i t h  a  f a i r  number 
of bungalow-l ike c o t t a g e s .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  a r e  bungalows a long  

Road toward Montague C i t y .  A t  Lake P l e a s a n t ,  one and one- 
and-a-half s t o r y  summer c o t t a g e s ,  some q u i t e  w e l l  d e t a i l e d  were b u i l t  
through t h e  1920s.  Many have been w e l l  ma in ta ined  and a r e  i n  y e a r -  
round u s e .  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l :  S e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  churches  w e r e  b u i l t  a t  Turners  F a l l s  
i n  t h e  1920s a long  w i t h  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  s c h o o l s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  
town. The churches  i n c l u d e  S a i n t  Andrew's E p i s c o p a l  ( 1 9 2 1 ) ,  a  one- 
s t o r y  s t u c c o  Craftsman s t r u c t u r e ,  and Our Lady of  Czechowska P o l i s h  
C a t h o l i c  church  ( 1 9 2 8 ) ,  a  v e r y  f i n e  b r i c k  and g r a n i t e  Gothic  Rev iva l  
s t r u c t u r e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  which i s  unknown. Schoo l s  of t h e  p e r i o d  
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i n c l u d e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  High Schoo l  a d d i t i o n s  ( c a .  1925) and t h e  
Highland School ,  a  one-s to ry  b r i c k  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  b u i l d i n g .  

Commercial: Commercial b u i l d i n g s  of t h e  1920s c o n s i s t  p r i m a r i l y  of 
one and two-s tory  c o n c r e t e  b lock  g a r a g e s  and f i l l i n g  s t a t i o n s ,  of 
which t h r e e  o r  f o u r  examples w e r e  no ted  a t  T u r n e r s  F a l l s .  Also 
d a t i n g  from t h e  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  two-s tory  b r i c k  Georgian Rev iva l  
P ioneer  Savings  Bank on Avenue A .  

X I .  SURVEY OBSERVATIONS 

I n v e n t o r y  forms have been submi t t ed  f o r  Montague C e n t e r ,  Millers 
F a l l s  and T u r n e r s  F a l l s  a r e a s .  Of t h e s e ,  t h e  on ly  forms completed 
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  i n  terms of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
a r e  t h o s e  f o r  Montague C e n t e r .  A l l  forms completed by t h e  F r a n k l i n  
County A r t s  Counc i l  l a c k  s u f f i c i e n t ,  and i n  some c a s e s ,  any ,  
h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  m i s s i n g  from n e a r l y  a l l  forms f o r  Turners  
and Millers F a l l s  a r e  d a t a  on o r i g i n a l  u s e ,  d a t e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  
and o r i g i n a l  owner. I n  g e n e r a l ,  b u i l d i n g s  surveyed i n  Turners  and 
Millers F a l l s  were e i t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r  commercial w i t h  v e r y  few 
r e s i d e n t i a l  and a lmos t  no i n d u s t r i a l  b u i l d i n g s  r e c o r d e d .  Forms 
completed f o r  Montague Cen te r  need c o r r o b o r a t i o n  on c o n s t r u c t i o n  
d a t e s  f o r  houses  l i s t e d  a s  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  and appear ing  t o  be  1 9 t h  
c e n t u r y  i n  o r i g i n .  S e v e r a l  a r e a s  which have no documentat ion i n c l u d e  
Montague C i t y  and Lake P l e a s a n t ;  b o t h  r e t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o l l e c t i o n s  
of 1 9 t h  and 20th-century  ( r e s p e c t i v e l y )  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
Area forms documenting developmenta l  h i s t o r y  of  T u r n e r s  F a l l s  
neighborhoods shou ld  b e  completed.  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  i n  t h e  town 
i s  t h e  u s e  of  b r i c k ;  o t h e r  n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  e x c e l l e n t  
s t a t e  of p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  town c e n t e r  a t  Montague and 
of t h e  l a t e  19 th -cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r  a t  Turners  F a l l s .  While 
Montague Cen te r  i s  s t a b l e  and ,  t o  some d e g r e e ,  g e n t r i f i e d ,  T u r n e r s  
F a l l s  i s  endangered by l o s s  of i t s  economic base  and many commercial 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  o r  abandoned. 
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